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MONDAY.  JUNE  2. 

rjPHE  Irish  revenue  collection  billy  and  the  Irish  malt ' 
•*•    bill  were  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next 
dav. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  and  several  othei*  members  of  the 
Commons  brought  up  the  Temple-bar1  and  Skinner-street 
lottery  bill,  which  was  read  a  first  timeL  ' 

Mr.  Rickman,  from  the  conunissiomraof  the  Caledonian 
canal,  presented  the  third  report  of  thitbowd,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed'. 
-  Mr.  Irving,  inspector  general  of  exports  and  imports, 
presented  several  accounts  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the 
island  of  Tortola,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
to  be  printed.  * 

Strangers  were  then  excluded,  and  we  understand  theif 
lordships  then  proceeded  to  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Viscount 
Melville. 

The  House  continued  in  discussion  till  twelve  o'clock, 
when,  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  post* 
poned  till  the  next  day.  <  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

V 

MONDAY,    JUNE   2. 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  presented  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland.  Ordered  to  be 
printed. 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calcraft,  a  qew  writ  was  ordered 
for  the  election  of  a  member  for  the  borough  of  Honiton, 
in  the  room  of  Cavendish  Bradsbaw,  Esq.  who  had  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  frller  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland. 

Sir  Charles  Price  presented  a  petition  from  the  merchants 
.of  London  trading  to  the  American  colonies,  against  the 
American  intercourse  bill ;  and  Sir  William  Curtis  present- 
ed a  similar  petition  from  the  ship-owners  and  ship-builders 
of  London. 

Sir  William  Curtis  also  presented  a  petition  from  the 
cordwainers  of  London  against  the  flaying  bill. 

The  philanthropic  society  incorporation  bill  was  read* 
second  time. 

Mr.  Foster  brought  up  a  bill  for  regulating  the  Irish 
post  road  act,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
he  read  a  second  on  Thursday  next. 

A  person  from  the.  India  House  presented  extracts  from 
letters  oi  the  governor  general  to  the  court  of  directors, 
dated  October  20,  and  November  28,  1803,  pursuant  to 
an  order  of  the  Utilise  of  Friday  last. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  second  reading  of  the 
linen  drawback  bill  was  postponed  to  Thursday, 
?.Mr.  Paul!  "eave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Thursday, 
move  for  additional  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges 
against  Lord  W^llesley. 

.  *  -Mr.  Vansittart  mined  for  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  abo- 
lishing fees  in  the  office  of  customs- of  the  port  of  London, 
and  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  persons  employed  in  that 
office.  The  bill  which  he  proposed  to  introduce,  wa$ 
nearly  similar  to  that  which  had  been  brought  forward  last 
session,  but  which  had  beenJost  Lh  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  alterations  whicH  would  be  introduced  would  remove 
every  objection  to  the  bill. 

«-  Mr.  Vansittort  then  observed,  that  Kis  noble  friend  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  in  moving  for  certain  papers 
relative  to  barracks  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  had  happened  to 
omit  one,  winch  he  shouljl  now  move  for.  This  was  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Davis,  assistant  barrack  master,  at 
Newport,  in  the  Lie  of  Wight,  to  the  War-office,  in  1796. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Robsou,  the  paper  was  or- 
dered. 

Lord  Temple  brought  up  a  bill  for  the  better  encourage- 
ment of  the  manufacture  of  thread-lace  in  Great  Britain, 

3  '  which 


JUNE  2.  J  MARQUIS  WjELLESLET.  3 

which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
on  Thursday. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  the  Dublin  paving 
commissioners'  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Lord  Temple  postponed  the  second  reading  of  the  Ame- 
rican intercourse  bill  to  Thursday  next;  his  reason  for  so 
doing  was,  thai  the  papers  connected  with  this  subject, 
which  a  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had  signified  his  intention 
of  moving  for,  might  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh  then  postponed  his  motion  for  the 
papers  till  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Rose  wished  that  a  still  longer  time  than  that  which 
the  noble  lord  proposed  might  be  given  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  as  it  affected  so  materially  the  trade  and 
navigation  oC  this  country. 

Lord  Temple  did  not  sec,  after  the  delay  which  had 
already  taken  place,  at  the  request  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  how  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  could 
be  postponed  any  longer  than  Thursday.  He  believed  that 
the  papers* meant  to  he  moved  for  would  not  alter  his  opi- 
nion on  the  subject,  but  would  leave  the  question  exactly 
as  it  stood  before. 

Sir  Charles  Price  observed,  that  he  had  also  moved  for 
papers  on  the  subject,  which  were  not  yet  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Rose  then  moved,  that  an  address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  praying,  tliat  he  would  be  pleased  to  direct 
44  that  there  be  laid  before- the  House  the  memorials  to  the 
privy  council  from  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  in  1804,  and 
also  from  New  Brunswick,  stating  the  quantity  of  produce 
exported  by  them  to  the  West  Indies,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  ships  and  tonnage  employed  in  the 
trade."     Ordered. 

,    The  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  papers  relating  to 
barracks  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

MATlQtnS   WELLESLKY. 

Mr.  Paull  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next,  he  would 
present  a  third  charge  against  Marquis  Wellesley. 

Lord-Tcmple  wished  to  know  from  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, when  it  was  his  intention  to  move  some  specific  day 
(or  the  House  taking  iqto  consideration  the  charges  which 
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he  had  already  brought  forward.  It  was  the  more  neces- 
sary that  no  time  should  be  lost,  as  a  direct  charge  of  mur- 
der had  been  brought  against  the  noble  lord  ;  and  should 
the  honourable  gentleman  decline  fixing  any  day,  he  him- 
self intended  to  move  for  some  specific  day  on  which  the 
charges  might  be  considered. 

Mr.  Paull  answered,  that  all  the  papers  on  which  (lie 
charges  were  founded  were  not  yet  before  ihe  House,  though 
•it  was  likely  they  would  be  presented  the  next  day.  When 
the  papers  were  presented,  he  should  propose  an  early  day 
for  their  consideration,  though  in  this  matter  he  was  re- 
solved Co  consult  only  his  own  ideas.  He  al<o  complained 
that  certain  papers  had  been  detained  at  the  board  of  ccn- 
troul. 

,  General  Wellcsley  expressed  a  similar  impatience,  that 
the  charges  against  his  noble  relation  should  be  as  speedily 
as  possible  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  House  ; 
ana  particularly,'  that  which  conveyed  an  accusation  of 
murder.  He  observed,  that  though  the  pliers  alluded  to 
were  not  regularly  transmitted  to  the  board,  yet  they  were 
to  be  found  in  the  detail  of  Bengal  transactions  for  1803. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  the  bill  appointing  commis- 
sioners for  the  more  effectual  examination  of  accounts  and 
expenditure  in  the  Wjast  Indies,  which  was  read  a  lirst  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Parnell  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  the  resolutions  imposing.an.  addi- 
tional duty  on  malt  in  Ireland,  which  were  r«ul  and  agreed 
to,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  the  Irish  stamp- 
duty  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Va  sittart,  the.  House  resolved  iti 
self  into  a  committee  of  supply,  ,to  which  an  account  <;f 
the  amount  of  exchequer  bills  issued  in  1805  was  referred. 
The  sum  of  four  millions  and  a  half  was  then  voted  for  pay- 
ing off  exchequer  bills  of  1805,  granted  on  the  credit  of 
aids  for  last  year,  outstanding  and  unprovided  for.  lie* 
port  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  then  said,  that  it,  had  heen  found  ne« 
cessary  to  omit  introducing  any  exemptions  to  persons  *>f 
small  fortunes,  and  wilh  large  families,  into  the  property 
bill  which  had  lately  passed,  in  order  to  prevent  any  em- 
barrassment in  the  operation  of  that  bill.  But  this  oniis* 
sion  did  not  proceed  from,  any  wajtf  of  feeling  for  the  situ- 
ation 
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ntion  of  such  persons  ;  and  he  now  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move  for  a  bill  exempting  persons  of  that  description', 
which  would  not  be  liable  to  objection,  either  in  point  of 
principle  or  of  execution. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  also  gave  notice,  with  re^arS  to  the  tax 
on  private  brewers,  that  as  it  was  never  meant  to  hvrodqce 
the  excise  into  private  families,  it  was  his  intention  to  omit 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  authorized  an  excise  tlufy  on 
private  brewers.  But  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  reso- 
lutions on  which  the  bill  was  founded,  should  be  altered  in 
a  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  Friday  ;  the  bid  could 
Dot  therefore  be  submitted  to  the  House  before  the  early 
part  of  next  week. 

Mr.  Perceval  wished  to  know  how  the  noble  lord  would 
be  able  to  ascertain  who  weie  private  brewers,  and  who  were 
not. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  replied ,  that  every  person  making  a, 
return  under  the  as&cssed  taxes  would  be  required  to  state, 
whether  or  not  he  brewed  his  own  beer, 

MILITARY    PLAN. 

The  House^resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  mu- 
tiny bill. 

Mr.  Windham  proposed  that  one  of  the  blanks  in,  the 
clause  relative  to  limited  service,  should  be  filled  up  with 
u  a  period  of  seven  years."  , 

Lord  Castlercagh  moved,  that  the  whole  of  that  part 
which  related  to  the  proposed  plan  should  be  left  out ;  and 
in  doing  so  he  entered  at  considerable  length  into  the  nature 
of  the  measure,  and  his  objections  to  it.  He  could  not 
avoid  taking  this  opportunity  to  state  his  objections  to  it, 
as  the  more  he  considered  them  the  more  serious  they  ap- 
peared to  him.  He  wished,  however,  to  avoid  details  a* 
much  as  possible,  and  Oi.lv  state  the  prominent  features.  It 
was  a  most  painful  difficulty  to  him  and  to  the  House  to  be 
called  upou  at  all  to  deckle  upon  a  measure  of  this  nature,. 
$nd  more  especially  iu  the  absence  of  that  information 
which  the  official  situation  of  ministers  enabled  them  to 
command.  If  the  right  honourable  secretary,  with  all  his. 
advan;ages,  was  four  months  in  settling  the  details  of  his 
plan,  it  was  rather  embarrassing  for  Parliament  to  decide 
upon  it  only  three  or  four  days  after  the  Chelsea  bill  had 
been  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  absolutely  necessary  in 
Gale*  to  form  any  correct  opinion  upon  it ;  and  theie  was 
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an  additional  difficulty,  as  the  blanks  in  the  clause  were  not 
now  filled  up,  and  as  much  >\as  matter  of  regulation.  But 
it  was  unnecessarily  embarrassing,  because  ministers  with* 
held  that  body  of  valuable  informati6n  which  tfiey  possessed, 
and  even  changed  their  opinions  on  some  points,  before 
their  resolutions  had  passed.  He  owned  that  he  thought 
that  we  came  to  the  consideration  of  this  plan  under  cir- 
cumstances disgraceful  to  the  character  of  Parliament  and 
to  the  government.  He  then  proceeded  to  object  strongly 
to  the  measure,  as  trenching  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  There  was  no  occasion  for  bringing  this  to  Parli- 
ament at  all,'  as  it  was  acknowledged  <n  the.  other  side, 
that  the  crown  might  execute  the  measures  which  ministers 
had  in  view.  In  such  a  case  it  had  never  been  the  }  ractice 
of  Parliament  (o  proceed  without  a  communication  with 
the  crown*  When  additional  pay  was  granted  to  the  navy 
in  J  797,  there  was  an  act  of  parliament,  indeed,  on  that 
occasion,  but  then  there  was  a  previous  order  of  council, 
and,  therefore,  this  could  not  by  any  means  be  stated  as  a 
precedent.  This  was  depriving  the  crown  in  some  measure 
of  thepower  of  the  sword,  which  belonged  by  the  constitu- 
tion solely  to  the  executi  e  authority,  under  the  controul 
of  parliament.  In  no  instance  was  it  ever  proposed  to 
trench  upon  this  power,  except  in  the  tory  administration 
under  Queen  Anne,  lie  contended  that  his  right  honour- 
able friend  had  been  much  misunderstood  by  the  right  lion, 
secretary  of  state  (Mr.  Fox)  the  other  night,  in  stating  the 
difference  between  a  parliamentary  army,  and  an  army  pe- 
culiarly belonging  to  the  crown.  In  such  kinds  of  forceas 
the  militia  and  the  additional  force,  raised  for  home  de- 
fence, the  Parliament  there  might  make  terms  and  regulA- 
tions,  but  such  a  thing  was  never  attempted,  except  in  the 
above-mentioned  instance,  with  regard  to  the  regular  army. 
Now,  he  wished  to  consider  in  what  situation  the  crown 
stood  at  present,  and  in  what  situation  it  would  stand, 
should  the  present  plan  be  adopted. «  The  crown  at  present 
might  levy  men  in  any  mode,  and  under  whatever  regula- 
tions it  thought  proper,  within  the  numbers  and  the  ex- 
pence  limited  by  Parliament.  If  this  measure  passed,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  it  to  raise  men  except  for  the  term 
of  seven  years,  as  directed  by  the  schedule  A.  in  this  bill. 
k?t  therefore  limited  the  power  of  the  crown  prodigiously 
in  raisin**  men.  AY  here  was  the  necessity  for  this  ?  It  was 
nid  that  the  soldier  would  have  the  security  of  Parliament 

for 
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for  the  performance  of  engagements.  It  was  improper  and 
invidious  in  this  case  to  male  a  distinction  between  parli- 
amentary security,  and  the  security  afforded  by  the  crown, 
but  unfortunately  for  this  statement,  the  purpose  might  have 
been  completely  answered  by  directing  an  alteration  in  the 
articles  of  war,  which  were  considered  as  law,  and  under 
which,  after  such  alteration,  the  soldier  might.  mQve.  his 
habeas  ccrpus,  and  be  regularly  discharged  at  the  proper 
time.  He  thought  this  then  a  most  unadvised  attack  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  crrown.  But  the  means  used  were  also 
highly  objectionable.  By*  looking  at  the  journals  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  found  something  similar  to  this  was  at- 
tempted in  1749,  by  Mr.  Thomas. Pitt,  who  at  a  time 
when  a  great  jealousy  prevailed  respecting  the  power  of  the 
crown^  brought  in  a  bill  to  provide,  that  no  officer  should 
be  retained  in  the  service  beyond  a  certain,  period.  This 
was  rejected  by  a  great  majority.  .But  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt 
rested  the  matter  on  its  own  merits,  whereas  ministers  now 
skulked  behind  the  mutiny  bill.  By  this  means  the  House 
.was  deprived  of  the  proper  forms  ;  and  the  House  of  Lords 
was  prevented  from  sayihg  u  No"  to  the  measure,  by  its 
being  tacked  to  a  monfy.bill,  so  that  the  Lords  could  make 
no  amendment  without  risking  the  loss  of  the  bill  altogether. 
But  what  was  the  situation  of  the  crown  when  it  came  to 
exercise  its  negative  power  on  this  bill  ?  ItHwould  not  have 
the  power  to  object  to  it,  otherwise,  by  the  loss  of  the  bill, 
it  would  be  left  without  an  army,  or  at  least  without  the 
means  of  controuling  it.  It  was  impossible,  then,  that  the 
measure  could  be  considered  as  having  been  submitted  to 
the  House  with  any  degree  of  fairness  upon  its  own  merits. 
It  was  open  io  all  the  objections  that  existed  to  the  tacking 
of  measures  which  might  be  offensive  to  the  crown,  but 
which  the  Commons  wished  to  carry,  to  money  bills.  Upon 
the  impropriety  of  such  a  proceeding  he  read  a  quotation 
from  Hatscll,  who  stated  that  such  a  conduct  was  highly 
irregular,  and  a  breach  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  Parli- 
ament. He  also  read  his  observations  upon  the  tory 
irieasurein  1704,  when  they  wished  to  carry  the  bill  airiinst 
occasional  conformity.  Their  proceedings,  MY.  Hatscll 
stated,  as  tending  to  create  confusion  in  the  government,  to 
force  a  peace,  and  to  render  our  allies  disposed  to  accept  of 
such  terms  as  they  could  procure  for  themselves,  and  as 
France  would  offer.  These  observations  he  thought  very 
applicablc  to  the  present  Case.     He  concluded  this  point 
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with  saying,  that  the  crown  was  degraded  by  the  measure, 
as  it  could  not  even  raise  a  black  regiment  for  the  defence  of 
the  colonies,  except  on  tfie  terms  here  prescribed.  He  then 
proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  agreed  in  the  propriety  of 
rai*ing  a  greater  force  than  we  had  at  present,  though,  at 
the  same  time,  he  contended  thaf  having  now  55,000  men 
more  than  we  ever  had  before,  the  events  of  the  late  unfor- 
tunate campaign  were  not  owing  to  our  wantof  a  large  dis- 
posable force,  as,  besides  the  £5,000  men  which  had  been 
wnt  abroad,  it  was  intended  to  have  sent  40,000  men,  form- 
ing the  finest  army  efver  sent  from  this  country,  had  cir- 
cumstances turned  out  in  a  way  that  could  have  permitted 
it.  But  as  more  men  were  certainly  wanted  than  we  hftd 
at  present,  he  would  proceed  to  the  policy  of  the  plan  it- 
self. If  he  had  proposed  the  plan  it  would  certainly  have 
been  supposed  that  he  had  committed  a  blunder,  when  he 
began  his  increasing  the  army  by  abolishing  a  plan  whicfi 
procured  about  15,000  men  annually,  and  by  dismisShuj 
(>000  veterans,  and  all  those  who  had  completed  their 
twenty-one  years  service'.  He  commented  on  the  wildness 
of  the  scheme,  and  the  romantic  disposition  of  the  hon*. 
gentleman,  with  his  agricultural  arguments,  which  had 
Seen  so  well  answered  by  his  right  honourable  friend  nd*ir 
him.  But  before  he  considered  whether  the  meagre  woufd 
increase  the  army,  he  must  observe  that  we  should  stand 
worse  with  this  plan,  than  with  ont  three  species  of  ftrfce. 
It  was  the  policy  of  this  country  to  have  a  great  part  of  our 
force  of  such  a  description  that  it  coufd  be  reduced  in  time 
of  peace,  and  easily  assembled  again  in'tlme  of  war.  ThA 
tailitia  was  of  this  nature,  but  the  regulations  relative  to 
its  officers  made  it  impossible  to  carry  it  to  a  proper  extent4, 
and  therefore  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  his  late  right 
honourable  friend  to  have  had  another  force,  which  might 
be  officered  in  the  regular  way,  and  still  have  the  advan- 
tage of  being  disbanded  in  time  of  peace,  and  readily  as- 
sembled in  time  of  war.  But  under  the  present  plan,  when 
the  soldier  w?is  engaged  for  general  service  you  had  no 
alternative  left  to  keep  him  even  in  time  of  peace  or  dis- 
charge him  altogether.  The  plan  therefore  was  a  bad  one, 
supposing  it  to-be  successful,  which  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be.  But,  then  it  was  said,  that  the  soldiers  would 
be  of  a  better  description,  as  they  would  have  opportunity 
of  seeing  more  service.  But,  he  contended  that,  supposing 
regiments  {hat  went  abroad  to  stay  ten  years,  very  lit  tie  oft  he 
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entire  mass  could  be  accustomed  to  foreign  service.    Bu(  if 
be  was  of  opinion  that  the  plan  was  a  misfortune,  even  if  it 
Succeeded,  how  could  he  suppose  that  it  would  be  able  to 
meet  all  the  waste  which  it  would  be  called  upon  to  supply? 
He  adverted  to  the  experiment  that  had  been  made  of  limit- 
ed service  daring  the  American  war,  on  grounds  more  in- 
viting than  at  present,  and  stated  in  one  year  during  that 
war,  25,000  men  had  been  procured,  but  that  during  the 
late  war  42,000  men  had  been  recruited  in  one  year.     But 
we  were  not  without  the  means  of  forming  some  estimate  of 
the  effects  of  limited  service  on  the  recruiting  even  at  pre- 
sent.    About  50D  parties  had  been  lately  recruiting  for  ge- 
neral service,  and  they  had  in  one  year  raised  above  11,000 
ftien  for  general  service,  and  for  life,  while  260  parties,  re** 
cruiting  for  limited  service,  had  raised  only  4,500  men. 
He  further  supported  his  argument  by  adverting  to  the  re- 
cruiting for  general  and  limited  service  from  the  militia  at 
different  periods,  and  especially  to  the  recruiting  from  the. 
Irish  militia,  where  a  bounty  of  ten  guineas  was  offered  by 
Marquis  Cornwallis  for  limited  ser,vice>    and  of  twelve 
guineas  for  general  service.     In  that  instance  9000  had  ac- 
cepted of  the  twelve  guineas  for  general  service,  and  300 
only  bad  accepted  the  ten  guineas  for  limited  service,  and 
that  too  by  the  advice  of  their  colonel*     Now  after  this, 
what  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  limited  service,  con- 
sidered as  an  inducement  to  the  recruits  ?  He  contended 
that  in  giving  a  vested  right  to  the  soldier  to  a  future  ad- 
Vantage,  the  crown  must  be  degraded  in  his  eyes,  and  the 
principle  was  besides  fallacious  even  as  to  its  own  objects; 
The  incentives  which  the  right  honourable  secretary  held 
Out  to  induce  men  to  enter  the  service,  would  have  but  lit- 
tle effect  with  inconsiderate  people,  who  would  prefer  half- 
a-crown  at  the  moment,  to  any  prospect  of  future  advantage. 
But  the  right  honourable  secretary  was  alarmed  at  the  waste 
which  his  plan  would  occasion,  and  accordingly  in  order 
to  guard  against  it,  reducwl  himself  to  greater  and  greater 
difficulties.     By  his  plan  a  soldier  who  had  served  eight 
years,  might  have  a  pension  of  IS/,  though  he  served  more. 
But,  as  to  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  there  was  no  Soubt 
that  this  would  be  superior  in  troops  who  served  for  life, 
than  in  the  army  which  would  be  established  upon  his  mer- 
cantile principles.     But  there  were  two  bad  effects  of  the 
Elan  which  could  not  be  denied  by  the  author  of  it.     He 
ad  often,  while  on  this  side  of  the  House,  declaimed  against 
Vou  1IL  1805-6.  O         ,  tb*- 
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the  plan  of  re-enlisting  men,  yet  his  army  would  be  liable 
to  ibis  objection  in  a  high  degree  ;  and  besides,  how  were 
the  places  of  those  men  to  be  supplied,  whose  time  wad 
fclmost  out,  when  a  regiment  was  to  be  seat  on  colonial  ser- 
vice ?  An  honourable  colonel  behind  him  (Cr&ufurd)  said 
that  they  might  be  supplied  from  the  second  battalions ; 
but  this  was. resorting  to  the  old  abominable  system  of 
drafting.  After  all  the  discussion  on  this  plan,  then,  we 
were  only  to  come  to  this,  that  in  stating  these  evils,  a  hope! 
was  expressed  that  they  might  be  remedied.  The  right 
honourable  secretary  had  either  very  modestly  or  verv 
Jxildly  stated,  that  he  would  not  enter  upon  a  detailed  cal- 
culation of  the  waste  and  the  expence  that  would  attend  his 
plan.  But  as  he  had  done  it,  it  was  (he  more  necessary 
that  others  should  do  it.  His  lordship  then  took  the  num- 
ber of  the  army,  including  cavalry,  artilltfy,  and  non- 
commissioned officers  at  250,000  men,  whicn  was  as  high 
a  rate  as  could  be  on  any  hand  expected  from  this  plan- 
He  had  not  a  return,  however,  upon  which  he  could  cal- 
culate as  to  the  army  in  general,  but  he  had  returns  of  U10 
seven  battalions  of  the  guards,  from  which  an  idea  might 
be  formed,  though  a  vague  one,  of  the  whole.  An 
honourable  friend  of  his  haa  stated  that  the  expence  of  every 
individual  to  the  country  would  be  230/.  per  man  mora 
than  at  present.  But  a  calculation  of  the  expence  of  one 
man  was  not  sufficient.  According  to  his  lordship's  calcu- 
lation j  there  would.be  a  waste  of  30,000  men  in  each  year 
after  the  period  of  fourteen  years  had  elapsed,  supposing 
that  none  enlisted  afterwards.  But  supposing  that  one- 
half  of  them  enlisted  again,  still  there  would  be  a  waste  of 
15,000  men  annually,  under  this  plan,  without  reckoning 
the  ordinary  casualties.  His  lordship  then  entered  upon  a 
calculation  of  the  ex  pence  *  He  thought  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  could  not,  with  any  hopes  of  suc- 
cess, reduce  the  present  bounty  one  sixpence*  Supposing 
then  sixteen  guineas  bounty  to  each  man  fo\>  the  original 
recruiting,  and  eight  guineas  for  the  subsequent  periods, 
the  annual  sum  would  be  360,000  guineas,  or  Sh0,000/. 
Then  he  came  to  the  increased  pay  which  he  calculated  at 
162,000/.  a  year.  But  the  most  gloomy  part  of  the  whole 
was  the  subject  of  the  pensions  ;  fyr  it  would  have  very  lit- 
tle effect  as  to  the  recruiting,  and  would  be  tremendous  ia 
poiut  of  expence.  The  pensions  allowed  at  the  endof  four- 
ic*n  yelirs,  lie  contended,  were  a  bounty  for  leaving  th« 

service, 
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service,  which  would,  for  the  most  part,  be  almost  irresis- 
tible. He  supposed  that,  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years  ser- 
vice, the  average  age  of  fcach  mnn  misrht  be  about  forty 
years.  By  a  reference  to  the  tables  of  Halley,  and  to  the 
insurance  offices,  he  found  that  the  average  calculations 
upon  a  man's  life,  from  that  period,  were  twenty-two  years. 
The  amount  of  the  expence,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  twenty* 
two  years  from  the  second  period  of  service,  would  be 
792,000/,  His  lordship  then  calculated  the  expence  of 
those  who  should  have  their  pensions  after  having  com- 
pleted their  twenty-one  years  service,  and  this  proceeding 
upon  the  same  data  as  to  the  value  of  their  lives,  he  found 
would  in  the  end  amount  to  684,000/.  per  annum.  Thd 
*hole  would  stand  thus : 

BounGes        -  -  380,000 

Increased  pay  -  .  1132,000 

Pensions  at  the  end  of  22  years,  after  fourteen 

yean  service  -  -  -    792,000 

Pensions  at  the  same  rate  after  21  years  service    6S4,O0O 

Total  .  -  2,018,000 
All  this  was  independent  of  the  casual  expenccs.  I  (is  lord* 
ship  adverted  to  the  effects  which  these  pensions  might  have 
on  the  navy,  which  might  become  discontented  atnotenjoy* 
ing  similar  advantages.  He  also  adverted  to  the  monstrous 
burdens  that  we  were  thus  making  up  for  our  posterity,  and 
concluded  by  a  recapitulation  ofhis  objections  to  the  whole 
measure. 

Mr.  Gratian  commented  upon  the  admission  of  the  no* 
We  lord  who  bad  just  sat  down,  that  some  plan  for  recruit* 
ing  the  army  was  necessary,  and  Vet  that  he  had  no  plan 
to  propose,  although  hecondemned,  intermssounqualified, 
the  plan  brought  forward  by  the  right  honourable  secre- 
tary of  state.  Something  calculated  to  keep  up  and  recruit 
our  military  force  was  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be  desirable, 
and  the  only  question  was  as  to  that  which  was  most  ad- 
visable to  promote  the  object  which  all  professed  a  wish  to 
promote.  Several  recommended  a  reliance  ort  the  ordinary 
recruiting  alone,  which,  it  was  now  evident,  could  not  be 
conducted  without  high  bounties ;  but  the  opinion 
of  the  majority,  with  whom  he  certainly  concurred, 
"was,  that  limited  service  should  be  resorted  to.  Much  en- 
couragement  to  act  upon  this'  opinion  was  to  be  derived 
from  experience.    Notwithstanding  the  assertion  of  the 
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noble  lord,  that  all  experience  was  against  the  experiment 
of  the  right  honourable  secretary,  he  asserted  the  contrary. 
For  in  the  American  war  seventy-eight  thousand  mcij  had 
been  raised,  upon  terms  of  limited  service,  and  such  a 
number  surely  served  to  shew  that  these  terms'  were  not 
likely  to  be  ineffective.  These  terms  had,  indeed,  always 
proved  productive ;  they  were  so  in  the  last  French  war^ 
But  how  did  they  succeed  in  the  operation  of  those  mea- 
sures, in  the  support  of  which  the  noble  lord  himself  was 
so  forward  ?  What  were  the  army  of  reserve  and  the  ad- 
ditional force  acts  but  measures  of  limited  service?  The 
manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had  argued  on  this  occa* 
sion,  in  opposition  to  a  principle  which  he  had  so  often 
supported  before,  was  certainly  somewhat  liable  to  tha 
charge  of  inconsistency.  The  noble  lord  had  gone  into  a 
long  calculation,  to  shew  that  immense  expence  would  re- 
sult from  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan,  which  ex-i 
pence  was  to  consist  of  bonuses  to  the  army,  $nd  yctx  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  noble  lord's  speech,  he  asserted  that 
this  expence  would  have  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  ret 
cruiting  of  that  army.  An  increase  of  pay  wa6  to  be  the 
consequence  of  seven  years  service,  a  still  greater  increase 
of  fourteen  years ;  and  further  advantages  were  to  be  the 
reward  of  remaining  twenty-one  years  in  the  service.  Still, 
according  to  the  noble  lord,  this  improvement  of  the  sol- 
dier's condition,  was  to  form  no  additional  allurement  to 
those  disposed  to  engage  in  the  military  life.  If  the  noble 
lord's  statement  were  just,  that  in  general  men  were  rather 
inclined  to  prefer  unlimited  to  limited  scrvice^-that  the 
one  was  productive  to  a  great  degree,  and  the  other  to  a 
very  little ;  there  was  no  egregious  error  in  the  calculation 
of  those  ministers  who  drew  up  the  army  of  reserve  and 
additional  force  acts.  For  instead  of  granting  a  bounty  to 
such  men  as  volunteered  from  limited  to  unlimited  service, 
Government  should  have  had  a  drawback  from  them.  But, 
to  be  serious,  it  was  impossible  that  the  limitation  of  ser- 
vice should  have  no  influence  in  obtaining  recruits,  or  that 
men  should  riot  be  more  willing  to  engage  for  seven  years 
than  for  an  indefinite  period.  Among  other  calculations 
.  which  seemed  to  rest  upon  very  questionable  data,  the  noble 
lord  bad  estimated  the  life  of  a  man  at  the  age  of  forty  so 
high  as  twenty  years.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
noble  lord  must  have  bad  much  difficulty  to  encounter  \n 
puch  calculations;  but  yet  it  mu6t  be  felt  by  every  man, 
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that  when  the  noble  lord  was  calculating  upon  grounds  verj 
Jittle  better  than  loose  conjecture,  with  a  view  to  deprecate  a 
system  for  which  he  offered  no  substitute  whatever,  he 
pught  at  least  to  have  kept  within  the  bounds  of  modem-? 
tion.  If  the  noble  lord  had  made  any  proposition  in  lieu 
of  that  which  he  condemned,  he  would  have  been  much 
jnore  entitled  to  attention.  But  the  noble  Iprd  offered  no^ 
thing.  Ordinary  recruiting,  the  noble  lord  had,  for  years, 
repeatedly  maintained,  wWinadcquate  to  supply  the  wan£ 
p[  the  army,  and  therefore  he  could  not  recommcud  it  in 
the  present  instance  ;  nor  did  he  say  that  the  ballot  ought 
to  be  revived,  or  a  requisition  attempted.  Even  the  addU 
tional  foTce  act  the  noble  lord  would  not  enforce;  for  to 
enforce  it  would  be  to  produce  no  men  but  money,  as  the 
noble  lord  knew.  The  question  was,  as  to  the  choice  bet 
tween  requisition  and  inducement.  \Vhat  would  the  noble 
lord  desire?  He  would  not  surely  support  requisition — nor 
would  he  attempt  to  support  unlimited  bounties ;  yet  if 
those  bounties  were  not  tolerated,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
other  inducements — Parliament  must  resort  to  the  one  or  to 
the  other — either  to  unlimited  bounties,  wjiich  operated  as 
a  premium  for  desertion,  or  limited  service,  which  held  out 
allurements  to  the  recruit,  by  conferring  a  benefit  upon  tin? 
soldier.  In  one  part  of  the  Kpble  lord's  speech  it  was  re- 
markable that  he  talked  much  of  the  length  of  a  man's  life, 
which,  according  to  his  estimate,  generally  reached  to  sixty 

i rears.  Here,  however,  it  was  the  noble  lord's  object  to  en- 
arge  the  amount  of  the  expence  to  be  incurred  by  the  right 
honourable  secretary's  project.  But  yet  when  he  came  to 
*  that  part  where  it  ^iras  desirable  to  him  to  depreciate  the  ope- 
ration of  this  project,  the  noble  lord  maintained,  that  seven 
years  being  equal  to  the  general  estimate  of  a  man's  life, 
the  people  wonld  be  as  little  influenced  by  the  mention  of 
that  period  as  if  it  were  proposed  to  them  to  enlist  for  life. 
Upon  such  an  estimate  of  a  man's  life,  and  the  observation 
deduced  from  it,  it  was  unnecessary  to  argue.  Common, 
sense  must  suggest  to  any  man  a  sufficient  answer  to  it.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  plainest  understanding*  whether,  if  $i 
tenant  vho  held  a  lease  for  seven  years,  were  to  apply  to  hi^ 
landlord  to  exchange  it  for  a  lease  of  his  life,  the  landlord 
would  listen  to  the  ptoposition  ?  or  whether,  if  a  tenant  held 
a  lease  for  life,  he  would  accede  to  the  proposal  of  h  islands 
Jord  to  exchange  it  for  one  of  seven  years?  To  state  such  a 
£%>c  was  enough  to  expose  the  futility  of  the  remark  allude*! 

'         '      2  to 
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to.    But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  limited  service ;  the 

Erinciple  was  not  only  sanctioned  by  the  measures  to  which 
e  had  already  referred,  but  particularly  recognised  by 
that  provision  which  granted  a  bounty  to  such  men  as  vo- 
lunteered from  the  limited  to  unlimited  service.     There 
was,  however,  much  more  in  the  right  honourable  secre* 
tary's  plan  than  mere  limited  service,  to  procure  soldiesr, 
and  to  please  the  public.     But  the  noble  lord's  objection 
seemed  principally  to  apply  to  limited  service.     The  noble 
lord  himself,  nowever,  bore  testimony  to  the  effects  which 
must  arise  frotai  such  a'  measure,  when  he  stated  that  its 
adoption  would  tend  to  nothing  less  than  to  create  a  mu- 
tiny among  the  veterans  in  the  army,  and  also  to  excite  dis- 
contents in  the  navy.     And  why  ?  truly  because  it  pro. 
Sosed  to  confer  what  the  noble  lord  considered  an  extraord- 
inary benefit  on  the  army.     But,  upon  this  point  it  was 
tobe  recollected,  that  although  in  the  American  warseventy- 
fight  thousand  men  were  raised  for  limited  service,  and  in 
the  last  French  war,  forty  thousand,  still  no  symptom  of 
discontent  appeared  among  the  veterans  or  the  navy.     But 
the  idea  of  such  discontent  existing  was  quite  preposterous. 
To  suppose  that  any  discontent  could  arise  in  the  navy  in 
consequence  of  any  military  arrangement  benefiting  the 
soldiery,  would  be  to  indulge  a  supposition  by  no  means 
honourable  to,  or  consistent  with  the  character  of  those 
who  belong  to  our  navy.    As  to  the  veterans,  the  noble 
lord's  argument  stood  thus : — The  army  were  satisfied  with- 
out any  addition  to  their  pay  or  pensions,  and  yet  when  an 
addition  was  tobe  made  to  both,  they  were,  the  noble  lord 
stated,  to  become  extremely  discontented.     So  much  with 
regard  to  the  noble  lord's  allusion  to  the  discontents  likely 
to  arise  from  the  plan  and  the  new  operation  of  the  in« 
ducements  which  it  held  ouU     Now,  as  to  the  connection 
which  the  project  under  discussion  had  with  the  cause  of 
liberty,  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  argue  as  if  to  give  the  sol- 
dier an  interest  in  civil  liberty,  to  furnish  him  with  addi- 
tional reasons  for  attachment  to  the  constitution  of  his 
country,  was  to  damp  his  zeal.     What,  that  when  the  pay 
of  a  soldier  was  increased — when  his  period  of  service  wa» 
limited — when  he  had  the  prospect  of  returning  to  the  en* 
loyment  of  his  country's  rights,  that  he  Mould  be  less  eager 
in  her  cause!  If  that  were  really  the  case — that  when  all 
the  motives  were  afforded  which  could  serve  to  animate  a 
eoldier's  miud;  that  an  English  soldier  would  be  insensible^ 

that 
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that  he  would  be  damped,  the  thing  was  incredible;  but  tf 
it  were  so,  then  England  was  to  be  defended  by  satellites* 
and  not  by  soldiers,  and  the  cortstitution  was  to  rely  for  its 
security  on  tn  array  insensible  to  its  value,  and  unworthy 
of  living  under  its  auspices.  If  the  English  were  really 
such  a  force,  then  the  old  excitement  to  patriotic  valour, 
the  pro  arts  etfbcis,  had  ^ceased  to  have  weight.  If  suck 
degeneracy  had  taken  place,  an  army  of  Prussians  or  Ma- 
melukes would  answer  as  well  for  the  defence  of  this  coun- 
try; for,  according  to  this,  our  army  Was  become  mere 
machines,  and  ceased  to  be  Englishmen;  if  such  were  the 
ease,  how  much  had  all' the  provisions  failed  which  wetto 
taken  to  attach  the  military  to  the  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try— in  fact,  to  interfuse  as'  much  as  was  practicable  the 
military  with  the  civil  character.  With  that  view  mili- 
tary officers  were  permitted  to  sit  in  Parliament  notwith- 
standing their  dependance  on  the  crown*  This  periftissioh 
was  always  allowed  froiti  the  evident  policy  of  cultivating 
an  intercourse  between  the  military  and -the  constitution  of 
the  country.  The  officer  from  such  an  intercourse  was, 
of  course,  more  likely  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  the  -soldiery  f 
a  just  reverence  for  freedom,  and  when  a  soldier  was  fur- 
nished with  a  comfortable  livelihood,  that  must  naturally 
tend  to  enhance  his  estimate  of  himself  and  his  country. 
1  Indeed  none  was  ever  to  be  found  in  the  military  character 
by  whom  liberty  had  been  always  so  highly  prized  as  by 
the  old  English  soldier.  Ofte  of  the  objects  of  the  right 
honourable  secretary's  plan  was  to  give  the  soldier  a  com- 

S stent  subsistence;  ana  of  this  he  particularly  approved. m 
very  sentiment  of*  humanity,  justice*  and  policy,  called* 
for  the  assignment  of  an  adequate  provision  to  the  soldiery, 
after  they  had  become  Unable  to  serve.  Thi^  too  holding 
out  fo  them  the  t>rospcct  of  having  a  permanent  interest  hi 
the  state,  formed  an  additional  stimulus  to  their  zeal  while 
in  the  service.  To  create  this  interest  had  always  been  the 
policy  of  wise  states.  The  Romans  would  allow  none  into 
the  army,  but  those  who  were  possessed  of  property,  be- 
cause without  it  they  did, not  suppose  that  men  were  likely 
to  feel  much  interest  in  the  state.  In  consequence  of  this, 
the  population  were  divided  into  six  classes,  the  lowest  of 
whom,  because  destitute",  were  deemed  unworthy  to  be 
trusted  with  arms.  That  wise  people  were  therefore  parti- 
cular about  thtf  construction  and  character  of  their  army, 
and  so  thry  continued  until  towards  the  period  of  thdir  do 

clkte* 
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Clint.  They  thfen  changed  their  system.  They  entrusted 
their  defence  to  the  praetorian  bands,  and  their  liberty  was 
soon  the  victim.  Their  bands  became  bad  soldiers  as  well 
as  bad  subjects,  and  they  soon  waited  on  their,  era  per  or  to 
request  his  order  to  assassinate  the  senate.  This  institution 
having  extinguished  the  liberty  of  the  Romans,  that  people^ 
because  they  soon  felt  they  had  nothing  to  fight  for,  speedily 
lost  their  greatness,  their  independence,  and  character. 
The  consequences  the  Romans  experienced  from  commit- 
ting their  country  to  the  protection  of  the  satellites  were 
two-fold— first,  their  constitution  was  lost ;  secondly,  their 
army  degenerated,  and  became  terrible  only  to  their  friends, 
while  they  became  insignificant  in  the  estimation  of  their 
Enemies.  Another  reason  for  keeping  up  and  improving 
the  character  of  our  army,  arose  out  of  a  consideration  of 
our  present  circumstances  with  regard  to  France.  The 
flower  of  the  French,  said  the  honourable  gentleman, 
which  is  prepared  to  act  against  you,  must  not  be  opposed 
by  the  refuse  of  the  English.  I  do  not  of  course  mean  to 
call  the  generality  of  your  army  the  refuse  of  your  coun- 
try ;  but  certainly  you  may  have  a  better  sort,  and  unless 
you  combat  the  flower  of  the  enemy  with  the  flower  of  your 
own. people,  your  case  is  perilous.  But  if  you  will  bring 
forward  the  force,  which  it  is  in  your  power  to  collect,  in- 
spired with  the  disposition  which  Englishmen  never  fail  to 
f£el  when  contending  for  their  country,  fired  with  that  spi- 
rit which  is  the  natural  result  of  their  constitution,  with 
the  public  mind,  as  it  were,  marching  along  with  their 
lines,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  issue  of  the  contest. 
What  any  army  arc  competent  to,  the  British  people  are 
competent  to  do,  when  properly  marshalled,  and  the  right 
honourable  secretary's  plan  is  calculated  io  produce  that 
effect*  The  people  are  to  be  trained,  and  thus  the  casualties 
of  the  army  in  the  event  of  invasion  may  be  filled  up.  By 
similar  means  the  Fabian  general  was  enabled  to  maintain 
himself  upon  the  Sabine  hill,  until  he  found  it  convenient 
to  come  down  upon  the  enemy.  If  the  Romans  were  not  a 
military  people,  Fabius  could  not  have  so  acted  and  saved 
Rome,  ami  if  you  are  placed  on  the  same  foottng  neither 
your  independence  nor  your  liberty  are  safe ;  you  must  in- 
deed become  either  a  military  government,  or  a  military 
people ;  you  have  such  an  armed  regular  army  in  the  coun- 
try at  this  moment,  at  least  your  liberties,  notwithstanding 
vour  volunteers,  almost  at  the  mcrcv  of  the  crown,  if  a 

King 
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King  chose  to  try  the  experiment.  I  know  we  have  every 
security  against  any  such  attempt  in  the  character  ot  the 
present  family  upon  the  throne,  but  I  wish  to  consider  the 
Kirn?  in  the  abstract,  without  considering  who  may  be 
King  at  the  time.  I  would  exhort  you  to  take  every  means 
of  interweaving  the  interests  of  the  army  with  your  civil 
rights.  Such  conduct  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  character 
of  your  array,  and  the  safety  and  the  constitution  of  your 
country.  As  to  your  constitution  indeed,  if  that  were 
gone,  vour  national  safety  could  not  long  survive  it,  for 
the  spirit  which  results  from  the  oneis  that  alone  which 
can  preserve  the  other.  If  your  constitution  were  no 
ihorc,  the  conflicts  to  be  expected" between  the  crown  and; 
the  people  would  speedily  bring  you  to  fight  the  battles  of 
France  in  England.  Therefore  the  right  honourable  se- 
crcfary  has  been  wise  in  connecting  the  popular  with  th'cr 
regular  army,  and  so  interesting  tho  latter  in  popular 
rights  as  to  guard  against  such  dangers  as  I  have  alluded' 
to.  This  brings  me  to  consider  the  assertion,  that  the  inter- 
ference of  the  House  is  an  encroachment  on  thcnx>yal  pre- 
rogative. But  the  animal  discussion  of  the  mutiny  bill  is 
a  sufficient  answer  to  that  assertion.  The  assertion  I  have 
alluded  to,  I  maintain  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  uncon- 
stitutional;  and  that  the  troops  of  the  line  are,  strictly" 
speaking,  a  parliamentary  army.  The  mutiny  bill,  indeed, 
on  the  face  of  it,  recognizes  the  right  and  authority  to 
which  I  refer;  andrtny  king  or  minister  tfho  should  advise 
a  king  to  deal  with  that  army  in  any  manner  inconsistent 
with  the  prescription  of  Parliament,  would  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  bill  of, rights.  The  honourable  gentleman  ' 
conjured  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House  to  devcrte  their* 
minds  to  the  great  object  to  which  the  measure  before  the 
House  alluded  ^  observing  that  they  should  be  more  adverse 
to  Francethan  to  one  another,  and  that  this  Mas  not  a  time  to  ' 
be  occupied  about  little  objects.  You  must,  said  the  hon. 
gentleman,  dircrt  your  minds  to  higher  considerations 
than  those  discontents  which  may :j7ow/Mynr we  among  the 
navy  or  among  veteran  soldjcrs.  Let  your  'difficulties  l'c 
measured  by  your  danger,  and  those  difficulties  must  be 
great  hat  should  obstruct  your  progress.  Look  at  the 
perilous  grandeur  of  the  power  that  assails  you,  rind  reflect 

upon  the  means  necessary  to  maintain  your  own  rl^vrifio:;. 
Do  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be  drawn  aside  from  the  proper 
provision* f<v  vo»wr  security  by  fimuciul  eaU'ttl.rtians."  You  - 
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were  told  that  America  could  not  support  her  expenditure) 
and  must  therefore  submit  to  your  arms.  The  same  argu- 
ment was  applied  to  France.  But  the  calculation  wad 
wrong  with  respect  to  both.  The  Americans  and  the  French 
were  victorious.  When  a  great  nation  determines  to  sacri- 
fice wealth  and  maintain  a  great  principle,  there  may  be 
danger,  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  death,  but  there  can- 
not be  defeat . 

-  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  differed  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  in  many  points.  He  could  very 
well  understand  now  the  measure  might  not  be  profit- 
able  in  increasing  the  army,  and  yet  be  excessively,  bur- 
thensome  to  the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  formed  a  very  different  idea  of  what 
was  necessary  for  an  army,  than  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Windham)  had  proposed ;  for  although  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  something  about" 
civil  privileges,  they  did  not  form  any  part  of  the  plan 
ijrhich  had  been  opened.  The  examples  draw  ij  from  the 
cpnduct  of  despotic  sovereigns  to  their  axmiestjj^ould  not 
apply  to  this  country,    fir  Aw\ni\iiLlMfiiiH*  dash  of  a 

Fen  would  remove  the  inconvenience  and  the  contract :  a 
rench  sovereign  might  promise,  and  then  publish  an  or* 
donnance  to  excuse  flue  non-performance ;  but  British  pro- 
mises and  acts  of  parliament  were  not  to  be  so  done  aw  a  v. 
—-On  the  constitutional  part  of  the  question,  it  would  be 
proper  to  say,  that  if  the  measure  were  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  it  ought  to  receive  its  operation ,  from  the  crown, 
without  any  parliamentary  interposition.  The  King,  no 
doubt,  had  complete  authority  to  limit  the  service,  The 
present  clause  was  incongruous  with  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
mutiny  bill  ^  that  was  to  augment  the  powers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  but  this  was  to  restrict  those  powers.  He  was  sorry 
tQ  hear  it  said,  that  soldiers  were  rather  to  look  to  the  legis- 
lature tlian  to  the  Sovereign,  under  the  idea  of  any  diffi- 
dence in  the  latter ;  whatever  mistakes  might  have  been 
committed  by  particular  officers,  he  believed  there  had 
been  no  breach  of  any  deliberate  contract  by  the  executive 
government.  When  once  limited  service  was  recom- 
mended as  a  great  boon  sanctioned  by  parliament,  an  im- 
pression would  be  produced  in  favour  of  it,  which  it  would' 
be  impossible  to  remove,  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  indefinite  service  could  not  be  restored,  however  neces- 
sary it  might  become  to  the  public  security.    Nothing  had 

yet 
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yet  been  said  to  shew  how  this  scheme  coulcl  be  accommo- 
dated to  our  colonial  establishments,  and  this  made  the 
great  distinction  in  the  present  case,  for  Britain  had  this 
peculiar  object  to  preserve,  which  was  comparatively  of  no 
consequence  with  those  countries  where  limited  ser- 
vice had  been  adopted.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  presumed,  although  the  soldiers  had  a 
Tight  to  be  discharged,  that  they  would  not  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  right.  It  was  too  much  in  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fo  expect,  that  in  the  absence  of  all 
E roof  his  predictions  were  to  be  substituted  for  facts.  A 
ttle  had  been  said  on  the  injurious  effects  of  limited  service 
in  this  country ;  it  was  well  known,  that  the  independence 
of  America  bad  nearly  been  sacrificed  to  this  egregious 
error  in  the  military  system  of  the  provinces.  The  addi- 
tional force  bill,  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  and  the  mode  of 
recruiting  by  ballot,  had  all  been  abandoned,  so  that  now 
nothing  remained  to  interfere  with  the  regular  army.  Why 
then  should  not  this  be  tried  ?  He  hoped  ministers  would 
either  withdraw  this  hazardous  and  impolitic  project,  or  at 
least  produce  it  in  the  Committee  in  a  more  digested  state. 
If  they  would  do  neither  of  these,  he  must  make  use  of  the 
rights  he  had,  and  give  his  decided  opposition  to  the 
measure. 

The  Solicitor  General  was  extremely  sorry  that  his 
learned  friend  had  said  so  little  of  the  novel  and  dangerous 
docrines  advanced  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  It  was  said 
that  this  ought  not  to  be  a  subject  of  discussion.  What 
was  the  subject  before  the  committee  ?  It  was  the  mutiny 
bill ;  a  bill  which  declared  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  King 
to  establish  courts  martial,  and  that  only  tar  one  year ;  a 
bill  which  said,  that  it  was  unlawful  to  quarter  troops  upon 
the  subject,  and  restricted  this  burthen  only  to  one  year. 
In  this  bill  a  clause  was  proposed  limiting  military  service 
to  seven  years,  and  it  was  to  be  asserted,  that  such  a  clause 
in  such  a  bill  was  unconstitutional.  But  this  was  not  to 
to  be  done  in  a  mutiny  bill.  If  it  were  to  be  abrogated,  how 
could  it  more  conveniently  be  introduced  than  into  an 
annual  bill.  The  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
said,  that  it  was  wrong  such  a  measure  should  be  sanc- 
tioned by  parliament ;  it  would  have  such  a  powerful  effect 
upon  the  public  mind :  and  yet  in  the  same  breath  the 
committee  was  told  that  the  youth  who  entered  into  the 
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scrvicc  were  utterly  indifferent  if  it  were  limited  or  indefj" 
nitc.     One  moment  this  was  a  great  boon,  which  would 
render  limited  service  in  future  impossible,  the  next  it  was 
'  of  no  value,  and  one  additional  man  would  not  be  added 
*  to  the-anny  by  the  concession.     He  left  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  reconcile  these  glaring  inconsis- 
tencies.    The  -most  extraordinary  argument  was,   that  it 
was  dangerous  to  the  constitution  toen  list  soldiers  for  a  limit- 
ed time,  and  therefore  the  scheme  ought  to  be  rejected.  Did 
gentlemen  remember  how  jealous  the  natives  of  this  island 
had  always  been  of  a  standing  army  in  the  best  times  of  our 
history?   Why  was  the  mTlifla  preferred,  but  because  they 
were  engaged  for  a  limited  time,  and  returned  again  into 
Hie  mass  of  citizens?     Did  not  gentlemen  remember,  that 
the  soldier  resigns  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  and  the  trial  by 
jury  ?     He  would  quote  the  sentiments  of  a  great  and 
learned  Judge,  who  he  believed  was  indebted  for  his  pre- 
ferment to  the  abilities  he  displayed  in  the  work  to  which 
he  should  now  refer.  "  In  aland  of  liberty  it  is  extremely 
dangerous  to  make  A  distinct  order  of  the  profession  of 
arms.  .  In  absolute  monarchies  this  is  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  prince,  and  arises  from  the  main  principle  of 
their  constitution,  which  is  that  of  governing  by  fear  :  but 
in  free  states  the   profession  if  A   soldier,    taken   singly 
and  merely  as  a  profession,    is  justly  an  object  of  jea- 
lousy.   In  these  no  man  should  take  up  arms,  but  with  a 
viow  to  defend  his  country  and  its  laws :  he  puts  not  off  the 
titizen  when  he  enters  the  camp ;  but  it  is  because  he  is  a 
.citizen,  and  would  wish  to  continue  so,  that  he  makes  him- 
self, for  a  while,  a  soldier.     The  laws  therefore,  and  con- 
stitution of  these  kingdoms,  know  no  such  state  as  that  of 
a  perpetual  standing  soldier,  bred  up  to  no  other  profession 
than  that  of  war  :  and  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII.  that  the  Kings  of  Knglnnd  had  so  much  as  a  guard 
about  their  persons.'' — "  Nothing  then,  according  to  these 
principles,  ought  to  be  more  guarded  against  in  a   free 
state,  than  making  the  military  power, 'when  such  a  one  is  . 
necessary  to  be  kept  on  foot,  a  body  too  distinct  from  the 
people.     Like   oiirs,    it    should    wholly  be  composed  of 
natural  subjects;  it  ought  only  to  be  enlisted  for  a  short 
and  limited  time  ;  the  soldiers  also  should  live  intermixed 
with  the  people ;  no  separate  camp,  no  barracks,  no  inland 
fortresses  should  be  allowed.    And,  perhaps,  it  might  be 

Mill 
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still  better,  if  by  dismissing  a  stated  number,  and  enlisting' 
othersat  every  renewal  of  their  term  >w|i  circulation  could  be 
kept  up  obi  ween  the  army  and  the  people,  and  the  citizen 
and  the  soldier  be  more  intimately  connected  together."— 
What  was  it  that  bad  happened  since  this  luminous  author 

{mblished  his  Commentaries,  that  should  diminish  his  jea- 
ou&ies  of  a  standing  army  ?  Was  it  because  the  standing 
army  was  three  times  as  numerous  ?  Was  it  because  it  had 
been  necessary  to  establish  barracks  ?  Was  it  because  a 
great  military  despotism  1-  id  been  expanding  itself  all  over 
Europe,  or  because  every  advancing  year  the  vestiges  of 
liberty  were  progressively  destroyed  amongst  the  surround- 
ing empires  ?  We  had  no  superiority  of  muscular  force, 
of  military  discipline,  or  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war, 
over  our  opponent :  we  had  nothing  to  oppose  to  him 
which  gave  us  a  decided  advantage  ;  but  the  zeal  of  our 
soldiery,  who  were  not  to  fight  for  a  glittering  tyrant,  but 
for  themselves,  for  their  own  liberties,  for  a  cause  in  which 
every  man  mu  jt  consider,  if  he  fell  in  the  field,  that  h* 
was  a  martyr  to  the  freedom  of  his  country.  To  make  him 
burn  with  these  energetic  sentiments  of  virtue  and  patrio- 
tism, he  must  feel  that  he  was  not  only  a  soldier  but  a 
citizen.  He  (the  Solicitor  General)  could  not  listen  with  pa- 
tience to  the  cold  arithmetic  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
fricnd(Mr.  Perceval),  who  exclaimed  with  a  sort  of  triumph, 
that  after  the  soldier  had  spent  21  years  in  the  service,  we 
had  bought  all  this  for  sixteen  guineas.  If  he  had  count- 
ed the  scars  on  the  breast  of  the  veteran,  with  thesame  pre- 
cision that  he  reckoned  the  guineas,  the  liberality  of  his 
nature  would  have  revolted  at  such  a  frigid  calculation. 
Then,  added  lie,  these  ministers  had  economy  on  their  lips, 
but  none  in  their  hearts.  The  economy  for  which  he  con- 
tended could  indeed,  find  no  place  in  the  heart.  Whether 
he  looked  tothc  principles  of  the  British  constitution ;  whe- 
ther he  attended  to  the  voice  of  reason,  justice,  and  huma- 
nity ;  whether  he  regarded  the  maxims  of  political/wis- 
dom, recognized  in  past  times ;  on  whatever  side  he  con- 
templated this  measure,  new  motives  were  presented,  to 
give  it  his  cordial  support. 

General  Norton  spoke  against  the  clause,  and  suggested 

an  amendment,  that  troops  in  the  whole  islands  should  be 

attested  to  serve  not  only  during  the  term  of  seven  years* 

but  until  six  months  after  the  termination  of  any  war.  in 

1  which 
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which  their  time  should  expire ;  Iroops  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean and  West  Indies  to  serve  for  twelve  months,  and  in 
the  East  Indies  for  eighteen  months  after  the  termination  of 
such  war. 

Colonel  Craufurd  shewed  the  fallacy  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  statement  of  the  expence  of  the  measure,  by  no- 
ticing that  his'lordship  had  on  the  one  hand  taken  the  ar- 
my as  it  now  stood,  thereby  giving  no  credit  to  the  plan 
for  raising  recruits,  while  on  the  other  he  had,  in  estimating 
the  additional  expence,  calculated  it  at  250,000  instead  of 
120,000  men,  thereby  making  a  difference  in  their  state- 
ments of  1,001,000/.  the  noble  lord's  being  1,638,000/. 
while,  according  to  his  (colonel  Craufurd's)  calculation,  it 
ouly  amounted  to  670,000/. 

Sir  William  Lemon  congratulated  the  House  on  having 
heard  the  most  constitutional  speech  from  the  solicitor-ge- 
neral, which  in  the  course  of  thirty  or  forty  years  he  had 
ever  heard  in  that  House..  The  greatest  grievance  which 
could  attend  a  free  country,  was  a  great  standing  army. 
If  such  must  be  maintained,  the  most  constitutional  way  in 
which  it  could  be  established  the  better.  On  that  ground 
he  approved  of  the  speech  of  the  solicitor-general. 

Lord  Louvaine  asked,  if  the  present  army  in  this  country 
was  not  a  constitutional  one  ? 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  supported  the  clause.  If  gentlemen 
who  opposed  the  measure  thought  it  of  the  supreme  im- 
portance they  pretended,  why  did  they  object  to  its  being 
agitated  in  parliament,  rather  than  that  it  should  ema- 
nate, as  h6  agreed  it  might,  from  the  authority  of  his  Ma- 
jesty ? 

General  Stewart,  notwithstanding  the  arguments  which 
had  been  offered  by  several  learned  gentlemen,  and  by  an 
honourable  Irish  orator  (Mr.  Grattan),  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  could  not  agree  in  the  good  consequences  that 
were  anticipated  from  this  plan.  It  was  said,  U  would  not 
"'  only  procure  a  rapid  supply  of  men,  but  those  of  a  better 
Ascription.  He  did  not  conceive  the  army  could  have  a 
b/itter  description  than  that  of  soldiers,  ancl  as  to  belter 
orders  of  men,  he  thought  the  common  day-labourers 
made  better  soldiers  than  tradesmen  or  clerks ;  he  spoke 
from  the  experience  of  ten  years  as  a  commanding  officer ; 
.  and  he  could  not  coincide  in  the  opinion  of  the  honour- 
able Iribh  orator. 

Mr. 
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Mr*  Grattan  felt  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
answer  to  the  honourable  general  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  who  had  thrown  some  of  his  scattering  shot  towards 
that  side  of  the  House.  The  honourable  general,  though  he 
did  not  deliver  his  sentiments  in  the  style  of  an  Irish  ora- 
tor, seemed  to  betray  some  symptoms  of  an  Irish  under- 
standing ;  but  he  could  wish  the  honourable  general  had 
evinced  a  little  better  acquaintance  with  Irish  order.  But 
notwithstanding  the  confidence  of  the  honourable  general  in 
the  opinion  he  avowed,  he  (Mr.  Gratlan)  begged  leave 
to  decline  his  authority,  either  as  an  Irish  orator  or  an  Irish 
officer. 

General  Stewart  replied,  that  though  he  did  not  profess  to, 
he  an  Irish  orator,  he  hoped  he  should  ul  vays  maintain  the 
character  of  an  Irish  soldier. 

Mr.  Bankes  approved  the  measure.  If  it  should  fall  of 
success  (which  he  did  not  believe  it  would)  there  was  no- 
thing more  easy  .than  to  return  to  (he  old  practice. 
-  Lord  Garlics,  after  complimenting  (he  master  of  the  roll* 
on  his  very  argumentative  speech,  declared. his  main  objec- 
tion to  the  measure  to  proceed  from  the  bad  eiioct  it  must 
have  on  the  naval  service.  It  might  happen  that  we  had  au 
expedition  going  on  combined  both  ot  naval  and  military 
force,  and  that  one  part  might  be  entitled  to  demand  their 
discharge  while  the  other  could  not.  H«  would  ask  how 
it  could  be  jwssible  to  reconcile  the  one  to  the  idea  of  b«- 
ing  bound  to  continue  in  their  service  while  the  other  was 
discharged  ? 

The  question  being  then  very  generally  called  for,  the 
House  divided — 

For  the  question        -        206 
Against  it         -        -         105 

Majority         101 
The  blanks  were  then  filled  up,  and  the  bill  passed 

through  the  committee  without  any  further  discussion. 

After  which,  the  House  having  resumed,  the  report  was 

brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 

the  next  day. 

The  Chelsea  pension  regulation  bill  was  also  ordered  to 

be  taken  into  consideration  the  next  day. 

The  third  reading  of  the  treating  act  was  postponed  to 

Monday  next. 

The 
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The  other  orders  of  (he  day  being  disposed  of,  the  House 
adjourned  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   JUNE  3. 

The  Temple  Bar  lottery  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  private  committee  for  Thursday. 

The  Irish  revenue  collection  bill,  and  the  Irish  malt 
bill,  passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported* 

The  Earl  of  Moira  presented  a  petition  from  Mr.  Jus* 
lice  Fox,  which  was  read  short  by  the  clerk,  praying  that 
the  House  would  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  do 
what  should  seem  meet  to  them  therein.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  Irish  sugar  bill,  the  Irish  ad-» 
ditional  force  repeal  bill,  and  three  private  bills,  which 
were  read  a  first  time. 

The  Irish  additional  force  repeal  bill  was,  on  the  motion 
of  lord  Walsingham,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Eldon  rose  to  move  the  order  of  the  day.  Earl  • 
Stanhope  wished  previously  to  offer  jjomc  observations  to 
the  House,  Earl  Bathurst  moved  that  the  House  should 
be  cleared.  Strangers  were  immediately  excised,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  Lord 
Viscount  Melville  was  resumed. 

The  discussion  continued  till  ten  o'clock.  Several 
questions  were  referred  to  the  Judges,  who  were  to  dc- 
liver  their  opinion,  in  answer,  on  the  following  Thurs- 
day, to  which  day  the  further  consideration  of  the 
evidence  was  deferred,  and  tq  which  day  also  the  llouso 
^djourncd. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

TUESDAY,   JUNE  3. 

Mr.  Patterson  moved  that  the  evidence  taken  -before  the 
committee  on  the  Norwich  paving  bill  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  "After  a  few  words  from  Mr,  Fellowes  and' 
Mr.  Hurst,  this  motion  was  negative*!. 

Mr.  Fellowes  then  moved  th:it  the  bill  be  jcad  a  third 
time. 

:  Mr. 
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Mr.  Paterson  opposed  it  on  'the  grounds  that  from  the 
rednced  state  of  the  town  in  point  of  trade  and  opulence, 
and  the  pressure  of  a  varie'y  of* pecuniary  burdens,  this 
was  not  the  proper  time  for  it.  . 

After  a  few  observations,  however,  from  Mr.  Fcllowes, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Shaw  Le  Fcvre,  the  bill 
was  re«H  a  third  time  and  passed  J 

Lord  Ossulston  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  stated  that  the 
papers'  respecting  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  moved  for 
by  Mr.  Ro«e,  had  been  ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  be  laid 
before  tne  House.  f  * 

Mr.  Whits  tied  Keene  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  of 
Sir  John  Macpherson,  written  while  he  was  a  member  of 
the  supreme  council  of  Bengal,  dated  the  30th  of  Marchi 
17%',  to  the  court  of  Directors  [This  was  supposed  to 
rel*tp  to  the  observations  made  respecting  Sir  Richard 
Sullivan.]     Ordered. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  papers  from  the  India  House,  pur- 
suant to  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  13th  and  20th  of  May 
last.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  John  Anderson  presented  a  petition  from  the  London 
Dock  Directors  against  the  East  London  "water- works  bill. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
House  should  at  its  rising  adjourn  till  Thursday. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  against  the  East  London 
wafer-works  bill.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.    •  -   * 

Sir  John  Sincliir  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  considering 
the  law  respecting  broad-wheeled  waggons  and  the  high- 
ways to  Scotland. 

AAIEJUCAN  INTERCOURSE. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  though  the  second  reading  of  the 
American  intercourse  bill  stood  for  Thursday,  hoped  that 
it  would  not  come  on  so  soon,  as  Parliament  ought  not  to 
be  pressed  to  decide  upon  it  before  it  was  in  possession  of 
the  requisite  information.  He  thought  the  House  should 
be  in  possession  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  governors 
of  the  West  India  islands,  by  the  late  administration, 
which  he  considered  as  consonant  with  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  the  navigation  act.  He  also  wished  to  have, 
those  instructions  which  had  been  subsequently  sent ;  and 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the  instructions  sent  to  the  go-  * 

Vox-  HI.  1805-6.  E  vernors 
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vernors  of  the  West  India  island*,  relative  to  the  Ameri- 
can intercourse,  of  the  5th  September,  1801,  should  be 
laid  before  the  House ;  as  also  copies  of  any  instructions 
subsequently  sent. 

Lord  Temple  bad  no  objection  to  the  papers — but  as  to 
the  postponing  of  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  if  he 
did  that,  it  irould  be  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  public 
business,  and  not  on  account  of  any  argument  urged  by 
the  noble  lord.  He  contended  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass 
with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  that  though  it  did  not  pass  this 
session*  the  West  India  colonies  -would  only  be  in  the 
came  situation  that  they  had  been  in  for  the  last  thirteen 
years.  Hedid  not,  therefore,  see  any  particular  necessity 
tor  pressing  the  bill  forward  with  any  great  haste.  He  did 
not  see  the  propriety  of  the  noble  lord  urging  it  on  by  that 
command  which  his  situation  gave  him  over  the  House, 
before  the  proper  information  was  produced.  > 

Mr.  Pltimer  said,  that  it  was  irregular  to  fay  that  the 
noble  lord  had  a  command  over  the  House. 

Mr.  Perceval,  in  explanation,  said,  that  he  did  not  see 
iyhere  the  irregularity  was  in  saying,  that  the  noble  lord's 
situation  and  eloquence  gave  him  great  influence  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Plumer  observed,  that  if  the  honourable  and  learned 

fentleman  had  not  used  the  word  command,  he  would  beg 
is  pardon. 

.  Mr.  Rose  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  noble  lord  to  postpone  the.  second  reading  of  the 
bill  beyond  Thursday.  He  adverted  to  the  petitions  that 
had  been  presented,  and  the  great  interests  that  were  con- 
cerned in  this  business.  If  a  committee  was  granted  him, 
he  undertook  to  finish  the  evidence  np  stairs  in  three  days. 
He  had,  during  the  last  few  months,  seen  the  mos  extraor- 
dinary ^neasurea  that  ever  he  had  observed  in  parliament ; 
but  this  was  the  most  extraordinary  of  them  all.  His 
lordship  had  expressed  his  doubts  whether  he  would  post-* 
pone  it  upon  the  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  near  him. 
Thit  was  the  mott  extraordinary  language,  and  such  as 
was  seldom  heard  in  that  House. 

Lord  Temple  in  explanation,  said,  that  his  doubts  as 
to  postponing  it  arose  uora  the  state  of  business  before  the 
House;  and  he  had  expressly  said,  that  this  was  the 
ground  pf  his  doubt,  and  not  any  argument  of  the  noble 

lord. 
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lord.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  proposition  for  a  committee  won)d  have  been 
perfectly  proper  had  the  bill  been  a  measure  of  repeal: 
But  it  was  merely  a  matter  of  regulation,  enabling  the  go* 
vernmenf  to  do  that  by  law  which  had  been  for  several 
years  past  done  without  law,  or  against  H.  However,  he 
-would  postpone  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  till  Friday. 
— The  papers  were  then  granted. 

ABOLITION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fax  rose  to  give  notice,  that  he  should 
on  Tuesday  next  bring  forward  a  resolution  respecting  the 
final  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  He  conceived  it  would 
be  too  late  in  the  present  session  to  propose  any  bill  upon 
the  subject ;  but  as  it  was  one  of  those  important  subjects 
upon  which  his  Majesty's  present  ministers  had  pledged 
their  opinions  to  the  House,  he  thought  it  high  time  to  evince 
their  determination  of  carrying  those  opinions  into  effect- 
General  Tarleton  wished  to  know  the  specific  tenor  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  intended  motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said,  he  had  no  wisli  to  conceal  from 
the  hon.  gentleman  the  purport  of  his  motion,  but  he  had 
not  yet  shaped  it  into  any  specific  form  of  words.  His  ob- 
ject, however,  was  that  the  House  should  pledge  itself  to 
-some*  resolution,  for  entering  as  early  as  possible  next 
cession  into  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  with  a  view 
to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  but  without  settling 
any  particular  period  for  that  purpose. 

MARQUIS  WELLE8LE7. 

Lord  Temple,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  bad  given  upon 
»  former  day,  now  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  a  speci- 
fic day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the  chargvs  of  hi^h 
crimes  and  misdemeanours  against  the  Marquis  Wellesley, 
laid  upon  the  table  by  an  hon.  member,  on  the  £bth  of  last 
month.     He  hoped  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to 

Sicface  his  motion  by  observations  to  any  great  length. 
tit  as  the  hon.  member  who  had  brought  forward  those 
charges,  had  named  no  particular  day  for  moving  the 
House  to  their  consideration— feeling  as  he  did  the  nature 
and  importance  of  those  charges  to  be  such  as  called  for 
their  full  investigation  with  the  least  possible  delay— he 
now  rose  for  that  purpose.  Gentlemen  who  had  looked 
into  those  charges  mu*t  have  felt  them  to  be  of  the  most 

E  2  -weighty 
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weighty  nature.  They  directly,  iiuoutetf  to  Lord  Welles- ♦ 
ley  not  only  every  species  .ot*  public  delinquency  that 
could  brand  the  character  of. a  .public, officer,  hut  every 
charge  of  private  depravity  that  could  stain  the  personal 
.reputation  of  an  individual.  ,'He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
bou.  gentleman  who  brought  forward  those  charges,  bad 
done  so  under  a  sqlf-jpersua&ion  of  their  truth,  and  a  be- 
lief that.,  he  should  be  able  .to  substantiate  them  in  evi- 
dence,    fie  would  not  pay  the  lion,  gentleman  so  had  a 

•  compliment,  as  to  suppose  be  would  bring  forward  such 
charges  against  $uy  man,  much  less  against  the  noble  lord, 
unless  he  was  himself  persuaded  they  were  founded  in 
fact,  and  without  being .  prepared  with  evidence,  which 
lie  himself  conceived  competent  to  sustain  them.  But  the 
hon.  gentleman  must  allow  that,  notwithstanding  the 
strength  of  his  own  persuasion  upon  the  subject,  it  was 
£till  possible  .the  noble  lord  might  possess  a  confidence 

in  his  .own  .innppencc,  superior  to  every  accusation  of 
'.such  ajnatu^e,  aijtd  rnpst  feel,  extremely  impatient  for  the 
opportunity  of  his  own  vindication,  more  especially  whtfn 
,those*charges included  pneof  a  nature  more  atrocious  than 
all  the  rest,  .and  such  a  que  as  called  for  the  most  immedi- 
ate investigation,  namely,  the  charge  of  a  foul,  deliberate, 
and  cruel  murder.'  •  In  this  charge^ was  also  included  ano- 
ther person,  not  a  member  of  eitlwr  House  of  Parliameut, 
for  whose  account  also  much  anxiety  must  be  felt,  though 
he  had  not  the  Jionour  even  of  a  slight  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  namely,  M&v  Hcnty  Wellesley.  But, 
from  the  nature  of  the  charges  altogether, 'and  more  espe- 
cially the  last,  it  became  absolutely  neCcssary  that  *jn  ear- 
ly investigation  should  now  take  place.  If  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  named  any  day  for  such  an  enquiry,  it  would 
not  be  his  wish  to  take  it  out  o£  his  i  hands :  for  the  pre- 
.sent,  ho'vever,  he  should  move,  "That  the  House  do,  on 
to-morrow  fortnight,  take  into  its  consideration  the  charges 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  laid  on  their  table, 
.against  Richard  Marquis  Welleslev,  on  the  8th  ult.  con- 
cerning, the:  atlair  of  .Oude."  It  the  hon.  gentleman 
-should  then  hive  any  motion  to  submit  to  the  House  upon 
•the  subject,  lie  would  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so., 
If  not,  he  (Lord  Temple)  should  certainly  propose  a 
motion  on  the  subject. 
.     Mr.  Paid!  adverted  to  the  precedent  of  Mr.  Burke's 

*  ppecedings  agai.^t  Governor  Hastings,  ?  and  said,  thxt 

v        •  -  *h&t 
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that  right  hon.  gentleman,  after  five  years  deliberation  and 
repeated  motions,  had,  upon  the  4th  April,  17^6',  laid  on 
the  table  seven  articles  ot  charge  against  Mr.  Hastings ; 
on  the  12th  of  April,  he  bid  four  more  ;  and  on  (he  7th 
of  May,  three  more  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  right  hon« 
gentleman  had  taken  five  years  to  deliberate  upon  hLs  pur- 
pose ;  that  he  had  the  benefit  of  the  reports  of  the  .secret 
committee,  of  various  -  papers  he  moved  for,  mid  of  evi- 
dence examined  at  the  bar  for  the  proof  of  his  charges  ; 
yet  it. was  not  in  less  than  six  weeks  afterwards,  that  he 
jnoved  the  House  to  any  proceeding  upon  those  charges* 
Now  he  had  given  notice  only  the  preceding  day  that  ho 
had  witnesses  to  examine,  and  had  also  moved  for  a  nurn« 
A>er  ef  papers,  many  of  uhich  were  absolutely  necessary 
in  support  of  the  charges  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord. 
Let  those  witnesses  be  examined  at  the  bar;  let  those  pa- 
pers be  produced  in  proper  time,  and  he  should  not  have 
the  smallest  objection  to  proceed  to  the  investigation  on 
the  day  proposed.     Indeed,  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
moved  for  that  day,  if  the  testimony  and  documents  had 
been   fairly   before  the  House:  but  until  they   were,  he 
should  not  be  induced  to  move  one  step  U)  the  right  or  to 
the  left,  or  to  move  one  degree  quicker  or  slower,  in  cou*-e- 
.quehce  of  the  noble  lord's  motion,  or  of  any  importunity 
from  the  friends  of  Lord  Wellesley :  and  with  respect  to 
the  charge  of  murder,  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  it 
D*asa  general  charge,  and  only  mentioned  amongst  others, 
with  a    hope  that,    upon  substantiating    the  preceding 
charges,  he  would  be  allowed  to  bring  a  supplementary 
charge  upon  that  distinct  head ;  and  he  would  be  ready  to 
go  into  the  proofs  upon  that  point  the  next  day,  if  the 
others  were  gone  through. 

Lard  Archibald  Hamilton  could  not  let  pass  forne  ex- 
pressions which  h -id  fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  without 
making  some  observations  upon  them.  The  noble  lord 
had  complained  that  the  charges  of  the  hon.  gm'lcmau 
went  to  impeach  the  private  character  of  Lord  Vv  ellesler 
for  acts  merely  of  public  and  ofticial  conduct,  and  that  he 
had  applied  to  the  noble  marquis  personally  every  atro- 
cious epithet— of  tyranny,  cruelty,  oppression,  plunder, 
and  even  of  murder,  for  acts  done  in  his  public  and  oiiicial 
situation.  But  he  must  conceive  it  impossible,  tint  such 
could  have  been  the  purpose  of  the  hon.  gentleman  ;  and 
w  to  the  charge  of  murder,  he  did  not  conceive  it  io  be 
,  11  put 
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put  by  the  hon,  gentleman  in  the  way  ft  Was  imputed. 
But  really,  if  in  bringing  forward  charges  such  as  tho$6 
now  on  the  table  of  (he  House,  and  every  tittle  of  which  his 
lordship  conceited  to  be  warranted  by  the  documents  al* 
ready  brought,  forward  in  support  of  them,  a  member  was 
to  lie  restrained  in  the  u§e  of  such  language  and  such  epi- 
thets as  were  usual  in  expressing  opinions,  extremely  natu- 
ral to  his  feelings,  upon  such  circumstances  as  those 
charged,  lost  the  private  character  of  the  party  accused 
should  be  supposed  to  be  implicated  in  his  public  con- 
duct, it  would  be  impossible  for  any  man  to  devise  a  be- 
coming language  for  bringing  before  that  House  criminal 
charges  against  public  delinquency  in  any  man. 

Sir  John  Newport  expressed  some  surprise,  how  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  if  he  had  read  the  charges 
upon  the  table,  could  so  far  mistake  that  particular 
charge,  which  related  to  murder,  as  to  say  the  crime  was 
not  roundly  and  specifically  charged  against  the  noble 
marquis,  in  conjunction  with  others.  1* he  hon.  baronet 
here\  read  an  extract  from  the.  charge,  which  stated,  that 
the  said  marquis,  in  conjunction  with  Richard  Wellesley, 
had,  with  numbers  of  armed  men,  surrounded  the  man- 
sions of  certain  zemindars  and  rajahs,  the  subjects  of  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  and  within  his  dominions,  and  did  at- 
tack, slay,  and  destroy  several  of  the  rajah's  said  zemindars, 
and  their  attendants  and  adherents,  and  did  sack  and 
plunder  their  said  mansions  of  their  property ;  thus  com- 
pleting the  measure  of  his  oppression  and  tyranny,  by  a 
foul,  deliberate,  wanton,  and  cruel  murder.  If  this, 
then,  waa  not  a  charge  of  murder,  couched  in  as  strong 
words  as  had  ever  appeared  in  the  language  of  ,an  indict-  i 
ment,  be  was  at  a  Jo8S  to  conceive  what  words  could  de- 
scribe it  more  strongly. 

Sir  Arthur  Welltshy  rose,  to  express  some  surprise  aft 
the  declaration  made  by  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  but 
one ;  namely,  that  he  thought  the  charges  against  the  no- 
ble marquis,  nis  relation,  borne  out  by  the  documents  al- 
ready laid  upon  the  table ;  and  more  especially,  as  the 
noble  lord's  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Paull),  had  said,  only  the 
moment  before,  that  ha  could  not  sustain  those  charges 
without  several  other  documents  which  he  had  moved  for; 
and  also  the  examination  of  several  witnesses  at  the  bar. 
It  was  very  extraordinary,  therefore,  that  the  noble  lord 
should  'pronounce  so  decidedly  upon  the  truth  of  charges 

(which 


(which  however  remained  to  be  proved),  that  his  hon. 
friend  who  brought  them  forward  declared  he  was  not  able 
to  sustain  without  much  more  evidence*  With  respect  to 
the  charge  of  murder,  however,  it  was  one  of  too  foul 
and  atrocious  a  nature  to  be  sqifered  to  go  forth  unex« 
plained,  or  remain  as  a  stain  upon  the  character  of  his  no- 
ble ielation9  without  placing  the  circumstances  upon 
which  it  was  founded  in  a  proper  point  of  view.  There 
were  certain  officers,  called  zemindars  and  rajahs,  resident 
in  that  part  of  the  nabob's  territory  which  was  ceded  to  the 
company  in  1801,  and  rendered  linMe  to  pay  certain  tri# 
butes,  in  the  way  of  land-tax,  upon  that  territory  annual- 
ly to  the  company.  The  first  year's  tribute  they  did  pay^ 
be  believed,  regularly  ;  and  the  regulations  of  the  com- 
pany, which  were  the  laws  of  the  country,  were  promul- 
gated and  established  in  that  territory ;  but  upon  the  se* 
cond  payment  bein£  required,  instead  of  complying  with 
the  law,  they  combined  to  resist  it :  they  assembled  toge- 
ther their  armed  forces  under  the  chief  command  of  an 
officer  named  Amas  Ali  Khan  ;  they  retired  to  their  forts ; 
they  set  the  laws  at  defiance;  they  refused  to  pay  any  tri- 
bute ;  and  it  was  found  necessary  by  the  governor  general,  in 
support  of  the  laws,  to  reduce  those  men  by  force.  So 
formidable  were  they,  that  it  required  the  whole  of  the 
Bengal  army,  with  the  commander  in  chief  at  their  head, 
to  effect  this  service.  They  were  attacked  in  their  forts, 
and  in  the  course  of  their  obstinate  resistance  some  persous 
fell ;  some  blood  was  spilt ;  and  this  was  what  (lie  honu 
gentleman  imputed  to  the  noble  marquis  as  a  murder.  It 
was  an  act  of  public  power  done  in  support  of  the  laws  of 
the  country r  like  what  would  have  been  done  against  any 
class  of  British  subjects  in  similar  resistance  to  the  laws 
passed  by  (hat  House ;  and  tjie  House  would  judge  how  far 
it  was  just  to  describe  such  a  measure  by  the  epithet  of 
murder. 

Zjord  Archibald  II ami  It  on  explained,  that  when  lie  said 
fhe  charge  was  warranted  by  the  papers  on  the  table,  he 
could  not  be  supposed  to  mean  that  it  was  proved.  This 
wa*  a  quite  different  thing. 

Mr*  Golding  observed,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land might  as  well  be  charged  with  murder,  for  having  sup- 
pressed rebellion. 

Mr.  Fax  submitted  whe  her  this  was  a  time  to  enter  upon 

the 
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the  merits  of  the  case,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  dismissed  for  the  present. 

Doctor  Laurence  said,  that  it  was  impossible,  in  a  cast* 
of  this  kindj  to  fix  a  particular  day.  The  House  could 
not,  with  any  propriety,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  charge  till  the  whole  oi  the  evidence  was  before  them. 
Papers  had  been  moved  which  had  been  suppressed  by 
the  late  board  of  controul,  which  hare  not  yet  been  pro* 
duced. 

Jjord  Castlerengli  complained  of  the  illiberal  manner 
in  which  he  had  b»n  treated  bv  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman,  who  said  that  he  had  suppressed  papers, 
when  he  had  only  exercised  a  proper  discretion,  thinking 
that  the  communication  would  be  injurious  to  the  public 
service.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  ought 
rather  to  have  made  a  specific  motion  on  the  subject,  and 
then  he  would  be  prepared  to  defend  himself.  These 
papers  wofcld  not  certainly  justify  the  expression  in  tha 
charge. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  that  the  papers  in  question  re- 
lated to  troops  and  forts,  and  other  matters  of  public  no-' 
Toricty,  and  were  therefore  the  worst  grounds  in  the  world 
for  the  exercise  of  this  discretion.  As  he  was  on  his 
legs,  he  must  say  that  the  word  c  murder*  was  improperly 
applied. 

Ixnrd  Henry  Petty  agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Fox)  that  this  was  a  most  improper  time  for  entering 
on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
aubject  would  be  dropped. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

EXEMPTIONS    FROM    TAXES. 

4 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose  and  stated,  that  a  very  general 
misconception  prevailed  cis  to  the  exemptions  to  be  allowed 
to  persons  having  small  incomes  and  large  families.  The 
measure  which  he  intended  to  propose  on' that  subject  was 
completely  distinct  from  the  property  tax,  and  his  object* 
was  to  frame  it  in  such  a  manner  that  it  should  not  be  liable 
to  the  sq me  objections  as  exemptions  under  die  property 
t»x.  He  might  not  have  been  misunderstood  in  that 
House,  but  a  wrong  impression  had  been  conveyed  to  the* 
public  by  oilier  channels.  It  was  painful  to  him  to  be  mis- 
conceived on  this  point,  and  he  now  stated  the  matter  again, 

in 
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in  hopes  that  the  wrong  impression  would  be  dotte  away 
by  means  of  the  same  channels-  (His  lordship  stated  that 
the  exemptions  were  to  be  allowed  under  the  assessed 
taxes.)  In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Long,  he, 
observed,  that  the  exemptions  were  to  be  allowed  by  a  cer- 
tain scale,  according  to  the  income  and  the  number  of 
children. 

Mr.  WUberforce  stated  his  satisfaction  at  this  proposed 
regulation. 

Sir  J.t  Newport  rose  with  peculiar  satisfaction  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  as  he  was  convinced  it  would  be  sufficient 
merely  to  state  the  measure  of  uhich  he  had  given  notice, 
to  ensure  the  full  concurrence  of  the  House.  %  This  mea- 
sure, in  which  he  was  supported  by  the  authority  of  hia- 
Majesty's  ministers,  went  to  lay  open  the  intercourse  ii>. 
grain  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and,  he, trusted,, 
it  would  be  merely  a  prelude  to  that  free  interchange  of 
every  other  commodity  .bqttycjen  the  ,two  countries,  which 
was  so  much  to  be  desired.  '  With  regard  to  grain,  an  ar-; 
tide  of  the  first  necessity*  there  could  be  no  doubt,  thatone 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  should  assist  another,  when- 
ever occasion  demanded  it:  and  t{ie  only  way, of  preventr 
imj  an  undue  rise  in  the  price  of  the  commodity  in  any  p^rfc 
of  the  country,  was  to  remove  every  limit  an£  obstruction 
in  the  way  of  its  interchange.  The  measure  which  he 
should  propose  would  place  all  the  ports,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  exactly  on  the  same  footing  wi,th  regard  to  im-. 

Ewtaiion  or  exportation,  as  the  different  ports  of  Great 
ritain  were  at  present  with  regard  to  one  another*.    It  was, 
^rnestly  to  be  wished,  that  the  Union  between  the  two 
countries  should  become  every  day  more  close,  and  that  the 
channel  which  divided  them  should  no  longer  oe  considered, 
as  a  barrier,  but  as  a  bond  of  uniop,  and  the.mediijm  of 
mutual  ana  beneficial  intercourse.    He  then  moved  for. 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  making  the  intercourse  ingrain 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  free,  and  unrestrained. , 
The  motion  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the* 
whole  House  on  Thursday.  V 

Mr.  Foster  gave  notice  that  he  .would  on  Thursday 
move  for  certain  papers  respecting  the  corn  trade  of  Ire-* 
land.  ':      K 

Sir  J.  Newport  brought  up  the  Irish  malt  and  spirits 
duty  bill.     Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  see 
oond  on  Thursday. 
*  Vol.  III.  1S05-6.  F  Mr. 
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"  .Mr.  Windham  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  what  had 
follen  from  the  hon.  member. 

Lord  Castlereagh  then  rose  to  move  for  certain  papers 
respecting  Chelsea  Hospital,  which  he  thought  it  extremely 
material  lor  the  House  to  be  in  possession  of  before  they 
entered  on  the  discussion  of  the  proposed  changes  in  the 
pensions  to  be  given  to  soldiers.  From  these  papers  it  would 
appear,  that  the  House  was  called  upon  to  new-model  a 
benefaction  which  ought  to  have  originated  from  the  crown. 
The  new  measure  would  also  materially  affect  the  rights  of 
property  which  had  been  vested  in  a  corporate  body.  He 
then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of 
fhc  charier  and  regulations  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  together 
with  the  returns  or  the  number  of  in  and  out-pensioners, 
and  of  the  expencc  attending  them ;  also  a  statement  of  the 
jevenueof  the  Hospital  for  the  last  year,  with  an  account 
of  its  sources. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  on  the  mutiny* 
bill. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  begged  to  know  when  the  right 
honourable  secretary  intended  to  bring  forward  his  bill 
for  abolishing  ballot  in  the  militia,  and  for  providing  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  for  the  introduction  of  which, 
he  had  received  the  consent  of  the  House  full  two  months 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  he  had  already  given  notice 
df  his  intention  of  bringing  them  in  on  Thursday  next." 

Sir  W.  Elford  conceived,  that  the  mode  of  raising  and 
supporting  the  militia  by  means  of  bounties  instead  of 
ballot,  as  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  secretary,  would 
destroy  the  very  essence  of  the  militia.  At  present  the 
ballot  was  suspended,  because  the  militia  was  not  reduced 
to  that  establishment  which  was  thought  sufficient;  but 
now  they  were  to  be  placed  on  a  very  different  footing ;  ballot 
was  to  be  rejected,  and  bounties  to  be  tried.  This  he  con- 
ceived a  destruction  of  the  constitution  of  the  militia,  which 
was  founded  on  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown 
to  call  out  a  part  of  the  community  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  The  militia  service  ^>as  therefore  of  £  personal 
and  compulsive  nature.  The  honourable  member  was  pro- 
ceeding farther,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker^ 
who  observed  that  the  subject  was  not  at  present  before  the 

Hxmser  ^ 

General 
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General  Sir  James  Puiteney  gave  notice,  tliat  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  he  should  propose  an  amend* 
ment,  relative  to  confining  limited  service  to  second  bat* 
taiions. 

The  report  was  then  received,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

Lord  Temple  farther  postponed  the  second  reading  of 
the  American  intercourse  Dill  till  Monday* 

On  (he  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  the  House  resolvcx) 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  regulating  Chelsea 
Hospital.  The  report  was  then  received,  and  the  farther 
consideration  of  it  postponed  till  Thursday. 

The  West  India  commissioners  bill  was  road  a  second 
time,  an  A  ordered  to  a  couimitiee  of  the  whole  House  04 
Thursday. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  conrtnittee 
of  supply,  granting  four  millions  and  a  half  for  paying 
off  exchequer  bills  of  1805,  outstanding  and  unprovided 
for.  A  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the 
resolution. 
,    Adjourned  till  Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  5, 

The  Iri^i  customs  bill,  the  Irish  revenue  regulation  bi'J, 
and  the  Irish  malt  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  a  message  sent  to  the  House  of  Common*  to  acquaint 
•them  therewith. 

The  property  tax  bill,  and  the  Irish  additional  force  re* 
peal  bill,  were  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  the 

next  day.  ♦ 

Mr.  Fawkner,  clerk  of  the  privy  coiinctT,  presented 
copies  of  two  orders  of  council,  rdativc  to  the  commerce 
of  Tortola,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  inoved  for  some  accounts  respect- 
Sag  the  commerce  of  Dominica,  with  reference  to  the  Tor- 
tolt  free  port  bill;  which  were  ordered. 

liarl  Spencer  adverted  to  the  order  which  stood  for  thb 

next  day,  with  reference  to  the  motions  which  his  noble 

*  *  f  2  frienll 
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friend  (Lord  Gfenvilte)  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward,  relative  to  the  administration  of  justice  in 
Scotland.  His  noble  friend,  in  consequence  of  indisposi- 
tion, would  be  unable  to  be  in  his  place  the  next  day,  and 
therefore  he  wished  to  postpone  the  order  till  the  next  day 
,se'nnight,  when  his  noble  friend  would  probably  be  enabled 
to  attend. 

The  order  for  summoning  their  lordships  for  the  next 
day  was  discharged,  and  renewed  for  the  next  day  se'q- 
night. 

The  order  for  the  attendance  of  witnesses  relative  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  which  stood  for  the  next  day,  was, 
on  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  discharged,  and  re* 
newed  for  Wednesday  next,  on  which  day  the  Lords  were 
ordered  to  be  summoned. 

#  Strangers  were  brdered  to  withdraw,  and  their  lordships 
Tesumed  the  consideration  of  the  evidence  adduced  on  thfe 
trial  of  L  >rd  Viscount  Melville. 

The  judges  attended,  and  delivered  their  opinion  in  an- 
swer to  the  questions  referred  to  them  on  Tuesday. 

The  discussion  afterwards  continued  till  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
deferred  till  the  next  day. 

Adjourned.  . 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   JUNE -5. 

Mr.  Davies  Davenport  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat  for 
Cheshire,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Egerton  deceased. 

An  account  was  presented  of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  excise.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  : 

Mr.  Meheux  from  the  India  board,  presented  the  pa  pen 
moved  for,  respecting  thd  rajah  of  Sassnea*  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  customs  fees,  abolition  bill  was  brought  u£,  read  a 
Brst  time?  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Wed- 
nesday. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Irish  militia  ser- 
vice bill  was  postponed  fill  Monday. . 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  tfie  Scotch 

,  distillery 
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distillery  acts.  Mr.  Vansittart  stated  various  inconvenien- 
ces that  arose  from  the  present  mode  of  collecting'  the 
duties  on  distilleries  in  Scotland,  and  concluded  by  moving, 
That  they  should  be  collected  in  the  form  mentioned  in  the 
resolutions  which  he  was  about  to  propose.  These  weifc 
banded  to  the  chairman  (Mr.  Hobhottse),  who  took  the 
sense  of  the  committee,  whether,  as  the  particulars  were 
to  appear  on  the  votes,  he  should  then  read  them.  The 
.sense  of  the  House  being  against  reading  the  particulars 
then,  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  House  re- 
sumed. Report  the  next  day. 
The  second  reading  of  the  thread  lace  bill  was  postponed 

^  till  Monday. 

The  Dublin  paving  bill  was  committal.  Report  the 
next  day. 

Mr.  Foster jrose*  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  papefe 
relative  to  the  corn  trade.  He  accordingly  moved  t\>r  se- 
veral accounts  respecting  the  quantity  of  corn,  flour,  &e. 
-imported  and  exported,  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

%  for  the  last  twelve  years,  the  drawbacks  and  bounties  al- 
lowed during  the  same  period  for  exports  and  imports  of 
corn  to  and  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
American  colonies,  together  with  the  average  prices. — OJt* 
dered. 

MARQUIS   WELLESLET. 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved  for  so  much  of  a  letter,  dated 
the  4th  of  December  1800,  of  the  court  of  directors  to  the 
Bengal  government,  as  related  to  the  transactions  in  Oude. 
Ordered. 

Mr^  Paull  moved  for  the  production  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Bengal  government  with  Colonel  Scott,  re- 
specting the  arrangements  made  by  Marquis  Wrileslrj, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  Lucknow  concluded  in  18'Ji. 
These  papers  had  before  been  moved  for,  but  there  were 
thirteen  omissions  in  the  correspondence,  all  of  them,  in 
his  opinion,  of  importance. 

Lord  CaUlereaghy  after  what  had  passed  the  preceding 
night,  trusted  thit  he  might  be  allowed  to  state  how  the 
matter  stood.  Strictly  speaking,, the  late  board  of  con- 
troul  was  not  a  party  to  the  return  at  all,  for  it  had  been 
made  by  the  present  board,  therefore  if  there  was  any 
thing  improper  in  the  discretion  exercised,  the  present 
board  was  responsible.  But  lie  hud  no  objection  to  siaie 
yrhzt  would  have  been, the  course  had  they  continued  in 
»  .  ollicc. 
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office.  •  They  hud  determined  to  keep  back  part  of  the 
papers,  but  left  them  in  such*  a  state  that  their  successor* 
might  judgefor  themselves.  However,  he  had  stated  con* 
fidentially  to  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Cieevey) 
his  views  upon  the  subject :  they  wished  to  withhold  that 
part  which  related  to  the  private  character  of  the  nabob 
vizier,  which  they  considered  it  as  disrespectful  to  him  to 
publish.  They  therefore  set  aside  five  letters.  There  were 
•bo  four  or  fire  paragraphs  kept' out  of  different  papers, 
•because  they  were  to  be  found  in  other  papers  presented, 
and  the  reasons  were  stated  in  marginal  notes.  He  had 
no  objection,  however,  to  the  production  pf  the  omitted 
paragraphs,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  have 
them. 

Lord  Morpeth  said,  that  they  had  thought  of  with* 
holding  some  papers  as  being  private  and  confidential,  but 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  was  of  opinion  that  they 
would  support  his  cause,  he  might  have  them.  As  to  the 
letters  respecting  the  private  character  of  the  nabob  vi- 
sier,  he  thought  that  extracts  from  these  would  answer  his 
purpose. 

Mr.  Creevey  agreed  in  what  had  been  said  by  his  noble 
friend.  After  which  Lords  Castlereagh  and  Morpeth  said 
a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Fault  said  that  he  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
these  papers  from  the  dispatch  of  the  directors,  and  con* 
tended  that  such  as  he  called  for  would  not  injure  the  cha- 
racter of  the  nabob.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
should  be  produced.  He  did  not  stand  up  for  the  cha- 
racter of  the  nabob  vizier ;  but  a  more  correct  and  dignified 
conduct  had  never  been  displayed  by  any  European  prince. 
From  the  oppression  and  tyranny  which  he  had  suffered, 
he  had,  to  be  sure1,  resorted  to  means  to  kill  care,  and  if 
by  this  means  he  was  unfitted  for  the  management  of  his 
affairs,  it  was  an  additional  reason  why  the  papers  should 
be  produced.  He  then  read  one  of  the  omissions  from  a 
lettef  in  his  hand ;  which  one  I^ord  Castlereagh  pointed  oat 
in  the  printed  papers.  But  Mr.  Paull  insisted  that  the 
tendency  and  bearing  were  different  in  the  letters. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  no  objection  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers  in  question,  on  the  part  of  Marquis 
Wellesley.  They  would  even  be  of  advantage  to  his 
noble  relation ;  but  his  cause  did  not  need  their  support, 
and  therefore  he  thought  that  those  relating  to  lb*  private 

1  conduct 


JUNE  5.]  OtTDE  CHARGE.  SS 

Conduct  of  the  nabob  ought  to  be  suppressed,  because  it 
ought  to  be  considered  that  he  was  a  Mussulman,  and  the 
publication  might  do  him  a  great  deal  of  injury  in  his  own 
country. 

'  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wallace,  the  motion  was  put 
and  carried. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
subject  of  the  state  of  the  highways  and  broad- wheeled  ' 
waggons.    He  was  of  opinion,  from  the  statements  of  an  - 
ingenious  mechanic,  and  other  circumstances,  that  various 
improvements  might  be  made  in  this  respect.     He  would,  ' 
therefore,  rhove  for  a  committee  to  consider  the  acts  relative 
to  the  highways  and  broad-wheeled  waggons,  with  a.  view 
to  form  proper  regulations  on  this  point,  and  report  to  the 
Hoyse. 

Mr.  Curwen  seconded  the  motion,  and  a  committee  Was  ^ 

accordingly  appointed. 

>  ,         .  - 

OUDE   CHARGE. 

Mr.  Paull  gftvfe  notice,  that  on  the  10th  of  June  he  would 
move  the  consideration  of  tfce  Oude  charge.  * 

The  Speaker  observed,    that  it  was  his  duty  to  say, 
that  the  18th  of  June  had  already  been  appointed  for 
that  purpose;  and  though  an  order  might  be  postponed,  ' 
it  could  not,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  be  ac- 
celerated. 

Mr.  Panllsaid,  that  the  House  had  not  been  brought  to 
this  dilemma  by  him. 

Mrs  Fox  requested  the  Speaker  to  read  the  questiou 
again  t  and,  having  heard  it,  said  that  the  thing  was  im-  * 
possible:  an  order  might  be  postponed,  but  not  accele*' 
fitted ;  and  hedid  not  know  what  thehon.  gentleman  meant. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  said,  that  as  the  noble  lord  was 
Dot  in  the  House  who  moved' the  consideration  of  the  charge  • 
dn  the  18th,  he  would  propose,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
should,  in  the  mean  time,  call  his  witnesses,  and  examine 
them  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved,  that  the  18th  be  inserted  instead 
of  the  10th  of  June. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  the  18th  bad  already  been  fixed  upon ; 
but  the  hon.  gentleman  might  move,  that  his  witnesses 
should  attend  on  the  18th. 

Sir  Arthur  WtUtslty  observed,  that  the  noble  lord  who 
proposed  the  18th,  did-  it  with  a  view  to  have  a  decision 

on 
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on  that  day.  -For  his  part,  he  only  wished  to,  have  a  de- 
cision this  session.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  call 
his  evidence  on  the  10th,  if  consistent  with  the  orders  of 
tie  House ;  aiid  it  might  be  considered  on  the  18th.  He 
lipped  at  all  events  that  the  matter  would  not  be  delayed  be- 
yond the  present  session. 

,Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  whatever  might  be  the  wishes 
of  the  honourable  general,  they  could  not  supercede  the 
established  rules  of  the  House.  Evidence  might  be  laid  on  the 
feeble,,  but  oral  evidence  could  only  be  taken  when  the  sub- 
ject was  under  consideration.  The  order  then  was  to  consi- 
der it  further  and  further,  as  there  should  appear  occasion. 
Though  the  honourable  gentleman  moved  that  his  witnesses, 
should  be  called  on  the  18th,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  under- 
stood that  tbey  were  therefore  to  be  heard.  He  concluded 
by  declaring  that  though  the  forms  of  the  House  could  not 
be  violated,  yet  that  everv  facility  ought  to  be  given  to  tjie 
business,  -that  the  time  of  the  House,  and  the  interests  of 
substantial  justice,  could  allow. 

:  Mr.  Paullsaid  that  no  one  had  ever  in  a  similar  situ- 
ation, proceeded  so  rapidly  as  he  had  done*  There  should 
be  no  delay  on  his  part. 
I  Mr.  Francis  wished  to  know  whether  the  hearing  of  evi-, 
deuce  was  equivalent  to  the  taking  a  thfng  into  considera- 
tion ?  If  printed  evidence  was  received  before  the  period  of 
entering  upon  the  consideration  of  a  subject,  why  should  not, 
oral  evidence  ?  If  we  could  get  over  this  difficulty,  the  evi- 
dence might  be  heard  in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  Fox  rejplied,  that  by  the  forms  of  the  House,  oral 
evidence  could  not  be  received  .except  when  a  subject  was 
under  consideration,  audthis  was  the  case:  he  apprehended, 
for  these  among  other  reasons,  that  proper  limits  might  be 
set  to  the  evidence,  and  that  the  members  might  have  it 
Us  fresh  as  possible  in  their  recollection. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved,  that  the  following  gentlemen  be 
ordered  to  attend  the  House,  on  the  181  h,  viz.  Lord  Teign- 
mouth,  General  Sir  Alured  Clarke,  General  Sir  J.  Craig, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  Baynes,  Alajor.Generai  Fre- 
derick St.  John,  William  Wright  accomptant  to  tlie, 
EastJndia  Company,  Colonel  Alexander  Kidd,  and  Ri- 
chard Strachey,  Esq. 

Sir  Henri/  Strachey  said,  that  Mr.  Strachey  was  under 
orders'  for  India,  and  that  it  would  be  hard  if  he  shoukl  be 
detained  by  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr: 
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Mr.  Paull  said,  that  this  gentleman  had  been  private 
peonetary  to  the  governor,  during  the  transactions  at  Fur* 
rvckabad  and  other  places,  ana  must  of  course  be  well 
acquainted  with  them.  But  he  would  still  waive  the  order 
as  to  him,  if  it  would  occasion  him  any  serious  inconve* 
fueace,  it  being  understood  however  that  he  was  to  attend^ 
if  he  should  not  have  quitted  the  country.  Upon  this  Mr. 
Stjrachey  was  struck  out  of  the  motion,  which  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved  for  a  return  of  the  numbers  and 
expence  of  the  first  regiment  of  European  infantry,  of  the 
company  of  artillery  and  Lascars,  of  the  Bengal  native  ca- 
valry and  infantry,  and  other  regiments,  between  the 
years  1798  and  1799 :  together  with  an  account  of  the 
turns  expended  for  bullocks  for  their  supply  for  a  certain 
period,  stating  by  whom  provided  and  to  whom  paid. 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Foster,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  May,  postponed  the  * 
$econd  reading  of  the  linen  drawback  bill  till  Monday, 

INTERCHANGE'  OF  CORN  BETWEEN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND 

IRELAND. 

The  House,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  resolved. 
itself  into  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 

?)t iety  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  & 
iree  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the 
mutual  export  $jid  import  of  certain  species  of  grain  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  into  a  committee,  Mr. 
Hobhouse  in  the  chair. 

Mr: Foster  rose  and  observed,  that  there  were  some  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  such  a  bill,  which  unless  satisfacto- 
rily obviated,  would  present  insurmountable  objections 
to  its  being  passed  into  a  law.  At  present  the  corn -trades 
of  both  countries  were  regulated  under  acts  of  parliament 
respectively,  which  established  in  each  country  an  average 
rate  of  price  for  the  different  species  of  grain,  which  ave- 
rage being  attained  in  the  home  market,  the  ports  weife 
closed  against  exportation,  and  opened  for  importation  ;  ' 
and  below  which  price  exjwrtation  w&s  permitted,  and  im- 
portation precluded.  This  regulation  was  made  with  a 
view  to  prevent  an  excessive  price  of  the  necessary  of  life  to 
the  home  consumer ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  allow  evety 
reasonable  advantage  to  the  agricultural  interests-  in  each 
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kingdom.  Now  by  (he  proposed  bill,  as  far  as  be  was 
enabled  to  conjecture,  although  the  price  of  corn  in  Eng- 
land should  be  above  the  average  which  admitted  of  ex- 
portationyyet  the  price  in  Ireland  might  be  so  much  cheap- 
er, as'  to  admit  (lie  continuance  of  exports  from  thence  ; 
and  therefore  by  the  proposed  bill,  which  he  understood 
Was  to  allow  the  free  interchange  of  corn  between  both  coun* 
tries,  without  bounty  or  duty,  the  English  merchant  who 
wished  toelucje  the  law,  and  export  British  corn  to  foreign 
countries,  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  consign  it 
thro'  the  medium  of  Ireland;  and  vice  versa,  so  might  the 
Irish  merchant  elude  the  law  of  that  country,  by  exporting 
through  England.  The  only  mode  by  which,  in  his  con- 
templation, such  mischievous  consequences  could  be  avoid- 
erf,  would  be  to  restrain  and  regulate  the  corn  trade  of 
both  countries  by  one  general  average  from  the  mass 
of  prices  in  both.  The  average  in  England  was  taken  from 
a  comparison  of  twelve  districts  r  the  Sco'ch  trade  was  re- 
gulated by  the  British  standard,  and  the  Irish  by  an  ave- 
rage of  the  prices  in  every  part  of  the.  kingdom.  Now  by 
regulating  the  general  export  rate  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  from  an  average  of  the  whole  mass  of 
prices  collectively,  the  evil  would  be  obviated,,  which 
would  otherwise  be  unavoidable,  under  the  proposed  bill. 

To>  these  observations,  Sir  John  Newport  nodded  as- 
sent. 

Mr.  Weston  expressed  his  readiness  to  give  fo  Ireland 
-every  boon  and  advantage  not  actually  inconsistent  with 
the  fair  interests  of  Great  Britain ;  and  observed,  that 
although  so  much  had  not  been  granted  as  was  sought 
about  two  years  since,  yet  he  believed  that  what  had 
then  been  granted,  had  been  of  considerable  advantage  to 
Ireland.  lie  did  not  at  present  see  any  objection  to  the 
proposed  measure,  particularly  if  under  the  regulations 
and  restrictions  suggested  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who,  had  just  sat  down  ;  but  he  hoped  it  .would  be 
considered  as  a  boon  to  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Newport  was  ready  to  admit  that  what  had  been 
already  done  for  Ireland  on  this  head,  had  been  of  mutual 
advantage  tobolh  countries,  and  of  as  much  to  this  as  to 
Ireland  r  the  great  exporting  grain  from  this  country  to  Ire- 
land was  barley  ;  of  which  in  the  last  year,  the  quantity 
was  110,000  quarters;  and  the  principalgrain  exported  from 

8  Ireland 
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Ireland  to  England  and  Scotland  was  oats,  of  which  tbo 
quantity  was  very  great  indeed,  beyond  the  supply  afford 
td  by  their  own  produce  for  their  necessary  consumption ; 
and  therefore  the  interchange  of  these  grains  alone,  would 
be  a  considerable  accommodation  to  the  agriculture  and 
Consumption  of  both  nations.  He  was  very  willing  thank- 
fully to  acknowledge  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  any  boon 
conferred  .by  this  country ;  put,  at  the  same  time,  it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that  every  such  boon,  so  con- 
ferred upon  the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  was  given  to 
the  best  customer  this  country  bad  in  Europe  for  her 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Faster  begged  leave  to  add  a  few  words,  in  order 
to  ascertain  beyond  misconception  the  object  he  had  in 
riew.  In  the  way  of  the  suggestion  he  had  proposed,  and 
which  be  understood  was  admitted,  there  were  certainly 
difficulties,  but  not  insurmountable  ones:  The  average 
prices  of  corn  in  Ireland,  by  which  its  export  and  import 
were  to  be  regnlfrted,  could  be  communicated  to  every  out- 
port  in  the  kingdom  in  five  days  after  quarter-day.  Nearly 
the  same  expedition  could  be  obtained  in  a  similar  commu- 
nication to  the  out-ports  of  Great  Britain,  with  respect  to 
the  average  prices  here :  but  in  placing  both  countries 
mutually  under  the  same  regulations,  a  longer  delay  must 
necessarily  occur.  Much  of  the  difficulty  however  would 
be  removed  by  consulting  the  aid  of  experienced  and  prac- 
tical men,  which  might  be  done  during  the  progress  of  die 

bill. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  said  a  few  words  in  approba- 
tion of  the  measure ;  after  which 

Sir  John  Newport  moved,  that  the  chairman  be  instruct- 
ed to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill ;  which 
was  agreed  to*  .   . 

Reported  forthwith,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

The  Irish  mail. coach  road  bill  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Thursday  next. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot's  creditors' 
bill  was  deferred  to  Thursday  sc'nnight. 

The  further  proceedings  on  the  excise,  stamp,  and  post- 
office  regulation  ,  bills,  and  .the  Chelsea  hospital  bill,  were 
deferred  to  Monday  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

G  2  HOUS*. 
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HOAJSE  OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   JUNE  6. 

The  Irish  first  fruits  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  a  message  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  acquaint 
them  therewith. 

The  property  tax  bill,  the  Irish  sugar  bill,  and  the  Irish 
additional  force  repeal  bill,  passed  through  committees  aiia 
were  reported.  .     .  . 

Lord  Auckland  presented  the  report  of  the  board  of  trade 
made  in  1784,  relative  to  the  trade  between  the  West  Indie* 
and  America,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Baker  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  Irish  stamp  duty  bill,  and  four 
private  bills,  which  were  read,  a  first  time. 
•  Mr.  Irving  from  the  custom-house  presented  returns 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  Dominica,  which  were  ordered 
to  lie-on  the  table  and  to  be  printed.      . 

Strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw,,  and  the  consider* 
ation  of  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Vis- 
count Melville  was  resumed. 

Their  lordships  continued  in  discussion  till  eleven  o'clock, 
jrben  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject  was  deferred 
till  Monday,  on  which  day  the  judges  .were  again  ordered 
to  attend.    Adjourned. 
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TJfUDAT,   JUNE  6. 

Lord  Muncaster  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat  for  the 
county  of  Westmoreland,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Michael  Lo 
.Fleming,  deceased. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  acquainted  the  House,  that 
the  Lords  had  agreed  to  the  Irish  first  fruits  bill,  the 
Irish  revenue  collection  bill,  and  the  Irish  malt  duty  regu-i 
lation  bill,  without  any  amendment. 
-  A  person  from  the  office  of  customs  presented  an  ac- 
count of  all  duties  of  customs  charged  and  outstand- 
ing, from  April  5,  1805,  to  April  5, 1806,  Ordered  to  be 
printed, 

A  person 
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A  person  from  the  tax-office  presented  an  account  of  ba- 
lances in  the  bands  of  the*  receiver-general  of  the  land  tax 
ft  Scotland.     Ordered  to  be  printed, 

A  person  frorri  the  pay-office  presented  an  account  of  the 
Correspondence  of  the  paymaster-general,  relating  to  the 
auditing  of  regimental  accounts  from  July,  1801. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  there  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  a  report  of  the  experiments  made  to 
ascertain  the  comparative  strength  of  malt,  barley,  and 
bigg,  in  Scotland.  He  then  brought  up  the  report,  and  on 
account  of  the  accuracy  and  importance  of  the  experiments 
tohich  it  detailed,  moved  that  the  report  be  printed; 
trhich  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Hobhonse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whofe  House,  containing  certain  resolutions  respect- 
ing duties  on  distillers  in  Scotland,  and  a  bill  wag  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Mr.  Hobhoufce  brought  up  the  report  on  the  Dublin 
paying  bill,'  tod  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Newport,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish  malt  and  spirits  duty 
bin.     Report  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

ABANOOMllEKT  OF  THE  TAX  ON  PRIVATE  BREWBRS. 

LordH.  Petty  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
House  to  rfesdlVe1  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
for  thepurpbse  of  pbstponing  it  to  Monday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Jjord  H.  Petty  rose  to  say,  that  he  proposed  the  present 
delay  till  Monday  $  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  tax 
which  he  had  latelj  submitted  to  the  House.  He  still  re- 
mained convinced  however  of  the  equity  of  the  principle 
on  which  the  tax  on  private  brewers  was  founded,  and  con- 
tinued to  think  that  it  went  to  produce  an  equalization  of 
the  price  of  beer*  to  all  orders  of  the  community  ;  to  those 
who  w£re  supplied  by  the  public  brewer,  and  to  those  who 
brewed  their  otf  n  bfeer.  But  understanding  that  a  consi- 
derable diversity  of  opinion  existed  on  this  subject,  he. felt 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  giving  it  some  delay,  and  \ 
full  and  mature  consideration,  in  order  that  its  justice 
might  be  fully  understood  and  acknowledged.  The  mode  in 
which  the  application  of  Hie  tax  ought  to  take  place,. 
Would  also  deserve  to  be  considered ;  namely,  whether  its 

object 
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object  might  not  be  better  attained  by  increasing  the  duty  on 
malt,  giving  at  the  same  time  a  drawback  to  the  public 
brewer,  or  by  the  way  which  he  had  already  stated  to  the 
House.  Feeling  a  strong  anxiety,  from  the  necessity  of 
the  times,  that  every  attention  should  be  paid  to  this  sub* 
ject,  and  at  the  same  time  anxious,  from  the  responsibility 
imposed  upon  him,  that  his  financial  measures  should  ob- 
tain the  support  anjd  concurrence  of  the  country,  he 
wished  in  the  mean  time  to  avail  himself  of  the  existing 
assessed  taxes,  and  should,  in  the  committee  of  ways  ana 
means,  on  Monday  next,  propose  an  addition  of  10  per 
cent,  on  the  assessed  taxes,  in  the  room  of  that  tax,  which 
he  should  relinquish  for  the  present.  But  should  he  con- 
tinue in  the  situation  which  he  now  had  the  honour  to 
fill,  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  propose,  in  the  next 
session  of  Parliament,  a  similar  tax  to  that  which  he  had 
now  abandoned. 

Mr.  Coke  said,  that  he  was  astonished  when  he  heard 
the  tax  on  private  brewers  first  proposed  ;  and  the  more  h? 
had  considered  the  measure,  the  stronger  did  his  objec- 
tions to  it  appear.  He  lamented  that  the  noble  lord  should 
ever  have  been  persuaded  to  propose  a  tax  so  hateful,  par* 
tial,  and  oppressive.  <  He  regretted,  when  it  was  first  pro- 
posed, that  he  should  have  had  to  oppose  a  measure, 
brought  forward  by  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  voted 
for  thirty  years,  on  one  steady  principle,  and  to  whom  he 
looked  up,  rather  than  to  any  other  set  of  men,  for  the  sal* 
vation  of  the  country  at  the  present  period. .  The  tax 
which  was  now,  for  the  present,  relinquished,  could  only 
be  considered  as  a  boon  held  out  to  a  certain  description  of 
.persons,  he  meant  the  public  brewers,*  who  could  hardly 
lie  considered  as  entitled  to  any  such  favour,  when  the 
quality  of  the  commodity  which  they  produced  was  taken 
into  account.  , 

Sir  R.  Buxton i  who  had  from  the  .first  considered  the 
tax  as  objectionable,  was  glad  to  hear,  that  the  measure 
of  introducing  the  excise  into  private  families  bad  been 
finally  abandoned.  But  he  was  extremely  sorry  to  learn, 
that  the  noble  lord  intended  to  persist  in  the  measure,  and 
again  to  bring  it  forward  next  year ;  though  he  trusted  that 
he  would,  in  the  meantime,  see  reason  to  alter  his  determi- 
nation. 

Lord  H.  Petty  replied,  that  he  had  already  stated,  that 
the  regulation,  as  to  the  excise,  had  been  finally  aban* 

doned ; 
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doned;  and  he  must  say,  that  the  various  reports  which 
had  gone  abroad  on  this  subject  were  founded  on  gross 
misrepresentation.  It  had  uniformly  been  his  opinion, 
that  the  forcible  introduction  of  the  excise  into  private  fa- 
milies could  not  be  justified  on  any  principle  whatever.  It 
was  never  meant  that  this  part  of  the  bill  should  be  en- 
forced, but  that  it  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  option  of 
the  private  brewer,  whether  he  should  submit  to  the  laws 
of  tne  excise,  or  pay  the  duty  on  the  scale  of  the  assessed 
taxes.  He  should  ever  contend,  that  the  tax  was  fair  and 
equitable  in  itself,  as  obliging  the  private  brewer  to  pay  in 
a  just  -proportion  to  the  other  consumers  of  beer. 

Mr.  Baker  thought,  that  the  foundation  of  the  tax,  as 
originally  proposed,  was  the  introduction  of  excisemen 
into  private  families,  and  stated  the  result  of  a  conversa- 
tion which  he  had  with  the  noble  lord  on  the  subject,  which 
was  soon  after  followed  bv  an  abandonment  of  that  part  of 
the  measure.  He  trusted  and  expected  that  the  tax  would 
be  relinquished  altogether.  From  what  he  had  seen  of  the 
candour  and  ability  with  which  the  noble  lord  filled  his 

E resent  office,  he,  for  one,  had  certainly  no  objection  to 
is  remaining  in  that  situation  ;  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say,  with  bis  lion,  friend  behind  him,  that  tne  safety 
of  the  country  depended  on  the  continuance  of  the  present 
administration,  indeed,  from  the  experience  of  the  last 
twelve  years,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  place  the  same 
confidence  in.  all  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

Mr.  Long  observed,  that  the  introduction  of  the  excise 
into  private  families  would  have  been  attended  with  intole- 
rable inconvenience,  as  they  would  thus  have  become  sub- 
ject to  the  various  excise  laws.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed addition  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  assessed  taxes,  it 
deserved  to  be  considered  whether  the  increase  might  not 
be  pushed  so  far,  as  to  counteract  the  very  purpose  in 
view,  and  to  diminish,  instead  of  increasing,  theit  gene- 
ral produce.  At  the  same  time  this  substitute  met  with 
his  comparative  approbation. 

Mr.  Fox  was  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  in  question  was  a 
good  one,  as  putting  the  private  brewer  only  on  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  other  consumers  of  beer.  All  that 
part  of  the  measure  which  related  to  the  excise  was  in- 
tended to  be  dropped ;  but  he  must  say,  that  it  only  meant 
that  every  person  should  have  his  option;  and  that  if,  on 
the  principle,  volenti  hon  fit  injuria,  any  man  should  choose 

to 
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to  submit  to  all  the  inconvenience  of  the  excise,  instead  of 

{>aying  on  the  scale  of  the  assessed  taxes,  he  might  be  at 
iberty  to  enjoy,  his  option.  This  was  all  .that  was  intended 
by  the  word  "  accommodation1'  which  had  been  used,  and 
on  which  the  right  hon. .  gentkroan  who  spoke  last  had 
dwelt.  But,  on  the  whole,  whatever -might  .be  his  opi* 
nion  with  regard  to  the  tax,  he  was  glad  that  it  was  post* 
poned  for 'the  present.  In  the  difficulties  jn.  which  the 
country  was  placed,  we  could  only  m<ake  choice  of  the 
least  of  two  evils,  and  it  became  necessary  for  the  House 
to  consider,  principally,  what  tax  might  be  the  least  ob- 
jectionable. With  regard  ix>  the  addition  to  the  assessed 
taxes,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  ptoduc*  - 
tive  in  some  degree.  It  would  be  found  impossible  to  avoid 
*  pressing,  either  more  immediately,  or  more  remotely,  on 
the  poorer  classes  of  society.  Even  the  assessed  taxes  must 
have  this  effect  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.    IVUberforce  observed,  that  had  the  tax  been  per* 
sistcd  in,  be  should  have  congratulated  the  House,  that 
the  part  respecting  the  excise  had  been  left  out ;  but  he 
now  felt  still  more  gratified  that  the  noble  lord  had  relin- 
quished the  measure,  at  least  for  the  present;  and  be  must 
say,  that  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  on  this  occasion 
had  increased  that  respect  which  he  had  uniformly  felt  for  : 
his  character.    He  had  shewed,  that  he  remembered  that" 
he  was  the  financier  of  a  free  country,  and, that  the  general 
stock  of  good-will  towards  the  government  should  not  be 
diminished.    Had  the  tax  been  persisted  in,  he  should 
not  have  opposed  it,  as  he  had  already  resisted  a  prece- 
ding measure,  which  he  considered  as  hostile  to  the  manu- 
factures of  .the  country ;   but  he  should  have  regretted* 
the  effects  which  he  feared  it  would  have  had  in  many 

Earts  of  the  country,  where  it  was  common  for  families  to  , 
rew  their  own  beer — a  practice  which  be  should  ever  con* 
sider  as  equally  favourable  to  comfort  and  sobriety,  and  as 
deserving  of  every  encouragement.  In  the  main,  he  con?* 
sidered  the  proposed  addition  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  assessed 
taxes  as  an  excellent  measure,  though  it  might  perhaps  be 
better  to  make  the  increase  greater  on  some  of  these  taxes 
than  on  others.  A  very  considerable  increase  on  the  tax  on 
men-servants,  for  instance,  would  never  bear  hard  on  th? 
poorer  classes  of  society. 

Mr*  Jjoknstone  expressed  his  astbn<!*l<meat  ani  regret,  * 
that  the  noble  lord  should  have  abandoned  a  former  tax,  . 
'•*".  -  and 
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and  relinquished  the  present,  while  nothing*  hithertd  had 
been  imposed  for  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  loan,  ex*' 
cept  the  trifling"  tax  on  appraisements,  and  oil  tobacco,  &£'. 
He  contended  that  the  principle  of  the  tax  was  g>od,  and 
that  it  Only  required  courage  and  perseverance  oft  the  part' 
of  the  noble  lord  to  render  it  productive.  He  quoted  the 
words  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  who  had  long  ago  recom- 
mended  a  tax  precisely  similar,  though  he  had  proposed* 
that  the  duty  should  rather  be  imposed  on  the  Malt,,  than 
on  the  private  brewer.  On  the  whole;  lie  conceived  that 
ministers  had  thought  the  relinquishment  of  the  Treasure 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  military  plans  of  their  righ  t 
hon.  colleague,  and  not  produced  by  any  conviction  of  its 
hurtful  tendency.  < 

Mr.  Tyrwhit  Jones  thought,  that  had  the  tax  been 
persisted  in,  the  present  ministers  would  have  become  as 
unpopular  as  any  who  had  ever  ffone  before  them.  He 
would  advise  the  noble  lord,  however,  to  revert  to  the 
tax  on  iron,  in  preference  to  an  increase  of  the  assessed 
taxes. 

Str  W.  Williams  Wynne  observed,  that  private  brewers 
generally  used  double  the  quantity  of  malt  and  hops  to  that 
consumed  by  the  public  brewer  for  producing  the  same 
quantity  of  beer  *  and  therefore  as  much  expence  attended 
the  private  brewer,  as  the  consumer  of  beer  from  public 
breweries.  Besides,  it  was  not  always  in  the  option  of  an 
individual  to  have  recourse  to  public  brewers  \>  he  could 
state,  that  in  the  whole  principality  of  Wales  there  was 
only  one  man  of  that  description. 

Mr.  W.  Smilk  considered  the  clamour  that  had  been 
raised  against  the  tax  as  unnecessary  and  excessive.  Her 
thought,  that  if  the  people  of  that,  part  of  the  country,  with 
which  the  hist  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  was  connected* 
put  less  malt  into  their  beer,  both  their  health  and  their 
morals  would  be  improved  by  the  change. 

Sir  W.  Williams  Wynne,  in  reply,  observed,  that 
they  used  malt  ami  hops,  which  tho  public  brewers  did 
not.     (Ijaugh.) 

Mr.  Caxtert  was  not  aware  of  any  peculiar  pressure 
on  the  labouring  poor*  which  had  been  produced  by 
taxes  lately  imposed.  The  demand  for  labour  had  in- 
creased, and  with  it  the  increase  of  wages;  but  the 
middle  ranks  of  society  had  felt  the  pressure  much  more 
severely. 
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Jlfr.  Jfrse  thought,  that  the  situation  of  the  public 
brewer  was  not.  such  as  called  for  favour  and.  protection, 
by  imposing  a  countervailing  duty  on  priratc  brewers* 
TV«  quantity  of.  malt  used  by  the  public  brewer  was  in* 
eofttioerable,  when  compared  with  that  used  by  the  pri- 
vate brewer.  Jt  had  beat  found*  that  the  porter  brewers 
of  lioadon  produced  throe  banek  and  a  half  of  beer  from 
eight  bushels,  while  the  private  brewer  required  ten  bushel* 
to  produce  a  hogsheads  It  had  been  calculated  that  the 
public  brewers  produced  as  much  from  2,400,000  bushels, 
as  the  private  brewers  from  seven  millions  of  bushels.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  see  how  the  public  would  gain,«hr 
throwing  the  production  of  beer  principally  into  the  fcanw 
of  the  brewers;  as  what  might  be  gained  by  the  increase 
of  the.  duty  pn  beer  might  be  test  by  the  defalcation  of 
that  on  malt. 

.  Mr,  Whitbread  declared,  that  the  concern  to  which  ho 
belonged  did  not  produce  their  beer  in  the  proportions 
Stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  So  tar  as  he 
recollected,  the  hon.  gentleman's  statement  was  not .  even 
correct ;  for  the  quantity  there  alluded  to  was  not  3%  barrels, 
but3i  barrels.  But  even  in  that  proportion  he  asserted 
that  the  calculation  did  not  apply  to  the  house  in  which  he 
was  concerned.  Surely,  however,  it  must  be  sesli  that 
the  public  brewer  must  know  little  of  his  trade,  and  make 
little  of  his  capita),  if  he  could  not  produce  a  better  article 
qut  of  a  smaller  quantity  of  malt  and  hops  than  ti  private 
brewer  could. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  confirmed  the  correctness  of  thta 
calculation,  and  observed,  that  the  public  brewer  had 
£reat  advantages  over  the  private,  in  respect  of  the  quan- 
tity from  the  same  materials,  arising  from  superior  skill 
and  machinery. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  ways  and  means  on  Monday  nest. 

MUTINY    BILL. 

Mr.  Windham  having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  mutiny  bill, 
.,  Mr.  Wallace  rose  to  express  his  disapprobation  of  the 
new  regulations  introduced  into  the  bill,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  unnecessary,  and  as  only  tending  to  preclude 
his  Majesty  from  the  exercise  of  Jiis  prerogative,  because, 
£  if 
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if  he  refused  his  assent  to  the  new  measure/  he  taust  with- 
hold it  at  the  ex  pence  of  letting  loose  the  army.  He  did 
not  gee  what  occasion  there  was  for  making  this  distinctly 
between  the  pledge  given  by  the  crown  fand  ttiat  givwr  by 
parliament,  hut  to  degrade  the  royal  prerogative.  '  Neither 
did  he  sec  why  parliament  should  now  be  called  on  to  give 
their  sanction  {o  a  measure  which  they  might  afterwards, 
feel  it  their  dnty  to  accuse  ministers  for  adopting,  He  did 
not  know  which. most  to  admire,  the  rashness  of  the  rnea- 
sure  itself,  or  the  meanness  with  which  the  right  hon.  geil* 
tkmanhad  stared  it  off:  from  time  to  time— to  a  time,  bte 
hoped*,  in  which  he  would  no  longer  have  a  share  in  the 
government  of  the  country.  What  did  th*  plan  hold  out 
U>  the  exuding  army  ?  That  they  should  be  relieved  ? 1  No. 
They  hod  Jbnght  onr  battles,  but  they  were  to  tfemaih  Infc 
state  of  confessed  slavery,  and  were  to  receive  no  benefit 
from  the  new  regulations.  He  should  have  less  objection 
to  the  measure,  if  the  men  to  be  raised  wete  t&be  placed  in 
separate  corps.  But  two  men  standing  nfefct  each  other  fa 
the  ranks  may  know  that  the  one  Is  boulid  fof  life}  while  the 
Other,  who  has  served  a  shorter  period,  must  be  discharged 
within  a  few  years.  As  to  the  idea  that  a'  better  description 
of  men  would  be  procured,  he  did  not  believe  it;  nor  did 
he  like  the  mixture  of  soldier  and  citizen  "It  had  been 
said*  if  the  measure  did  not  succeed,  it  could  easily  be  re- 
scinded. Of  this,  however,  he  was  not  so  much  convince*). 
It  must  fiist  have  gone  on  tor- 7  or  10  yeots,  and  then,  im- 
politic as  it  might  be  found  to  have  been,  probably  70,000 
or  oven  10,000  men  would  fall  to  be  discharged.  * 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  declared,  thai"  he  had  not  been  able. 
till  lately,  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  consideration  or 
this  question ;  but  upon  considering  it,  he  was  convinced 
that  it  had  been  truly  said,  that  it  should  not  be  consi- 
dered merely  as  a  military  question,  but  as  an  appeal  to 
the  great  principles  of  human  nature,  which  genuemeij, 
who  had  not  the  advantage  of  a  military  education,  might 
be  competent  to  decide.  In  the  consideration  that  he  bad 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  to  the  subject,  he  had'  perused 
several  of  the  military  treatises  which  had  lately  been 
written,  one  by  an  hon.  member  of  that  House  (General 
Stuart),  and  another  professing  to  be  a  discussion  of  the 
present  state  of  the  English  army,  an<i  boih  these  treaties 
met  with  his  decided  approbation.  This  was  a  circum- 
stance which  he  only  mentioned,  that  Che  House  might 

H2  not 
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pot  suppose'he  rose  to  speak  upon  a  military  question, 
Without  baring  previously  taken  any  pains  (o  inform  his 
judgment.  It  was  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  the  great 
question  at  present  was,  to  increase  the  regular  army. 

•  Grentlemen  might  differ  as  to  the  'degree  of  necessity  tor 

•  the  increase,  but  to  him  it  appeared  that  a  Considerable  in- 
.  crease  of  our  regular  army  was  necessary,  to  enable  us  to 

resist  the  enemy.    If  this  country  once  possessed  a  large 
.  regular  army,  its  naval  power  would  give  it  great  advan- 
tages in  the  use  of  it.     It  the  enquiry,  then,  were  simply 
,  to  find  out  the  most  effectual  means  of  increasing  tlie  regu- 
lar army,  the  argument  of  his  right  hon.  fridnd  (Mr. 
Windham)  appeared  perfectly  fair,  when  he-  supposed 
.  that  the  ?ame  measures  should  be  taken  to  induce  men '  to 
enter  into  the  army,  as  would  be  taken  to  induce  persons 
(p  enter  intp  any  other  occupation  where  hands  trrrewtat- 
ing.    The  greatest  inducement  that  could  -be  heM  out  was 
"hope.    Hope  was  the  great  stimulus  to  every^ exertion; 
.and  mankind  were  so  constitnted,  that  their  happiness  was 
jnorein  the*  pursuit  of  a  distant  advantage,  than  in  the 
actual  enjoyment  of  it  when  it  should  be  obtained.  *  It 
was  upon  this  great  principle  of  human  nature,  that'  the 
nations  which  had  most  excelled  in  military  renown,  had 
wisely  foriped  institutions  which  facilitated  the  advance* 
Iment  of  men  from  the  lowest  ranks  to  the  highest  sittm- 
lions.  Although  from  the  mensnrc  as  proposed  by  his  right 

*  hon.  friend,  hp  hoped  a  great  deal,  and  anticipated  much 
igoocl,  yet  he  considered  that  the  positive  inducement  to 

men  to  enter  into  the  army  must  come  from  some  other 
source.    At  present,  whatever  inducements  there  wt*re  to 
#enter  the  military  life,  were  balanced  by  the  consideration 
that  it  is  a  step  which  can  never  be  recalled,  u  vestigih  nul- 
la retrorsum"    They  were  also  opposed  by  the  opinions 
,pf  parents  and.  friends,   who  considered  a  young  man 
xuined  and  lost  to  his  family  and  friends  for  oyer,  should 
'he  embrace  the  life  of  a  soldier.     He  considered  Aen, 
;tb{itthe  principal  effect,  of  this  measure  would  be  to- re-* 

*  move  the  obstacles  and  impediments  which  now  stood  in 
the  way  of  recruiting,  but  that  the  positive  inducements 
must  come  from  some  other  quarter.     He  thought  that  the 

.  strongest  inducement  would  be  to  see  the  means  of  promo- 
tion within  their  reach,  and  attainable  in  u  short  time. 
.  lie  thought  th^t  tjiere  was  many  a  man  who  w&uld  -not  set 
;£re^  value  pn  **  distant  ^vantage*  at  the  expiration  of 
v  fourteen 
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fourteen  or  twenty  years,  but  that  if  sonic  kind  of  promo- 
tion or  honourable  distinction  could  be  obtained  in  a  few 
years,  would  feel  stronriy  induced  to  aspire  to  if.  He 
thought  tli  at  the  possibility  of  speedy  promotion  from  the 
lowest  situations  of  life  to  a  higher  one,  would  of  itself  -be 
the  most  powerful  inducement.  Even  small  distinctions 
had  great  wight  with  the  generality  of  mankind;  foe 
such  was  the  littleness  of  humeri  nature,  that  it  was  al- 
most  always  by  comparison  that  people  judged  of  their 
own  situation  and  ot  their  own  happiness.  If  they  saw 
themselves  ever  so  little  raised  above  those  who  Had  been 
their  equals,  they  were  highly  pleased  and  elated.;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  was  often  by  comparing  their  situa- 
tion with  that  of  others,  that  many  found  out.  or  fancied 
that  they  were  miserable.  Distinctions  that  would  hardly 
cofct  the  nation  any  thing  would  to  individuals  be  of 
great  importance.  Military  men  were  at  all  times  fond  of 
such  distinctions;  and  therefore  the  slurs,  the  ribands, 
and  the  military  decorations  which  were  usually  given  to 
successful  commanders,  had  always  been  reckoned  among 
those  things  that  formed  u  the  chief  defence  of  nations*" 
lie  should  wish  that  the  system  of  those  military  decora- 
.  tions,  as  a  reward  of  merit,  should  be  much  farther  ex- 
tended in  the  army,  so  that  every  man  might  entertain  a 
hope  that  an  opportunity  might  occur,  in  the  co«irse  of 
oue,  two,  or  three  years,  when  he  mi^lit  signalize  hnuself 
by  some  gallant  exploit,*  to  gain  some  of  those  envied  dis- 
•iuictions->  41ehad  heard,  that  at  one  time  the  late  aejini- 
oistratioa  ,had  thought  of  instituting  something  like  an 
order  of  merit  among  the  navy,  and  he  hoped  the  noble 
lord  who  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  would 
carry  that  idea  into  execution.  He  was  convinced  that 
such  an  institution  would  hold  out  the  most  powerful  mo- 
tives both  to  great  exertions,  and  to  make  the  service  at- 
tractive. He  could  by  no  means  agree  with  the  objection 
that  had  been  so  much  relied  upon,  that  such  a  measure 
as  this  should  hi \ c  been  carried  into  efFect  by  the  Crown, 
without  consulting  Parliament.  He  was  surprised,,  in- 
deed, at  the  quarter  from  which  this  objection  jworeeded  ; 
for  if  ministers  had  acted  difFercntly,  and,  of  their  own 
heads,  uitroduccd  a  change  so  important  in  the  military 
system  of  the  country  ^  and  which  appeared  to  those  gen- 
tlemen so  very  objectionable,  would  they  noi,  on  much 
-stronger  grounds,  have  charged  his  Majesty's  ministers 

with 
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irith  presumption,  in  following  entirety  their  own  opi- 
nions, and  not  giving  the  country  the  "benefit  of  haying 
this  important  question  fully  discussed  before  it.  was  de- 
cided on  ?  The  practical  eflfect  which  he  expected  from 
this  measure,  would  be  in  the  general  impression  in  its 
favour^  Persons  were  much  more  apt  to  judge  of  their 
condition  from  the  opinion  of  others,  than  from  their  own 
{feelings  ?  and  when  the  condition  of  a  soldier  should  bege« 
Kperally  thought  a  £Ood  one,  all  the  great  objections  which 
vjaw  exist  would  disappear.  He  thought  it. might,  perhaps 
fa  better  to  extend  tnat  system  a  little  U>  the  regular  army 
now  existing.  It  was  somewhat  revolting  to  the  feelings 
of  every  humane  mind,  that  a  man,  vho  entered  In  the 
trmy  in  some  unguarded  moment,  should  be  toid^  that  he 
should  be.  kept  there  for  his  life  ;  and  it  was  almost  an  in* 
tultlo  common  sense,  to  tell  him,  that  as  his  act  was  vo- 
luntary the  country  would  hold  him  rigidly  to  his  bar- 
gain. It  appeared  to  In  id,  that  the  system  was.  likely  not 
puly  to  increase  the  number  of  our  regular  army,  but  U> 
improve,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the  quality  of  the  sol- . 
riiers.  He  considered,  that  the  tone  and/oharacterof  the 
Pritlsh  armyrwouid  b£  highly  improved  by  it.  Thestrong 
reason  which  induced  him  to  think  so  was,  that  in  consult- 
ing the  history  of  all  military  nations,  be  found,  that  be- 
Sinning  from  the  history  of  the  Grecian  states,  and  going 
own  to  the  history  of  the  present  day,  it  was  an  universal 
truth,  without  a  single  exception,  that  the  armies  of  free 
unions  fought  with  more  spirit,  and  achieved  greater  ao 
tioto,  than  the  soldiers  of  those  nations  that  were  not  free. 
This  was  proved  by  the  history  of  all  nations :  by  none  . 
more  than  of-  England.  It  was  not  until  Magna  Charta  had 
been  obtained,  and  some  degree  of  civil  liberty  established, 
that  England,  which  a  short  time  before  had  been  con* 
quered  by  the  Norman  invaders,  was  able  in  her  turn  to 
invade  France,  and  make  her  enemies  fear  her  on  the  other 
sicje  of  the  water.  It  was  from  its  liberty,  that  It  obtained 
ha  military  reputation,  and  its  means  of  defence.  It  was 
a  pleasing  and  grateful  thought,  that,  when  the  Almighty 
bestowed  freedom  on  a  nation,  that  blessing  itself  ensured 
the.  protection  of  the  country,  as  long  as  the  animating 
principle  was  preserved.  The  soldiers  of  free  nations  were 
always  remarked  for  a  certain  elevation  of  character,  and  t 
noble  daring,  which  did  not  belong  fo  the  character  of 
other  nations.     The  French  never  fought  with  such  enthu-  s 
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tiasm  atod  9qcces&,  as  w)fen  their  armies,  were  animated 
with  (be  name  sind  hopes  of  freedom.  If  the  present  or* 
der.  of  things,,  however,  continued  in  tbat  country,  lie 
should  venture  to -say,  that  all  their  ribbons  and  legions  of 
honour  would  but  ill  supply  the  place  of  the  inspiring 
principle  o£  liberty,  and  that  the  characier/©f  the  French 
armies  must  gradually  decline;  whereas.,  the  energies  of 
Ike  British  army  would  be  considerably  increased  by  ex- 
tending, to  them  the  feeling,  that  British  soldiers  are  free 
men,  and  that  they  fight  for  a  free  country.  He  also  con- 
sidered, that  this  measure  would  immediately  operate  to 
prevent  desertion,  and  by  improving  the  character  of  the 
army,  tend  gradually  to  dtnnnWi  the  severity  of  puuislv* 
menls.  He  could  not  agree  with  those  who  thought, .  that 
if  this  measure  were  once  adopted,  it  could  not  be  de- 
parted from.  He,  indeed,  wished  that  the  experiment  _ 
should  have  a  fair  trial,  which  would  .require  at  least  tea  . 
years ;  but  if  it  were  then  found  inefficient,  another  sys- 
tem might  be  pursued.  As  to  the  great  discontent  tnat 
many  gentlemen  had  supposed  would,  in  such  case,  pro  * 
vail,  experience  had  shewn,  that  this  apprehension  was  ill 
founded  ;  for,  in  the  time  of  the  American  war,  there  wene 
many  enlisted  only  for  the  war,,  who  served  in  the  same  ' 
regiments  with  soldiers  enlisted  for  life,  and  no  such  dis- 
contents were  then  heard  of.  Neither  could  he  see  thai 
any  such  discontents  were  likely  to  prevail  in  the  navy,  far 
the  sailors  were  in  fact  only  serving  tor  a  liini.'edterm,  and 
expected  their  discharge  at  the  conclusion  of  the  wan 
He  could  not  allow  that  the  plan  deserved  the  name  of  a 
theory  or  a  speculation;  it  was  built  upon  the  genewtf 
principles  of  human  nature,  and  upon  toe  known  effects 
which  the  history  of  all  nations  proved  to  result  fromthos* 
principles,  and  in  this  sense  it  roustbe  said  to  be  founded 
on  experience.  The  mere  opinions  of  an  individual 
night  be  erroneous,  but. the  ffreat principles  of  hnmaa 
nature  were  unchangeable,  and  always  true*  -  Mr.  Wft- 
berforce  concluded,  by  observing  on  the  advantages  like!/ 
t*  result  from  the  improvement  in  the  system  of  coiotriaj 
service ;  and  took  that  opportunity  to  state  how  strongljr 
be  was  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  it  was  the  eantia*-* 
a  nee  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  state  of  barbarism  tra* 
slaves  were  kept  in,  which  principally  occasioned  the  Bik 
cessity  of  sending  annually  thousands  of  our  soldiers  to 
protect  the  whites  in  the  West  Indies*  *ot  so  much  ftox* 
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the  foreign  enemy,*  as  from  their  own  slaves;  and  it  Mas 
this  West  India  service  which  was  at  the  same  time  the 
greatest  drain  to  the  British  army,  and  the  greatest  discOU* 
ragement  to  its  being  recruited.  He  concluded  by  de- 
claring, that  in  every  view  he  could  take  of  the  question, 
the  syj»tem  now  proposed  had  his  most  hearty  concurrence 
and  approbation. 

Mr.  Addington  said,  that  as  this  would  probably  be  the 
last  time  the  subject  would  be  discussed  in  that  House,,  he 
could  not  avoid  shortly  expressing  his  sentineots  upon  the 
important  question  then  before  them.  He  thought  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  tK>t  been  hand- 
somely or  fairly  treated,  when  his  plan  had  been  so  often 
called  a  whim,  and  a  wild  and  fanciful  theory.  The 
word  theory  was  generally  applied  to  systems,  and  opi- 
nions hastily  adopted :  but  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  had  been  complaining,  week  after  week,  and 
day  after  day,  of  his  right  Honourable  friend  having  taken 
so  much  time  to  consider  and  mature  his  plan,  before  he 
presented  it  to  the  House.  In  the  full  responsibility  of  th6 
measure,  not  only  his  Majesty's  Ihinisters  in  that  House, 
but  a  noble  lord  in  the  other  (Lord  Grenville),  would  will- 
ing! v  take  their  full  share.  As  for  himself,  though  he  had 
no  skare  in  the  responsibility,  yet  when  he  heard  his  right 
hon.  friend  charged  as  a  rash  and  hasty  speculator  for  intro- 
ducing it,  he  must  say,  that  be  so  perfectly  approved  of 
it,  that  he  should  wish  his  political  character  in  that  re- 
spect to  Stand  or  fall  with  that  of  those  who  introduced  thisr 
measure.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  in  the  course  of  the 
discussions  that  had  taken  place  on  this  question,  of  the 
opinions  of  the  general  officers  not  bein#  laid  before  that 
House.  The  opinions  of  officers  were  given  upon  a  ques- 
tion referred  to  them  by  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
which  was  different  from  that  which  was  now  tinder  dis- 
cussion. The  question  whidi,  hall  been  referred  to  them 
was  merely  between  limited  service  and  service  for  life. 
There  wefc,  however,  in  the  present  plan,  so  itidny  auxU 
liary  inducements  combined  with  the  ^rdpo^d  limitation,* 
that  the  question  theft  to  be  Considered  was  totally  different 
from  that  which  had  been  referred  to  the  general  officers* 
As  to  the  motives  which  Induced  men  to  enlist,  he  believed 
the  non-commissioned  officers  co\Ad  speak  better  than  the 
generals;  but  every  man  of  common  sense,  and  who  was 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  charade*  of  the  English  nation, 
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might  farm  a  good  judgment  on  that  subject.    He  consi- 
dered thai  the  casualties  of  the  army,  reckoned  at  15,000  . 
annually,  would  not  henpar  so  great  in  future,  as  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  it,  arising  from  desertion,  would  be  in  a 
great  measure  done  awajjr*    He  was  much  more  sanguine 
in.  his  expectation,  of  Immediate  success  than  his  right 
bon.  friend,  and  conceived  that  it  was  in  his  character,  a 
trait  of  that,  generous  policy,  which,,  according  to  the 
practice  of  our  ancestors,  legislated  as  much  for  the  good 
of 'posterity  as  for  the  present  time.     Some  gentlemen  had 
SQia ,  a  we  were* well  enough  as  we  were."   Whoever  would  * 
look  on  .the  map  of  Europe,  and.  see  nothing  but  France,, 
excepting  the  territories  of  our  magnanimous  allies,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  could  hard- 
ly bring  himself  to  think  that  "  we  were  well  enough  as,. 
we  were." — After  commenting  for  some  time  on  the  de- 
scription a  noble  lord  had  given  of  the  state  of  the  coun-] 
try,  when  he  considered  that  ministers  reposed  on  a  "  bed: 
of  roses,"  hq  shewed  how  much  that  situation  had  been 
changed  for  the  worse,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
the  coalition  in  the  last  unfortunate  campaign,  and  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  firm  conviction,  that  this  would  . 
not  only  be  a  most  efficient  measure,  but  that,  in  tirjqje,  it 
would,  be  a  very* popular  one.     He  had  conversed  with  . 
many  military  officers  on  the  subject,  and  they  had  all,  * 
-without  exception,  considered  that  the  army  would  be  be- 
nefited by  it,  .  He  also  hjul  conversed  with  several  soldiers 
who  had  been  discharged,  and  they  all  agreed  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  cc  the  making  of  the  army."'    This, . 
he  was  sure,  would  be  the  general  feeling  of  all  the  sol-  ' 
dters^iri  the  army,  and  of  all  those  classes  from  which  sol? 
diers  were  to  be  obtained,  and  he  therefore  thought  that ' 
the  measure  was  the  most  likely  for  rapidly  recruiting  the 
army. 

General  Tarleton  said,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  looked  to  the  army  not  as  an  Englishman 
and  a  soldier,  but  as  a  philosopher,  and  as  a  philosopher 
of  a  yery  bad  school,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  human  ' 
mind  on  which"  his  speculations  were  to  operate.    The 
General  had  some  experience  of  limited  service  in  Portugal, 
when  the  Baron  De  Rolle,  who  had  the  command  of  a  ' 
Swiss  regiment,  did  not  dare  put  them  to  ordinary  duty, 
lest  those  whose  time  was  expiring  should  quit  the  military  . 
life.     Then  wit,- imagination,  history,  and  every -thing-.. 
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else  was  pressed  into  the  debate,  excepting  what  belonged 
to  it,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  doing  what  the  lawyers  call- 
ed "  blinking  the  question."  Among  the  rest,  the  French 
service  was  held  up  as  an  example,  and  he  would  pdmit 
the  wisdom  of  the  maxim,  Fas  est  ab  hoste  doceri ;  but  ill 
the  present  case  the  precedents  adduced  had  either  no  ap-« 
application  at  all,  or  were  opposed  to  the  argument  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  The  truth  was,  the  officers  of 
the  army  had  been  heartily  tired  of  the  prolixity  of  mini- 
sters. Colonel  Manly  Power  wrote,  that  he  was  gaping- 
for  what  Mr.  Windham's  plans  would  be  (a  laugh)  ;  He 
was  completely  sick  of  waiting  for  the  system,  and  lhat  he 
had  applied  for  a  month's  absence,  as  every  thing  was  at  a 
stand-still.  He  added,  that  he  had  removed  his  small  bat- 
talion, and  that  his  men  were  doubled  by  the  additional 
force  bill ;  and  further,  that  every  man  fit  for  general  ser- 
vice bad  volunteered  into  it  on  receiving  the  bounty.  An 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grattan)  had  talked  of  Ro- 
man discipline,  and  then  had  reverted  to  his  favourite  re- 
public ;  but  what  applied  to  the  Roman  phalanx  and  Ie- 
{ion  was  wholly  inapplicable  to  modern  warfare.  The 
honourable  Judge  Advocate  had  spoken  of  Scotland,  as  of 
a  country  peculiarly  sensible  where  money  was  concerned, 
as  if  the  Irish  and  English  were  not  equally  susceptible  of 
the  mercenary  feeling.  The  General  did  not  understand 
either  the  policy  or  the  propriety  of  this  local  reasoning. 
From  the  view  he  took  of  the  measure,  it  appeared  to  him 
most  unwise  and  dangerous,  and  be  hoped  its  progress 
would  be  interrupted  before  so  fine  an  army  was  impaired 
by  such  fanciful  schemes. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  did  not  exactly  know  to 
whom  the  honourable  general  alluded,  when  he  styled  him 
judge  advocate,  and  his  doubts  were  not  wholly  removed 
when  the  allusion  was  made  to  hi6  observations,  for  they 
did  not  seem  to  have  been  correctly  understood  by  that 
gallant  officer.  Limited  service  was  the  most  successful 
wav  of  procuring  men  ;  and  to  suppose  they  could  not 
judge  of  the  advantages  of  limited  service,  because  they 
had  not  sustained  the  character,  was  as  absurd  as  to  ima- 
gine that  a  young  virgin  could  not  be  acquainted  with 
some  of  the  blessings  of  marriage  because  she  had  not  be- . 
fore  entered  into  tliat  happy  state.  In  the  country  in 
which  he  was  best  informed,  the  men  were  not  obtained 
by  hanging  a  purse  upon  a  halbert ;   they  took  rational 
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views  of  their  situation,  and  on  these  formed  their  deter- 
mination. With  those  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who 
had  considered  perpetual  service  so  acceptable,  he  should  be 
glad  to  handle  such  a  weapon,  and  engage  on  the  recruit  ing 
duty  with  them.  What  would  be  the  arguments  they  had 
to  offer  to  the  generous  youth  of  the  northern  mountains, 
who  loved  the  wilds  of  which  they  were  natives,  because 
they  were  the  favourite  seat  of  liberty  ?  "  Hasten  with  us, 
(they  must  say)  and  resign  your  country.  Enter  the  wild 
world,  and  forget  the  soil  of  your  birth.  Leave  your  fa- 
thers and  relatives  to  their  romantic  hills  and  fruitful  vales, 
for  to  them  you  shall  never  return."  Such  must  be  the  in- 
vitation they  must  employ.  But  what  woukl  be  the  lan- 
guage to  which  he  would  resort?— li  Young  men  (he  would 
exclaim),  the  love  of  your  country  clings  about  your 
hearts  ;  filial  duty,  honour,  and  affection,  are  dear  to  you 
as  existence ;  you  revere  the  fraternal  attachment,  and  will 
surrender  none  of  the  sacred  obligations  of  domestic  life, 
2  know  you  will  despise  all  danger  in  the  defence  of  these 
fond  objects  of  your  solicitude :  advance  then  with  me  to 
the  field  of  virtue  and  glory,  and,  if  you  survive  the  con- 
flict, you  shall  return  to  the  arms  of  your  relatives,  and  to 
the  bosom  of  your  country,  covered  with  those  laurels 
which  shall  command  the  respect  and  the  gratitude  of  your 
compatriots."  With  such  inducement,  and  such  hopes, 
thousands  would  flock  to  the  standard  of  their  sovereign  ; 
nor  would  they  cast "  one  longing,  lingering  look91  toward 
their  native  homes,  until  the  war  wa6  terminated  ;  for  they 
would  know,  that,  if  they  presumed  to  relinquish  the  scene 
of  their  duty,  they  would  return  to  parents  and  relatives, 
who  would  consider  their  appearance  among  them  deroga- 
tory to  Scottish  valour.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  the 
future  and  remote  disadvantages  of  the  plan  proposed  by 
his  right  honourable  friend,  they  reminded  him  of  a  dis- 
pute regarding  a  canal  between  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow, 
for  the  supply  of  coals.  In  one  direction  it  passed  through 
a  vale  without  the  smallest  interruption,  on  a  perfect  level, 
and  the  traGt  through  which  it  was  to  pass  contained  a 
supply  of  coals  for  three  centuries  :  in  another  it  was  to 
beoostructed  by  sixty-seven  locks,  and  to  be  elevated  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  sea,  but  the 
gupply  of  coals  was  sufficient  for  five  centuries.  It  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  good  sense  of  the  country,  that  like  this  bill 
tfre  Jpimer  channel  had  numerous  opponents.  The  temper 
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-of  the  hardy  Caledonian,  to  whose  bravery  the  nation  had 
-been  so  often  indebted,  was  little  known.  Tell  him  to  aban- 
don the  fond  scenes  of  his  youth  for  ever,  and  he  will  retire 
to  the  deep  recesses  of  his  mountains :  indulge  the  expec- 
tation that  he  will,  after  a  term  of  peril  and  fatigue,  revisit 
bis  domestic  hearth,  and  he  will  accompany  you  round  the 
globe.  His  wants  are  few,  but  without  freedom  nothing 
can  satisfy  his  desires.  Donald,  the  peasant,  had  three 
wishes  to  express;  the  first  was, i  fill  my  cop  full  of  snuff;' 
•the  second,  '  till  my  barn  with  whiskey  ;'  for  the  third, 
Jhis  invention,  uninstructed  by  luxury,  was  deficient,  and  he 
•exclaimed,  "  fill  my  cap  again  with  snuff.'  Such  (con- 
cluded the  Lord  Advocate)  are. my  notions  of  the  operation 
of  this  project  in  Scotland,  and  it  shall  receive  my  hearty 
support. 

Mr.  Johnstone  thought  that  the  learned  lord  approved 
this  measure  only  on  account  of  the  men  who  proposed  it, 
as  he  had  said  that  men  could  not  be  procured  under  the 
additional  force  act,  where  the  advantages  to  the  recruit 
•were  greater.  Fie  contended  that  in  the  present  state  of 
JF  urope  none  but  the  lowest  orders  could  be  expected  to 
serve  as  soldiers.  He  had  but  little  faith  in  the  energies 
which  bad  b*en  ascribed,  particularly  to  the  soldiers  of  a 
free  country,  as  the  militia  of  a  free  country  would  always 
be  superior  to  the  regular  army  of  a  despotic  government. 
lie  admitted  that  the  army  ought  to  be  augmented,  but 
thought  an  addition  ought  to  be  made  by  enlisting  from  the 
militia. 

Mr.  IVhithreod  contended  that  the  object  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  was  to  put  ah  end  to  all  the  theories 
which  bad  been  brought  forward  for  <a  long  time  past, 
lake  a  skilful  surgeon,  he  was  removing  the  bandages,  in 
order  that  nature  might  have  her  way.  He  mentioned 
these  theories,  such  as  the  quota  bill,  the  provisional 
cavalry,  the  army  of  reserve  act,  and  the  additional  force 
act,  all  of  which  had  failed..  He  denied  that  there  was  any 
danger  of  exciting  mutiny  pr  discontent  from  this  measure. 
He  also  contended  that  the  calculations  respecting  the  ex- 
pence  had  been  erroneous.  He  denied  that  this  measure 
trenched,  in  the  smallest  degree,  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  ;  for,  unless  the  mutiny  bill  was  passed  every  year, 
the  King  could  not  have  a  soldier.  The  instance  of  the  East 
Indig.  Company's  soldiers  was  an  answer  to  the  objections 
relative  to  the  colonial  service.    He  contended  that  there 
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was  do  danger  of  a  relaxation  of  discipline,  as  soldiers  ne- 
yer  loved  a  commander  the  better  for  great  remissness  in 
this  respect.  He  suspected  that  those  who  opposed  the 
measure  did  it  from  a  desire  to  get  into  their  places.  One 
noble  lord  was  so  fond  of  place,  that  he  thought  he  was  re- 
posing, while  in  place,  on  a  bed  of  roses-  He  might  have 
Bad  home  toesings  and  tumblings,  and  have  felt  some  of  the 
roses  folded  under  him,  a  circumstance  which  had  given 

Eain  to  a  certain  voluptuary.  The  expression  of  his  right 
onourable  friend,  now  no  more,  "  Oh,  my  country !" 
was  not  one  which  might.be  expected  from  a  person  repos- 
ing on  a  bed  of  roses.  Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning) 
did  not  consider  the  harness  butthe horses,  not  the  measures, 
but  the  men.  Here,  however,  there  were  both  good  har- 
ness and  good  horses. 

Thequestion  on  the  third  reading  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  St  urges  Bourne  then  rose,  and  adverted  to  the  dif- 
ficulties fo  which  both  Houses  were  reduced  by  this  measure. 
Here  the  members  were  deprived  of  the  usual  opportunities 
of  discussing  it,  by  its  being  proposed  as  a  clause  in  the 
mutiny  bill,  and  that  in  a  committee.  The  bill*  too,  must 
pass  before  a  certain  time.  The  other  House  would  be  in  a 
worse  situation  ;  for  this  being  a  money  bill,  they  would 
make  no  amendments.  He  contended  that  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown  was  trenched  upon  ;  and,  after  ad  verting  to 
the  ustfll  topics  of  the  expence,  the  danger  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  army,  &c.  &c.  he  concluded  by  moving  his 
amendment,  that  the  services  of  the  soldiers  should  conti- 
nue during  any  war  existing  at  the  period  at  which  they 
might  otherwise  he  entitled  to  their  discharge. 

ILord  Henry  Ptthy  observqfj,  that  the  clause  to  which 
the  honounbie  gentlemen  opposite  principally  directed  their 
attention,  did  nothing  more  than  what  amounted  to  a  de- 
claration of  the  legislature,  to  continue  for  seven  yean, 
what  formerly  they  were  considered  only  to  allow  one. 
But  the  necessities  of  almost  every  state  in  Europe  were 
now  so  much  increased,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  had 
felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  make  additional  demands 
upon  the  population  of  the  country  for  the  preservation  of 
the  whole :  this  was  but  a  modification  of  the  royal  prero- 
gative, by  which  the  King  is  entitled  to  call  on  the  whole 
of  his  people  to  rise  in  arms  for  the  support  of  his  crown 
and   dignity,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  the  rights 

and 


»' 


69  THE   PARLIAMENTARY   REGISTER.  [COW. 

and  liberties  of  a  free  nation.    What  was  the  army  of  re- 
serve act,  but  an  additional  demand  on  the  population  of 
the  country  ?  What  was  the  additional  force  act  but  an 
additional  demand  on  the  population  of  the  country  ?  And 
what  had  his  right  honourable  friend  done  but  to  make  the 
additional  demand  on  the  population  of  the  country  more 
simplified  and  effectual  than  it  had  as  yet  been  made  by  any 
other  plan  that  we  had  seen  brought  forward  ?  Much  as  he 
admired  the  general  character  of  the  British  army,  he  could 
wot  avoid  observing,  that  the  desertions  were  now  become  a 
disgrace  to  that  army  ;  but  the  system  of  his  risrht  honour- 
able friend  would   be  most  likely  to  an   eflectual  stop 
to  the  practice,  by  withdrawing  the  temptations  which 
led  men  to  desert ;  their  condition  would  be  bettered,  and 
ihey  would  be  certain  of  having  an  opportunity  to  exercise 
their  own  choice  at  a  definite  period.    Gentlemen  said,  that 
in  a  time  of  war  we  should  not  adopt  any  new  theoretical 
experiment.  He  was  well  convinced,  however,  that  a  time 
of  war  or  danger  was  not  a  time  in  which  we  should  give 
way  to  any  feelings  of  fear.     This  reminded-  him  of  an 
anecdote  told  of  a  very  brave  man,  who,  being  asked  how 
fce  would  act  if  he  were  on  the  top  of  Salisbury  steeple,  re- 
plied, Just  in  the  aame  manner  as  if  I  were  on  Salisbury 
plain.     And  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  in  time  of  dan- 
ger true  wisdom  consisted  in  acting  with  steadiness  and 


-courage. 


Mr.  Canning  rose  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  replying 
to  the  noble  lord  who  had  spoken  last,  but  of  recapitulating 
as  shortly  as  he  could  the  leading  arguments  by  which  this 
measure  had  been  opposed,  and  which  remained  at  this 
period  of  the  discussion  wholly  unanswered  ;  of  reminding 
the  House  of  the  state  in  which  the  question  now  stood;  and 
of  conjuring  them  to  avail  themselves  of  this  last  opportu- 
nity, which  /was  afforded  them  by  the  amendment  of  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  S.  Bourne),  if  not  to  save  the  regu- 
lar army  of  the  country  altogether  from  the  peril  of  the 
projected  innovation,  at  least  to  disarm  that  innovation  of 
part  of  the  mischief  with  which  it  threatened  to  be  attended. 

The  precise  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  clischarges  during  war  :  to  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible, the  dismemberment  or  dissolut  ion  of  the  British  army, 
at  periods  when  the  very  safety  of  the  country  may  depend 
upon  its  being  kept  together.  The  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last  has  either  misunderstood  or  dexterously  mistated  tfye 
purport  of  this  amendment*    He  has  argued  against  it  as  if 
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its  avowed  object  had  been  to  prevent  the  passing;  of  this 
bill  during  the  war ;  and  he  has  told  us  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  time  of  danger  is  the  properest  time  for  the  dis* 
play  of  additional  courage  and  magnanimity.  The  noble 
lord  has  illustrated  his  proposition,  (according  to  the 
custom  of  the  treasury  bench,  when  argument  is  want* 
ing,)  by  a  story,  the  authenticity  of  which,  it  is  not  neces* 
6ary  to  question,  of  some  wise  and  gallant  individual,  who 
appears  to  have  obtained  a  great  share  of  the  noble  lord'* 
admiration,  by  replying  to  a  person  who  asked  him  '  What 
he  would  do  if  he  were  on  the'top  of  Salisbury  steeple  ?* 
c  That  he  would  do  on  Salisbury  steeple  precisely  the  same 
thing  that  he  would  do  on  Salisbury  plain.'*  This  reply 
the  noble  lord  considers  as  fraught  with  wisdom  and  mag* 
nanimity,  and  as  affording  a  brilliant  example  to  Parlia- 
ment and  to  the  country.  In  point  of  wisdom,  perhaps, 
it  is  not  easy  to  decide  between  the  person  who  asked  the 
question  and  him  who  answered  it.  It  may  be  matter  of 
surprize,  indeed,  that  the  answerer  did  not  reply  to  the 
querist  bv  another  query  ?  namely — *  Why  in  God^s  name 
be  should  go  to  the  top  of  the  steeple  at  all  ?'  What  it  was 
that  he  was  to  do  when  he  got  there,  the  noble  lord  has  not 
condescended  to  inform  us,  nor. would  it  perhaps  be  be- 
coming to  suggest ;  but  among  the  few  functions  which  a 
man  in  that  situation  could  possibly  perform,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  one  which  is  peculiarly  worthy  of  the 
imitation  or  attention  of  the  House,  or  which  might  not 
have  been  performed  witli  as  much  advantage  and  satisfac- 
tion in  a  horizontal  direction  upon  the  plain  as  in  a  per- 
pendicular one  from  the  steeple.  (Loud  and  repeated 
laughter.)  But  however  splendid  this  individual  achieve- 
ment may  have  been  in  the  noble  lord's  opinion,  he  must 
see  that  as  an  illustration  it  is  not  good  for  much,  unless  it 
be  the  noble  lord's  intention  to  contend,  not  only  that  we 
ought  to  behave  with  steadiness  and  courage  in  time  of  ac- 
fual  danger,  but  that  it  is  expedient  to  create  dangers,  and 
to  place  ourselves  in  situations  of  peril,  purely  for  the  sake 
of  exhibiting  our  magnanimity.  Such  would  be  the  failure  of 
the  noble  lord's  argument,  even  if  applied  to  the  question 
as  he  has  argued  it,  of  commencing  this  system  in  time  of 
war :  but  the  object  of  the  amendment  being,  as  has  been 
stated,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  system  during  fu- 
ture wars,  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  out  any  claim  of 
magnanimity  on  our  part  for  inflicting  on  posterity  evils 
which  we  do  not  encounter  ourselves. 

Wliat 
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What  objection  can  reasonably  be  offered  to  this  amend- 
ment we  arc  yet  to  learn.  To  the  principle  of  it  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  his  subscribed,  when  he 
admitted  an  extension  of  threcyears'  service  in  the  case  of. 
discharges  becoming  claimable  during  war.  This  admis* 
sion  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  acknowledge  the  necessity ; 
but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  remedy  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
breaks  in  upon  the  certainty  and  definiteness  in  the  term  of 
service,  which  the  right  lion,  gentlemen  has  urged  as  the 
ijuiiri  advantage  of  hi^  whole  system  ;  it  breaks  in  upon  it 
sufficiently  to  destroy  the  inducement  arising  from  it,  at 
(he  same  time  that  it  does  not  meet  the  evil,  the  apprehen- 
sion of  which  alone  can  justify  any  such  infraction. 

Quitting,  however,  the  narrower  ground  of  the  amend- 
ment immediately  before  us,  the  noble  lord  has  gone  into 
the  more  general  topics  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill,  but  I 
tliiuk  without  being  fortunate  enough  to  supply  that  de* 

§ree  of  argument  and  conviction  which  has  been  so  much 
esidcrated  from  the  other  side  of  the  House.     One  point,  , 
however,  he  has  entirely  omitted,  upon  which  it  would 
have  been  particularly  desirable,  and  from  that  noble  lord* 
it  might  perhaps  have  been  reasonably  expected,  that  we 
should  derive  some  information,  I  mean  the  question  of  ex- 
pence.  Therightbon.  gentleman,  the  author  of  the  bill,  ex- 
pressed, on  a  former  night,  a  wish  that  hehad  found  leisure 
to  look  over  the  calculations,  a  wish  in  which  the  House 
and  the  country  may  have  good  reason  to  join.     My  hon. 
and  learned  friend  near  me,  (Mr.  Perceval),  and  my  noble 
friqnd,  (Lord  Castlercagh),   upon  this  acknowledgment, 
that  ministers  had  not  turned  their  attention  .to  the  subject, 
-^ventured  to  suggest,  with  all  becoming  deference,  such 
rough  and  imperfect  estimates  *on  this  head  as  the  few  data 
in  possession  of  the  House,  and  the  unenlightened  dili- 
gence of  men  out  of  office,  could  furnish.     But  .these  sug- 
gestions were  so  ill  received,  so  confidently  scouted,  as  full 
of  error  and  exaggeration,  that  it  became  impossible  not  ta 
supposojthat  though  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whose  irnrae-    ' 
diate  business  it  was  to  bring  in  the  bill,  had  not  had  Jeisure 
to  look  into  this  material  part  of  it,  some  other  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  thought  it  theirduty  to  take  the  task  off 
off  his  hands  ;  and  when  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
ro^e,  it  was  natural  to  look  to  him  for  information  upon  a 
subject  not   wholly,  unconnected  with    his  department. 
Uyou  this  subject,  however,  the  noble  lord  has  not  said  one 
3  word ; 
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word  %  and  the  House  is  now  called  upon ,  to  pass  a  bill 
'which  obviously  and  notoriously  entails  a  vast  expence 
upon  the  country,  without  any  official  estimate,  without 
any  ministerial  statement,  without  the  smallest  information 
by  which  to  forma  calculation,  or  even  a  conjecture,  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  burden  which  they  are  imposing.  All 
that  we  know  is,  that  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
pounds  a  year  (for  of  so  much  we  have  an  estimate)  is  a 
part  only,  and  a  small  part,  of  the  whole  amount.  With  re- 
spect to  the  remainder,  the  only  intelligence  that  we  have . 
been  able  to  obtain,  is,  that  the  expence  wilt  not  be  so  great 
as  it  was  estimated  by  my  noble  friend,  namely,  about  two 
millions  a* year. 

Another  main  objection  to  the  whole  of  this  plan,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  introducedit  had  never  con- 
descended to  answer,  the  noble  lord  and  others  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  this  debate  have  this  night  attempted  to  ret 
move  :  I  refer  to  the  difficulties  attending  the  colonial  ser- 
vice. The  noble  lord  instances  the  practice  of  the  East  In- 
dia company,  who  engaged  their  recruits  for  limited  sdr-r 
vioe,  (a  term  of  five  years),  and  who,  as  the  noble  lord 
avers,  never  in  any  instance  broke  faith  with  therti  in  In- 
dia, and  suffered  no  inconvenience  from  adhering  to  their 
engagements.     I  will  not  enter  into  the  question  of  good 
faith  ;  the  testimony,  on  that  point  is  certainly  not  unani- ; 
nous.     If  is  sufficient  to  remark  that,  whether  from  feel- 
ing  any  inconvenience  or  not,  the  India  company  have 
some  years  since,  at  the?  suggestion  of  Lord  Cornwallts* 
-wholly  abandoned  that  mode  of  enlistment ;  that  there  re* 
mains,  I  believe,  but  one  battalion  whose  service  is  upon 
that  tenure ;  and  that  itvitb  the  exception  of  that  battalion, 
all  the  troops  now  serving  in  the  East  Indies  are  enlisted 
for  a  a  indefinite  term.     It  may  be  added,  that  the  whole  of 
the  troops  so  engaged  for  limited  service  never  amounted  at 
any  one  time  to  5000  men ;  a  very  insufficient  precedent  for 
placing  the  whole  British  army  on  that  footing,  and  a  pre- 
cedent which  we  ought  surely  to  have  some  better  reason  to  ' 
induce  us  to  adopt,  thrtn  the  fact  that  those  who  formerly  . 
practised  it  have  now  finally  abandoned  it. 

Finding  little  support  from  the  practice  of  past  times  in 
the  East  Indies,  the  next  resource  is  to  look  for  consolation 
in  what  futurity  is  to  bring  about  for  us  in  the  West* 
And  here,  Sir,  agreeing,  as  I  most  cordially  do,  in  the 
opinions  and  feelings  of  my  hon.  friend  on  the  bench  be- 
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low  me  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  respecting  the  great  question 
of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  really  cannot  help  la- 
menting (and  I  am  sure  I  say  it  with  every  possible  respect 
to  him),  that  his  wishes  upon  this  subject  should  so  far 
have  warped  his  judgment,  as  )o  lead  him  to  believe  that 
he  snw  in  the  speedy  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  a  safe  and 
certain  solution  of  all  the  difficulties  of  colonial  service. 
The  slave  trade  once  abolished,  my  hon.  friend  tells  us, 
the  whole  system  of  negro  slavery  will  be  so  mitigated  and 
improved,  that  the  internal  defence  of  the  islands  may  be 
entrusted  in  a  great  measure  to  their  own  labouring  popu- 
lation. 

I  can  truly  sn'y,  Sir,  that  I  would  not  willingly  damp 
my  boa.  friend's  ardour  in  this  great  cause,  nor  would 
I  abate  a  jot  of  the  sanguinencss  of  his  expectation, 
if  sanguine  expectation  were  of  itself  a  security  for  speedy 
accomplishment.  But  after  twenty  years  of  annually  re- 
peated failure,  I  do  not  think  that  one  can  rationally  look 
with  so  much  confidence  to  immediate  success.  God  for- 
bid that  this  consideration  should  discourage  my  hon. 
friend,  or  slacken  his  exertions  for  the  attainment  of  his 
object !  but  I  cannot  agree  with  him  iu  reckoning  upon 
that  object  as  already  attained,  so  confidently  as  to  begin 
already  to  anticipate  its  consequences,  still  less  to  consider 
them  as  immediate  and  available.  The  warm  heart  and 
eager  imagination  of  my  hon.  friend  must  have  been  cru-  * 
elly  imposed  upon,  if  he  has  been  persuaded  to  consider 
tfce  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  as  linked  with  the  measure ' 
now  before  the  House ;  and  though  I  should  be  gtad  to  ac- 
count, from  so  amiable  a  motive,  for  the  support  which  he 
h#s  (otherwise  J  think  unaccountably)  given  it,  I  am  afraid 
that  it  is  but  too  easy  at  once  to  subvert  and  destroy  the 
very  foundation. of  the  supposed  connection  between  the 
two  measures,  by  shewing  him  that  this  clause  for  limita- 
tion of  service  is  precisely  that  which  would  make  the  use 
of  a  negro  force  to  any  considerable  extent  unavailable, 
even  if  by  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  tire  conse- 
quent amelioration  of  the  situation  of  the.  negroes,  it  should 
have  become  in  other  respects  safe  and  desirable  so  to  employ 
tbem.  Nay,  I  am  much  mistaken  if  this  alteration  of  the 
term  of  service  does  not  strike  at  the  root  of  the  establish- 
ment of  black  corps,  even  as  far  as  they  at  present  exist. 
It  certainly  would  do  so  if  the  negroes  were  in  that  state  of 
improvement  which  my  hon.  friend  anticipates.  I  request 
iuy  hon. friend  tolook  at  theclause  in  which  theoath  to  fee 
3  taken 
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taken  by  all  soldiers  is  prescribed  ;  he  will  see  that  there  is 
no  exception  or  qualification  whatever  ;  and  he  will  *ce, 
therefore,  if  I  am  not  roach  mistaken,  that  a  negro  en- 
listed under  thk  mutiny  act  could  claim  his  discharge  at 
the  end  of  seven  years.  Now,  whatever  confidence  my 
hon.  friend  may  have  in  the  dispositions  that  are  to  grpw 
out  of  their  improved  situation  hereafter,  I  do  not  apprer 
heud  that  it  can  be  even  his  project  to  fill  the  Islands  with 
disbanded  negroes,  who  have  been  seven  years  practising 
the  use  of  arms.  Possibly  this  difficulty  may  not  apply  tp 
the  present  moment,  when  the  corps  arc  composed  of  pur- 
chased slaves,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  I  am  afraid  of  slaves 
recently  imported  from  Africa ;  but  if  ever  the  moment  ar- 
rives which  my  hon.  friend  so  fondly  anticipates,  when 
the  negro  will  have  become  enough  of  a  citizen  to  be  (in  his 
apprehension)  safely  trusted  as  a  soldier,  this  improved 
condition,  combined  with  this  improved  mutiny  act,  must 
necessarily  lead  to  the  consequences  which  I  have  menr 
iioned. 

But  after  all,  can  any  thing  be  more  wild  and  visionary 
than  to  refer  us  to  the  distant  and  doubtful  consequences 
of.  the. success  of  a  measure  which  has'  failed  for  twenty 
years,  for  the  only  solution  which  ministers,  after  all  their 
deliberation,  are  at  last  prepared  to  give  of  a  difficulty  of 
of  their  own  creating?  Better  almost  would  it  have  been 
to  have  confined  themselves  within  the  safer,  because  urv» 
jqeaiiing,  and  therefore  unanswerable,  assertim  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  a  former  night, — that  he  had  no  doubt 
something  would  be  discovered  to  remedy  theinconveuience, 
though  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  the  person  to  discover  it ! 

Such  and  so  insufficient  being  the  answers  which  are 
At  last  provided  for  the  objections  which  have  been 
urged  against  the  measure  in  this  stage,  the  noble  lord  iiy» 
dulges  himself  in  a  triumph  over  other  supposed  objections, 
which,  because  they  have  not  been  re-stated  this  night,  ho 
thinks  himself  at  liberty  to  consider  as  altogether  aban- 
doned.     '   We  hear  no  more,'    says  the    noble    lord, 

*  of   the  alarm   \yhich  was   taken   early  in  thi,s  discus- 

*  sion,  and  which  was  attempted  to  be  spread  throughout 

*  the  country,  of  the  too  great  military  force  which  was  tp 
'  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  crown,  to  the  danger  of 

*  the  liberties  of  the  country.  This  doctrine  has  now  giyen 

*  place  to  another  of  a  different  sort,  and  wholly  incon- 
'  sistenl  with  it;  we  axe  now  told  of  the  encroachment 
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€  upon  the  prerogative  of  (hat  crown  whose  extended 
'  power  before  was  to  fill  us  with  apprehension.1 
",   Begging  the  noble  lord's  pardon,  there  k  no  such  in? 
consistency  in  these  arguments  as  he  is  pleased  to  impute 
to  them ;  nor  is  that  one  otthem  which  ha$  not  been  stated 
ta-night,  therefore  to  be  considered  as,  abandoned.     It  has 
not  been  stated  to-night  simply  because  it  dofes  not  apply  tq 
i\iz  particular  point  now  under  discussion.   It  was  urged  at 
the  outset  of  these  discussions  as  applying  to  the  general 
'scope  and  tendency  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  whole 
Y>lan,  of  which  the  measure  now  before  us  is  a  part :  of 
•which  plan,  considered  as  a  whole,  the  tendency  was  ar-- 
gucd,  and  1  think  demonstrated,  to  be  the  discouragement 
and  destruction  of  all  (hose  species  of  military  force, 
which  it  has  been  the  practice  and  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try to  employ  for  home-defence;  and  to  which, consistently 
with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  its  internal  defence  may 
T>est  be  iutrnsted.  It  was  urged,  fcnd  I  think  unanswerably, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  plan,  (it 
not  its  avowed  object)  was  to  discourse  the  volunteers,  to 
undermine,  and  finally  overturn  the  militia  establishments; 
to  abolish  and  proscribe  every  mode  of  raising  from  thq 
bosom  of  the  country  any  sort  of  force  which  Parliament 
has  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  raising ;  and  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  inevitable  consequence,  (as  it  was  the  undis- 
guised desire)  of  the  projector  of  this  plan,  was  to  raise 
and  maintain  a  huge  unbalanced  regular  army.    It  was 
affirmed  (and  can  the  noble  lord  deny  it  ?)  that  agamst 
such  an  army  no  free  state  had  long  maintained  its  free- 
dom; and  it  was  contended,  not  that  our  military  exer^ 
.  tioris  ought  therefore  to  be  less,  but  that  our  military  force 
'ought  to  continue  to  preserve  that  character  of  variety 
'which  is  so  odious  in  the  eves  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
hut  which  it  cannot  lose  without  a  departure  from  the  prac- 
tice and  the  principles,  of  the  constitution. 
'     Ip  this  general  objection  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
wnole  theory  of  military  improvement  (which  I  am  not 
sorry  to'  have  an  opportunity  of  re-stating   and  re-af- 
firming), what  is    there  inconsistent  with  the'  objection 
fctated  to  this  particular  measure,  that  it  takes  the  manage- 
ment of  the  King's  army  out  of  the  hands  of  the  King  ? 
iJecause  we  feel  a  jealousy  and  apprehension  of  the  project 
*of  having  nothing  hut  a  regular  army  in  the  country, 
Hoes  it  therefore  ^follow,  that  we  are  not  i<t  disapprove  of 
n  wnqyatioqs, 
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ianovakMis,  as  dangerous  as  unnecessary  in  flic  constitQ* 
tio.T  of  that  army  ?  f  would  leave  the  King's  authority  over 
the  regular  army  entire  as  I  find  it ;  but  I  would  nut  tru&t  the 
phole  defence  of  the  country,  internal  as  well  as  external,  to 
*hat  army  alone.  Is  there  any  thing  contradictory  in  this 
statement  ?  Leave  us  our  constitutional  force,  and  there  is  no 
dagger  from  the  regular  army.  But  it  is  a  poor  device  first 
to  break  down  every  other  force  upon  which  the  country 
lias  relied,  and  to  which  the  constitution  is  partial,  and  then 
to  think  that  we  can  remedy  the  inconvenience  by  taking 
the  government  of  the  regular  army  into  our  own  hands. 

Equally  unfounded  is  that  part  of  the  noble  lord's  state- 
ment in  which  he  imputes  as  an  inconsistency  and  absur- 
dity to  those  who  have  agreed  with  him, — with  his  right 
hon.  friend,  an  J  with  all  mankind, — in  the  necessity  of 
keeping  up,  under  (he  present  circumstances  of  the  world, 
large  military  establishments, — that  they  now  complain  of 
the  vast  drain  ami  demand  upon  the  population  of  the 
pountry ;  and  that  after  concurring  in  the  wish  that  the  coun- 
try should  be  militarized  as  much  as  possible,  they  now 
pppose  the  means  best  calculated  to  produce  that  effect. 
.^P  lie  whole  of  this  statement  proceeds  upon  a  mistake  of 
.one  argument,  and  an  assumption  of  another.     I  never 
.heard  it  stated,  I  am  sure  I  never  stated  it,  as  a  matter  of 
pomplaint,  or  even  of  regret,  that  there  was  fco  large  a 
drain  and  demand  for  military  service  upon  the  population 
pf  the  country.  I  have  stated  it,  and  I  have  heard  it  stated, 
.as  matter  of  fact ;  and  as  affording  a  sufficient  answer  to 
those  who,  because  the  regular  army  could  not  be  aug- 
mented on  the  sudden  to  the  proportion  which  they  represent 
as  necessary,  have  thought  themselves  therefore  entitled  to 
despond  as  to  the  military  means,  or  to  discourage  the  mi- 
litary spirit  of   the  country.     And  as  to  opposing  the 
measures  by  which  those  military  means  were  to  be  con* 
certed,  and  that  military  spirit  to  be  encouraged  and  ex- 
tended, the  justice  of  that  imputation  depends  upon  the 
assumption  of  the  fact,  that  the  measures  devised  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  are  in  truth  the  best  calculated  for 
that  purpose,  and  upon  the  furl  her  assumption  of  our  ac- 
knowledgment that  they  arc  so. — We  acknowledge  no  such 
thing;  we  oppose  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  plans,  be- 
cause we  think  them  not  the  best  calculated  for  this  purpose; 
because  we  differ  from  him,  as  to  his  opinion  that  all  the 
pther  military  establishments  of  the  country  would  be 
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wisely  and  cheaply  sacrificed  to  procure  *  comparatively 
small  numerical  increase  of  the  regular  array ;  because  we 
think  directly  the  contrary ;  because,  desirable  as  the  aug- 
mentation, to  any  amount  you  please,  of  (he  regular  army- 
may  be,  wc  would  rather  acquiesce  in  that  augmentation 
being  more  limited  or  more. slow,. than  sacrifice  at  once  all 
the  other  military  establishments  of  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  hastening  and  extending  it.  In  this  difference 
of  opinion  I  will  admit  for  a  moment  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  may  be  right,  and  we  wrong  ;  but  it  requires 
arguments,  and  better  than  any  I  have  yet  heard,  to  pro  e 
Us  so  ;  and  till  that  has  been  proved,  it  cannot  be  asserted 
with  truth,  that  we  are  wilfully  opposing  that  which  we 
have  acknowledged  to  be  best  calculated  to  obtain  our  ob- 
ject. 

And  this,  Sir,  leads  me  unavoidably  to  the  recollection  of 
the  opinions  expressed  on  a  former  night  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  me,  (Mr.  Fox),  respecting  the  general 
state  of  our  -regular  force,  and  the  expediency  and  necessity 
of  maintaining  and  extending  it  as  much  as  possible:  opini- 
ons, wfiich,  coming  from  a  person-of  his  pre-eminence  both 
in  talents  and  situation,  from  one  whom  it  is  impossible  to 
consider  as  any  other  than  the  leading  minister  of  the  count- 
try,  could  not  but  excite  the  most  serious  attention  and  toll- 
ciiijde.  I  am  ready  to  allow,  that  with  much,  indeed  with 
most,  of  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  said  on  that  oc- 
casion, I  cordially  agree;  indeed  upon  much  of  it  there  could 
be  no  difference  of  opinion.  He  told  us  that  with  an  exten- 
sive and  efficient  regular  army,  an  army  not  only  in  as  per- 
fect a  state  of  discipline  and  military  spirit  as  he  admits  our 
present  army  to  be,  but  augmented  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
bear  nearly  the  same  proportion  to  the  armies  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  and  particularly  of  France,  as  sub- 
sisted between  our  army  and  theirs  in  those  periods  of  our 
military  history  to  which  wc  refer  with  most  exultation, 
the  wars  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne;— =-he  told  us, 
that,  with  such  an  army,  he  would  engage  to  maintain  the 
interests  and  honour  of  the  country ;  that,  with  such  an 
army,  he  would  continue  to  vindicate  our  rank  among  the 
nations  of  the  world.  And  he  added  most  justly,  and  if 
with  justice,  1  need  not  say,  with  that  commanding  elo- 
;quence  with  which  he  is  always  able  to  enforce  any  propo- 
sition, (but  which  was  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  enforce 
this,  in  which  there  is  so  general  a  concurrence),  that  it  was 
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by  maintaining  our  rank  among  nations,  and  our  connec- 
tion with  the  other  nations  of  Europe  alone,  and  not  by 
any  fanciful  and  selfish  system  of  separate  interest  and  in- 
sulated policy,  that  wc  could  ultimately  hope  to  maintain 
even  oar  own  independent  existence.      All  this,    Sir,  I 
beard  with  admiration,  and  still  recollect  with  satisfaction. 
But  that  which  was  wanting'  to  complete  my  satisfaction, 
that  which  1  still  feel  to  be  wanting,  and  which  I  wish  I 
could  bear  the  right  hon.  gentleman  this  night  supply,  is 
the  other  alternative.     'Give  me  a  great' army/  says  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  'such  as  1  describe  and  require,  and 
€  I  will  answer  for  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  country.' 
*  Buthow,ifafter  aliourendeavours,if  after  resorting  to  every 
practicable  plan  for  encreasing  the  regular  army, — how,  if  it 
should  so  happen,  that  physical  causes,  that  the  insurmount- 
able difficulties  arising  from  a  limited  population,  com- 
bined with  the  demands  of  other  concurrent  and  indispen- 
sable services,  should  prevent  us  from  gratifying  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  with  an  army  to  the  full  extent  and  amount 
which  he  requires  ?  How  are  we  then  to  understand  the 
right  hon.  gentleman?    Are  we  then  to  understand   his 
pledge  as  retracted  ?  Are  we  to  understand,  that  the  right 
non.  gentleman  puts  wholly  out  of  the  account  iu  •  the 
estimate  of  our  relative  strength  and  power  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  enemy,  all  those  circumstances  irt  which 
our  superiority  is  not  only  unrivalled,  but  unquestioned ; 
and  despairs  of  the  safety  of  the  country  unless  we  can 
acquire  a  similar  superiority  also,  in  respect  to  that  spe- 
cies of  power  which  the  physical  means  of  our  enemy  en- 
able them  to  maintain  upon  a  scale  which  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  equal  ? 

.  If  indeed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  applying 
his  argument  to  that  system  of  insular  policy  wJiich 
be  very  properly  abjures,  and  confining  his  views,  as  he ' 
very  properly  disdained  to  do,  to  the  mere  question  of 
domestic  security,  I  admit  that  the  argument  would  be  a 
sound  one :  undoubtedly  no  nation  can  be  great  or  re- 
spected abroad  which  is  not  confident  of  its  safety  at 
home  ;  but  of  this  there  is  now  I  trust  no  question.  I  trust 
that  the  sufficiency  of  our  means,  and  provision  for  home- 
defence,  is  no  longer  matter  of  auxiety.  Nor  did  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  to  do  him  justice,  consider  it  in  that  point 
of  view.  But  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  srty, 
that  unless  we,  with-  our  It  or  15  millions. of  population, 
can,  after  providing  amply  for  our  home-defence,  after 
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manning  a  navy  such  as  the  world  never  s&w  before,  after 
garrisoning  all  our  distant  colonial  possessions,— maintain- 
ing at  the  same  time  the  manufactures  and  industry  of  the 
country; — if  he  means  that  unless  under  all  those  cir- 
cumstances, and  after  alt  these  deductions,  we  can  furnish 
invading  and  conquering  armies,  capable  of  equalling 
those  which  the  undivided  efforts  of  the  enemy  have 
raised  from  a  population  more  than  double  in  number, 
that  unless  we  can  do  this,  we  must  be  content  to  abdi- 
cate our  station,  and  sacrifice  our  honour;  if  this  be  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  meaning,  I  confess  I  do  not  know 
how  sufficiently  to  express  my  regret  at  hearing  such  sen- 
timents from  the  mouth  of  a  British  minister  at  a  moment 
tike  the  present.  I  regret  it  the  more,  because  them  senti* 
ments  agree  too  much  with  those  which  the  whole  French 
sehool  of  politicians  have  for  the  last  ten  years  been  la- 
bouring to  inculcate.  *  The  notion  that  territory  and  po- 
pulation form  the  only  two  legitimate  bases  of  national 
power,  that  it  is  upon  them  alone  that  a  nation  can  either 
establish  its  own  intrinsic  merit,  or  found  a  claim  to  re-  - 
spect  and  influence  among  its  neighbours, — this  notion 
it  has  undoubtedly  sui'ed  the  views  of  France  to  propa- 
gate ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  becoming  or  safe  for  the 
government  of  this  country  to  adopt  it.  If  this  notion  be 
true,  and  is  received  by  us  as  true*  the  coatest  is  atan  end  r— 
France  is  universally  predominant,  and  we  must  bound  our 
wishes  to  humble  safety.  But  if,  as  I  contend,  (and  as  I 
hope  I  should  do  the  right  honourable  gentleman  injus- 
tice if  I"  did  not  believe  him  to  be  ready  to  contend  with 
me),  the  power  of  this  country  is  not  the  le$s  firm,  nor  its 
means  of  exertion  the  less  effectual,  nor  its  claim  to  the 
high  rank  which  it  has  hitherto  held  the  less  legitimate, 
because  they  are  founded  on  other  bases  than  the  mere  ex- 
tent of  its  soil,  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants ;  if  its 
naval  pre-eminence,  if  its  commercial  enterprise,  if  its 
industry  and  wealth  are  allowed  to  weigh  any  thing  in  the. 
scale,  1  must  protest  against  the  doctrine,  which  goes  to 
invalidate  all  these  titles,  and  to  place  the  question  of  its 
great  nets  upon  the  single  point  of  the  recruitment  of  its 
regular  army. 

But  even  if  we  could  admit  theargument  to  be  true,  with 
what  fairness  is  it  applied  to  the  discussions  upon  the  bill 
now  befoTe  us  ?  We,  who  disagree  with  tlie  right  honour* 
able  genttemab  in  considering  the  regular  army  as  the  single 
vital  princij  le  of  our  existence  as  a  nation,  do  yet  agree 
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with  him  as  to  the  importance,  the  expediency,  and  the 
necessity  of  augmenting  the  regular  army  as  much  as  pos- 
sible t  and  if  we  oppose  this  measure,  which  the  .right 
honourable  gentleman  thinks  not  only  the  best,  but  the 
only  one  that  can  be  resorted  to  for  that  purpose,  it  is  not. 
because  we  undervalue  his  object,  but  because  we  doubt  of 
the  efficacy  of  bis  means. 

It  remains  only  to  consider  the  nature  of  those  supposed 
advantages  belonging,  to  this  measure,  upon  which  itsadvo* 
cates  so  confidently  rely  for  the  improvement  and  increase 
of  the  army.  The  noble  lord  (Lord  H.  Petty)  says  that  de* 
sertions  will  be  altogether  done  away  by  the  limitation  of  the 
term  of  service.  I  answer  from  the  tact,  that  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  desertions  now  are  from  new  levies,  and 
from  limited  service. 

The  right  honourable  geutleman  has  argued  (and  many 
gentlemen,  both  on  this  and  on  a  former  night,  have  dwelt 
upon  thai  argument  with  great  fondness),  that  there  is 
something  in  this  measure  calculated  to  change  greatly  for . 
the  better  the  character  of  the  British  army.  .1  had 
neves  heard  before  that  Jhe  character  of  the  British 
army  required  to  be  changed*  I  had  thought  that  in 
every  quality  that  constitutes  a  soldier,— in  bravery,  in  dis- 
cipline, in  enterprise,  and  in  patience  under  privations,—* 
the  British  army  had  already  acquired  a  character  suoh  as 
no  service  in  Europe  could  surpass.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  such  is  the  character  of  the  present  army  :  but 
it  is  imagined,  I  know  not  on  what  ground,  either  that  in 
all  those  particulars  there  is  a  necessity-  for  improvement, 
or  that  those  who  are  henceforth  to  be  enlisted  would  de- 
generate from  the  example  of  their  fellows,  unless  some 
additional  stimulus  were  applied  to  them. 

A  learned  lord,  whom  we  have  heard  this  night  for  the  se- 
cond time  in  this  House, (the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland), 
and  whom  I  am  sure  we  shall  always  hear  with  pleasure, 
has  endeavoured  to  illustrate  this  point  by  a  transaction  in 
his  own  country,  respecting  the  colliers  and  miners,  whose 
condition  was  changed  some  years  ago  from  that  of  servi* 
tude  for  life  to  voluntary  Labour.  Many  persons,  he  says, 
were  alaxined  atfthe  trial  of  this  experiment ;  and  thought 
that  if  the  chains  of  these  poor  people  were  broken,  and 
they  were  suffered  to  emerge  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
with  liberty  to  return  there  or  not  as  they;  pleased,  none  of 
them  would  in  fact  return,  and  that  the  coal-pits  and  the 
mines  would  remain  unwrought  for  the  future.  This  gloomy 
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expectation,  however,  was  disappointed :  the  emancipated 
colliers  and  miners  returned,  not  only  by  free  choice  to  the 
labour  from  which  they  had  been  set  free,  but  with  added 
industry  and  encreased  good-will  to  their  employers.  Does 
not  the  learned  lord  perceive,  that  this  fact,  however  inten 
resting  as  a  history  (which  I  willingly  admit  it  (o  be), 
yet  halts  a  little  as  a  comparison  ?  The  boon  beetovt  ed  upon 
the  collters  and  miners  was,  if  I  mistake  him  not,  for  their  - 
own  immediate  use  and  enjoyment  ;  but  if  it  been  resolved 
only  that  all  future  colliers  and  miners  should  enjoy  these 
immunities  and  privileges,  but  that  the  existing  gene? 
ration  should  go  on  upon  the  old  system  of  indefinite 
servitude,  does  he  think  there  would  have  been  any  thing 
in  that  arrangement  to  awakSn  the  gratitude,  to  stit 
mulate  the  industry,  and  to  improve  the  character  of 
the  present  collier  and  miner  ? 

The  learned  lord,  however,-  vouches  for  his  count 
try  men  in  general,  that  this  alteration,  in  the  term 
oi  service  will  operate  upon  "their  feelings  to  such  a 
degree,  that  bounty  will  ho  longer  be  necessary  to 
induce  enlistment.  I  receive  with  all  possible  readir 
ness,  and  give  implicit  credit  to  whatever  the  learned 
lord  affirms  in  favour  of  a  country  to  which  I  bear  s* 
high  a  respect,  and  of  which  he  himself  is  so  bright  an 
ornament.  But  will  the  learned  lord  allow  me  ,to  remind 
him  that  this,  though  admirable  in  itself,  appears  to  clash 
a  little  .with  another  character  which  he  gave  of  his  coun? 
trymen  upon  a  recent  ocasion  ?  In  the  debate  upon  the 
repeal  of  the  defence  bill,  the  learned  lord  told  us  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  absurd  than  to  expect  to  get  men  w 
Scotland  for  a  less,  bounty  than  had  hitherto  teen  given. 
My  countrymen,  said  he,  are  a  sagacious  people,  and  it  Was 
presently  seen,  that  for  the  reduced  bounty  of  twelve  guineas 
not  a  man  could  be  obtained.  Now  be 'tells  us  that  bis 
countrymen  arc  a  patriotic  people ;  and  that  for  a  limited 
service  they  will  engage  without  any  bounty  at  all.  But 
the  other  was  limited  service  too  :  and  therefore,  though  I 
do  not  question  either  the  sagacity  or  the  patriotism  of  the 
learned  lord's  countrymen- — yet,  white  I  cannot  help  regret- 
ting that  their  patriotism  was  not  called  in  to  correct  their  sa-> 
acity  in  the  former  instance  :  I  cannot  help  apprehending 
lat  i  heir  sagacity  may  possibly  interfere  with  the  exercise  of 
their  patriotism  in  the  present  instance. 

My  honourable   friend  below  me  (Mr.   Wilberforce) 
$as   taken  this   matter  upon  a  yet   higher   tone;    and 
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has  poured  forth  abundant  eloquence  upon  the  topic 
of  the  union  of  character  between  the  soldiers  and  ci- 
tizens; of  the  incompatibility  of  indefinite  military  ser- 
vice with  a  free  civil  constitution;,  and  of  the  neces* 
tity  of  making  the  soldiers  partakers  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  at  all  events  reversionary  heirs  of  that  liberty 
which  they  are  employed  to  defend.  My  honourable  friend 
has  told  us,  that  all  history  exhibits  the  important  truth, 
that  the  armies  of  free  countries  have  uniformly  been  vic- 
torious ;  that  they  have  been  so*  because  the  armies  them- 
selves have  been*  free;  The  theory  is  so  beautiful, 
that  we  cannot  but  lament  that  it  should  want  the  recom- 
mendation of  truth*  I  forget  who  it  is  that  says,  that 
men  read  history  with  such  different  eyes,  and  retain  such 
different  impressions  of  it,  that  you  would  hardly  think  it 
possible  that  they  could  have  been  reading  the  same  thing. 
For  my  part,  when  I  endeavour  to  recollect  the  most  splen-* 
did  and  striking  examples  of  conquest  and  military  glory  of 
the  aricient  or  the  modern  world,  I  find  it  difficult  to  prevent 
the  names  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  and  of  bis  son ;  the  name 
of  Julias  Cesar ;  the  name  of.  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  still 
more  that  of  Bonaparte*  from  occurring  to  me :  and  I  find 
myself  at  a  loss  to  attribute  any  part  of  their  successes  to 
the  enthusiasm  of  liberty  or  to  the  energy  of  a  const  it  u-  ' 
tional  spirit.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  disparage  the  sug- 
gestions of  my  honourable  friend,  but  I  am  anxious  that 
a  serious  and  most  important  question  should  be  placed  in 
its  true  light,  and  stripped  of  tie  glare  of  popular  fallacy. 

Bat  if  I  am  able  to  hear  this  argument  with  compla- 
cency, at  the  same  time  that  I  deny  its  force,  I  cannot 
suppress  my  astonishment  and  admiration  at  the  patient 
silence  of the  right  honourable  secretary  (Mr.  Windham). 
The  rigtit  honourable  gentleman  has  heard,  not  tonight 
only>  but  on  former  nights,  such  doctrines  respecting  the 
mixture  of  the  military  and  civil  character,  as  I  should 
hare  thought  would  have  rnadc  him  start  from  his  seat  to 
vindicate  the  very  first  principles  of  his  system.  If  there 
were  one  thing  which  he  laboured  more  than  another  in 
that  memorable  speech,  in  which  he  poured  forth  his 
whole  soul,  the  accumulation  of  many  years  meditation, 
upon  these  subjects;  it  was  the  distinctness  and  inviolable! 
separation  of  the  soldier,  from  the  citizen.  The  soldierhe 
described  as  utterly  segregated  and  set  apart  from  the  popu- 
lation in  which  he  lived ;  as  belonging  to  a  world  of  his  own, 
*nd  not  looking  beyond  the  limits  ofit  $  exempt  from  toiling" 

L  9  far; 
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for  his  own  subsistence;  but  devoting  himself  to  habits  of  life, 
1o  discipline,  and  laws,  and  institutions  of  peculiar  strictness 
and  severity,  neither  partaking  in  the  solicitudes  nor  en- 
joying the  immunities  of  civil  life.  So  far  from  proposing  to 
approximate  the  soldier  to  the  citizen,  he  thought  (as 
the  House  well  remembers)  that  the  occasional  assump- 
tion of  the  military  title,  and  the  military  garb,  by  the 
volunteers,  who  were  still  irretrievably  citiiens,  had  affected 
4he  soldiers'  character  with  a  contamination  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  remove.     And  yet  the  right  ban.  gentleman 
has  now,  for  two  nights,  sat  by  and  heard  his  measure  sup- 
ported, on  the  ground  that  it  tends  distinctly  and  directly  to 
produce  the  very  effect  which  he  has  so  strenuously  dis- 
claimed and  deprecated.    He  heard  on  a  former  night 
an  honourable  and  distinguished  member  from  Ireland 
(Mr.  Grattan)  descant  in  a  strain  of  learned  and  splendid 
declamation  on  the  necessary  union  of  the  two  characters, 
which  he  wishes  to  keep  asunder.    He  heard  the  same  night, 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  near  him  (the  so- 
licitor-general) deduce  from  the  works  of  Mr.  J  ustic  Black- 
stone,  an  argument,  that  the  separation  of  the  soldiery  from 
the  mass  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  was*  wholly  incompatible 
with  our  free  constitution.  He  has  heard  the  same  argument 
to-night  from  the  noble  lord  near  him  (Lord  H.  Petty)  from 
the  learned  lord  (theLord  Advocate)andfrom  my  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Wilber force.)    He  has  heard  it  asserted  as  the  main 
principle  and  chief  praise  of  his  measure,  that  it  promotes 
and  secures  this  contaminating  union ;  aud,  to  my  astonish- 
ment, he  has  accepted  in  silence  the  panegyrics  which  his 
feelings   must  have   disavowed.     I  can  excuse  him  for 
having  disdained  to  answer  the  attacks  of  his  opponents ; 
but  I  am  surprised  that  he  should  not  have  vindicated  him* 
self  from  the  support  of  his  friends. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  nothing  has  been  urged  in  the  de- 
bate of  this  night  to  change  the  opinion  which  I  had 
formed  upon  this  measure.  The  advantages  held  out  from  it 

'  still  appear  to  me  to  be  visionary  and  theoretical ;  the  prac- 
tical inconveniences  and  dangers  manifest  and  undented  ; 
the  remedies  of  those  dangers  uncertain  and  precarious, 
and,  by  the  avowal  of  the  *ery  author  of  the  measure,  ra- 
ther to  be  hoped  for  than  confidently  expected.*  The  stake 
put  to  hazard  is  nothing  less  than  the  whole  regular  army ; 

■  that  army  upon  which,  (exclusively, as  the  right  honourable 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen  contend),  the  security  of  the  empire  is  to  rest* 
And  all  this  at  a  moment  like  the  present ! 

The  bill  I  am  afraid  is  gone  too  far  to  admit  of  opposi- 
tion in  the  whole,  or  amendment  in  maqy  parts.  One  pari 
only  of  one  danger  it  is  yet  in  our  power  to  guard  against. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  my  honourable  friend  affords 
us  this  opportunity.  It  is  the  last  twig  at  which  we  can 
catch  before  we  arc  precipitated  into  all  the  danger  which 
awaits  us.  It  is  too  late  for  the  House  to  decide  against 
measures  which  hazard  the  army  altogether ;  bat  it  is  yet 
in  their  power  to  take  a  security  for  its  being  ke£t  to* 
gether,  at  least  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  measure  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ; 
though  the  arguments  so  ably  advanced  early  in  the  debate 
by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  still  re- 
mained wholly  unanswered.  With  respect  to  the  army 
which  it  was  necessary  for  this  country  to  keep  up,  it  surely 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  have  merely  the  same  numerical 
force  as  in  the  time  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne ; 
we  must  have  a  force  adequate  to  the  new  situation  of  af- 
faks ;  and  if  we  wished  to  have  influence  on  the  continent, 
we  must  have  an  army  capable  of  acting  there  with  effect, 
should  circumstances  present  the  opportunity.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  spoken  as  if  there  were  some  who 
talked  contemptuously  of  wealth.  Who  they  were  he 
could  not  tell— at  least  he  never  knew  that  ridicule  of  that 
«ort  had  much  success.  But  this  at  least  was  true,  .that 
wealth  alone  would  not  secure  greatness,  and  that  if  a  na- 
tion wished  to  preserve  its  eminence  it  must  depend  on  the 
aumber  and  valour  of  its  own  soldiers,  not  on  its  money 
to  pav  mercenaries.  To  suppose  that  national  greatness 
could  be  maintained  without  this,  was  to  assert  what  was 
contrary  to  all  principle — to  all  common  sense — to  all  expe- 
rience. He  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  instances  of  the 
adoption  of  limited  service  in  foreign  armies,  and  contend- 
ed,  that  not  only  the  practice,  but  the  successful  practice, 
was  justified  by  the  example  of  foreign  nations,  particularly 
the  French  and  Swiss.  Me  then  shewed  that  the  spirit  of 
liberty*  in  all  times,  had  improved  the  soldier.  Nor  was 
this  disproved  by  the  cases  of  Alexander  and  Caesar.  The 
former  triumphed  over  the  Greeks  divided,  and  over  Asi- 
atics, it  was  the  triumph  of  Europeans  comparatively  free. 

*  In 
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In  the  cafce  of  Caesar,  many  of  his  troops  might  believe) 
the  pretences  he  held  out,  that  they  fought  lor  liberty 
against  tyranny  and  aristocracy.  As  to  vW  was  said  of 
the  danger  of  adopting  this  measure  in  time  of  war,  if  it 
was  good  to  be  adopted,  it  ought  to  be  begun  in  time  of 
war  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  do  so  was  what  his 
noble  friend  (Lord  H.  Petty)  had  wisely  and  truly  said,  to 
shew  real  courage  and  magnanimity.  As  to  trenching  on 
the  prerogative,  all  he  had  to  say  was,  that  it  was  undoubt- 
edly competent  to  the  House  to  regulate  any  power  it  con- 
ferred ;  and  to  talk  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  levy 
men  on  any  conditions,  was  very  idle,  since  the  concur* 
fence  of  Parliament  was  necessary  to  pay  and  regulate  the 
army  raised  by  prerogative.  And  would  it  be  contended 
that  the  impression  made  by  the  measure,  in  this  shape* 
would  not  be  much  greater  than  if  it  had  sprung  solely  from 
official  regulation  *,  and,  therefore*  was  not  its  success  on 
that  account  likely  to  be  the  greater  ?  As  to  the  effect  of  the 
offer  of  a  seven  years'  service  instead  of  for  life,  he  con- 
ceived it  self-evident  that  it  would  procure  more  men.  As 
to  the  discontent  of  those  now  enlisted,  he  saw  no  danger  of 
the  kind.  No  ill  effects  of  that  sort  had  sprung  from  en* 
listment  for  a  period  during  the  American  war*  or  in  the  in-' 
stances  in  which  it  was  adopted  since.  In  a  word,  lfe  con* 
ceived  the  present  measure  better  calculated  to  give  us  a. 
large  army  than  any  other ;  and  such  an  army  all  men 
must  agree  was  necessary,  if  we  were  determined  to  pre* 
serve  our  greatness  and  pre-eminence  as  a  nation. 

General  Norton  was  adverse  to  the  measure,  and  in  fa- 
vour of  the  amendment. 

Mr*,  Rosejxxn*  said,  that  the  experiment  of  limited  ser- 
vice had  not  succeeded  in  France  formerly.  In  the  seven* 
years  war,  when  France,  with  a  population  of  twenty-four 
millions,  had  only  140,000  French  troops  on  foot?  it  wat 
found  impracticable  to  recruit  them.  And  in  the  beginning' 
of  the  American  war  the  system  was  abandoned,  and  the  re- 

Jublic  had  been  too  wise  to  adopt  it.     Besides,  desertion 
ad  been  very  great  in  the  French  armies. 
Mr.  Perceval  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  the  amendment/ 
The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  amendment      -        103 
Against  it        *  -        195 

Majority  .    92 
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On  returning  to  the  gallery  we  found  that  the  bill  passed 
Without  a  division. 
Adjourned  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  7,   - 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  members  of  the  Hous* 
of  Commons  brought  up  the  mutiny  bill,  which  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the  motion  of  Eart 
Spencer,  who  gave  notice,  that  if  the  prints  were  on  the 
tabic  pn  Monday,  he  should  move  the  second  reading  on 
Tuesday. 

The  property  tax  bill,  the  Irish  sugar  bill,  and  the  Irish 
additional  force  repeal  bill  were  read  a  third  time  and 

?«u»sed,  and  a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith.      Adjourned  till 
Monday, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

MONDAY,  JUNE  9, 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  Irish 
debenture  bill,  the  Irish,  revenue  collection  bill,  the  Irish 
malt  bill,  the  Irish  spirits  bill,  the  Irish  butter  bill,  the 
franking  bill,  the  Irish  first  fruits  bill,  and  several  private 
bills. 

.   The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl 
Spencer,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

The  Irish  stamp  duties  bill  passed  through  a  committee 
and  was  reported. 

Earl  Spencer  adverted  to  the  notice  he  had  given  on  Sa- 
turday of  Tiis  intention  to  move  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  mutiny  bill  the  next  day  ;  but  understanding,  he  said, 
that  business  of  importance  already  stood  for  that  dayt 
he  should  move  that  tlie  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on 
"Wednesday. 

Lord  Hawkcsbury  did  not  rise  to  object  to  the  motion, 
but  merely  to  give  notice,  that  previous  to  the  second  read* 
ing  of  (he  bill  on  Wednesday,  he  should  move  that  theTe 
be  laid  before  the  House  the  opinion  given  by  certain  mili- 
tary officers,  relative  to  enlistment  for  a  term  of  years. 

Tjie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Wed- 
nesday! 
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fcesday,  for  which  day  the  Lords  urere  ordered  te  be  sum- 
moned. 

Strangers  were  excluded  ;  and  the  consideration  of  the 
-evidence  adduced  ou  the  trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville 
was  resumed. 

The  discussion  continued  till  half  past  eleven  o'clock, 
when  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postpone 
ed  till  the  next  day.    The  judges  attended?    Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  9. 

As  soon  as  the  House  met,  it  was  summoned  by  the  de« 

?uty  usher  of  the  black  red  to  attend  in  the  House  of 
eers.  The  right  honourable  the  Speaker,  and  several 
members;  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  Upper  House  of 
Parliament ;  and  on  his  return,  the  Speaker,  in  the  usual 
form,  acquainted  the  House  that  they  had  bcei*  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  where  they  had  heard  the  royal  assent 
given  by  commission  to  the  Irish  debentures  bill,  the  Irish 
customs  and  excise  duties  bill,  the  Irish  butter  packing 
bill,  the  franking  regulation  bill,  the  London  docks  bill, 
and  the  Irish  first  fruits  bill. 

•  B£r.  Meheux,  ftom  the  India  board,  presented  several 
papers  pursuant  to  orders  of  f  his  House,  which  were  of* 
derod  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Dunbar  harbour  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  re* 
fcrred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  and  several  other  members  for 
North  Britain. 

A  message  from  the  Upper  House  of  Parliament,  an* 
nounced  their  lordships'  assent  to  the  property  duty  bill, 
the  Irish  import  and  export  regulation  bill,  t£e  Irish  ad- 
ditional force  act  repeal  bill,  and  two  private  bills. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  the  Irish  and  Eng- 
lish corn  interchange  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and,  after 
a  few  words  from  Mr.  Foster,  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  the  next  day* 

Ordered  that  an  account  of  the  amount  of  assessments 
made  under  the  assessed  tax  act  for  a  certain  time  therein 
specified  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Sir  Arthur  Welleslev  cave  notice  that  he  would  move  tha 
next  day  for  additional  papers  relative  to  the  Oude  charge. 

Mr.  PauU  presented  his  third  article  of  the  charge  of  im- 

•  peachmcut 
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feachment  against  the  most  noble  the  Marquis  Wcllesley. 
t  was  read  at  the  table  by  the  clerk,  and  was  relative  to 
(he  transactions  which  had  taken  place  in  Furruckabad> 
which  it  s'ated  to  contain  100,000  inhabitants,  and  1o  pro- 
duce a  proportionate  degree  of  revenue.  At  the  conclusion, 
the  noble  lord  who  is  the  object  of  the  charge  was  alledged  to 
have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  and  of  tyranny  and 
oppression  towards  the  prince  of  that  division  of  oriental 
territory.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  charge  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on: 
Thursday,  the  19th  instant,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  John  Lord  Teignmouth  do  at- 
tend on  Wednesday  the  18th,  to  give  evidence  on  the 
Oude  charge ;  Gore  Ouselcy,  aid-de-camp  to  his  High- 
ness the  Nabob  Vizier  of  Oude,  was  also  ordered  to  attend; 
and  it  was  ordered  that  George  Johnstone;  Esq.  a  member 
of  this  House,  do  attend  in  his  place,  on  Thursday,  the 
19th,  at  the  consideration  of  the  article  relative  to  Furruck- 
abad  ;  the  two  former  witnesses  were  also  ordered  to  attend 
on  the  same  day. 

An  account  of  the  net  assessments  under  the  43d  of  tbfc 
King^  up  to  the  5th  April,  1806,  was  presented,  and  order- 
ed to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

A  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  duty  on  foreign  linen 
for  a  limited  period  was  presented  arid  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilhcrforce  gave  notice  that  after  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fox  should  be  disposed  of,  the  next  day  he  would 
move  that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty 
on  the  same  subject. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Irish 
militia  volunteering  bill  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Thursday  next.  In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Foster, 
he  stated  that  his  reason  for  the  delay  of  a  few  days  was, 
that  hc|might,  in  the  interval,  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting with  some  of  the  Irkh  militia  colonels  who  were  now 
in  town.  » 

ASSESSED  TAXE8  AND  EXEMPTIONS. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means.  The  Speaker 
having  left  the  chair, 

Vol.  Ill,  1805-6,  M  Lord 
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Lord  Henry  PtUy  observed,  that  after  what  had  been 
already  said  on  the  subject  to  Which  he  was  now  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House-;  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
trouble  the  committee  at  any  length.  He  need  do  nothing 
more  than  state,  that,  according  to  the  intimation  which  he 
had  given  on  a  former  occasion,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  10 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  assessed  taxes  He  would 
accordingly  now  move  a  resolution  to  that  effect.  With 
regard  to  the  other  motions  which  he  had  to  submit  to  the 
{louse,  it  related  to  the  exemptions  which  it  was  in  con- 
templation to  allow  to  persons  having  small  incomes  and 
large  families.  The  object  of  it  was  to  allow  a  deduction  of 
four  per  cent,  for  every  child,  in  cases  of  •assessment  under 
the  amount  of  40/.  As  fur  as  the  ratio  extended,  this 
would  apply  to  incomes  up  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand, 
or  between  one  and  two  thousand  pounds.  This  would 
embrace  the  whole  of  the  exemptions  that  could  have  been 
claimed  on  this  account,  under  the  property-tax,  and  be- 
sides, it  possessed  the  advantage  of  being  more  full,  general, 
and  permanent,  the  exemptions  under  the  property-tax  be- 
ing necessarily  temporary.  By  this  means  he  avoided  all 
the  inconveniences  which  would  attend  the  granting  of 
such  exemptions  under  the  property-tax;  and  when  be  re* 
sisted  the  exemptions  in  that  form,  he  had  something  like 
the  present  plan  in  contemplation.  He  concluded  by 
moving,  That  towards  raising  the  supplies  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  there  bean  allowance  on  every  assessment  made  or 
to  be  made,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  43d  of  the  King,  af- 
ter the  5th  of  April  1806,  of  an  additional  rate  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  such  assessment. 

Mr.  Huskisson  expressed  some  doub'sas  to  the  produce 
of  the  tax.  He  rather  apprehended  that  it  would  not  turn 
out  so  productive  as  might  be  at  first  expected.  There  was 
a  difference  between  the  sum  that  might  be  calculated  on 
the  assessment  and  the  sum  that  might  be  received  in  the 
exchequer.  It  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  property* 
tax  had  been  raised  from  6£  to  10  per  cent,  and  the  effect 
of  this  certainly  would  be  to  induce  people  to  reduce  their 
establishments,  so  as  to  be  liable  to  a  smaller  portion  of  the 
assessed  taxes. 

jJF.  Francis  having  before  expressed  his  opinion  that  no 
lew  taxes  were  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  present  year, 
and  having  pointed  out  a  mode  (taxing  foreign  property  in. 
|he  funds),  by  which  a  large  sum  might  be  procured,  it 

coul3 
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could  not  be  supposed  that  he  could  be  very  well  disposed 
to  any  tax  whatever.  However  he  had  no  particular  ob- 
jection to  this  mode  beyond  what  he  would  have  to  any" 
other. 

Mr.  Dent  observed,  -that  the  principle  of  exemption  of 
foreign  property  in  the  funds  from  the  property-tax,  appli* 
ed  to  the  parish  taxes.  He  was  proceeding  to  complain  of 
the  hardships  under  which  small  annuities  laboured,  when 
he  was  stopped  by  the  chairman  (Mr.  Hobbouse),  who 
stated,  that  the  only  question  at  present  was  with  regard  to 
the  assessed  taxes. 

Mr.  Baker  contended  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
over  the  way  (Mr.  Huskisson)  was  incorrect  in  his  state- 
ment as  to  the  effects  which  the  raising  of  the  property-ta^ 
would  have  on  the  produce  of  thet^x  now  proposed.  The 
feet  was  that  every  one  must  give  an  account  of  his  estab- 
lishment as  it  was  the  preceding  year,  and  therefore  could 
not  avoid  this  tax  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Bastard  suggested  that  the  grounds  and  waste  lands 
which  were  called  public  property  might  furnish  a  resource 
for  the  public  expenditure. 

Mr.  Huskisson  observed  that  it  would  be  proper  to  con* 
sider  whether,  as  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors 
would  be  increased  by  the  addition  to  the  tax,  they  ought 
not  to  have  less  poundage  than  before,  or  whether  they 
should  have  any. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  replied  that  the  balances  had  been 
very  much  diminished. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Mr.  Rose,  Lord ' 
Henry  Petty,  Mr.  Bastard,  Mr.  Dent,  and  Mr.  Huskisson, 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  resumed.    *Re» 
port  the  next  day. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  then  moved  that  the  House  should, 

the  next  day,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  act  of 

43d  of  the  King  relative  to  the  taxes,  with  a  view  to  refer  to. 

.  that  committee  his  plan  of  exemptions  for  persons  having 

small  incomes  and  large  families.    Ordered. 

ELECTION   TREATING    ACT.  . 

Mr.  Tierney  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  election  treat- 
ing bill. 

Mr.  Blachburne  observed,  that  this  bill  was  more  than  p, 
declaratory  bill,  for  it  allowed  carriages  to  be  provided  for 
conveying  the  voters  to  the  hustings,  which  was  more  than 

H2  was 
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was  warranted  by  the  act  of  King  William.  He  concurred 
.with  the  honourable  gentleman  iri  his  view  of  this  subject, 
as  it  was  found  in  the  bill  in  its  original  staie.  But  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  agreed  to  an  amendment  which 
altered  the  nature  of  his  bill,  and  which  woulu  leave  him 
without  support  from  either  side  of  the  House.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  the  bill  be  read, a  third  time  that 
day  three  months. 

.  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  differed  entirelv  from  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  spoke  List.  He  bad  the  strongest 
objections  to  the  bill  as  it  originally  stood.  Now  he 
thought  it  was  perfectly  nugatory  ;  and  on  that  ground 
he  would  vole  against  it. 

Mr.  Moi  ris  contended  that  this  was  barely  a  declaratory 
bill,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  no  declaratory  bill,  except 
in  cases  of  serious  doubt.  Now  here,  he  contended,  there 
was  no  good  ground  for  doubt,  for  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  act  of  King  William  was  against  giving  money  on  any 
pretence.  It  was  true  committees  had  deckled  that  giving 
compensation  for  loss  of  time,' and  so  forth,  was  not  bribery; 
but  no  committee  had  decided  that  the  giving  of  money  was 
legal.     lie  opposed  the  bill,  therefore,  as  nugatory. 

Sir  William  Dolhen  thought  that  if  money  was  to  be 
given,  it  ought  to  be  lodged  by  both  candidates  with  the 
returning  officer,  so  that  there  could  be  no  bribery  on  cither 
side. 

.  Sir  Robert  Euxton  expressed  his  surprise  at  what  had 
fallen  from  the  respectable  baronet,  and  contended  that  no 
money  ought  to  be  given  by  the  candidate  on  any  pretence 
whatever.  Whoever  gave  money  was  not  a  constitutional 
representative  of'  the  people. 

Sir  W.  Dolben  explained. 

Mr.  Baker  dwelt  upon  the  inconsistency  of  providing 
carriages  for  the  voters,  and  not  supplying  them  with  meat 
and  drink  on  the  road,  and  contended  that  those  who  did 
not  reside  in  the  places  where  their  franchises  lay,  would 
suffer  no  hardships  though  allowed  no  conveyance  what- 
ever.    He  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tierne?/)  though  not  in  an  unpleasant  situation,  be- 
cause he  was  doing  bis  duty,  yet  felt  himself  in  an  extra- 
ordinary one,  for  having  brought  in  a  bill  to  which  ther$ 
were  some  objections,  by  agreeing  to  remove  those  objec- 
tions he  lost  the  support  he  had  before,  without  gaining  any 
thing  to  counterbalance  the  loss*    He  entered  at  some 

5  length 


JUNE  7.]  MISCELLANEOUS,  85 

length  into  the  decisions  of  the  committees,  and  drew  the 
conclusion  from  the  whole,  that  the  principles  on  which 
they  decided  were  very  unsettled.  He  contended,  there- 
fore, that  there  was  a  strong  necessity  for  a  bill  of  this  na- 
ture to  set  the  point  at  rest.  This  was  his  object.  He  him- 
self had  as  little  interest  in  the  question  as  any  body.  He 
had  often  received  letters  on  many  subjects  which  he 
brought  before  the  House,  abusing  him  in  severe  terms,  but 
all  the  letters  he  received  on  this  subject  were  filled  with 
thanks.  If  the  House  did  not  pass  this  bill,  great  mischief 
would  be  done,  for  it  would  be  understood  that  henceforth 
money  might  be  freely  given. 

j\Ir.  Fox  scarcely  thought  it  necessary  to  say  any  thing, 
as  this  bill  did  not  appear  to  be  very  favourably  received. 
He  opposed  it,  however,  on  the  general  principle,  that  it 
went  to  diminish  the  number  of  electors,  a  thing  which  he 
thought  ought  particularly  to  be  guarded  against.  The 
letters  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  received  on  this 
subject  were  probably  from  persons  who  intended  to  be  can- 
didates. The  clause  he  did  not  conceive  to  be  so  uncertain 
as  it  had  been  represented,  and  at  any  rate  he  thought  it  no 
great  evil  that  some  latitude  was  allowed,  as  the  committees 
acting  as  juries  would  examine  every  case  on  its  own  merits. 
If,  however,  any  thing  was  to  be  done  in  this  case,  some- 
thing more  would  be  necessary  than  mere  explanation. 

The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  third  reading     -     -     -     17 

Against  it  42 

■       * 

Majority  -  25 

The  bill  was  accordingly  thrown  out. 

CHELSEA  HOSPITAL  BILL. 

When  strangers  were  admitted  into  the  gallery,  it  appear- 
ed that  Mr.  Windham  had  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
Chelsea  hospital  bill. 

Mr.  Bastard  mentioned  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  the 
Secretary  at  War  for  the  issue  of  the  June  allowances  to 
some  of  the  volunteer  corps,  and  that  the  issues  had  actually 
been  made.  He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  intended 
to  extend  this  to  other  corps  ? 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  nothing  had  been  done  but 
'what  was  intended  to  be  done  according  to  the  plan  which 

jie 
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he  had  stated  to  the  House,  which  had  not  been  altered  in 
this  respeot. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted. 

In  the  committee  a  conversation  of  some  length  took 
place  relative  to  the  propriety  of  Parliament  being  called 
upon  to  engage  to  make  good  the  expences  arising  from 
certain  regulations  before  they  knew  what  these  regulations 
were.  Mr.  Huskisson,  on' the  one  hand,  contended  that 
this  was  not  proper.  While  Mr.  Windham,  Mr  Fox,  and 
Dr.  Laurence,  on  the  other  side,  argued  that  it  was  a 
reasonable  degree  of  discretion  to  be  allowed  to  the  crown, 
and  a  thing  that  had  often  been  done  before. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  expressed  his  hope  that  soldiers  who 
misbehaved  should  not  have  the  pensions. 

Mr.  Windham  said  that,  according  to  his  present  idea, 
this  would  be  decided  by  a  court  martial.  At  all  events, 
this  point  might  be  discussed  when  the  regulations  came  be- 
fore the  House. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Huskisson,  General 
Tarleton,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Bastard,  one 
clause  was  left  out,  and  the  others  agreed  to.  Report  the 
next  day. 

The  thread-lace  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  the  next  day. ' 

Mr.  Foster  moved  the  second  reading  of  Ihe  linen  draw- 
back bill.  But,  as  the  House  was  so  thin,  he  proposed  to 
those  who  were  against  it  to  postpone  it  till  Wednesday. 

Lord  Arcluhald  Hamilton  saw  no  reason  to  expect  a  fuller 
attendance  then,  and  would  move  the  second  reading  this 
day  three  months,  with  a  view  to  put  the  matter  off  till  next 
session. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Magens, 

Lord  Temple  agreed  that  the  bifl  was  proper  at  some  fu- 
ture period;  but  at  present  that  he  must  support  the 
amendment.  The  resolution  of  the  last  board  of  trade  was, 
that  the  drawback  should  be  extended  only  to  coloured  and 
checked  linens,  and  not  to  plain  ;  but,  by  a  mistake  in  car- 
rying the  measure  through  the  House,  it  had  been  extended 
to  plain  also.  Therefore,  however  just  the  restriction  might 
be,  as  k  was  only  to  the  authority  of  the  legislature  that  the 
merchants  could  look,  it  was  but  fair  that  they  should  have 
time  to  have  the  orders  executed  whieh  they  had  given  on 
the  faith  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Foster  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  noble  lord's 

observation  ; 
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observaf ion ;  and  said,  that  he  himself  had  proposed  the 
1st  of  November j  as  the  period  of  commencement  of  tha 
bill. 

After  some  farther  observations  from  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
who  wished  the  bill  to  go  into  a  committee,  where,  as  it  waa 
merely  a  question  of  time,  the  period  of  the  commencement 
of  the  act  might  be  fixed  at  the  1st  of  March,  or  any  other 
day  ;  and  from  Mr.  Rose  and  Sir  J.  Newport,  who  begged 
of  Lord  A.  Hamilton  to  withdraw  his  amendment  for  read* 
inethc  bill  a  second  time  this  day  three  months. 

The  amendment  and  the  original  motion  were  both  al* 
lowed  to  be  withdrawn  ;  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Thursday;  and  counsel 
was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  report  of  the  bill. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  tfye  House  going  into  a  commit* 
tee  on  the  excise-office  regulation  bill,  and  tlie  othei  or- 
ders of  the  day,  were  then  postponed,  and  the  House  ad* 
joarned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  10. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  appeal  from  the  court  of 
chancery,  "  Mary  Georgiana  Seymour,  an  infant,  by  her 
next  friend,  against  the  Earl  of  Euston  and  Lord  Henry 
Seymour.'"  The  solicitor.general,  at  considerable  length, 
went  over  most  of  the  arguments  urged  in  this  cause  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  and  was  followed  on  the  same  side  by 
Mr.  Agar.  The  further  consideration  of  the  appeal  was 
then  postponed  till  the  next  day. 

During  the  hearing  of  the  appeal,  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester addressed  the  House  in  further  confirmation  of  an 
affidavit  made  by  his  lordship,  which  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  solicitor-general  relative  to  the  education  of  Miss 
Seymour  in  the  faith  of  the  church  of  England. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  whatever  degree  of 
respect  they  might  entertain  for  the  opinions  of  the  right 
reverend  prelate,  their  lordships  could  only  look  to  what 
was  in  evidence  before  them. 

The  Irish  stamp  duties  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  a  message  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
acquaint  them  therewith. 

ptrangers  were  excluded,  vyhil$t  their  lordships  discussed 

some 
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some  matter  of  privilege  brought  forward  by  tlie  Earl  of 
Limeric. 

The  discussion  continued  some  time.    Strangers  were  re- 
admitted;  but  no  public  business  was  done,  and  very  soon 
afterwards  they  were  again  excluded;  when  the  consider*' 
ation  of  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Vis- 
count Melville  was  resumed. 

The  House  continued  iu  discussion  till  eleven  o'clock, 
when  an  order  was  made,  to  pioceed  further  on  the  trial  of 
Lord  Viscount  Melville  on  Thursday,  and  a  message  or- 
dered to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  acquaint 
tbem  therewith.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

* 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  10. 

Sir  John  Anderson  brought  up  a  petition  from  the 
parish  of  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch,  in  favour  of  the 
Jiast-London  water  works   bill.      Ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  laws  relative  to  waggons,  &c.  on  the  highways 
throughout  the  united  kingdom,  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the  act  of  the  28th  of  the  King,  chap.  27,  rela- 
tive to  outside  passengers  on  stage  coaches. 

Mr.  Ilobhousc  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  Wi\ys  and  means  of  the  preceding  day,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  the  Scotch  distillery  bill, 

which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond lime  on  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 

The  Irish  malt  duty  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice  of  a  motion  he  intended  to 
make,  for  leave  to  bring  iu  a  bill  to  regulate  the  elections  in 
Ireland.  The  first  object  of  th*  bill  he  should  propose*  war, 
to  disqualify  revenue  officers  from  being  returning  officers; 
as  they  were  now  disqualified  from  being  voters.  In  the 
second  place,  he  wished  that  it  should  be  imperative  upon 
corporations,  to  examine  speedily  the  claims  of  persons 
claiming  the  right  of  freedom ;  and  thirdly,  he  wished  that 

in 
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in  cities  and  towns,  the  freeholders  should  be  put  on  an 
equality  with  those  who  had  obtained  their  freedom  by 
trade,  who  at  present  can  act  six  months  after  obtaining 
their  freedom,  whereas  the  freeholder  must  be  registered  at 
least  twelve  months  prior  to  the  election. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  moved  for. papers  respecting  the 
charge  against  Marquis  Wellesley.     The.  first  paper  for 
which  he  maved  was  "  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. . 
Paul!  to  Marquis  Wellesley,  dated  Lucknow,  March  10, 
1803,  with  the  answer." 

Mr.  Paull  seconded  the  motion.  He  however  begged 
leave  to  state,  that  at  the  time  of  his  writing  that  letter,  be 
had  been  only  six  weeks  in  India,  after  his  return  from 
England,  where  he  had  staid  above  two  years.  It  would 
be  seen,  however,  that  that  letter  complained  of  the  op- 
pression and  extortion  committed  under  the  system  of  the 
British  government  in  the  province  of  Oude. 

The  paper  was  then  ordered,  as  was  also  an  immediate 
return  of  papers  formerly  moved  for  and  ordered. 

The  foreign  thread  lace  bill  went  through  a  commit- 
tee, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day. 

ASSESSED   TAXES. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  the  House  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  general  assessed  tax  act,  when  his 
lordship  moved  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  41.  per  centum 
per  annum,  on  the  assessed  taxes,  be  allowed  to  every  per- 
son having  more  than  two  children  born  in  lawful  wedlock 
assessed  under  that  act  in  a  sum  under  401.  per  annum, 
and  who  were  ioficjWcburthened  with  the  maintenance 
of  such  children.  •      •• 

Mr.  Huskisson  wished  to  know  if  the  allowance  was 
meant  to  be  permanent,  or  temporary,  that  is  to  say,  only 
to  be  a  mitigation  of  the  severities  of  the  property  tax.  If 
the  former,  he  did  not  think.it  went  far  enough,  but  must 
extend  an  immense  deal  beyond  what  the  noble  lord  had 
proposed.  For  instance,  to  the  stamp  duties,  ,which  were 
also  admitted  to  be  severely  felt.  If  we  once  admitted 
such  a  principle,  there  tvas  no  stopping,  and  it  would  lead 
to  a  latitude  which  the  country  could  not  admit  of,  and 
the  very  circumstance,  too,  which  entitled  a  person  to  the 
exemption  would  operate  as  a  bar  to  his  participating  of 
its  benefits.    The  largeness  of  a  man's  family  might,  ii\ 
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many  instances,  particularly  if,  from'  his  situation  in  t  he- 
world,  he  was  obliged  to  keep  a  male  servant,  compel  him 
to  occupy  h  house,  the  taxes  on  which  in  wiAdow  and* 
house  duty,  &c.  would  amount  to  more  than  40/.  per  * 
annum.  It  would  be  absurd  to  think,,  that  a  person  in  tnis 
situation  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  or  the  exemp- 
tion proposed  by  the  noble  lord,,  while,  to  make  it  more 
effectual  and  equally  available  to  all,  it  would  be.  necessary 
that  a  particular  law  should  be  enacted  for  every  fkraily  in: 
the  kingdom. 

JLtird  Henri/  Petty  stated,  that  the  exemption  had  beea 
proposed  as  a  relief  from  the  general  burden  of  taxation  tc* 
which  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  resort*  Whether  that 
relief  should  be  permanent,  or  only  temporary,  it  was  not 
for  him  to  say,  that  must  depend  on  the  opinion:  of  the 
House  at  a  future  period.  As  to*  the  last  objection  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  had  only  to  observe,,  that  the* 
case  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  that  principally  in  view 
when  the  exemption  in  question  was  proposed. 

Mr.  Huskisson  and  Lord  Henry  Petty  again  exchanged 
a  few  words. 

Mr*  Wilberforce  expressed  his  preference  to  the  exemp- 
tion now  proposed  to  any  which  could  have  been  given  un- 
<$er  the  property  tax,  in  so  far  as,  a  man  having  a  large  fa- 
mily was  by  that  very  circumstance  obliged  to  contribute 
m  a  greater  degree  to  the  assessed  taxes. 

In  answer  to  a  quesion  from  Mr.  Huskisson,  Lord  Henry 
Petty  estimated  this  allowance  at  200,000/L 

»LAVB   TRADE. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  rose,,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  submit 
to  the  House  a  resolution  declaratory  of  their  sense  of  the  in- 
justice, inhumanity,  and  impolicy  of  the  slave  trade. 
Before,  however,  he  went  into  any  statement  of  the  grounds 
on  which  he  with  confidence  looked  for  the  aftnostf  nnanr-  , 
tnous  countenance  of  the  House  in  this  measure*  he  felt 
himself  called  on  to  state  in  a  few  words  his  own'  apology 
for  being  the  person  by  whom,  such  a  motion  should  be 
made.  This  subject  had  been  repeatedly  brought  forward,, 
year  after  year,  for  the  last  sixteen  ir  seventeen  years,  by  a 
respectable  member  of  that  House,  than  whom  no  man,, 
either  from  his  talents,  eloquence,  zeal  in  the  cause,  or, 
from  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  in  that  House,  or 
in  the  country,  could  be  better  qualified  for  the  task.    In* 

such 
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such  bands  he  had  found  the  business,  and  there  be  would 
willingly  have  left  it.   His  own  opinion  was,  that  it  would 
iave  been  better  that  that  honourable  friend  of  his  bad 
made  the  present  motion,  or  such  other  motion  as  he  would 
lave  wished  on  the  subject;  as  to  which  he  could  not  have 
doubted  (hat  lie  should  have  had  the  support  of  him  (Mr. 
Fox)  and  feis  friends.    A  strong  opinion,  however,  had 
prevailed  with  his  honourable  friend,  and  with  those  with 
whom  he  was  connected,  that  all  circumstances  considered, 
it  would  be  better  that  the  business  should  originate  with 
him  (Mr.  Fox).    He  had  yielded  his  own  opinion  on  this 
subject  to  that  of  his  honourable  friend,  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  ;  and,  however  certain  persons  might  be  in- 
clined to  consider  and  t6  represent  it  as  a  fanciful  theory,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  be  should  esteem  his 
political  life  of  thirty  or  forty  years  well  spent,   if  ho 
should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  cofnpass  the  end  to  which  his 
present  motion  was  directed.    Having  explained  so  far,  he 
tbould  go  on  to  state  those  circumstariees  which  seemed  to 
Mm  to  warrant  the  motion  which  he  had  to  make,  so  fur 
as  he  should  feel  it  necessary.     He  could  not,  in  doing  so, 
commence  without  observing,  that  he  was  happy  to  say, 
that  whatever  difficulties  had  occurred  in  that  House,  with 
respect  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  he  should  not  say  unanimous,  but  aa  nearly  so 
as  well  could  be  recorded  by  resolutions  of  the  House  itself 
was,  that  the  slave  trade  was  contrary  to  justice,  humanity, 
*nd  sound  policy.    As  had  been  well  remarked  by  a  great 
man,  now  no  more,  but  whose  opinions,  wherever  justice 
or  any  moral  feeling  was  interested,  would  long  be  remem- 
baea  with  pride  and  veneration  {Mr.  Burke),  it  was  not  a 
liaffip  in  the  labour  of  man,  but  in  man  himself,  and  was 
calculated  to  ke$p  down  and  debase  humanity.  He  should 
aot  enter  into  the  arguments  adduced  by  some  gentlemen 
«rho  had  supported  the  trade,  who  alledged  that  the  crime 
(if  crime  it  was)  was  not  imputable  to  those  who  embarked 
in  the  trade  from  this  country ;  that  the  persons  whom  they 
carried  off  were  slaves  before,  condemned  as  such  on  ac- 
count of  offences  committed  by  them.  8uch  arguments,  he 
said,  was  only  adding  hypocrisy  to  the  lust  of  gain,  and 
attempting  to  vindicate  What  was  contrary  to  nature.  Sup- 
posing the  person?  alluded  to  have  been  legally- rendered 
slaves,  was  the  British  government  to  sanction,  and  British 
ships  and  seamen  to  conduct  the  policeof  African  monarch*! 

.»«  Such 
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Such  an  idea,  he  submitted,  was  only  one  of  the  many- 
instances,  how  far  the  lust  of  gain  could  pervert  human 
reason.     Except  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  general 
opposite  (though    he   rather   believed    he   was    not  so 
loud  in  his  defence  of  the  trade  on  the  broad  principles 
of  humanity),  and   an  illustrious  friend  of  his  in  the 
other.  House,   who  thought  the  trade  so   proper,   that 
if  it  should  be  discontinued,  a  bounty  ought  to  be  given 
to  encourage  its  revival,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
he  had  no  very  determined  opposition  to  the  principle 
of  his  motion  to  encounter.     He  should  not  quote  the 
authority  of  that  great  man,  lately  deceased  (Mr.  Pittt), 
whose  name  and  opinion  were  so  frequently  referred  to, 
though  he  thought,  if  good,  and  to  be  held  out  for  ex- 
ample by  his  friends  in  a  political  question,    it  must 
be  no  less  worthy  of  their  imitation,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  as  then  their  approbation  would  wear  a  less  suspi- 
cious appearance.     He  should,  however,  quote  the  au- 
thority of  an6ble  viscount  (Sidmouth),  the  Speaker's  pre- 
decessor, though  not  immediate,  in  that  chair,  who,  while 
he  opposed  the  abolition  at  the  time  it  was  originally  moved, 
agreed  in  the  propriety  of  adopting' it  at  a  future  period. 
He  should  also  quote    the  authority  of  another  noble 
viscount  (Melville),  who,  while  he  did  at  the  moment  all 
in  his  power  to  support  the  trade,  proposed,  as  a  substi-  , 
tute  for  the  immediate  abolition,  resolutions  similar  in 
their  terms  to  those  which  he  took  as  the  basis  of  his  pre* 
sent  motion :  that  the  trade  was  contrary  to  "  humanity, 
justice,  and  sound  policy,1'  and  therefore  should  be  abo- 
lished at  some  future  period.    He  took  those  words  rather 
than  any  other,  as  the  basis  of  his  motion,  hoping  that 
he  should  thereby  secure  the  concurrence  of  those  who 
formerly  themselves  proposed  them,  and  wishing  as  little 
as  possible  to  provoke  contrariety  of  opinion.     The  House 
having  been  uniformly  of  opinion,  and  having  so  often 
declared  that  opinion,  that  the  trade  should  be  abolished, 
and  yet  having  taken  no  step  to  that  effect  for  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  he  presumed,  would  think  itself  called  on,  if 
from  no  other  motive,  from  respect  to  its  own  character 
and  reputation,  now  to  do  something  to  effect  what  had  so 
often  been  declared  to  be  -its  opinion.    If  he  recollected 
well,  the  period  when  the  question  of  the  abolition  was 
first  agitated,  was  the  year  1791.    In  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1792,  it  was  much  considered  through  the 
country,  where  it  excited  warm  feelings  among  the  great 

bulk 
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bulk  of  the  people.  It  was  tried  in  that  House,  and  the 
question  for  the  gradual  abolition  was  carried.  The 
question  as  to  the  period  was  then  put,  that  ii  be  abolished 
ia  one  year — then  in  two  years,  both  of  which  were  re- 
jected, but  the  proposition  for  abolishing  it  in  the  third' 
year  was  adopted.  At  that  time  the  greatest  enemy  to  the 
abolition  did  not  wish  to  postpone  the  measure  beyond  the 
year  1830.  Yet  now  we  were  in  the  year  1806,  and  no 
step  towards  this  just,  humane,  and  politic  measure,  as 
the  House  declared  it,  had  been  adopted.  In  this  situa- 
tion, had  not  the  country  and  the  civilized  world  to  re-, 
,proach  them  with  their  conduct,  in  allowing  matters*  to 
come  to  a  situation  much  more  remote*  than  ev<£n  the  ene- 
mies of  the  abolition  had  calculated  on  *  Denmark  had 
fixed  on  that  year  as  the  period  when  they  should  abolish 
the  trade,  and  they  had  been  made  the  subject  of  ridicule 
among  as  for  the  great  distance  to  which  they  had  post- 
poned  it.  How  far  they  had  given  cause  for  such  ridioule 
on  oar  part,  he  should  not  say.  They  had  already  abo- 
lished the  trade,  at  least  among  their  own  subjects;  and 
they  bod  shewn,  if  they  could  not  amon^  others,  they 
could  at  least  prevent  the  commission  of  crimes  and  infa- 
ncy among  themselves.  He  had  at  one  time  hoped  that  a 
bill  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  might  have 
passed  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  have  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent  this  session.  A  number  of  cir- 
cumstances, however,  and  particularly  the  bill  for  abo- 
lishing thfe  trade  as  to  foreign  islands,  during  the  discus- 
sions on  which  it  was  deemed  improper  to  introduce  any 
measure  of  the  kind,  had,  to  the  entire  conviction  of  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  rendered  any  such 
expectation  highly  improbable.  It  might,  indeed,  pass 
this  House,  bat  ii  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  at 
such  a  period  of  the  session,  they  would  have,  not  a  pre- 
tence, but  a  fair  reason  for  saying  that  they  could  not  carry 
it  through.  What  alternative  then  remained,  but 
either  to  pass  by  in  total  silence  a  measure  which  for  the 
last  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  had  every  year  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  House,  or  to  adopt  the  plan  he  now 
proposed*-^to  pledge  the  House  to  the  abolition  of  the 
trade,  not  at  a  given  period,  but  at  an  early  period  ?  For 
this  purpose,  his  proposition  should  be  to  leave  two  things 
open — the  mode  ana  the  time.  He  should,  however,- 
state,  that  for  his  own  part,  after  having  considered  the 
subject,  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  with  every  possible  at- 

8  tention, 
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tention,  he  could  conceive  no  practical  mode  of  effecting 
the  abolition  but  by  a  direct  law*  As  to  the  time,  in  the 
same  way  as  happened  in  the  year  1792,  there  might  be 
many  opinions  on  this  subject.  Some  might  think  the  1st 
of  January  next  the  proper  period ;  others  one  more  re- 
mote* To  all  persons  of  this  description,  he  left  the  pe- 
riod of  time  at  which  the  abolition  should  take  place, 
open ;  but  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible that  any  thing  could  shake  him  in  the  opinion  of  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  abolition.  He  nod  heard  a 
jrreat  deal  of  noise  made,  as  if  the  trade  had  been  already 
knocked  up  by  bills  formerly  passed  in  that  House ;  yet 
these  very  measures,  were  afterwards  applauded  as  being 
the  greatest  benefits  to  the  trade,  by  the  persons  who  had 
formerly  so  loudly  declaimed  against  them.  He  had  also 
lately  been  given  to  understand,  that  the  trade  was  now 
completely  annihilated  by  the  passing  of  the  act  for  pre-, 
venting  the  foreign  trade.  All  he  asked  was,  tbfrt.tbe  deal* 
era  would  set  their  names  to  this  fact,  and  decline  the 
trade*  He  was  afraid,  t bough  the  act  lastpassed  had  done 
a  great  deal,  it  had  only  effected  the  one  half  of  the  .object, 
and  bad  left  a  germ  from  which  the  whole  might  again 
ftpring  up.  The  ruin  of  the  West  Indies,  too,  was  al- 
ledgerf  by  some  as  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  aboli- 
tion. On  this  point  he  begged  to  refer  them  to  the  speech 
of  the  same  righ  t  hon.  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  alrea- 
dy alluded  (Mr.  Burke),  at  least  to  something  in  print 
which  gave  an  idea,  though  a  very  faint  one,  or  his  most 
eloquent  speech  on  this  subject ;  but  which  to  have  heard, 
eloquent,  argumentative  and  convincing  as  it  was ; — un- 
answered and  unanswerable,  must  have  carried  conviction 
to  every  breast ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  West  Indies  could  be  in  any  degree  affected* 
If  the  slave  trade  were  abolished,  experience  shewed  that 
the  contrary  would  be  the  fact.  In  America  the  increase 
of  the  Blacks  fully  equalled  that  of  the  Whites,  and  had 
doubled  within  the  last  nineteen  or  twenty  years.  This 
he  should  not  say  was  a  damning,  but  a  blessed  proof  of 
the  fallacy  of  such  assertions.  There  was  every  ground  to 
hope  that  the  increase  would  equal  every  tiling  which 
could  be  desired,  and  would  lead  to  such  a  gradual  and 

f undent  emancipation  as  would  ultimately  place  the  West 
ndies  on  the  very  surest  and  bast  foundation.  He  hoped 
that  in  such  a  case  as  this  the  memory  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  lately  deceased  (Mr.  Pitt),  so  often  quoted, 

would 
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irould  not  be  forgotten  by  his  friends,  who  would  shew  an 
equal  regard  to  his  opinions  on  this  subject  as  on  others, 
and  would  therefore  evince  that  it  was  not  merely  in  oppo-* 
sttion  to  those  who  now  filled  bis  situation  that  his  send*' 
ments  were  so  often  referred  to.  The  different  proceedings 
lfeld  in  the  course  of  the  rrtotions  for  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  were  then  read)  and  Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  moving" 
a  resolution,  that  the  House,  conceiving  the  African  slave 
trade  to  be  contrary  to  justice,  humanity  and  bound  poli- 
cy, will,  as  early  as  possible,  take  such  effectual  mea- 
sures for  its  abolition  as  may  seem  to  them  to  be  the  most 
proper. 

sir  Ralph  MiJbank  had  been  uniformly  of  opinion  that 
the  slave  trade  was  a  ruinous  and  destructive  traffic,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  sound  policy,  justice, 
and  humanity,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  honourable  se- 
cretary hi  a  much  more  able  manner  thnn  he  could  do. 
He  was  happy  to  say  that  the  rrjajority  of  his  constituents 
concurred  with  him  in  these  sentiments.  He  was  persuaded 
that  the  cultivation  of  the  colonies  could  be  very  well  car- 
ried on  without  any  fresh  importation  of  slaves,  and  con- 
eluded  by  seconding  the  motion^ 

General  Tarlcton  felt  some  astonishment  at  the  manner 
hi  which}  attd  the  time  when,  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  had  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  this  resolu-* 
tion.  It  was  wholly  uncalled  for  by  any  part  of  the  coun^ 
<fy,  and  introduced  seemingly  for  no  other  purpose,  thnn 
to  shew  that  he  had  the  power  to  carry  his  point.  TIiq 
House  had  certainly  expressed  sentiments  inimical  to  the 
trade,  and  favourable  to  its  abolition;  which,  howevrr, 
it  had  never  thought  proper  to  follow  up  by  any  efficient 
measure.  But  the  former  resolutions  were"  brought  for- 
ward in  periods  of  profound  peace,  when  they  were  not 
pregnant  with  any  such  danger  as  at  present,  when  the 
Country  was  involved  in  an  arduous  war,  and  plunged  in  a 
situation  more  critical  than  at  any  former  period  of  its  his- 
tory-. Why  the  right  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
chosen  such  a  moment  for  bringing  forward  the  motion, 
was  to  him  most  astonishing,  nor  could  he  account  for  it 
upon  any  other  principle  than  that  of  gratifying,  for  cer- 
tain political  purposes,  the  inclinations  of  an  honourable 
member  below  him  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who  was  so  ex- 
tremely zealous  upon  this  subject,  that  he  never  could  hear 
the  slave  trade* mentioned  without  starting  as  if  he  saw  a 
ghost,  and  exclaiming  abolition  !  abolition!  It  was  there* 

fore 
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fore  mopt  probable,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  a  view  to  cultivate  a  new  coalition  in  that  House  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session.  He  was  aware,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  former  investigations  which  took  place  upon  this 
subject,  a  most  voluminous  body  of  evidence  had  beei* 
laid  before  Parliament.  Much  of  that  evidence  was  in  fa- 
vour, and  much  against  the  abolition  ;  and  whatever  was 
the  resolution  at  that  time  adopted,  it  did  not  appear  that 
Parliament  had  since  thought  it  wise  to  follow  it  up :  but 
before  the  House  should  proceed  fo  adopt  the  resolution 
now  proposed,  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  situation  of  Liverpool— *a  town  which,  from  a  miser- 
able fishing  hamlet  of  about  150  huts,  had  within  a  century 
risen  to  be  the  second  town,  in  point  of  commercial  wealth 
aad  consequence,  in  the  British  dominions,  entirely  by  the 
African  trade.  He  begged  to  impress  on  the  recollection 
of  the  House  what  the  situation  of  Liverpool  was  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  end  his  colleagues  came 
into  power.  •  It  was  eminent  for  the  prosperity  of  its  com- 
merce, its  wealth,  its  loyalty — for  the  important  aid  itj 
furbished  to  the  British  marine,  by  affording  at  all  times 
a  numerous  supply  of  seamen,  through  its  African  and> 
West  Indian  trade.  It  was  equally  distinguished  for  its 
spirit,  in  fitting  out  private  ships  of  war,  and  by  contri- 
buting annually  three  millions  sterling  in  revenue  to  the 
public  purse.  But  what  measures  of  advantage  haa  Li- 
verpool experienced  since  the  present  ministers  came  into 
power?  Why,  the  refraction  bill  upon  the  African  trade, 
by  which  the  enterprising  spirit  of  its  merchants  were  pa- 
ralysed, their  trade  diminished,  the  value  of  tbeir  ship- 
ping considerably  reduced,  and  disputes  existed  between 
them  and  the  planters.  But  if  the  mercantile  interests  of 
the  country  were  to  be  thus  crushed — if  that  commerce, 
which  yielded  so  great  a  portion  of  the  public  revenue, 
was  to  be  impoverished — what  must  be  the  natural  conse- 
quence? But  one  of  two  alternatives;  either  the  minister 
must  resort^ to  the  landed  interest  entirely  for  the  supplies 
necessary  to  carry  on  (he  war,  or  he  must  be  driven  to  aa 
ignominious  pence.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
seriously  meant  to  proceed  with  the  proposed  measure,  he 
could  only  say,  thnt  his  constituents  would  feel  themselves 
justified  in  coming  foward  in  the  most  respectful  manner, 
to  solicit  frota  Paniameui,  that  to  which  ihey  would  con- 
C'.ive  themselves  jasfly  entitled;  namely,  compensation, 
for  lue.losses  they  would  sustain,  in  consequence  of  a  mea- 
sure 
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shtc  thai  would  deprive  them  of  a  trade  which  they  had 
followed  from  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  under  the  sane 
tion  of  Parliamentary  protection.  The  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  measure  must  be  bankruptcies  without  num- 
ber; the  emigration  of  useful  artisans,  with  their  capitals, 
to  America,  and  the  loss  to.  this  country,  for  ever,  of  many 
useful  artificers. 

Mr.  Franc fs  .said,  the  honourable  gentleman's  constitu- 
ents would  certainly  be  at  liberty  to  come  to  that  House  for 
compensation,  in  case  the  slave  trade  should  bfe  abolished ; 
but  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  consent  to  take  the  mo- 
ney out  of  his  own  pocket,  or  that  of  the  public,  for  com- 
pensating men  for  the  abolition  of  an  iniquitous  traffic,  so 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  humanity.  He  should  re- 
gard such  petitions,  as  he  did  others  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  inveighing  vehemently  against  measures  in 
contemplation  which  the  petitioners  conceived  to  be  ruin- 
ous, but  which*  they  afterwards  found  to  be  the  vary  re- 
verse. The  house  already  stood  pledged,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  16th  of  May,  1792,  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  at  a  definite .  time,  and  yet  this  resolution  had  ne- 
ver been  acted  upon  ;  he  could  not  therefore  see  the  use  of 
the  House  again  pledging  itself  to  a  similar  resolution  for 
a  distant  day,. which  would  pass  for  nothing  with  the 
public,  unless  something  were  done  immediately.  His 
righ£  honourable  friend  had  given  his  opinion  as  strongly 
as  he  could  in  favour  of  immediate  abolition ;  why,  there- 
fore, was  not  his  resolution  as  strong  as  his  opinion  ?  and 
why  did  he  not  propose  to  follow  it  up  efficiently  at  once  ? 
His  right  honourable  friend  had  said,  it  was  too  late  in  the 
season,  and  that  there  would  not  be  time  to  debate  the  bill : 
but  surely  it  was  as  easy  to  debate  the  bill  as  the  resolution 
now  proposed :  ia  fact,  there  was  little  or  no  occasion  to 
debate  a  subject  that  had  been  so  frequently  discussed* 

Lord  Cti&lereagh  opposed  the  resolution.  He  ob- 
served, that  if  s  toe  right  honourable  gentleman  really 
meant  it  as  a  serious  proposition,  or  any  thing  xslse  than 
one  of  those  convenient  measures  of  parliamentary  ma- 
nagement, which  he  sometimes  condescended  to  adept,  he 
(Lord  Castlereagh)  did  not  see  any  purpose  it  could  an- 
swer to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  It  pledged  the 
House  generally  to  a  resolution,  for  a  purpose  wholly  in- 
definite as  to  time  and  mode.  If,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
trade  could  be  abolished  at  once,  why  not  do  it  immedi- 
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$tely,  instead  of  proposing  a  resolution  in  general  tetraa 
upon  the  subject,  which,  in  its  present  form,  was  wholly 
Unintelligible  ?  The  House  had  formerly  come  to  a  defi- 
nite resolution,  which,  had  never  been  followed  up ;  and 
why.  ?  Obviously  because  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
realize  the  theories  of  those  who  led  the  House  into  that  re* 
solution.  With  respect  to  the  principle  of  the  slave  trade, 
90  man  more  sincerely  wished  than  be  did,  that  it  were 
practicable  now,  or  at  any  proximate  period,  to  remove  a 
grievance  so  calamitous  from  the  lot  of  humanity.  As  to 
effecting  any  thing  like  a  general  abolition  of  (his  traffic, 
be  really  feared  it  was  not  to  be  accomplished  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  for  were  the  most  peremptory  bill  that  could  be 
.  shaped,  to  pass  that  night  upon  the  subject,  to  preclude  all 
British  ships  and  capital^  from  being  employed  in  the 
African  trade,  even  for  the  supply  of  our  own  colonies,  h* 
{lid  not  s$e  any  other  purpose  such  a  bill  would  answer  than 
to  involve  us  in  disputes  with  those  colonies,  and  to  risk 
their  ultimate  loss,  by  forcing  them  to  resort  to  other  na« 
iions,  who  would  certainly  tajtc  up  the  trade  as  a  source 
of'  wealth,  the  moment  it  was  relinquished  by  this  coun* 
try.  Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  imagine,  that 
any  bill  passed  by  the  British  legislature  for  abolishing  our 
own  slave  trade,  would  prevent  France,  Spain,  and  for* 
tugal,  from  carrying  it  on,  under  all  those  cruelties  which 
the  regulations  of  the  British  trade  \y  ere  so  well  calculated  to 
prevent?  Didthehon.  member  near  him  (Mr.  Wilberforce), 
who  had  announced  his  intention  of  moving  that  night 
an  address  to  his  Majesty  upon  this  subject,  imagine  that 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  his  Majesty  to  change  the  sen- 
timents of  other  European  governments,  and  more  especu 
ally  of  the  present  ruler  of  France,  whose  principles  and 
opinions  were  so  well  known  upon  tlr;  subject,  and  to 
whom  the  very  circumstance  of  our  abandoning  the  trade 
would  be  the  strongest  inducement  for  its  adoption?  In 
fact,  until  such  a  concert  could  be  formed  with  our  ow« 
West-India  planters  and  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  it 
would  he  in  vain  to  expect  any  thing  like  an  effectual 
'  measure  for  the  abolition  of  this  trade ;  and  by  abandon-? 
ing  it  ourselves,  we  should  only  throw  a  source  of  wealth 
into  the  lap  of  our  enemies,  without  effecting  any  one 
good  purpose  to  the  unfortunate  objects  of  our  solicitude. 
Any  real  benefit  must  be  the  work  of  time  a*id  gradual 
progression,  arid  by  a  correcting  system,  something  of 
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the  nature  by  w hich  smuggling  and  other  abuses  Were  cor-  ^ 
rectal  at  homo  :  such,  for  instance,  as  an  high  and  almost 
prohibitory  duty  on  the  importation  of  new  slaves  into  out 
w  est  India  island*  ;  but  this  duty  not  to  operate  merely  as 
a  source  of  revenue  to  the  crown,  but  of  teward.  to  the 
planters,  for  encouraging  negro  population  in  the  islands, 
and  rewarding  the  kindness  and  encouragement  shewn  tS 
slates. 

The  Solicitor  General  rose  to  state  shortly  his  sentf- 
men's.     He  should  have  lfruch  more  cordially  supported  a, 
motion  for  Iea(ve  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  immediate  aboli- 
tion of  this  abominable  traffic:  yet  still,  he  thought  the 
tnof  ion  ought  to  be  supported,  as  pledging  the  Hduse  to 
take  tfi£  most  speedy  and  practicable  means  to  abolish  it* 
Surely,  if  it  i>  ere  the  sense  of  the  House  to  adopt,  in  the 
present  session,  any  measure  more  prompt  and  efficient  for 
the  purpose,  this  resolution  would  oppose  np  impediment 
to  a  purpose  so  desirable.     The  noble  lord  who  had  just 
tat  down  had  said  the  resolution  was  vague  and  indefi- 
nite.    Its  object,  he  conceived  to  be  unequivocally  expli- 
cit, and  its  purpose  to  revive  the  resolution  of  the  House  in 
17?>S,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon.     It  was  oot  his 
wishj  ftt  this  moment,  to  enter  into  a  general  discussion 
upon  the  slave  trade,  for  what  could  there  be  offered  to  the 
Hottseiri  vindication  of  a  commerce  so  detectable,  but  ar- 
guments already  refuted,  and   assertions  long  since  dis- 
proved ?  It  was  hardly  fair  to  say  the  House  had  not  done 
any  thing  in  pursuance  of  its  former  resolution  ;  for  in  tUe 
session  before  last  it  had  passed  a  bill  for  the  purpose* 
whicH  was  rejected  fn  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and 
another  was  brought  in  last  session,  which  miscarried 
owlrig  to  the  accident  of  a  thin  House,  and  a  concerted 
plan  ta  defeat  the  measure.     He  knew  well  that  sometimes 
corrupt  systems  were  long  continued  in  nations  that  had 
not  courage  to  enquire  into  them ;  but  that  whs  not  the  case 
in  this  country  with  respect  to  this  system,  because  there 
had  been  no  want  of  courage  ttf  enguire  into  it ;  and  after 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  committee,  who  in  \7QS  had 
investigated  the  subject  with  the  most  patient  deliberation 
— whose  opinions,  and  the  evidence  upon  which  they 
were  founded,  stand  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  House 
-—and  who  solemnly  declared,  that  this  most  atrocious 
traffic  had  been, .and  continued  to  be,  carried  on  in  th« 
most  -.ranton  and  barbarous  manner,  could  any  argument 
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be  necessary  now.  to  prove  the  propriety  of  its  abolition  ? 
Or  oould  the  House  feel  the  necessity  of  longer  delay,  when 
they  were  told,  that  since  the  adoption  of  those  resolutions 
to  abolish  this  infamous  trade,  no  less  than  560,000 
wretched  individuals  had  been  torn  from  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, in  consequence  of  war  and  violence,  fomented  for 
the  purpose  of  seizing  and  consigning  them  to  slavery  in 
the  West-Indies.  An  honourable  general  had  said,  that, 
if  this  trade  were  to  be  abolished,  his  constituents  of  Li- 
verpool must  come  to  tliat  House  for  compensation,  and 
that  a  great  source  of  revenue  must  be  destroyed:  be  it  so, 
at  any  expence,  rather  than  hold  the  detestable  principle, 
that  the  debts  of  England  were  to  be  paid  with  the  blood  of 
Africa.  The  noble  lord  had  said  that  the  progress  of 
abolition  must  be,  gradual,  and  that  it  could  only  be  ef- 
fected in  concert  with  our  West  India  planters.  In  such 
a  case,  indeed,  the  prospect  must  not  only  be  far  distant 
but  utterly  hopeless,  as  th£  planters  were  a  s?t  of  men 
whose  assent  could  never  bo  obtained ;  and  he  would  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  former  correspondence  of  Lord  Sey- 
mour and  the  West  India  planters  on  this  subject,  to  shew 
their  intention  to  blindfold  and  mislead  Parliament  upon 
the  subject.  He  trusted  the  House,,  in  its  final  decision, 
would  not  be  guided  by  such  testimony.   ' 

General  Gascoj/ne  considered  the  present  discussion  as 
pregnant  with  dangerous  consequences  to  our  West  India 
colonies,  as  exciting  there  the  most  dangerous  expectations 
in  the  minds  of  the  negroes.  He  also  considered  the  pre- 
sent period,  when  our  manufactories  and  commerce  so 
loudly  called  for  every  encouragement,  as  peculiarly  uafit 
for  the  agitation  of  the  present  question.  When  was  the 
export  of  our  manufactures  more  restrained,  or  when  tirat 
it  more  difficult  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  ?  Yet,  la- 
bouring under  such  manifold  difficulties,  we  were  now 
called  upon  to  do  that  which  the  House  had  lately  rejected, 
and  pledge  ourselves  to  the  adoption  of  a  measure,  that 
would  weaken  and  derange  the  whole  of  our  colonial  sys- 
tem, and  would  materially  impair  the  sources  of  our  reve- 
nue and  commerce.  BesiHes,  he  was  not  convinced  that 
this  ctfftntry  could  legislate /or  the  colonics,  or  had  a  right 
to  impose  any  prohibitions  with  regard  to  the  importation 
of  slaves,'  more  than  they  were  entitled  to- impose  taxes  oa 
the  colonies.  The  learned  gentleman  who  preceded  him 
bad  applied  every  epithet  of  murder,  rapine,  and  robbery 
4  to 
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to  the  slave  trade,  and  every  kind  of  invective  had  been  fa- 
miliar to  ius  mouth.  But,  in  his  opinion,  slavery  had  been 
sanctioned  by  the  regulations  of  the  wisest  and  most  pious 
legislators.  In  proof  of  litis,  he  quoted  several  verocs  from 
tbe  twenty-fifth  chapter  of  Leviticus,  from  which  he 
contended  that  the  practice  wis  oountenaneed  by  the 
Jewish  Jawgiver.  But  should  the  slave  trade  be  abolished, 
he  contended  that  indemnification  should  be  given  to  those 
who  had  embarked  their  property  in  the  trade  under  the 
fiuth  of  legislative  sanction,  and  Unit,  unless  this  were  done, 
the  House  would  be' guilty  of  similar  injustice  to  that 
which  it  reprobated  in  the  trade  itself.  The  general  pros- 
perity of  the.  country  depended  greatly  on  that  of  the  co- 
lonist* and  these  could  never  be  cultivated  to  advantage 
but  by  means  of  negroes.  This  being  the  case,  their  im- 
portation .could,  never  be  effectually  restrained  by  any  le- 
gislative interference  of  this  country.  He  objected  ako  to 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  of  it*  pledging  the  House  to 
an  indefinite  mea&ie,  which  future  circumstances  might 
prevent  them  from  ever  carrying  info  effect. . 

Mr.  Wilbtrforce  said,  that  with  regard  to  one  part  of  the 
honourable  general's  speech,  lie  was  doubtful  whether  he 
should  not  have  interrupted  him  by  calling  him  to  order., 
But  if  the  honourable  gentleman  could  believe  that  slavery 
wus  sanctioned  by  our  holy  religion,  he  should  only  feel 
disposed  to  pity  his  weakness  and  error,  and  shouU  en- 
deavour to  rectify  his  mistake  in  the  spirit  of  mildness  and 
•cpntiliatien.  It  was  the  glory  of  our  religion,  that  it  not 
only  forbade  all  those  odious  means  by  which  slaves  wove  ■ 
-procured,  but  expressly  prohibited  the  practice  of  man* 
stealing,  and  catted  us  to  act  on  a  principle  of  universal 
philanthropic  and  kind  good-will  to  all  men*  But  he 
should  ever  deprecate  the  introduction  of  such  appeals  to 
sacred  authority  into  that  House,  as  tending  rather  to  ri- 
dicule than  to  any  satisfactory  result.  He  should  have  hoard 
with  pleasure  the  declarations  of  his  noble  friend,  respect* 
ing  the  radical  injustice  of  the  traffic,  had  he  not  at  the 
same  time  seemed  to  oppose  every  method  that  had  bee* 
proposed  for  its  abolition,  and  had  not  his  speech  been  uni*  ' 
fbrmly  applauded  by  those  who  were  friendly  to  the  trade* 
They  wore  perfectly  willing  to  permit  the  trade  to  be  railed 
at,  while,  in  fact,  it  received  their  roost  effectual  support. 
He  Jrimself  had  derived  pleasure  from  the  reflection,  that 
tb&jneasures  he  had  brought  forward  at  different  times  oji 
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this  subject  had  been  supported  bj  almost  all  the  ablest 
men  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  who  had  seldom  agreed  oft 
any  great  measure  of  policy.  If  he  had  erred,  he  had 
erred  with  great  authorities.  But  his  noble  friend,  while 
he  reprobated  the  principle  of  the  slave  trade,  had  obtain* 
ed  the  support  of  those  only  who  were  friends  to  that  traffic. 
The  noble  lord  had  proposed  to  accomplish  the  gradual 
abolition  of  the  trade  by  means  of  duties  on  the  importation 
of  slaves.  But  this  would  only  tend  to  increase  the  price 
of  slayes ;  and  surely  the  co-operation  of  the  colonies, 
which  was  so  little  to  be  expected,  would  in  this  way  be- 
come more  necessary  than  in  any  other  method  that  eotiltf 
be  devised.  It  had  been  said,  indeed,  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  colonies  should  co-operate  in  the 
abolition,  in  order  to  render  it  effectual.  This,  however, 
he  must  deny ;  for  the  importation  of  various  commodities 
into  the  West  India  islands  had  been  prevented  by  legisla- 
tive interference,  and  surely  it  would  not  be  more  difficult 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves,  who,  whatever  they 
might  have  suffered,  still  exhibited  sorrfe  appearance  of  the 
human  form.  No  measures,  he  contended,  were  to  be 
expected  from  the  colonies  even  for  the  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery.  They  had  declared,  that  whatever  steps' 
might  be  taken  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  slave?, 
these  were  in  no  degree  to  be  considered  as  adopted  with  a 
view  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  perpetual  enforcement 
of  which  they  regarded  as  their  birth-right,  of  which  they 
should  never  be  deprived.  Even  this  language  was  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  the  professions  of  others,  who,  white  „ 
they  pretended  to  wish  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  yet  etV 
Actually  impeded  it  by  every  means  in  their  power.  It  had 
been  said  that  there  must  be  something  impracticable  in  the 
measure,  since  from  the  year  1792,  when  it  had  received 
the  sanction  of  Parliament,  nothing  effectual  had  been  done 
for  its  accomplishment.  Parliament  had  at  that  period 
been  actuated  by  an  ardent  ftelin?,  which  had  been  almost 
universal  in  the  country.  But  it  was  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  feelings  of  benevolence  were  too  apt  to  be  evanescent, 
while  interest  was  a  cool  and  calculating  principle  ;  and  the 
feelings  of  interest  had  gradually  overpowered  the  dictates 
of  philanthropy  and  the  compunctions  of  humanity.  He 
should  have  preferred  the  immediate  introduction  of  a  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  ;  but  he  had  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  those  who  thought  that  at  the  present 
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advanced  period  of  the  session  there  was  Utile  .probability 
of  its  receiving  the  concurrence  of  Parliament.  The  far- 
raer  bill  which  had  passed  this  House  had  not  not  been  ne» 
gatived  by  the  Lords,  but  had  been  merely  rejected  on  the 
ground  of  their  not  having  sufficient  time  tor  its  full  discus* 
6 ion.  But  the  present  tesolution  would  hold  out  the  hope, 
that  the  House  was  now  more  desirous  to  fulfil  that  pledge 
which  they  had  long  ago  held  out  to  the  country,  and  there- 
fore it  met  with  his  cordial  approbation  and  concurrence. 
On  the  whole,  he  conjured  the  House  to  recollect,  that  Pro* 
yidence  bad  never  connected  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  any  country  with  injustice ;  and  that*  whatever  appa- 
rent prosperity  the  slave  trade  might  produce,  it  would 
ultimately  be  found  rotten  to  the  core.  There  would  be  no 
need  of  bounties  for  the  encouragement  of  negro  population, 
as  had  been  proposed  by  a  noble  lord,  if  the  domestic  com* 
forts  of  the  slave  were  properly  attended  to ;  and  the  only 
way  of  producing  this  effect  would  be  the  total  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade,  which  would  force  the  planter,  from  a 
sense  of  interest,  to  improve  the  situation  of  the  negro* 
But  as  long  as  the  slave  market  could  be  resorted  to,  so  long 
would  the  system  of  breeding  be  neglected. 

Sir  JFm.,  Young  opposed  the  resolution,  on  the  ground 
that,  by  banging  over  the  heads  of  the  West  India  planters, 
it  would  materially  diminish  the  value  of  their  property,  and 
induce  those  who  had  money  by  way  of  mortgage  on  their 
estates,  to  withdraw  it  altogether.  He  contended  that  the 
importation  of  slav^  had  not  materially  increased  Since  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  in  1792.  He  deprecated  discus* 
sions  of  this  kind,  as  calculated  to  excite  hopes  in  the  ne* 
groea  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  dangerous  to 
realize.  - 

Lord  Jlcnrt/  Petty  was  unwilling  to  detain  the  House  by 
observations  ait  that  late  hour  ;  but,  as  he  had  not  hitherto 
enjoyed  an  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject  now  before  them,  he  trusted  for  their  indulgence 
while  he  should  now  do  so  in  as  few  words  a$  possible.  He 
conceived  that  there  were  very  few  persons  whodificred  on 
the  abstract  principle  of  the  injustice  of  the  slave  tradc> 
On  this  principle  the  present  resolution  yvas  founded,  and 
should  it  now  receive  the  sanction  of  the  House,  it  would 
be  afterwards  for  them  to  consider  the  practicable  methods. 
of  acjing  upon  it.  In  his  opinio; i,  the  slave  trade  wa$ 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  humanity,  justice,  and  sound 

policy. 


104  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  £cOM* 

policy.  It  commenced  in  the  most  nefarious  practices,  and 
was  the  parent  and  source  of  innumerable  vices,  that  had 
long  desolated  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  conveyance  of 
slaves  from  their  native  land  was  accompanied  with  every 
kind  of  hardship  and  cruelty.  It  had  been  computed  that 
one-half  of  thein  died  on  the  passage,  and  the  waste  of 
British  seamen  was  so  great,  that  one-sixth  perished  in 
•  every  voyage.  The  system  of  hardship  and  oppression 
thus  begun,  was  perfected  in  the  colonies  to  which  they 
were  transported,  and  produced  the  worst  effects,  not  only 
on  the  character  of  the  slaves  themselves,  but  also  on  that  of 
the  planters.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  negroes  were  a  de- 
graded and  inferior  race  of  beings,  yet  we  had  employed 
them  in  our  dock-yards,  and  as  soldiers  in  the  West  Indies, 
to  great  advantage.  He  contended,  that  the  only  reason 
why  the  population  had  not  been  sufficient  to  support  itself, 
was  the  vice  and  misery  which  had  been  the  consequences 
of  their  situation.  The  complete  nullity  of  all  attempts  to 
improve  the  situation  of  the  negroes  by  colonial  legislation 
had  been  proved  by  documents  on  the  table  of  the  House  ; 
and  Parliament  was  now  called  upon  to  advance  straight 
forward  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  most  magnificent 
plan  that  any  legislature  ever  had  it  in  its  power  to  execute. 

Mr.  Rose  objected  to  the  time  at  which  this  resolution 
was  proposed.  He  was  against  an  immediate  abolition,  but 
would  have  concurred  in  any  reasonable  and  gradual  pro- 
yet.  He  had  proposed  that  of  duties  till  they  amounted  to 
a  prohibition ;  but  that  had  not  been  listened  to.  He  had 
differed  from  his  late  right  honourable  friend  on  this  point, 
and  also  on  parliamentary  reform.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  would  now  concur  in  the  resolution  merely 
from  respect  to  his  meritory.  He  had  even  proposed  to 
quit  his  situation,  lest  his  right  honourable  friend's  since- 
rity should  be  questioned  ;  but  had  not  been  allowed.  He 
would  oppose  immediate  abolition,  because  it  led  to  eman- 
cipation ;  and  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  have  that  in  con- 
templation. X 

JiOrd  Iltnrij  Pettj/y  in  explanation,  said,  that  he  never 
had  surh  a  wild  idea  as  that  immediate  emancipation  should 
take  place,  but  that  the  slaves  should  be  frcQ  after  having 
gone  through  the  same  situations  as  the  vassals  here,  and 
been  (idtrtpli-gf<l;(r7  he  certainly  had  in  contemplation 
when  he  support^!  the  abolition,  which  he  considered  as 
the  first  step  to  attain  so  desirable  an  object. 

Mrf 
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Mr.  Barham  observed,  that  if  we  did  abolish  this  abomi- 
nable trade,  we  should  one  and  all  declare  that  we  would 
contribute  towards  rendering  compensation  to  the  parties 
injured.  The  idea  of  there  being  any  difficulty  in  this 
smuggling  of  negroes,  he  conceived  to  be  one  of  the  most 
absurd  that  could  be  entertained  in  the  mind  of  any  ra- 
tional mans  If  we  were  to  lay  out  almost  the  whole  navy  of  l 
England  for  that  purpose,  we  would  still  find  that  cargoes 
of  slaves  would  be  landed,  in  spite  of  our  most  vigilant 
exertions  to  prevent  such  a  practice.  He  was  convinced 
that  nothing  could  be  more  desirable  than  the  emancipation 
of  the  negroes,  when  it  could  with  safety  be  effected,  but 
at  present  he  was  equally  well  assured  that  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  bring  their  minds  to  bear  the  change  ; 
however,  in  process  of  time,  it  might  probably  be  brought 
about. 

Sir  John  Newport  declared,  in  the  most  unequivocal 
terms,  that  he  would  venture  to  assure  the  House,  and  he 
believed  without  the  hazard  of  a  single  contradiction,  that 
every  city,  town,  or  other  district,  within  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent, 
was  unanimous  in  the  detestation  of  this  trade,  which  was 
carried  on  by  fraud,  oppression,  and  by  blood.  If  a  duty 
was  to  be  laid  on  a  limited  number,  it  would  be  more  liable 
to  smuggling  than  if  there  existed  a  downright  prohibition 
of  the  trade ;  for  a  ship  might  hover  about  a  port,  and  say, 
if  she  was  seer,  that  she  intended  to  pay,  whereas,  if  the 
traffic  was  prohibited,  above  a  certain  number  would  make 
the  ship  and  cargo  liable  to  confiscation. 

Mr.  Canning  expressed  some  surprize  at  the  question  not 
having  been  brought  on  as  soon  as  the  present  ministers 
came  into  office,  as  it  was  impossible,  in  the  history  of 
Parliament,  to  find  a  period  that  for  such  a  length  of  time 
there  was  so  little  business  done  as  within  these  few  months 
past. 

Mr.  TV.  Smith  expressed  his  decided  opinion  that  eman- 
cipation never  was  intended  by  the  abolitionists.  From  an 
official  document  he  proved  that  no  attention  was  paid  to 
the  morals  of  the  slaves  ;  and  the  .trade  was  now  got  into 
such  general  disrepute,that  he  believed  that  there  were  some 
of  the  most  respectable  merchants  in  Liverpool  itself,  that 
were  as  anxious  that  the  stain  of  trading  in  our  fellow-men 
should  be  washed  out  of  the  character  of  Liverpool,  as  any 
gentleman  in  that.  House  could  Ik*,  that  such  a  reflection 
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should  no  longer  be  suffered  to  exist  upon  the  character  of 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Windham  assured  the  House,  that  at  present  he 
wished  nothing  more  than  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade ; 
when  a  proper  period,  however,  should  arrive,  and  that 
the  concurrence  of  other  powers  should  be  obtained,  he 
Would  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  slavery  itself  o«ght  not  to 
be  suffered  to  remain  among  the  institutions  of  any  civilised 
state. 

Mr.  Fox  explained  some  points  which  an  honourable 
general  (Tarleton)  opposite  had  mistaken.  In  this  session, 
lie  might  be  allowed  to  add,  he  would  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  assent  of  the  Lords  to  the  proposition  which  he  had 
stated.  The  pure  dictates  of  Christianity,  which  had 
already  contributed  more  than  any  thing  else  towards  the 
abolition,  might  afterwards  lead  to  a  grand  and  prudent 
emancipation.  The  trade  at  least  was  such  as  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice  would  induce  us  to  abolish,  whatever  might 
be  the  inconvenience  to  which  it  would  subject  us.  The 
concurrence  of  America  was  certain,  if  not  immediate,  and 
no  other  power  was  so  well  situated  for  the  carrying  on  of 
this  nefarious  traffic,  if  even  they  were  inclined  to  take  it 
lip  after  we  had  abolished  it. 

The  question  was- then  put,  and  the  numbers  were — 
For  the  motion        *        1 14 
Against  it        -        «  15 

Majority  -         99 

On  re-entering  the  gallery,  after  it  had  been  cleared  as 
Usual  for  the  division,  we  found  Mr.  Fox  moving,  That  a 
conference  be  desired  with  the  Lords  on  a  subject  that  is 
particularly  connected  with  the  honour  and  humanity  of 
the  nation.     Cnrried  nem.  con. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  or- 
dered to  meet  their  lordships  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  after  a  few  prefatory  observations, 
moved,  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, beseeching  him  that  he  may  be  graciously  pleased  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  to  him  may  seem  meet,  to  induce 
America  and  the  powers  of  Europe  to  unite  with  this  coun- 
try in  a  resolution  to  abolish  the  trade  in  slaves. 

This  was  carried  unanimously. 
.  The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and 
the  House  adjourned  at  half  after  one. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

WEDNESDAY,   JUKE  11. 

Their  lordships  proceeded  further  in  the  Appeal  "  Sey- 
mour t.  the  Earl  of  Eustoa  and  Lord  Henry  Seymour." 
Mr.  Perceval  was  heard  on  the  part  of  the  respondents, 
after  which  the  further  consideration  of  the  appeal  wan 
postponed  till  Friday. 

The  Earl  of  Elgin  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Larl  Stanhope  rose  to  address  the  hou*e  with  respect  ia 
(be  form  of  proceeding  the  next  day  in  Westminster  Hall. 

Strangers  were  excluded,  and  the  discussion  continued 
for  near  two  hours. 

%  ARMY. 

On  our  re-admission  we  found  Lord  Hawkesbury  ad* 
dressing  the  house  on  the  subject  of  limited  service.  His  - 
lordship  adverted  to  the  opinions  which  bad  been  given  by 
several  general  officers  on  the  subject  of  enlisting  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  which,  He  said,  had  been  called  for  in  conse- 
quence of  an  opinion  entertained  by  members  of  the  late 
and  preceding  administrations  that  such  an  alteration  in 
the  mode  of  enlistment  would  be  productive  of  benefit  to 
(he  army.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  tenor  of  the  opi- 
nions which  were  given  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Com- 
mander  in  Chief  on  being  then  called  for,  the  idea  of  pro- 
posing enlistment  for  a  term  of  years  was  abandoned. 
The  present  administration  had,  without  any  additional 
grounds  whereon  to  found  an  opinion,  adopted  a  contrary 
sentiment,  and  he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should  be  in 
possession  of  those  opinions  of  military  officers  to  which  he 
alluded,  in*  order  that  noble  lords  might  clearly  see  the 
grounds  on  which  the  late  administration  had  formed  a 
deliberate  opinion  entirely  inimical  to  enlisting  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  those  on  which  the  bill  before  the  house  must 
rest.  He  saw  no  good  ground  of  objection  to  the  produc- 
tion of  these  papers  :  hut  if  there  was  any  to  laying  them 
before  the  House  in  detail,  he  believed  there  was  an  abstract 
of  the  opinions  and  statements  contained  in  them  in  the  of- 
fice of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander  in  Chief,  which 
might  be  considered  an  official  paper,  and  which  Tvould 
auswer  the  desired  purpose.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moving  for  an  humble  address  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  * 
copies  of  the  opinions  allnded  to  might  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

The  Earl  of  Mobra  considered  the  production  of  the 
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opinions  alluded  to  as  unnecessary  and  improper.  He 
had,  amongst  other  officers,  been  called  upon  for  his  opi- 
nion, in  a  letter  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief,  which  was  marked  confidential,  and  to  which 
he  gave  an  answer,  containing  his  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  which  he  had  not  the  most  distant  supposition 
was  ever  to  be  laid  before  parliament.  The  same  idea 
might  probably  influence  most  of  the  officers  who  gave 
their  opinions  ;  and  who,  not  conceiving  that  their  senti- 
ments, thus  confidentially  given,  were  ever  to  be  made  pub- 
lic, might  give  their  opinions  in  a  diffuse  and  prolix  style, 
or  in  a  manner  ycry  different  to  that  which  they  would  have 
done,  had  they  conceived  that  their  letters  were  to  be  laid 
before  parliament  ;  he  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  in- 
delicate to  drag  forward  opinions,  thus  privately  and  con- 
fidentially given,  before  a  public  assembly,  and  where  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  officers  who  had  pronounced  such 
opinions  would  have  no  opportunity  of  explaining  their 
sentiments.  Most  of  these  opinions  also  were  those  of  mi- 
litary men,  and  "not  of  statesmen  ;  they  related  to  the 
effect  on  the  interior  discipline  of  regiments,  which  the 
measure  proposed  in  the  bill  before  the  Hbuse  might  pro- 
duce, rather  than  to  those  enlarged  views  upon  the  sub- 
i'ect  which  must  necessarily  be  entertained  in  that  House. 
Ie  could  not,  therefore,  perceive  any  good  that  could  be 
produced,  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord, 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  he  deprecated  any  attempt  to  in- 
fluence their  lordships'  minds  by  the  opinions  of  others  ; 
above  all,  he  protested  against  the  idea  started  by  the 
noble  lord,  of  laying  upon  the  table  a  paper  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  in  order  to  influence  flieir  lordships*  opi- 
nions. However  high  the  respect  he  entertained  for  that 
illustrious  personage,  lie  must  protest  against  any  motion 
of  that  description. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  contended,  that  the  papers 
moved  for  by  his  noble  friend  ought  to  be  produced,  in 
order  that  many  noble  lords  who  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  question  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  come  before  the  late  ministers,  might  see  distinctly 
the  grounds  on  which  they  had  acted,  in  abandoning  that 
measure,  which  was  now  brought  forward  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's present  ministers.  He  thought  also  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  officers  who  had  been  called  upon  having  been 
given  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  the  Comman- 
der 
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der  in  Chief,  might  fairly  be  laid  before  parliament  without 
the  slightest  indelicacy  towards  these  officers. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said  a  few  words  in  favour  of 
enlisting  for  a  term  of  years. 

Lord  Mulgrtrve  thought  a  different  interpretation  ought 
to  be  put  upon  the  word  confidential  to  that  given  by  the 
noble  earl  (Moira).  From  the  letters  being  marked  confi- 
dential, he  should  have  conceived  that  it  was  only  intended 
that  the  officers  receiving  them  were  not  to  mention  the 
subject  to  others,  or  make  it  a  matter  of  general  conver- 
sation, but  not  that  they  were  to  call  upon  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  keep  their  opinions  secret  after  they  had  deli- 
vered them.  He,  as  one  of  the  officers  called  upon,  had 
given  an  opinion  favourable  to  enlistment  for  a  term  of 
years,  but,  at  the  same  time,  an  opinion  to  which  the  mea- 
sure now  before  the  House  had  scarcely  any  similarity. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  reason  given  by  the  noble  carl 
why  the  papers  ought  not  to  be  produced  was  the  very 
reason  why  they  ought,  namely,  that  in  general  they  were 
only  the  opinions  of  military  officers,  and  not  those  of 
statesmen.  The  House  "was  too  enlightened  to  require  opi- 
nions from  others  as  to  general  measures  of  legislation  ;  but 
on  a  subject  like  the  present  they  wanted  military  informa- 
tion, and  that  would  be  afforded  by  the  production  of  these 
papers. 

Lord  Grenrille  conceived  that  the  question  had  been 
much  mistated  by  the  noble  lords  who  spoke  of  those  mili- 
tary opinions  as  information  which  ought  to  be  laid  before. 
the  House.  As  to  information,  generally  speaking,  it 
meant  a  communication  of  evidence  and  of  fact,  and  not 
merely  the  opinions  of  other  men.  It  would  be  an  unpre- 
cedented thing  for  the  House  to  acquire  argumentative  opi- 
nions of  those  who  were  not  members,  in  order  to  influence 
their  determination.  It  was  the  duty  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  collect  all  the  information  they  could  derive  from 
every  source,  before  they  brought  fonvard  the  measures 
they  were  to  propose ;  and  when  those  measures  were 
brought  forward,  it  was  their  duty  to  support  them  by 
their  own  arguments,  and  not  by  the  authority  of  other 
person*,  or  the  influenc?  of  the  names  of  men  who  were  not 
members.  If  such  a  coarse  could  be  permitted  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  a  similar  practice  might  prevail  on  almost 
every  olher  occasion,  and  the  House  would  have  nothing 
else  to  do  but  to  listen  to  the  argumentative  opinions  of 
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other  people.  He  conceived  also,  that  it  must  be  most  dis- 
agreeable to  the  military  officers  themselves,  to  have  a  writ- 
ten opinion  of  .theirs  argued  in  a  deliberative  assembly , 
"where  they  had  no  opportunity  of  explaining  the  principles 
upon  which  it  was  founded ;  and  he  thought  the  general 
officers,  who  had  given  those  opinions,  -were  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  constitution  of  the  country,  to  suppose 
thai  their  opinions  had  been  demanded  for  the  purpose-of 
giving  (o  parliament  their  ideas  about  the  internal  and  po- 
litical state  of  the  country  at  the  present  crisis. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  mutiny  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Friday. 

The  order  for  taking  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
of  Mr.  Justice  Fox  was  postponed  till  the  next  day 
se'nnight. 

Lord  Eldon  presented  a  petition  from  William  Watson, 
Esq.  the  serjeant  at  arms,  stating  the  inadequacy  of  the 
emoluments  attached  to  the  office,  which  were  unequal  to 
the  expenditure  necessary  in  executing  its  duties,  and  pray- 
ing for  such  relief  as  the  House  should  think  fit.  His 
lordship  supported  the  object  of  the  petition,  and  was  se* 
conded  by  Earl  Spencer.  The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee  on  Monday. 

An  undefended  appeal  having  been  heard  and  decided 
upon, 

Lord  Eldon  took  the  opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that 
he  should,  next  session,  bring  forward  some  measure  re- 
specting costs  in  appeals,  as  at  present  the  House  conld  not 
award  more  than  200/,  although  the  expenccs  might  ac- 
tually amount  to  7  or  800/.  It  then  became  an  object  with 
some  persons  to  appeal  to  thatHouse,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  time,  in  cases  where  the  interest  of  the 
of  the  money  in  the  mean  time,  before  the  appeal  could  be 
heard,  rendered  the  costs  to  be  ultimately  paid  a  matter  of 
little  consequence. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  it  was  a  great  abuse,  and 
ought  to  be  remedied.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  11. 

Sir  Theopbilus  Metcalfe  obtained  leave  to  bring  irt  a 
lull  for  incorporating  the  Globe  Insurance  CoropanjT. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Robert  Thornton  presented  a  petition  from  the  cur- 
riers and  dealers  in  leather,  of  Colchester,  against  the  flay- 
ing" bill. 

Mr.  Douglas  presented  a  petition  from  the  tanners,  har- 
ness-makers, and  dealers  in  leather,  of  Birmingham,  with 
the  same  object.  Both  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
aniend  so  much  of  an  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  port  of 
London,  as  related  to  the  compensations  to  be  granted  in 
certain  cases. 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
raw  and  thrown  silk  exported  and  imported  to  and  from 
Great  Britain,  for  twenty  years,  ending  with  1806.  Also 
for  an  account  of  the  value  of  manufactured  silk  goods  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain  for  the  last  twenty  years,  speci- 
fying the  particular  counties  from  which  such  exports  were 
made.  Also  for  a  copy  of  the  agreement  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury  with  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  under  an 
act  of  the  43d  of  the  King.  And  lastly,  for  a  committee 
to  sit  the  next  day  to  consider  what  should  be  the  rates  of 
postage  from  this  country  to  Malta  and  Gibraltar.  These 
motionswere  agreed to,and  thesiik  accounts  were  presented. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed.  The 
agreement  was  also  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Hou*e  the  next  day. 

LORD    MELVILLE, 

A  message  from  the  Lords  announced  that  their  lordships 
had  resolved  to  proceed  further  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville the  next  day,  at  ten  of  the  o'clock,  in  Westminster- 
hall,  and  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  Irish  stamp-duty 
bill.  The  Speaker  mentioned,  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
message,  he  would  take  the  chair  the  next  morning  tit  ten 
o'clock,  and  that  the  names  of  the.  managers  and  members 
would  be  called  over  at  half  past  ten  as  u>ual. 

The  customs'  fees  bill  was  read  a  seamd  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  the  next  clay. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  general  assessed  tax  act.  The  resolution  relative  Jo 
the  exempt  ions  were  read  and  agrml  to,  and  iho>e  who  were 
appointetl  to  bring  in  the  assessed  tax  bill  were  ordered  to 
juake  provision  accordingly. 

Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  that  he  would  th.*  ne*t  day  move 
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for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  the 
slave  trade  in  any  ships  except  those  that  had  already  been 
engaged  for  that  purpose  for  the  present  season. 

WEST   INDIA    AUDITORS. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
House  resolving  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  West  India 
auditors  bill. 

Mr.  Rose  wished,  that,  considering  the  state  of  ignorance 
in  which  the  House  was  on  this  subject,  the  noble  lord  would 
allow  at  least  twenty-four  hours  to  examine  into  it.  With 
a  view  to  induce  him  to  do  this,  he  entered  at  some  length 
into  what  had  been  done  before,  for  correcting  the  West 
India  abuses,  and  into  the  merits  of  this  bill.  He  stated, 
that  in  1797  he  himself  had  corresponded  with  the  West 
India  commissioners  of  the  customs,  respecting  the  abuses 
committed  in  the  West  Indies,  and  that  the  consequence 
was,  that  the  commissary-general  was  superseded ;  that  the 
commissioners  were  ordered  to  make  inquiries  into  the 
abuses,  and  to  report  to  the  treasury ;  that  the  auditors 
had  been  applied  to,  in  order  to  learn  whether  any  increase 
of  their  establishment  would  enable  them  to  bring  up  these 
accounts ;  that  the  auditors  had  answered,  that  this  busi- 
ness would  require  sixteen  additional  clerks,  and  four  addi- 
tional inspectors,  and  that  these  must  go  through  a  gradual 
course  of  instruction ;  that  the  treasury  had  taken  this  an- 
swer into  consideration  the  day  on  which  it  was  given  in, 
and  the  consequence  of  all  had  been,  the  act  which  by  the 
present  bill  was  intended  to  be  repealed.  The  noble  lord, 
he  said,  had  come  down  to  the  House,  out  of  breath, 
mentioned  that  monstrous  abuses  had  been  discovered,  and 
given  notice  that  lie  would,  in  a  short  time,  state  to  the 
House  what  would  astonish  them,  but  that  he  would  do 
something  that  would  quiet  their  apprehensions,  and  the 
consequence  was  this  bill.  Now,  a  bolder  attempt,  merely 
to  gain  patronage,  without  the  smallest  prospect  of  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  never  was  exhibited  in  this  world.  One 
great  object  of  the  noble  lord  appeared  to  be  to  discredit  the 
late  administration,  and  to  praise  himself.  Commissioners 
had  already  been  appointed  for  the  professed  object  of  this 
{)ill,  and  the  bill  did,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  had  been 
done  by  the  former  one.  In  order  to  prove  this,  he  com- 
mented on  the  different  clauses  of  the  present  bill.  It  ap» 
pointed  nineteen  commissioners,  including  those  which  had 

been 
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been  before  appointed,  out  of  which  nine  were  new  appoint-* 
meats,  with  an  expence  of  1,500/.  a  year.  It  placed  the 
power  of  appointing  these  .commissioners  in  the  treasury, 
a  thing  that  bad  never  been  done  in  any  act  since  the  Revo- 
lution. Excepting  these  additional  commissioners,  the  ad- 
ditional expence  and  the  unprecedented  patronage  for  the 
treasury,  the  bill  did  nothing  more  than  thQ  former  bill. 
The  whole  professed  object  might  be  answered  without  any 
additional  expence,  and  therefore  the  bill  appeared  to  be 
nothing  else  than  a  piece  of  management  to  fix  the  charac- 
ter of  negligence  and  inattention  on  the  late  government, 
and  to  increase  the  popularity  and  patronage  of  the  present. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours 
Would  De  granted. 

Lard  Henry  Petty  thought  it  remarkable,  that  after  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated  the  ignorance  of  the 
House  on  this  subject,  he  .had  gone  into  a  full  discussion 
on  the  point,  and  availed  himself  of  that  ignorance  in  or- 
der fo  favour  his  own  views.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
delay,  but  he  would  prove  that  the  object  wras  not  to  pro- 
cure patronage  from  the  treasury,  although  this  was  a 
strange  objection  from  the  ligjit  honourable  gentleman* 
He  would  prove  that  a  more  useful  measure,  both  generally 
and  in  detail,  had  never  been  submitted  to  the  House  on 
this  subject.  As  to  the  statement  respecting  his  conduct  in 
proposing  the  measure,  be  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while 
to  give  any  detailed  answer.  He  could  only  assure  the 
House  that  he  had  not  been  out  of  breath,  and  that  he  had 
given  no  such  notice  of  something  to  astonish  the  House, 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated,  and  for  the 
truth  of  this  he  appealed  to  the  recollection  of  the  House. 
As  to  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners,  the  right  horn 
gentleman  had  stated  that  an  additional  nine  had  been  per- 
manently appointed,  whereas  the  appointment  was  only 
temporary,  and  particularly  applicable  to  thecircumstances 
of  the  case,  as  the  accounts  were,  from  neglect,  in  such  a 
situation,  that  nothing  but  such  a  measure  as  this  could 
bring  them  into  the  condition  in  which  they  ought  to  be. 
He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  House  should  the  next 
day  go  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rose  asked  when  the  noble  lord  intended  to  bring 

forward  his  general  plan  for  auditing  the  public  accounts, 

as  be  would  then  prove  to  the  House  that  there  was  no  foun- 

Vol.  III.  1805-6.  Q  dado* 


114      -  THE   PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [COM. 

dafion  for  the  charges  of  negligence  that  had  been  brought 
against  the  late  administration  ? 

Lord  Henry  Petty  was  happy  to  announce,  that  he  should 
be  enabled  to  lay  it  before  the  House  in  a  few  days. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  bill  should  be  committed  the 
next  day. 

Mr.  Rose  gave  notice  that  he  would  then  move  for  cer- 
tain papers  relative  to  the  public  accounts. 

MARQUIS  WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Panll  moved  (hat  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  S9d 
of  April  last,  relative  to  Indian  papers,  should  be  obeyed 
forthwith.  This  was  agreed  to.  He  then  moved  that  the 
correspondence  of  the  governor-general  and  his  secretary, 
with.  Major  Ouseley,  aid-de-camp  to  the  nabob  vizier, 
faring  the  year  1802,  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  no  objection,  on  the  part  of 
Marquis  Wellesley ,  out,  as  it  involved  the  character  of 
Mr.  T reeves,  an  honourable  gentleman  who  was  absent,  he 
submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  give  a  notice  at 
present,  and  leave  the  board  of  controul  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  correspondence  ought  to  be  produced. 

Mr.  Pauil  said  that  he  did  not  move  for  these  papers 
with  any  view  to  the  character  of  the  gentleman  alluded  to; 
but  they  were  svery  important  with  respect  to  the  Oude 
charge,  as  "they  would  prove  that  Major  Ouseley  had  been 
threatened  with  disgraceful  expulsion,  except  he  made 
£offle  communication  which  had  been  required  of  him. 

Mr.  WelkslcpPok  trusted  that  the  House  would  observe, 
that  there  was  no  objection  to  the  production  of  this  corres- 
pondence, on  the  part  of  Marquis  Wellesley.  They  only 
meant  to  enter  their  protest  against  any  attack  on  the  cha- 
racter of  an  individual  who  had  no  opportunity  of  defend- 
ing himself. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Paull,  Mr.  Creevey,  and 
.Sir  Arthur  WeUesley,  a  notice  of  the  motion  was  given  for 
the  next  day. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  gave  notice  that  he  would,  the  next 
vday,  move  for  six  inclosures  in  a  letter  from  the  Governor- 
general  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the  28th  of  March,  1803. 

CHELSEA   BILL. 

# 

Mr.  Windham  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Chelsea 

bill. 

Mr. 
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Mr*  Hushisson  observed  lhat  his  objections  to  this  mea- 
sure had  received  strength  from  a  more  mature  considera- 
tion of  them.  He  still  maintained  that  Parliament  ought 
not  to  bind  itself  to  pay  any  money  without  an  estimate, 
and  he  also  thought  that  the  plan  was  derogatory  to  the 
Crown,  as  the  object  might  have  been  attained  by  its  power 
without  this  application  to  Parliament.  He  then  objected 
to  the  plan  of  limited  service,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Parliament  to  disband 
any  part  of  the  army  without  continuing  their  pay,'  and 
might  spread  a  number  of  veterans  over  the  country,  which, 
like  those  of  Sylla,  Marius,  and  Octavius  Caesar,*  might  * 
be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Windham  was  rising,  when 

General  Tarleton  said,  that  such  an  important  measure 
ongbt  not  to  be  discussed  in  so  thin  a  House,  and  moved 
the  standing  order,  that  the  House  be  counted.  Strangers 
were  then  ordered  to  withdraw.  It  appeared,  however,  lhat 
there  was  a  House. 

When  the  gallery  was  re-opened,  Mr.  Windham  was  on 
his  legs.  He  entered  into  a  general  history  of  the  debates 
that  have  taken  place  on  the  subject  ofhis  military  system, 
and  observed  that  the  arguments  which  were  atone  time  ad- 
vanced by  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  were,  so 
completely  at  variance  with  those  adopted  by  the  same 
honourable  gentleman  at  another,  that  the  one  set  of  argu- 
ments might  very  fairly  serve  for  an  answer  to  the  other. 
However  he  should  endeavour  to  satisfy  the  honourable 
gentleman  as  to  each  distinct  point  of  objection,  without 
any  consideration  of  it  in  a  relative  view  with  respect  to 
the  objections  which  were  at  other  times  started.     The  ar- 

fument  as  to  what  was  called  the  invasion  of  the  right  of 
arliaroent  seemed  now  to  be  principally  dwelt  upon.  But 
he  would  beg  gentlemen  to  consider  for  a  moment,  first,' 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  confidence  generally  placed  in 
the  crown  ;  then,  what  sort  of  confidence  that  was  which 
was  acted  on  with  respect  to  the  army  in  particular  at  other 
times.  By  comparison,  these  gentlemen  would  see  how  fyr 
the  principle  ot  the  present  bill  was  at  variance  with,  or 
agreeable  to,  those  general  principles  which  have  been  uni- 
formly acted  on  by  Parliament.  In  all  treaties,  but  most 
particularly  in  commercial  treaties,  is  there  not  a  degree  of 
confidence  reposecj  in  the  Crown  ?  But,  more  especially,  do 
we  see  the  existence  of  that  confidence  in  any  transaction 

Q  2  relative 
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relative  to  the  army  ?     Is  not  the  soldier  first  engaged  by 
the  Crown,  and  is  not  that  engagement  afterwards  sanction- 
ed by  Parliament  ?  Are  not  the  terms  now  agreed  on  for  life 
and  yet  does  not  Parliament  annually  deliberate  whether 
they  shall  approve  of  that  engagement  or  not  ?  And  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  Parliament  has  the  power  of  refusing 
to  grant  the  pay  to  the  soldier,  or  where  is  the  use  of  an  an- 
nual mutiny  bill  ?  In  the  i  iterimthe  solJier  has  to  rely  on 
Parliament  for  his  pay ;  the  same  principle  will  still  be  to 
be  acted  on.   Then  as  to  the  argument,  that  by  the  periodi- 
.  cal  discharge  of  men,  the  country  would  be  overloaded 
with  these  dangerous  set  of  veterans,  at  a  time  when  every 
statesman  acknowledges  the  necessity  of  adding  to  the  mili- 
tary strength  of  the  nation,  will  any  man  seriously  declare 
that  it  would  be  wrong  to  have  such  a  corps-de-reserve  to 
call  upon  in  ense  of  any  sudden  emergency  ?  Are  not  the 
volunteers  a  military  body  ;  nay,  are  they  not  military  with 
arms  in  their  hands  ?  and  yet,  danger  is  said  to  be  appre- 
hended from  these  unarmed  men  who  shall  have  obtained 
their  discharge  from  the  army,  and  return  to  the  avocations 
of  civil  life!  Where,  lie  would  ask,  was  the  consistency  in 
these  modes  of  reasoning  ?  It  was  said,  however,  that  we 
could  itot  disband  a  regiment  in  time  of  peace  because  the 
terms  had  been  agreed  on,  and  that,  if  we  discharged  a  sol- 
dier,  we  would  rob  him  of  the  benefit  to  which  he  would 
have  otherwise  been  entitled  at  the  expiration  of  his  seven 
years,  and  so  forth.     Gentlemen  need  only  to  look  at  the 
specific  term  of  the  oath,  where  it  is  expressly  stated  that 
a  man  engages  to  serve  so  long  «  in  case  the  Kins:  shall 
hate  occasion  for  his  setxkes."  Then,  surely,  there  cannot 
be  any  breach  of  contract,  nor  can  we  be  said  to  havefceted 
ungenerously  by  a  man  when  we  shall  have  told  him  that 
the  King  hns  no  longer  any  occasion  for  his  services  ;  when 
at  the  same  time  the  man  knows  that  he  has  sworn  to  conti- 
nue in  the  service  with  that  precise  condition  that  the  Kin* 
shall  so  long  have  occasion  for  his  services.     If  this  was 
wrong*  he  would  ask  again,  what  would  become  of  the  an, 
nual  mutiny  bill  ? 

Mr.  Huskisson  explained. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  and  Lord  Castlcreagh  requested  that 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  would  consent  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  question  till  the  next  dav,  on  the  ground 
that  several  gentlemen,  who  were  not  then  in  the  House. 

wishcq 
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wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of  delivering  their  sentiments 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham,  however,  did  not  see  any  ne- 
cessity for  farther  detay  in  the  progress  of  a  bill  which  had 
already  received  most  ample  discussion. 

General  Tarleton  then  moved  that  the  House  be  counted. 

Stringers  were  accordingly  excluded.  Only  thirty-five 
members  being  then  in  the  House,  an  adjournment  took 
place  of  course. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,  june  12. 

Their  lordships  proceeded  in  the  usual  form  to  West- 
minster-hall, previous  to  which  Lord  Hood  of  Catherington 
was  introduced,  and  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

They  returned  about  four,  when  the  House  came  to  a  re- 
solution, that  this  House,  having  taken  into  consideration 
the  articles  of  impeachment  against  Henrv  Lord  Viscount 
Melville,  do  acquit  the  said  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville 
thereof,  and  he  is  hereby  acquitted  of  all  the  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanours  on  the  articles  of  charge  exhibited 
against  him  by  theCommons,  and  of  all  matters  and  things 
therein  contained,  and  this  House  do  hereby  dismiss  the 
said  impeachment. 

An  order,  usual  on  such  occasions,  was  made  relative  to 
the  publication  of  the  trial,  and  after  transacting  some  pri- 
vate business  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   JUNE  12. 

A  good  deal  of  routine  business  was  gone  through.  Among 
others,  the  additional  assessed  taxes  bill  was  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

In  a  commit  fee,  certain  rates  were  fixed,  as  the  postage  of 
Jettons  between  Falmouth  and  Gibraltar  and  Malta. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot's  creditors' 
bill,  and  the  committee  on  the  grain  interchange  bill,  were 
postponed  till  Monday* 

In  a  committee  on  the  foreign  linen  drawback  bill,  Mr. 
Foster  proposed  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  25th  December 
next,  for  which  Lord  Henry  Petty  proposed  to  substitute 
the  words  25th  March,  JS06. 

Cn 
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On  this  the  gallery  was  cleared. 
v  A  division  took  place  in  the  committee,  and  the  report 
ordered  for  the  next  day. 

UNAUI)ITBI>   ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Rose  moved  for  the  production  of  some  unaudited 
accounts  in  the  department  or  thcSecretarv  at  War,  namely, 
those  of  a  gentleman  named  Lukin,  a  relation  of  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, and  on  whom  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  while 
Secretary  at  War,  had  conferred  an  employment  in  the  de- 
partment relating  to' foreign  troops;  and  also  for  the  un- 
audited accounts  of  Mr.  Wickham,  while  attendant  on  the 
armies  of  our  allies  on  the  continent,  during  the  last  war. 
Mr.  Rose,  in  moving  for  these  papers,  made  some  allusions 
to  the  oddity  of  the  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Lukbi>  who 
was  the  relation  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department,  should  have  his  accounts  au- 
dited and  settled  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  instead  of  being 
referred  to  the  auditors  of  public  accounts;  and  with  re* 
•pect  to  Mr.  Wickham,  he  observed,  that  it  was  pretty 
extraordinary  that  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
acted  as  commissary  on  the  continent  during  the  last  war, 
and  whose  accounts,  to  a  very  large  amount,  were  yet  un- 
settled, should  he  one  of  the  loudest  in  cheering  the  propo- 
sition of  the  noble  lord  opposite  to  him,  for  establishing  his 
new  commission  of  audit,  on  the  day  he  brought  it  forward; 
and,  as  so  much  pains  had  been  taken  by  his  Majesty *s  pre- 
sent ministers  to  cast  an  odium  on  the  conduct  of  their  pre- 
decessors, and  to  charge  tbem  with  criminal  neglect,  for 
suffering  such  an  accumulation  of  unaudited  accounts  to 
grow  under  their  authority,  he  thought  it  right  the  House 
should  see  that  all  this  accumulation  had  not  been  Mholly 
imputable  to  those  ministers  who  arc  now  out  of  office;  but 
that  riff  hi  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  so  strenuous  in 
impeaching  the  neglect  of  others,  had  themselves  incurred 
no  inconsiderable  share  of  the  blame,  if  any  was  fairly  im- 
putable. 

Lord  II wry  Peitj/  asked  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  moved  for  those  accounts  with  any  view  to  found 
charges  for  the  inculpation  of  the  gentlemen  he  had  men- 
tioned ? 

Mr.  Rose  said,  certainly  not.  He  meant  no  charge  nor 
insinuation  against  the  gentlemen  ;  nor  had  he  any  doubt 
that  their  accounts,  when  produced,  would  be  perfectly 
fair  and  correct.     He  moved  for  the  papers  on  public 

5  grounds, 
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grounds,  because  he  thought  they  would  be  found  to  con- 
tain information  necessary  for  the  House,  and  to  which,  as 
a  member,  he  had  a  right.  He  could  assure  (he  noble  lord, 
that  if  ever  he  should  contemplate  a  charge  against  any 
man,  or  any  member  of  administration,  while  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  he  should  bring  it  forward 
openly,  candidly,  manfully,  and  directly,  and  not  insi- 
diously, or  by  a  side-wind. 

Mr.  Windham,  with  much  animation,  observed,  that 
notwithstanding  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  specious 
professions  of  candour  and  manliness,  hehad,  on  many  occa- 
sions, endeavoured  to  let  loose  unwarrantable  insinuations; 
and  that,  upon  this  occasion  in  particular,  he  had  by  a 
side-wind,  and  under  the  pretence  of  moving  upon  public 
grounds  for  public  documents,  offered  an  insinuation  of  the 
lowest  class  of  description,  and  such  as  ought  to  awaken 
only  the  lowest  class  of  feelings.     It  was  true,  one  of  the 
genllemen  he  had  so  pointedly  alluded  to  was  his  relation, 
and  that  he  obtained  for  him  the  post  alledgcd.    In  this  he 
did  not  conceive  himself  to  have  departed  from  the  con- 
slant  usage  of  office ;  for  if  men,  in  coming  into  office,  had 
relations,  friends,  or  connections,  as  competent  to  subordi- 
nate employments  as  perfect  strangers  could  be,  he  not  onlj 
thought  it  admissible,  but  perfectly  right,  and,  in  some 
measure,  incumbent  on  them  to  provide  tor  persons  of  suck 
a  description.     But  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
presume  to  say,  or  would  lie  venture  even  to  avow  an  insi- 
nuation, that  he  (Mr.  Windham)  had,  on  this  account, 
acted  towards  Mr.  Lukin,  his  relation,  with  any  degree  of 
partiality  or  indulgence  different  from  what  he  should  have 
done  by  any  other  man  ?   He  believed  the  right  honourable 
-gentleman,  with  all  his  candour  and  boldness,  would  not 
venture  such  an  assertion.     He  was  not  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Lukin,  or  the  other  gentleman  who  had 
been  mentioned,  though  he  was  confident  that  he  might 
very  safely  assume  such  a  responsibility,  as  he  was  sure 
their  conduct  and  their  accounts  would  \ye  found  perfectly 
correct.     But  it  so  happened  that  the  circumstances  were 
not,  as  insinuated  by  the  right  honourable  gentlemp.n,  that 
Mr.  Lukin's  accounts  were  settled  while  he  was  in  office; 
it  was  a  considerable  time  after.     Mr.  Lukin's  anxiety  to 
have  his  accounts  settled  in  the  office  with  which  his  busi- 
ness was  transacted,  and  where  he  was  always  told  his  ac- 
counts would  be  settled,  instead  of  being  handed  over  to 

the 
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the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  liable  to  all  the  delays  he 
would  have  there  to  encounter,  was  but  a  very  natural  feel- 
ing; and  on  his  (Mr.  WindhamV)  quitting  office,  Mr. 
Lukia  certainly  did  solicit  hiin  to  use  his  influence  to  have 
the  settlement  of  those  accounts  expedited  ;  but  he  had  de- 
clined all  interference,  and  told  Mr*  Lukin  they  must  take 
their  course  in  the  ordinary  way, 

JV/r.  Wickham  Oho,  on  account  of  some  infirmity  in  his 
leg,  was  allowed  to  speak  sitting)  felt  it  necessary,  after  the 
pointed  allusion  made  to  himself,  to  explain  his  conduct* 
The  official  situation  in  which  he  was  placed  during  the 
continental  war  was  not,  as  stated  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  that  of  a  commissary  :  lie  was  attached  to  the 
army  of  the  Archduke  as  his  Majesty's  plenipotentiary,  and 
was  charged  with  negociations  for  subsidizing  troops.  For 
the  pay  of  those  troops,  he  was  officially  acquainted  that  a 
large  sum  of  money  was  deposited  in  the  bunk  of  Hamburgh, 
upon  which  drafts  were  to  be  given  monthly  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  treaties  which  he  had  formed  for  those  sub- 
sidiary forces,  every  thing  relating  to  pay,  from  the  general 
down  to  the  private,  and  every  thing  respecting  forage  and 
other  contingencies,  were  minutely  stipulated;  and  he  had 
repeatedly  written. home  to  his  government,  urging  the  ne- 
cessity ot  sending  out  able  commissaries,  to  be  constantly 
attached  to  these  foreign  regiments,  and  to  see  that  their 
musters  were  correct,  with  powers  to  draw  upon  the  Ham* 
•burgh  bank.  In  answer  to  which,  his  instructions  were, 
that  the  responsibility  of  drawing  for  money  would  not  he 
vested  in  any  commissary ;  but  that  he  (Mr.  Wickham) 
must  take  (he  superintendance  of  such  issues,  and  after  re- 
ceiving the  necessary  certificates,  signed  by  the  commissa- 
ries, he  must  then,  under  his  own  hand,  empower  the  com- 
missaries to  draw  upon  the  bank,  at  Hamburgh.  This  was 
a  duty  not  of  his  seeking,  but  imposed  upon  him  without 
even  asking  his  assent ;  it  formed  a  very  laborious  increase 
to  the  arduous  dulies  with  which  he  had  been  already 
charged.  He  undertook  it,  however,  cheerfully,  as  he 
would  have  done  one  more  arduous,  for  the  public  service. 
But  he  felt  himself  placed  in  a  predicament  in  which  no 
man  of  honour  or  feeling  in  his  situation  would  wish  to 
stand  ;  not,  as  officially  accredited,  the  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Majesty,  in  a  diplomatic  department,  but  as  a  check  or 
controul  upon  the  acting  commissaries,  and  with  a  share  of 
care  and  responsibility  superadded  to  his  other  avocations. 
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He  had  long  felt  the  most  earnest  solicitude  to  hate  his  ac- 
counts audited.  He  knew  many  other  gentlemen  in  the 
same  predicament,  and  some  who,  after  waiting  a  series  of 
years,  had  been  obliged  to  go  abroad  on  foreign  stations* 
leaving  their  accounts  still  unpassed  :  and  it  was  from  his 
personal  feelings  of  satisfaction,  as  well  as  his  public  sense 
of  the  utility  and  advantages  of  the  system  proposed  by 
the  noble  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  expediting  the 
auditing  of  public  accounts,  that  he  had  been  zealous*  in 
cheering  that  system  in  a  manner  so  peculiarly  unpleasing 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  • 

Mr.  Fox,  after  some  animadversions  on  the  candour, 
manliness,  and  purity,  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  to  him,  begged  io  observe,  that  the  expenditures 
about  which  he  seemed  now  so  solicitous,  and  the  delay  of 
accounting  for  which  had  excited  so  much  of  his  disappro- 
bation, must  have  been  some  yenr?  officially  known  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  If  there  was-  any  thing  inv» 
proper  or  illegal  in  the  manner  of  those  expenditures  being 
accounted  for,  why,  be  would  ask,  had  not  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  in  his  great  anxiety  for  rectitude,  long 
since  moved  for  their  production  ? 

The  papers  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday 
move  for  a  committee  to  inspect  the  lords*  journals,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  in  the'  impeachment  of  Lord  Viscount 
Melville. 
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€>n  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 
Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  felt  such  strong  objections  f0 
the  measure,  that  he  hoped  the  House  would  indulge  hint 
in  allowing  him  to  state  his  opinion,  in  this  late  stage,  a* 
shortly  as  possible.  The  noble  lord  then  inveighed  against 
the  bill,  as  a  measure  originally  objectionable,  from  the 
number  of  utterly  inadmissible  clauses  with  which  it  was 
charged ;  but,  as  now  reduced  to  a  skeleton  by  the  expung* 
ing  of  those  clauses,  it  contained  no  one  feature  of  any  fun- 
damental principle,  for  improving  the  situation  of  the  sol- 
dier, which  was  not  before -in  the  power  df  his.  Majesty.  Sp 
far  then  it  was  a  mere  caput  mortuum  ;  but  in  every  thing 
else  it  was  worse  than  nothing ;  fen*  it  would  not  only  trench! 
upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  like  the  other  m Hilary 
Mis  of  the  right  bonotwablo  gentleman,,  by  taking  away 
from  the  discretion*  of  bis:  Majesty  those  regulations  which 
.  Vol- 111,  lbU5-C.  R  should 
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should  come  ftom  the  Crown  us  boons  and  favours  of  the 
Sovereign  to  encourage  good  conduct  in  the  soldier,  but 
by  giving  that  soldier  a  definitive,  positive,  and  legal  claim 
toihtoe  boons  and  favours  stipulated  at  his  enlistment,  it 
mould  encourage  indtsciptiae,  and  a  spirit  of  independence 
of  the  approbation  of  his  superiors,  at  all  times  the  very 
soul  of  discipline;  and  in  this  respect  it  would  prove  also 
a  hot-bed  for  the  produce  of  law-suits.    No  suctf  attempt 
to  tamper  with  the  army  of  the  country  had  ever  been  at* 
tempted  since  the  time  of  the  Long  Parliament,  previous  to 
the  Revolution  of  1641.    The  bill  too,  as  it  stood,  held  out 
a  fallacious  enactment  to  the  recruit.    Another  objection 
was,  that  there  had  been  no  estimate  whatever  laid  before 
the  House  as  to  the  probable  expence,  nor  any  explanation 
given  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  to  his  own  view 
of  the  subject,  or  in  what  manner  he  proposed  to  carry  the 
bill  into  effect*    Thus  the  House  was  called  upon  to  vole 
in  the  dark,  and  to  hold  itself  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
country,  along  with  the  authors  ot  the  measure,  and  to  in- 
volve in  their  disgrace  and  contempt  those  members,  as 
;qnties  to  the  measure,  who  had  strenuously  opposed  it. 
'he  right  honourable  gentleman*  who  for  three  ^ears  past 
had  made  the  alledged  imperfections  and  absurdities  of  the 
existing  military  system  the  constant  theme  of  his  animad- 
version, and  who,  it  might  have  been  reasonably  supposed, 
would  be  pueparcd  with  a  faultless  system  of  bis  own,  to 
offer  the  moment  he  had  an  opportunity ;  yet  now,  after  a 
delay  of  three  or  four  months  ot  deliberation  and  invention ; 
after  having  caused  his  colleague,  the  Secretary  at  War,,  to 
bring  forward  no  less  than  lour  successive  mutiny  bills, 
upon  as  many  different  estimates,  to  give  further  time  for 
the  grand  measure,  after  all  came  forward  with  a  system  so 
complicated,  so  unintelligible,  so  unsatisfactory  even  to 
himself,  so  impracticable,  and  so  subversive  of  that  old 
established  and  long-tried  system,  by  uhich  the  military 
glory  of  this  realm  had  been  maintained,  as  to  excite  uhi- 
venm  disapprobation  out  of  doors,  and  that  of  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  best-informed  members  within  those  walls.  But 
the  nobte  lord  said,  be  did  not  mean  to  rive  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  brought  forward  this  bilL  an  ex- 
clusive monopoly  for  that  systematic  absurdit  v  to  the  par* 
Hcipation  of  which  his  colleagues  had  established  so  many 
obvious  and oinquestionable  claims:  the  sdme  system  of 
«dovenly  cobbling  and  bungling  marked  all  their  measures 

'       8  of 
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of  financial  and  commercial  arrangement.  Here  (he  noble 
lord  adverted  to  the  pig-iron  tax,  ^od  private  brewery  tax, 
the  first  obstinately  maintained  find  then  abandonee! ;  to 
the  recurrence  to  old  systems  of  taxation,  instead  of  any 
thing  new  being  provided ;  to  the  obnoxious  modifications 
in  the  property  tax ;  the  American  intercourse,  and  the 
slave  trade  prohibition  bills.  He  was  proceeding  to  expa- 
tiate on  those  several  measures,  when  he  was  called  to  or* 
der  by 

Mr.  Hawthorne,  who  said  that  such  observations  were 
totally  irrelevant  to  the  bill  before  the  House. 
'  Lord  Castlcreagh  resumed,  however,  his  observations, 
and  was  again  called  to  order  by 

^Sir  William  Young,  who  observed*  that  if  the  noble  lord 
was  to  be  indulged  in  this  field  of  allusions  to  former  men* 
suies  and  debates,  and  in  the  repetition  of  arguments  used 
an  hundred  times  before,  and  served  up  in  almost  every 
discussion  that  had  occurred  within  the  lost  two  months,  a 
precedent  would  be  created  which  would  really  render  it 
impossible  to  go  on  with  the  public  business,  The  noble 
lord  might  as  properly  expect  to  be  allowed  to  read,  as  part 
of  his  speech,  a  volume  or  two  of  the  parliamentary  history 
of  the  Country.  lie  put  it  to  the  noble  lord's  discretion, 
whether  some  consideration  was  not  due  to  the  time  and 
patience  of  the  House?  or  whether  (lie  attendance  of  mem* 
dots  was  to  be  protracted  in  this  manner,  night  after  nU?ht, 
\o unseasonable  hoars,  in  the  unnecessary,  and,  he  might 
almost  say,  captious  repetition  of  such  discussions  ?  Jf  I  he 
honourable  baronet  was  unsuccessful  in  th*  appeal  to  the 
discretion  of  the  noble  lord,  he  would  appeal  to  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  chair. 

Lord  Castlereagh  rose  again,  aifd  concluded  by  observe 
ing,  that  if  he  was  disposed  to  trespass  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House,  by  uttering  all  he  fell,  and  exposing  all  the 
inconsistencies  and  absurdities  that  challenged  observation 
in  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  the  honourable 
baronef  might  indeed  have  eause  to  complain  oft  be  length 
of  his  speech,  which  might  last  for  some  days.  He  uunki, 
however,  relieve  the  honourable  baronet,  by  abstaining 
at  present  from  adding  more,  than  that  our  history  pnv. 
sroted  no  period  similar  to  that  since  the  appointment  of 
Ifie  present  ministers,  so  marked  by  procrastination,  incon* 
piste nevt  and  bnugling  on  their  parts,  and  in  which  «>  little 
real  business  had  been  done,    For  bis  own  part?  he  shouht 

R2  feel 
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ffeel  it  ft  disgrace  to  be  a  member  of  any  administration 
marked  by  such  conduct. 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  tbat  the  noble  lord  had  made  a 
s^pfeech  which  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  answer,  not  on 
account  of  the  logical  precision  and  clearness  of  the  noble 
lord's  positions,  or  the  convincing  force  of  his  arguments ; 
for  6f  those  properties  in  the  noble  lord's  eloquence  he  had 
really  no  perception ;  but  it  was  very  possible  to  make  a* 
speech  composed  of  heterogeneous  materials,  like  that  of 
the  noble  lord,  and  so  inconsistent  and  contradictory  in  itself, 
as  to.be  extremely  difficult  to  be  answered  in  a  regular  way, 
Tbe  noble  lord's  speech  on  this  occasion,  and  which  would 
do  just  as  well  for  ,any  other,  exhibited  a  melange  of  all 
tnose  topics  of  assertions  and  arguments,  which  had  been 
tjsed  by  himself  and  his  friends  so  repeatedly  of  late,  and  so* 
repeatedly  ami  completely  refuted*  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  follow  the  noble  lord  round  the  sort  of  grand  tour  he  had 
n^ade,  feeling,  as  he  did,  some  consideration  for  the  pa* 
tlence  of  the  House.  The  noble  lord  had  talked  much  of 
the  military  plans  he  had  introduced,. and  had  talked  of 
this  bill  hiving  been  preceded  by  four  mutiny  bills;  and 
lie  had  adverted  to  this  assertion  nearly  as  often  as  four 
times  four,  like  the  story  of  the  four  pilgrims,  or,as  if  there 
were  some  peculiar  virtue  or  conjuration  in  four,  like  the 
jnystic  number  of  Pythagoras,  But  he  begged  to  remind 
the  noble  lord,  that  there  were  but  two  mutiny  bills  for  that 
period,  brought  forward  upon  grounds  with  which  the 
House  seemed  very  well  pleased  j  and  he  begged  to  ask  the 
noble  lord  wh^t  injury  had  accrued  to  the  country,  or  in* 
convenience  to  the  public  service,  from  the  manner  of  pass* 
ing  those  bill*?  The  present  bill  was  said,  one  time,  to  do 
the  most  alarming  mischief,  and  the  next  moment  it  was  a 
mere  skeleton,  a  caput  mortuum^  and  did  nothing,  or  worse 
than  nothing :  one  time  it  was  totally  inefficient,  and  again 
ft  was  most  mischievously  efficient.  It  was  at  first  utterly 
inadmissible,  on  account  of  certain  obnoxious  clauses,  and 
now  it  seems  it  was  rendered  much  worse  by  the  expunging 
of  those  clauses.  Now  really,  with  all  due  deference  to>the 
profound  logic  and  consistent  precision  of  the  noble  lord, 
these  were  properties  which  could  not  by  possibility  exist 
in  the  same  measure.  The  bill,  in  a  committee,  had  cer- 
tainly undergone  considerable .  alterations.  It  had  been; 
reduced  in  point  of  volume  and  extent ;  but  it  was  thereby 
rendered  more  compact  and  precise,  and  therefore- more 

,  simplg 
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simple  iii  its  operation :  bttt,  perhaps,  the  noble  lord  thought 
ihi*  an  imperfection,  and  judged  of  it,  not  by  its  strength 
and  clearness,  but  its  bulk,  as  ignorant  people dosoraetirnes 
of  a  medicine,  conceiving  that  a  pill  can  have  no  virtue,  be- 
cause, instead  of  being  like  a  musquet  hall,  it  is  no  bjggejr 
than  a  /jiV$  head*  Bur  the  value  <rf  a  thing  did  not  always 
consist  in  its  bulk,  and  it  wasby  nomeansim])ossible  to  render 
either  a  speech  or  a  bill  better  by  Abridgment,  as  the  present 
bill  and  toe  last  speech  would  evince.  .  The  bill,  in  fact,  fo 
its  present  sha]>e,  did  every  thing  which  it  ought  to  do  ;  it 
established  and  declared  a  principle,  and  left  the  applica- 
tion of  that  principle,  where  it  ought  to  be  left,  in  .the  hand? 
of  his  Majesty.  It  did  by  legislation  all  that -legislation,  ' 
ought  to  do,  and  left  to  regulation  what  properly  belonged 
to  it;  and  as  to  the  performance  towards  tnesoldier  of  every 
thing  the  bill  promised,  it  stood  upon  the  same  ground  as 
the  pay  of  the  army,  the  provisions  of  the  mutiny  bill,  arf^ 
the  present  allowances  of  Chelsea  hospital,  namely,  the 
forth  of  parliament,  which  was  not  the  less  honourable  or 
the  less  punctually  kept  because  its  votes  were  pnly  an? 
Dual.  The  noble  lord  complained  that  the  bill  was  unin- 
telligible as  to  its  objects ;  but  he  had  made  a  very  loiuj 
speech  to  prove  the  contrary,  at  least  so  far  as  respected 
himself ;  and  be  believed  the  noble  lord  was  the  only  per~ 
•on  in  the  House  who  could  plead  weakness  of  intellect  6% 
the  subject.  Another  charge  tras,  that  he  had  not  made  a 
speech  to  explain  his  own  view  of  the  subject,  or  the  mode 
Tyy  which  he  meant  to  carry  the  bill  into  effect.  But  he 
should  conceive,  if  that  were  really  necessary,  the  charge 
of  ojitntelligtbility  would  be  justly  incurred.  The  bill  had 
gone  through  its  regular  stages*  every  regular  opportunity 
for  discussion  had  been  afforded,  and  if  the  noble  lord  was 
still  unenlightened  upon  the  subject,  be  must  refer  him  to 
the  bill,  which  would  speak  for  itself. 

Mr.  Perc ecn/,  aftt  r  some  preliminary  observations,  said,. 
that  whether  this  all-wise,  this  all-perfect  administration 
ought  to  form  art  exception,  whether  the  House  could  wifely 
confide  in  them  to  the  extent  demanded,  was  a  question 
upon  which,  perhaps,  there  might  be  some  difference  of 
opinion  upon  the  different  sides  of  the  House;  but  after 
the  ^experience  we  have  hud  of  the  inaccuracy,  in  all  de- 
tail, the  imprudence,  and  the  peculiar  indiscretion  of  the/ 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)*  who  presided, 
$u>  it  should  seem,  with  such  uucontroulcd  bway,  over  thij 

branch 
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^branch  of  national  service ;  whether  the  House  should  vot$ 
away  tiuj  blindfold  the  money  of  the  people,  reposing  im- 
plicit: confidence  that  it  would  be  discreetly  applied,  was 
a  question  on  which,  he  believed,  there  could  be  no  diffe- 
rence of  oyinipn  on  cither  side  of  the  House.  Yet  that  was 
what  the  House  would  be  called  upon  to  do ;  for  he  defied 
any  man  to  say  when  he  voted  for  the  passing  of  this  bill, 
whether  the  pension  to  the  discharged  soldier  was  to  be  one 
shilling  a  day,  or  two,  or  five,  or  ten.  That  all  was  16  de- 
pend upon  the  orders  hereafter  to  be  made  by  his  "Majesty, 
which  orders  the  prudence  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr,  Windhaip)  would  have  to  frame.  And  the  dis- 
graceful state  in  which  the  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the 
public  purse,  was  placed  by  this  proceeding,  was  the  mora 
leoiarkable,  when  it  was  recollected  what  had  been  said  by 
the  right  honourable  secretary  for  the  war  department. 
For  it  had  been  admitted  by  him,  that  the  House  could  not 
possibly  discuss  or  consider  the  alteration  which  had  been 
adopted  in  the  mutiny  bill  without  having  under  conside- 
ration at  the  same  time  thfse  Chelsea  regulations.  Ror 
this  purpose,  the  two  bills  were  to  be  in  the  House  together, 
theirprogress  through  the  House  %as  to  b?  concurrent,  and 
they  were  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  as  far  as  the  forms 
of  the  House  would  admit,  at  the  same  time.  To  enable 
the  House  to  do  this,  he  said,  the  bill  now  under  conside- 
ration was  originally  introduced  with  several  clauses,  a£ 
itcting  to  detail  several  of  the  regulations  which  were  to  be 
adopted;  they  were  clauses,  wh;ch, till  the  blanks  were 
filled  up  in  I  hem,,  it  was  impossible  to  understand ;  and  the 
•iily  mode  which  the  House  had  had  of  guessing  even  at 
what  the  effect  of  them  would  be,  'was  by  such  recollection 
as  might  remainof  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  speech 
(Mr.  Windham's)  ten  or  twelve  weeks  before.  But  \\  ben  this 
bill  went  into  the  committee,  the. House,  he  said,  had  some 
hpprs  that  these  blanks  would  be  filled  up,  and  that  it 
wouhl  come  out  of  the  committee  in  a  state  in  which  it  could 
be  understood.  But  no  ;  the  yqty  reverse  of  these  expec* 
tations  took  place ;  the  committee  instead  of  filling  up  tho 
blanks  in  the  clauses,  struck  out  the  clauses  s  instead  of 
filling  up  the  blanks,  made  in  this  respect  one  great  blank  ; . 
one  great  blank  una  litura  was  the  amendment.  And  here 
again,  he  said,  the  right  honourabll  gentleman  has  miscon- 
ceived his  i.oble  friend  (Lord  Casticreagh)  ;  for  imagining 
that  the  nojble  lord  had  objected  to  this  course  of  proceed- 
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iog,  as  taking  the  House  by  surprise,  be  had  reminded  the 
Home  that  there  could  be  no  ground  for  that  charge,  be- 
cause the  bill  had  been  recommitted.   But  his  noble  friend, 
he  said,  had  not  adverted  to  this  circumstance  with  a  vietr 
to  charge  any  want  of  candour  on  the  proceeding.  He  had 
mentioned  it  only  to  account  for  his  naving  delayed,  till 
so  late  a  stage  of  the  bill  as  the  third  reading,  to  make  any 
observations  upon  it.  In  the  stages  prior  to  the  committee, 
the  noble  lord  hadsheYm  that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
any,  because,  till  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  there  was  wr 
understanding  the  clauses ;  when  the  clauses  were  struck 
out,  there  was  no  possibility  of  doing  it  on  the  recommit- 
ment ;  unless  it  couicl  be  supposed  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  noble  lord  on  the  recommitment,  to  try  what  he  could 
do  at  framing  clauses  to  execute  the  right  honourable  gen* 
ticman's  idea,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman -firm- 
ed to  have  despaired  of  ^facing  able  to  do  himself,  and  there-, 
lore  had  struck  the  clauses  out  altogether.    When  there- 
lore  these  clauses  were  struck  out,  the  objections  to  the  bill 
assumed  a  new  shape;  a  formidable  objection  to  its  princi- 
ple arose,  that,  namely,  which  he  had  already  adverted  tof 
and  which  had  upon  the  recommitment  been  pointed  out 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  by  an  honourable  friend 
of  his  near  him  (Mr.  Huskisson).    I*  or  that  gentleman,  he 
said,  did  upon  thatoccasiou  point  out  the  objections  which 
then  existed  for  the  first  time;  namely,  that  of  enablingthe 
king  to  make  any  orders,  and  incur  any  expenses  by  those, 
orders,  which  he  might  please ;  and  pledging  Parliament 
before  hand  to  undertake  tp  ratify  those  orders,  and  bear, 
their  expence.    And  he  said  it  was  just  worthy  of  remark, 
that  this  objection,  which  was  so  urged  by  his  honourable 
friend,  (Mr.  Huskisson)  had  at  the  time  been  treated  by  the 
right  honourable  gpntleman,  as  eray  thing  which  cam*' 
from  the  side  of  the  House  where  he  stood  was  uniformly- 
treated,  as  the  mere  objection  of  party >  which  bad  nothing 
in  it,  and  bespoke  only  a  determined  spirit  to  oppose  every 
thing.    But  when  the  bill  was  reported,  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  after  the  House  had  been  tired  by  a  long  de- 
bate, the  notable  amendment  was  introduced,  which  tbt- 
House  was  then  considering ;  and  when  the  bill  came  yes- , 
terday  to  lie  read  a  third  time,  the  side  of  the  House,  on 
which  he  wa-  standing  was  for  the  first  time  acquainted- 
with  its  existence.    At  that  time  the  House  was  extremely ' 
thin,  and  it  was  proposed  to  the  right  honourable  gentle-,, 
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man  to  postpone  the  discission  till  the  day  when  he  was 
then  speaking:  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not 
consent  to  it,  and  their  the  honourable  genera!  who  had  been 
alluded  to  (General  Tarleton)  feeling  no  doubt  that  such  a 
bill  should  not,  at  the  only  occasion  in  which  it  was  to  re- 
ceive any  discussion,  be  discussed  to  empty,  benches,  did 
move  that  the  I  louse  should  be  counted,  and  it  wasfound  that 
there  were  not  forty  members,  and  therefore  the  adjourn* 
Unent;  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  choose 
to  consent  to,  was  obtained,  by  shewing  that  the  House  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  go  on  with  the  debate.  Mr.  Perceval 
then  observed  upon  the  ridicule  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  cast  upon  the  objection  made  to  the  redu- 
cing the  bill  in  its  size,  as  if  necessarily  that  would  reduce 
its  power  and  effect;  but  he  contended  that  nothing  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord  which  at  all  justified  that  ridi- 
cule. The  noble  lord  was  well  aware  that  this  comprehen- 
sive mode  of  legislating,  that  is  the  mode  of  legislating  by 
giving  the  power  to  the  King  to  make  the  regulations  iu-v 
stead  of  making  them  in  the  act  itself,  might  certainly  be 
much  more  effectual  than  the  other.  .  And  it  was  one,  he 
said,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman,,  if  the  House 
by  permitting  it  encouraged  him,  might  perhaps  be  parti- 
cularly disposed  to  adopt ;  because  by  that  means  he  would* 
avoid  all  detail  of  provision  and  regulation,  which  as  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  peculiarly  shine  in  it,  he  might  possibly  be 
very  w  ell  inclined  to  get  rid  of.  And  upon  the  same  principle 
the  whole  business  of  the  session  might  be  comprised  in  one 
slfort,  compact,  tight  little  act,  very  mighty  in  operation 
though  very  &mall  in  size,  he  meant  an  act  to  enable  his. 
Majesty,  by  order  in  council,  to  make  any  laws  he  pleased. 
Certainly,  he  said,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  constitutional  principles  woul(t 
jiever  let  him  carry  his  love  of  short  acts  of  Parliament, 
and  his  hatred  of  detail,  to  such  an  extent.  And  he  would, 
admit  further,*  that  as  the  act  was  now  last  amended,  it  in 
no  degree  whatever  partook  of  the  objectionable  quality 
which  would,  attach  to  so  comprehensive  an  act  as  that 
Ifrhich  he  had  last  alluded  to.  For,  he  said,  he  would  un- 
dertake to  demonstrate,  by  a  short  examination  of  the  clause 
a?  now  amended,  that  so  far  from  ils  conferring  too  great 

Silvers  on  the  Crown.,  it  absolutely  conferred  none  at  all, 
ne  had  heard,  he  said,  of  persons  who  were  famous  foe 
^&ing  tydgrio  conalu  nihil;  of  making  great  exertions,  pnd 
~    •  •  thoas 
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those  eiertions  ending  in  nothing— and  the  House  had 
then  before  it  an  illustrious  instance  of  it.  The  righf 
honourable  gentleman  had  here  called  all  the  powers  ofle- 
gislation  into  action,  agd  had  gone  through  all  its  forms, 
and  at  last  adhered  it  forth  as  a  work  of  afc  consummate 
skill  as  it  was  of  elaborate  labour;  it  was,  however,  actually 
nothing— ~$uperbum  et  magnificcntissimum  nihil.  But,  he. 
*aid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  observed,  that 
though  the  noble  lord  had  objected  to  this  measure  as  not 
effecting  kny  object  which  the  noble  lord  approved,  or  as 
hot  effecting  it  m  the  manner  which  he  thought  right,  yet 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  observed  it  effected  Jhis  ow& 
object,  and  that  he  had  all  along  been  pursuing  his  own 
ideas;  he  added,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  so;  but  that 
it  certainly  appeared  from  what  he  had  already  said,  that 
the  ideas  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  led  him 
p.  very  long  and  a  very  varied  chase.  The  first  idea  w«ms 
to  bring  in  *  bill  which  should  contain  the  detail  bf  regu- 
lations, and  this  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pursued 
till  begot  into  the  committee,  and  there  he  ran  down  that 
idea ;  theft  a  new  idea  started,  namely,  that  of  giving  ap 
jiitcontrouled  pdwer  to  the  Crown  to  regulate,  as  it  might 
be  ad  vised;  and  this  idea  he  pursued  through  the  first  com- 
mittee, and  could  hot  be  diverted  from  the  pursuit  of  it  on. 
the  recommitment  But  this  idea  shared  the  fate  of  the 
farmer  upon  the  report)  and  there  it  was  fairly  ran  down 
and  brought  to  its  end.  The  third  idea  that  then  started^ 
*ras  the  idea  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
Ihen  pursuing,  namely  *  that  of  giving  the  power  to  the 
Crown  to  order,  and  leaving  it  to  Parliament  afterwards  to 
$ay  whether  the  order  shall  prevail.  And  if  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  persevere  in  pursuing  taii 
last  idea,  he  was  persuaded  he  could  prove  that  it 
would  lead  his  clause*  his  bill,  his  measure,  and  himself, 
into  oik  common  pit  of  inefficiency,  where  all  would  bo 
•lost  together  \  and  this,  he  said,  he  Would  undertake  to 
prove  by  an  examination  of  the  clause.  But  before  He  did 
.thatf  be  said,  he  could  not  forbear  expressing  his  regret 
and  disappointment  at  not  finding  in  this  bill,  that  clause 
which  was  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  first  bill) 
{the  repeal  of  the  army  of  reserve  act)  namely,  the  claUsp 
enacting  Parliament  to  amend,  alter,  or  repeal  the  act  dur? 

J*ng  the  present  session.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  when  J 
le  first  engaged  himself  in  the  art  qi  legislation*  dared 
Vox..  I1L  1&05*S.  S  »ot 
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toot  trust  his  act  a  whole  session,  he  wisely  provided  for 
the  possibility  of  amendment  in  the  course  of  it.  But  now 
use  has  made  him  skilful  and  bold ;  and  he  ventures  on  a* 
stronger  wing' to  take  a  cheater  flight.  He  said  he  could 
not  but  think  that  the  right  Ron.  gentleman  overrated  h» 
stfength,  and  that  he  was  too  venturesome;  aud  indeed 
he  had  hoped,  by  the  recollection  of  the  first  bill,  he  would 
have  been  confirmed  in  the  necessity  of  such  caution,  rather 
than  indeed  to  despise  it ;  for  though  it  were  only  an  act 
to  repeal  another,  yet  he*  had  himself  pointed  out  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  on  the  third  reading,  sagreaf 
and  dear  a  defect  in  it,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  prevailed  upon  to  adjoirrn  the  third  reading 
to  the  next  tfay,  in  outyr  that  he  might  have  au  opportu- 
nity of  prcpanng  a  rider  to  be  added  to  the  billy  to  correct 
that  imperfection — and  but  for  that  correction,  the  bilt 
would  have  passed,  ami  actually  deprived  the  families  of 
all  those  men  who  had  inlisted  from  the  army  of  reserve, 
perhaps  not  less  than  from  30 1^  40,000  men,  of  those  al~ 
lowances  for  their  families,  which  the  faith'  of  Parliament 
had  pledged  to  them  when  they  first  enlisted ;  and  he  said, 
he  could  not  but,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  recommend*- 
ing  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  make  it  arrinva- 
riable  rule,  never  to  attempt  to  bring  in  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment without  guarding  himself  with  the  power  of  doing 
that  which  in  all  probability  would  be  necessary,  namely, 
•that  of  either  amending  or  repealing  it  in  the  same  session. 
TFo  come  then  to  the  clause  in  question,  he  said,  that  H 
^enacted  that  the  discharged  soldier  u  should  become  le* 
]gally  entitled,to  receive  such  pension,  allowance,  or  relief^ 
-as  snail  have  been  fixed  in  any  orders  or  regulations  made 
%y  his  Majesty  in  relation  to  his  cause  of  discharge,  and  in? 
force  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment T  and  for  the  payment 
.whereof  money  shall  have  been  voted  by  Parliament.'* 
And  the  last  words  he  said,  were  those  which  were  intro- 
duced on  the  last  amendment.  „  Now,  he  said,  he  must  l3»g 
to  ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  what  he  meant  by 
those  words?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  just 
-said  to  his  noble  friend,  as  an  excuse  for  not  answering 
a  speech  of  such  strong  and  clear  argument,  that  he- 
did  not  like  to  attempt  it;  that  his  reason  for  not  an* 
fcwering  it  was,  that  he  fccally  did  not  understand  ft—"  thai 
(rue,  no  meaning  puzzled  more  than  wit."  Now,  he  saidr 
he  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  the  total  absence  of  mean* 

ing 


VVLSiZ  i2.1  CHELSEA  KOSMTAL  BILL.  J&  ' 

Sug  in  this  amendment,  or  the  excess  and  abundance  of  its. 
good  sense  and  wit,  that  disabled  him  from  understanding 
•it,  for  he  certainly  must  confess  that  he  was  completely- 
puzzled  by  it.  Did  it  mean  that,  to  give  the  soldier  the 
vested  right  to  his  pension,  the  money  ifhall  have  been 
voted  for  the  payment  of  it  at  the  time  when  he  en- 
listed, or  that  it  will  be  enough, if  the  .money  shall 
have  been  .voted  subsequent  to  his  enlistment,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  discharge.9  He  said,  he  perceived  that  the 
.right  honourable  gentleman  was  looking  at  the  words ;  he 
really  believed  that  they  would  not  help  him  to  has  jnqan* \ 
jng.  but  he  thought  it  rather  odd,  though  he  might  have 
difficulty  in  telling  him  what  the  true  construction  of , the. 
amendment  was  as  it  was  worded,  that  he  could  not  tall 
•him  what  his  own  meaning  bad  been,  and  what  he  had 
•intended  to  convey ;  he  said  he  was  aware  he twasnotfen^ 
titled,  in  strict  Parliamentary  fprm,  to  put  a  question  to. 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  midst  of  his  speech, 
•but  he  really  wishcel  that  he  would  indulge  him  with  one*- 
Because,  if  he  would  but  tell  hint  which  it  was  he  meant, 
'be  would  content  himself  with  shewing  the  absurdity  and* 
inapplicability  of  that  meaning  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  object ;  but  if  he  would  not  tell  him^  he 
should  be  under  the  necessity  o£  troubling  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  the  House  with  hearing  the  ab- 
surdity and  inapplicability  of  bptii  meanings^  From 
the  honourable  gentleman's  refusing  to  answex,  as  he  per- 
.ceived  he  intended  to  do, .  he  however  drew  this  consola- 
tion, .that  it  .was  wot  his  own  peculiar  stupidity  and  dul~ 
iiess  which  prevented  lira  from  understanding,  it,  that  he 
was  not  the  only  gentleman  that  was  puzzled  with  it;  and* 
indeed,  there  was  no  longer  any  wonder  that  the  words 
Jailed  to -convey  any  precise  meaning,  for  that  there  never 
had  been  any  precise  meaning  to  be  conveyed,,  and  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  as  much  at  a  loss  to 
tell  him  what  his  own  meaning  was,  as  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
jind  it  out  from  his  word*.  Being  .compelled  therefore 
to  examine  the  effect  of  the  amendment,  supposing  it 
to  have  either  of  the  two  meanings;  he  would,  he  said, 
tirst  take  it  upon  the  supposition  that  the  money  must  have 
'freen  voted  by  Parliament  for  the  execution  of  the  King's 
.order,  previous  to  the  soldier's  enlistment,  in  order  to 

£ivcjjim  his  title  to  the  pension  under  it.     Then  it  would 
c.pbvipus,  first,  that  if  the  soldier  enlisted  under  an  order. 

S2'  foj 
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ffft  the  execution  of  which  no  money  had  at  that  time  been 
voted,  the  soldier,  though  induced  to  enlist  under  the  be* 
neficial  terms  which  the  order  held  out  to  him,  so  fax  from 
having  any  title  to  allowance  which  he  coujd  enforce  at 
law,  he  wbuld,  under  ibis  act,  have  no  title  at  all ;  and  it 
would  have  been  his  foHy  to  nave  trusted  to. the  order  be-. 
&te  it  had  that  ratification,  and  instead  of  being  more  se-v 
ctfrt,  he  would  be  actually  deluded  by  it.     But  then  it 
might  be  said  that  would  only  operate  during  the  interval 
till  themopey  should  be  voted  ;  true,  he  said ;  but  then  he 
asked  what  was  the  use  of  this  act  of  Parliament,. for  with- 
out this  act  of  Parliament  the  King  undoubtedly  might 
issue  an  order,  aijd  not  attempting  to  act  upon  it  till  he 
submitted  it  to  Parliament,  it  Parliament  adopted  it,  it 
would  then  Be  binding;  but, evidently,  both  in  one  casa 
and  the  other,  the  binding  eflfect  of  it  would  be  equally  de- 
lived  from  the  subsequent  ratification  of  Parliament,  and 
this  Act  therefore  would  do  nothing.    In  the  next  place,  to 
coMdebr  it  on  the  supposition  that  the  subsequent  vote  of 
Parliament  should  have  a  retrospective  operation,  and  give 
validity  to  the  King*s  prior  pnier,,  so  as  to  cover  the  inter- 
mediate enlistment  of  any  soldier,  and  which,  he  said,  he 
Certainly  should  have  thought  must  have  been  the  right 
honourable  gentleman^  meaning,  if  he  had  not  seemed  to. 
have  so  much  difficulty  in  telling  him  so ;  upon  that  sop*, 
positipi),  he  said,  it  was  obvious  that  the  last  observation 
applies  etjually  to. ah  order  so  depending  as  to  its  validity,' 
upon  the  subsequent  ratification  of  Parliament ;  with  this 
increased  objection,  that  in  the  mean  time  the  soldier  who, 
4*as  enlisted  would  be  so  far  from  being  better  secured  in 
Us  title  to  his  future  pension,  that  if  he  hfrd  rested  solely 
6n  the  King>s  engagement  without  any  act  of  Parliament, 
that  he  wpuld  be  less  secure;  if  he  had  trusted  to  the 
ICing's  promise  contained  in  his  order,  be  would  have, 
trusted  to  that  which  in  no  experience  had  ever  been  known 
to  fail  the  soldier.    But  if  he  enlists;  under  an  order^  which 

Jrofessing  not  to  be  valid  till  it  is  subsequently  ratified, 
e  will  have  no  right  to  complain  if  parliament  does  nfrt 
ratify  it ;  and  this  he  contended  tyas  unanswerably  clear, 
unless  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  contend  that 
Parliament  would  in  sucl\  case  be  boiyid  to  ratify  the  or- 
der ;  and  if  that  was  so,  he  desired  to  ask  in  what  respect 
the  power  and  controul  of  .Parliament  was  reserved  by  this, 
amendment^    But  he  said,  he  had  argued  this  hitherto, 

1  ■•  •  w 
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jfts  if  the  amendment  meant  that  the  order  was  t o  be  rati* 
tied  at  least  in  the  ne*t  session  of  Parliament ;  bat  if  that 
1rere  so,  nothing  could  be  so  unhappily  chosen  as  the  words 
6f  it — for  he  observed  that  the  words  were  "  that  he 
should  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  for  the  payment  whereof 
taoney  should  have  been  TOted,  &c."  Now  the  pension 
was  not  to  be  due  in  any  oase  till  14  years  after  enlistment, 
and  in  many  not  till  21  yefcrs.  Was  it  intended  then  se- 
riously that  the  House  of  Commons  should  next  year  vote 
money  for  the  payment  of  a  pension  which  would  not  be 
due  till  11  or  2!  years  hence ;  it  could  not  be  so  meant. 
The  House  of  Commons  w6uld,  according  to  its  usual 
coarse,  not  vote  money  for  the  payment  of  a  pension  till 
it  was  due ;  and  consequently  would  not  vote  it  till  the  14 
•r  the 21  years  were  elapsed  5  and  during  the  whole  period 
•f  the  soldier's  service  it  would  defend  upon  the  future 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  whether  he  should  or  should 
not  have  the  pension ;  and  this  was  the  vested  right  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  provided,  in  order  to  bring 
recruits  in  abundance  to  the  army.  But  then  he  desired 
again  to  know  what  was  meant  by  u  voted  by  Parliament  ?ff 
Bid  it  mean  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  or  the  grant , 
of  the  whole  legislature  ?  If  it  meant  tl*e  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  said  it  certainly  did  not  express  its  meaning, 
because  the  House  of  Commons  was  not  Parliament.  -  If  it 
meant  the  whole  legislature;  then  the  whole  legislature 
never  voted  money,  but  granted  it,  or  appropriated  it 
And  though  he  said  the  right  honourable  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  seemed  to  laugh  at  this  observation,  as  a 
meTe  veibal  criticism,  yet  he  owned,  he  did  not  think 
that  such  incorrectness  of  language  was  at  all  that  which 
was  proper  for  Parliament  to  use :  but  he  said  the  sloven- 
ly appearance  whichr  it  exhibited,  in  common  with  every 
other  act  of  the  present  administration  ;  for  if  it  only  af- 
fected them  he  should  npt  care;  for  their  character  for  ac- 
curacy, or  any  Other  merits  he  did  not  affect  any  anxiety, 
but  be  did,  he  said,  feel  for  the  charac  er  of  Parliament, 
and  be  pointed  out  his  objection,  which  his  learned  friend 
(the  Attorney  General)  might  Temove  by  a  mere  stroke  or 
two  of  his  pen,  before  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  in  or- 
der that  the  character  of  that  House  should  not  be  in- 
volved in  the  disgrace  of  that  slovenly  inaccuracy  which. 
$0  justly  belonged  to  the  administration  itself,  'they  will' 
judge,  indeed,  he  *aid3  whether  they  will  think  it  tforih- 
•'  '    "       "  while 
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^rhile  to  make  any  alteration  in  this  respect  >  possibly  as 
they  must  feci  'the  whole  act  totally  inefficacious,  and 
merely  waste  paper,  they  would  rather  it  should  pass  with 
this  additional  blemish  upon  it,  then  by  submitting  to 
«ulopt  any  alteration  suggested  by  him,  gfve  another  ac- 
knowledgment ander  tkeirowa  Lands,  as  it  were,  of  the 
imperfection  of  their  own  unassisted  exertions.  But  this 
$vas  to  give  the  soldier,  he  said,  a  legal  vested  fight. 
Therefore  the  inaccuracy  in  threxpression  was  not  a  mem 
(Clerical  or  critical  error;  for  as  no  action,  could' be  brought 
till  the  money  was  not  only  voted,  but  was  jaiscfl,  a#4 
~*vasgot  into  (he  hands  Ojf  some  public />f&£er,;  and  war 
appropriated  in  his  hands  t?  the  payment  of  thq  soldier's 
pension,  the  words  should  not  only  be  corrected,  but  \h% 
whole  provision  must  be  extended,  otherwise/ as  it  stands* 
if  the  soldier  is  to  have  any  legal  n\ode.pf  enforcing  hug 
demand  at  all,  it  must  be  by  his  petition  o£  right  alone 
Anfl  then,  lie  said,  the  upshot  of  the  whole  of  thisnoU 
Able  -expedient  to  make  the  soldier  so  sure  and  certain  of  his 
future  allowance  \yas  this,  the  King  may  make  an  order, 
binder  which  if  a  soldier  enlists  he  will  ha#e  a  legal  right 
to  his  future  pension,  provided  Parliament*  M,ur  21  year* 
•after,  shall  think  proper  to  ratify  the  -order  by  granting 
money  /ox  the  payment  of  that  pension ;  and  that  right 
«hall  be  so  clearly  and  securely  vested  in  the  soldier,  that 
Jie  shall  be  able  to  enforce  it  by  a  legal  suit,  namely ,  apetw 
4  ion  of  right.  Now  that  there  can  be  no  greater  .compli- 
cation of  absurdity  in  one  little  -clause  of  one  act  q£  Par- 
liament, he  said,  he  would  not  affirm,  because  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  other  bills  yet  to  briag  in ;  and 
as  he  has  great  powers  in  this  style  of  legislation, ^perhaps 
he  may  yet  exceed  what  he  has  already  ck>no>  But  he* 
trusted  that  he  had  made  good  his  undertaking  to  the 
House,  by  shewing  that  the  clause  was  totally  inefficac- 
ious and  absurd*  and  that  it  amounts  to  no  more  than 
this,  that*  they  undertake  to  ratify  an  order  which  the 
King  may  make,  provided  always  that  they  like  to  do  so 
jrhen  they  see  it.  This  is, the  new  power  given  \iy  this  act 
to  the  Crown-:  this  is  the  great  effect  of  this  mighty  act. 

Jf  he  had  been  to  be  asked,,  be  said,  before  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  last  come  into  office,  what  net  in  a 
statesman  or  public  man  that  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  would  hive  considered  as  the  most  weak,  and  indicat- 
ing fr  mind  least  capable  of  any  wide  range  of  useful  thought, 
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fie  should  have  answered,  without  any  hesitation,  tile  pass-' 
ing  of  an  act  of  Parliament  for  the  sake  of  passing  it,,  where* 
Ao  useful  and  important  effect  was  to  be  produced  by  it* 
And  yet,  he  said,  this  very  thing  it  was,  that  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  driven  him  tc 
do.  For  having  been  driven  by  the  weight  of  the  objec- 
tion to  it,  to  amend  into  nothing,  the  clause  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  was  tobave  given  the  full  power  of  legislating 
over  the  public  puree  on  (his  subject  to* the  King ;  having 
been  obliged  to  abandon  the  operative  part  of  his  bill,  he1 
stilt  adheres  to  the  bill  itself.  And  why  ?  for  this  reason. 
To  those  who  do  not  examine  the  matter  closely,  and  who* 
are  contented  with  consulting  only  the  titles  of  acts  of 
Parliament,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will  appear 
to  have  been -doing  something  for,  Chelsea,  and  something 
towards  making  better  provision  for  soldiers.  And  though 
he  cannot  avoid  the  fact  of  failure,  he  will,  he  said,  in* 
some  degree  disguise  the  appearance  of  it,  he  will  have  an; 
act  of  Parliament  in  short  to  shew  for  his  pains.  Indeed*. 
he  said,  it  is  in  precise  conformity  with  the  other  acts  of 
the  present  administration,  where  little  or  no  performance 
followed  upon  great  promises.  It  is  a  precise  counterpart 
to  the  operation  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  with 
respect  to  the  sugar  tax.  That  tax  made  part  of  the  ways 
and  means  of  his  budget,  and  was  taken  to  produce 
300,000/*;  the  remoost ranees,  however,  against  the  injus- 
tice of  this  tax,  ars  it  was  originally  intended,  were  so 
strong  and  just,  that  th<»  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  verjr 
properly  gave  way  to  them,  and  admitted  such  modified* 
lions  or  it,  as  necessarily  annihilated  all  prospect  or. possi- 
bility of  its  producing  any  thing ; — but  still  he  would  not 
give  up  Iris  act ;  and  therefore  this  compromise  was  come 
to  between  him  and  those  who  would  have  opposed  it — they 
consented  not  to  oppose  the  act,  provided  he  would  consent 
that  it  should  produce  nothing — and  so  it  passed  ;  and  st> 
?t  will  remain,  he  said,  an  ornament  to  the  statute  book; 
-and  a  happy  instance,  if  not  •  of  productive,  yet,  he 
trusted,  of  harmless  financial  legislation.  But  indeed,  he 
said,  it  was  not  only  in  single  measures  that  this  quality  of 
the  present  administration  was  to  be  found ;  if  he  was  to 
ascribe  to*  it  any  one  marked  characteristic,  more  appro* 
priate  to  it  thai*  another,  he  should  say  it  was  on  aamiv 
lustration  of  most  splendid  pretence,  and  most. inadequate 
and  contemptible  performance— of  performance  not  paly 
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Unequal  to  its  promises,  but  in  most  instance*  if*  direct 
contrast  with  them.  This  character,  he  said,  was  to  bd 
traced  from  the  first  original  formation,  and  conception  oi 
the  heterogeneous  mass,  through  all  their  measures  down 
•to  the  present  bill.  What,  be  said,  was  the  profession  with 
respect  to  the  formation  of  their  government :  it  was  to  bo 
formed,  lie  said,  on  a  broad  basis,  to  unite  all  ttwj  wisdom* 
all  the  virtue,  of  every  division  of  parties :  and  how  was 
this  performed  ?  The  comprehension  of  all  parties  was  il* 
lustrated  by  the  total  exclusion  and  proscription  of  every 
man  who  had  happened  to  preserve  his  friendship,  his  po« 
litical  friendship  and  connexion,  at  least^  with  Mr.  Pitt 
till  his  death.  It  might  be  contended,  indeed,  he  said, 
that  there  remained  no  persons  of  abilities  in  that  party, 
after  the  death  of  that  great  man,  who  were  to  be  com* 
pared  with  the  transcendant  talents  which  adorned  the 
opposite  bench,  But  if  that  were  so,  still  be  could  not  but 
think  that  there  were  some  amongst  them,  who,  from  the 
habits  of  office  at  least,  had  acquired  some  useful  kno\v« 
ledge,  some  experience,  some  facilities  \t\  the  detail  of  bu* 
sincss,  which  he  doubted  not,  if  the  present  administra* 
tion  had  condescended  to  think  worth  the  attention  of  theitf 
superior  wisdom,  might  have  rescued  them  from  the  re* 
peated  disgraces  to  which  their  inability  to  do  business* 
their  total  incompetency  for  all  matters  of  detail,  had  daily, 
and  was  daily  exposing  them.  He  expected,  he  said, 
from  the  cheers  of  "  hear  him,1'  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  that  it  was  wished  to  ascribe  this  observation 
to  some  disappointment  on  hisjpart,  at  not  being  honoured 
with  a  situation  amongst  this  splendid  assemblage  of  la' 
lents  and  of  virtues.  He  was  confident,  however,  that  no 
man  who  heard  him  would  so  ascribe  it.  lie  did  not,  in* 
deed,  recollect  ever  to  have  professed  in  that  House,  what 
an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had,  as  he  un- 
derstood, when  he  happened  not  to  be  present  the  other 
night,  stated  him  to  have  professed — namely,  that  he  would 
never  form  a  part  of  such  an  administration;  but  uadoubU 
edly,  all  that  he  had  ever  said  on  the  loss  of  character,  the 
disgrace,  and  the  public  mischief  which  he  conceived  t<? 
attach  to  the  coalition  of  public  men,  vrith  known  differ* 
ences  on  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  the  existing 

£  lilies  of  the  day,  that  honourable  gentleman  had  only 
ne  justice  to  him,  in  collecting  from  what  he  had  sd 
said,  the  sentiment  which  he  stated  him  to  ha  yc.  professed. 

It 
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If  would  indeed,  he  thought,  have  been  presumption  in 
firm  to  have  professed  it ;  it  would  have  implied  an  opi- 
nion in  bis  own  mind,  that  there  was  something  in  him 
which  might  have  made  it  an  object  with  the  present  mU 
nisters  to  have  had  him  amongst  them.     But  there  were 
many  eertainly  among  Mr.  Pitt's  friends,  to  whom  this 
•did  nqt  apply »  and  whose  exclusion  and  dismissal  from 
office  could  hardly  be  ascribed  to  any  thing  bui  the  prin* 
eiple  of  proscription  on  which  the  administration  was 
formed.    He  next  observed,  that  the  first  thing,  from  all 
the  professions  of  the  right'faonourable  gentleman  oppo- 
site to  him  (Mr.  Fox),  whether  in  tins  House,  or  out  of ' 
it,  which  might  have  been  expect  to  be  found  to  mark 
the  formation  of  any  administration  to  which  he  was  to 
belong,  was  a  great  regard  to  the  true  principles  of  liber* 
ty,  the  principles  on  which  it  was  established,  and  by 
which  It  was  to  be  secured.    The  way,  however,  in  which 
those  professions  were  acted  upon  was  by  violating,  in 
the  formation  of  their  cabinet,  one  of  the  very  first  and 
most  acknowledged  principles  of  liberty  and  a  free  consti* 
tution,  by  nniting  the  judicial  and  executive  power  in  one 
person  ;  he  aHrided  to  the  appointment  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  Lard  JSHenborongh*  the  chief  just  ice  of  Eng* 
land,  to  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet ;  and  however  the  right  ho* 
nourable  secretary  of  state  {Mr.  Fox)  had  on  a  former  night' 
referred  with  triumph  to  the  event  of  the  discussions  on, 
that  subject,  he  begged  to  assure  him,  that  he  was  muck 
mistaken,  if  he  supposed  that  the  impressions  made  upon 
the  public  mind,  tlie  disadvantageous  professions  to  tho 
character  of  the  sincerity  of  his  attachment  to  the  real 
principles  of  liberty,  had  not  been  slight  in  point  of  effect ; 
and  would  not  be  transitory  in  point  of  duration,    Tho 
next  thing  he  said,  *hich  might  nave  been  expected,  from 
all  their  former  declamations  against  supposed  abuse  of 
power  was  this,  that  if  they  came  into  the  possession  of  it, 
nothing  would  be  so  strongly  marked,  as  the  temperate 
moderation  with  which  they  would  use  it :  the  happy  illus- 
tration of  this  temperance  and  moderation,  he  said,  was 
€0  be  foand  i*  their  tale  conduct  to  the  directors  of  the. 
East  India  company  ;—-an  act,  which,  if  report  did  not 
strongly  calumniate  them,  could  hardly  be  equalled  by* 
any  former  instance  of  the  most  immoderate  exercise  of* 
power,  or  the  most  eager  grasp  at  patronage.    The  next,  # 
point  on  which  all  their  professions  raised  the  greatest  ex-  * 
Yol.  III.  1805-6.  T  pectations, 
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peetotions  wa$  that  of  regard  -to  the  true  principles  of  coo* 
uoroj.    Of  this,  he  said,  tbe  measure  now  before  thert* 
wis  the  happiest  instance;  fo*  not  only  was  a  great  ex* 
pence  incurred  by  it,  butagreatexpence  was  incurred  for 
the  sake  of  trying  a  military  experiment  of  the  right  ho* 
Bourable  gentleman,  which,  on  the  loose  estimate  that 
ye  bad  had  of  it  from  themselves,  was  immediately  to  cost 
330,000/.  per  ami. ;  but  it  was  an  experiment  which  hsid 
fcecn  shewn  over  and  over  again,  he  said,  by  an  hon.  gene- 
ral (Sir  James  Pulteney),  and  by  others,  might  ha  ye  been 
tried  with  equal  effect,  if  it  should  succeed,  and  with  in? 
finitely  less  dancer  if  it  failed,  actually  for  wtbing  at  all. 
It  was  further  illustrated,  he  said,  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  House  \yas  pUingcd  intogreat  part  of  thiscxpenee,  with- 
out the  least  attempt  on  the  part  of  government  to  help- 
them  tp  form  an  idea  of  it*  extent*    And  here,  he  rer 
marked,  that  the  indifference  to  the  true  principles  of  eco- 
nomy was,  perhaps,  inprc  apparent   in  tbe  manner  of 
ptutiging  the  house  into  this  es ponce,  than  even  in  the 
extent  erf*  the  ex  pence  itself.    For  grciit  expenses  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  country  might  undoubtedly,  and  did  in  many 
respects  require;  but  no  necessities  of  the  country  can  re- 
quire that  the  House  of  Commons  shmjld  be  called  upon  by 
ministers  to  engage  for  the  discharge  of  great  expenoe, 
without  those  ministers  condescending  k>endeavouf,irt  com- 
pliance with. tbe  strong  calls  made  upon  tbern  wUhin  this 
fioUse,  to  lei  the  Houseknpw  what  they  thought,  pnthc  best 
estimate,  or  the  best  conjecture  at  least  which  they  could 
form,  of  the  amount  of  that  expence.  But  this  njaa  not  all ; 
their  regard  for  the  public  money  was  further  apparent  from 
the  grant  of  a  great  pension,  as  be  understood,  to  a  convict- 
ed Irish  Judge,  to  purchase  the  resignation  of  his  judicial 
office,  which  he  should  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  by 
the  offence  which  He  had  committed.  That  Judge  had  been 
prosecuted,  he  said,  by  himself,  when  attorney-general, 
and  had  bsen  convicted  of  one  of  the  grossest  libels  against 
thejrish  government  that  could  b*  published ;  a  libel  ftut* 
xageousarjd  intolerable^  if  published  by  any  mam,  but  how 
aggravated,  when  considered  asthcact  of  a  Judge!-  but  per- 
haps an  offence  agninst  a  former  government,  was  merit  in 
tile  eyes  of  this ;  apd  if  he  understood  right,  (rind  his  learned 
friend  the  Attorney -General,  would  contradict,  him  if  h$ 
was  wrong)  this  convicted  Judge  was  not  to  be  brought  up 
for  punishment,  but  was  to.  be  rewarded  with  a  consUer- 

able* 
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able  pension.  Other  extravagant  ]arrari£eroenfe,  he  Hid  tut* 
derstood^  werelikewise  to- take7  phce ;  6thef  resignation*  to  be 
purchased -upon  term*  equally  in  violation  of  every  decent 
regard  to  etonomy  ;  but  as  they  Were  not  yet  finally  closed*, 
he  should  press  theni  no  further;  'Another  iristance  of  re* 
gard  to  economy,  he  said,  was  displayed  in  a;,nieasnre,  part 
of  ivhidh  Was  to  be  under  thercmsideraftOn  of  the  House  thfe 
ftcxt  day  ;  bemeaht<the  appointment  of  new  commissioned 
for  auditing  the  publifc  accottnts-^heiftf  timbers  vretc  all'rffc 
Once  to  be  encreased  ft »>ra  ele vett,  the  nnrhbcr  now  employed^ 
including  three  new  ones  appointed  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  ena 
of  last  year  j  to  no  lefe  than  rjlheteen ;  aiiflftewascdnyinced, 
he  said*  it  would  besefri*  that  this  ineasurej  W'fht  extent  of 
.which' It  was  proposed  to  be  carried,  was  unnecessarily  ex- 
travagant and  expensive  in" the  cxtrerrie :  and  hfc  could  not, 
he  saw  j  pass  by  this  article  of  economy  witliOtit  observing, 
"that  it  WdStiot  enough  tofcay^such  andf  such  itii  tfpplictftioft 
of  the  public  mdney  was  fto  ttfiprOpe*  exp^riccj  \lfras  tfort ge- 
nial to  olir  feelings  of  gehtfosity,  and  cohstetfeYit  with  thb 
character  of  a  greaf'and  opulent  natiori ;  but,  cohsidering  the 
Bece*Arv  tolls  dpori  the  public  ptirse,  none\V  ottcs  should  be  v 
adniitted\fitiioat  proof  not  ortly  of  theit  prop riety,  but  theft 
«ecefcnty>  Fdr  how,  he  said'j  did  (he  Hotise  stand  tit  thismfl- 
HMcfv  Witfefefepect  to  the  nvnvs  and  mefctas  "of  the  year  ?  Thte 
SOOjOOO/i  .from the sttgar  tax  had  failed  >  the  5W,000/.  whidk 
w*s41rst  to'be  had  on  irori,  and  then  upwri  private  brewericsfj, 
and  now  at  last  was  to  be  firfed  on  the  assessed  tiixes,  was  to 
be  reduced  200,000/.  By  abatements  and  allowances*  them 
remains  then  a  deficiency  at  this  day  in  they  ays  and  mearte 
which  the  noble  lord  proposed  to  raise,  as*neccs$ary  forthfe 
year*  of  nd  \eis  than  500,000/. ;  and  whfert }  h€  tepresferited 
thorn  ways' and  means  to  be  necessary;  -\\t  fcadJtiot  then  haft 
"Opened  to  Ufis  the  blessing  of  the-  right  honourable  gtntte- 
man^  -military  plan.  The  additional  money  roted  itrr  the 
inc*ed*ed  pay  for  the  navy,  the  increased  expence  arising 
from  these  nlilitary  plans*'  hrid  occuflhed  sincte;  so  that  he 
did  aot  think  he  was  going  beyond  the  frtith,  when  ho  said 
Uia*  there  Was  near  one  million  of  fres/h-  way^and  racatfc 
.now  Wtfrttad  by  the  ndbiehM^  tortiakefts  ample  a*provisioft 
for  tbeexperteds  of  the  year  ds  he  intended  to  do  when  he 
opened  bis  financial  Statement.  One  dfber  instance  of  dis- 
appointing the  expectations  #hich  might  hfcvebcen  raised^ 
Jh*  said  he  would  meation>  and  that  applied  diors  parties 
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lady  to  the  right  honourable  secretary  for  Che*  war  4ep#iV 
Stent  (Mr.  Windham).  Wheo  he  came  into  office,  he  said, 
it  might  at  least  hate  been  expected  that  there  would  have 
\mn  no  useleK  legislation*,  no  tinkering  of  acts  of  parlia* 
jnent,  no  marks  of  thcr  tabtfriotfe  elects  of  a  Mind  Cyclops, 
in  the  framing  of  them  *  as  the  disappointment  of  this 
Jrope,  tte  should  content  himself  with  referring  to  the  wise" 
jabie  bill  before  them/    These  topics,  he  said,  taught  be 
much  enlarged  upon*  many  similar  ones  might  be  men* 
tinned,  anu  others  seemed  to  be  opening  upon  them  in  the 
remaining  business  of  the  session.;  and  he  should  indeed  be 
lappy  to  see,  when  the  session  was  closed,  a  correeieoUec- 
tion  of  these  and  similar  instances,  in  which  the  consisten- 
cy of  the  conduct  of  the  administration  with  its  professions 
might  be  seen :  it  might  be  stifed  a  Fforikgiam  on  the 
beauties  of  the  present  admraistratiost.    He  trusted,  bow-' 
aver,  that  from  what  he  had9  mentioned— from  .shewing 
Jiow  the  promise  of  a  comprehensive  principle  in  forming 
.their  administration  was  illustrated  by  the  exdnsivt  and 
prescriptive  one  on  which  it  was  formed ;  how  their  tote 
of  liberty,  by  uniting  the  judicial  mid  the  executive-cha* 
jcacter  in  one ;  their  moderation  in  the  use  of  power  by  their 
.conduct  to  the  East  India  Company  \  their  economy*  by 
the  new  and  unnecessary  military  expenditure;  their  pen- 
sions to  convicted  and  retiring  Judges ;  the  unnecessary 
extent  of  their  intended  increase  of  commissioner  for  *u~ 
'diting  the  public  accounts ;  and  their  abstinence  from  all 
useless  and  clumsy  legislation ;  by  the  slovenliness  and  use* 
lessness  of  this  and  otnere  of  their  acts  of  parftameot— be 
said  he  trusted  from  alt  this,  he  should  appear. to  have 
done  no  more  than  justice  to  the  administration,  when  he 
had  styled  them  a  government  of  most  spl&ndid  pretence, 
and  most  inadequate  and  contemptible  performance.    YeC 
tikis,  he  said,  was  that  all-wise  administration  which  ^hef 
Jhad  been  ptomised ;  this  was  the  administration^-,  uniting 
all  the  talents  and  all  the  virtues  of  all  parties,  which  was 
to  shame  all  former  administrations  by  contrasting  its  wit- 
don  with  their  folly,  its  competency  and  energy  with  their 
inefficiency  and  weakness,  its  purity  with  their  conruptioir, 
its  economy  with  their  profusion,  its  love  o£  liberty- and 
.moderation  of  power  with  their  unconstitutional  and  ar- 
bitrary abuse  of  it.    This,  he  said,  was  the  pNK>f  of  those 
benefits  from  aft  united  and  comprehensive  aaasifristifctioii, 
*&  "  .   ^  which 
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*hkhsoraanyweU»meaning,  but  short-sighted  men  thought 
they  could  auticipate?  k  was  for  this  that  ther  consistency 
and  character  of  public  hkw  was sacrificed  and  abandoned; 
it  was  for  this  the  public  was  to  look  for  a  compensation  &ir 
that  distrust  of  (he. sincerity  of  the  professions  and  princi- 
ples of  all  public  men,  which  such  unprincipled  coalitions 
fteoeesariir  produced*  There  was  one  advantage  indeed* 
he  said,  that  was  derived  from  this  broad-bottomed  admi- 
austration  ;'  they,  weie  not  as  yet  *unk  by  the  load  and 
weight  of  the  accumulated  errors  and  absurdities  wf  whibh 
they  tad  bom  convicted,  ."  a  weight  to  sink  a  navy  "— *a 
weight  whtdh  must  long  ere  this  hire  sank  any  admmis- 
traiion  which  did  not  derive  an  uncommon  buoyancy  irom 
its  broad-bottomed  formation.  He  said  he  had- been 
led  regularly,  nuymceflaarily,  into  the  consideration  of  tie 
general  character  of  the  administration  on  the  discussion  «tf 
this  particular  measure  ;  because  this  measure  proposed  to 
give  to  his  Majesty  powers  over  the  public  purse,  nrhidh 
could  not  be  justified  except  upon  the  peculiar  confidence 
which  weight  be  safety  reposed  in  his  present  adviser*. 
From  this  examination  he  trusted  the  House  would  «e* 
tlrat  whatever  their  claims  or  pretensions  might  be  to  thafc 
confidence,  they  had  no  title  to  -any  at  alt.  He  said  (he 
should  conclude  with  only  one  observation,  which  was 
to  guard  his  argument  from  the  charge  of  inconsistency* 
arbtofa  had  already  been  applied  to  that  of  his  noble  friends 
don^tiet  ithe  said,  he  added,  that  heconleaded  in  ©oe -sen- 
tence that  thk  act  of  parliament  would  gkre  the  King  efctra- 
ragaat  power,  and  in  the  ngxt  that  it  gave  him  nothing; 
for  he  contended  no  audi  thing.  What  he  contended  was 
ihise  that  if  tjie  act  did  any  thing,  that  if  the  act  ootfld 
effectuate  in  any  degree  what  it  was  intended  to  do*  ft  dtl 
jjhre  such  .powers  as  that  House  ought  not  to  consent  4* 
grant:  but  that  if  it  did  not  give  such  powers  { which  lie 
contended  was  the  case),  then  it  did  nothing,  was  unneces- 
smk)  ought  to  be  rejected  for  its  futility. 

Mr.  ifaryoa  the  past  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  po&ir 
trrely  disclaimed  any  such  sentiments,  as  expressed  by  way 
cf  them,  in  or  out  of  that  House,  that  they  combined  all 
the,  talents,  afl  the  virtue,  and  all  the  influence  of  the 
country ^  JEt  certainly  was  their  wish  to  combine  as  roucl* 
«f  those  properties'  as  circumstances  could  admit,  audit 
^ns  not  their  fault,  that  some  eight  honourable  gentlemen^ 
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friends  of  the  late  administration,  were  riot  connected  with 
them.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  com* 
plained  of  versatility  in  his  Majesty's  ministers)  because 
they  had  agreed  to  abandon  some  measures  and  to  mo- 
dify others*  according  td  what  they  conceived  to  be' the 
*eusc  of  Parliament  and  of  the  country :  but  he  could  not 
conceive  that  to  be  reprehensible  in  the  conduct  of  minis* 
ters,  or  a  conduct  which, should  render  them  undeserving 
of  the  confidence  of  that  Parliament  or  that  country.  If 
lie  were  to  look  out  for  a  set  of  ministers  who*  from  their 
proud  pertinacity  and  unaccommodating  persistence  in  any 
measure,  however  obnoxious  to  parliament  or  the  people, 
and  disregard  of  the  public  confidence*,  would  be  the  least 
likely  to  conciliate  that  confidence,  he  had  nothing  mora 
to  do  than  to  glance  at  the  benches  opposite  id  liinw  Tb6 
light  honourable  gentleman  *  as  well  as  the  n6ble  lord* 
Jiad  congratulated  himself  that  he  was  not  included  in  the 
present  disgraceful  administration  5  perhaps  liia  exclusion 
was  not  so  much-  a  subject  of  regret  on  their 'parts  as  he 
seemed  inclined  to  imagine.  But  probably  if»  ministers 
had  the  singular  good  fortune  of  his  aid  on  this- occasion^ 
they  might  have  had  the*  advantage  of  those  emioentlegis*- 
lative  talents  which  he  liad  displayed  in  the- formation  of 
his  memorable  volunteer  bill ;  and  the  lucid  construction* 
and  counter-constructions  he  had  afterwards  found  it  nc* 
cessary  to  give  to  those  consummate  specimens  of  accu* 
racy,  consistency^  and  clearness.  Ho*eVer$  if  the  leaVnedf 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues  possessed  such  talents  as  thqy 
were  inclined  to  give  themselves  credit.foc,  why  did  they 
abandon  their  places  and .  confess  that  their  abilities  fot 
carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  nation  had  evaporated  on  the 
death  of  a  late  right  honourable  gentleman  i  Why  ahan* . 
don  their  posts  in  despondency  and  dismay,  ^iipon  th$ 
death  of  that  leader  upon  whom  they  were  so  prompt  to 
acknowledge  themselves  the  mere  tools  2  At  least,  they 
'might  have  tried  a  little  longer  their  talents  to  conduct  the 
public  business,  though'  it  was  probable  their  .experiment 
would  have  been  more  short-lived  and  inefficient  than 
the  learned  gentleman  was  inclined  to  think  this  bill  would 
be.  With  respect  to  the  India  Company,  thp  learned 
gentleman's  conclusions  .were  founded  in  the  grossest  mis* 
representation  and  misconception  ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
Jcarntid  Judge  in  Ireland*  to  whom  the  right  honourable 
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gentleman  had  alluded,  whenever  he  thought  proper  to 
institute  enquiry  on  that  or  any  other  subject  of  fair  dis- 
cussion, touching  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministerst 
be  would  find  them  ready  to  meet  the  investigation.  But, 
unfortunately,  there  were  some  subjects,  upon  which  the 
acrimony  01  some  right  honourable  gentlemen  outran  their 
discretion,  and  every  regard  and  feeling  of  decorum.  Did 
the  right  honourable  an%rl  learned  gentleman  recollect  no* 
thing  about  the  judicial  appointments,  and  the  grants  of 
pensions  which  took  place  in  Ireland  under  that  adminis- 
tration of  which  h§  formed  a  part  ?  Would  he  conde- 
scend iq  ask  the  noble  lord  pext  him  (Lord  Castlcrcagh) 
a  question  on  that  point  ?  Would  his  noble  friend  answer 
for  him  how  Judge  Johnson  came  to  be  a  Judge  ?  Would 
the  noble  lord  condescend  to  say,  whether  there  was  or 
was  not  any  Judge  in  Ireland  who  enjoyed  his  seat,  or  an/ 
other  man  who  enjoyed  his  pension  or  his  place,  as  the 
price  of  his  vote  upon  the  union  ?  Would  the  noble  lord, 
answer  this  question  f  Did  his  right  honourable  deceased 
friend  wish  to  institute  any  enquiry  upon  this  subject  ? — 
Mr.  Fox  asked  several  other  questions,  but  his  voice  was 
drowned  in  the  loud  and  repeated  vociferations  of  HtAit ! 
bear! — He  continued.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more  cre- 
ditable to  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman** 
discretion  to  consutt  a  little  the  case  of  his  friends*  feel- 
ings, before  he  ventured  to  put  questions  likely  to  ter- 
minate so  little  to  their  peace  of  mind.  With  respect  to 
tjie  bill,  Mr.  Fox  said,  that  Administration  might  not  per- 
haps be  very  long-lived ;  but  he  hoped  that  gentlemen 
•would  give  them  till  next  session  to  exist.  It  Was  intended 
fjiat  his  Majesty  should  be  soon  advised  to  follow  up  this 
measure  with  the  declaration  of  what  .was  his  roval  wish  ; 
and  if  the  bill  should  pass  the  Lords  in  its  present  form, 
next  session  an  application  w6uld  be  made  to  Parliament 
^br  its  sanction  to  the  completion  of  the  system. 
•  Mr.  Canning  said,  that  though  he  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain that  the  fight  hon.  secretary  had  followed  his  ho- 
nourable and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Perceval)  into  the  more 
general  topics  of  his  speech;  yet  of  his  total  neglect  and 
omission  of  those  parts  which  more  immediately  affected 
the  bill  before  the  House,  he  thought  he  and  the  House  had 
a  right  to  complain  ;  for,  surely,  it  was  high  time  that  some 
Qne  at  least  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  should  now  at 
length  upon  this  last  opportunity,  a,ITord  some  light  rb 
f  to 


Iff  THE  FAnr>IA9TEl»7Airr  XEGlSTEIt.  [COM. 

their  own  sense  and  meaning  in  (be  measure  wider  dis- 
cussion ?  and  if  they  could  not  (which  they  probably 
cot*M  not)  contend  that  it  was  framed  to  answer  any  use-, 
ftil  purpose,  should  at  least  condescend  to  explain  what 
purpose  they  themselves  had  in  view*  AD  1ms  however. 
tik  right  honourable  secretary  had  thought  himself  at  li- 
berty to  pass  over,  and  to  leave  the  question  altogether  in 
the  same  obscurity  hi  which  it  bad  been  left  tyr  it*  original 
mover  (Mr.  Wiudlinro). 

The  right  honourable  secretary  attempted  to  justify  hi* 
unwillingness  to  enter  into  (be  discussion,  by  reproaching 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  for  not  having  nrgea 
their  objections  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  biU^eiUier  entirely 
Jbrgetting,  or  wilfully  overlooking  the  circumstance,. that 
at  any  other  earlier  stage  it  was  utterly  tntposaibie  tod  i- 
*T)6s  it  with  any  prospect  of  utility  ;  for  never  till  the  pre* 
sent  stage  was  the  bill  in  a  shape  at  alt  intelligible.  It  was 
Brought  in,  as  the  House  would  remember,  as  a  companion 
to  the  mntiny  act.  and  a  sort  of  commentary  on  a  new  clause 
in  that  act,  by  wnich  the  whole  constitution  of  the  army 
was  changed.  This  change  the  House  had  Jbecn  a)« 
"ways  told  to  consider  not  by  ifself,  but  as  coupled  with) 
tiie  provisions  and  regulations  of  the  Cbeteea  bill.  .The 
p rovisieos  and  regulations  were  then  in  blank  otrly ;  but 
were  was  at  least  the  promise  which  the  blank*  to  be  filled 
up  afforded,  that  something  was  to  be  provided,  that  some* 
thing  was  to  be  enacted  by  way  of  regulation*  of  whicb 
Parliament  was  to  have  cognizance,  and  upon  which  it 
was  freely  to  exercise  its  judgment,  0£  course*  there  was 
n#  possibility  of  exercising  that  judgment  till  the  precise? 
nature  of  these  provisions  was  known  ?  and  this  could  only 
Be  learnt  h*  the  committee,,  where  the  Monk*  were  to  be- 
come speaking  and  substantive  clauses. 

To  the  committee,  therefore,  the  bill  went  without  any 
•pjposUion  ;  pro  for  ma,  as  t  be-right  honourable  gentlemati 
(Mr.  Windliao»>  assured  them,  that  is  as  he  understood  it* 
in  order  to  be  made  perfect  and  mtetttgtble  in  its  then  exist- 
ing shape.  But  in  the  commit  tee,  the  amendments,^  for 
from  being  format,  turned  wit  to  be  no  less  than  a  total  aher* 
atioitof  the  whole  bill — an*  alteration  so  total  and  radit&l,' 
that  trpen  comparing  the  bill  as  it  came  out  of  the  com-* 
mittee  with  that  which  was  referred  there,  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  trace  a  resemblance  between  them !  He  really 
lad  thought  when  this  new  hffi  was  put  into  his  hands/ 

thai 
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that  the  person  who  gave  it  him  must  have  made  some 
gross  Inistake  ;  and  as  he  understood  that  there  was  a  com* 
mittee  sitting  up  stairs  upon  a  bill  for  regulating  the  Chelsea 
water-works  bilh  that  by  the  error  of  the  name  Chelsea,  the 
water-works  must  have  been  imposed  upon  the  right  lion, 
gentleman  instead  of  his  own,  and  that  all  his  own  clauses 
wight  be  now  in  the  hands  of  the  waterworks  committee. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  seemed  con- 
tented to  adopt  the  present  bill ;  so  there  could  be  no  such 
mistake  about  it.  He  was  then  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
believing  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  by  the 
use  of  his  own  reflection,  become  so  convinced  of  the  ab- 
surdity of  his  bill,  as  originally  brought  in,  that  finding 
no  opposition  made  from  this  side  of  the  House,  he  had 
♦one  into  the  Committee  and  opposed  it  there  himself,  and 
shewing  the  folly  of  all  his  own  provisions,  had  been  able 
to  persuade  the  committee  to  strike  them  but* 

But  this  was  a  little  hard  upon  the  House.     They  wero' 
f  induced  to  vote  the  clause  in  the  mutiny  act,  under  a  pro- 

mise that  the  Chelsea  bill  should  contain  the  specific  re- 
gulations by  which  the  principle  of  that  clause  should 
operate.  So  long  as  the  mutiny  bill  was  under  discussion, 
the  phantom  of  a*  bill  full  of  regulations  was  danced  before 
t  their  eyes,  and  they  were  led  on  by  the  expectation  of  sec- 

^  it  assume  a  perfect  and  substantive  existence.     But  no 

■  sooner  is  themutiny  act  passed,  than  this  delusion  is  with- 

drawn ;  and  instead  of  specific  regulations  or  provisions, 
f  the  House  is  presented  witn  a  bill,  which  is  in  fact  one  great 

blank,  or  what  is  worse  still,  one  tmdiscriminating  enact- 
ment of  unbounded  confidence  in  his  Majesty's  ministers. 
And  in  the  meantime,  by  this  mode  of  proceeding,  dis- 
cussion is  made  impossible,  until  the  House  have  arrived 
at  this  last  stage ;  and  in  this  stage  all  explanation  is  denied. 
The  bill,  be  has  said,  contained  but  one  enactment ;  and 
even  of  that  enactment  the  meaning  was  so  equivocal,  that 
1  while  ministers  denied  that  which  his  learned  friend  (Mr. 

!  ferottal')  affixed  to  it,  they  refused  to  give  any  construe- 

,  tionof  their  own.     Thi$  was  the  point  to  which  he  hoped 

and  trusted  4he  right,  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
would  have  addressed  himself.  He  trusted  that  he  would 
have  thought  it  decent  and  respectful  to  the  House,  to  re- 
move an  ambiguity  so  perplexing  and  inconvenient  ;  and 
if  he  could  not  satisfy  the  House  that  either  of  the  alter- 
natives in  which  the  words  might  be  understood,  were  such 
Vol.  III.  1805,6.  U  as 


'! 


146  THE   PARLIAMENTARY   ^ECIS* EH.  '  [COM* 

as  the  Hotjsc  ooghf  to  sanction,  that  he  would  at  least  havfc 
told  them  wh  ch  of  the  two  of  his  Majesty's  rainis'ers  had 
in  their  contemplation. 

TJie  bill  promised  on  the  pitrf  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  l  bey  will  make  good  the  expence  of  whatever  regu- 
lations his  Ma jesfy  may  think  proper  to  establish.     Taken 
by  itself,  if  was  obvious  that  this  engagement  went  to 
pledge  the  House  of  Commons  to  a^  unlimited  extent,  and 
to  put  the  public  purse  wholly  at  the  disposal  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers.    But  to  cure  this  construction,  a  notable 
expedient  was  resorted  to.     A  proviso  was  added  to  the 
promise  to  this  died,  "  if  parliament  shall  have  sanctioned 
the  same/'  .  How  was  this  ?    If  itwasan  effectual  guard; 
it  totally , destroy ed"  the  efficacy  of  the  engagement ;  for  to 
^promise  to  pay,  if  at  the  time  when  payment  is  demanded 
you  shall  think  fit  to  pay,  but  not  else,  was  equivalent  to 
no  promise  at  all.     What  was  the  object  of  any  such  pre- 
vious engagement  ?      The  right  honourable  genttan&n, 
(Mr.  Windham)  had  said — "  fcfccuTity  to  the*  soWier/*— 
Well  then ;  what  was  the  nature  of  that  seenrity  ?'    If  the 
engagement  on  the  part  of  Parliament  was  clear  and  uncon- 
cjitionnl,  certainly  the  security  was  ample  and  unquestion- 
able.    Parliament  engaged  to  make  good  whatetefMhfe  e** 
ecutivc  government  might  promise.      Cdrtainly  this*  wna 
ample  security  to  give  to  the  soldier— but  was  it;  such  as  it 
was  becoming  to  ask  of  parliament  ?     On  the  other  handy 
if  the  engagement  was  not  unconditional,  if  by  the  proviso 
annexed  to  it,  it  was  intended  that  the  Houseof  Commons 
should  retain  a  full  and  free  discussion  to  be  exercised  here- 
after,   whenever  the  particulars  of  the  expence  incurred 
came  before  them,  then  where  was.  Hie  additional  security 
tq  the  soldier  ?  By  how  much  more  was  he  secure  of  the  re- 
gulations in  his  favour  bring  made  good',  -  by  a  pledge  so 
vague  and  unmeaning  as  this,  that  Parliament  would  make- 
them  good,  if  they  should  so  think  fit  ?     - 

In  which  of  these  two  senses  then  he'  asked ^  dichhia- 
Majesty's  ministers  mean  to  have  their  b3l  undefastoock  P 
Was  it  an  unconditional  pledge,  fettering  the  fnttwe  dis- 
cretion of  the  House  ot  Commons,  or  was  it  a  condition*! 
promise,  liable  to  be  fulfilled  or  not,  according  to  future 
circumstances,  and  instead  therefore  of  being  a  security, 
a  mere  trick  and  delusion  upon  the  soldier  ?— Neitiier  of 
these  senses  were  distinctly  expressed  by  the  bill,  as  it  now 
stood ;  either  of  them  might  with  equal  fairness  be  af- 

8  tribute* 
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iributed  to  it.  Was  it  too  much  to  require  of  his  Majesty's 
present m in istcrs,  or  any  one  of  those  who  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  government,  that  they  should  have  the  goodness  and 
condescension,  not  to  argue  against  such  feeble  and  un» 
worthy  opponents,  anil  to  prove  their  own  intentions  to  be 
right — that  would  be  too  much  to  expect  from  them — but 
merely  to  let  the  House  of  Commons  know  what  it  wis  that 
they  commanded  them  to  enact — in  what  sense  tin  ir  bill 
was  to  be  understood— in  what  sense,  if  in  any,  they,  in 
their  great  wisdom,  understood  it  themselves  ? 

But  instead  of  giving  us  that  reasonable  satisfaction,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  rebuked  those  who  require:)  it 
at  their  hands,  and  charged  them  with  the  grossest  incon- 
sistency and  contradiction  in  their  arguments  ;  u  because, 
say  they,  your  first  objection  to  this  plan  was  that  it  in- 
vaded the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  ;  and  novv  you  are  all 
alive  tor  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons !"    Sup- 
posing this  were  so,  where  was  the  contradiction  and  in* 
consistency  ?  Was  it  a  recommendation  to  any  plan  that 
it  commits  two  faults  instead  of  one  ?     Was  it  an  atone- 
nieut  and  mitigation  ?  Was  it  not  rather  an  aggravation  of 
its  faiiltiness,  that  having  set  out  will  invading  the  natu- 
ral province  of  theCrown,  itcoucludes  with  assigning  tfver 
to  the  prpwn  what  is  the  natural  province  of  the  House 
of  Comraqns  ?     Was  it  inconsistent  in  those  who  detected 
.and  exposed  the  first  of  these  faults,  to  apply  themselves 
with  equal  rpadiness  to  the  conviction  of  the  other,  when 
brought  under  their  view  ?  It  had  been  complained  of, 
and  with  great  truth,  (and   the  complaint  had  been  sup* 
ported  by  argument,  which,  if  ill-founded,  ought  to  have 
been  refuted,  but  which  remained  uncontradicted  to  this 
hour)  that  by  taking  into  the  hands  of  the  House  the  dc* 
tailed  regulation  of  the  military  economy  of  the  army,. 
you  invaded  the  province  of  the  Crown,  and  that  to  the 
extinction  of  which  the  Crown  alone  was  competent.     It 
was  now  complained  of  with  eaual  justice,  that  in  execut- 
ing that  part  of  your  sysUm,  to  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  competent,  and  which  it  was  its  peculiar  right 
and  duty  to  administer  the  pecuniary  part,  you,  by  the 
bill  now  before  the  House,  wholly  exclude  the  House  of 
Commons  from  any  cognizance  of  the  matter,  and  dele* 
gate  the  power  of  the  purse,  with  an  uncoutrouled  discre- 
tion, to  the  Crown.   The  Crown  was  to  make  the  distribu- 
tion, to  settle  the  amount^  and  the  House  of  Commons  had 

U  2  nothing 
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nothing  to  do  but  to  find  the  means  of  meeting  the  ex* 
pence. 

But  no,  said  the  right  honourable  gcntlerhnn,  the  time 
^ill  come  when  the  House  of  Commons  will  have  the 
whole  subject  before  them,  when  the  regulations  themselves 
will  be  before  them.  Then,  why  not  wait  till  then,  be- 
fore they  pass  any  bill  upon  the  subject  ?  O  I  but  it  was 
necessary  to  have  something  to  hold  out  to  (he  soldier; 
M)me  pledge  on  the  part  of  Parliament.  So  it  was  a  pledge, 
then !  and  if  a  pledge,  that  must  be  fulfilled — what  became 
of  the  discretion  of  the  House  of  Commons?  The  dilem- 
ma was  inextricable — and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  even  made  one  efFort  to  escape  from  it. 

But,  after  all,  why  were  not  the  regulations  ready  to  be 
laid  before  Parliament  now?  Was  it  possible  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  who  cer- 
tainly had  given  his  undivided  attention  to  this  plan  ;  for 
nothing  else  of  any  sort  or  kind  he  had  done,  or  appeared 
to  think  he  had  to  do ;  was  it  possible  that  after  so  many 
years  consideration  out  qf  office,  so  much  mature  reflection 
in  office  before  be  brought  forward  his  plan  at  all — that 
after  that  plan  had  now  been  two  months  announced  to 
the  House  as  perfected  in  all  its  parts,  he  was  not  now  ready 
to  bring  forward  the  regulations,  which  after  all  were  th& 
vital  part  of  his  whole  system  ?  It  could  not  be.  He  had 
them  ready :  for  he  had  framed  the  bill  originally  with 
clauses  to  detail  them  ;  and  precious  clauses  they  were ; 
particularly  those  which  were  to  give  his  Majesty,  in  com- 
pensation to  be  sure  for  those  parts  of  his  royal  prerogative 
which  were  taken  away  from  him,  a  prerogative!  which 
he  never  dreamt  of  exercising,  an  unlimited  power  oter 
the  almanack.  Days  were  to  be  weeks;  weeks,  months ;  and 
months,  years,  at  his  command  ;  two  years  were  to  be  one, 
and  one" year  was  to  be  two.  Such  clauses  there  were ; 
but  what  was  become  of  them  ?  Has  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  altered  his  own  mind  about  them  in  the  short 
time  that  has  elapsed  since  he  brought  them  in  I  And  was 
he  prepared  to  urge  that  whimsical  variety  and  instability 
of  judgment,  that  perpetual  Jiuctuatiou  of  counsel,  as  fr 
ground  for  the  House  of  Commons  giving  unbounded 
f  redit  and  confidence  to  what  he  might  produce  hereafter  ? 
The  whole  oft  he  argument,  if  argument  it  might  be  called, 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  resolved  itself  simply 
into  a  claim  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  a4ministration. 

The 
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The  House  were  to  vote  this  bill,  they  were  to  take  the 
pledge  contained  in  it,  in  perfect  confidence  that  the  mi- 
nisters would  e\nct  nothing  from  them  in  consequence  of 
that  pledge,  but  what  the  House  must  approve,  when  it 
should  come  to  be  submitted  to  their  consideration.  And 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  seemed  toi 
take  it  very  ill  that  this  confidence  was  withheld,  arid  the 
propriety  of  giving  it  questioned,  by  persons  \>ho,  as  he 
aid,  at  the  outset  of  the  present  government  had  professed 
s  desire  to  support  them. 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  Canning,  I  have  no  pledge 
or  promise  of  that  sort  to  account  for  :  I  have  nothing  to 
retract,  or  qualify,  or  explain.  I  never  offered  any  gene- 
ral professions  of  Support.  I  never  thought  myself  called 
«pon  to  do  so.  I  have  given  my  opinion  freely,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  on  the  measures  of  the  government, 
as  they  have  been  brought  forward  :  and  sorry  have  I  been. 
to  find,  that  scarcely  one  of  the  measures  which  have  ori- 
ginated with  them  lias  been  such  as  I  did  not  feel  myself  ' 
bound  to  oppose.  And  I  quite  concur  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  my  noble  and  learned  friends  (Lord  Castlercagli 
and  Mr.  Perceval)  as  to  the  general  character  b  ;th  of  the 
system  of  the  present  ministers,  and  of  the  manner  in 
Which  it  has  been  carried  into  effect,  and  in  which  public 
business  has  been  conducted  in  this  House,  since  thus  great 
administration  came  into  office — that  nothing  can  foim  a 
more  ludicrous  contrast  than  their  promises  and  their  per- 
formance. Of  one  noble  person  indeed,  in  the  other  House  , 
of  Parliament  (Lord  Grenvilie),  who  forms  a  part  of  the 
administration,  I  have  once  before  had  occasion  to  speak* 
Perhaps  it  is  to  that  occasion  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man alluded.  I  did  once  say  (it  was  early  in  the  session, 
and  before  the  measures  and  system  of  the  government  had 
been  developed)  that  I  was  desirous  of  placing  confidence! 
in  an  administration  of  which  he  was  the  head.  My  per- 
sonal confidence,  my  personal  esteem .  and  regard  for  that 
noble  person,  continue  unimpaired  : — but  to  talk  of  him 
now  at  the  head  of  the  government  ;  after  all  that  we  have 
beard,  all  that  we  have  seen,  to  consider  him  as  the  pre- 
siding and  directiug  rnind,  is  impossible.  I  am  sorry  for 
it.  But  I  admit  no  claim  for  confidence  arising  from  an 
expression  which  was  applied  to  an  individual,  and  which 
was  foanded  on  an  error  as  to  his  weight  and  situation  in. 

the 
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the  government.  Ir>  his  colleagues  I  neither  have,  nor 
ever  professed  to  have,  the  confidence  which  tbey  new  de* 
maud ;  and  by  my  vote  of  this  night  J  shall  certainly 
refuse  to  give  it  to  ihem. 

The  Attorney  General  spoke  in  support  of  the  Ml,  and 

5  aid  it  was  one  that  ought  to  be  considered,  not  as  distinct 
rem,  but  pari  passu  with  the  mutiny  bill ;  and  that  the 
provisions  of  both  stood  equally  pledged  upon  the  faith 
of  Parliament  and  the  discretion  of  bis  Majesty. 

Mr.  Hose  considered  this  the  only  explanation  giveir  as 
yet.  He  complained  of  the  enormous  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pence  in  which  this  measure  would  involve  the  country, 
and  concluded  by  expressing  his  conviction  that  a  noble 
lord,  whom  he  had  hitherto  been  taught  to  consider  as  the 
tend  of  his  Majesty *s  councils  (Lord  GrenviJle>  had  no 
iand  whatever  in  concerting  these  measures.  He  had  aU 
ways  heard  that  noble  lord  alluded  to  by  his  Majesty Ts 
present  ministers  of  this  House,  as  at  the  head  of  his  Ma* 
jestyTs  present  government  ;  but  he  now  found  there  really 
was  no  ostensible  minister  in  that  department  but  the  right 
Honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox).  For  the  noble  ford 
(Grcnviilc)  and  his  consummate  talents  and  high  cbaxac* 
ier,  his  own  esteem  never  sustained  the  smallest  abatement; 
but  as  to  his  colleagues,  hs  was  quite  sure  thst  thewi*oj# 
liistory  of  Parliament  never  presented  such  a  period  of  mi- 
nisterial imjjecilliry,  inefficiency,  and  confusion,  as  siace 
lis  Majesty's  present  administration  was  fotmd. 

Lord  lemple  rose  with  much  warmth,  and  expressed 
lis  utter  indifference  as  to  what  opinion  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  or  his  friends  might  form  of  the  talents*  of 
himself,  or  those  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act ; 
but  Ire  could  now  assure  that  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  he  spoke  the  language  and  sentiments  of  his  noble 
relation  (Lord  Grcirville),  when  he  stated  that  he  thanked 
no  mnn  for  compliment*  paid  to  him  al  the  expence  of  his 
colleagues. 

After  a  few  words  from  Dr.  Laurence,  in  support  of  ths 
bill,  the  House  divided    - 

i  Aves  65 

Noes         -        -        -         SO 
Majority  for  the  bill    — 35 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  ordered 
to  the  Lords.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

.   FRIDAY,  JUSE    13. 

In  the  appeal  Seymour  c«  (he  Earl  of  Euston  and  Lord 
Henry  Seymour,  Mr.  Richards  was  heard  for  the  respon- 
dents, after  which. the  further  consideration  of  it  was  post-* 
poned  till  the  next  day* 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the,  pro- 
perty tax  bilf,  the  Irish  Sugar  bill,  the  Irish  stamp  duties 
bill,  the  Irish  additional  force  repeal  bill5  and  several  pri- 
vate bills. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  .Lord 
Walsingfram,  and  Lofrd  Auckland. 

Lord  Hcpry  Petty,,  and  several  other  members  of  the  . 
Mouse  of  Commons,  brought  up  a  message,  slating  that 
tf*e  House  of  Commons  requested  a  conference  with  their 
Jtxntiships,  on  a"  subject  in  which  tlie  reputation  of  the 
country,  and  the  interests  of  justice  aud  2>6uud  policy, 
were  deeply  concerned. 

The  House  agreed  to  a  conference  presently  in  the 
Painted  Chamber,  of  which  the  messehgevsfrom  the  Com- 
mons being  called  in,  were  informed.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  manage  the  conference. 

Mx.  Alexander,  Mr.  Chewte,  Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Graham, 
Mr.  Jdddrclf,  Sir  Martin  Fowkcs,  and  several  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  brought  up  the  Chelsea  al- 
lowance bill,  the  Irish  malt  duty  bill,  and  several  private 
InHs.  • 

The  House  being  informed  that  the  Commons  waited  <hc 
conference  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  thecommittec  appoint- 
ed to  manage  it,  consisting  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  ivirls 
«*f  Radnor  and  Romney,  Lord  Viscount  Falmouth,  the  JJU 
shop  of  St.  Asaph,  Lords  Holland,  Keith,  Dundiis,  Ellen-  • 
borough  and  Lauderdale,  went  forth  to  the  Painted  Cham- 
ber. Shortly  afterwards  they  returned ;  when  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  reported  that  the  Commons  had  coinmu'nicaied  to 
them  a  certain  resolution  (the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Commons  relative  to  the  aboliiion  of  the  slave 
trade,  on  lhemotiono£Mr.Fox,onthe  preccdingTucsdny). 

The  Earl  of  Aboyne  presented  several  j>ctitions  from 
jpeera  of  Scotland,  stating  the  vacancy  which  they  con-  „ 
ceived  to  have  been  caused  in  the  representative  peerage  of ' 
that  couatry9  in  coascqUcnce  of  the  Earl  of  Egliatoun;  one 

4rf 
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of  the  sixteen  representative  peers  of  Scotland  in  the  pre- 
sent parliament,  having  been  created  a  peer  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  Jind  Ireland,  ana  'praying  such 
telief  therein  as  to  the  House  should  scfcm  meet- 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  4 

fotrrfxv  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  mutiny 
Bill;  Lord  Walsingham  intheCliair. 

A  short  conversation  took  place  between  the  Earl  of 
Westmorland,  Karl  Spencer,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury* 
as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding.  It  was  at  length  agreed 
to  read  the  bill  short  until  they  came  to  the  schedule 
containing  tlie  new  form  of  oath,  to  wliich  it  was  in* 
tended  to  object.  / 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland^  on  this  part  of  the  bill  de- 
livered his  opinion  at  some  length.  He  contended  that  it 
♦  was  an  invasion  of  the  King*s  prerogative,  inasmuch  as  it 
Jurscribed  the  exact  term  forwhichmenshouldbc  enlisted  to, 
serve  in  the  army,  and  precluded  his  majesty  from  enlisting- 
men  upon  any  other  condition.  This  was  an  abridgment 
of  the  power  and  art  infringement  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  in  taking  from  the  King  that  power  over  the  array 
which  had  hithcrtobcen  constitutionally  vested  in  the  Crown 
-—a  measure  too,  which  went  to  change  thewliote  constitu- 
tion of  the  army,  was  introduced  in  the  sliape  of  a  clause' 
in  the  mutinv  bill,  thus  leaving  that  House  no  .choice  but 
between  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  experiment  attempted 
to  be  tried,  and  the  inconveniences  which 'would  result, 
from  from  the  disorganization  of  the  array  in  consequence 
of  Hot  passing  the  mutiny  bill.  Thus  also  would  his  Ma- 
jesty be  called  upon  to  sacrifice  a  material  portion  of  his 
power  and  his  prerogative,  besausc  it  would  be  said  that 
the  mutiny  bill  must  be  passed  or  else  the  army  could  not 
be  kept  together.  Those  who  on  a  former  occasion  advis- 
ed his  Majesty  not  to  give  his  assent  to  a  bill  which  went 
to  abridge  the  King's  prerogative,  but  the  refusal  to  sanc- 
tion which  only  left  things  as  they  were,  could  not  now  say 
that  no  other  consequence  would  result  than  leaving  things 
as  they  were;  they  might,  say,  your  ministers  have  made 
a  bill  different  to  that  which  your  Majesty  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  but  a  mutiny  bill  must  be  sanctioned  or  the 
army  cannot  exist. 

Earl  Spencer  spoke  to  order.    The  noble  carl  had,  he  s 

said,  J 
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said,  no  right  to  state,  that  his  Majesty  had  ordered  the; 
bil  I  to  be  brought  in. 

.  The  Earl  of  Westmorland  proceeded.  The  present  mea«* 
*urc  was,  he  said,  'of  the  same  character  with  those  Ik* fore* 
proposed  by  an  administration,  in  which  it  was  said  so- 
much  of  the  talent  and  ability*  of- the  country  was  con- 
centrated. All  their  measures  were  ex  pede  Hercules^  but, 
it  was  Hercules  with  his  club,  acting  the  part  of  a  destroyer,) 
and  not  as  a  renovator ;  former  measures  were  done  a  way* 
and  destroyed,,  but  where  were  the  substitutes  ?  He  profiss-i 
ed  the  highest  respect  for  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  huf 
Majesty'^  affairs,  for  his  ability,  his  integrity,  an  J  his  an* 
xioas  desire  to  serve  liis  country.  For  the  head  of  the  ad* 
ministration  he  had  the  highest  respect,  but  he  did  not  likjtj 
the  stern  of  it ;  he  did  not  like  the  principles  of  the  sterns 
he  feared  their  opAration.  With  respect  to  the  measurer 
which  wasraorc  immediately  the  subject  of  deliberation  \n> 
the  Committer;  wonderful  effects  it  had  been,  predicted* 
nould  be  pro  laced  by  its  operation*  h  had  b^n  said  in 
other  places,  that  the  condition  of  the  army  would,  b?  im-t 
proved, its  strength  increased,  that  bounties .  would-  *'(>* 
■crease,  and  desertions  be  diminished.  He  did  jnot  belies 
thai  any  stfch  benefits  would  result  from  the  measure.  Hov* 
was  it  possible,  that  under  the  proposed  regulations  relative 
to  limited  service,  the  army  could  be  kept  up  ?  Taking 
the  whole  number  of  the  army  at  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  enlisted  for  limited*  sdrvice,  as  proposed*;  At  the  end . 
«f  s*ven  years,  and  every  year  afterwards  f*  seventh  part  of 
that  number  must  be  discharged,  amounting:  to  about 
28,000  men ;.  this  added  to  the  waste  of  men  in  the  courso 
of  a  year,  amounting  to  about  12,  "00,  would  make  up  the 
number  of  40,0p0*rnen  to  be.  recruited  every  year,  and  hp** 
was  it  possible  to  raise  such  a  number  of  men  in  this  coun* 
try  in  the  course  of  one  year?  He  uas  thoroughly  CQnt 
vinccrl  that  the  army  could  hot  be  kept  up  in.  tint  niRpnot 
without  having  recourse  to  a  military  conscription,  or. soinf 
compulsory  measure  of  that  description.  ftitck'O.  measure 
as  that  now  proposed,  would,  besides,  ^iv^  rise  to*  aysten* 
of  contimnl  hrcrmting,  druhkenw**,  and  * cajtvas,  tor /Jie 
purple  of  inducing  ra#n  .,  hose  terms  were  near  expiring 
to  enlist  again,  fie  begged,  pardon  for  trespassing  so  l|ri«j 
upon  the  Committee,  and  preventing  the  nohl<?  Master  Gc« 
neral  of  the  QrdoMtce  from  rising,  who  ho  was  .sure  «ouk) 
appose  this  measure,  and  would  tell  theirlordskips  that  bjr 
•.  Voj,.  III.  1S0>6.  X  the 
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the  effect  of  this  measure  the  artillery  would  be  destroyed, 
wlto-woul  \  tell  (hem  that  men  in  that  corps,  from  the  ex* 
perienoe  they  gained  in  the  cdurse  of  seven  years  of  service* 
Dflcaiue  expert  engineers,  and  were  capable  of  obtaining 
great '  emolument  in  various  ways,  and  who  would  not 
therefore  stay  a  moment  longer  than  the  expiration. of  the 
first  term  of  service.  That  noble  lord  would  therefore 
doubtless  tell  the  Committee  that  under  the  operation  of 
such  a  measure  the  artillery  could  not  be  kept  up.  Wba^ 
likewise  would  be  the  effect  upon  our  colonial  service? 
IV as  he  to  understand  that  in  the  West  Indies,,  after 
giving  70/.  or  HOI.  for  slaves  to  form  black  regiments,  that 
tbose  persons,  after  their  term  of  service  had  •efepujjh  were 
to  be  thrown  loose  upon  society,  and  under  the  mfeasum 
»0\v  proposed,  his  Majesty  would  not  have  the  power 
to  retain  them  ?  How  also  would  it  affect  our  troops  sent 
9Ut  to  our  colonies  i  It  would  be  impossible  for  the  com* 
tinnders  to  ascertain  with  any  precision  the  number  of 
9>en  it  would  be  necessary  continually  to  replace*;  they 
jnight  send  for  a  number  of  men  instead  of  those  whose 
terms  were  near  expiring,  whilst  in  the  mean  time  those 
whore  terms  of  service  were  longer,  might  be  carried  off  by 
disease.  The  regiments  also,  whose  terms  of  service  w^ero 
Hear  expiring,  would  hesitate  to  go  to  a  distant  clime  on 
a»ny  emergency.  Another  objection  also  arose  from  the 
effect  which  such  a  measure  would  have  upon  the  army  as 
already  constituted.  Men  whose  services  were  for  liiv 
could  scarcely  see  without  jealousy  others  by  their  side 
whose  terms  of  service  were  continually  expiring,  and  who 
were  thus 'enabled  to  return  to  their  families.  These  ob*. 
jec' ions  pressed  forcibly  on  his  mind,and  operated  directly 
against  this  measure,  which  had  fyeen  rejected  after  mature 
deliberation  by  his  right  honourable  friend  deceased,  who 
who  was  then  at  the  head  of  administration ;  and  he  trusted 
the  modern  Alexanders  would  pay  some  respect  to  the 
]>hns  of  Philip.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  leave  out 
ell  the  words  of  the  oath  which  contained  the  limitation 
of  service. 

-  Earl  Spencer  wished  to  state,  shortly,  to  their  lordships 
4he  reasons  which  induced  him  to  support  the  proposal 
plan  of  limited  service.  He  thought,  in  reasoning  upon 
this  subject,  that  it  was  impossible  to  draw  any  other 
conclusion,  than  that  men  would  be  much  more,  readily 

tadttced  to  enlist  into  the  army  fpr  seven  or  for  tea 

years* 
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years,  with  the  prospect  of  being  enabled  to  return  to 
their  families  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  crowned ' 
with  laurels,  and  enjoying1  those  benefits  which  this  mea*" 
sure  held  oat  to  fheui,  than  to  enlist  for  life,  and  of-' 
eourse  without  any  such  prospect*  It  was  a  necessary 
conclusion  drawn  from  experience  and  observation  of 
hitman  nature.  The  relations  and  friends  of  those  in-' 
dined  to  enlist  would  besides  rather  encourage,  or  at 
feast  not  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  such  an  incMha*- 
tion  as  they  were  disposed  to  do  under  the  present  sys-* 
tern,  where  the  man  was  taken  from  them  for  life.  The 
operation  of  this  principle  would,  be  thought,  continue 
to  fill  the  ranks  ot  the  army  in  succession,  as  the  terms  of 
Service  of  others  expired,  and  would  induce  many  of  a? 
better  class  to  enlist  where  there  was  a  certainty  of  thefc 
being  enabled  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  their  families,  or 
resort  to  other  occupations,  at  the  expiration  of  a  certatif 
fixed  period.  The  noble' lord  had  argued  as  if  it  would 
become  impossible,  if  the  present  measure  was  carried  into 
effect,  to  have  men  for  &  longer  period  of  service;  but 
sorely  there  was  in  this  case  no  obstacle,  the  man  enlist^ 
ed  for  the  first  terra  bf  service  might  again  enlist  for  thtf 
next  term,  and  continue  to  engage  himself  for  the  to- 
fnninder  of 'his  life.  The  noble  lord,  in  the  beginning  of 
ftris  speech,  had  argued,  tliat  this  measure  was  an  invasion 
of  the  King's  prerogative.    It  was  certainly  true  that  the 

ewer  of  the  sword,  as  it  was  called,  rested  with  the  King  5 
t  it  unquestionably  belonged  to  Parliament  to  limit  that 
poWcr,  There  were  acts  of  Parliament  on  the  statute  book 
which  actually  prescribed  the  exact  term  for  which  cer* 
&in  troops  therein  mentioned  should  be  raised,  and  beyond 
which  there  was  no  power  to  retain  them.  This  was  the 
case  in  two  acts — fine  of  the  18th  George  II.  and  the  other 
the  29th  George  II.  in  the  latter  of  which  a  certain  fovea 
was  to  be  raised  for  five  years ;  and  it  Was  remarkable  that 
%he  year  in  which  this  was  done  ( 1757)  was  the  first  year  dflf 
the  seven-years  war,  and  that  the  five  yefers  consequently 
expired  before  the  termination  of  that  war,  yet  no  reference 
was  made  to  that  circumstance.  Many  other  nets  might 
be  quoted,  most  of  which  was  in  their  lordships9  recollect 
tion,  and  therefore  he  would  not  state  them,  the  object  df 
Which  was  to  raise  troops  for  limited  service,  If,  had  there- 
fore clearly  been  the  practice  of  Parliament  to  limit,  in  this 
-respect, the  prerogative  of  the  Cro^n,  and  nothing  mote 

X  $  was 
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was  attempted  in  tbc  principle  of  this  measure  Ihnn  nhat. 
Bad  been  done  before  by  Parliament  upon  various  occa-r 
Mons.  He  was  clearly  of  of  opinion  that  this  measure  would 
operate  to  decrease  the  bounties  and  diminish  desertion*- 
Men  would  be  induced  to  enlist  for  a  certain  and  fixed 
term,  and  that  not  a  long  one,  for  a  much  (less  sum  thai* 
when  the  enlistment  was  tor  life  ;  and  sis  to  desertion  there 
Would  certainly  be  less  temptation  < a  desert  when  the  soI~ 
dicr  was  sureof  returning  to  hi*  family  at  the  expiration  of 
that  period ;  and  when,  besides  that,  in  case  of  desertion,, 
ho  would  loseall  the  benefits  which  other w ise*would  attach, 
if  he  conducted  himself  well  during  his  period  of  service* 
As  to  expence  lie  did  not  think  there  was  any  objection,  as 
he  had  no  idea  that  the  expence  of  raising  men  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  could  be  nearly  so  great  as  the  mode  of  rais- 
ing.them  at  present  followed,  whilst  at  the  same  time  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  service  would  be  easily  fiUed 
Up  from  the  operation  of  those  principles  in  the  minds  of 
men  which  were  always  operative,  and  which  would  meet 
with  a  stimulus  from  the  cifret  of  the  measure  now  propos- 
ed. As  to  the  noble  lord's  observations  upon  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  he  should  merely  say,  that  he  contributed  his 
humble  abilities  to  the  service  of  his  country,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  those  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act,  and 
whom,  he  was  confident,, were  only  actuated  by  an  anxious 
zeal  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  their  country. 

Ijord  Boringdon  thought  the  measure  ought  rather  to 
have  originated  as  a  boon  from  his  Majesty,  in  which  oasc 
it, might  have  been  first  tried  upon  a  small  scaler  than  to  be 
at  once  extended  to  the  whole  constitution  of  the  army- 
The  measure  also  appeared  to  him  defective,  inasmuch  as 
there, was  uo  provision  made  for  those  who,  by  being  dis- 
banded at  the  conclusion  of  a  war,  were  precluded  from 
serving  tlie  whole  of  their  term  of  service  ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  a  liitle  too  much  to  say  that  they  were  to  pass  thi» 
measure,  and  leave  it  to  ministers  to  bring  other  measure* 
forward  afterwards  to  correct  its  defects. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon*  It  is  with  no  small  surprize 
that  I  have  heard  the  singular  arguments  which  have  beenr 
tised  this  night  against  the  measure  under  discussion  :  it 
was  indeed  very  difficult  (however  convenient  it  might  have 
been  to  noble  lords  on  the  other  side)  to  suppose  any  prero- 
gative intringed  in  the  mutiny  bill,  rnuch.less  any,  whjch 
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Ihe  noble  lords  themselves  have  not,  within  these  two  short 
rears,  repeatedly  infringed,  if  afly  brunch  of  the  pteroga- 
livc  could  suffer  by  this  measure.  The  objection  indeed  is 
so  singular,  that  it  requires  very  little  reflection  not  to  ob- 
serve, that  nothing  can  be  done  herein  but  bv  thc-Kinsr's 
consent;  to  avoid  these  objections  it  required  a  buriuns 
construction  of  their  argument :  accordingly  tne  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  has  defined  this  supposed  breach  of 
prerogative,  to  consist  in  locking  «rp  men  by  a  limited  .ser- 
vice, whom  the  King  mi<rht  by  his  prerogative,  in  time  of 
war,  engqge  for  an  unlimited  service.  The  militia  an«rmrr- 
tation,  ihe  army  of  reserve,  the  additional  force  nets,  all  of 
their  own  maitilfacdNre,  and  equally  for  limited  service, 
lacked  up  men  from  this  supposed  exercise  of  royal  prero- 
gative, and,  indeed,  unless  they  suppose  the  power  of 
withholding  the  mutiny  act  to  be  unconstitutioral,  and  (if 
exercised)  to  be  a  violation  of  the  prerogative,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  suppose  such  violation  to  arise  from  any  practice  cf 
the  mutiny  bill.  The  frame  of  our  htippy  constitution  is 
not  so  soon  disordered  in  this  important  branch.  Parli- 
ament cannot  form  an  army  which  the  King  must  not,  by 
bis  prerogative,  command  ;  the  KSn^  has,  and  always  had 
{except  in  the  timeof  civil  commotion)  the  undisputed  tight 
to  command  the  whole  military  force  oft  he  nafion,by  what- 
ever mode  raised,  for  whatever  time  serving,  to  ollicer  such 
force  at  his  pleasure,  and  to  employ  it  as  his  wisdom  j-.fiail 
direct.  It  is  obvious  to  die  shallowest  reasoner,  that  if  the 
constitution  had  not  placed  this  important  prerogative  ia 
the  hands  of  the  King,  his  sceptre  would  be  at  the  mercy 
of  birft  who  should  hold  the  sword  ;  but  it  is  equally  ob- 
vious, that  if  the  power  of  raising  and  modelling  an  anry, 
of  supplying  its  payment,  and  the  annual  temporary  source 
<>f  its  discipline,  (without  which  it  could  not  exist),  was 
solely  rested  in  the- 'same  hands,  or  under  any  controul 
bat  that  of  Parliament,  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  without  security.  The  wisdom  of  man  has 
Hera*  framed  a  more  perfect  system  for  upholding  the 
power  and  dignity  of  the  Crown  and  supporting  the  liberty 
and  comforts  of  the  people.  The  statute  ^.Mh  Ed.  3* 
di.  8.  states  in  the  earliest  period  the  power  of  the  Kin«r  to 
raise  an  army.  This  short  statute  says  only  that  the  King 
can  have  no  army  but  by  his  tenures,  and  by  the  assent 
and*  grant  mude  in  Parliament ;  the  military  tenures  are 
donoaway  by  the  twelfth  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  there 

remains 
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remains  nd  possible  army  but  by  consent  of  Parliament. 
This  statute  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  the  bill  of  rights, 
limit  no  power  of  the  Crown  which  is  consistent  with  the' 
safety  of  the  people,  and  give  no  power  to  the  people 
dangerous  to  the  Crown.  It  is  most  mischievous  to  attempt 
to  raise  a  jealousy  (if  it  were  possible)  on  this  ground,  on 
which  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  the  confidence  and  se- 
curity of  the  people,  have  flourished  with  encreasing  vi- 
gour for  above  a  century.    This  well-balanced  power  has 
enabled  the  people  to  look  up  to  the  Crown  for  protection 
with  love  and  affection  untainted  with  fear  and  jealousy* 
The  national  force  thus  constituted  cannot  be  used  against 
the  Crown,  or  the  liberties  of  the  people,  but  it  may  be  ex- 
erted with  undiminished  vigour  and  energy  against  the 
common  enemy  of  both.    The  noble  lord  on  the  other  side 
says  that  the  desertion,  in  consequence  of  limited  service, 
will  greatly  cncieasc,  for  he  lays  it  down  as  an  incontrovert- 
ible maxim,  that  the  more  frequent  recurrence  of  small  bouri- 
ties,  after  short  limitations  of  service,  must  be  irresistible,* 
and  repeated  temptations  to  desertion ;  the  very  rfeveree  of 
this  is  obviously  true ;  the  encreased  magnitude  of  bounty 
is  an  unquestionable  proof  of  the  encreased  disinclination 
to  the  service,  which  is  to  be  surmounted ;  the  desertion 
must  bear   an   equal    proportion  to    the   disinclination ' 
measured  by  the  bounties  ;  if  the  service  had  no  end  but  . 
with  life,' nothing  but  desertion  (in  the  s  ^ldier's  power)  can 
shorten  it,  and  it  is  indifferent  whether  he  is  tempted  by  re* 
lief  from  endless  hardship,  or  the  prospect  of  acquiring 
new  bounty  by  re-enlistment ;  it  is  impossible  that  either  of 
these  motives  for  desertion  can  operate  so  strongly  in  limited 
as  in  unlimited  service  ;  the  supposition  is,  that  theirmited 
soldier  deserts  for  the  purpose  of  re-enlisting  and  obtaining 
Ihe  bounty,  but  he  gets  less  tor  a  limited  time  than  the  sol- 
dier for  life  can  get — he  will  not  therefore  have  so  much* 
temptation  to  desert,  and  if  he  will  wait  a  short  time  he 
will  receive  without  risk  that  bounty  which  the  soldier  for 
life-will  never  got,  without  desertion  and  its  risks.   Another 

Eoint  has  likewise  been  fallaciously  urged ;  the  noble  lords 
ave  taken  it  for  granted,  that  the  termination  for  limited 
service,  (if  admitted)  should  have  been  on  the  conclusion 
of  a  war,  and  that  this  point  was  self-evident;  to  my  mind, 
the  reverse  is  clearly  demonstrable :  this  term,  the  end  or 
the  war,  would  accumulate  all  the  broken  periods, 
and  the  whole  army  would  expire  with  the  war ;  peace 

would 
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would  disband  at  one  moment  all  our  forces*  and  lea,ve  in 
pacified  foes  not  yet  turned  friends,  to  whom  we  should, 
with  the  confidence  of  id  cots,  expose  our  unarmed  side*  I 
approve  of  the  period  fixed  to  the  limitation  by  this  bill, 
namely,  seven  years,  which  may  be  extended  for  three 
years,  there  is  no  fixed  period  from  seven  to  ten ;  it  giver 
ample  scope  to  counteract  the  evils  which  must  arise  from 
the  dissolution  of  the  army  at  any  given  moment. 

The  Duke  of  j}fo?:trose  complained  of  the  introduction 
of  so  important  a  measure  in  the  shape  of  a  clause  in.  the 
mutiny  bill,  a  measure  "which,  he  contended,  ought  to 
have  been  discussed  substantially,  and  after  having,  receiv? 
ed  the  opinions  of  military  officers  upon  the  subject. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucestsr  warmly  supported  the  measure. 
Many  officers  of  eminence  and  reputation  with  whom  In* 
had  conversed,  in  those  countries  in  which  he  had  travelled* 
Jiad  given  their  opinion  decidedly  in  favour  of  limited  ter- 
vice,  which  they  considered  as  productive  of  the  most  be- 
neficial consequences  to  an  army.  He  was  also  decidedly 
of  the  same  opinion,  and  he  considered  such  ana  ode  ^of  piv» 
li&tment  as  peculiarly  congenial  to  this  country,  whem  ' 
freedom  was  (he  birth-right  of  its  inhabitants,  where  the* 
love  of  freedom  animated  them  in  all  their  contests,,  and  in-, 
spirited  all  their  exertions.  Nothing  waq  more  clearly  con* 
vincing  to  his  mind  than  that  enlistment  for  a  fixed  term  of 
years,  as  proposed  in  the  present  measure,  would  operate 
as  a  strong  inducement  to  many  who  would  not  otherwise 
venture  to  enlist ;  and  when  they  returned  to  their  homes, 
and  related  the  battles  in  which  they  had  been  engaged,  the 
glories  which  had  been  achieved,  the  laurels  they  had  won, 
and  the  benefits  they  had  .received,  it  would  be  a  still 
stronger  inducement  for  their  younger  relatives  to  enter  yito 
a  service  where  they  had  the  same  prospectp  of  honour  and 
xewaxd,  and  returning  in  the  same  manner  to  their  families;, 
If  only  ten  men  in  a  regiment  returned  in  this  .way  to  their 
families,  the  benefit  to  the  army  produced  by  this  mean* 
would  be  incalculable. 

Earl  Crosvenor  said,  that  the  plans  hitherto  tried  had 
failed  effectually  to  recruit  the  army.  It  was  therefore  ne- 
cessary to  resort  to  some  new  meansofeflecting  that  desirable 
object,  and  upon  this  principle  he  supported  the  present 
measure,  which  seemed  to  promise  fair  the  accomplishment. 
of  a  purpose  so  much  wished  for. 
..  £arl  Camden  opposed  the  bill  ^  as  did  al*? 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Limerirk.  He  contended,  that  our  colo- 
nial service  was  peculiarly  incompatible  with  limited  ser- 
vice, since  before  t  he  soldier  became  reasoned  fothe  climate, 
he  might  become entf (ted  to  his  discharge;  and  thnsour 
colonies  might  bp  perpetually  MippWed  ^ith  raw  j-oldiers, 
to  whom  the  climate  w^  peculiarly  fatal.  From  his  own 
experience  he  had  found,  that  were  a  higher  description  of 
persons  to  enter  the  army,  it  would  not  contribute  to  its 
subordination  and  discipline.  He  had  found,  that  those 
who  coufd  rend  and  write  were  often  the  most  troublesome, 
and  most  inclined  to  faction.  Besides,  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  those  who  had  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  life 
won  ill  readily  submit,  without  murmuring  and  d^contont^ 
to  those  privations  to  which  the  soldier  must  necessarily  be 
exposed. 

IsordKfag  observed,  that  it  was  not  wished  to  introduce 
a  higher  class  of  men  into  the  army,  but  only  the  more 
considerate  and  reflecting  of  that  class,  who  now  entered  it 
as  spkliers.  This  would  add  both  to  the  numbers  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  army. 

The  Earl  of  Iletrdwicle  stated,  that  during  the  lord- 
Jieutenantcy  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  in  Ireland,  he  made 
the  experiment  of  enlisting  for  a  limited  period,  but  it  did 
not  by  any  rrieans  eqo$l  the  expectations  of  those  who  had 
advised  the  trial  even  as  a  temporary  expedient. 
*  The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  observed,  that  some  noble 
lords  seemed  io  imagine  that  the  interference  of  Parliament 
in  the  enlisting  of  soldiers  was  an  encroachment  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  Did  thist  trehcb  more  on  the 
?oyal  prerogative,  he  ^ould  ask  their  lordships,  than  the 
annual  mutiny  bill  in  time  6f  peace  did  on  the  popular 
right  ? 

The  *Earl  of  Rossli/n  thought,  that  the  only  way  of  ren- 
dering unnecessary  the  present  high  bounties,  and  of  re- 
moving the  odium  under  which  the  military  life  so  gene- 
rally laboifred,  was  by  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  sol- 
dier, awl  this  the  present  clause  was  eriiinentljr  calculated 
to  promote.  High  bounties  vere  o»  e  great  cause  of  the  de- 
sertions which  had  so'  much  prevailed  of  late,  and  if  the 
eause  were  tcmoved,  which  could  only  be  done  by  some 
measure  similar  to  the  present,  the  effyet  would  cense  of 
course.  A*  present,  nothing  (ml  the  event  of  his  being 
disabled  could  give  the  soldier  the  hope  of  retirement ;  ancfr 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  considerate  thcb>  or  indeed 
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*nf  but  the-  thoughtless,  o*  those  driven*  by  <ife®esaitft 
would  prefer  being  tied  up  fot  life,  to  limited  service* . .  M 
to  classing  between  the  officer  andttddier,  he  was  confi - 
ddnt  that  British  pfficcrs  would  nerer  de£f adfe  themselves  by 
permitting  any  relaxation  of  discipline*  to  induce. .their 
rieri  to  continue  in  the  iscnrice<  They  **0fe .  convinced  that 
the  attachment  of  thi  sdldier  could  only  be  gained  by  fait 
and  liberal  conduct,  and  by  the  strict  and  irirpartfelofier* 
cise  of  discipline.  '  '    \ 

Lord  H awkesbury  declared,  thatnotroth 
had  beard  from  the.  noble. earl  who  had  spoked  kit*  fctttl 
die  other  noble  lords  who  preceded  him,'(and<tiieopifet9q$ 
of  some  of  thfcm!ke  kne*  wore  entitled  41)  ^consider^U^ 
weight)  notwithstanding  all  thfc  arguments  whicirhetb&d 
heard  so  ably  advanced,;  In  iu^port  of  the  system  itfHteH 
was  to  be  founded  on  a  clduse  in  thebilLnow  before  4be& 
lordships,  he  had  not  heard  treasons  stated^wbich  wtare-ca* 
frablc  of  cflaciiig  from. his  mtjid  the  impfe&toh  which  it 
had  previously  received,  namely,  thai  this  twbs,  in  itevcrjr 
essence,  a  most  dangerous;  and  might  pessiMybfe  ifrks 
con&eqncnces,  an  almost  ■  ruinously  stem*.  •  /Artillery,  cad 
vaky,  and  infantry*  foreigners andrnsti^  Objects,  Whhd 
men  and  Blacks,  werq  all  to  be  disbanded  at  the  expirattotf 
of  the  term  of  seven  years.  He  "was  ifell  .aware  that  it  watf 
utterly  impossible  thai  any  thing  like  a: general  discharge 
could  take  place  at  any  given  'tune;  but  then  it  was  with*' 
in  the  line  of  probability  that  ^reat numbers  would  have 
completed  their  term  of  service  nearly  at  the  same  time,' 
and  must  necessarily  be  discharged  just  at  the  eve  of  the 
breaking  out  of  a  war.  This,  would  be  such  a  case  as  would 
most  seriously  affect  the  interest  (though  he  would  always 
plate  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and  bravery)  of 
the  nation,  yet  it  was  possible  that  the  occurrence  of  such 
an  event  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the  country.  It  was 
wise  and  politic  for  statesmen  to  be  guarded  at  all  times 
against  even  a  distant  possibility  of  such  danger,  and  he 
conceived  it  to  be  unwise*and  impolitic  in  ministers  to  make- 
sucli  an  innovation  on  our  military  system*  as  this  was,' 
daring  a  period  of  war.  The  manner  he  thought  peculi- 
arly liable  to  censure,  as  by  the  system  being  introduced  in 
the  form  of  a  clause  in  the  mutiny  bill,  which  was  within 
ten  days  of  expiring.  Their  lordships  must  either  agree  to 
this  plan,  or  subject  themselves  to  the  painful  feeling  that 

Vol.  III.  1805-6.  -     ,         Y  they 
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they  bad  left  the  state  without  a  mutiny  bill  at  a.peribd  of 

-J  Dtfrtf  Holland  observed,  that  after  the  able  and  elegant 
l^eech  which  had  been,  made  in  favour  of  the  measure  by 
the*  illustrious  person  whom  he  had  in  his  eye  (the  Duke  of 
Gloucester),  a  speech  which  must  have  made  an  indelible 
impression  on  the  minds  of  all  who  heard  it,  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  noble  lords  on  th*  other  side  should  have 
persisted  in  their  objections.  He  then  adverted  to  (he  ne- 
fc&fcy  tof- increasing  our  army,  in  opposition  to  a  noble 
lard  who  hail  said  that  our  disposable  force  was  already 
great  enough'.  In  order  to  attain  this  object  we  must  now 
wre  recourse  t©  a  rheasure  simple  in  itself,  but  likely  to  be 
hroit  powerful  in  its  effects;  after  all  the  Nostrums  which 
Had  been  tried  and  had  tailed.  This  country  ought  to  have 
ttorethan  ite  rodney  to  depend  'upon*  in  order  to  secure  it 
from  danger,  and  to  maintain  lis  respectability.  fl*he  ef- 
fect* of  subsidies  had  already  been  seen.  It  had  been  said 
tjiatr  this  country  was  now  in  the  feenith  of  its  glory.  It 
itijgtot  be  sipy  per,hapsy<for  it  was  one  of  the  effects  of  a» 
burning  sun  to  have  no  shadow,  and  certainly  our  sun  had  r 

*  lately  left  ne  shadow  of  glory  to  those  upon  whom  it  had 

•  lately  shonej' v  A  npble  lord  had  compared  our  volunteers, 
_  for  whom  he  certainly  had  the  greatest  respect,  to  the  Ma- 
cedonian's phalanx.  The  comparison  was  not  a  happy  one, 
but' we  had  undoubtedly  lately  followed  the  system  ot  Phil* 
lip,  and  depended:  more  on  our  gold  than  on  the  force  of 
Our  arms.  There  was  this  difference,  however,  that  his 
gold  led  to  victory,  ours  to  defeat.  He  denied  that  this  w^s 
any  infringement  of  the  prerogative,  which.no  one  could  be 
more  anxious  to  defend  than  he  would  be,  because  he 
thought  that  its  security  was  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  It  had  been  said  by  some  noble 
lords,  that  the  present  ministers  had  got  into  the  Elysium, 
for  which  they  had  long  been  anxious,  and  that  they  could 
not  conduct  themselves  with  moderation*  The  noble  lords 
on  the  other  side  were  in  the  scats  of  sorrow  and  suffering  ; 
but  they  were  not,  it  appeared,  without  some  consolation, 
for  one  of  them  had  hinted  a  sort  of  hope  that  ministers 
might  do  something  which  would  restore  him  to  his  fields 
again.  When  his  friends  therefore  should  be  disposed  to 
solicit  his  favour,  he  might,  perhaps,  console  them  as  - 
Fafstaff  did  Justice  Shallow,  when  in  great  anxiety  about 
his  thousand  pounds—"  Trut>t  me,  Master  Shallow,  *I 

7  shall 
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shall  be  sent  for  anon.9'  But  as  those  who  were  in  Elysium 
were  said  to  be  employed  in  the  same  pursuits  which*  en* 
gaged  their  attention  while  alive,  so  ministers  followed  the 
same  course  which  they  had  recommended  when  their  re* 
commendation  hod  not  such  a  good  chance  of  being  attend* 
cd  to.  He  defended  the  measure  on  the  grounds  of  its  hu- 
manity, as  it  would  almost  remove  the  temptation  to  deser- 
tion, and  the  punishments  consequent  upon  it.  It  would 
improve  the  character  of  .the  army,  and  spread  a  great 
number  of  veterans  over  the  country,  who  would  be  of  the 
greatest  service  incase  of  its  being  the  seat  of  war.  It  was 
not  a  mere  speculative  theory,  for  the  thing  had  been  tried 
and  found  effectual  in  other  countries.  As  to  the  colonial 
service,  he  mentioned  that  in  the  Spanish  army,  those  only 
who  enlisted  for  a  limited  period  were  sent  to  the  colonies. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  his  conviction  that  this. 
measure  would  produce  the  most  essential  advantages. 

Earl  Moira,  in  allusion  to  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble 
earl  (Westmoreland)  early  in  the  debate,  begged  to  express 
his  thanks  to  the  noble  earl  for  the  speech  had  been  so  good 
as  to  make  for  him,  as  expressive  of  the  terrors  he  was  sup- 
posed to  fed  for  the  ruin  of  the  artillery  cdrps  from  this 
TOcasure.  He  really  (lid  not  recollect  that  he  had  ever  en- 
tertained any  such  sentiments,  and  he  trusted  noble  lords 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe  the  languagewas  not. 
his.  He  really  had  no  such  terrors ;  and  so  far  was  he 
from  having  cause  to  feel  such  apprehensions,  that  he  was 
^convinced  nothing  would  be  a  greater  punishment  to  an 
artillery-man,  than  to  dismiss  him  from  the  service,  and 
deprive  him  of  the  many  advantageous  prospects  of  pre- 
ferment in  his  view.  The  fcpys  now  enlisted  for  the  artil- 
lery service,  were  turned  over  to  the  battalions  as  they  at- 
tained proper  size,  and  were  of  course  Unlisted  for  life. 
The  term  of  twelve  years  limitation  could  only  operate  on 
those  who  enlisted  hereafter,  and  could  have  no  effect  for 
twelve  years  to  come ;  and  with  respect  to  the  general  term 
of  limited  enlistment,lie  would  read  a  letter  tothelr  lordships 
from  experienced  and  practical,  not  from  speculative  au- 
thority, from  a  general  officer  now  in  our  service,  but  for- 
meilyj  and  for  twenty  years,  in  the  service  of  the  nation  in 
Europe  most  analogous  to  our  own,  namely,  that  of  Hol- 
land. This  letter  stated,  that  during  twenty  years  of  that 
officer's  service,  there  were  seventy-two  battalions  of  the 
Dutch  anpy,  prying  both  at  home  and  in  their  distant 

Y  2  colonic^ 
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polonips,  iu  which  i£  was  the  uniform  practice  to  enlist  the 
men.  for  limited  periods  of  three,  si*,  and  nine  year*, 
without  any  other  stipulations  than  that  their  discharges 
should  only  be  demanded  in  the  month  of  October,  or  at 
the  end  or  a  campaign,  consequently  during  a  war  ;  and 
that  no  inconvenience  whatever  had  a  men  from  the  usage  f 
and  in  answer  to  the  complaint  that  military  authorities  had 
jiot  been  laid  before  the  House,  or  examined  at  the  bar,  he 
conceived  no  practice  could  have  a  more  mischievous  tenT 
dency.  He  would  seriously  advise  their  lordships  cauti* 
tusly  to  avoid  such  a  practice,  and  to  keep  their  legislative 
functions  free  from  any  influence  from  the  opinions  of  mili- 
tary men,  who  were  the  instruments,  and  oqght  not  to  be 
the  springs  of  legislative  action.  If  their  lordships,  should 
puce  bring  military  men  to  their  bar  for  such  a  purpose, 
fhey  wpuldsoon  come  again  by  petition,  and  afterwards  by 
remonstrance.  He  concluded  by  seriously  approving  tho 
bill,  as  a  measure  the  most  likely  to  be  efficient, 
^  Ijord  Mutgrate  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  opinU 
on  cxpressedby  the  noble  lord,  who  was  himself  a  soldier, 
and  of  justly  high  character,  as  to  what  might  be  the  con** 
sequence  to,  or  th#  disposition  excited  in  the  minds  of  mi- 
litary men,  by  being  called  to  give  their  evidence  at  their 
lordships'  bar  ;  and  he  totally  aenied  the  justice  of  the  in* 
ference..  With  respect  to  the  bill,  he  was  a  friend  to  its 
principle,  but  feared  it  would  be  inefficacious,  and  ought 
only  to  be  tried  partially  as  an  experiment. 

Lord  Grenville  took  a  concise  view  of  the  whole  subject* 
He  said  he  had  long  been  convinced  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  was  that  peculiarly  calculated  to  render  our  army 
such  as  the  situation  of  Europe  required.  This  sentiment 
was  impressed  on  his  mind  by  long  reflection,  and  by  fre- 
quent re-consideration.  It  had  been  asked  who  could  have 
been  the  statesman  \uth  whom  such  a  conception  could 
have  originated  ?  For  his  part  he  had  learnt  it  from  the 
great  statesman  lately  deceased,  whose  loss  had  been  so 
much  deplored,  and  to  a  late,  a  very  late  period,  he  could 
Venture  to  assert,  that  the  sentiments  of  that  distinguished 
person  remained  unaltered ;  nor  could  he  believe  they 
were  changed,  since  he  had  often  heard  him  conclusively 
answer  all  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged  against  it. 
As  to  the  measure  being  an  invasion  of  the  King's  prero- 
gative, he  was  astonished  to  hear  it  asserted,  particularly  by 
those  who  had  had  so  much  share  in  the  military  measure* 

of 
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ef  the  last  four  ytears.  Could  It  be  pretended  that  any 
army  which  was  to  be  maintained  in  this  country  could  be 
maintained  independently  of  parliamentary  sanction  and 
controul  ?  The  Kins:  incontcstibly  and  by  the  first  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution  possessed  the  command  of  every  spe- 
cies of  military  force;  but  that  force  was  subject  to  there- 
Si  lat  ions  of  pay,  Cdntraul,  &c.  which  Parliament  directed. 
ay,  after  we  had  seen  that  the  very  regulations  as  to  li- 
mited service  had  been  adopted  as  to  what  constituted  pc» 
culiarly  our  home  defence,  would  it  be  pretendixl  that  it 
was  unconstitutional  that  the  regular  army,  that  which 
might  be  employed  abroad,  should  be  enlisted  oh  term* 
which  had  been  sanctioned  in  the  other  ?  Jt  was  in  vain 
therefore  io  say  that  this  was  an  invasion  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  and  hostile  to  the  constitution.  Indeed,  after 
the  able  and  convincing  speech  of  an  illustrious  person 
(the  P.tke  of  Gloucester)  that  night,  it  was  clear  what  .were 
the  sentiments  entertained  by  every  branch  of  the  family 
on  the  throne  on  this  point.  Never  since  that  illustrious 
House  sa>t  on  the  throne  had  any  pretension  been  counte- 
nanced of  an  army  not  subject  to  parliamentary  controul. 
His  lordship  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  several  of 
the  objections,  particularly  as  to  the  expense  of  the  plan; 
He  argued  that  it  might  be  assumed  as  a  doctrine,  that  of 
the  persons  surviving  at  the  different  periods  when  their  ser- 
vices expired,  one  half  would  re-enlist.  Of  120,000  men^ 
at  the  average  casualty  of  one  iu  twelve,  10,000  men  a  year 
were  necessary ;  which  would  be  200,000/.  calculating 
that  one  half  re-enlisted,  there  would  only  be  16,000-  want- 
ed a  year,  and  that  not  until  the  expiry  of  fifteen  years,  and 
the  additional  part  of  the  ex pe.ncc  could  not  occur  in  full 
extent  till  after  thirty,  so  that  the  nn  hole  benefit  was  obtain- 
ed before  the  expertec  of  recruiting  commenced.  Thus, 
instead  of  two  or  three  millions,  the  expencc  of  recruiting 
would  not  be  above  200,000/.  at  first!,  or  afterward* 
$00,000/.  at  90/.  a  man.  As  to  the  expenceof  future  pro- 
vision, it  was  gwwdy  exaggerated,  and  if  there  was-  any  ad- 
dition of  ex  |ionce>  it  was  a  fair  rcmuueratiqn  to  the  veteran, 
which,  in  consideration  of  the  ex]>ence  of  living,  &c. 
would,  independently  of  this  men  sure,  have  been  fairly  duen 
Jn'a  constitutional  view,  al*n,  the  measure  was  highly  ad-» 
vantageous,  as  giving  the  holdiernew  motives  of  attach- 
ptent  to  the  civil  liberties  of  the  country,  to  wb'icb  he  would 
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always  look  with  a  consciousness  that  they  were  his.  The 
peculiar  advantage  of  this  measure,  too,  was,  that  it  wag 
clear,  short,  and  intelligible.  The  people  of  this  country 
could  not  mistake  it.  It  would  teaCh  them,  by  a  sort  of 
intuitive  knowledge,  that  a  soldier  was  not  placed  for  life 
in  a  situation  different,  from  the  rest  of  the  community,  but 
that  after  haying  served  his  country,  be  was  at  liberty  to 
re-enter  the  civil  state  if  he  pleased.  The  measure  required 
pet  lawyer  to  explain  it;  it  demanded  no  recruiting  officer 
to  catechise  parish  officers.  It  called  upon  90  secretary  of 
state  to  read  voluminous  lectures  on  acts  of  parliament :  but 
would  impress  itself  on  the  feelings  of  the  people  at  large, 
and  while  it  increased  the  numbers  of  the  army,  would 
preserve  and  increase  its  constitutional  spirit.  His  lordship 
concluded  by  expressing  his  strongest  approbation  of  the 
measure  as  simple,  constitutional,  and  efficient. 
The  committee  then  divided  on  the  clause — 

For  it        -  -        91 

Against  it    -  -         31 

Majority  57  '       .     ' 

*  The  House  was  then  resumed,  the  report  received  and 
agreed  to9  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  oh 
Tuesday. 

Lord  Grenvifle,  referring  to  the  conference  on  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  respecting  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  on  Friday  next  to  con- 
cur in  the  said  resolution.  Adjourned  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning- 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,   JUNE  13. 

Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe  brought  up  the  globe  insurance 
company's  incorporation  bilk  On  the  motion  for  the  first 
reading,  a  conversation  took  place  between  Sir  William 
Curtis,  Alderman  Prinsep,  and  Mr.  Shaw  Le  Fevre,  re- 
specting the  propriety  of  putting  off  this  affair  till  the  next 
session.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  further  discussion  was 
postponed  till  Tuesday  next. 

Tne  deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod  summoned  the  House 
to  the  Houseof  Peers.  The  Speaker,  on  his  return,  announced 
that  the  royal  assent  had  been  given  by  commission  to  the. 
property  bill  and  others. 

Lord 
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-  Lord  Henry  Petty  reported  that  £he  lords  had  been  rout- 
ed upon  for  the  purpose  of  desiring  a  conference  respecting, 
the  resolutions  of  Tuesday  last,  relative  to  the  slaye  trade, 
and  had  agreed  to  grant  a  conference  immediately.  A 
Committee,  consisting  of  all  the  members  then  in  tire 
House,  with  the  exception  of  Mi1.  \Vickham,  who  is  lame 
at  present,  was  appointed  to  manage  this  conference,  and 
each  went  forth  as  Lis  name  was  called.  After  an  interval 
of  about  half  an  hour,  the  committee  returned,  and  Lord 
H.  Petty  reported  that  they  had  communicated  the' resolu- 
tion to  the  Lords,  and  had  left  a  copy  of  the  same  for  their 
lordships'  use. 

Mr,  Kemp  from  the  excise  office,  presented  an  account 
of  the  amount  of  duties  on  excise  outstanding  in  the  years 
1305-6.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  t 
.  Sir  Charles  Price  presented  a  petition  from  the  dealers  inc 
lace,  in  the  city  of  London,  against  the  thread-lace  bill. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

*  JMr.  Wickham,  in  consequence  of  what  had  been  said 
by  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Rose)  the  preced- 
ing night,  moved  for  the  following  papers — 1st,  for  such 
article  or  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  with  Bavaria,  as 
plated  to  the  stipulations  about  commissaries  attending  the 
troops — 2d  for  letters,  or  extracts  of  theih,  containing  the 
opinion  of  his  Majesty,  relative  to  the  treaty,  and  the  pro- 
visions, as  to  the  commissaries — 3d,  Letters,  further  ex* 
plaining  the  duties  of  the  commissaries — 4th,  copies  of  the 
instructions  to  the  commissaries  appointed — 5th,  copy  of 
the  instructions  to  Mr.-  Wickham  to  perform  the  duty  of  a 
commissary, mentioning  thetime  at  which  it  was  sent  him— 
6th,  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Wickham,  explaining  the 
arrangements  that  had  been  made  by  him,  relative  to  the 
commissaries  attending  the  troop,  ai\d  the  instructions  he 
had  given  them — 7th,  copies  of  letters  expressing  the  opi-< 
nion  of  government,  as  to  these  arrangements  and  instruc- 
tions— 8th,  the  copy  of  theopinion  of  government,  as  to  the 
passing  of  the  accounts;  and  9th,  copies  of  letters  relative 
to  the  expencc  of  the  subsidized  troops,  transmitted  by  Mr. 
Wickham. 

All  these  motions,  which  were  of  course  by  address,  were 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grant,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  for  the  Teportof 
tie  Committee  of  Correspondence  to  the  Court  of  Directors, 
on  the  sulycct  of  the  Caruatic  debts.     This  hie  did  that  the 

Hou*c 
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House  might  have  eVerp  possible  information  on  the  stib* 
yet.  He  also  mored  for  several  letters  that  passed  between 
the  Directors  and  the  Board  of  Conlroul,  relative  to  the  plati 
for  liquidating  these  debts.     Ordered. 

Lord  Howick  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  Monday 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  billd  relative  to  the  increased  pay 
Co  the  navy  ;  and  that  on  the  same  day  he  would  move  fotf 
Certain  papers  connected  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  Moore,  after  some  observations  on  the  great  advan-' 
tagea  which  this  country  was  likely  to  derive  from  India^ 
and  the, necessity  which  th**Tc  was  for  having  full  informal 
tion  on  the  state  of  that  country,  moved  for  several  papers 
tfelative  to  the  rcvemieand  state  of* our  eastern  empire. 
Thes£,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Grant,  were  granted, 

Mr.  Fox  brought  up  the  slave  trade  Carrying  bill^  which 
wa»read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tilne  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  brought  up  a  report  from  the  highway 
and  broad-\v heeled  waggon  committee .  Ordered  to  life*'  o» 
the  taHe. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  Irish  acts,  relative  to  the  election  of  members  ot 
Parliament.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.* 
Stewart,  and  Sir  John  Stewart,  leave  was  given. 

Mr.  Bernard,  with  a  view  to  bring  before  the  House  tter 
manner  in  which  the  money  committed  to  the  charge  of  the' 
directors  for  Inland  navigation  had  been  expended*,  moved 
for  an  account  of  the  sums  which  had  been  expended  on* 
the  port  of  Dublin,  the  authority  under  which  they  had 
been  so  expended,  and  the  reports  which  had  at  various* 
times  been  made  by  their  directors,  relative  to  the  improve- 
ment of  t he  same. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  wot  a  sixpence  had  been  expended,* 
except  in  procuring  hands. 

Mr.  Bernard  asserted  that  various  sums  had  been  ex-' 
pended,  for  machinery,  engineers,  &c.  &c. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  John  Stewart,  Lord  Castle* 
reagh,  and  Sir  John  Newport,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WEST    INDIA    AUDITORS. 

Lord  Penry  Petty  moved  the  commitment  of  the  West* 
India  auditors'  bill.     In  doing  so  he  hoped,  that  although 
he  had  pretty  fully  stated  the  nature  of  this  proceeding  bc-? 
fore,  he  should  be*  indulged  for  a  few  minutes  with  the  at- 
tention 
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tent  ion  of  the  House,  in  consequence  of  what  had  been 
lately  said  on  (his  subject  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr,  Hose).  A  bill  had  certainly  in  1800  been 
brought  into  the  House  for  correcting  the  abuses  in  tbe 
West  Indies,  which  had  been  found  on  inquiry  more  alarm- 
ing than  had  even  at  first  been  imagined.  The  commisr 
eioncts.went  to  ijie  West  Indies,  and  in  the  course  of  two 
years  found  it  necessary  to  send  home  one  x>f  their  num- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  tracing  certain  delinquencies 
connected  with  the  West  Indies,,  which  could  only  he 
found  out  here.  Mr.  Bearcroft  accordingly,  even  at  ths 
jifck  of  stopping  the  operations  of  the  commission,  arrived 
hire  in  lM)d,  and  certainly  discovered  many  abuses.  This 
shewed  the  necessity  of  having  some  of  the  commissioners 
here.  But  all  that  the  bill  referred  to  did,  was  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  existing  abuses,  without  making  any  pro- 
vision for  bringing  up  the  accounts  in  arrear,  which  would 
be  the  means  of  eliciting  much  additional  information.  It 
failed  in. bringing  offenders  to  punishment,  and  the  ac> 
counts  were  not  investigated  by  the  auditors  here.  The 
object  of  tbe  present  bill  was  to  renew  the  jxwers  of  that 
commission,  and  extend  them  to  the  present  as  well  as  io 
the  late  war,  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  bring  up  the 
accounts  in  urrear,  and  even  to  examine  accounts  after  they 
had  been  passed  by  the  regular  auditors,  if  they  should  Fee 
fit.  As  to  the  patronage  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  there  was  a  considerable  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing proper  persons  to  accept  of  these  places,  which  would 
compel  them  to  go  to  the  West-Indies.  As  to  the  point  of 
salaries,  he  thought  these  ought  to  be  fixed  and  paid  rcr 
gularly.  He  also  obviated  the  objection,  as  to  the  com- 
missary acting  with  the  com  mission  by  stating  that  this 
commissary  was  not  a  public  accountant,  but  a  compt- 
roller of  accounts.  lie  considered  this  bill  as  in  every 
point  of  view  of  the  most  essential  importance. 

Mr.  Rose  was  as  anxious  to  have  these  abuses  correct* 
ed  as  the  noble  lord  could  be.  The  patronage  he  had 
spoken  of  referred  to  the  commissioners  at  home,  as  he  was 
aware  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  proper  persons  to  go  to 
^the  West  Indies.  To  the  principle  of  the  bill  he  had  no 
objection.  It  was  indeed  a  proper  thing  to  have  such  a 
hill,  as  it  included  the  present  as  well  as  the  late  war.  But 
he  contended  that  there  wa9  nothing  else  in  the  bill  bevond 
what  had  been  in  (he  former,  or  if  there  was  any  tiling 
Vw>.  III.  1805-6.  Z  more 
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more,  it  was  unnecessary.  There  was  no  occasion  far 
haying  Any  of  thtf  commissioners  set  home,  as,  upon  the 
reports  from  abroad,  any  thing  that  they  could  do  would 
be  as  well  managed  by  (he  auditors  here.  When  they 
came  to  the  Committee,  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
Bouse  on  that  clause. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  if  Mr.  Bearcroft  had  been  found  so 
useful  here,  it  would  be  strange,  if  commissioners  residing 
here  with  greater  powers  than  he  had,  should  be  found  use* 
less.  It  was  very  erroneous,  therefore,  to  suppose  that 
those  offices,  would  be  sinecures.  Many  persons  would,  no 
doubt,  fly  to  this  country  to  escape  the  rigdur  of  the  in- 
quiry in  the  West  Indies,  and  it  was  proper  to  be  prepared 
for  this.  Besides,  the  commissioners  would  go  in  rotation 
to  the  West  Indies.  He  therefore  did  not  see  any  occasion 
for  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  amendment. 

Mr.  Perceval  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  procure 
competent  persons  to  go  to  the  West  Indies,  and  still  move 
so  if  they  were  to  go  in  rotation,  for  scarcely  anyone  would 
v  be  found  who  would  engage,  after  residing  here  two  of 
three  years,  to  go  to  the  West  Indies  afterwards,  because 
lie  could  not  know  bow  his  situation  might  be  be  changed 
In  the  course  of  that  time. — Mr.  Bearcroft  had,  besides,1he 
information  collected  in  the  West  Indies  to  guide  his  in- 
quiries here,  while  these  commissioners  would  have  no 
mora  knowledge  of  the  matter  than  the  regular  auditors  m 
ibis  country,  oy  whom  the  duty  might  be  equally  well 
performed.  He  could  not  conceive  what  employment 
there  could  be  for  those  of  the  commissioners  beve,  while 
only  two  went  to  the  West  Indies,  w^erc  Che  heaviest  duty 
lay ;  and  all  this  while  the  instance  of  Mr."  Bearcroft  was 
the  only  one  to  shew  that  there  was,  any  use  for  any  of  the 
commissioners  being  here  at  all. 

i'    Mr.  Fotin  explanation  said,  that  he  had  not  stated  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Bearcroft  was  the  only  ground  for  having 

*  commissioners  here.    He  merely  mentioned  it  as'  a  proof 
,  tbat  these  officers  here  could  not  be  considered  by^tbe  gen- 

*  ilemen  on  the  other  side  as  mere  sinfceftrtes.   '   - '  :      ?-T 
I*.,-*  The  House  then  went  into  the  committed,  ~  '•    *r  f\  7> 
_    Mp  Rose  proposed  as  an  amendment,  thatttarai  Wftsfc; 

India  commissioners  be  appointed  infcteaatrof  jfinej 
.  which -produced  a  debate,  in  which  Lord  Howick,'i8ir 
;  Williaih  Young,  Mr.  Perceval,-  the  rtiitomfy  Cttfcral'* 
:  Tfclr,  Morris,  and  Lord '  G&stlereagh  delivered  their  sen* 

tu&ents* 
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taraente.  An  observation  on  the  extension  of  court  pa- 
tronage intended  by  ibis  increased,  number  of  .commis* 
afineis,  called  up 

Air.  Fox,  who  addressed  the  Committee  with  much 
animation  "  Nonmeus  hie  sermo"  be  exclaimed.  He, 
thought  thq  last  administration  were  the  most  unfit  per* 
acms  to  make  suck  a  charge  against  their  successors*  It 
iras  true  the.  remark  did  not  escape  a  noble  lord,  whose 
practice  ia  a.. neighbouring  island,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  uiuop,  was  well  known;  for,  to  increase  patronage 
and  influence,  be  had  condescended  to  an  expedient  vul- 
garly called  giving  bribes,  but  more  politely  denomi- 
nated political  munificence.  At  least  his  lordship  should 
not  take  up  the  gauntlet,  which  had  been  somewhat  in** 

Erodently  thrown  down  by  an  honourable  friend  near 
im  (Mr.  Rose).  If  the  present  administration  were  tp 
be  implicated  in  the  same  offence  against  their  public 
duly,  in  only  one  hundredth  port  of  what  was  charge- 
able upon  his  lordship,  they  would  have  sufficient  men 
live  for  future  repentance. 

v  Lwrd  Henry  Petty  said,  the  commissioners  would  havfc 
l»  sinecure ;  they  fiad  accounts  to  the*  amount  of  three 
lutndml  millions  to  examine;:  amongst  these  was  one  of 
•Mr«  Valentine  Jones,  who  in  one  year  had  received  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  700,000/  and  whose  conduct  had 
.placed  him  in  a  very  serious  predicament.  . 
i! >  Aficrsome  further  discussions  bv  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  "Wtck- 
4am,  and  the  Attorney  General,  the  House  divided  on  the 
amendment.    The  numbers  were, 

Against  ;fc  ,••*..,,    91 
For  it    J  .«.,...    41 


Mr-  Perceval  and  Mr.  Hose  next  insisted,  that  the  com- 
aissmneiB  intended  to  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies  should 
have  the  duty  assigned  them  in  those  islands  on  the  face 
ef  the  bill. 

Ho  Fox  and  Lord  Henry  Petty  argued,  that  the  place 
ff  their  employment  would  be  more  properly  left  to 
*  tbe  direction  of  government,  who  would  regulate .  th%* 
natter  according  as  circumstances  should  vary  the  scene 
*  of  duty* 

M*J  Hairthora  then  quitted  the  chair,  aud  the  House 
••..  3  3  .     .  •   - 


« 
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being  resumed,  it  was  ordered  that  the  report  of  the-  bill  be 
received  on  Monday  next. 

AMERICAN    INTERCOURSE    BILL. 

Lord  Temple  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  American 
intercourse  bill. 

Mr.  Perceval  submitted  to  the  noble  lord  if  it  would  be 
proper  to  go  into  a  question  of  so  great  importance  at 
so  late  an  hour  (near  1 1  o'clock). 

Lord  Temple  said  the  learned  gentleman  and  his  friends 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  objections* 
to  it  on  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  as 
effectually  as  they  could  have  in  the  present  stage. 

Mr.  Pferceval  said,  as  he  thought  the  present  bill  one  of 
flic  very  highest  importance,  so  he  was  resolved  to  give  it 
the  earliest  and  most  ample  discussion  in  his  power,  which 
he  might  probably  repeat  on  the  after  stage  to  which  the 
noble  lord  alluded.  He  should  therefore  feel  it  his  duty, 
ev,cu  if  the  second  reading  were  moved  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  to  deliver  his  sentiments  fully  upon  it. 

The  Speaker  requested  of  gentlemen  to  observe  that  there 
were  petitions  and  counsel  against  the  bill. 

Lord  Temple  said  he  hadno  objection,  if  it  was  for  (he 
convenience  of  the  House,  to  agree  to  postpone  the  second 
reading.  He  Could  not  assent  to  it,  however,  either  as  an 
indulgence  to  the  learned  gentleman,  of  in  consequence  of 
the  threat  made  by  him. 

*  Mr.  Rose  conceived  the  bill  to  be  one  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  country.  It  "went  simply  to  this,  if 
we  should  permanently  "suspend  -th^  navigation  laws, 
which  had  been  the  chief  source  of  the  naval  strength  of 
this  country.  - 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  did  not  approve  of,  nor  could  he  con- 
ceite  any  catise  for  the  warmth  of  the  noble  iord  (Temple). 
tic  did  hot  like  that  time  of  night  for  going  into,  a  busi- 
ness of  such  importance  ad  thfe  present,  * 

Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Temple  explained.  ,  * 

-  Mr.  Fox  conceived  the  bill  'to  lie  highly  useful,  but . 
fcould  not  allow  it  to  be  by  any  means  vt  the  1inp6rtan<?& 
4tescribed.  It.  was  by  no  means  a  measure  of  a' penfia* 
.  nent  nature,  but  one- altogether  temporary.-'  PfeHher  was 
it  without  a  precedent.  Twenty  years  ago  the -naviga- 
tion acts*,  amorg.  many  others,  had-  been  suspended' ft*  a 
•  '  *  longer 
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longer  period,  he  trusted,  than  would  be  necessary  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Mr.  Rose  explained  that,  on  that  occasion,  it  was  <m\jr 
suspended    during    the  then  war.     Here  it  was   not.  for 
the  present  war,  but  a  general  suspension  during  every 
war  in  which  we  might  be  engaged. 

Sir  C.  Price  also  disapproved  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Fox  declared  his  readiness  to  confine  the  bill  to 
the  present  war ;  and  if  his  doing  so  could  remove  the 
Objections  of  other  gentlemen,  who,"  from  misconceiving 
the  effects  of  the  measure;  opposed  it;  he  would  evea 
consent  to  limit  its  durance  for  a  time  to  bfc  specified,  or' 
during  the  war. 

Mr.  Rose  replied,  that  he  objected  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill. 

Sir  C.  Price  wished  it  referred  to  a  committee  op  stairs. 

Lord  Temple  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Monday;  but,  at  the  request  of  Sir  C.  Price, 
agreed  to  postpone  it  till  Tuesday  ;  then  t6  stand  the  first" 
of  the,  orders. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  ffuskisson,  M r.  Van* 
sittart  stated,  that  he  believed  the  extraordirfaries*  of  the 
army  would  be  brought  forward  some  day  next  week. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Prussian  yarn  duty  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Gibraltar  and  Mu!«; 
ta  postage  committee.  The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and 
a  biFl  ordered  to  be  brought  ^accordingly. 

Mr.  Alexander  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  billfor  eon-^ 
firming  the  agreement  between  the  treasury  and  thq  Duke' 
of  Grafton,  ofthe  43d  of  his  Majesty.  ' 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  report  of  the  fo- 
reign linen  drawback  bill  was  ordered  to  be  received  oji 
Monday.. 

The  excise  office  regulation  bill  was  committed,  nnnV 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  consideration  oft  Wedncs-*" 
day,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.  % 

The  stamp  office  regulafiqn  and  post  office  rcgulatioa 
bills  were  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday.'  *  '  '  ". 

The  custom  fees  bill  was  committed  and  ordered  to  be 
reported  on  Monday. 

The  additional  assessed  tax  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

5fr.  Huskisson  gave  notice  that  he  should  then  move 

th*i 
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that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  divide  the 
bill  into  two— the  one  half  being  for  relief,  and  the  other 
for  an  additional  duty.— -Adjourned  at  twelve  o'clock  till 
Monday. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATURDAY;  JUNE  14. 

In  the  appeal*  Seymour,  an  infant,  3,  the  Earl  of  £us« 
ton  and  Lord  Henry  Seymour,  the  Solicitor  General  was 
heard  in  reply. 

Lord  Eldon  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  cajse,  and 
the  reasons  upon  which  bis  own  decree  was  founded,  and 
immediately  left  the  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  contended,  that  the  House  ought 
to  judge  of  the  case  entirely  according  to  the  evidence 
before  them — and  after  delivering  bis  own  opinion  at  con- 
siderable length,  concluded  by  moving  four  resolutions,  the 
objects  of  which  were  to  reverse  so  much  of  the  decree  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  as  authorises  the  appointment  pf 
the  Earl  of  Euston  and  Lord  Henry  Seymour,  as  guar* 
dians  of  the  appellant,  to  affirm  the  dismissal  of  the  appel* 
lanfs  petition  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  FiUher? 
bert,  as  her  guardian ;  and  lastly  to  appoint  the  Marquis 
aad  Marchioness  of  Hertford  as  "her  guardians. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph,  the  Earl  of  Romney,  and  Lord  Ellenboro^jb. 
The  last-mentioned  -noble  lord  wished  to  hear  from  the 
noble  marquis  some  declaration  of  his  intentions  respecting 
the  future  education  of  Miss  Seymour. 

The  Marquis  of  Hertford  ,declined  entering  into  any 
stipulations  respecting  hip  future  conduct  as  guardian  of 
Jfiss  Seymour.  He  should  ute  his  own  discretion,  as  ta 
suffering  her  to  remain  in  her  present  situation,  or  removing 
bet , from  it,  according  as  he  should  deem  it  most  advisable. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bills  upon  the 
table  having  been  forwarded  in  their  respective  stages,  the 
House  adjourned  till  Monday. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  16. 

The  House  proceeded  farther  in  flie  appeal €i  Graham  *. 
the  Countess  Dowager  of  Glcncairn,"  during  which  Lord 
EUenborough  sat  for  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Mr.  Grant  was 
heard  for  the  appellant,  and  the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland 
partly  for  the  respondent.  The  further  hearing  was  post- 
poned till  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Owen,  from  the  East  India  house,  presented  several 
papers  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House,  which  weits  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lard  Grenville  gave  notice  that  he  should  bring  forward 
bis  propositions  relative  to  the  judicature  of  Scotland  o& 
Wednesday  next,  for  which  day  the  lords  were  ordered  to 
be  summoned. 

Lord  Auckland  observed,  that  as  a  measure  was  about 
to  be  brought  before  Parliament  for  increasing  certain  aU 
lowances  to  seamen,  it  was  necessary  that  their  lordship* 
should  be  in  possession  of  information  upoii  the  subject 
when  it  came  under  discussion  in  that  House*  He  there- 
fore moved  for  several  accounts  relative  to  the  revenue- of 
Greenwich  hospital,  and  the  chest  at  Greenwich,  which 
were  ordered. 

.  The  Irish  malt  duty  bill  and  the  Chelsea  allowances  bill 
were  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  16. 

»  •  »' 

The  Irish  minor's  bill  was  brought  up,  read  a  first,  an4 
ordc'i-ed  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day.  ,? 

Sir  John  Sinclair  brought  up  the  report  of  the  commitfef 
on  the  forfeited -estates  in  Scotland.  Ordered  to  lie  <oirthe 
table,  and  to  be  printed.  -\\» 

The  Irish  election  law  amendment  bUUw&sJ^O^iiyH 
lead  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  seconcl  time  the 
next  day. 

The  report  of  the  Irish  militia  services  bill  was  brought 
ap,  and,  after  a  few  worcjs  from  Mr.  O'Hara,  the  bill  was 
*fti?rpd  to  be  recommitted  the  next  day. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Mehcux,  from  the  India  board,  presented  papers, 
pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  House.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Scotch  distillery  bill  was  Tcacl  a  second  time^  and 
ordered  to-be  committed  on  Wednesday. 

The  land  tax  commissioners'  bill  was  read  a  second  tirne^ 
tnd  ordered  to  be  committed  that  day  se'nnight. 

The  Gibraltar' and  Malta  postage  bill  was  brought  up, 
lead  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next 

The  Duke  pf  Grafton's  agreement  bill,  aod  the  Prussian 
jam  bill  were  brought  up,  read  a  first>  and  ordered  to  be 
lead  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

.  Sir  John  Newport  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  (o 
amend  the  Irish  spirit  licence  act  of  last  session.  Leave 
given. 

Sir  .John  Newport  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
irvive  and  amend,  an  act  of  the  Irish  parliament,  of  the 
28th  of  the  King,  for  appointing  commissioners  to  examino 
into  the^tateof  the  funds  and  revenues  of  the  schools  in 
Ireland *  He  stated  that  the  powers  of  this  act  had*  been 
continued  by  other  acts  up  to  the  year  96.  Though  great 
abuses  had  been  discovered,  no  legislative  measure  had  as 
jet  beenbrought  forward  for  remedying  these  abuses,,  and 
preventing  the  misapplication  of  the  funds  in  future.  The 
object  of  \1}Q  present  bill  was  (o  appoint  a  separate  enquiry, 
so  that,  from  a  comparison  of  the  various  reports,  some  data 
might  be  obtained  for  a  permanent  legislative  measure,  as 
the  subject  was  of  the  utmost  importance,    leave  given. 

Mr.  Bernard  requested  to  know  from  the  right  honour- 
able the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  far  Ireland,  if  k  was 
lis  intention  to  bring  forward  any  measure,  during  .this 
se&ion,  to  regulate  the  papc*  circulation  of  Ireland.  He 
stated  the  great  inconvenience  which  existed  in  that  coun- 
try on  account  of  the  great  issue  of  bank  paper,  and  the 
wwnerons  frauds  practised  by  persons  styling  themselves 
private  bankers,  who  were  not  possessed  of  any  real  pro- 
perty whatever.  The  country  of  Ireland,  he  knew  well,  ex- 
pected some  immediate  redress  upon  this  head,  and  looked 
with  considerable  anxiety  to  the  right  honourable  baronet, 
from  the  great  information  he  possessed  respecting  that  and 
other  subjects  relative  to  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 

Sir  John  Newport  replied,  that  he  certainly  had  intended 
to  bring  forward  certain  propositions  relating  to  that  sub- 

'      ject* 
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ject,  but  had  been  prevented  from  submitting  them  at  pre* 
sent,  in  consequence  of  several  failures,  which  had  produced 
considerable  distress  among  the  banking  companies  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  therefore  he  conceived  that  any  step  of  that  kind 
would,  for  the  present,  do  more  harm  than  good. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  House,  when  the  charges  against 
Lord  Wcttesley  should  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Wednesday  the  18th  inst.:  William  Cowper,  esq.  Johh 
Stracey,esq.  J.  Riley,  esq*  Lieutenant-colonel  Meric  Shaw, 
and  Henry  Strachcy,  esq, 

Mr.  Bankes  gave  notice,  that 'on  Wednesday  next,  in** 
mediately  after  reading  the  first  charge  agpinst  Marquis 
Wellesley,  he  should  move  that  the  House  should  entirely 
dismiss  the  same. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Charles  Price,  there  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  imports  and  ex* 
ports  from  this  country  to  the  countries  wfthin  the  Medi- 
terranean, down  to  the  latest  periods,  distinguishing  the 
British  ships  and  tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  from  the 
foreign. 

Sir  H.  Mildmajtobegged  to  learn  from  a  noble  lord  who 
sat  opposite  to  him,,  whether  any  measure  relative  to-anex* 
change  of  prisoners  between  France  and  '"ugland  had  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  two  governments.  He  was  induced  to 
put  this  question*  from  the  circumstance  of  certain  French 
naval  officers  having  been  allowed  to  return  to  France. 

Lord  Howick  replied,  that  no  exchange  of  prisoners  had 
yet  been  agreed  upon.  Some  persons  had  indeed  returned 
from  Franoc,  who  could  not  be  considered  in  the  light  of 

Sfisoners ;  he  meant  those  who  had  been  detained  on  the 
rcaking  out  of  the  war.  Only  one  naval  officer,  Captain 
Gower,  who  had  been  a  prisoner,  had- been  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  this  country,  and  he  had  come  on  his  parole. 

The  committee  on  the  assessed  taxes'  bill  was  postponed 
till  the  naxt  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  on  the  custom* 
house  fees'  abolition  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  farther  consideration  the  next  day. 

Mr.  llobhouse  rose  to  postpone  the  second  rending  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot's  debts'  bill.  Before  he  fixed  a  day  for 
that  purpose,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  Words  to  the  House. 
The  bill  had  now  been  three  months  before  them,  ancHhcro 
certainly  bad  been  full  time  for  the  consideration  of  it.    Be- 
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tides,  it  ought  ratber  to  be  considered  as  of  the  nature  of  a 
private  bill,  and  he  was  therefore  anxious  that  it  should 
pass  in  the  present  session.  He  certainly  felt  some  retao* 
fence  in  postponing  the  second  reading ;  but  hewas  un- 
willing to  press  it  in  the  absence  of  the  right  honourable 
secretary  (Mr.  Fox),  and  of  several  other  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  deliyer  their  opinions  upon  it. 

*  Mr.  Francis  pontendea  that  the  bill  was  of  a  public  na- 
ture, and  one,  indeed,  of  great  general  interest.  He  wished 
it  to  be  put  off  till  an  early  period  in  the  next  session,  that, 
"in  the  mean  time,  the  subject  might  receive  full  considera- 
tion. 

Mr,  Hobhouse  did  npt  mean  to  say,  that  the  bill  did  not 
effect  the  interests  of  the  public ;  but  as  the  interests  of  in- 
dividuals were  immediately  concerned,  he  had  brought  it 
forward  as  a  private  bill. 

The  Speaker  stated  that,  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
House,  it  was  certainly  a  private  bill. 

Mi;.  Ryder  observed,  that  any  unnecessary  delay  in 
passing  of  the  bill  would  subject  a  number  of  private  indi- 
viduals to  great  distress. 

Mr.  Francis  explained ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Thursday  next. 

TRIAL  OF  LORD  MELVILLE. 

• 

JHr.  IFhitbreqd  did  not  conceive  that  the  motion  which 
he  should  now  make  cquld  meet  with  any  opposition ;  and 
therefore  hq  should  content  himself  with  moving,  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  journals  of 
the  lords,  with  relation  to  their  proceedings  on  the  trial  of 
Henry  Viscount  Melville,  and  to  report  to  the  House  what 
{hey  should  there  find. 

Sir  II.  Mildmay  wished  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
give  some  explanation  to  the  House  respecting  the  object  of 
hip  present  motion. 

*  Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  that  some  kind  of  information 
pight  probably  be  obtained  from  the  lords1  journals  by 
which  the  House  might  be  regulated  in  their  future  proi 
ccedings  on  this  subject. 

*  -  Mr.  Dent  said,  that  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  he  seemed  co  think  that  the  House  was 
to  do  something  hereafter  in  this  matter.  He  therefor* 
wished  to  receive  some  information  of  what  it  might  be. 

J  Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  th^t  he  certainly  wished  to  make 


jokb  16.]  Greenwich  hospital.  179 

the  honourable  gentleman  as  wise  as  possible ;  but  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say  what  the  House  might  think  proper  to 
be  done  when  the  report  Was  before  then) .  He  apprehended, 
however,  that  it  would  be  material  for  the  House  to  know 
the  opinions,  of  the  judges  On  certain  questions  that  had 
teen  submitted  to  them. 

Mr,  Fuller  recbllected  that,  before  the  f  rial$  it  was  hinted 
that  the  expences  of  the  noble  lord  shduld  be  paid  in  the 
event  of  bis  being  acquitted.  He  begged  to  know  what 
was  intended  to  be  done  in  that  matter*  < 

Lord  Henry  Petty  replied,  that  the  noMe  lord  was  not 
entitled  to  it*  from  any  thing  that  had  been  said  oh  a 
former  occasion*  -However^  tnis  might  be  a  subject  for 
Aitare  consideration,  if  the  question  should  at  all  come  be- 
fore  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  Dund&s  begged  to  say  one  word.  He  undefstddd 
that  something  like  an  implied  promise  had  been  given; 
wheft  the  propriety  of  removing  the  proceedings  from  tb$ 
House  of  Lords  to  Westminster-hall  was  argued,  as  that 
had  occasioned  a  considerable  increase  of  expence  to  the 
defendant. 

Mr.  Whitbread's  motion  was  then  agreed  to^  and  a  cbin* 
mittee  appointed  accordingly. 

GREENWICH   HOSPITAL.  "- 

Lord  Howick  stated,  that  he  could  not  bring  in  his  bill 
relative  to  the  seamen  at  Greenwich  at  present,  owing  to  an 
informality,  tot  he  now  found  that  a  message  from  his  Ma* 
jesrty.  would  be  necessary.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  he- 
vrould  move  for  some  information  which  it  would  be  mate- 
rial for  the  House  to  possess.  He  accordingly  moved  for  a 
copy  of  the  minute  of  the  governor  of  Greenwich  hospital  of 
the  5th  inst.  relative  to  the  out-pensioners  and  wounded 


Mr*  Canning  highly  approved  of  this  measure,  and  he 
was  glad  that  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  one  too 
for  whom  he  had  the  utmost  respect,  intended  to  confer 
this  boon  by  the  mode  of  a  message  from  his  Majesty.  This 
example  had  before  been  referred  to,  and  he  was  happy  to 
see  that  he  adopted  the  practice  which  had  been  all  along 
recommended  from  that  side  of  the  House,  and  did  not  at* 
tempt  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  colleagues,  who  wished  to 
take  a  short  cut  to  popularity,  by  trenching  on  die  prero- 
gative* 

Aa2  Lord 
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Lord  Horrick  hoped  that  he  would  always  receive  with 
due  respect  any  expressions  of  esteem  or  regard  for  himself 
in  that  Hous*  ;  but  when  these  came  evidently  with  a  view 
to  contrast  his  conduct  with  that  of  his  colleagues,  they 
Were  such  as  he  had  ranch  rather  not  hear.  No  argument 
whatever  could  be  drawn  from  hid  conduct  on  the  present 
occasion  against  his  colleagues,  because  the  cases  were  to- 
tally different.  All  prize-money  was  by  law  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Crown,  and  when  it  was  intended  to  dispose  of  that 
money,  it  was  obvious  that  the  proper  mode  was  by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  King.  There  could  here,  therefore*  be  no 
contrast,  and  when  any  gentleman  wished  to  attack  his  col- 
leagues under  the  appearance  of  paying  a  compliment  to 
him,  it  was  a  sort  of  praise  which  he  was  very  little  disposed 
to  accept*  The  motion  was  then  agreed  to.  His  loraship 
further  moved  for  an  account  of  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  chest  at  Greenwich,  and  for  a  copy  of  the  minute 
of  the  supervisor  of  the  chest,  relative  to  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  seamen.  These  motions  also  were 
agreed  to. 

WEST  INDIA    AUDITORS. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  West-India 
auditors  bill. 

Mr*  Rose  said,  that  there  was  no  provision  here  that  any 
of  the  commissioners  should  go  the  West  Indies.  He  had 
therefore  an  amendment  to  propose,  which  was,  that  three 
of  the  commissioners  at  least  should  positively  go  to  the 
West  Indies. 

The  Speahr  informed  him,  that  his  amendment  ought 
to  be  brought  forward  as  one  to  the  body  of  the  bill.  He 
was  at  present  1o  put  the  question  that  the  blank  should  be 
filled  up  with  the  word  "  two,"  purporting,  that  two  com- 
missioners should  go  to  the  West  Indies.  If  this  should  be 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
amendment  must  be  proposed  in  a  subsequent  stage. 

Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne,  contended  that  it  was  absurd  to  send  only  two 
Commissioners  to  the  West  Indies,  where  thelmrthcn  of  the 
business  lay,  and  where  there  was  the  greatest  risk  of  mor- 
tality, white  three  remained  here  doing  almost  nothing. 
-'Mr.  Ryder  also  contended  that  most  .of  the  evidence 
might  be  better  taken  in  the  West  Indies,  and  therefore 
thought-  it  absurd  the  commissioners  abroad  should  not 
have  that  power  of  residing  which,  the,  commissioners  !iere> 
-  fead. 
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bad.    He  thought  the  measure  was  only  calculated  to  in* 
ctease  the  patronage  of  the  treasury. 

Lord  Henry  Petty,  Lord  Ho  wick,  and  Mr.  Morris,  on ' 
the  other  hand,  contended  that  the  burthen  of  the  business 
was  not  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  seemed  to  forget  that  this  commission  was  not  only  in*' 
tended  for  the  investigation  of  abuses,  but  also  for  the  bring- 
ing op  of  the  accounts  in  arrear. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  ' 
tfce  House  divided  on  Mr.  Rose's  amendment,  that  the 
blank  should  be  filled  up  with  the  word  "  three."  Ayes  SI. 
Noes  72.  ' 

Upon  our  return  to  the  galfety  we  found  Mr.*  Huskisson 
<m  his  legs,  urging  some  further  objections  to  the  bill.  To 
which  objections  Lord  Henry  Petty  replied,  alledging  that 
the  measure  was  calculated  to  secure  a  complete  and  speedy 
investigation  of  the  abuses  com  plained  of,  and  also  to  guard 
against  theirtecurrence. 

Mr.  Rose  repeated  his  former  assertion,  that  the*  places 
about  to  be  created  by  the  bill  would  be  mere  sinecures,  and 
serve  only  to  extend  ministerial  patronage.  This  assertion 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  expressed  his  resolution  to 
repeat  again  and  again,  however  it  might  be  resisted  by  the 
poble  lord,  who  ought,  in  his  judgment,  to  have  sought 
much  more  experience  before  he  had  ventured  to  originate 
a  measure  of  this  nature,  which  betrayed  a  total  ignorance 
of  official  business. 

Lord  Hawick  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  quarter  from 
which  the  House  had  just  heard  such  vehement  objections 
against  sinecures.     After  much   lofty  declamation  upon , 
political  purity ;  after  such  high  tones  of  independence, 
and  such  ardent  expressions  of  solicitude  for  the  economic 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  the  House  would  natu- 
rally look  for  some  evidence  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's sincerity,  and  no  doubt  that  sincerity  would  be 
evinced  very  soon,  perhaps  the  next  day,  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  s  resignation  to  his  Sovereign  of  the 
sinecure  which  he  himself  held.     With  regard  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  allusion  to  his  noble  friend  (Petty's) 
want  of  experience,  it  was  true,  the  noble  lord  observed, 
that  his  noble  friend  was  not  possessed  of  that  experience 
which  might  be  looked  for  from  a  veteran  in  office.   There' 
was,  however,  a  great  deal  of  the  experience  to  which,  per- 
haps, the  political  success  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

was 
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Vf9$  owing,  which  be  rather  thought  not  desirable  to  his 
table  friend ;  while  such  experienqe  as  was  really  valuable* 
could  not  be  difficult  of  attainment  to  that  assiduous  appli- 
cation of  active  talents  for  which  his  noble  friend  was  scT 
eminently  distinguished.    But  upon  the  subject  of. want  of 
experience  in  the  arrangement  of  this,  measure,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  dealt  in  fact  only  in  assertion ;  -for  expert 
rience,  even  very  recent,  was  iu  favour  of  that*  provision 
in  the  bill  of  which  the  right  hoiv  gentleman,  complained. 
It  was  notorious  that  in  consequence  of  the  pending  horaef 
one  oi  the  commissioners  from  the  West  Indies  in  the  courser 
of  the  last  administration,  the  inquiries  of  the  commissioners 
were  materially  assisted,  and  frauds  to  a  great  amount  were 
oiscovered  ;  therefore  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  as-,, 
sertion  was  not  entitled  to  credence.    It  was  strange,  the. 
noble  lord  observed,  how  resolute  th,e  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  bis  friends  were  to  carry  on  debate.   He  had 
hoped  that  the  debate,  on  this  subject  at  least,  was  at  an  end. 
before  that  evening ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
and  co.  still  determined  to  persevere — rather  more,  to.b0 
sure,  in  bringing  forward  accusations  against  ministers  than? 
in  adducing  arguments  against  their  measures*    Among-* 
those  accused  indeed  he  understood  the  right  honourable. 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  on  a  former  occasion  to  in*-;, 
elude  him,  principally,  as  be  was  informed,  in  consequence 
of  some  appointments  that  were  recently  made  in  the  de-» 
partment  over  which  he  had  the  honour  to  preside.     Had . 
he  been  present  at  the  time  the  accusation  was  made  by  that  * 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  most  probably  should  net  * 
have  felt  it  necessary  to  take  any  notice  of  it.    But  he  now- 
thought  it  proper  shortly  to  remark  upon  the  cases  fdluded 
to.    And  first,  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  Sir  A.  Haroond 
from  the  navy  board,  the  fact  was,  that  the  honourable  ba- ' 
rpnet  had  made  application  for  leave  to  resign  before  the 
patent  of  his  appointment  to  the  admiralty  was  actually 
made  out.     The  application  was  acceded  to,  and  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  recommend  that  the  honourable  baronet 
should,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  be  allowed  three-fourths  of 
his  salary  during  life.  At  the  same  time  he  had  to  mention, 
that  the  reason  of  this  grant  was  solely  on  account  of  the 
honourable  baronet's  length  of  services*     The  noble  lord 
added,  that  the  ground  of  the  honourable  baronet's  appli- 
cation for  leave  to  resign  was  indisposition,  and  conse- 
quently inability  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office ;  but 

yet 
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yet  be  was  happy  to  see  that  the  honourable  baronet  was  aj- 
iwtdy  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  attend  all  the  debates 
of  that  House  (a  laugh).  To  Sir  Andrew  Hamond  a  suc- 
cessor (Captain  Dickens)  was  appointed,  in  every  'point  of 
yiew  unexceptionable;  but  this  gentleman  being  disquali- 
fied by  illness  to  act,  Captain  Nicholls,  dn  officer  of  cha- 
racter equally  unquestionable,  was  substituted  for  him. 
Of  the  other  three  new  appointments  made  in  the  navaf 
department,  the  noble  lora  declared  that  so  far  from  giving 
any  view  to  patronage,  the  only  desire  was  to  procure  peir 
jons  capable  of  an  efficient  discharge  of  duty  in  a  branch  of 
service  where  such  efficiency  was  but  too  visibly  wanted  $ 
and  of  those  who  were  appointed  he  had  to  state  that  not 
'one  was  at  all  known  to  himself  or  any  of  his  colleagues  in 
•any  other  way  than  from  the  report  of  their  qualifications. 
There  was  a  fifth  appointment  about  to  be  made  in  his  de- 
partment to  which,  perhaps,  some  part  of  the  right  ho? 
nourable  gentleman's  censure  might  be  pointed  ;  that  was 
■tftfth  regard  to  Sir  Charles  Saxton's  office  at  Portsmouth  ; 
that  officers  «ge  unfitting  him  for  his  present  station,  was 
about  to  reire2  but  required  that  which  he  thought  it  his 
fdnty  to  resist,  namely,  that  he  should  be  alloweoto  retain 
the  whole  of  his  salary,  Upon  the  retirement  of  that  ho- 
nourable baronet,  the  noble  lord  stated  his  intention  of  re- 
commending an  officer  (Captain  Grey)  to  succeed  him,  his 
connection  with  whom  shonld  not  prevent  him  from  saying 
'that  he  was  folly  qualified  for  the  office.  With  respect  then 
to  the  conduct  of  the  navy,  the  noble  lord  felt  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  imputations  were  as  unfounded  as 
those  which  he  had  thought  proper  to  direct  against  the 
proceedings  of  his  noble  friend,  ^nd  the  measure  before  the 
fiouse. 


8QUSE   OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   JUKE   17. 

Strangers  were  for  some  time  excluded  during  a  discus- 
sion in  ihe  committee  of  privileges. 

After  the  doors  were  opened,  the  House  proceeded  fur-  - 
Jher  in  the  appeal  "  Graham  v.  the  Countess  Dowager  of 
Gtericairn,"  during  which  Lord  Ellenborough  sat  for  the  " 
Lord  Chancellor.    The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  was 

again, 
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again,  in  part*  heard  for  the  respondent.  Further  hearing 
on  Monday, 
A  person  from  Greenwich  -hospital  presented  several  pa* 

Sees  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  House,  which  were  or* 
cred  to  He  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed 
The  Jrfeh  malt  duty  bill,  and  the  Dublin  paring  bitt 
passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported, 

mutiny  BILL, 

Lord  Grenville  njoved  the  third  reading  of  the  raptioj 
.bilj. 

Lord  Hawkesburj/  said,  after  the  full  discussion  the  bill 
had  undergone,  lie  would  not  detainlheir  lordships  by  go* 
ing  over  the  same  ground  again.  His  object  now  wa£  to 
move  an  amendment,  which  was  calculated,  in  his  opinion, 
to  render  the  measure  before  the  House  less  objectionable, 
Muny  -of  the  arguments  urged  by  noble  lords  against  iho 
bill  still  remained  unanswered,  and  formed  in  lm  mind 
very  strong  objections  to  the  measure.  He  was  still  of  opl* 
nion,  that  if  a  choice  was  allowed  to  persons  enlisting  to 
enlist  either  for  life  or  for  seven  years,  that  ninety-nine  oat 
of  a  hundred  would  prefer  the  former.  The  only  fa^r  way 
of  tryiug  the  measure  in  this  way  would  be  to  allow  per&onf 
to  enlist  in  either  way,  giving  sixteen  guineas  bounty  for 
enlistment  for  life,  and  twelve  guineas  for  seven  years.  A$ 
it  was,  however,  decided  by  the  House,  that  enlisting  for 
a  limited  period  should  become  a  general  measure,  it  only 
remained  to  him  to  propose  what  he  conceived  would  be  a 
beneficial  alteration  of  that  period.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  enlisting  men  for  the  short  term  of  seven  years  would 
produce  little  benefit  to  the  army,  whilst  at  the  same  timp 
it  would  not  be  any  real  advantage  to  the  men  enlisted..  He 
thought  that  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  would  be  a  period 
much  more  likely  to  prove  advantageous.  Let  a  man  serve 
for  that  period,  and  then,  if  he  survived  the  contingencies 
of  the  service,  be  entitled  to  a  pension  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  The  army  would,  by  this  means,  always  have 
a  certain  number  of  experienced  soldiers ;  the  value  of 
whom  were  well  known  to  all  military  officers.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  if  men  were  enlisted 
for  only  seven  years,  they  would  become  restless  and  un- 
steady, and  the  army  not  derive  much  benefit  from  soldiers 
of  that  description*  •  The  present  bill  rendered  the  period 

of 
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of  military  service  shorter  in  this  country  than  it  was  in  any  t 
other  stale  in  Europe,  without,  as  he  conceived,  promising 
any  adequate  advantage.  On  the  cont  rary ,  great  inconve- 
nience must  necessarily  arise  from  such  a  system  in  drafting 
regiments,  and  with  respect  to  our  colonial  service.  His 
lordship,  after  recapitulating  some  of  the  former  argument* 
against  the  hill,  concluded  by  moving  to  insert  in  the  oath 
theperiod  of  twenty  years,  instead  of  seven* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  expressed  his  astonishment  that 
such  a  motion  should  come  from  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
On  a  former  evening  noble  lords  on  the  other  side  had  ar- 
raigned his  Majesty's  ministers  for  trenching,  as  they  air 
ledged,  on  the  King's  prerogative,  by  the  enactment  rela- 
tive to  limited  service  contained  in  this  bill,  and  now  they 
themselves  came  forward  to  propose  another  limited  period 
of  service,  which  was  as  much  an  invasion  of  the  King's 
prerogative^  according  to  their  own  arguments,  as  the  pro- 
position made  by  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He  thought  it 
wholly  unnecessary  to  argue  as  to  the  superior  inducement , 
Which  there  most  be  to  every  man  to  enlist  for  seven  year* 
rather  than  for  life,  as  such  a  disposition  was  clearly  dedu- 
ciMe  from  the  slightest  experience  of  human  nature.  The 
same  argument  was  equally  applicable  to  an  enlistment  for 
seven,  Instead  of  twenty  years.  If  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side  were  told  that  they  must  remain  in  a  state  of  sorrowing 
and  suffering,  as  it  had  been  termed  the  other  night,  for 
twenty  years  instead  of  seven,  they  would  doubtless  declaim 
loudly  against  it,  and  endeavour  to  make  the  period  of 
seven  years  still  shorter,  'the  opposition  made  to  this  . 
measure  appeared  to  him  very  singular,  as  the  principle  of 
enlisting  tor  a  limited  period  had  been  applied  by  noble 
lords  on  the  other  side  before  they  quitted  office,  to  the 
marines,  and  it  was  from  the  success  of  this  very  measure 
that  a  very  convincing  argument  was  to  be  deduced  in  fa- 
vour of  the  general  application  of  the  principle  to  the 
whole  army.  His  lordship  stated  an  order  made  on  the  3d 
February,  1806,  directing  men  to  be  enlisted  for  the  maf 
rides  for  a  limited  period  during  the  war,  and  read  extracts 
of  letters  from  General  Campbell,  to  prove  the  success  of 
the  measure  in  obtaining  recruits,  but  did  not  state  the 
numbers  enlisted.  As  to  the  objection  taken  by  the  nobhp 
lord,  with  respect  to  drafting,  it  was  well  known  that  when 
*  regiment  was  ordered  to  a  distant  clime,  or  on  foreign 
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service,  that  there  were  always  individuals  belonging  to  - 
that  regiment,  who,  from  age  or  other  causes,  were  inca- 
pable of  encountering  the  fatigue  of  a  voyage,  or  the  heat  of 
the  climate  to  which  the  regiment  was  destined,  and  who 
were,  therefore,  drafted  into  other  regiments.  If  this 
measure  was  carried  into  effect,  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
would  be  at  any  time  more  men  to  draft  on  account  of  their 
terms  of  service  being  near  expiring,  than  there  were  now 
for  other  causes.  Another  objection  had  been  taken  by  the 
opponents  of  this  measure,  as  totheexpence  with  which  it 
would  be  attended  ;  and,  he  must  say,  that  this  had  been 
most  unfairly  argued.  Those  who  had  argued  on  this 
ground,  had  included  in  their  estimate  the  pensions  given 
to  disabled  and  retired  soldiers,  when  it  must  be  evident  that 
these  pensions  were  what  soldiers  disabled  by  wounds  or  age 
were  jusly  entitled  to,  as  a  provision  for  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  and  that  they  formed  a  strong  inducement  on 
the  side  of  the  recruiting  service.  He  Mould  not  detain 
the  House  by  entering  into  any  further  discussion  of  the 
subject,  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  side  had  already 
been  fully  and  completely  answered.  He  should  therefore 
merely  declare  his  determination  to  oppose  the  amendment. 

Lord  Hawkesbury,  in.  explanation,  said  he  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  order  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
earl. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  argued  generally  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  and  objected  to  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  repeated  several  of  his  former 
arguments  against  the  measure,  and  denied  any  knowledge 
of  the  order  to  which  the  noble  earl  (Lauderdale)  had 
alluded.     He  supported  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  the  word  "  sevea" 
stand  part  of  the  bill,  which  was  carried.  The  bill  was 
passed,  and  a  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons 
to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Chelsea 
allowances  bill. 

A  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which  the  Earl  of 
Westmoreland,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  Duke  ef  Cumber* 
land,  and  Lord  Eldon  requested  information  from  noble 
lords  oh  the  other  side  as  to  the  probable  amount  of  the 
allowances  to  be  issued,  and  contended  that  it  was  unpre- 
cedented to  bring  a  bill  of  this  nature  before  Parliament 

T  without 
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without  some  previous  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  .ex*- 
pence. 

Lord  GienviNe,  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn,  the  Earl  of  Car* 
narvon,  Lord  Auckland,  and  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  con- 
tended, on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
an  estimate  of  anexpence,  the  amount  of  which  must  de- 
pend upon  future  casualties  and  contingencies,  and  that 
the  only  object  of  the  bill  was  to  give  the  soldier  a  legal  tide 
to  receive  those  allowances  which  might  be  hereafter  di- 
rected by  his  Majesty  and  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  Parlia- 
ment* 

Lord  Eldon  complained  that  the  bill  was  amazingly  un- 
intelligible. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  if  noble  lords  on  the  other  side 
would  stay,  he  would  endeavour,  as  far  as  his  poor  abilities 
would  allow,  still  further  to  explain  the  bill, 

•  Lord  Eldon  said  he  would  stay  as  long  as  the  noble  lord 
wished,  if  he  could  make  the  bill  intelligible. 

No  further  objection  was  made  to  the  bill,  which  passed 
through  the  committee,  and  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   JUNE    17. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  the  debate  on 
the  first  reading  of  the  globe  insurance  incorporation  bill 
wan  resumed. 

Sir  John  W.  Anderson  took  an  objection  on  the  ground 
of  there  being  two  companies  with  exclusive  rights  for 
making  marine  insurances. 

Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe  stated  that  the  unexpected  op- 
position brought  forward  in  an  unusual  manner  against  the 
first  reading  of  the  bill  in  question,  obliged  him  to  trouble 
the  House  wilii  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  and  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  explain  to  the  gentlemen  who  were 
not  in  the  House  on  Friday,  how  an  adjourned  debate  took 
place  upon  a  first  reading.  When  the  question  was  put  on 
that  day,  an  opposition  started,  and  before  any  reply  could 
be  made,  the  more  important  business  of  a  commission  and 
conference  with  the  Lords  necessarily  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
bate. The  objections  then  offered  were  the  bringing  forward 
the  (nil  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  sessions}  and  a  desire  of  an 
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Honourable  baronet  to  know,  whether  the  bill  contained  a 
clause  for  incorporating  all  the  insurance  companies.  Ilf 
the  honourable  member  who  took  the  first  objection  bad 
read  the  votes  with  his  usual  attention,  he  would  hare  seen 
the  reisons  assigned  by  the  petitioners,  and  as  these  reasons 
satisfied  the  House,  he  hoped  they  would  have  the  same 
efFect  upon  his  honourable  friend. 

Sir  Theophiius  said  that  the  plan  Upon  which  the  bill 
was  founded,  being  an  offer  to  pay  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  into  the  exchequer  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
•could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  the  interference  of 
the  Kind's  prerogative,'  which  obliged  the  petitioners  to 
submit  their  propositions,  in  the  first  instance,  to  that 
branch  of  the  executive  government  where  such  proposals 
were  always  investigated,  and  the  final  approval  of  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  and  privy  council  recommending  the 
introduction  of  the  bill,  was  not  made  known  till  the  9th  of 
the  month. 

With  respect  to  the  other  objection,  that  the  bill  did  not 
contain  a  certain  clansc,  a  little  consideration  would  satisfy 
the  honourable  member  that  such  a  clause  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted, as  every  company  desirous  of  obtaining  a  charter 
must  have  a  separate  act.  But  if  the  company  in  which 
the  honourable  alderman  has  an  interest  will  come  forward 
with  an  offer  to  give  the  public  an  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  the  measure  should  not  experience  from  him  any 
jealous  or  envious  opposition.  He  added,  that  as  it  was 
not  usual  to  oppose  a  bill  in  that  stage,  when  the  House 
was  ignorant  of  its  contents,  he  trusted  it  would  be  suffered 
to  go  to  a  second  reading,  when  every  member  would 
have  a  pnnte-l  opy,  by  which  the  merits  of  the  bill  would 
b«?  explained,  and  till  then  he  begged  leave  to  assure  th6 
House,  t!nt  in  his  opinion  the  measure  was  calculated  to 
promo: e  Mie  in'ercsl  of  the  public,  and  the  general  advan- 
tage of  the  com  ■mini  <y  at  lnrge. 

The  bill  wis  then  read  a  first' time,  and  ordered  for  a  se- 
cond read  in  or. 

•  Petitions  were  afterwards  presented  by  Sir  John  Ander- 
son and  Sir  W.  Curtis  from  several  insurance  companies 
airdris?  th<i  globe  insurance  incorporation  bill.  Ordered  to 
lie  o'i  tl»e  it»',V. 

Sir  J  *hn  Sind-ur  gave  notice  that  he  would,  the  next 
day,  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  report  of  the 

committee; 
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committee  on  t  be  bro»td-w  heeled  carriage  bill,  particularly 
to  that  part  of  it  which  related  to  the  number  of  outside 
passengers  allowed  upon  stage  coaches. 

The  Irish  export  and  import  bill,  and  the  Irish  spirit 
licence  bill,  were  read  a  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  the  next  day. 

Mr,  Meheux  presented  certain  papers  from  the  India 
House  pursuant  to  order.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  fable. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  for  ieaw  to  discharge  the  order 
for  committing  the  Irish  militia  services  bill,  with  a  view,  at 
the  right  honourable  baronet  stated,  afterwards  to  move  for 
withdrawing  the  said  bill  and  substituting  another  iji  its 
place,  which  should  be  free  from  the  objections  to  which 
the  measure  before  the  House  was  liable. 

Colonel  Bagwell  expressed  a  hope  that  the  right  honour- 
able baronet  would,  in  framing  the  new  bill,  a  tend  to  the 
objections  agiinstthe  former  bill,  which  were  communicated 
by  several  Irish  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in  the 
metsure. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed  that  this  was  not  a  measure  of 
the  present  administration,  but  of  their  predecessors.  In 
arranging  a  substitute  for  it  his  Majesty's  ministers  would 
of  course  foel  it  their  duty  to  consider  the  objections  al- 
luded to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  though  for  himself 
he  was  ready  to  say  that  several  of  these  objections  had  no 
"weight  on  his  mind.     The  bill  was  wi'hdrawn. 

The  Irish  election  regulation  bill,  the  Irish  miners'  bill, 
the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  post  bill,  the  Duke  of  Grafton's 
agreement  bill,  and  the  Prussian  yarn  bill  were  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  the  four  latter  were  committed  for  the  next 
day ;  the  first  was  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Thursday. 

The  production  of  certain  papers  relative  to  India,  which 
were  ordered  some  time  since,  but  which  were  not  yet  on 
ihe  table,  was  ordered  forthwith. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calvert,  that  a  return 
should  be  presented  to  the  House  of  the  informations 
brought  forward,  and  of  the.  convictions  and  compromises 
which  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  offences 
against  the  act  imposing  a  duty  on  malt,  for  ten  years, 
ending  in  June,  1806. 

Mr.  Wallace,  with  a  view,  as  he  stated,  to  shew  that  no 
blame  was  imputable  to  thalate  board  of  controul,  for  re- 
sisting the  product  ion  of  certain  papers  on  the  jubject  of 
x  India, 
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India,  on  the  ground  that  their  production  would  be  inju- 
rious to  the  public  interest,  moved  that  these  papers,  com- 
prehending the  correspondence  between  Lord  Wellesley  and 
Colonel  Scott,  in  the  years  1799,  1800-1,  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  which  was  not  already 
bit  the  table,  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  Morpeth  objected  to  the  motion  upon  the  same 
grounds  which  induced,  as  the  right  honourable  mover 
stated,  the  late  board  of  controul  to  meet  the  same  motion 
before.  The  part  of  the  correspondence  which  was  witb± 
beld  contained  particulars  relative  to  the  private  conduct  of 
tbeNabob  of  Oude,  which  it  would  be  highly  improper,  ia 
bis  opinion,  to  lay  before  the  public,  especially  as  they  re* 
lated  to  a  prince  at  present  in  amity  with  this  country.  The 
noble  lord  had  no  objection  to  afford  any  private  informa- 
tion desired  upon  this  subject,  but  he  would  resist  the  idea 
cf  giving  publicity  to  the  case  to  Which  the  motion  referred. 

Mr.  Paull  animadverted  upon  the  singular  ground  laid 
by  the  mover  of  this  proposition,  that  though  he  had  re* 
eisted  when  in  office,  the  production  of  certain  documents, 
ns  injurious  to  the  public  interests,  yet  still  he  would  press 
bis  successors  to  grant  precisely  the  same  documents.  He 
was,  however,  ready  to  support  this  motion,  as  he  wished 
the  House  to  have  the  fullest  information  relative  to  the  af- 
fairs of  India.  As  to  the  objections  which  were  expressed 
agninst  these  papers,  because  they  contained  some  state- 
ments upon  the  misconduct  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  he 
was  prepared  to  say  that  he  could  prove  such  misconduct' 
was  the  result  of  oppression,  injustice,  and  tyranny,  prac- 
tised towards  that  prince. .  It  was  idle  therefore  to  say  that 
the  real  motive  for  refusing  these  papers  was  a  desire  to  avoid 
injuring  the  character  or  feelings  of  that  prince.  There 
were,  however,  as  lie  wished  the  House  to  be  sensible,  seve- 
ral extracts  in  the  papers  moved  forj  which  had  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  conduct  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  but 
which  were  material  to  elucidate  some  part  of  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Wellesley, 

Sir  A.  tFe//esfrt/y  on  the  part  of  his  noble  relation,  de- 
sired that  nothing  might  be  brought  forward  which  could 
have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  even  though 
the  production  of  such  documents  might  be  somewhat  ad- 
vantageous to  his  own  case. 

After  ^orae  further  remarks  from  Mr.   Calvert,    Mr. 

Holfqrd. 
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Holfbrd,  Mr*  Alexander,  Mr.  Rose,Mr.  Paull,  and  Sir  A. 
Wellesley,  Jthe  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  certain  accounts  relative 
to  Chelsea  hospital,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  Paull  asked  the  noble  lord  <Temple>  whether  it  was 
his  object  to  press  coming  to  a  final  vote  upon  the  charge 
against  Lord  Wellesley  the  next  day .  He  was  induced  to 
apply  for  information  upon  this  point,  as  there  were  several, 
gentlemen  as  well  as  himself  who  did  not  .clearly  under- 
stand  the  noble  lord's  object.  It  certainly  would  be  rather 
singular  if  the  noble  lord  should  press  tor  a  final  decision 
upon  the  charge  the  very  same  day  on  which  the  evidence, 
respecting  it  was  to  be  examined. 

Lord  Temple  replied  that  his  object  was  to  prevent  delay 
in  the  investigation  of  this  business ;  and  his  motion  simply , 
was,  that  if  no  motion  upon  the  subject  should  be  made 
the  next  day  by  any  other  person,  he  should  feel  it  bis  duty 
to  bring  it  forward.  The  honourable  gentleman,  therefore, 
having  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  the  next  day,  his  pur- 
pose was  answered,  and  he  meant  to  give  way  to  the  lion, 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Paull  called  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that 
his  notice  on  this  subject  was  given  the  day  before  the  de- 
bate took  place  upon  the  noble  lord's  motion,  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  judgment  of  the  House,  whether  any  delay 
m  the  prosecution  of  this  business  was  attributable  to  him. 

Lord  Temple  presented  petitions  from  the  merchants, 
planters  and  agents  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  against  th£ 
slave  trade  abolition,  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel, 
upon  the  second  reading  of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  he  meant  immediately  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  this  bill ;  but  that  the  petitioners* 
counsel  might  as  well  be  heard  upon  the^report. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  as  was  a 
petition  to  the  same  effect,  presented  by  Mr.  Rose,  from 
several  ship-owners. 

The  bill  was  read  asecond  time  and  committed  for  Thurs- 
day, Mr.  Fox  stating,  that  if  business  pressed  on  Thursday 
lie  w&uld  move  to  postpone  the  committal  of  this,  bill  till 
Friday. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple,  the  thread-lace  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  re-committed  the  next  day. 

Mr- 
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Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Irish  port* 
road  act. 

Mr.  Ker  proposed  a  olause,  that  the  expence  to  be  incur* 
Hed  under  this  bill  should  be  levied  upon  the  county  at* 
large,  and  not  upon  the  particular  barony  through  which 
any  new  road  mi^ht  pass. 

Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  M'Naghten  recom- 
mended rather  to  leave  this  part  of  the  arrangement  to  the 
discussion  of  the  several  grand  juries,  who  werf  best  com* 
petent  to  judge  of  the  local  circumstances  in  which  it 
would  be  right  to  act  upon  the  honourable  mover's  propo- 
sition, or  the  contrary. 

The  clause  was  withdrawn. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
&  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Hawthorn  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  supply  relative  to  the  grant  of  compensation  to  Messrs. 
Chalmers  and  Cowie,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  West  India  auditors  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Iiord  Henry  Petty  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
on  Monday  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  more  effectually 
auditing  the  public  accounts  of  this  country. 

AMERICAN   INTERCOURSE    BILL. 

.  Lord  Temple  moved  the  order  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  American  intercourse  bill ;  and,  upon  the  motion  that 
counsel  should  be  called  in  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners 
against  the  said  bill, 

Mr.  Rose  said,  no  man  in  this  House  rates  the  abilities  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  Fox) 
more  highly  than  I  do,  but  he  has  not  considered  this  sub- 
ject with  the  attention  it  merits.  He  says  the  bill  under 
consideration  repeals  no  law.  It  is  true,  Sir,  the  word 
"  repeal"  does  not  occur  in  it ;  but  the  enactments  do  ef* 
fectually  and  expressly  remove  all  the  colonial  restraints  in 
the  navigation  act,  the  principle  of  which  was  established 
as  early  as  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second ;  further  regu- 
lations were  made  for  the  benefit  of  British  shipping  in  sub* 
sequent  reigns,  till  that  of  Charles  the  Second,  when  the 
system  was  brought  to  nearly  its  present  state  of  perfection* 
"Under  the  wise  and  provident  restrictions  of  the  law  then 
passed,  our  naval  power  has  grown  to  its  present  strength  ; 
it  is  on  that  ground,  I  contend,  no  permanent  alterations 

should 
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should  suddenly  be  adapted : — the  distinction  bitween  a 
repeal  and  a  perpetual  suspension,,  as  in  this  cusp,  will  be 
found  to  be  rather  a  niee  one.  The  act  of  the  12th  of 
Charles  the  Second,  cb.  IS.  provides  that  nothing  shall  be 
imported  into,  or  exported  from  the  plantations,  except  in 
British  ships,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  ships,  &c.  &c*  &c* 
Under  this  bill  the  importation  and  exportation  in  foreign 
vessels  into  and  from  our  islands  is  unlimited ;  but  we  are 
told,  that  in  point  of  fact,  tbi*  act  has  been  suspended  from 
time  to  time,  the  truth  of  which,  during  the  last  and  pre* 
sent  war*  partially  and  for  limited  periods,  I  admit ;  but 
thit  was,  however,  done  under  a  severe  and  strict  respond 
nihility  of  the  governors  of  the  several  islands,  who  were 
amenable  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  their  conduct,  and  on 
whose  representation  their  indemnity  from  Parliament  de« 
ponded  ;  there  was  therefore  reasonable  security  against  the 
misapplication  of  their  power,  and  that  i&  completely  re* 
scinded  by  this  measure.  We  are  told  indeed  that  the 
responsibility  is  only  shifted  to  his  Majesty's  ministers ; 
what  reliance  we  may  have  on  that  may  be  judged  from 
what  fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  pro* 
femes  a  decided  opinion  that  this  is  indispensably  necessary 
in  time  of  war,  and  thinks  it  may  be  nt  to  be  continued 
also  in  peace.  Such  sentiments  from  an  authority  so  high 
and  respectable  are  seriously  alarming  :  and  if  acted  upon, 
a  deadly  blow  will  be  given  to  our  naval  power.  I  will 
bring  under  the  view  of  the  committee  as  shortly  as  I  can, 
the  regulations  made  for  governing  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  the  American  States,  frbm  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  the  latter  from  the  former.  After 
the  coa elusion  of  the  American-  war,  the  new  situation  in 
which  we  were  placed  by  this  eVent,  led  to  an  act  being 
passed  in  1783,  to  enable  his  Majesty  by  orders  in  council 
to  make  regulations  for  carrying  on  the  trade  with  America, 
under  the  authority  whereof  a  proclamation  was  issued, 
confining  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  our  co« 
lonies  to  British  ships  exclusively.  At  that  restriction  the 
assembly  of  Jamaica,  and  the  West  India  proprietors  in 
general  became  greatly  alarmed,  and  rnaae  lively  and 
strong*  remonstrances  to  the  council  against  it,  urging  that 
the  consequences  of  it  must  be  ruinous  to  the  islands. 
These  complaints  were  immediately  attended  to,  and  the 
parties  were  fully  and  patiently  heard  before  the  committee 
lor  trade ;  they  were  permitted  to  produce  evidence  as  Ion* 
Vol.  III.   1805-6.  Cc  2 
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as  thfeyhad  any  to  oficr,.  and  all  other  persons  were  called 
upon  who  wore  thought  likely  to  throw  any  light  on  the 
subject,  including  merchants  resident  in  Great  Britain, 
late  governors  in  America,  and  British  settlers  in  that  coun- 
try. This  enquiry,  conducted  with  the  utmost  impartiality, 
lasted  two  or  three  months,  and  ended  in  a  report  recom- 
mending that  the  proclamation  confining  the  trade  to  Bri- 
tish ships  should  be  enforced.  It  could  indeed  have  no 
other  termination,  as  it  was  satisfactorily  proved  to  the 
Lords  that  the  supplies  to  (he  inlands  might  be  regularly 
furnished  in  these  ships  at  moderate  prices  ;  and  that  the 
sale  of  rum  would  not  thereby  'be  prejudiced.  The  trade 
was  accordingly  so  carried  on  from  thatyear(1784)to  J793, 
without  the  slightest  inconvenience  having  been  expe- 
rienced in  either  of  those  respects  by  the  islands ;  they 
Were  plentifully  supplied  with  lumber  and  pjr6visions  at 
moderate  prices*  ana  they  found  a  ready  ana  fair  market 
lor  their  rum  and  melasses.  The  good  effects  of  this  adher- 
ence to  the  navigation  laws,  were  as  striking  as  they  are 
incontrovertible,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  rapid  increase  of 
colonial  shipping,  contrary  to  the  assertion  of  the  West 
India  planters  before  the  committee  for  trade  in  1785,  who 
then  stated  that  any  shipping  being  fitted  from  the  i 
was  hopeless. 

'  Ships. 

In  1790.  belonging  to  the  7   -nfi 

West  India  islands  J  /uo 
In  1804,  reduced  to  -  -  67 
To  continental  colonies  in  \  ooo 

1790  J  *** 

In  1804    -  -100 

In  1792,  Britishshipsinthej   Ig7 
American  trade  inwards    3 

1794'    -     do.  .11 

It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  the  -whole  of  the 
falling  off  of  the  ships  from  Great  Britain  was  not  owing  to 
the  suspension  of  the  navigation  acts,  as  there  were  other 
causes  that  contributed  to  that. 

I  have  already  admitted  that  the  governors  of  the  islands 
began  so  early  as  the  year  1793,  or  1794,  to  relax  from  a 
due  observance  of  the  navigation  laws,  and  I  believe  it  was, 
in  most  instances  at  least,  necessary  they  should  do  so :  be- 
cause, on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  the  trade  in  BritUh 
ships  was  much  interrupted,  and  measures  were  not  taken 

for 
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for  furnishing  regular  convoys :  the  suspensions  were* 
however,  only  partially  restrained  to  particular  articles,  as 
well  as  limited  in  time — and  on  the  appointment  of  a  no* 
Me  duke  and  myself  to  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency 
of  the  board  of  trader  in  1804,  we  made  enquiries,  the  re* 
suit  of  which  inclined  us  to  think,  that  even  during  war, 
the  terms  of  the  proclamation  alluded  to  might  be  acted 
upon,  if  convoys  could  be  furnished.  Instructions  were 
indeed  sent  out  to  the  governors  in  the  West  Indies  in  1804, 
and  1805,  in  consequence  of  communications  from  the 
committee  of  trade,  that  occasioned  the  .relaxation  of  the 
navigation  laws  to  be  very  much. narrowed,  ami  fortified, 
by  which  the  governors  were  preparing  the  islands  for  an 
adherence  to  them,  except  in  cases  of  real  and  urgent  no* 
cessity .  The  governor  of  Barbadoes,  in  particular,  strongly 
expressed  thq  support  he  derived  from  his  instructions,  and 
his  hope  that  he  should  succeed  to  the  extent  desired, 
making  great  complaints  of  the  unnecessary  interference  of 
foreigners  with  our  colonial  navigation,  and  of  the  illicit 
practices  of  the  Americans  in  particular*  In  other  island* 
the  supplies  in  neutrals  were  restrained,  as  far  as  related  to 
provisions,  but  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill,  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  late  committee  of  trade,  will  be  iw« 
dered  utterly  useless,  and  the*  whole  trade  to  our  colonies 
will  be  completely  thrown  open  to  foreigners.  We  are  toliL 
however,  that  this  is  a  measure  of  absolute  neoessity.  I 
deny  that — it  is  also  denied  by  persons  much  more  capuble 
of  forming  a  correct  judgment  on  the  point  than  any  of  U£ 
in  this  committee. — What  is  it  then  v.e  ask  ?  Not  that  our 
opinion  shall  at  once  be  acted  upon,  but  that  an  enquiry 
shall  be  had  to  prove  who  is  right,  and  that  a  determination 
may  be  taken  conformably  thereto.  I  will  undertake  posi- 
tively that  such  an  enquiry  shall  be  gone  through  in  four 
or  five  days,  at  the  utmost,  before  a  committee  up  stairs, 
which  would  not  delay  the  progress  of  the  bill  a  single* 
hour ;  if  that  shall  be  granted,  1  have  good  reason 4o  believe 
it  will  be  proved  to  demonstration  that  the  opinion  enter* 
taiued  by  the  noble  duke  before  alluded  to,  and  myself, 
respecting  a  regular  supply  (o.the  islands  in  British  ships, 
is  a  correct  one ;  there  are  merchants  of  the  highest  re* 
spectability,  and  ship-owners,  who  are  ready  to  embark  in* 
circuitous  trade  from  hence  to  America,  the  West  Indies, 
and  home,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  assnred  of  convoys,  if 

this  bill  shall  be  dropped that  .can  be  proved  before  a 
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committee.  Will  you  then  refuse  to  men  entitled  toevery 
attention  that  can  be  shewn  to  them,  the  opportunity  of 
Establishing  these  facts  by  proof,  when  no  possible  incon- 
venience can  arise  from  your  doing  so  ?  I  believe  there  is 
ho  insfanceof  an  enquiry  being  refused'  in  such  a  cnyc: 
what  then  will  be  thought  of  r>nr  proceedings  if  we  should 
fchut  our  doors  against  such  petitioners  as  are  now* before  us, 
^vho  tell  us  we  are  about  to  adopt  a  measure  as  injurious  to 
4he  country,  as  it  must  be  ruinous  to  them  ;*  and  that  if 
we  withhold  our  hand?,  their  ships,  now  rotting  by  the 
wftl'.s,  will  find  profitable  employment?  Has  this  been 
asked  for  ?  if  by  any  body,  let  us  know  by  whom.  Since 
4be  bill  came  into  the  House,  some  West  India  gentlemen, 
^ho  now,  as  on  other  occasions,  expressed  an  approbation 
l>f  it  ; — if  an  enquiry  is  granted,  the  petitioners  undertake 
io  shew  to  those  gentlemen  that*  they  could  nol  sutler  by  the 
navigation  laws  being  enforced,  that  they  would  send  out 
ships,  and  settle  correspondences  to  ensure  a  regular  and 
ampler  supply  for  the  islands,  which  would  ensure  incrensed 
means!  for  Wmging  home  the  crops,  whereas  it  tras  notori- 
ous th^t  for  wan>  of  a  sufficiency  of  ships  in  the  trade, 
more  than  twenty  thousand  hogsheads  of  sugar  were  left  in 
Jamaica  m  the  last  years,  and  great  quantities  in  the 
Leew4rd  islands.  Can  his  Majesty  s  ministers,  under  such 
^circumstances  as  these,  refuse  an  enquiry  ?  Can  fhey  so 
treat  mrn  entitled  to  respect  and  consideration?  And  I 
-will  venture  to  ask  also,  will  they  so  set  at  defiance  thfe 
jmblic  opinion  ?  without  being  able  to  suggest  any  reason 
whatever  for  such  arefusal,  for  as  yet  ve  h.ive  heard  none, 
nor  can  I  form  an  imagination  of  a  plausible  one.  If  they 
'are  confident  they  are  right,  why  not  tnkc  io  themselves 
the  triumph  of  proving  that,  and  exposing  our  error  ?  By 
tefusing  investigation ,  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  all 
.impartial  people  must  be  unfavourable  to  ministers  ;  therb 
has  been  no  enquiry  even  before  the  committee  of  trade  to 
justify  this  measure,  a  thing  likewise  unheard  of.  The 
noble  lord  has  suggested  the  difficulties  thai  may  attend 
regular  convoys  being  granted,  from  the  gigantic  efForsof 
our  enemies  for  the  destruction  of  our  trade  in  this  war  ; 
*rhat  answer  has  been  given  by  the  admiralty  to  the  ques- 
tion to  them  resecting  convoys  before  I  left  the  committee 
for  trade  I  cannot  tell ;  but  after  the  almost  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  naval  power  of  all  ourenemres,  I  did  not  expect 
to  hear  any  dread  expressed  of  their  gigantic  efforts  on  the 

seas; 
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seas  ;  I  certainly  entertained  a  hope  that  one  of  the  'good 
♦consequences  of  our  great  and  brilliant  naval  victories 
would  be  a  facility  in  protecting  our  trade  in  every  part  of 
the  world. 

I  cannot  be  less  anxious  than  the  noble  lord, or  any  other 
member,  that  there  should  be  no  uncertainty  or  fhiciuatioh 
in  the  supplies  to  the  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  as  I 
have  as  deep  an  interest  there,  in'  proportion  to  ray  whofe 
fortune,  as  most  men  in  this  country ;  many  of  my  neaiest 
'connections  have  also  considerable  property  in  them  :  that 
consideration,  however,  -  cannot  turn  my  attention 'from 
oilier  interests  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature ;  but 
kt  me  not  be  understood,  to  take  any  great  merit  to  myself 
in  that  respect,  because  I  amactingunder  a  conviction  that 
the  iblands  'would  be  as  iregularly  and  as<well  supplied  in 
British  ships,;a<  they  arc  now  even  in  time  of  war,  if  convoys 
can  be  furnished.   In  ti'me  of  peace  nobody  can  doubt  H-— 
experience  has  put  that  matter  completely  out  of  doubt.     I 
irusfc,  therefore,   the  right  lion*  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  will 
reoonsider  his  opinion  of  the  probafble  necessity  for  relax- 
ing our  navigation  laws*in  peace,  as  the  promulgation  of  it 
may  , do  incalculable  mischief  if  uncontradicted.     If  we 
4ook  \o  the  ehVct  likely  to  be  produced  Ijy  this  measure  to 
.our  continental  colonics,  *e  shall  not  find  the  ground  of 
objections  weaker :  the  system  which  has  been  pursued 
- Atnce  1784,  has  been  nearly  as  mischievous  to  these  as  to  our 
navigation ;  instead  of  advancing  rapidly  in  cultivation 
'  as  they  were  doing  previously  to  that  time,  that  has  been 
checked,  and  their  trade  wiih  the  West  Indies  has  fallen  off 
very  considerably,  as  appears  by  the  accounts  on.  your 
table.     This  evil  is  the  more  serious,  and  should  be  the 
mote  guarded  against,  as  in  the  event  of  a  breach  with 
America,  it  is  on  our  remaining  settlements  on  the  conti- 
nent that  the  West  Indies  must  principally  rely  for  their 
supplies. 

On  looking  on  this  bill  apparently  so  simple  in  its  pro- 
visions, gentlemen  are  not  aware  how  many  important  in- 
terests are  likely  to  be  injured  by  it.  The  American  ships 
which  supply  our  islands  with  lumber  and  provisions,  do 
not  confine  themgrivsto  these  articles,  nor  indeed  does  this 
bill  restrain  them  to  such  ;  they  have  been  in  the  practice, 
as  we  have  learned  from  the  governor*  and  naval  command- 
os, as  well  as  from  seizures  made  of  cargoes  to  the  islands, 
great  quantities  of  East  India  piece-goods,  (which  from  the 

.    superior 
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committee.  Will  you  then  refuse  to  men  entitled  to ? very 
attention  that  can  be  shewn  to  them,  the  opportunity  of 
Establishing  these  facts  by  proof,  when  no  possible  incon- 
venience can  arise  from  your  doing  so  ?  I  believe  there  is 
ho  instance  of  an  enquiry  being  refused  in  Mich  a  cn>r: 
what  then  will  be  thought  of  nnr  proceedings  if  we  should 
fchut  owr  doors  against  such  petitioners  as  are  nowbefore  us, 
^iho  tell  us  we  are  about  (o  adopt  a  measure  as  injurious  to 
4he  country,  as  it  must  be  ruinous  to  them ;'  and  that  if 
VfC  withhold  our  hand?,  their  ships,  now  rotting  by  the 
wftlls,  will  find  ffrofitable  employment?  Has  this  been 
«sl<ea  for  ?  if  by  any  body,  let  us  know  by  whom.  Since 
'the  bill  came  into  the  House,  some  West  India  gentlemen, 
\ho  now,  as  on  other  occasions,  expressed  an  apptobation 
fef  it  ; — if  an  enquiry  is  granted,  the  petitioners  undertake 
io  shew  io  those  gentlemen  tbnt  they  could  nol  suffer  by  the 
navigation  laws  being  enforced,  that  they  wonld  send  out 
'ships,  and  settle  correspondences  to  ensure  a  regular  and 
*fcmplesupply  for  the  islands,  which  would  ensure  increased 
'means'  for  Winging  home  the  crops,  whereas  it  was  notori- 
ous that  for  warit  of  a  sufficiency  of  ships  in  the  trade, 
more  than  twenty  thousand  hog.*  heads  of  sugar  were  left  in 
Jamaica  in  the  last  years,  and  great  quantities  in  the 
LecwArd  islands.  Can  his  Majesty  s  ministers*  under  such 
•circumstances  as  these,  refuse  an  enquiry  ?  Cat!  they  so 
treat  mm  entitled  to  respect  and  consideration  ?  And  I 
-will  venture  to  ask  also,  will  they  so  set  at  defiance  thfe 
public  opinion  ?  without  being  able  to  suggest  any  reason 
tvhatcver  for  such  arefusal,  for  as  yet  ne  hare  heard  none, 
Hor  can  I  form  an  imagination  of  a  plausible  one.  If  they 
-are  confident  they  are  right,  why  not  take  to  themselves 
the  triumph  of  proving  that,  and  exposing  our  error  ?  Br 
refusing  investigation,  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  all 
.impartial  people  must  be  unfavourable  to  ministers  ;  therfe 
has  liecn  no  enquiry  even  before  the  committee  of  trade  to 
justify  this  measure,  a  thing  likewise  unheard  of.  The 
noble  lord  h:is  suggested  the  difficulties  that  may  attend 
regular  convoys  being  granted,  from  the  gigantic  efFor'sof 
our  enemies  for  the  destruction  of  our  trade  in  this  war  ; 
%hat  answer  has  been  given  by  the  admiralty  to  the  ques- 
tion to  them  respecting  convoys  before  I  left  the  committee 
for  trade  I  cannot  tell ;  but  after  the  almost  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  naval  power  of  all  our  enemies,  i  did  not  expect 
to  hear  any  dread  expressed  of  their  gigantic  efforts  on  the 

seas ; 
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teas  ;  I  certainly  entertained  a  hope  that  one  of  the  good 
-consequences  of  our  great  and  brilliant  naval  victories 
would  be  a  facility  in  protecting  our  tirade  in  every  part  of 
the  world. 

I  cannot  be  less  anxious  than  the  noble  lord r or  any  other 
member,  that  there  should  be  no  uncertainty  or  fluctuation 
in  the  supplies  to  the  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  as  I 
have  as  deep  an  interest  there,  in'  proportion  to  my  whole 
fortune,  as  most  men  in  this  country  ;  many  of  my  nearest 
'connections  have  also  considerable  property  in  them  :  that 
consideration,  however,  •  canroot  turn  my  attention  from 
other  interests  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature ;  but 
let  me  not  be  understood,  to  take  any  great  merit  to  myself 
in  that  respect,  because  I  am  actin g under  a  conviction  that 
the  ibiands  would   be  as  regularly  and  astwell  fupplied  in 
British  jib  ips,  ,a^  they  arc  now  even  in  time  of  war,  if  convoys 
can  be  furnished.   1  n  ti'me  of  peace  nobody  can  doubt  rt-«- 
experience  has  put  that  matter  completely  out  of  doubt     I 
irust,  therefore,  the  right  hon*  gentleman  (Mr,  Fox)  will 
reconsider  his  opinion  of  the  probable  necessity  for  relax* 
ing  our  navigation  laws»in  peace,  as  the  promulgation  of  it 
may  do  incalculable  mischief  if  uncontradicted.     If  we 
•look  to  the  effect  likely  to  be  prod  need 'by  this  measure  to 
.our  continental  colonics,  *e  shall  not  find  the  ground  of 
objections  weaker :  the  system  which  lias  been  pursued 
atnee  1784,  has  been  nearly  as  mischievous  to  these  as  to  our 
navigation;  instead  of  advancing  .rapidly  in  cultivation 
•  as  they  were  doing  previously  to  that  time,  that  has  been 
checked,  and  their  trade wiih  the  West  Indies  has  fallen  off 
very  considerably,  as  appears  by  the  accounts  orj  your 
table.     This  evil  is  the  more  serious,  and  should  be  the 
more  guarded  against,  as  in  the  event  of  a  breach  with 
America,  it  is  on  our  remaining  settlements  on  the  conti- 
nent that  the  West  Indies  must  principally  rely  for  their 
supplies. 

On  looking  on  this  bill  apparently  so  simple  in  its  pro* 
vision*,  £entieraen  are  not  aware  how  many  important  in- 
terests are  likely  to  be  injured  by  it.  The  American  ships 
.which  supply  our  islands  with  lumber  and  provisions,  do 
not  confine  damsel  vs  to  these  articles,  nor  indeed  does  this 
bill  restrain  them  to  such  ;  they  have  been  in  the  practice, 
as  we  have  learned  from  the  governors  and  naval  command- 
ers, as  well  as  from  seizures  .  made  of  cargoes  to  the  islands, 
gnat  quantities  of  East  India  piece-goods,  (which  from  the 

.   superior 
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seamen,  the.  ship^ng  of  Great  Britain  find  of  her  colonic* 

is,  it  is  not  exclusively  to. (hat  we  are  to  look  for  resources | 
the  fisheries  both  at  home  and  on.tha  coaate  of  Ouf  conti- 
nental, colonies,  as  well  as  at  Newfoundland*  are  very  e*> 
tensive  and  important  sousws;.  a.  duQencoun^mentgivea 
to  them  might  be  essentially  useful,  and  atTorAflnoihcf  i*** 
son  for a.due observance, of  the navigation  Uws» 

After  all  I  liaye  said,  however,  in  favour  of,  maintain* 
ing  those,  I  do  not  mean  to  contend  they  ought  opt  in  any 
instauce  to  be  deviated  from)  I  could  not  indeed  consul* 
eutly  do  so,  because  I  have  acted  otherwise  >  in  crises  that 
np<mt-  be  beneficial  to  our  commerce  and  manufactures^ 
and  could  not  be  injurious  to  our  navigation,  lUeje  is  an 
^ct,  43  (jjeo»  III.  chap.  153*  .sec.  16.  in  force  to  permit 
neutral  ships  to  come  from  enemies9  ports,  from  whence* 
o£  course,  no  British  ship  can  come;  and  another,. 42 
Geo.  UI.  chap.  80.  continued  by  44  Geo.  III.  chap.  £0* 
"which  repealed  all  the  suspended,  ^cis  of  the  last. war,  add 
cpnfiniug  the  importation  in  neutral  ships  to  the  produce 
of  foreign  possessions  iu  the  West  Indies,  the  cargoes  o£ 
which  shall  be  warehoused  for  exportation  ;  a  third  wkiek, 
admits  hides  and  tallow  under  particular  circumstances,  m, 
hardly  worth  alluding  to  ;  some  of  the  acts  in  the  last  WW 
(originating  with  what  was  called  the  Dutch  property  ac^X 
certainly  gave  advantages  to  foreign  merchant*  as  weHaa 
to  foreign  ship-owners,  because  the  cargoes  imported  «JJV* 
der  those  in  neutral  ships  were  warehoused, .  a^d  the  du&si 
not  paid,  till  the  goods  were  taken  out,  either  (ot  home} 
consumption  or  exportation  ;  ,tho  foreigners  saving  thereby* 
the  advance  of  money  for  the  duties,  and  paying  only  fox 
the  quantities,  taken  out,  while  the  importers  in  British 
ships  paid  the  duties  on  importation,  and  for  the  whoja, 
quantities  imported, 

My  reason  for  believing  that  British  ships  can  carry  all 
the  art  cbs  which  our  colonies  may  want,  arises  from  very 
long  and  laborious  enquiries  which  I  have  made*  from  ship- 
owners both  in  Qieat  Britain  and  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
others  who  are  best  qualified,  to  give  information  upon  the 
subject;  I  am  prepared,  even  to  qnter  on.  the  detail  as  to 
the  times  when  they  should  sail  from  this  country,,  take  in 
their  lading  in  America,  &c.  &c.  but  it  is  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  House  with  these  particulars-:  1  will  establish - 
the  whole  clearly  before  a  committee,  if  J  am  allowed  to- go* 
to  one,     I  will  undertake  to  prove  tljat  tfee  plantar*  would 
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fce  regularly  supplied  with  all  they  want  as- early  asr  sh-jH 
4e  necessary,  and  at  anextra  expence,  not  ex  eroding  tiyo 
-percent,  en  the  freight*.    1  bavo  only  to  add,  that  in 
•the  event  of  hurricanes;  nr  other  unforeseen  emergen- 
cies, the  governors  mi**t  unavoidably  have  the  same  dis- 
cretionary power  to  open  the  ports,-  that  the  government  pf 
tiiis  country  always  e*ercisesia  such  cas«  at  home. 

These  are  the  grounds  qpop  wlrich  i  ask  the  noble  losd 
-t#>  consent,  and  wish  the  House  to  agree  to  go  into  an  en- 
quiry before  a  committee;  no  possible  delay  can  be  occa- 
sioned thereby  5  J  will  pledge  myself  that  it  shall  be  closed 
-before  the  papers  now  copying  for  our  information  can  go 
<on  the  table :  if  it  is  not,  i  will  agree  to  tfce  bill  proceed- 
ing without  waiting  for  the  result  of  that  enquiry  ;  J  witl 
attend  the  committee  myself  from  day  today  for  as  many 
hours  as  shall  be  necessary  f  and  1  am  sun?  there  are  otbqr 
gentleman  who  will  do  the  same,  tilt  the  report  shall  be 
made.     Is  ii  possible  tbat'Uader  these  -circumstances  erv- 
•quiry  can  be  refused  ?  You  have  at  your  door  imploring  for 
it  a  great  somber  of  men  very  bigbiy  respectable  in  -the^r 
several  situations  as  mcrohauts,  sliip-owners,  ship-build^- 
*rs,  persons  in  the  various  branches  of  trade  dependant 
tm  the  building  and  ecfuipping  ships ;  you  know  that  not 
mil  hour's  ^flay  can  be  occasioned  by  your  hearing  fben^ 
and  will  yon,  or  can  you  refuse  to  do  so  7  I  will  not  yet 
believe  that  yon  will  do  so  unprecedented  a  thing,  because 
I  am  certain  no  reason  can;  be  assigned,  in  support  of  it* 
in  every  commercial  and  political  point  of -view  the  sub; 
ject  is  a  most  important  one,  and  one  respecting  which 
< above  all  others). trie  fullest  investigation  dn>uW  {akeplacfe 
before  a  material  alteration  is  made  hi  it  7  in- the  presenting 
stance  there  %n*  beten  none  either  before  the  council  ot  in 
this  f  Ipi*se.  Let  me  therefore  repeat  my  earnest  entreaties'* 
-on  the  part  of  the  public  and  of  the  petitioners,  that  thb| 
matter  may  be'  oarefoUy  examined  before  a  committer 
above-stairs,  -  ,.    • 

Lord  Temple  thought  it  rather  hard,  aftf  Hhe  subject  of 
Ibis  bill  bad  already  bnen  so*  thoroughly  defeated,  and  after 
tfhe  House  had  agreed  that  thfe  petitioners  against  the  bil( 
«houkl  be  beard  by  their  counsel  that  day>  that  those  gen* 
Aemen  *ho*ld  have  no  counsel  ready,  and  thnt  4hose  ^1*<* 
brought  forward  the  bill  should  now  be  called  upon  to> 
withdraw  it,  and  to  let  the  regulation  it  proposed  stand 
«Derely  upon  tlie  spur  of  exigency.  The  complaint  urged 
Yov  1U.  4803-0.  {)  4  \  by 


§02  •  THE  >ARMAME!fTA1lV'  RBGISTE*'.  [>*>*• 

by  flic  ship-owners  waH,  that  the  protection  of  theft  rights 
'under  the  navigation-act,  should  be  placed  exclusively 
'tinder  the  direction  of  his  Majesty  in  council,  instead  of 
'  being  left  at  {he  discretion  of  the  governors  of  the  West 
'India  islands,  where  it  had  hitherto  in  effect  remained,  and 
teen  so  repeatedly  violated,    This  tras  rather  an  extraor- 
dinary complaint :  but  he  would  beg  to  knew  how  those 
governors  could  be  judges  of  whnt  \m  transacting  in  this 
.country  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  those  islartds,  or 
;Tiow  they  could  kno^r  what  cargoes  were  shipped,  or  what 
-ipmvoya  were  upon  the  seas  from  this  country  for  their  acr 
commbdation,  when,  Upon  the  slightest  -  appearance  of 
exigency  they  should  be  importuned  to  throw  open  their 
ports  to  American  vessels,  for  the  attainment  of  supplies. 
tJnder  this  bill  it  would  become  the  duty  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  vigilantly  to  anticipate,  and  timely  to  provide 
for  the  necessities  of  those  Mandrf,  and*- it  would  be  time 
enough  for  thfe  governors  to  rissutoe  the  responsibility  of  the 
iavigatiorilM**,  wheuthe  negligence  of  his  Majesty^  tni- 
nistcrs  should  place  them  in  an  emcrgencf  that  should  war- 
rant such  an  assumption.     As  to  the  other  generaf  topic* 
ijport  which  the  bill  had  already  been  so  frequently  op-. 

fVosed,  it  appealed  to  him  that  they  had  been  amply  fCr 
iited,  and  it' was  Unnecessary  for  him  todetafrn  the  House 
trith  offering  an V  farther  arguments  upon  the  sttbjbct.       '  J 
Sir  Charles  Price  opposed  the  bill,  and  observed  tMttl' 
ifier  the  fullest  investigation  he  had  been  able  to  giveftj 
*f  it  passed  into  a  law,  it  would  fee  ruinous  to  the  sltlp- 
iing  and  carrying-trade  of  this  country,  and  w.Otild  frafns* 
ir  our  maritime  importance,  with  our  sailors  and  shipy 
guilders  to  America.  '  ■ 

Sir  WiUihm  Young  spoke  in  support  of  fhebftl.  Vo\ 
shewed  that  the  exports  of  British  produce  and  mhnn*1 
factu«es  to  America,  in  the  last  year,  was  upwards  of  nine 
millions  sterling ;  very  great  part  of  which  wks  gitfrn,  hnd; 
fairly  and  with  good  policy,  to  American  ships,  in  order  td 
promote  the  advantages  of  our  mahbftctures,  whirh  '^rj^ 
eerfainly  as  fairly  entitled  to  protection  as  our  shipping1." 
Had  those  goods  been  confined  to  British  bottoms,  the* 
sale  \fould  not  ever  have  approached  the  extent  just  men-* 
tioitfd*  besides,  the  value  would  have  been  loaded  with' 
the  exprncc  of  convoy,  and  the  market  uncertain.  Butf 
he;  would  ask  why  those  ship-owners,  Svho  were  so  very' 
Miious  for  4  monopoly  in  supplying  our  West  India  co-* 
■'*.■•  '.  -   k>nk$ 


lg^ics  with  A ra.erican  produce,  did  not  endeavour  to  ob- 
|aln  part  of  this  trade  oCnjtie  millions?       t,  ' 

•  .  p*Y  Wf  Cia*tfi  opposed  the  bill,  ahd  maintained  that  tire 
*\V&t  }ndia  islands  we.  regularly  and  suffipiently  strn- 
plied  from  ilus  country.  ,  He  disliked  the  bill  because  Jt 
declared  tfcatwc  Tcoujktno(  in  tii'ne  df  war  supply  era?- tarn 
West  India  colonies,  W%,on  the  pltrt  of  thd  shippirfgtcr- 
forest  of  Ldndpri,  pledged  ^iiiiself  that,  if  Uiis  bill  were  de- 
parted dom5  ttey  would,  em  ploy  ttieir  capital,  and  Ore 
shipping  they  possessea^whicu  lyere  at  prftsdnt  rotting,  ia 

carrying  on  this,  trade.  .'..,-  ;  ^ 

.  Sir  Irancis  Baring  denied  that  British  merchants  coifta 
pe  found  ready  to  supply  the  colonies  in  the  way  the  lion, 
baronet  who  spoke  last  ti ad  stated.  l*hey  could  not  do  $6 
oa  account  o£  the.  very  great  expence.  They  must  have 
tjire^  voyages— one  from  this  country  to  America  in  baf- 
tist;  the  second,  from  America  to  the  West  Indies,  with 
^  cargo  comparatively! nothing,  and  which  the  freight 
wQulcTexceed  in  value  by  five  or  six  times  the  amount;  and 
&om  this  second  wyage  he  believed  there  was  hardly  ever 
an  instance  of  a  vessel  returning  to  this  cduntry. 

JUr.  Alderman  Prinsep  bad  no  objection  to  leaf  ing  ti^e 
exercise  of  a  discretion  with  ministers,  convinced  that  they 
VuuJd  not  abuse  it.  .  There  were,  however,  clauses  ia  tb$, 
bill  which,  alarmed  him.  One  in  partipular,  where  tbd 
importation  into  the  West  India  islands  was  extended  to  all 
goods  whatever,  and  to  manufactures ,  a  Ivord  which  he 
thought,  ought  to  b«  omitted,  as  all  the  islands  could  re-; 
quire  undpr  the  bill  was  lumber.  By  another  clause,  $ 
liberty  of  exportation  was  givea,  extending  to  sugars,  &c< 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  omitted.  If  these  alteration^ 
were  understood  ta be  agreed  to,  he  should  not  object  to-thtf 
bill,  otherwise  he  must  oppose  its  further  progress. 

Lord  Temple  said  that,  generally  speaking,  lie  saw  lia 
objection  to  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  honourably1 
inembcr.  : 

Mr.  PercevaUnid,  ifthisbilt  *6es  info  a  committed,  I  havi£ 
no  doubt  tjiat  the  noble  lord  will  acquiesce  in  the  amend-; 
meat  proposed  by  the  worthy  magistrate  who  spoke  last,* 
and  by  which  some  of  ihe  objections  to  the  bill  will  un** 
questionably  be  in  a  degree  removed.  But  however  thos^ 
objections  may  be  removed,  I  apprehend  that  after  al|  that! 
can  he  effected  by  giving  way  to  the  desire  of  the  worthy* 
magistrate*  the  House  will  upon  reflection  be  of  ppinion *  * 

T>dT  thai 
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that  (here  will  slill  remain  objections  in  principle,  which 
yill  render  it  extremely  unwise  to  pass  this  bill  m  any 
$>hape  whatever. 

Aft  honourable  baronet  under  (lie  gallery  (Sir  F.  Batv 
ing)  whose  authority  on  mercantile  subjects  stands  fin  this 
House  as  well  as  every  where  else)   extremely  high,  has 
given  us  to  understand,  that  he  is  decidedly  of  .opinion* 
that  the  ship-owners  of  this  country  who  oppose  this  Wtt 
are  desiring  to  have  the  monopoly  of  a  trade  which,  if  thfey 
,Jiad  that  monopoly y  they  could  not  tarry  on ;  that  the  f  ratfc 
which  they  seek,  and  which  they  say  they  are  ready  and 
ea^er  to  enter  into,  is  actually  impracticable.    Now,  sir, 
.  }vith  all  the  respect  and  deference  which  1  most  ttnfeign- 
fally  feel  for  the  opinion  of  that  worthy  baronet,  and  with- 
out pretending  to  have  an  opinion  of  my  own  worthy  to  be 
*  mentioned  with  his  upon  any  commercial  question,  I  can- 
not  forbear  from  '  remarking,  that  this  is  only  opinion 
against  opinion,  And  judgment  against  judgment,  not  mine 
against  his,  for  that  I  should  not  have  the  presumption 
to  slate,  but  the  opinion  of  great,  intelligent,  and  wealthy 
merchants  of  this  city,  against  the  opinion  of  the*  worttfy* 
.  baronet;  and  these  merchants,  thus  qualified  to  judge,  gf\w 
this  pledge  of  Hie  sincerity  and  strength  of  their  cohvic-* 
tjon,  that  thoy  declare  thcWclves  ready  and  willing  to  em- 
Bark  in  this  very  trade,  and  risk  their  interests  cm  its  suc- 
cess :  and,  I  am  confident,  .that  however  valuable  and  de- 
servedly eminent  the  opinion  of  the  worthy  baronet  is  upon 
t  }ns  subject,,  yet  the  House  must  feel  that  it  would  'be  ttor 
much  deference  to  be  j*iid  to  any  opinion,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  no  person  would  be  more  sorry  than  the  wor- 
thy baronet  himself,  that  such  deference  shonld  be  paid  to 
his,  if  the  Ilouse  should  rest  so  far  satisfied  iVith  the  autho- 
rity of  that  opinion,  as  to  preclude  any  body  of  men  in  this ' 
country  from  having  a  full  investigation  of  a  subject  so- 
interesting  fo  thenar,  before  any  final  decision  npon  it  was 
adopted.    "What  I  wish  is,- that  this. point  may  be  investi- 
gated by  a  committee  nominated  by  this  House,  in  'order 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  between  the  two  opposite 
amnions,  and  to  determine  whether  those  who  are  concern*" 
ea  in  the  trade,  who  are  acquainted  with  it,  who  aredispos*- 
eq  ,te  embark,  their  property  and  their  intcrefcts  in  it^  have 
formed  the  true  opinion,  or  whether  the  honourable  baro- 
net is  right  in  his  ?  The  honourable  baronet,  hftd  he  been 
hi  the  House  ofc  a  former  iight  when  this  subject  was-dis* 

cufcsed, 


cuped7  would  have  heard  on  behalf  of  those  who  Oppose 

itbis  bill,  merch ants  in  the  city  of  the  most  respectable  cha- 
racter, and  of  the  first  intelligence,  a  declaration  that  they 
were  now  actually  engaging  in  this  trade;  that  they  had 
actually  taken  up  shipping  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it 
on ;  nay,  that  in  do  doing  they  were  not  engaging  in  any 
aew  untried  speculation,  but  were  merely  reverting  back 
to  their  former  trade ;  that  they  had  done  the  same  before^ 
had  taken  these  voyages,  had  carried  on  that  very,  trade 
Which  the  honourable  baronet  deems  impracticably,  and 
were  now  disposed  to  embark'in  the  same  again,  provided 
that  such  protection  should  be  givqn  to  it  afc  they  atfked  ; 

'  provided  convoys  should  be  afforded  to  them  ;  provided 
that  facility  of  opening  the  ports  to  neutrals  wnicli  had 
fately  obtainedr  should  no  longer  be  continued ;'  and 
that  the  trade  should  be  properly  secured  to  the  British 
subjects,  under  these  circumstances.   AH  we  intredt  is,  that 

Jibe  House  should  not  be  hurried  on  with  such  precipitate 
and  eager  haste,  without  a  pause  for  enquiry  apon  a  sub-* 

„  ject  which  the  honourable  baronet  himself,  and  all  who 
wpport  the  measure,  admit  to  be  of  extreme  importance* 

*  Ail  that  is  proposed  by  my  right  honourable  friend'is,  that 
there  should  be  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  proceeding' 
0a  this  bill,  until  a  short  enquiry  shall  have,  taken  placer 
into  some  of  the  leading  facts  on  which  its  merits  must 
depend— the  whole  delay  on  account  of  this  will  not'b* 
norethan  four  days:  four  days  is  all  the  time  Which  i* 

.  asked  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tire  fact,  on  which 
there  exists  at  present  &uch  a  diversity  of  opinion.     Now> 
Sir,  t  do  think  that  this  House  can  hardly  do  otherwise 
than  erant  the  request  of  my  right  honourable  "friend  ;  it 
is  only  to  follow  that  course  which   is  consistent  with 
the  well-understood  practice  of  this  House,  constituting 
a»  it  were  a  part  of  its  character,  the  practice  of  giving 
a  ready  hearing  to  every  thing  that  can  be  offered  upon 
any:  subject  which  is  before  them ;  and  more  especially  oifc 
a  subject  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  best  interests  of 
our  trade  and  -navigation  as  this  is.     When  the;  first  pro* 
posalwas  made  for  a  committee  above-stairs,  the  delay- 
which  it  would  occasion  was  then  stnted  to  be  viery  sltorl *•* 
from  some  reasons  moving  as  much  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House  as  from-  any  other  quarter,  fourteen  day*  have" 
elapsed  since  that  proposal  was  made  ;  during  fess  than-' 
one  half  of  that  period,  the  whole  of  the  enquiry  «ptopt>*i 

*  *  td 


ctl,by  jny  right  honourable  friend  might  &  gO&e^lhsougb* 
and  then  we  should  not  have  had  (o  ft$t  tbei  debate*  ** 
the.  opinion.  ,p£  one  individual;  of  w^tWfy  wfeo  0iap/*af 
tualty  dcUvef  hjs  fientictientp.  in  ti^  House*  {h*  wftshwtrf 
Wvc  Had  the  authentic  opiiiAou^ndf  reporl .^  a,  comtftttej 
dcawin^trtUtir  judgraantf  JYoio  ar  proper  souk*,  namely^ 
(hcctfUtenoe  which  thr y  woiihj  baye  exan>itfed*  - 1  ma  sum 
^hc  llrtu*e  must  think  it  e&tremeiy  unfortunate,  4kat  sucks 
cou^se.was  not  taJweu  atfrst ;.  thatwould  have  been  satia* 
fcctprjrto:  as  all ;  the  commute*  would  have  staled  tbfr 
4act$*  would  have  shewn  tk£  grounds  on  which  theyj>a4 
proceeded,-,  MMhat  every  jnc?ah£f  ?of  tk<?  {louse  would  have 
qp5U  ufolp  to  judge  for  him$eifast*  the  correctness  of  timr 
sUtemc-u tar  ti^e  Jairncsa  of  their  co  iclusiwu.    Cat,  SirvI- 
itewifel  indeed  that  there  is  a  very,  substantial  ground  4b* 
thecoudlU*  of  bis Mcyesty's minivers,  in  endeavouring.***- 
ha^ieu  this,  bill  forward.  *  It  is  now  apparent  why  they! 
sUoulu  he  sa  desirous  of  passing  this  bill  hit?  &  Jaw;  they 
have  a  ground  which  1  was  not  apprized  of  in  the  least  de»-  , 
grc$j  u&til  1  came,  into  tbo  House  this  day.    The  order  of, 
the  secretary  of  state,  which.  I  now  hold  in  my  handy  audi 
wbkh J  presently  w  ill.  stal<v  sufficiently  explains  it.  ,     • 
AVV.aro  entitled,  and  thai  from*  tlie;  admissions  of  ,4tas, 
hfmcjurable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  tp  pay  that  tfehfc 
bill  is, at  present  capable  of  a  variety  of  construptioes, 
and  tfcai  it  is  full  of.  errors  and  defects,   and  njig-ht,,  if  ■ 
passed  in, its  .presort  *hapc, most  mischievously ageot  .<*«*, 
tpule  "in  the;  West  Indies.     That  adjiiis^ioo    indeed,,  of 
itselfrI  shouidc  kive  imagined,  might  have  been  a  toioiy4 
att*  good  reason  why  the  bill  should  not  go  through  the 
House*  ip  ha/;tc ;  but  we  ore  told  that  the  bill  it&elf  pro* ,- 
vide*  that  U  is  never  to  be  acted  upon,  except  la  casesof 
absolute necessity  v  and  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks: 
tiwe   j?;  great  weight  in  that  circumstance.    It   is  that 
witich  ,  seems  particularly  to  reconcile  biiu  to  the  post-?:, 
ing  ,of  th»  bill,  that.  tl*e  power  given  to  the  privy  coun«- 
ciT  is.  guarded  by  the , proof  which  .they  are.  require*!,  to  - 
haw  of  the  necessity  of  acting  before  they  put  it  into 
execution ;  that  they  must,  therefore,  before  they  give  any 
directions  or  instructions  tluitany  thing  should  be  dpne  in. 
this  mattf  t;,  make  ail  the  'necessary  -  enquiries,  and  that . 
ministers  ^illnot  act  blindly  under  the  discretion  when 
they  possess  it.  •  The  honourable  gentleman,  from  his  con*  *; 
fidea<4  in  the  present  administration,  may  be  disposed 
1  *  to 
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ie  *iv*  theifeTJortfera,  in  full  trust  lite!  thfey %ili  ise  them 
with  thfe discretion.    But*  Sir,i>db#e  this  House  ghrotbe 
power  to  tfoprity  totantil,  that  Is  to  the  present  ministers, 
which  this  Vol  is  calculated  to  give  them,  I  could  have 
>dAcd  that  fhofcfc  ntimstew  h&dshewrt  somfc  dfepbstfiotr 
HOC  to  make  an-  unnecessary  find  inconsidr rtife  use  of  it ; 
that  such  directions  fcs  they  kni$ht  giw  wotiM  cml^bfefir->fK 
*hnc  to  tin*)  us'thcexigencT  of  the  «asQ  may  require  t  ami 
tlutt  they  irottld'  so-  guardedly  6ottdiloHh4msclVfc  fis'ttfb* 
-able  to  conetft  'their  cttors, -if  they  should  find  Y>ut  that 
.tfeetr  conduct  was  erronetffts;  at  least  it -might  l>e  remitted,' 
that  they  should  have  done  nothing  from  which  the  c6tt- 
trary  disposition  mi ght  be  inferred  v  that  they  woWHHtave 
taken  no-step  without  makiri^Homecnquiry  iirto  fft#prt<leti6e' 
of  it ;  that  abtvfc  all  they  should  hctve  madetitf  ordc*  An  ttife* 
subject  matter  of  ft  bill  which  they  Intehdea  16  brirt§  intb. 
Parliament,  before  the  sensectf  Parliniftcnt  had' Wen  tafeft'tm 
ifc;  and  that  they  would  not  bair<>  'made  any  Order  wliaWVct 
upon  this  subject  at  any  tifrwvttulcf  any  pi*tcrice,fcnfialitru**' 
limited  period ;  this  far  what  nfttght  have-  been'ei^pect^dl 
The  House  shall  now  see,'  Siiy  what"  has  been  theTaJjt.    A 
right  honourable  gentleman  '(M*v  Windham>  tf&oic  situ- 
ation fes  secretary  of  state  of  the' colonics,  tnakes  it  propH-', 
at  hast,  if  not  necessary ,  for  hitn  to  be  "prescrit  at  this  dfeit ' 
cuftioflytoltbough  he  does  u»t  seem  to  have  any  disposition 
Pattern!  to  it,  is  now,  *  an*  sorry  to  ob«*nre,  about  to 
M*ilhdraw  from  the  H0usc,atthemomentwhcn  f-am  gribijj*. 
t*nk*ke  ail  observation  on  his  conduct  as  a  minister,  wheii 
I-&a>  going  to  advert  to  an  act  which  he  has  done  of  almost 
extraordinary  nature.    After  alt  that  ha$  been  stttdPlh  <fc£ 
fcnc&of  this  bill,  >on-account  of  its'giving  f he  pri^p thnix* 
cil  power  to  at*  only  hi  cases  of  c<mer£ertcy,  attd'tfcaHlMy 
cannot  do-any  tiring  uwter  it,  except  in  eases  of  jpraved  tie* 
*essify>  and  tbhtmuch  of  its  merit  depends  <m  its  ribtgW*- 
fai^thc  privy  council  power  to  act,  except  in  such'daaesof 
emergency  or  extreme  necessity,  what  will  thcH#usfcs»y- 
wheii  J  tell  them  that  I  now  hofd  -in  my  hand  ah  drdeir  isfcu*  - 
ed  by  that  right  honourable  secretary  three  mofltiis  befftte 
tlie  time  mi  which  I  have  the  honour  of  addfossih£  :tbfar ' 
House  upon  thef  subject ;  that  thrt'  order  mithorftes  the  £&••*' 
vtfrnors  of  the  West  Jndia  islands  to  doMlm?  whtehthe'h<>-r 
ttouffehie  gent  loom  n  seems  to  think  would  to  iniproi'fer  for:" 
the  privv  council  to  der  after  this  bill  is  passed  y^-^not.  fo5: 
•■■•     #  '  Hspend*- 
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*u*pend,  during  an  emergency  of  proved  oecatfrtyv  lor  a 
limited  time,  the  law   which  -prohibits  importation  rby 
foreigners  -iota  the  cakmies  ;.wU  generally  >  indefinitely, 
during  tb$  qontiauanqa  of  thenar,  to  siutfttnd  tbbriariga* 
tion  Uwi  as  far  as  they  respect  this  subject;  ani  this — 
(Hwl  tbtarl  Hear!  from  several  quarters  tcith  greet 
xrhemeHCt.)  three)  months  before  he  doigns.to  tiorhe  to  Par- 
liament 4a  ask  for  power  tpdo  jsd£  This,  Sir,  uray  bea  pro- 
l^pex  act,  no  man  can  doubt  that ;  but  it  was  done,  in  a  very 
improper  mannec,  during  the  sitting  of  Partiawieit,  with* 
out  asking  its  authority,  without  waiting*  for  lis  sanction  ; 
^andy  Sir,  it,  is  no  les*.dtrftttg&ftnd  unnecessary  than  it  is 
improper,  unless  indeqd  ye  are  to  suppose  that  minuters 
*w  actuated,  by  6ome  political  motives  which  (hey  do  not 
t\\ink  proper  to  disclose  {to  ijs,  or  unless.  tfiey  may  think  it 
*rill  serve  to  $hew  t be  Authority'  which  t bey  hove  in  this 
House9  thai  they  take  ifteasiires  of  this  kind,  anticipating 
iho  determination  of  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  .dm- 

Slaying  thai*  own  ppwer*  and  the  confidence  which  they 
lei  that  Jhis  Homse  is  pi*ppi&d  to  sanction  whatever  thejr 
Say  thmk  proper  to  dictaler .  A/id  are  wp  now  to  be  told 
at  we  are  safe  in  trusting  V>  ,the  discretion  of  these  gentle* 
inen,  thai  they  will  makefmfteubut  a  right  use  of  the  legtS 
power.wbick  ihisbiH  wiUgitv^lhem>  when  we  have  this  in* 
stance <bfdpr*<iis, even  where  thy assumed  the  power befor* 
it  wa^^aW  of  acting  uponiit  *h;h  so  litUe^iacretion.aud 
i^crvcf  TSVhqi:  shall  we.  say ^  oftejr  this,  ofrth*  discretionary 
pojv^r  to. be  given  toaqoh  ministers  by  tho  present  Miff 
of  thqif  limiting  tbec*$rciseof  it  to  thevCase  of  a  proved 
emerflency-p-wben  wesee that  before  they  were/well warm ia 
their  seats,  And  before  th^y, had  had  time  to  make  any  en* 
quiry  kutof t#e exitfencaof ,  theen^rgenty,  or  the probable 
dujrat}Qfi«f{it9  they  assi^ny;  ao  .authority  which  the  law  had 
not  g^a  ifypm,  and  act  upon  it  io  an  extent  which  their 
irienclsfuirmt  wjnuld  have  boon  wrong,  even  if  the  authority, 
had  legally  existed  ?  This  order,  however,  is  the  substan- 
tial :r*afcon  which  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  for  pressing 
this, bill  through  the  House ;  they  want  an  act  of  Parlia-. 
tnent  4*  countenance  tjiem  in  the  illegal  act  which  they 
have  committed^  and  if  enquiry  should  produce  the  proof 
that  nt>-  justifiable  necessity  exists,  the  same  enquiry  they 
tcel  wouUlrprpdo oc. their  own  condemnation,  for  assuming* 
»  power  which  had  not*  only  not  been  granted  by  Pari  i  a*; 
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ment,  but  which  Parliament  miffht  determine  was  not  pwv 
per  to  be  granted  at  all.  Sir,  what  fell  from  the  noble  lord 
makes  it  difficult  to  know  exactly  what  is  o  be  the  intended 
operation  of  this  bill,  because,  until  all  the  clauses  are 
gone  through,  we  know  not  what  articles  arc  to  be  specified. 
in  the  bill,  as  those  which  alone  may  be  permitted  for  inW 
portation.  The  noble  lord  agrees  generally  to  limit  the  bill 
according  to  the  ideas. of  the  worthy  alderman  who  spokp 
tot ;  I  know  not,  therefore,  what  power  is  tended  to  be 
ultimately  given  to  his  Majesty  in  council,  with  respect  to 
the  articles  to  be  imported  ;  but  I  apprehend  that  as  the  bill 
now  stands,  every  article  of  the  produce  of  1  he  We6t  I  ndia 
islands  may  be  exported  from  them  to  every  part  of  the 
world. — (Noy  no,  no,  from  the  ministerial,  side  of  the 
House). — As  this  is  doubted,  Sir,  I  will  read  the  words  of 
the  act,  that  they  may  speak  for  themselves. — (Here  he 
read  the  clause  in  the  act  of  parliament,  ending  with  the 
words,  to  import  to,  and  export  from  any  oftheWest  India 
islands,  8?c.) — By  these  words  it  is  evident;  there  is  no  limit 
to  the  exportation,  neither  as  to  the  quantity  nor  quality  of 
the  articles,  nor  the  places  to  which  they  may  be  carried. 
How  all  this  is  to  be  altered  I  know  not,  but  so  it  stands  at 

E  resent.  We  have  argued  it,  as  if  the  importation  was  to 
e  permitted  only  from  America :  it  is,  howler,  no  such 
thing ;  every  neutral  country,  as  well  as  America,,  may, 
under  this  bill  as  it  now  stands,  be  permitted  to  import  any 
article  of  the  growth  and  produce  of  their  respective 
countries.  On  this  part  of  the  bill  much  remains  to  be  ex- 
plained, and  we  m*st  wait, to  be  informed  upon  it,  and  16 
understand  it,  till  we  come  into  the  committee.  My  im- 
pression, Sir,  of  the  whole  of  the  bill,  is  mo.it  undoubt- 
edly, that  it  is  perfectly  impolitic  and  unjustifiable,  because 
it  is  perfectly  unnecessary.  The  authors  of  the  measure, 
indeed,'  found  it  upon  necessity.  They  tell  us  their  reason 
for  introducing  it,  is  to  afford  necessary  relief  to  the  colonic? 
to  save  them  from  starving,  and  to  enable  us  and  them 
to.  profit  by  their  produce.  If  it  were  necessary  for  these 
objects,  I  should  indeed  agree  that  these  objects  wouti 
justify  it;  but  it  is  demonstrable,  nay,  it  is  demonstrated, 
that  it  is  not  necessary  for  them,  they  are  attained  ;  they 
have  been  secured  by  the  system,  as  it  at  present  prevails, 
and  which  has  been  acted  upon  during  the  present  war. 

In  all  the  history  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  it  seems 

to  me,  therefore,  there  is  no  parallel  to  this  measure.     I 

Vol.  III.  1S05-0\  £  e  know 
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know  of  nothing  equal  to  the  character  of  inconsiderate 
improvidence  and  impolicy  which  attaches  to  it.  We  are 
all  agreed  that  the  system  of  the  navigation  laws  is  most 
essential  to  our  greatness  and  our  existence,  and  should 
Hot  be  broken  in  upon,  but  in  cases  of  grave  necessity : 
ret  the  noble  lord's  own  statement,  his  own  argument  to 
Jprove  that  necessity,  shews  that  it  is  unnecessary,  distinctly 
proves  that  no  such  bill  is  required. 

For  the  last  thirteen  years,  he  says  the  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  have  been  obliged  to  be  supplied  from  Ame- 
rica with  every  thing  they  have  wanted.  The  law,  prohi- 
biting such  supply,  has  been  obliged  to  be  broken.  Not- 
withstanding tnen  the  existence  of  the  law,  which  the  noble 
lord  contends  it  is  absolutely  necessary  should  be  altered,  to 
enable  the  colonies  to  be  supplied,  and  to  protect  them  firdm 
starvation,  it  stands  admitted,  that  for  thirteen  years  the 
colonies  have  been  in  fact  supplied.  This  I  say  is  a  practical 
proof  that  the  bill  is  unnecessary.  I  say  it  cannot  be  stated 
to  be  necessary  to  have  the  law  altered,  to  enable  you  to  do 
that  which  you  have  been  able  to  do  without  that  alteration 
of  the  law,  for  thirteen  years  together.  I  admit,  indeed, 
that  this  supply  has  been  by  an  infraction  of  the  law,  am} 
that  as  a  general  proposition,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it 
i&.  better,  by  parliamentary  provision,  prospjectivdy  to 
legalize  any  act,  than  retrospectively  to  indemnify  the  ille- 
gal performance  of  it :  and  therefore,  whether  there  is  not 
more  sccmlincss,  more  legislative  propriety  in  suspending 
the  law,  as  is  intended  by  this  bill,  than  to  leave  it  to  be 
broken,  may  be  matter  of  argument^  and  it  will  depend 
upon  the  weight  of  the  objections  to  be  stated  against  such 
proceedings,  whether  it  ought. to  be  adopted  or  not.  But 
it  is  impossible  to  found  the  measure  upon  that  sort  of  ne- 
cessity which  the  noble  lord  has  asserted,  a  necessity  which 
is  supposed  to  be  created  by  the  utter  starvation  of  the  co- 
lonies, and  destruction  of  their  produce,  which,  but  for  this 
measure,  would  ensue ;  there  must  be  an  end,  therefore,  of 
all  the  declamation  wc  have  heard  about  this  starving  and 
ruin  of  the  colonies ;  it  is  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  case ; 
it  is  totally  beside  the  merits  of  this  question ;  for  we  find, 
nay,  it  is  the  foundation  of  the  argument  for  the  bill,  that 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  supplying  the  colonies  with 
provisions,  and  of  bringing  home  their  produce  for  thirteen 
years,  during  war,  notwithstanding  the  law  as  it  now 
*tands;  the  arguipent,  therefore,  built  on  the  necessity  -of 

this 
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tiiis  measure,  is  at  an  end,  as  that  necessity  is  shewn  not  to 
exist.  Then  comes  the  consideration  whether  or  not  policy 
demands,  or  even  admits  of  this  measure :  or,  whether  the 
impropriety  of  continually  submitting  to  the  breach  of  the 
law,  continually  recognizing  that  breach,  and  continually 
indemnifying  it,  as  has  certainly  been  the  case,,  is  not  so 
objectionable  as  to  outweigh  the  objections  which  can  b$, 
urged  against  the  bill  which  is  now  proposed  ?  Now,  Sir, 
as  I  haye  said  already,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that 
as  a  general  proposition  (but  not  applicable  to  the  state  of 
our  colonies)  it  is  as  unfit  to  continue  the  law  in  such  a  state, 
as  to  make  the  breach  of  it  necessary :  and  that  it  is  better 
to  suspend  or  relax  it,  when  you  can  reasonably  anticipate 
the  necessity  of  breaking  it.    As  a  general  proposition,  I 
say  again,  I  am  ready  to  admit  it.    But  the  question  here 
i#,  first,  whether  it  is  a  proposition  which  is  true,  as  appli- 
cable to  the  particular  situation  of  the  colonies,  with  respect 
to  the  navigation  laws  ?  and  .another  question  naturally 
arising  out  of  the  first,  is,  whether  it  is  wise  to  act  upon 
ihat  proposition,  supposing  it  to  be  generally  true  at  the 
present  moment  ?    Upon,  the  first  question,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, that  the  main  ground  on  which  it  is  contended 
that  authority  should  be  given  to  the  privy  council,  instead 
of  suffering  the  power  of  relaxing  the  laws  of  navigation, 
and  the  power  of  opening  their  ports  to  remain  with  the  go* 
.Terrors  of  the  islands,  as  it  has  done  of  late,  is  this  : — That 
the  situation  of  those  governors,  their  constant,  daily  and 
familiar  intercourse  with  the  planters,  who  are  naturally  led 
to  seek  the  cheapest  mode  of  supplying  the  islands,  exposes 
them  to  exaggerated  statements  of  the  necessities  of  those 
islands,  and  to  a  pressure  from  the  importunity  of  the 
planters  which  is  almost  irresistible.     But  I  apprehend  the 
arguments  from  the  importunity  to  which  the  governors  are 
exposed,  shews  the  necessity  of  making  it  more  difficult  for 
them  to  yield  to  it,  and  of  protecting  them  from  the  effect 
of  that  importunity,  rather  than  the  propriety  of  making 
it  more  easy,  by  vesting  them  with  the  discretion  which  this 
hill  through  the  privy-council  would  give  them.    At  pre* 
sent  the  governor,  if  he  suspends  these  laws,  must  suspend 
them  under  his  own  responsibility ;  he  mnst,be  able  to  jus- 
tify the  violation  of  the  law,  by  making  out  a  strong  case 
of  necessity ;  and  the  noble  lord  seems  to  think  that  this  is 
highly  improper,  for  that  the  governors  of  the  West  India 
telaad?  can  know  nothing  of  those  various  matters,  the  con- 
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sideration  of  which  ought  to  govern  the  decision  of  the 
question,  whether  our  ports  shall  be  opened  to  foreigners  or 
n&t  r  that  they  can  know  nothing  of  the  state  of  {lie  mar- 
ket here,  of  the  general  circumstances  of  Furope,  of  the  state 
of  convoys,  of  the  prudence  of  our  ships  sailing  for  the 
islands,  of  their  readiness  to  sail,  of  what  they  are  about  te 
carry  with  them  to  the  supply  of  the  islands  ;  and  that  all 
these  things  are  known  only,  or  best  known  to  the  privy- 
council  ;  that  a  governor  of  one  of  the  West  India  islands 
can  know  nothing  of  them.  Now,  Sir,  he  certainly  cannot 
know  much  of  any  of  these  matters;  but  he  knows  that  which 
is  more  valuable  for  the  present  purpose  than  all  the  rest  put 
together ;  }ic  knows  the  state  of  the  island  that  seeks  to  be 
relieved  for  want  of  supplies  infinitely  better  than  the  go* 
vernment  at  home ;  be  knows  its  wants,  and  possibly  the 
means  of  its  relief  which  government  here  cannot  know. 
Now,  let  us  suppose  that  under  the  probability  of  being 
able  to  provide  the  islands  from  hence,  government  were 
to  give  directions  to  shut  the  ports  of  the  islands,  and  rigo- 
rously to  enforce  the  navigation  laws,  what  would  be  the 
state  of  the  governors  in  the  West  Indies  if  the  islands 
should  be  in  distress  when  such  directions  should  arrive? 
precisely  the  same  situation,  I  contend,  as  it  is  now.  For 
the  refusal  of  the  privy-council  to  authorize  the  opening  of 
the  ports,  would  not  make  the  obligation  on  the  governors 
jiot  to  admit  of  foreign  importation  stronger  than  the  navi- 
gation la  wsjnake  it  at  present.  A  necessity  similar  to  that 
which  justifies  their  opening  the  ports  now,  would  justify  it 
equally  when  this  bill  is  passed;  for  they  would  not  under 
the  authority  of  any  law  or  order  to  enforce  that  law  be  led 
to  cause  the  absolute  starvation  of  the  islands  :  after  this 
law  passes,  therefore,  the  same  inconvenience  must  again 
subsist,  the  same  system  be  resorted  to,  unless  the  privy- 
council  is  uniformly  to  authorise  the  importation  ;  and  if 
that  is  the  intention,  it  would  be  more  candid  and  manly 
to  avow  it  at  once,  and  let  Parliament  itself  make  this-idter* 
at  ion,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  privy-council.  But  go- 
Ycrnmentare  to  send  out,  under  the  authority  of  this  bill, 
directions  t6  the  governors  of  the  West- India  islands  how 
they  are  to  conduct  themselves;  why  cannot  they  do  so 
ftow  without  any  authority  under  this  bill?  Can  any  power 
which  they  may  derive  from  this  act  of  Parliament  give 
them  additional  information  as  to  the  propriety  of  opening 
or  of  keeping  shut  at  any  particular  time  the  ports  in  the 
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West  Indies?  depending,  as  we  are  told  that  question 
does,  on  the  state  of  Europe,  and  of  the  markets  here,  the 
state  of  convoys,  or  the  state  of  ships  and  cargoes,  on  which 
the  privy  ^council  are  supposed  to  know  all,  and  the  go* 
vernors  erf"  the  islands  to  know  nothing  ?  They  may  as  well 
send  out  all  this  information  without  this  bill  as  with  it* 
But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  know  that  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  West  India  islands  are  not  to  be  had 
from  hence,  but  tint  they  must  be  had  from  the*  American 
market,  what  reason  is  there  for  supposing  that  government 
here  are  better  judges  of  the  mode  of  obtaining  such  sup- 
plies, and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  them  through  foreign- 
ers, than  the  governors  of  the  islands  are  ?  I  contend,  and 
contend,  I  think,  irrefragably,  that  government  here  can 
know  nothing  of  the  Mate  of  the  islands,  or  at  least  very 
little  at  any  time  in  comparison  with  the  knowledge  of  th$ 
governors  of  those  islands  ;  that  government  can  have  no 
means  of  knowing  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  except  such 
as  they  derive  from  the  governors  ;  that  with  such  materials 
it  is  impossible  for  them  by  orders  from  hence  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  those  islands;  that  they  can  seldom,  if  ever, 
send  instructions  from  hence  in  time  to  be  acted  upon,  so  as 
to  be  useful  te  the  islands  in  the  hour  .of  distress  ;  but  there 
the  governors  must  know,  and  can  "act  upon  the  necessity 
of  the  moment.     This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  think  thitt.  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  the  law  as  it  is,  and  (o  len  ve  the  governors 
of  the  islands  to  act  under  their  own  responsibility,  as  they 
have  done,  rather  than  to  remove  from  them  all  the  respon- 
sibility, and  to  shift  it  on  government,  who,  however  well 
disposed,  cannot  have  such  good  means  of  judging  as  the 
govemorson  the  spot.    And  1  feel,  Sir,  an  increased  rfluo 
fence  to  repose  this  confi<lence  in  government,  when  I  find 
that  the  present  and  prevailing  opinion  of  its  members  is  not 
to  issue  reluctantly  such  orders  as  may  from  time  to  time  ap- 
pear to  l>e  called  for  by  necessity :  but  that  the  present  mode 
is  to  issw*  general  and  sweeping  orders  at  once, nay,  the  very 
desire  to  have  this  extended  power  which  the  bringing  in  of 
this  bill  implies,  is  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be  given  them, 
us  it  could  :iot  hav°  been  asked  for  but  from  ^  he  wish  to  exert 
it.     I  should  'herefore  say,  that  I  would  not  assent  to  any 
law  to  enlarge  the  discretionary  power  of  a  government, 
whose  course  of  conduct  was  of  this  description.     Gen- 
tlemen are  therefore  running  away  from  the  subject,  when 
upon  the  supposition   that  tbe  discretion  of  the  privy 
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council  will  prevent  an  unnecessary  use  of  the  powers 
under  the  bill,  they  refuse  to  grant  an  enquiry,  to  see 
whether  the  necessities  of  the  colonies  could  not  be  supplied 
by  leaving  the  law  as  it  is.    The  time  such  an  enquiry 
would  take  up,  however  great,  would  be  no  argument 
against  the  propriety  of  it;    but  the    time  would,   in 
feet,  be  extremely  short.    The  conduct  of  government  in 
issuing  the  order  to  which  I  have  alluded,  makes  it  a  mo* 
ral  certainty,  that  if  that  law  pass,  (such  is  the  opinion  and 
impression  of  his  Majesty's  present  government)  that  the 
whole  power  given  under  this  bill  will  be  employed,  and 
be  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  present  war.     I  say 
this  from  the  best  authority — from  the  actions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers ;  from  the  directions  to  that  effect  already 
given  ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  what  feti 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  on  a  for- 
mer discussion  of  this  subject,  when  he  said  there  was  rio 
likelihood  that  any  event  could  occur,  in  which  the  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  by  the  privy  council  would  not  be 
necessary  during  the  whole  of  the  present  war.     The  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  that  the  government  has  no  idea  of  the 
possibility  of  this  trade   being  carried  on  in  any  other 
way  than  they  now  propose  it  to  be.    The  same  opinion 
prevailed  at  the  close  of  the  last  war ;  but  an  enquiry  was 
then  instituted,  and  it  was  found  that  it  could  be  carried 
on  by  our  own  shipping.    No  man  can  doubt,  that  if 
the  same  trade  be  possible  during  the  war,  that  it  ought 
to  be  encouraged  ;  that  it  would  be  infinitely  desirable 
not  to  suspend  any  part  of  the  navigation  laws  :  why  then 
refuse  ourselves  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  fact? 
of  affording   satisfaction    to  those  who  allege  that  the 
trade  is  practicable  ?   who    say  they  are  ready  to  em* 
bark  in  it  ?  In  satisfaction  to  our  own  country  we  ought, 
to  hear  them,  in  order  to  shew  that  we  do  not  sacrifice 
toy  of  its  interests   unnecessarily ;  and  even   if  we  were 
convinced  that  these  gentlemen  have  taken  up  a  wrong 
impression,  we  ought  to  hear  them,  if  it  were  only  to 
satisfy  them  of  their  error.     But  as  this  is  not  the  opinion 
of  the  right  honourable  gfentleman(Mr.  Fox),  nor  that  of 
the  other  secretary  of  state,  and  as  they  have  so  many 
other  points  to  attend  to7  what  chance  is  there  of  their 
instituting  the  enquiry  ?    The  enquiry  must  be  made  by 
the  House  or  it  will  not  be  made  at  all. 
Above  all,  the  house  would  do  well  to  consider  the 
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doubt  expressed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox),  -whether  |the  provision  of  this  bill  will  not 
require  to  be  extended  even  to  a  time  of  peace ;  that  is 
to  me,  Sir,  a  most  alarming  doubt  coming  from  such  a 
quarter.  It  is  true,  indeed,  he  stated  no  fixed  opinion 
upon  the  subject ;  but  he  stated  his  mind  to  be  in  doubt 
upon  it,  and  if  his  mind  doubts  whether  the  policy  of 
this  measure  would  not  be  applicable  to  a  time  of  peace, 
we  can  have  but  very  little  hope  that  he  or  any  of  his  col- 
leagues will  consent  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  the  pos- 
sibility of  dispensing  with  it  during  war.  The  House 
will  do  well  to  consider  that  it  is  now  called  upon  to  adopt 
a  measure,  the  principle  of  which  is  to  legalize  the  sus- 
pension of  that  system  of  navigation  law,  which  has  long 
been  felt  not  only  in  this  House  but  out  of  it ;  not  only 
in  this  country  but  out  of  it ;  not  only  in  Europe  but  over 
all  the  globe,  to  have  been  the  foundation  of  all  our  naval 
power,  of  our  real  strength,  of  all  our  greatness^  from  which 
sderivedour  glory ;  which  has  made  us  what  we  are,  the  ad- 
miration and  envy  of  the.  world ;  a  system  ^adopted  and  fid- 
lowed  up  by  the  wisdom  of  our  most  enlightened  ancestors, 
andrecommendedtoourregardandvenerationfromthebene- 
fits  which  we  have  uniformly  derived  from  it;  benefits  which 
other  nations  are  endeavouring  to  grasp  from  us,  and  which 
mch  measures  as  these  wHl  tend  to  fling  into  their  hand*. 
Sir,  these  are  serious  considerations,  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
period  when  the  policy  of  such  a  measure  as  this  could  b* 
particularly  doubtful  in  point  of  time,  the  present  is  that 
period.  The  world  supposes  at  least,  that  there  are  at 
this  moment  many  serious  points,  points  of  the  greatest  de- 
licacy, connected  with  our  colonial  monopoly,  and  pur 
belligerent  rights  as  affecting  our  navigation  system,  de- 
pending between  us  and  America.  What  can  be  the  pru- 
dence then  at  this  time,  of  adopting  any  measure  which 
•hall  shew,  that  our  principles  of  policy,  whether  respect- 
ing our  colonial  or  our  belligerent  rights  as  connected 
with  our  navigation  system,  hang  in  any  degree  more 
loosely  about Vus,  than  they  did  at  any  former  period! 
Whatever  may  be  the  sentiments  of  government  on  the 
measures  which  may  arise  out  of  these  points  so  under  dis- 
cussion, whatever  may  be  the  disposition  or  the  determi- 
nation of  his  Majesty's  government  on  the  subject  of  them, 
if  contrary  to  every  state  policy  which  has  always  guided 
4s,  our  government  is  about  (o  make  concessions  (which 
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I  trust  is  not  the  case,  thought  fear  it  is)  on  the  subject  o£ 
that  main  bulwark  of  ow  strength,  and  foundation  clour. 
power,  our  navigation  laws  and  our  colonial  .sy*tem;  poJjqj* 
Beqairas  that  they  should  not  betray  a  less  regard  for  those 
lam,  and  for. that  system,  than  was  felt  by  our  ancestors. 
For  they:  will  render  the  sacrifice  .which  they  may  be.  pre- 
pared to  make  of  less  value  by  shewing  the  light  estimation  ia 
which  they  hold  what  they  concede,  and  wilU)urcbase  lesa- 
ictaiiiB  of  gratitude  or  other  considerations  for  w hat  tb^y- 
sacrifice*  Bat  if  on  the  contrary  this  system  of  our  policy  is 
intended  to  be  upheld  ;  if  at  the  time  we  insist  upon  up- 
holding it,  we  appear  by  our  conduct  to  undervalue  it  ^ 
our  adherence  will  be  attributed  to  our  pride,  to  our  obsti- 
nacy, to  our  ill  will,  to  any  thing  in  short  but  those  trucj 
principles  of  just  and  rational  policy  on  which  aloue  ouc 
determination  to  adhere  to  it,  ought  to  appear  to  rest. 
.  In  addition  to  this,  Sir,  there  are  circumstances  in  the 
present  time  which  I  should  think  make  the  policy  of  this" 
act  of  Parliament  the  most  dangerous  that  ever  was,  ot 
ever  could  be  adopted  in  this  country.  For  what  do  gen-* 
tfcmen  say  in  support  of  it  ?  thqy  are  loud  to  assert  thai 
ioc  the  last  13  years  we  have  seen  that  we  cainot  sup- 
piyr  our  West  India  colonies  without  the.  assistance  of 
America.  To  legislate  upon  this  principle,  what  is  it  but 
to  tell  them  and  the  world  that  America  may  do  what  she 
pbasas  with  us.  The  honourable  gentleman,  a  minister 
opposite,  cheers  at  this  idea,  as  if  he  seemed  to  think  it  a 
pleasing  consideration  that  we  cannot  exist,  that  is,  that 
our  colonies  cannot  exist  without  America ;  tliat  we  must 
have  her  assistance  or  we  cannot  supply  them.  Surely 
every  man  .must  doubt  the  policy  of  telliug  America  this, 
by  the  solemn  assurance  of  an  act  of  Parliament.  It  can- 
not be  very  wise  to  enact  laws  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
telling  the  Americans  that  weareiu  their  hands,  that  they 
j&ay  do  what  they  please  with  us,  that  if  they  shut  their  ' 
poets  against  us  our -colonics  in  the  West  Indies  must  pe- 
rish. Is  it  wise  for  the  legislature  of  this  country  to  speak 
this  language  to  America,  especially  at  a  time  v^hen  some 
persons  of  considerable  influence  there,  do  not  seem  indis- 
posed to  quarrel  with  us  ?  But  if  the  policy  of  such  con- 
duct be  doubtful,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  spirit  and  the 
dignity  of  it.  The  chosen  opportunity  for  bringing  in  this 
bill  is  just  upon  the  arrival  of  intelligence  from  America 
of  an  act  having  been  passed  there  giving  to  the  presi- 
dent 
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lord  may  in  the  committee  remove  the  objections  which 
others  have  to  it,  my  objections  are  radically  against  itij 
prmc«pler  such  as  cannot  be  cured  in  a  committee.    Bui 
the  object  of  my  right  honourable  friend  near  roe  {Mr. 
Rose),'  I  '- dMrastattto  most  readily,  because  his  object  is 
enquiry  to  give  informnf ion  to  tbtf  House,  without  which 
th*  House  cannot  with  propriety^rocecd  to  act,  because 
without  it  the  House  cannot  be  said  to  act  with  its  eyes 
open ;  if  therefore  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  yield 
t  to  his  motion,  ahd  let  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
♦postponed 'for  another  week,  and  in  the  mean  time  go  into 
an  enquiry  above  stairs,  it  will   not  only  be  doing  -the 
House  justice,  and  acting  seemly  and  decently  with1  re- 
gard to  this  great  national  subject,  but  it  will  also  be  pfo^ 
*«oedingwith  no  more  than  due  respect  and  altentioritb 
those  who  conceive  their  interests  so  much  concerned  as-tb 
apprehend  their  ruin  on  its  passing  into  a  law.     But  how- 
ever well, or  ill  founded  those  apprehensions-  may  be,  it 
•must  be  admitted  to  be  wise  at  allefcnts  in  this  House  to. 
proceed-only  on  information  on  which  it  may  rely,  and  1q 
yefiwe  to. proceed' without  it,  and  not  to  confess  bylts 
conduct  thut  it- re  compelled  tyindly  and  upon  -cbttfloenca 
•  to  Adopt  this  measure  in  ignorance,  and  as  it  wertf  in  con- 
tempt of  tho*?e  dangers  to  OUr  navigation  iftterfcsU,  and 
our  maritime  preponderance,  which  ihosfe  most  interested 
and  best  informed  anticipated  from  its  adoption. 

Th6  Attorney  General*  was  nbt  more  surprised' at  the  ob-  , 
jbctions  made  to  this  bill,  than  at  the  circumstance  of 
their  originating  in  the  quarter  from  which  they  came. 
Under  the  late  administration  he  should  not  have  won- 
dered at  the  difficulty  being  raised  by  that  side  of  the 
House;  because  in  their  time,  from  the  j?ear  1793,  every 
governor  had  been  in  the  habit  of  suspending  the  naviga- 
tion laws,  and  tor  the  acknowledged  violation  of  these  a 
bill  of  indemnity  was  uniformly  conceded.  This 'applied 
not  only  to  the  act  of  Ch  irlcs  1  J.  but  to'  all  the  subsequent 
legislative  regulations  connected  with  it.  Under  the  sta- 
tutes of  the  7,  8,  9,  and  10  *W.  III.  it  is  provided,  that 
tin*  governors  of  the  colonies  shall  make  oath  to  the  obser- 
vance of  them,  and  a  penalty  is  imposed  of  1000/.  for  the 
neglect  of  them,  as  well  as  the  loss  of  the  office  thev  held  ; 
so  that  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  scheme,  must  think  it' 
belter  that  these  persons  should  commit  the  crinu*  o(  per- 
jury, than  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  should  be  entrusted 
«  witU 
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with  the  confidence  this  bill  would  repose  in  then}.  Gould 
such  a  proposition  be  gravely  supported  I  Whete  was  - 
the  shipping  interest  for  which  the  worthy  barpnet  (Sir* 
Charles  Price)  contended  during  all  the  thirteen  years  that 
this  infringement  of  the  law  was  perpetrated  to  destroy  ij.,1. 
There  was  not  only  a  local,  and  temporary  necessity  for  the 
measure,  for  it  appeared  that  while  ministers  had  all  the 
benefit  of  a  right  honourable  gentlguan  (Mr.  Rose's)  ex- 
perience, it  was  continued  for  that  long  period}  and  his 
authority  was  not  inconsiderable,  for  no  one  was  more  for- 
ward to  interfere  for  tiie  public  advantage  than  himself* 
and  with  this  sole  view  he  interposed.  The  question  was,, 
if  they  were  to  go  into  a  committee  up  stairs  to  make  en- . 
quiry,  and  to  hear  counsel  in  that  committee ;  and  the 
.  subject  was  the  policy  during  the  war,  of  importing  into 
the  West  India  colonies  in  American  ships  the  growth  and 

})roduce  of  the  country  from  which   those  ships  came* 
t  was  objected  to  this,  that  it  was  a  deviation  from  the  sa- 
lutary provisions  of  the  navigation  laws,  and  that  these  had 
hitherto  been  respected.    Did  ger.tleiruTa  remember  the  act. 
~  of  the  24th  Geo.  III.  c.  39,  which  was  a  relaxation  of 
those  laws,  not  for  a  partial  purpose,  but  extending  to  the 
whole  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  America ;   and  it 
was  also  a  bill  which  enabled  the  King  to  regulate  all  duties, 
and   drawbacks  affecting  that  intercourse:  a  subject  on, 
which  the  House  had  always  watched  with  peculiar  suspi? 
cion  and  jealousy,  Again,  in  1797,  the  trade  to  and  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  subjected  to  the  direction  ot 
the  same  authority  during  the  war,  and  very  great  expec- ' 
tation*  were  formal  of  the  commerce  witli  Unit  important 
bclllenieiit.     It  was  hastily  assumed,  that  the  governors, 
were  the  best  judges  when  the  navigation  laws  were  to>be 
suspended,  even  the  governors  of  the  most  insignificant 
establishments,  as  well  as  of  the  most  valuable  and  splendid. 
Was  there  no  situation  of  Europe,  no  condition  of  this, 
country  with  regard  to  the  means  of  subsistence,  which 
would  influence  the  policy  of  this  measure  f  and  how  could 
those  officers  judge  of  the  expediency  from  such  causes  ?, 
With  regard  to  the  lecture  which  his  honourable  and  learn- 
ed friend,  (Mr.  Perceval)  had  delivered,  he  would  leave 
that  to  the  reflection  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  ;  it  was  be- 
tween him  and  them  ;   no  doubt  it  originated  in  the  most 
friendly  motives^"  and  was  intended  purely  to  strengthen 
their  weakness, and  enlighten  their  darkness.  It  was,  indeed, 

F  f  2  Unfortunate. 
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unfortunate,  tbat  public  affairs  should  be  committed  to 
s'ich  unpractised  persons,  and  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  <Mr.  Rose)  who  sat  next  to 'lis  learned  frietad, 
should  not  be  pennitted  to  add  some  ten  or  twelve  years 
more  to  the  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  yean  Experience, 
of  which  the  House  had  heard  so  frequently.  The  learned 
gentleman  was  naturally  surprised,  that  such  young  hands 
should  presume  to  undertake  so  laborious  and  difficult  a 
duty;  and  he  expected,  no  doubt,  that  they  would  pa- 
tiently submit  to  all  the  salutary  correction  he  shoiild  con* 
descend  to  apply. 

Mr.  Canning.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  seems  to  think  that  every  suggestion 
afcd  advice  from  this  side  of  the  House  is  to  be  received 
itith  distrust  by  ministers,  unless  accompanied  with  a  de- 
claration of  friendship  for  administration.  I  have  always 
considered  it  a  sufficient  apology  for  every  member  of  Par- 
liament who  delivers  his  opinion  in  the  fair  execution  of 
his  duty,  if  he  professes  to  have  in  view,  not  the  pleasure 
<jf  the  administration  of  the  day,  but  the  interest  of  bis 
country.  Upon  that  principle  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
considering  the  subject  now  before  us,  than1  which  I  am 
.confident  there  never  was  a  matter  brought  into  this  House 
of  greater  importance,  not  so  much  for  its  immediate  effect, 
as  on  account  of  the  political  principles  connected  with  it. 
Many  propositions  nave  been  submitted  to  Parliament 
which  nave  been  liable  to  one  or  other  of  these  objec- 
jeetions,  either  that  they  were  altogether  unnecessary,  or 
that  being  called  for  by  a  supposed  necessity,  they  have 
"been  pressed  to  an  extent  which  would  produce  a  greater 
riiischicf  than  that  which  they  were  intended  to  remove; 
but  1  do  not  recollect  any  measure  which  comprehended 
so  much  of  both  these  objections  as  the  present ;  origina- 
ting, nslthi'ik  has  been  most  clearly  shewn,  in  no  neces- 
sity whatever,  and  at  the  same  time  teeming  with  so  much 
practical  mischief. 

The  necessity  in  which  it  is  contended  that  this  measure 
originates,  ItaKetobe  this,  that  under  the  circumstances 
of 'war  it  has  be£n  deemed  impossible  for  Great  Britain  to 
supply  Hip  West  India  colonies  with  the  articles  which  it 
fe  absolutely  necessary  they  should  have,  and  that  Ame- 
rica alone  can  supply  them.  If  it  had  been  contended  on 
this  side  of  the  House  that  the  latter  mode  should  in  no 
lase  be  adopted,  but  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  pre- 

elude 
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elude  the  furnishing  of  supplies  from  America,  in  cases 
where  it  was  found  impossible  for  the  West  India  colonies 
todo  without  them,  I  should  understand  the  eagerness  with 
which  this  measure  is  supported.  But  in  arguing  thia 
question^  I  think  myself  at  liberty  to  put  the  West  India 
supplies  entirely  out  of  my  consideration,  not  because  I 
think  them  of  no  importance,  but  because  they  are  no* 
wise  affected  by  this  bill.  Whether  this  bill  passes  or  not 
the  West  India  interest  may  be  equally  well  secured,  as  it 
has  hitherto  been  by  the  continuance  of  the  discretionary 
power  of  the  governors  of  the  colonies.  I  desire  to  know 
in  what  instance  the  exercise  of  this  discretionary  power  of 
the  governors,  has  been  either  rashly  checked,  or  severely 
:etiquired  into ;  hi  what  instance  the  responsibility  attached 
to  that  exercise  of  power  has  prevented  any  governor  from 
exercising  it  in  case  of  necessity ;  in  what  instance  the  ex* 
erdse  of  that  power,  with  that  responsibility  attached  to 
it,  has  failed  to  receive  ihc  sanction  of  Parliament,  and 
an  indemnity  bv  law..  So  confidently  is  this  indemnity 
anticipated  by  the  present  government,  that  there  is  now 
on  the  table  of  this  House  a  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state,  ' 
on  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  remark  bye  and  bye* 
promising  on  behalf  of  Parliament  what  he  calls  the  usual 
indemnity  to  all  the  governors  who  are  called  upon  to  act 
under  it.  If  then  there  has  been  no  disposition  shewn  to 
-prevent  the  exercise  of  this  discretionary  power  upon  all 
occasions,  which  appear  to  require  it ;  if  there  be  no  in* 
tention  in  any  quarter  either  to  abridge  that  powtr,  or  to 
enforce  more  severely  the  responsibility  attached  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  it)  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the  bill  now  be* 
.  fore  us.  There  can  be  nothing  like  a  necessity  for  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  doing  of  that  which  oerpetually  has 
been  done,  and  as  constantlv  sanctioned  whenever  theoc- 
.  casioa  for  it  has  occurred. 

My  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Perceval  J,  i* 
stated  by  the  h  nourable  and  learned  gentleman  to  nave 
-  admitted' (and  as  a  general  truth  it  undoubtedly  mutt  be 
t  admitted)  thnt  when  a  necessity  is  so  constant,  and  so  ur- 
->  gent  that  you  cannot  escape  out  of  it,  you  should  endea- 
t.vour  to  provide  some  permanent  remedy  applicable  to* 
the  continue  no*  of  such  necessity  ;  and  the  honourable  and 
i  learned  gentlwnm  triumphs  in  this  admission.     But  where 
is  the  ground  for  that  triumph  ?  The  admission  concedes  • 
•  nothing. .  My  honourable  friend  says,  that  where  the.rie-* 
1  cessity 
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inconvenience  to  any  individuals,  and  with  the  least  pas* 
fiible  risque  to  the  public  interest,  you  refuse  to  enter  upon 
ft ;  you  wait  until  an  application  shall  come  to  yon  from 
the  West  Indies/  accompanied  perhaps  with  an  assurance 
that  the  colonies  are  starring,  that  an  insurrection  is  ap- 
prehended every  hour,  that  immediate  instantaneous  relief 
can  alooe.avert  a. public  calamity,  that  is  the  opportunity 
which  you  will  take  for  hearing  the  ship-owners  expa- 
tiate on  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  on  the  possibility  df 
"going. from  hence  with  provisions  to  the  West  Indies : 
that, .it  seems,  will  be  the  time  forgoing  into  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  whole  matter,  into  a  discussion  of  the  best  means 
for  regulating  (he  whole  system  of  supplying  the  West 
India  colonies,  by  means  of  British  shipping;,  then  it  is 
that  the  season  will  arrive  for  hearing  counsel,  and  collect- 
ing evidence,  and  balancing  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  adhering  tof  or  relaxing  the  navigation  laws.  Mi- 
nisters, undoubtedly,  will  enter  into  this  cool  deliberate  dis- 
cussion with  grout  advantage,  under  the  pressure  of  a  sud- 
den and  immediate  necessity,  when  the  colonies  ate 
starving  i  Undoubtedly  the  ship-owners  will  .then  be  en- 
titled to  a  favourable  hearing,  when  the  question  is  not  (as 
now)  one  of  general  prospective  policy :  but  simply,  whe- 
ther the  governors  of  the  West  India  islands,  under  the 
Stimulus  of  immediate  want,  shall  be  permitted  to  let  ui l 
supplies  from  America !  Why,  Sir,  to  say  to  gentlemen 
who  use  this  argument,  that  there  is  nothing  in  it,  to  ex- 
pose to  them  the  fallacy  of  it,  I  am  sure  is  needless ;  they 
know  it  js  fallacious,  they  know  it  full,  well ;  but  they  want 
to  evade  the  present  proposed  enquiry ;  and  they  hold  out 
to  the  ship-owners  and  merchants,  whose  interests  are  to  be 
sacrificed  by  this  bill,  a  prospect  of  indulgence,  to  be 
granted  to  them  hereafter,  at  a  moment  when  they  know 
that  the  necessity  will  be  so  urgent  as  to  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  deliberate  investigation.  One  main  proposition 
jrpon  Which  this  bill  is  to  be  supported  is,  though  not  in 
ttermsy  in  substance  this  ;  that  an  urgent,  local  necessity 
-can  be  judged  of  by  those  who  are  at  a, distance,  bettdr 
-thtia  by  those  who  are  on  the  spot.  I  ask,  whether  it  can 
'be  necessary  to  do  more,  than  state  this  proposition,  in  or- 
Vrier  to  shew  its  absurdity  ?  But  even  this  absurdity  is  only 
subsidiary  to  that  other  of  which  we  have  been  speaking, 
the  ndiiflift  that  thenhip-owncrs  will  be  heard  to  most  ad- 
.  Vantage  when  the  necessities  of  the  W^st  Indies  are  imme* 
c  '  fliately 
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diairfy  under  discussion  before  the  privy  council.    It  Is 
plain,  that  if  you  hear  the  ship-owners  now,  your  whole 
policy  may  be  governed  by  their  statements ;  you  itil!  learn  '" 
Irom  them  what  they  can  do  .upon  proper  encouragement^  * 
what  means  they  possess  if  it  should  be  thought  fit  to  brin£  ** 
them  intp  activity,  for  meeting  the  necessities  of  the  plan-  '* 
tations.     If  they  can  shew  that  their  means  are  equal  to*! 
those  necessities,  or  can  be  made  so,  then  this  bill  is  Wholly" ! 
unnecessary ;  if  they  can  do  so  only  to  a  partial  4xlekty  t 
then  the  bill  would  require  modifications  conformableand  ' 
commensurate  to  that  extent.    It  may  be  said,  no  doubt, 
that  the  prospect  of  commercial  gain  may  lead  men  to  pro- 
mise more  than  they  can  perform  ;  but  it  is  true,  On  the  y 
other  hand,  that  it  must  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  thfem  ' 
to  doall  they  can  :  whereas  the  passing  this  bill,  which  will  ' 
put  an  end  at  once  to  all  hope  of  employment,  will  slacken ' 
their  exertions,  and  diminish  their  enterprise  to  such  a  tie-  * 
gree,  that  if  they  should  be  called  hereafter  before  the' 
privy  council  to  make  their  oflfer  to  carry  on  this*  traoe, *'! 
they  must  come  there  not  only  with  abated  ardour,  but  with 
their  general  capacity  for  the  purpose  considerably  impafr-i* ' 
ed ;  so  that  by  this  bill  we  shall  then  have  lost  what' 
can  never  be  recovered.    But  neither  is  this  the  extent  or 
the  absurdity  :  ministers  will  not  hear  now  what  the  ship-' 
owners  have  to  say  upon  the  general  state  of  the  British1 
shipping,  by  the  comparison  of  which,  with  the  general 
amount  of  the  demands  of  the  West  India  colonies,  they 
might  be  enabled  to  draw  their  own  conclusions'  as  to  the 
general  policy  which  thej  ought  to  adopt.    They  wilfrex* 
amine  the  ship-owners  from  time  to  time,  on  the  spur  of 
each  particular  necessity.     In  the  name  of  God,  what  can 
the  ship-owners  know  more  than  I  or  any  other  member  of 
this  House  may  know  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  West 
India  colonies,  at  any  particular  moment,  when  application 
is  made  for  relief  from  a  sudden  pressure  ?    Or  wnat  pro- 
bability is  there,  that  called  upon,  on  a  sudden,  after  years 
of  neglect  and  depression,  they  will  be  prepared  to  coot* 
forward  to  meet  the  necessity  of  the  mpraent  ?  So  that  now, 
when  you  might  avail  yourselves  of  the  unbiassed  intelli* 
genoe  of  these  gentlemen*  when  their  patriotism  and1  ad- 
venturous spirit  might  be  called  into  action  for  the  service 
of  the  state,  you  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  thefcn ;  and 
When  that  spirit  is  enfeebled  by  disuse,-  or  soured  by  dis- 
couragement, and  when  the  points  under  your  enquiry  will 
Vol.  III.  1805-6.  G  g  bo 
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be  confined.simply  to  the  existence  or  degree  of  a  particular 
necessity  in  tue  West  Indies,  ujion  which  their  testimony 
can  lie  good  for  nothing,  then  you  propose  to  call  them  be* 
fore  you  for  examination, .  afind  to  n?quire,from  ;hera  exer- 
tions which  you  will  previously  have  disabled  them  from 
making.     But  \\ .  are  tald  there  is  a  more  simple,  as  well  as  • 
a^nofe  constitutional  view  in  which  this  matter  is  to  be 
looked  at,  and  this  proceeding  recommended,    it  is  said*— 
"  lhat  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  subscribing  to 
"  the  repeated  violations  of  a  law,  and  that  it  is  more  pru- 
"  dent,  as  well  as  more  constitutional,  to  provide  by  ijcgal 
tl "means  for  a  necessity  which  we  cannot  obviate/'    7  he 
objection  to  this  proposition  is  that  it  assumes  too  much— 
fax  it  assumes  thnf  you  qannot  at  any  time  supply  your  co-  . 
Ionics  :  it  is  indeed  stated  to  have  been  proved  by  the  prac- 
tice of  thirteen  years,  thpt  we  cannot  supply  our  colonics  ; . 
it  is  stated  as  a  cheering  piece  of  intelligence  to  the  people  . 
of  England,   that  they  cannot  supply  their  colonies ;  it  is 
stated  to  the  ship-owners,  that  they  cannot,  and  shall  not, 
even  be  permitted  to  try  what  they  can  dojowards  effecting 
that  object.     The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  the 
attorney  general,   exults  and  triumphs  jn  the  supposed  . 
tfuthr  that  we  cannot  sijpply  our  colonies.     I  presume  the 
honourable  aad  learned  gentleman  cannot  mean  to  say  lhat , 
we  ought  not  to  be  desirous  of  doiqg  sp  if  we  had  the, 
power.     Hq  oan not  mean  to  deny,  In  one  instance,  that  > 
which  is  the  fundamental  law  of  c,very  country,  admitted  • 
to  be  so  in  all  books,  and  in  all  writings  of  all  authors  oa 
the  law  of  nations ;  never  known  to  be  contradicted  by 
any  rule  adopted  by  any  nation  in  the  whole  history  of  the  * 
world ;  namely,  that  a  nation  possessing  colonics  has  a  right 
to  reserve  to  itself  the  exclusive  trade  with  such  colonies^ 
This  is  a  principle  which  it  would  be  at  least  desirable  to 
have  observed  between  this  country  and  the  West  Indies  : 
whether  it  can  be  so  or  not  in  every  instance,  is  the  ques- 
tion which  is  now  in  agitation,  but  I  own  it  was  to  me  mat? 
tcr  of  some  surprize,  that  the  attorney  general  of  Great 
Britain  should  appear  to  think  it  matter  of  triumph  and 
exultation,  that  the  united  efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
British  American  colonies  should  not  be  equal  to  the  con* 
stant  necessary  supply  of  the  West  India  islands.    Thfr 
learned  gentleman,  however,    seems  to  imagine  that  all 
mankind  have  uniformly  acquiesced  in  his  doctrine,  for 

$4  nq  endeavour  has  ever  been  made  to  prevent  tib  prac* 
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tice  of  supplying  the  ^ants  of  the  colonies  from  America, 
instead  of  supplying  them  from  Great  Britain*  and  he  pa^ 
ticularly  poiuts  this  observation  At  the  conduct  of  my  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Rose)  who  he  says  was  in  office 
twenty-two  years  without  making  any.  attempt  to  alter  thje 
practice  of  suspending  the  navigation  law? ,  and  he  espe- 
cially hlaroes  my  right  honourable  friend  for  not  having 
made  such  an  attempt  towards  the  conclusion  of  th?  late 
waT.    First,  as  to  the  fact. — It  is  well  known,  though  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman '  chooses  to  appear  to  fqr- 
get  it,  that  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Rose)  was  oi|t 
of  office  a  considerable  time  before  the  end  of  th$  last  war, 
and  before  the  experiment  which  he  now  recommends  to 
this  House,  of  trying  what  we  may  do  by  British  shipping 
alone,  could  have  been  tried.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  alsty 
that  my  right  honourable  friend,  while  in  office,  during  the 
late  war,  was  in  a  situation  which  gave  hinj  no  power  oyer 
measures  of  this  nature,  and  it  is  fit  that  the  honourable  ana 
learned  gentleman  should  be  informed,  that  no  sooner  <lid 
mr  right  honourable  friend  return  to  office,  and  become 
vice-president  of4 the  board  of  trade  (in  which  situation  he 
has  tendered  his  country  so  much  service)  than  hie  di<J  tafcp 
up  the  consideration  of  thi§  subject,  and  before  he  had  beeu 
matiy  days  in  office,,  did  make  an  effort  to  discontinue  the 
practice  which  both  he  and  myself  are  now  opposing.  3ut 
whatever  he  did  for  this,  purpose,  thp  present  t>ill  unques- 
tionably is  intended  to  destroy.    The  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman.  i$,  therefore,  incorrect  in  his  spprQ- 
herjsion  of  the  fact,  when  he  supposes  my  right  honourable 
friend  to  have  made  no  effort,  while  \rx  power,  to  djscofl- 
tintie  the  practice  of  thus  suspending  the  navigation  lawsf, 
'for  tjie  enforcing  of  which  he  is  now  an  advocate,  and  there- 
fore I  may  without  oflfejiQe  infer,,  that  §tU  the  otpcrvAtion* 
which  the  honourable  and  learned  gentlemajj  has  made* 
and  all  the  sarcasms  whicji  he  ha$  attempted  ox\  tbftt  par^ 
*of  the  subject,  are  wholly  ur^butjd^d*     iSoraething,  otth^ 
samfe  kind,'  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  insinu- 
ated dgainst  the  honourable  barojiel,  (Sir  Charles  Prige)  ope 
of  the  membe^\j(or.ttie'ciiy  of  London :   he  lias  asfceql 
trhcre  that  honourable  member  was  when  all  tfyBsp  jjusnen- 
sions  of  the  navigation  laws  took  place,  ajjtd  wheA  bills  of 
indemnity  were  passed  for  those  wno  advised  sty,ch  si^peaf 
sions.     This  question  can  Ife  answered  I  bglfeve,  on  bcr 
half  of  the  worthy  baronet,  as  satisfactorily  as  it  has  been 
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on  that  of  ray  right  honourable  friend.  Surely  it  is  in 
'  the  recollection  of  those  who  are,  or  who  ought  to  be,  on 
the  bench  opposite  to  me,  that  that  worth/  baronet  did  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  very  subject  which  the 
learned  gentleman  has  accused  him  of  neglecting,  and  did 
more  than  once  complain  of  the  suspension  of  the  naviga- 
tion laws,  and  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  he  was  prevented 
only  by  the  promise  of  the  government  itself,  to  look  seri* 
ously  into  the  question,  from  making  it  the  subject  of  a  re- 
gular motion  in  this  House.  All  that  the  learned  gentle- 
"jfcan  has  said,  therefore,  of  the  supposed,  acquiescence  of 
those  who  oppose  the  present  bill,  and  who  support  the  in- 
terests of  the  ship-owners,  all  that  part  of  the  reasoning 
of  the  learned  gentleman  falls  to  the  ground,  because  an 
the  facts  upon  which  his  reasoning  is  founded,  are  removed 
from  under  him. 

So  much  for  the  learned  gentleman's  facts.  Now  for  the 
general  policy  which  the  learned  gentleman  recommends  to 
ns.  He  says  that  rather  than  violate  a  law  frequently,  you 
should  en  act  another  to  make  that  violation  legal.  When  you 
'cannot  enforce  an  act  of  parliament  in  its  strictness,  you 
.should  do  what  ?  pass  another  to  amend  and  modify  it  ?  No, 
pass  another  that  is  a  direct  repeal  and  contradiction  of  it: 
when  a  law  becomes  difficult  to  be  enforced  to  its  full  ex- 
tent, when  it  becomes  inconvenient,  or  troublesome,  or  dis- 
tasteful to  ministers,  what  is  the  natural  course  of  a  govern- 
ment, 6t  least  of  an  omnipotent  government,  such  as  this 
country  is  at  present  blessed  with,  a  government  which  ab- 
hors detail,  which  scorns  to  descend  into  the  little  affairs 
and  petty  interests  of  any  class  of  men ;  'what  but  to  abro- 
gate it  at  once,  and  for  that  purpose  to  bring  before  Parlia- 
ment one  grand  sweeping  clause  to  do  the  whole  away, 
without  the  difficulty  of  descending  into  particulars?  this 
they  are  pleased  to  call  revising  the  system  of  our  laws ; 
'but  one  way  of  revising  a  system  is  to  examine  it,  and  one 
way  of  understanding  a  thing  is  to  examine  it  with  deli* 
Iteration,  and  after  having  so  done  the  result  is  what  we  call 
"decision :  in  this  case  act  with  as  much  decision  as  yon 
.please ;  but  what  I  ask  of  you  is,  that  your  decision  should 
not  precede  enquiry,  but  what  you  do  should  be  the.  result 
not  of  arbitrary  will,  but  of  well-considered  information* 

But  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  thinks  that 
the  navigation  laws  will  be  found  inconvenient  in  some 
particular  instancy,  or  incompatible  with  the  extent  of 
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empire  which  w&  enjoy ;  but  must  tjhes*  laws  be  altogether 
repealed  because  they  may  be  found  inconvenient  in  some 
particulars  ?  I  trust  not.  Do  I  mean  to  say,  therefore,  that 
it  is  better  that  our  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  should  starve 
than  our  navigation  laws  should  be  made  to  give  way  2 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  I  do  mean  to  say,  that  there  ace 
means  of  moderating  the  rigour  of  these  laws,  and  that  like 
any  other  laws  they  may  even  be  suspended  in  cases  of  ab- 
solute necessity ;  and  I  say  too,  that  notwithstanding  this 
same  experience  of  thirteen  years,  I  am  persuaded  there  axe, 
or  may  be,  means  of  supplying  the  colonies  from  this  couu- ' 
try  in  a  manner  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  adequate  to  their 
necessities ;  and  I  contend,  that  it  would  be  extremely  rash 
to  suspend  an  entire  system,  because  in  some  few  instances 
you  find  that  it  cannot  be  enforced  to  its  utmost  rigour  s 
revise  the  system,  if  you  will ;  but  in  that  case  what  I  con-  * 
tend  is,  that  you  ought  to  receive  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject before  you  proceed  upon  your  legislative  enactments. 

But  it  seems  the  responsibility  of  these  suspensions  of  the 
law  of  navigation  is  not  to  be  abandoned  any  longer  to  the 
governors  of  the  islands,  but  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  great 
and  wise  men  at  home  who  constitute  his  Majesty's  present 
ministry.  Now  I  beg  the  House  to  consider  of  this  respon-  , 
sibility.  At  present  the  governors  of  the  colonies  are  left 
to  act  according  to  their  discretion  upon  a  view  of  local 
circumstances,  of  which  they  have  perfect  knowledge. 
They  are  bound  to  prove  that  they  have  acted  under  such 
eircuhistances  with  a  sound  discretion;  an<|  upon  this 
proof  they  are  indemnified :  a  rational  responsibility,  inas- 
much as  it  attaches  to  those  who  have  the  means  of  knowing 
precisely  what-  they  do.  The  alteration  proposed  upon 
this  system  is,  to  take  the  whole  power  ana  discretion  out 
4*f  the  hands  of  those  who  alone  can-  have  any  knowledge 
bow  it  ought  to  be  exercised,  and  whose  conduct  Parlia- 
ment is  necessarily  to  review,  (for  their  conduct  is  of  course' 
brought  under  the  view  of  Parliament  the  very  next  ses- 
sion) and  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  those  who  can  have  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  any  of  the  local,  circumstances  bj 
'which  discretion  may  be  guided ;  who  are  subject  indeed  to 
a  responsibility,  but  a  responsibility  of  a  very  different 
nature,  one  which  never  can  be  eiiforced  except  in  such 
momentous  cases  as  may  compel  Parliament  to  call  great 
ministers  of  state  to  an  account  for  high  misconduct,  a  very 
-cumbrous  process,  and  one  which  is  i>ever  resorted,  to  ex? 
;  *  *  cept 
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eept  in  extreme  cases.  I  would  ask,  therefore,  is  it  advis- 
able to  take  away  the  responsibility  of  tljose  whose  conduct 
must  come  under  the  revision  of  Parliament  eyery  session, 
and  to  fix  it  upon  those  whose  conduct  you  can  never  exa- 
mine without  grave  suspicion  of  criminality  ?  In  fact,  upon 
a  subject  like  this  it  would  never  be  examined  at  all. 
*  But  as  we  are  speaking  of  the  discretion  to  be  intrusted 
to  ministers,  let  us  see  hpw  that  discretion  has  been  already 
used  on  this  very  subject.  We  find  on  the  second  of  April, 
while  this  bill  was  only  in  contemplation,  but  before  it  had 
been  mentioned  to  Parliament,  bis  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  the  colonies  thinks  fit  to  write  to  the  governors  of 
the  West  India  islands,  not  to  exhort  them  to  take  care  bow 
they  exercise  their  power,  not  to  say  that  they  will  be  held 
to  their  responsibility  if  they  should  in  any  instance  relax 
the  navigation  laws  unnecessarily ;  but  he  sends  out  to  the 
-governors  of  the  West  Indies  one  general  sweeping  direc- 
tion to  suspend  the  navigation  laws  during  the  present  war, 
during  the  whole  war,  without  any  qualification  whatever! 
a  most  unusual,  and)  I  will  say,  a  most  unjustifiable  exer- 
cise of  authority ;  and  with  a  confident  anticipation  of  the 
decisions  of  this  House,  he  adds,  that  the  ministers  wiU 
idee  care  that  the  usual  indemnity  shall  be  provided!  (kear9 
hear,  hear,  from  several  parts  of  the  House.)  This  is  be- 
fore the  act  of  Parliament  has  passed.  The  ministers  assure 
the  governors  of  the  West  Indies  they  will  take  care  th^t 
Parliament  shall  pass  an  act  according  to  what  they  con- 
sider the  usage  of  Parliament.  Now  I  do  say,  that  no  per- 
son whatever  is  entitled  to  write  in  this  manner  prospec- 
tively of  what  Parliament  will  do:  "  an  act  of  Parliament 
shall  pass  according  to  the  usage  etf  Parliament."  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  by  what  usage  of  Parliament  any  one  of 
the  King's  servants  at  home  can  tell  the  King's  servants 
abroad  that  Parliament  shall  pass  an  indemnity  for  an  act 
which  when  ordered  to  be  done  was  against  law.  I  must 
say,  that  it  is  a  most  extraordinary  and  indecent  exercise 
off  ministerial  power.  But  have  we  any  better  security  for 
the  safety  of  our  colonies  by  shifting  the  responsibility 
from  the  governors  erf1  the  islands  to  the  ministers  at  home  ? 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  the  evil  of  the  discretionary  power 
ttiust  be  increased  ?  I  will  suppose  the  case  of  a  represent** 
tion  cdraing  over  from  the  West  Indies,  in  which  it  should 
be  stated  that  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  fbr  a  certain 
uumediata  supply  3  suppose  the>  shipowners,  on  •  being 
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heard,  were  to  persuade  government  that  they  would  supply 
the  wants  of  the  islands,  and  that  government;  yielding  to  . 
their  suggestions,  send  out  an  order  to  the  West  Indies 
against  opening  the  ports ;  suppose  that  before  the  supplies  * 
could  arrive  from  hence  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  were 
starving ;  I  trust  that  the  rigour  of  that  order  would  not 
be  obeyed  by  the  governor  of  any  one  of  the  islands  in  such 
a  case  ;  but  that  every  one  of  them  would  consider  it  as  his 
duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  his  country  to  disobey  it ;  but 
if  he  adhered  to  that  order  he  could  not  be  called  to  an 
account,  for  under  the  authority  of  this  bill  there  is  no  dis- 
cretion left  to  him.     Surely  this  is  putthlg  the  governors 
in  the  most  painful  situation,  a  situation  unjust  in  the  ex-  • 
treme,  at  the  same  time  that  it  exposes  the  colonies  to  un- 
necessary hazard.    So  much  for  future  discretion  and  re- 
sponsibility :  at  present,  I  defy  you  to  call  any  governor 
whatever  to  account  for  any  the  most  wanton  suspension  of  • 
the  navigation  laws.     The  sweeping  authority  which  the 
right  honourable  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Wind  hart,  has 
sent  to  the  colonies,  provides  for  the  suspension  of  the 
-whole  of  the  navigation  laws    during  the  whole  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.    Such  is  the  foretaste  which  minister* 
have  given  us  of  tJUe  use  which  they  will  make  of  the  dis- 
cretionary power  which  they,  require  at  our  hands.  We  am 
not?  called  upon  to  sanction  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's letter,  by  enacting  the  substance  of  it  into  a  law. 
For  one*  I  cannot  consent  to  do  so  ;,  nor  can  1  hesitate  in 
saying  that  ministers  ought  to  take  more  care  than  they 
have  done  in  thi*  instance  that  their  own  acts  are  right,  be- 
fore they  make  them  the  foundation  of  any  legislative  mea- 
sure. 

At  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  multiply- 
ing laws  unnecessarily  is  a  great  evil.  I  think  it  is  not  con- 
tended on  the  other  side  of  the  .House  that  there  is  that  ur- 
gent practical  necessity  for  the  passing  of  this  bill,  which 
would  make  you  overlook  all  other  political  considerations; 
what  yon  now  propose  to  have  an  act  of  Parliament  for 
doing  may  be  done  at  any  time  without  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, if  necessary  to-be  done  at  all.  If  there  be  no  instant 
and  urgent  call  npon  you,  H  is  clear  that  you  ought  not  to 
adopt  such  a  measure  without  inquiry ;  go  into  that  in- 
quiry you  will  find  the  measure  unnecessary  altogether  z 
we  are  not  now  providing  for  the  urgent  and  immediate 
fupply  of  the  islands,  that  is  secure*    The  .principle  on 

which 
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wliicli  any  permanent  provision  on  so  important  a  sub(ject 
should  be  founded  is  surely  matter  fit  for  the  gravest  deli* 
beration  of  Parliament ;  and  I  would  venture  tQ*sk  whe- 
ther, before  coming  to  a  decision  on  puch  a  subject,  it  does 
not  become  Parliament  to  consider  the  political  state  of  the 
World,  to  consider  in  what  way  the  adoption  of  a  j  ermanent 
measure  of  this  kind  may  bear  upon  any  points  which  are 
or  may  be  in  discussion  between  us  and  America ;  and  how 
for  the  government  of  America,  or  at  least  considerable  par- 
ties and  leading  individuals  there,  whose  sentiments  towards 
this  country  are  avowedly  of  the  most  hostile  nature,  may 
he  likely  to  consider  the  passing  of  this  bill  as  a  concession 
on  the  part  of  this  country. 

The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
professes  to  be  acquainted  in  a  peculiar  degree  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  trade  is  carried  on  between  America 
and  our  West  India  colonies.  He  has  stated  thai  no  ar- 
ticles of  any  kind  but  lumber  and  provisions  are  imported  - 
from  America  to  those  colonies ;  but  I  understand  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  other  articles,  such  as  soap,  candles,  leather, 
and  other  manufactured  articles,  do  find  their  way  from 
America  into  the  West  Indies  ;  and  if  so,  if  they  do  now 
find  their  way  before  the  passing  of  this  bill,  they  will  after- 
wards find  their  way  still  more,  for  this  bill,  whatever  pro- 
hibitions you  may  insert  in  it,  will  obviously  facilitate  the 
intercourse ;  the  trading,  in  the  first  instance,  will  be  ge* 
.  neral,'  and  yon  will  be  left  to  take  care  of  your  exceptions 
in  each  particular  instance.  Thus  you  will  be  giving  to 
America  a  very  great  boon,  not  only  to  the  extent  which 
you  admit,  but  much  beyond  it ;  it  will  be  impossible  to 
prevent  many  things  from  being  done  under  colour  of  this 
act  which  cannot  be  done  at  present :  and  if  you  do  in  fact 
give  such  a  boon,  it  is  idle  to  pretend  ignorance  or  indi£» 
ference  about  it :  either  you  mean  it,  or  you  do  not ;  if  not, 
why  pans  the  bill  at  all  ?  our  colonics  can  get  what  they, 
want  without  it.  If  you  intend  to  gratify  America,  how 
does  ihe  receive  it  ?  as  a  favour  for  which  she  is  thankful  ? 
or  as  a  concession  which  she  claims  ? 

It  k- notorious  that  there  arc  points  of  great  delicacy  in 
discussion  with  America.  I  do  not  wish  to  give  or.  to  ask 
any  opinion  upon  them ;  but  I  must  ask  the  right  honour- 
able secretary  (Mr.  Fox)  whether  he  is  already  so  weary  of 
the  approbation  and  applause  which  he  received  for  his  . 
conduct  in  (he  dispute  with  Prussia,  that  he  cannot  per- 
suade 
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suade  himself  to  act  in  the  same  spirit  towards  America  ?  I 
know  he  will  tell  me  that  this  act  has  no  direct  reference  to 
America,  that  America  is  uo  party  to  it.    But  however  that 
may  be,  it  is  no  less  true,  that  considerable  advantages  are . 
afforded  by  it  to  Amerioa,  and  that  by  (his  measure  you , 
may  embarrass  yourselves  in  the  consideration  of  anv  treaty, 
you  may  have  to  enter  into  with  that  country.     Suppose 
you  should  hereafter  wish  to  repeal  this  bill  at  a  time  when, 
America  might  be  again,  as  she  is  now,  in  a  state  of  ferment 
with  regard  to  this  country,  would  not  they  thigk  the  re- 
peal of  a  law  so  beneficial  to  their  commerce  a  measure  so, 
injurious,  that  the  continuance  of  it  may  perhaps  be  made, 
the  price  at  which  the  friendship  of  America  is  to  be  pur- . 
chased  ?  and  they  will  not  be  without  arguments,  to  sustain 
their  claim :  "  Was  not  the  law  necessary  tp  your  pwncon-»% 
venience,  they  may  say,  and  founded  on  the  experience  of 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  before  it  was  adopted?  Did  you,, 
not  upon  deliberation  adopt  it  as  a  measure  of  stafe  policy  ? 
Did  not  we  receive  it  as  a  measure  of  conciliation  ?  Wh  vy 
when  the  same  reasons  are  still  in  force,  should  it  be  dis- 
continued, unless  as  an  indication  of  hostility  to  us  ?"  Such, 
may  be  at  some  future  and  perhaps  no  distant  time  the  lan- 
guage of  America.     Do  I  therefore  say  that  all  concession, 
is  in  its  nature  necessarily  bad  ?  No,  I  do  not ;  but  I  do  say,, 
that  concession  may  be  good  or  bad  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  time  in  which  it  is  made ;  and  I  do  fur- 
ther say,  that  a  worse  moment  for  this  country  to  make  any. 
concession  to  America  could  not  be  chosen.    What  gre^ter^ 
sacrifices  could  any  country,  friend  or  foe,  expect  from  you. 
than  this  which  you  are  now  about  to  make  to  America  I 
Has  France,  has  even  France  with  all  the  extravagance  of 
her  pretensions,  ever  been  bold  enough  to  ask  you  to  sus- 
pend your  navigation  laws?  I  do  not  say  that  America  asks 
yon  to  do  so;  but  I  do  say,  that  in  the  situation  in  which 
you  stand  you  ought  to  take  care  to  be  above  even  the  sus- 
picion of  an  undue  compliance.  This  measure,  on  the  face. 
of  it,  carries  the  appearance  of  a  concession  at  a  moment 
wherein,  it  is  your  duty  to  stand  upon  your  rights  ;  it  is  at 
least  liable  to  this  construction,  and  if  you  pass  it  at  the 
present  moment  it  will  be  so  thought  of  in  America.  Once 
again,  where  is  the  necessity  for  this  measure  ?  Cannot  out 
West  India  plantations  be  supplied  with  every  thing  they 
want  without  it  ?  Will  they  not  be  supplied  exactly  in  the 
lame  manner  whether  this  bill  passes  or  not  ?   If  there,  is  no 
Vol.  III.  1805-C.  II  h  .      necessity 
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necessity  for  it,  think  of  the  danger  there  is  in  -passing  tht» 
bill  trttfl  a  lfcw,  not  only  on  account  of  the  injury  you  sus- 
tain by  the  suspension  of  your  navigation  laws,  while  that 
suspension  continues,  but  also  because  you  will  by  such  » 
snsperiskm  as  this  bill  provides,  make  it  difficult,  it  not  im- 
possible^ to  revert  to  your  former  system.    It  is  not  denied 
that  it  fc  an  evil  to  suspend  the  navigation  laws  ;  but  the 
evil  is  in  some  degree  unavoidable.    Be  it  so- ;  but  why  ar- 
gmvate  what  you  cannot  altogether  avoid  ?  Why  make 
that  suspension  permanent  which  when  temporary  and  oc- 
casional has  fully  answered  every  purpose  ?  You  say,  you. 
ate  only  doing  what  has  been  already  done  for  many  years, 
that  you  tmly  mean  to  do  the  same  thing  in  a  different  man* 
iter.   'You  may  mean  what  you  will ;  but  certainly  the  ef- 
fect of  your  bill  will  be  to  suspend  permanently  laws  which, 
have  hitherto  only  been  suspended  temporarily,  to  take  re- 
sfcxMisibility  from  those  who  acted  from 'knowledge  of  the 
necessity  or  eafch  particular  case,  and  tendered  an  annual* 
account  of  each  act  of  discretion,  and  to  place  it  in  the* 
hands  of  others  who  already  have  shewn  us  what  an  extra** 
Vagantuse  they  mean  to  make,  and  how  little  account  they* 
propose  to  tender  of  it,  who  have  already  anticipated  for 
Ae  whofe  of  tiie  war  the  existence  of  a  necessity ,  w  htch  has 
hitherto  been  ascertained  annually,  and  never  acted  upon. 
Until  ascertained, 

*  And  you  do  this  at  a  time  and  under  eircumsftanees  which 
induce  inevitably  the  suspicion  that  while  you  are  thus  sa- 
&ffieing  the  leading  principles  of  your  navigation  systeni, 
acs  well  as  the  interests  of  that  class  of  men,  by  encouraging 
whom  you  would  enconrage  the  maritime  power  of  the 
country,  you  are  making  this  sacrifice  to  a  foreign  power 
at  present  no  ,way  favourably  disposed  to  you,  and  in  whom 
the  appearance  of  concession  is  likely  to  beget  an  increased* 
spirit  of  encroachment :  and  all  this  you  are  doing  rashly 
tfnd  precipitately,  shutting  your  eyes  against  the  factswkich 
are  offered  to  be  proved  to  you,  and  relegating  the  evidence 
tf  thove  b&t  capable  of  giving  you  information,  tb  a  period 
when  it  can  neither  be  received  with  the  same  confidence*. 
nor  listened  to  with  the  same  effect,  when  the  mischief  will 
have-been  incurred,  and  when  the  means  of  remedying  it 
will  be  incalculably  diminished. 

This  w  the  way  in  which  ynu  are  passing  this  most  un* 
necessary  and  mischievous  bill;  these  are  the  pretests oa 
*hichyotr  endeavour  to  recommend  it  to  this  House;  these 

•'  •  are- 


JUNE  Ir7.1  AMEinCAN  12fTEacO*H10E  BILL*  SS3" 

«*e  thedngfrs  to  which  it  will  expose  you ;  thesejaethn 
-evils  which  it  will  produce*  1  think  it  likely  to  he  bUl 
Id  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and.thftEdbre  I  sh*U 
give  it  raj  decided  opposition* 

Dr.  Laurence  observed  that  the^entfemen  who  said  any 
thing' against  this  bill,  seemed  to  found  their  opinio**  en* 
iirely  on  a  fallacy  ;  they  spoke  as  if  they  considered  that  a 
qy*tem,  which  in  fact  was  nothing  more  than  a  provisional 
regulation  for  the  benefit  of  our  shipping)  aud  for  the  occa* 
sionat  supply  of  our  colonies.  Thesis  gentlemen,  however, 
who  were  so  extremely  tender  about  the  navigation  laws, 
and  who  were  so  constantly  in  the  habit  of  extolling  the 
great  virtues  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
who  is  now  no  more,  did  not  seem  to  recollect  aqy  thing- 
nbont  the  Dutch  property  act  that  was  passed  during  the, 
administration  of  that  gentleman.  >  When  it  was  appro* 
bended  that  Holland  was  about  to  be  annexed  to  Fcance,  at 
first  an  order  in  council  was  passed,  permitting  the  landing 
of  Dutch  property  in  this  country  from  neutral  vessels* 
This  practice  was  afterwards  by  a  positive  law  extended* 
and  was  in  that  extended  state  continued  for  upwards  of 
four  years,  to  the  total  ruin  of  our  navigation  laws*  Lelj 
those  gentlemen  then  triumph  in  their  long  experience  in 
that  administration ;  but  let  them  not  at  the  same  time  af- 
fect a  tenderness  about  our  navigation  laws. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose,  merely  .to  state  thfe  efiect  that  the 
proposed  regulation  had  produced  in  Ireland.  The  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  provision  trade,  instead  of  supposing 
themselves  at  all  injured  by  this  bill,  considered  that  it 
would  promote  the  export  of  provisions  from  that  country r 
They  considered  that  it  would  be  much  safer  to  embark  in 
the  (rade  of  supplying  the  West  Indies  with  provisions, 
when  the  discretion  was  in  the  privy-council,  than  formerly 
when  it  was  vested  in  the  governors  of  the  islands.  At  the 
flame  time  they  had  now  sufficient  notice,  that  if  they  were 
not  able  to  supply  the  markets,  the  ports  wouM  be  open 
to  the  American  vessels.  He  feK  a  considerable  degree  of 
surprise  at  finding  that  this  bill  was  opposed  by  the  skip* 
ownefrs,  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  much  more  to  their 
advantage,  that  the  discretion  which  must  rest  somewhere, 
should  remain  with  the  privy-council,  than  that  it  should 
be  given  to  the  governors  of  the  islands,  who  sonpetimes 
night  be  supposed  to  act  capriciously,  and  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  planters.    In  letting  this  discre;  ion  remain  with 
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ihe:privy*couheil/the  decision  was  brought  to  their  own 
door.     As  to  the  provision  trade,  when  the  letter  had  been 
s6much  dwelt  upon,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  should 
also  have .  considered  the  bounties  that  were  given  on  ex- 
portation from  our  colonies,  and  the  pains  that  were  taken 
to  ffiye  this  cowntry  and  its  colonies  every  advantage  in  sup- 
plying the  West  India  market.     He  could  declare  most 
positively  ,*  arid  he  could  bring  documents  to  prove  it,  that 
when  the  persons  concerned  in  the  provision  trade  in  Ire- 
land had  been  applied  to  upon  this  subject,  their  answer 
was,  that  they  would  embark  in  thelrade  with  much  greater 
confidence  and  spirit,  when  they  knew  that  it  would  be  go- 
verned by  a  fixed  rule,  laid  down  by  the  privy-council, 
than  they  would  have  done  when  the  discretion  remained 
entirely  with  the  governors  of  the  islands,  and  when  they 
were  not  sure  but  that  on  the  arrival  of  their  provisions  some 
arbitrary  and  capricious  order  might,  by  giving  an  advaiv- 
tage  to  the  Americans,  prevent  the  sale  of  them.     He  con- 
cluded by  declaring,  that  this  measure  had  given  more  sa- 
tisfaction tothe  Irish  merchants  concerned  in  the  provision 
trade,  than  all  the  measures  which  the  boasted  experience 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  could  in 
twenty  years  enable  them  to  suggest. 
•  The  House  then  divided, 

Against  the  amendment,    -    -    -     112 

For  it, di 

»  

Majority,    *    58 
The  bill  was  afterwards  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

The  other  orders  of  the  Mouse  wtre  then  disposed  of. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSS   OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  18.. 

Lord  Granard  took  the  oaths  and  bis  seat. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  brought  up  the  West  India  auditors'  bill, 
find  several  private  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

The  Chelsea  allowance  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 

passed,  and  a  message  sent  to  the  Home  of  Commons  to 

acquaint  then*  therewith,  -* 

Strangers 
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S( rangers  were  for  some  time  excluded,  while  the  Hdnse 
discussed  some  matter  of  privilege.  *    *  * 

r  • 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE  IN  SCOTLAND 

Lord  Grenvil|c  moved  that  tbe  House  should  resolve  it- 
self into  a  fomfniUce  to  consider  the  administration  of  ci- 
vil justice  in  Scotland. 
.  The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee, 

fiord  G remit fc  said  no  man  could  more  deeply  fed  the 
importance  and  difficulty  of  any  subject  than  he  did  that 
upon  which  he  now  rose  to  address  their  lordships.     Feel- 
insr,  however,  as  he  did,  all  the  difficulty  of  the  subject, 
he  felt  it  nt  the  same  time  to  be  his  duty,  after  fully  and 
maturely  considering  it,  to  submit  certain  propositions  to 
their  lordships,  the  objects  of  which  were  to  remove  evih 
and  inconveniences  which  had  arisen  to  a  great  height,  and 
wh  ich  loudly  demanded  a  remedy,     f  1  is  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  number  of  appeals  in  that  House,  particular- 
ly from  Scotland,  which  had  increased  to  such  an  extent, 
that  their  accumulation,  and  tbe  consequent  great  delay  in 
their  decision,  became  a  most  serious  evil  to  suitors  in  that 
high  court,  and  was  disreputable  to  its  jurisdiction!     la 
considering  this  subject,  his  attention  was  naturally  turned 
to  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  from  whence  so  many 
of  these  appeals  came,  and  there  he  found  also  that  the 
business  had  accumulated  to  an  extent  which  produced 
the  most  material  evils  to  the  suitors,  from  the  unavoida- 
ble delay  which  occurred  in  deciding  causes.     It  would  be 
a  superfluous  waste  of  their  lordships1  time  to  enter  into  * 
.history  of  the  court  of  session  ;  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
observe,  that,  by  the  act  of  union,  it  was  declared  to  be 
the  court  for  deciding  causes  in  Scotland,  and  fronfc  which 
an  appeal  only  lay  to  the  House  of  Lords.     It  was  evident, 
therefore,  thit  no  other  court  could  be  established  for  this 
purpose*,  without  a  breach  6f  the  act  of  union.     There 
were,  however,  means  of  altering  the  frame  and  constitu-* 
tion  of  this  court,  by  which,  as  he  conceived,  civil  jus- 
t  ice  in  ight  be  better  and  more  speedily  administered.     The 
roprt  at  present  consisted  of  fifteen  judges.     He  did  not, 
mean,  ana  he  trusted  he  should  not  be  understood  to  mean, 
to  throw  the  slightest  reflection  upon  any  of  the  learned 
judges  of  that  court;  but  it  was  his  opinion,' and  it  Was 
the  opinion  of  many  persons  of  great  experience  and  know-* 
ledjp  of  the  laws,  that  speaking  generally  juatiec  was  bct- 

.  tec 


T»E  PARLIAMENTARY   XEGISTE*.      [lo»D% 

ter  administered  in  a  court,  where  the  judges  were  only 
three  or  four  in  number,  than  where  they  consisted  of  a 
greater  number*.  There  were  many  reasons,  which  would 
natural!*  occur  to  their  lordships,  why  this  must  necessa- 
rily be  the  case*  It  wasabo  of  the  highest  importance 
that  the  conduct  of  judges  in  their  respective  courts  should, 
as  in  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  be  open  to  the  world ; 
that  they  should  deliver  their  opinions  in  the  face  of  an  en* 
lightened  bar,  from  whence  they  would  soon  become  sub* 
jjects  of  pt\blic  discussion ;  and  then  the  slightest  error  (for 
judges  were  fallible  as  well  as  other  men)  would  very  soon 
oe  corrected.  A  great  advantage  likewise  arose  from  all 
the  judges  of  a  court  hearing  the  arguments  of  counsel  in 
the  cause  on  which  they  wore  to  deckle,  and  their  being  en* 
abled  to  form  their  opinion  with  as  little  delay  as  possible* 
Jo  the  court  of  session  all  the  legal  arguments,  as  well  as 
the  proceedings,  were  delivered  in  writing,  a  course  of 
practice  which  necessarily  consumed  much  time  in  the  de- 
liberations of  the  judges ;  and  after  each  had  examined 
the  written  documents,  unless  they  were  unanimous,  a 
circumstance,  which,  perhaps,  where  there  were  so  many 
judges,  could  not  be  expected  often  to  happen,  another 
delay  arose  from  their  delivering  their  opinions  seriatim* 
With  this  view  of  the  subject  a  plan  had  been  framed  for 
ike  purpose  of  obviating  some  of  the  inconveniences  re* 
suiting  from  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  session,  and 
the  forms  of  its  proceeding.  It  was  proposed  to  divide 
the  court  into  chambers,  the  number  to  be  hereafter  fixed ; 
his  opinion  inclined  to  three  chambers,  as  more  likely  to. 
answer  the  purpose  of  speedily  administering  justice  than 
two ;  whilst  in  the  latter  case  the  objection  to  a  great  nam* 
her  of  judges  in  one- court  would  still  oiterate  considerably, 
though  not  with  such  great  force.  These  chambers,  he 
proposed^  should  decide  respectively  upon  the  same  de- 
scription of  causes,  without  allotting  any  exclusive  juris- 
diction to  either.  The  courts  here,  which  had  origin- 
ally each  a  separate  jurisdiction  over  a  distinct  class  of 
causes,  had  become  by  long  usage  equal  in  jurisdiction 
wjth  respect  to  all  causes,  with  some  exceptions  ;  and  this 
praotiee,  which  had  grown  up  contrary  to  the  original  in- 
tention of  these  courts,  was  found  to  be  infinitely  more 
convenient  than  the  original  principle  of  separate  jurisdic-  - 
tkm.  Individuals  being  thus  enabled  to  carry  causes  into 
either  of  the  courts,  at  their  option,  public  opinion  in  the 

increase 
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increase  of  business,  and  one  court  oyer  another,  would 
soon  indicate  the  motives  of  the  preference,,  and  point  out 
whatever  slight  cause  thane  might  be  tor  the  decrease  of 
business,  in  the  other  ;  thus  leading  to  an  uniformit y  of  de* 
cisiou  upon  .legal  pointy  which  could  not  be  the  case  if. 
each  court  had  a  •  separate  jurisdiction  over  a  certain  de^ 
sciiption  of  causes.  It  was  proposed,  therefore*  that 
parties  should  have  an  option  of  bringing  their  suits  befoi* 
either  of  those  chambers,  and  that  where  there  was<a  prfir 
vious  hearing  before  the  lord  ordinary,  that  the  cause 
should  belong  to  the  ctamber  of  which  the  lord  ordisiMry 
was  a  .member.  It  was  also  proposed  that  the  lord  pres*+ 
dent  of  the  court  of  session  should  preside  over  one  of  Ike 
chambers,  and  that  his  Majesty  should  be  empowered  to 
appoint  judges  of  the  court  to-' preside  over  the  chambeflsj 
such  presidents  holding  their  offices  like  the  other  judge* 
during  good  behaviour.  The  next  great  object  which  he 
had  ia  view  was  the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury  ill  civil 
causes  into  Scotland.  For  him  speaking  with  tbo  experi- 
ence of  an  Englishman,  andist  |t  British  legislature,  to  at* 
tempt  to  advocate  the  trial  by  jury,  the  benefits  resulting 
from  which  were  so  well  known  and  so  justly  appreciated* 
would  appear  a  very  superfluous  waste  ©f  time-  Xhia 
mode  of  trial  had  not*  however,  for  a  long  time  been  used 
in  Scotland  m  civil  cases,  although  it  had  formerly  beg* 
practised  in  that  country,  and  the  greatest  advantage* 
would  result  from  its  re-introduction.  At  present,  frooa 
the  mode  of  proceeding  it  was  frequently  impossible  to  £i  ve 
a  correct  decision  upon  a  feet.  He  proposed,  therefore* 
that  the  proceedings  should  be  put  into  that  form  in  which* 
as  in  England  an  issue. might  be  joined,  that  the. pursued 
should  state  distinctly  the  facts  which  he  alleged,:  tbat.thci 
defcneter  should  either  distinctly  admit  or  deny  these  al« 
feged  fccts  in,  whole  or  in  part,  and  that  thus  issue  .being 
joined  on  the  record,  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the  chtmtn 
oer  in  possession  of  the  cause,  at  the  request  of  either  pa*-? 
ty,  todirect  a  trial  by  jury  on  this  issue  of  fact ;  that  the 
chamber  might  also,  without  being  applied  to  by  either 
party,  direct  such  trial  by  jury,  and  might  also  remit  tho 
cause  to  the  circuit,  to  be  there  tried  by  a  jury.  Them 
were  inferior  courts,  such  as  those  of  the  sheriffs  and  bai« 
lies,  where  the  ex  pence  of  a  trial  by  jury  might  be  muck 
greater  than  the  value  of  the  object  ia  dispute ;  he  thought 
that  it  would  fee  advisable*  therefore,  only  to, allow  of  a 

trial- 
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trial  by  joty,  in  those  cases  Where  it  was  directed  by  one  of 
the  chambers,  on  application  of  either  of  the  parties.     It 
would  also  be  necessary  to  give  a  power  of  appealing  to 
the  decision  of  the  chamber  directing  the  trial  by  jury,  in 
cases  of  misdirection  of  the  judge  to  the  jury,  or  where 
the  verdict  was  given  in  contradiction  to  evidence.     la 
this  way  he  conceived  that  the  introduction  of  the  trial  by 
jury  into  civil  cases  in  Scotland,  would  be  productive  of 
the  most  important  advantages.     The  third  head  of  the 
plan  related  to  appeals,  with  respect  to  which  it  was  pro- 
msed,  that  there  should  be  an  immediate  court  of  review 
oetween  the  chambers  and  the  House  of  Lords;  still,  bow- 
ever,  not  in  any  degree  violating  the  act  of  union,  by 
tienching  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  session.    It 
was  proposed  that  an  appeal  should  lie  from  each  of  the 
chambers  to  the  court  of  review,  which  should  consist  of 
all  the  lords  of  the  court  of  session,  except  those  of  the 
chamber  in  which  the  decision  appealed  against  should  be 
made;  that  an  appeal  sbotftd  lie  to  the. court  of  session, 
without  the  necessity  of  going  through  the  intermediate 
forms  now  used,  of  bills  of  advocation  and  suspension. 
That  the  court  of  review  should  proceed  with  printed 
cases,  and  hear  counsel  in  the  same  manner  as  in  appeals 
in  the  House  of  Lords ;  that  an  appeal  should  ultimately 
lie  from  this  court  of  review  to  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
from  noother  court?  and  that  such  jappeals  should  be  only 
against  final  judgment,    and  not  against  interlocutory 
judgment.    It  was  also  proposed,  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent frivolous  and  vexatious   appeals,  that  the  House 
should  have  the  power  of  awarding  costs  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  at  present.    It  was,  too,  notorious,  that  many 
appeals  were  brought  to  that  House  without  any  hope  of 
ultimate  success,  but  merely  with  a  view  of  gaining  a  cer-^ 
tain  advantage  from  suspending  for  a  time  the  execution* 
of  the  judgment. given  in  the  court  below.    This  advan- 
tage might,  in  some  cases,  overbalance  any  consideration 
of  costs  which  could  possibly  be  awarded  against  an  ap- 

£ellant ;  he  had,  therefore,  framed  a  resolution,  but  he 
ad  at  present  so  much  doubt  about  it,  that  he  would  not 
propose  it  among  the  other  resolutions ;  the  object  of 
which,  however,  was,  that  in  cases  where,  notwithstand- 
ing execution  being  issued  on  the  judgment  in  the  court 
below,  the  appellant  might,  nevertheless,  in  the  event  of 
a  reversal  of  the  judgment,  be  placed  in  the  same  situa- 
tion 
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Ipl&flf  as  if  such  execution  bad  never  issued ;  that  then  thg 
pottrt  below  should  certify  to  that  House ;  and  that,  iur 
•ucb  case,  the  House  should, b$  empowered-  to  order  exe* 
«0ii*o  to  issue  on  the  judgment  of  such  court  pending  the 
frppeal.    This*  however,,  was  entirely  a  new. measure,  and 
got  $4a  ding  on  .tho  same  solid  ground/*  of  iiugiish  experi- 
ence which  jtbp  other  part$-*)f  the  plan  did,  and  therefore 
Ite-w+ufc}  take  funhpc  time  to  consider  of  it.'    On$  point 
o£  detail  h$  wflpld  first  mention — it  .was  proposed  to  aho- 
iiffc,  jptatleaat  to  limit/  as  much  as  possible*  extraction 
*F  rcoard?y< document*,  &c«  in  causes,  in  Scotland,  which 
hadgr own  into  a  grc&t  abuse,  volumes  being  thus  frequent- 
ly tnadeuf>  in  one  cause,  Aheixpence  of  .extracting  which 
jdoae  anioiutted,  to';  more  tb*n  the  value  of  the  object  in 
dispute.     It  was  proposed,  therefore,  to  confine  this  sys-? 
temjof  ejtirftcting.tq  a  :mftr£  exemplification  of  the  record, 
the,  pleadings,  and  the  interlocutors.     He  was  aware,  that, 
in  carrying  into  execution  a  detailed  system,  like  the  pre- 
sent? thqre  were  many  persons  whose  interests  might  be  in- 
jured, and  not  merely  interests,  but  whose  just  rights  or 
just  expectations  fouodgl  upon  previous  .study  and  appli- 
cation, with  a  view  to  particular  departments,  might  b*  in- 
jured*    If  the  proposed  plan  should  be  earried  into  execu- 
tion, and  any  suchinstanee$<of  loss  or  injury  should  arise, 
be  had  no  doubt  .jtfrajt  the  justice  of  Parliament  would 
award  a  proper  compensation ;  with  one  other  "point  -ilso, 
he  woitld  trouble  their  lordships;  it  was  necessary  'that* 
fheFe  should  be  some  means  of  preventing  an  aged  and, in- 
firm jujige  from  being  reduced  to  the  painful  necessity  of 
re  tiring  .with  old.ageinto  poverty;  or  of  continuing  to  ex-, 
erciselhptje  duties  for  which  corporeal  and  perhaps  menial 
infirmity  had  rendered  bim,iu  a  great  measure  incapable; 
a  provision  of/his  kind  existed  in  England,  and  he  thought 
ought  to  be  extended   to  Scotland.     He  had   now  gone. . 
through  the  whole  of  the  proposed  plan,  which,  if  it  did 
not  go  so  far  as  some  mightwjsh,  rested,  so  fur  ns.  it  went* 
upon  solid  grounds  of  experience  in  this  part  of  the  united 
kingdom.     He  thought  it  would  be  highly  adv  nitigeous, 
if  the  practice  if  Bearing  counsel  intended  to  iiti  introduced 
into  the  court  of  review  was  introduced  into  all  the  Scot- 
tish courts.     He  would  not  go^  however,  thus  far  at  pre- 
6e*tya«idH0(jJc4'rat]ier  prefer  that  the  present  pi  in  should 
be   first  tried.  » Hc'.wishcrd  that  the  whole  plan  should 
tmdfrfgo : t he  mogt  :dcUbctUte  investigation,    and  .'ttot-  it 
•:;V*L.'#I.  1805-6.  I  i  should 
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fthould  be  thoroughly  and  maturely  considered  by  thosi 
who  were  best  enabled  to  form  a  judgment  as  to  its  merits-, 
or  give  information  upon  the  subject.  He  wished  alia 
that  their  lordships  should  have  full  time  to  consider  th* 
subject  maturely,  and  with  all  the  new  light  that  coull 
possibly  be  thrown  upon  it.  With  that  view,  it  was  h» 
intention  to  propose  a  number  of  resolutions,  which,  after 
they  had  passed  through  the  committee,  it  was  his  inteo» 
tion  should  be  printed ;  he  would  then  move  that  the  eofl« 
sideration  of  tlie  subject  should  be  postponed tilVfc*  jfajp 
when  it  wns  li  ely  Parliament  would  not  sit,  in  order  that 
the  finil  disci  ssio  \  upon  them  might  be  postponed'  till 
next  session.  His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  a  ntfflt* 
ber  of  resolutions  in  conformity  with  the  objects  proposed 
in  his  speech.  J  •- 

Lord  ilaj)1  esburf/  stated,  that  this  subject  had  ftetit 
under  the  consideration  of  the  late  ministry,  who  had 
taken  ste  s  tonne  purpose  of  obtaining  every  possible  in* 
formation  rt«pecti'*g  it,  with  the  view  of  afterward*  bnhg- 
i\\\r  U  before  Parliament.  Upon  his  present  view  of  the 
.subject,  he  concurred  with  the  n#b)c  lord  in  most  of  "his 
propositions ;  he  thought  (be  division  of  the  court  <jf 
sehsion  into  three  courts  would  be  much  preferable  to  two-, 
but  doubted  the  propriety  of  excluding  from  the  court  of 
review  the  judges  of  the  chamber,  whose  decision  was  ftp* 
periled  against. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  also  highly  approved,  in  gene- 
ral of  ihe  plan  brought  forward  by  the  noble  lord,  but 
doubted  whether  there  might  not  sometimes  be  local  obsta* 
cles  to  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cases  in  Scotland.  :;* 

The  ford  Chancellor  also  warmly  expressed  his  appro*, 
bat  ion  of  die  proposed  plan,  the  carrying  which  tr#6 
effect  would,  he  thought,  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
advantages  to  Scotland. 

The  resolutions'were  agreed  to.    The  House  having 
sumed,  adjourned. 


^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   JUNE    18. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  going  iftto  a 
Biittiv  on  the  assessed  taxes  bill  being  read, 
Mu  VfMsittart  moved,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  *Ke 
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oomniittte  that  they  have  power  to  divide  the  bill  into  two* 
Qjrdetfed* 

In  the  committee  this  resolution  was  agreed  to,  botl* 
,  lis  were<  reported;  ordered  to  be  taken  into  farther  consi* 
Aeration  on  Friday  ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended, 
r  Sir  J.  Sinclair  obtained  leave  to  bring.in  a  bill  tar  altering 
tad  amending  the  acts  of  the  28tb  and  iOih  of  the  King 
Ifgulating  the  number  of  passengers  to  be  carried  on  ibe 
ftttfde  of  coaches. 

v'  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  the  Lords'  amende 
jurats  to  the  mutiny  bill  were  taken  into  consideration  and 
agfretdto. 

:  Sir  J.  Newport  brought  up  the  Irish  endowed  schooH 
bill,  which  was  read  a  firk^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
tint  on  Friday. 

The  thread  lace  bill  went  through  a  comi&ittee,  and  was 
Ordered  to  be  repotted  the  next  day. 
.   A-  message  was  received  from  the  Lords  stating  that  their 
lordships  bad  agreed  to  the  Irish  malt  and  spirit  duty  bill! 
the  Dublin  paving  bill,  &c. 

r   The  Gibraltar  and  Malta  postage  bill  went  fhtougft  i 
Moiraittee,  and  waft  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 
*-  The  Irish  import  and  export  consolidation  bill  vns  read 
*  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  d  iy. 

The  Irish  mine  bill  went  through  a  com.nUtee,  and  wa* 
.Ocdefed  to  bo  reported  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vansktart  gave  no: ice,  that  in  the  committer  of 
japply  on  Friday,  the  army  extraordinaries  should  be 
■Mvedfcr. 

..  The  oustom*  fees  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
lake*  into  further  consideration  the  next  day. 
.  The  Prussian  yarn  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  further  consideration  the  ncstt  day. 
.-.  Atr.  Bastard  moved  for  oopies  of  all  orders  and  regola- 
tto&s  relative  to  yeomanry,  cavalry  and  volunteers,  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  or  Secretary  at  War,  since  the  1st 
February,  1806.— Ordered. 

Lord  PoUtsJtoite  stated  that  it  would  be  in  the  rec  llec- 
tkfeof  the  House  that  the  sum  of  40,000/.  had  ht*n  voted 
by  them  for  paying  the  debts  of  the'  late  Chancellor  of  the 
.fawbeoftCJV:  Among  the  sums  voted  by  pirtinmenf,  arid 
unprovided  fot/siuce  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Hotat, 
4te*b9Stted  mention  of  the  sum  of  41,010/.  ptdd  tojJohn 
*lpt&  +t*i  Chatham,  and  George  Bishop  of  Lincoln*  He 
^  liS  felt 
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fidtat  a  loss  how  to  get  at  the  fact  of  (hist  appropriation  of 
the  public  money,  but  lie  believed  the  best  mode  for  him  to 

Sursue  would  be,  to  move,  that  there  be  laid,  beforeuthe 
louse  a  copy  of  the  order  for  paying  to.  John,  Earl  of 
Chatham,  and  George,  Bishop  of  London,  the. sum  of 
41,010/.— Ordered.  .....,, 

•  •         •: 

..    MARQUIS   WELWSS^EY.  ■  '    *. 

Earl  Temple  having  moved  the  order  ,of  the'dliyr'fttt' 
taking  the  charge  hgainst  the  Marquis. WeUedflgr  relative  to 
the  Nabob  of  dudeTintocoA8ider^iiao:»    .    l.  .    .'.:  •  ;   .,  .  n 

Mr.  Paull  was  about  to  move  that  witnesses  be  called  in* 
jfhen  ....*•  v,.  ...      ,<  .  .;  .. 

The  Speaker*  informed  him  that  the  ftrst .  question  \*a& 
that  the  charge  be  now  taken  inlo  consideration*.  *i  .  .  >...,! 
;   The  quastion  being  pUt,  .:.;;...'- 

Mr.  Ba/tkes,  in  pursuance  of  the  intimation:  hQ>ll^4 
given  the  preceding  day,  rose  to  oppose  the  m#U$fN  and 
JO  state  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  think  tbeiHdusQ 
should  proceed  no  further  in  this  business,  but  dismiss  it 
entirely  from  their*  consideration ;  in  which  he  did  not 
tliink  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  .to  do  more  thftit.  tfr 
shew  the  House  that  the  legislature  .hjul  already. provided 
another  and  a  more  eligible  mode  of  .pfticeeding  .Uefore  m 
different  tribunal.  The  tribunal  to  which  he  alluded*  iras 
.  that  establised  by  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1784*  fy& 
the  special  trial  of  crimes  committed  in  India.  He  bjr*io 
means  denied. the  inquisitorial power  of  the  House.of  Com* 
monsoon  the  contrary,  he  wished  to  speak  of- it  alwija 
with  the  highest  respect,  and  tp  acknowledge thatijt  jo&iny 
instances  it  had  been  productive  of  the  best  consequence 
But  the  power,  like  many  other  of  its  rights  and  privi- 
leges, should  be  used  with  sound  discretion;  for  them 
were  cases  of  6uch  a  nature,  as  jt  would  be  extremely  un- 
wise and  injudicious  to  bring  before  the  House ;  and  those 
were  £ases  in  a  considerable  degree  analogous*  tp  Jhe  pre*?" 
sent.  It  was  a  case  not  less  complicated  than  tbnt  \vliicH 
.with  so  little  success,  and  so*little  honour  to  the  Hpt$e.  of 
Commons,  by»  whom  it  was  urged  forward,  $r  that  (fr&u* 
nal  before  which  it  was  tried,  had  occupied  the  attention 
of  Parliament  for  seven. successive  sessions*  T{j£'jsut4tiQt 
now  before  the  House  was  no  less  than  Ungt  of- th&reve* 
mics,  and  other  pplitical  affairs  .of  Oude,  for  a  period  of 
near  forty  }'^;  *n.din  a  mote.espefiiai  degfttV  during* 
;..  1  -  period 


period  of  five;  years  that  Marquis  Wellesfe^y  had-  been, 
ohfef  governor  iiu  India.     The  honourable  member  who. 
broach t  forward  these  charges, accused  the  noble  mafquisj 
•f  a  criminal  interference  in  .the  affairs.  and,gQvernment  ofr 
the  nabob  of  Chide.;  of*  having  violated  the  independence 
guaranteed  by  treaty  ;  of  having  wrested  from  the  nabob 
•ne-haif  of  his  territory  ;  .ariH  of  having  excited  his  sub- 
jects to  rebellion,  and  then  having  recourse  to  arms  to  ren 
store  tranquillity.    In  sttppdrt  of  this  diarge,  a  most  vo- 
luminous mass  of  written  documents  had  been  laid  on  the* 
table,  and  a  considerable  body  of  oral  evidence  was  .now* 
he  understood,  in  waiting,  for  the  purpose  of  being. callea 
i&  and  heard.     So  voluminous  was  the  mass  of  document* 
produced,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  House  to  bav£ 
made  the  due  use  of  them.  The  farther  thesubject  was  con-; 
tern  plated,  the  larger  and  more  complicated  did  it  appear. 
The-  House  wouid;4herefore  aee  it  was  a  cause  at  once  toa 
Extensive,  too  abstruse*,  too  intricate,   and  too.  hard  for  , 
them  to  decide  upon •  and  he  doubted  not  thai  they  would 
perceive  the  propriety  of  dismissing  it  without  considera- 
tion," or  giving  any  opinion  upon  it;  for  whatever  might 
be  the  innocence  of  the  noble  lord  in  question,  and  though 
the  proceedings  in  the  way  of  investigation  by  this  House,, 
with  a  view  to  subsequent  impeachment,  might  not  bring 
home  to  him  any  punishment,  yet  it  was  obvious  from  ex- 
perience, it  might  produce  to  him  much  embarrassment 
andvdxation.     In  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  though  after 
a  tedious  progress  of  seven  sessions,  he  was  finally  acquit- 
ted, yet  the  trial  brought  ruin  upon  his  fortune,  and  in- 
flicted the  most  grievous  inquietude  upon  his  mind;  and 
therefore  of  all  tribunals  he  should  avoid  that  the  most 
where  the  guilty  had  so  little  and  tiie  innocent  so  much  to 
dread.     Besides  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  tiie  indivi-' 
dual  members  of  that  House,  respectively,  could  have  had 
time,  consistently  with  their  other  avocations,  to  pay  the 

Erticular  attention  necessary  to  every  part  of  the  evidence 
d  before  them  upon  this  case,  to  enable  them  to  consU 
der  it  with  the  minuteness  necessary  to  warrant  a  solemn 
decision,  as  h  would  be  the  duty  of  a  jury  to  do,  before. 
an6ther  tribunal.  And  with  respect  to  impartiality,  per-* 
Jfeps  it  would  not  be  deemed*  altogether  unjust  to  infer, 
t&atsome  share  of  party  feeling  on  the  subject  might  have. 
Us  weight  in  the  deliberation,  which  of  all  others  should- 
bo* the  most  free  and  unbiassed.  There  were  cerK»n?4y; 
!-:•  '  case* 
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cast*  on  which  the  House  might  led  ilsetf  pressed  to  smp» 
decision  :  but  if  ever  there  was  a  esse  on  which  it  wai  defc 
firable  the  F louse  should  not  lissome  a  jurisdiction, 
W»s  that  one.  The  act  to  which  he  had  alluded  as 
fpecially  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  in  India,, 
passed  in  1784,  required  that  application  should  be  mad* 
\>y  the  party  accusing  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  the 
inrst  instance,  stating  the  nature  of  the  accusation  :  and  if 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  should  prima  facie  deem  the 
charge  such  as  was  worthy  of  serious  trial,  then  it  hail 

I  owe*  to  direct  that  a  tribunal  be  constituted,  consisting: 
f  a  certain  number  of  members  from  each  House  of  Partial 
IneAt,  and  one  judge  from  each  of  the  three  courts  of 
Westminster  Hall,  one  of  whom  at  least  should  always  pre* 
|ide  at  the  sittings  of  such  tribunal,  before  which  any  suck 
accusation  should  be  tried;  Such  a  tribunal  certainly  most 
he  much  more  competent  in  point  of  knowledge  mwn  th* 
Subject,  than  any  other  which  could  be  found.  •  He  had* 
heard  it  said,  that  this  act  of  Parliament  was  not  intended 
to  extend  to  crimes  of  this  high  political  nature,  but  was 
Confined  in  its  operation  to  others  of  a  quite  different  de» 
Sew  f  ion ;  but  he  had  some  observations  to  offer  to  th* 
consideration  of  the  House,  which  must  tanore  all 
floubts,  and  silence  all  objections  upon  this  point,  ami 

{>rqre  tbefull  competence  of  the  tribunal  to  which  he  al* 
tided*  to  .try.  crimes  of  the  present  description.  He  men* 
tipned  the  <?ase  of  Mr.  Holland,  against  wbom  charged 
wcrejpreferred  by  the  crown,  strictly  of  apolitical  nature  ** 
^cli  as,  not  marching  troops  with  sufficient  expeditions 
against  Tinpoo  Sultaun;  not  forwarding  with  auAcient 
promptitude  dispatches  from  Tillicherry  to  Bombay,  witb' 
in  account  of  the  hostilities  which  had  broken  out  with 
Tippoo  :  and  the  whole  of  the  charges,  with  but  one  or 
two  exceptions,  were  of  a  similar  nature,  relating  to  the 
making  of  war,  the  marching  of  troops,  &c.  This  causa 
had  a  final  hearing  in  1794 :  twelve  of  the  counts  out  of 
nineteen  were  confirmed  ;  and  for  the  other  seven,  which 
had  been  rejected,  a  writ  of  error  was  brought  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  to  confirm  them ;  but  in  the  interim, 
Mr.  Holland  absconded  with  all  his  property.  This  in* 
stance,  then,  he  hoped  would  prove  the  acknowledged 
Competency  of  such  a  tribunal  to  try  crimes  of  a  high, 
political  nature.  He  had  been  told  by  some  gentlemen 
that  in  the  present  ca^ehe  had  made  his  objection  too  late* 

and 
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mad  that  the  Howe  having  entertained  "tho"  charge,,  wa$ 
bow  indispensably  hound  to  come  to  some  tlecmdn  liipbi 
It.     To  this  he*  would  answer,  thaf  he  ccm\d  not  iriake  hirf 
objection  nn*il  he  wi*  aware  of  the  full  grounds  artd  nktuWi 
of  the  cln  rge,  which  he  could  not  be  until  it  was  iattj 
upon  the  table,  with  the  documents  upon  which  k  wrfj 
founded  ;  and  this    .88  the  ypry  first  opportunity  he  hail 
pf  making  his  objections  since  the  charge  and  documents 
were  completely  before  the  House.     Other  members  who 
had   not  read   the  documents  so  extensively  as  he  had. 
might  not  be  so  fixed  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  impropri- 
ety of  entertaining  a  charge  or  this  namre  before  eithef 
House  of  Parliament ;    however,  he  himself  had  let  n<i 
time  dip  by  him  in  making  his  objection  upon  the  first 
fair   opportunity  that  offered.     The  honourable  member 
who  brought  forward  this  charge  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  even  though  he  stood  entirely 
tiione  and  unseconded.     So  far  the  House  hid  entertained 
Ae  charge,  but  no  farther;  they  had  founded  upon  it  no 
proceeding,  nor  pledged  themselves  to  any,  and  therefore 
could,    with   the  utmost   propriety,    dismiss  it.     There 
were  precedents  in  point  upon  the  journals: — the  cases, 
fer  instance,  of  Lord  Gunninghame  and  Sir  George  Por- 
ter, in  the  reign  of  King  William,  and  some  others.    On 
the  part  of  (he  noble  lord  he  wis 'apprehensive  that  the 
dismissal  would  give  him  some  puin,  as  it  would  look  like 
refusing  to  hear  the  cause;  but  he  could  not  think  or*  vio- 
felting  an  important  public  principle,  in  compliment  to  in- 
dividual feelings,  or  give  way  to  a  mole  of  proceeding, 
which  it  was  so  desirable  to  avoid.     It  mi ght  he  said,  that 
misrepresentations  had  gone  forth  in  print,  and  thaf  docu- 
ments had  been  printed  by  that  House,  in  support  of  th6 
charge,  which  rendered  a  speedy  decision  the  morenec^sn 
sary ;  to  which  he  had  to  answer,  that  documents  equally 
strong,    in  refutation:  io  those  charges,   had  been    u)"<y 
printed  ;  and  what  right  had  the  House  to  conclude  tint 
the  public  mind  would  only  attend  to  the  accusation,  and 
reject  the  defence?  .  £qr  his  own  port  he  had  studiously 
avoided,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  speech,  any  ex- 
pression that  could  in  the  slightest  degree  mark  the  bias  of 
his  own  opinion  upon  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  chargfe 
mi  question  ;  but  in  case  the  House  should  be  disposed  to 
entertain  the  charge,  and  to  go  into  the  discussion,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  they  could  not,  instead  of  proceeding 
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by  wt*y  of  impeachment,  if  they  should  deem  any  fur  (her 
proceeding  Accessary,  direct  the  King's  Attorney  General 
to  proceed  in  £he  manner  pointed  out  by  the  acts  of  1784 
and  1786.-  The  hon.  member  concluded  by  giving  his  ne* 
gative  to  the  motion  for  now  proceeding  to  take  the  charge 
into  consideration. 

TheMnfier  of  the  Rolls  observed,  that  the  course  which 
Jus  honourable  friend  had  proposed  to  the  House  to  pursue, 
was  certainly  calculated  to  flatter  their  indolence  ;  and,  for 
bis  part,  be  should  have  been  glad  could  it  have  been 
adopted  with  propriety.  It  would  certainly  relieve  the 
House  from  a  buraen  of  which  all  must  be  sensible.  But 
he  thought  that  the  principles  and  arguments  of  his  hon. 
friend  ^ent  too.  far,  and  would  eventually  trench  upon 
those  inquisitorial  powers  which  belonged  to  the  House,  to 
enquire  into  charges  of  magnitude  brought  against  persons 
of  high  dignity.  In  mattere  of  this  kind  we  must  be  con- 
tent to  follow  the  principles  of  our  ancestors.  His  honour* 
able  friend  had  said,  that  impeachment  should  only  be  re- 
tried to  in  cases  of  the  last  necessity.  But  it  was  by  no 
means  certain,  this  w.ould  proceed  the  length  pf  impeach- 
ment. The  charge  alone  was  now  proposed  to  be  taken  into  . 
consideration,  and  it  would  be  afterwards  for  the  House  ta 
decide,  what  course  should  be  followed  when  that  waar 
gone  through.  With  regard  to  the  particular  mode  of 
trial  which  he  recommended,  it  could  not,  from  the  instance 
which  he  had  mentioned,  be  considered  as  likely  to  be  very 
expeditions.-  %  In  1791,  the  information  was  filed  against* 
Mr.  Holland,  and  it  was  not  before  1791. that  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  had  decided  on  the  form  of  information*  to  be 
laid  before  the  tribunal  to  be  appointed  under  the  act.  AH 
the  necessary  subsequent  proceedings  upon  this  information 
were  afterwards  to  take' place.  This  mode,'  therefore,  did 
not  promise  much  more  expedition,  than  that  by  impeach- 
ment. His  honourable  friend  had  stated  a  doubt,  whether  m 
the  present  charge  could  be  brought  nnder  tlie  act  in  ques~ 
tion.  That  act  empowered  the  formation  of  a  tribunal  for 
the  trial  of  extortion,  -and  other  misdemeanors  ;  and  it  was 
rational  to  explain  the  general  words,  u  other  misdc* 
meanors,"  as  referring  to  offences  of  a  similar  or  an  inferior 
nature,  since  higher  offences  must  have  been  specified  in 
preference  tothoseof  a  minor  kind,  had  it  been  designed  to 
include  them.  His  honourable  friend's  doubt,  therefore, 
appeared  perfectly  well  founded,  and  he  himself  was  con* 
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vinced  that  the  act  had  no  reference  to  those  higher  poli- 
tical offences  with  "which  the  noble  lord  was  charged,  and 
that  therefore  the  trial  of  the  charge  could  not  be  instituted 
under  the  act  in  question.     It  must  be  confessed,  indeed. 
that  the  offences  with  which  Mr.  Holland  was  charged 
were  of  a  political  nature, -and  that  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Kenyon  was  of  high  authority,  but  .still  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  the  interpretation  which  was  then  put 
upon  the  act.     It  appeared  to  him  that  the  House  could 
not  drop  their  proceedings  in  the  present  instance.     They 
had  agreed  to  take  the  charge  into  consideration,  and  they: 
could  not  pass  from  the  vote  they  hnd  already  given,     lie 
wished  that  his  honourable  friend  had  offered  his  sugges- 
tion at  an  earlier  period.  For  a  whole  year  the  subject  had 
been  before  the  House  ;   papers  had  been  moved  for  day 
after  day,  and  the  nature  of  the  charge  had  been,  in  some 
measure,  explained  to  the  House.     It  was  obvious  that  it 
related  to  the  administration  of  the  noble  lord  in  India. 
When  it  was  moved  that  the  House  should  take  the  charge 
into  consideration,  then  would  have  been  the  proper  time 
for  bringing  forward  the  present  .motion.     But  now  the- 
House  were  in  effect  called  upon  to  declare  that  they  were 
in  an  error,  and  to  say,  that  though  they  had  resolved  to. 
take  the  charge  into  consideration,  they  would  now. give 
no  opinion  at  all  on  the  subject,  nor  come  to  any  dctermi-*. 
nation  with  regard  to  what  should  follow. .  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  present  motion  would  do  justice  neither  to  the 
accuser  nor  the  accused.     Supposing  the  accuser  to  be  ac- 
tuated by  malice}  which  he  had  no  reason  to  presume, 
should  the  present  motion  be  agreed  to,  he  might  congra- 
tulate himself  on  having  gained  his  object,  by  exciting , 
doubts  in  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of. 
the  noble  lord,  and  throwing  a  shade  over  his  character 
whirh  it  might  be  difficult  to  remove.     No  opportunity 
would  be  given  for  the  accused  being  heard  in  his  own  de- 
fence.    The  whole  charge  would  be  left  to.be  discussed  in  . 
a  newspaper  controversy,  and  such  was  certainly  not  the 
proper  way  for  deciding  it.  Neither  would  justice  be  done 
to  the  accuser.     After  so  long  perplexing  himself  with 
papers  and  enquiry,  after  giving  and  taking  so  much  trou- 
ble,, it  would  not  be  fair  to  drop  the  matter  at  once,  with- 
out coming  to  any  determination  upon  it.     But  the  House  , 
had  already  passed  a  resolution  to  take  the  charge  into  con- 
•ideratioQ.     The  matter  might  be  postponed,  but  it  could 
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Yiot  be  relinquished.    It  did  not  appear  tbat  this  business 
could  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  House.  The  papers 
\on  which  the  charge  was  founded  had  long  been  printed) 
and  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  any  gentleman  to  form  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.     Should  the  motion  be  agreed  to, 
the  House  would  be  considered  as  having,  in  some  measure* 
relinquished  its  inquisitorial  power,  and  as  having  declared 
itself  inadequate  to  such  enquiries.    Such  was  the  conclu- 
sion which  he  thought  the  public  would  naturally  draw. 
'    Mr.  Fox  then  ruse,,  and  observed,  that  if  there  was  a 
wish  that  one  could  entertain  on  the  subject  in  preference 
to  another,  it  must  be  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  not  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  personal  inconvenience  with  which  a  contrary 
mode  of  proceeding  must  be  attended  to  individuals,  and 
the  labour  to  which  it  must  subject  them,  but  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  inconvenience  which  must  thus  be  occa- 
sioned in  conducting  the  public  business  of  the  House- 
Feeling  as  he  did  the  importance  of  the  latter  consider- 
ation, he  trusted  the  House  would  indulge  him  in  saying  a 
few  words  relative  to  the  matter  which  now  engaged  their 
attention.       Considering  the   embarrassment    that  mu*t 
aYise  to  the  public  business,  if  the  affair  was  to  go  ott 
in  the  usual  way,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  find  out  some  mode  of  quickening  the  natu- 
ral cburse  of  the  proceedings.     For  if  we  were  to  proceed 
in  the  usual  way,  supposing  that  this  oral  evidence  should 
last  as  long  as  it  had  done  on  former  occasions,  consider- 
ing the  time  that  must  be  spent  in  taking  down  the  ques- 
tions and  the  answers,  it  was  impbssible,  unless  the  whole; 
should  be  much  shorter  than  any  one  could  expect,  that  the 
matter  could  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  this  session  of 
Parliament ;  when  he  said  "  impossible,99  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain precisely  what  he  meant  by  that  term.      It  was 
impossible,  supposing  that  Parliament  should  sit  only  the, 
usual  time.     He  did  not  mean  to  state  that  ministers  might 
not  advise  his  Majesty  to  prolong  the  session,  and  keep  the 
Parliament  sitting,  but  it  would  be  recollected  that  it  was 
not  in  their  power  to  compel  an  attendance,  that  is,  such 
an  attendance  as  the  importance  of  the  case  would  demand. 
It  must  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  House  was  placed  in  a 
very  disagreeable  situation,  and  that  it  must  be  the  wish  of 
every  person  to  escape  from  the  labour  and  burthen  of  thiq 
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enquiry,  if  it  could  be  done  with  justice  and  propriety  ; 
not  so  much  with  a  view  to  personal  inconvenience,  thougjti 
*  that  was  something,  as  on  account  of  the  difficulties  to 
which  Parliament  would  be  reduced,  in  managing  the  pub- 
lic business  of  the  nation.  Now,  with  that  wish  strongly- 
impressed  on  his  mind,  he  certainly  assented  to  a  great 
part  of  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said.  He 
'taring  recognised  the  right  which  the  House  of  Commons 
had  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  impeachment ;  and  not  only 
this,  but  having  also  recognised  the  inquisitorial  power  of 
the  House  as  the  vital  principle  by  which  the  members  had 
acquired  the  power  to  sit  there,  and  to  watch  over  the  liber- 
ties, rights  and  privileges  of  their  constituents :  having  done 
all  this,  and  indeed  it  was  impossible  for  one  so  well  versed 
in  history  and  the  principles  of  the  constitution  to  dp 
otherwise,  be  (Mr.  Fox)  certainly  went  with  him  a  great 
way,  and  even  agreed  with  him  in  many  of  the  practical 
observations  which  he  had  made.  He  admitted  the  import- 
ance of  the  inquisitorial  powers  of  this  House,  but  he  was 
at  the  s^rae  time  convinced  that  it  was  one  of  those  power* 
which  were  best  exercised  when  they  were  rarely  exercised. 
As  to  the  position  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  was 
a  power  which  ought  not  to  be  exercised,  except  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity,  he  certainly  could  not  go  with  him  that 
far  ;  taking  necessity  in  the  strict  signification  of  the  term, 
he  admitted,  however,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised, 
except  in  cases  where  honour  rendered  it  necessary — that 
is,  where  no  other  mode  of  proceeding  could  be  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  the  crown,  of  the  Parliament  and  the 
nation.  He  confessed  that  at  first  so  much  did  he  wish  to 
accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  in- 
fluenced by  the  difficulties  of  Parliament,  and  the  argu- 
ments which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  advanced,  that 
be  had  been  considering  how  far  it  was  possible  to  support 
him.  But  there  was  one  part  of  his  argument  in  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  very  materially  failed,  and 
that  was  where  he  spoke  to  the  point  of  time.  W  ith  respect 
to  the  time  at  which  this  proposition  was  made,  he  would 
go  halfway  between  the  hon.  gentleman  and  the  learned 
gentleman  near  him  (the  Master  of  the  Rolls)  The  latter 
had  observed,  that  when  you  allowed  voluminous  papers  to  be 
laid  oh  the  table,  and  entertained  the  matter  thus  far,  it  was 
aecessaty  that  you  should  proceed  farther.    He  could  not 
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go  with  him  thus  far ;  for  if  in  these  papers  nothing 
should  be  found  which  could  form  any  ground  of  proceed- 
ing, then  you  might  undoubtedly  stop  and N  say,  that  you 
'would  not  advance  any  farther  ;  or  if  you  saw  good  cause 
to  go  on,  then  you  had  still  to  consider  whether  another 
mode  than  impeachment,  less  burthensome  to  the  members 
of  this  House,  more  consistent  with  the  proper  management 
of  the  public  business,  and  equally  consistent  with  the  in- 
terests of  justice,  and  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  nation,  might  not  be  adopted.     He  could  not 
therefore  agree,  that  the  act  of  allowing  these  papers  to  be 
laid  on  the  table,  did  in  itself  render  it  absolutely -necessary 
.to  proceed  farther.  But  then  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  said,  that  this  was  the  earliest  and  most  pro- 
per time  at  which  he  could  come  with  his  proposition — he 
was  compelled  to  differ  with  him.    He  could  not,  he  al- 
lowed, have  objected  to  the  production  of  the  pa  pen  and 
of  the  charge,  but  when  the  matter  came  to  a  vote  of  the 
House — when  the  question  was  put  sixteen  days  ago,  whe- 
ther the  charge  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  aye  or 
no,  then  was  the  time  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have 
said,  No  z  but  now  the  House  having  pledged  itself  to  the 
accuser  and  to  the  accused,  by  this  vote,  and  more  than 
that,  having  actually  ordered  witnesses  to  attend, 'it  stood 
bound  to  both  parties  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of 
this  charge  at  some  convenient  time.  He  did  not  say  that  it 
had  pledged  itself  absolutely  to  proceed  now,  but  it  was 
bound  to  entertain  the  charge,  and  to  consider  it.    And 
here,  therefore,  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  was 
inapplicable.     He  said  that  we  ought  to  hare  nothing  to 
do  with  the  charge,  but  that  we  ought  to  dismiss  it  without 
proceeding  any  farther.    But  when  the  House  had  come  to 
^  vote  on  the  subject,  he  conceived  that  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  totally  inadmissible.     For  this 
he  was  extremely  sorry,  as  he  before  stated,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  personal  inconvenience  which  this  affair 
might  occasion  to  himself  and  others,  but  also  on  account 
of  the  difficulties  which  it  would  throw  in  the  way  of  the 
public  business.     Now,  with  respect  to  the  acts  of  1784, 
and    17W),  he   had  strong  hopes  when  he  came  tot  the 
House,  that  the  matter  might  by  possibility  be  referred  to 
such  a  tribunal.     But  when  he  heard  the  words  of  the  acts 
"  extortion  or  other  misdemeanors,"  he  had  very  great 
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doubts  whether  a  case  of  this  kind  could  be  brought  un- 
<ler  them.  Iiis  notion  was,  when  extortion  and  Other  mis- 
demeanors were  mentioned,  that  this  must  mean  misdc- 
demeanors  of  a  similar  nature,  and  that  even  faults  of  a 
lower  description,  if  of  a  different  kind,  could  npt  pro- 
perly be  cognizable  Under  these  acts.  However,  it  was 
very  probable  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  acts 
-by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was  the  right 
one,  and  that  crimes  of  less  magnitude  than  private  extor- 
tion, for  it  was  to  this  that  the  acts  evidently  referred, 
might  be  cognizable  under  the  acts.  As  to  the  present 
-case  coming  under  them,  that  was  out  of  -the  question. 
Yet  he  must  at  the  same  time  say,  that  what  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Bankes)  had  said  militated  a  good  deal  against 
this  construction,  for  the  case  of  Mr.  Holland,  where  th* 
Attorney-General  at  that  time  (Lord  Eldon),  thought  that 
political  matters  were  cognizable  under  these  acts,  was 
undoubtedly  very  strong — but  in  addition  to  the  authority 
of  the  then  Attorney-General,  we  had  the  authority  of  the 
King's  Bench  here,  for  he  was  speaking  under  correction, 
as  he  might  be  mistaken,  that  court  seemed  to  have  esta- 
blished this  construction.  The  Attorney-General  moved 
the  information,  and  if  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  allowed 
the  proceedings  to  go  on,  it  appeared  like  a  proof  that 
they  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  crimes  mentioned  in  tllo 
information  were  cognizable  under  the  acts.  These  autho* 
rities  then  were  certainly  in  favour  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's construction  of  the  acts.  Bat  then  the  answer 
that  had  been  given  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle* 
man  was  yery  strong.  The  accused,  it  appears,  had  not 
stated  the  objection,  and,  no  doubt,  it  was  very  possible 
that  the  point  might  have  been  overlooked.  But  this 
be  would  say,  in  passing,  if  the  construction  put  on  these 
acts  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was  the 
right  one,  and  probably  it  was,  there  must  be  a  very  con- 
siderable alteration  in  them,  in  order  to  render  them  capa- 
ble of  answering  any  useful  purpose,  as  it  appeared  that 
lew  things  came  under  them,  and  that  very  considerable 
delay  might  take  place  ;  so  that  this  mode  of  proceeding 
could  not  at  least  be  recommended  from  any  convenience  of 
dispatch.  lie  had  indeed  heard  it  said,  that  all  those  of- 
fences were  punishable  in  the  courts  of  law.  Undoubt- 
edly the  court  of  King's  Bench  was  competent  to  the  trial 
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of  such  offences.  But  though  this  might  be  the  case  in 
point  of  theory,  yet,  in  matters  of  this  sort,  it  was  not  al- 
together the  case  in  point  of  practice ;  and  this,  there 
fore,  ought  to  be  the  object  of  future  consideration.  In  the 
present  case,  the  House  had  got  into  a  difficulty,  and  he 
lamented  to  say,  that  he  saw  no  way  of  getting  rid  of  itf 
and  therefore  it  must  be  fairly  encountered.  But  as  to  tter 
principle  of  impeachment  in  this  instance,  he  might  cer- 
tainly change  his  opinion  if  he  heard  some  new  facts  that 
had  not  yet  come  to  his  knowledge,  or  stronger  argument* 
than  he  had  as  yet  heard;  but  unless  something  of  this 
sort  should  happen,  he  must  say,  that  he  was  fully  de- 
termined to  vote  against  an  impeachment.  He  might,  to 
be  sure,  hear  something  that  might  give  a  different  colour 
to  the  whole  transaction,  and  then  he  would  act  as  he  saw 
proper.  Now,  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  earnest  to  en- 
gage in  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings,  but  before  the 
conclusion  of  that  trial,  be  had  come  to  this  opinion,  that 
it  was  morally  impossible  tliat  justice  could  be  obtained  t 
he  meant  no  reflection  on  the  tribunal  by  which  Mr.  Has- 
tings had  been  tried,  with  regard  to  crimes  connected  with 
India,  by  the  mode  of  impeachment.  He  felt  this  so  strong* 
]y,  that  nothing  but  some  new  and  very  impressive  infor- 
mation, indeed,  could  induce  him  to  vote  in  the  present 
instance  for  a  trial  by  impeachment.  But  it  might  be  said, 
suppose  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  LordWellesley  had 
very  much  misconducted  himself,  what  ware  you  to  do  i 
JThat  would  depend  on  the  degree  of  delinquency  and  on 
other  circumstances.  The  opinion  of  the  House  of  his  con* 
duct  might  be  marked  by  a  declaration  of  its  sentiments,  or 
if  more  than  that  should  be  required,  then  we  had  other 
modes  of  proceeding.  But  at  all  events,  whatever  might, 
be  the  result,  be  hoped  that  the  mode  of  impeachment 
would  not  be  adopted.  Now,  as  to  the  way  in  which  we 
were  proceeding  at  present,  there  was  one  mode,  and  only 
one  that  he  6awr  by  which  this  matter  could  be  brought  to 
a  conclusion  before  the  end  of  the  present  session.  To  be 
sure  it  might  be  said  that  he  wished  to  withdraw  himself 
from  the  affair  altogether  when  he  proposed  it ;  but  it  was 
to  sacrifice  the  whole  day  to  business,  to  go  on  with  the 
evidence  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  proceed 
with  other  business  at  the  usual  hour,  in  the  same  manner 
ma  the  Lords  had  lately  done.    He  allowed  that  he  must  be 
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absent  if  this  mode  should  be  adopted,  for  in  the  situation 
in  which  he  stood,  for  him  to  attend  would  be  absolutely 
impossible.  This,  therefore,  was  certainly  not  a  mode  to 
which  he  was  partial,  as  his  absence  would  be  necessary, 
but  at  present  he  saw  no  other.  But  there  were  some  here 
of  opinion  that  the  examination  of  this  oral  testimony 
would  not  last  long — perhaps  not  beyond  two  or  three 
days;  but  if,  contrary  to  expectation,  it  should  last  long, 
then  he  did  not  see  any  mode  that  could  answer  the 'pur- 
pose,  except  this  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  business, 
Which  must  be  conducted  in  the  absence  of  many  member* 
who  would  wish  to  be  present.  There  might  also  be  ano- 
ther objection  to  this  point  of  form.  But,  however,  we 
had  only  now  to  proceed  with  the  evidence  for  two  or  three 
days ;  and  if  it  was  likely  to  go  to  any  length,  then  it 
Would  be  necessary  to  adopt  some  new  and  extraordinary 
coarse  ;  for  he  felt  that  it  was  necessary,  in  justice  to  the 
accuser  and  the  accused,  that  the  House  should  come  to 
some  decision  this  session.  The  hon.  gentleman  who  con- 
ducted this  affair,  must  feel  delay  extremely  unpleasant, 
though  he  certainly  was  not  responsible  for  the  delays  of 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  dreadful  to  keep  the  accused  and  his  friends  in  sus- 
pense. He  thought,  therefore,  that  we  should  begin  di- 
jectly,  and  proceed  with  as  much  dispatch  as  the  forms  of 
the  House  would  allow. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved,  that  the  House  should  go  into 
a  committee  on  the  charge,  and  that  the  papers  and  ac- 
counts presented  in  the  last  and  present  session  should  be 
referred  to  the  committee,  and  that  the  witnesses  should 
attend  it. — Ordered. 

The  House  having  gone  into  a  committee,  Lbrd  Folk* 
stone  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Paull  moved  that  Lord  Tetgnmouth  be  called  in* 
This  was  agreed  to.  His  lordship  was  called  in,  and  had 
a  chair  provided  for  him  by  order  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Paull  proceeded  to  examine  the  witness;  but  no- 
thing of  any  particular  interest  occurred  till  he  came  to  the 
question — "  Whether  in  the  opinion  of  the  noWe  lord, 
colonel  Scott  ought  to  have  been  continued  as  resident  at 
Lucknow,  after  the  strongest  objections  against  him  had 
|>een  made  by  the  Nabob  Vizier  ?" 

Mr.  Garrow  (the  witness  having  been  previously  or- 
dered to  withdraw)  objected  to  this  question,  on  the  ground 

that 
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that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case,  and  that  any  opi* 
nk>n  was  not  legal  evidence. 

Dr.  Laurence  told  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man, that,  in  the  proceedings  before  this  House,  strict  le- 
gal evidence  was  not  required,  as  toothing  could  be  more 
different  than  the  situation  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
search  of  information,  and  that  of  a  court  gf  law.  Opi« 
nions  had  been  admitted  in  the  examination  of  witnesses 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings.  He  also  mentioned  that 
JLord  Hardwicke  bad  ruled  that,  before  the  Peers,  hearsay  m 
evidence  respecting  a  conspiracy  should  be  received,  with 
the  proviso  that  only  legal  evidence  should  be  taken  as  far 
as  the  prisoner  (Lord  Lovat)  was  concerned.  The  question, 
lie  contended,  was  strictly  in  point.  If  his  learned  friend 
had,  therefore,  been  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  Parlia-t 
men  It  he  would  not  have  made  this  objection. 

Mr.  G arrow  said  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  answer 
of  (he  learned  Doctor  ;  for  it  seems  he  had  strayed  from  th# 
courts  below  to  this  place,  where  he  found  that  legal  know- 
ledge was  totally  useless  in  the  examination  of  witnesses. 
lie  thanked  the  learned  Doctor  for  his  lecture,  and  said  that ' 
it  seemed,  from  his  report,  that  this  House  had  resolved 
most  magnificently  to  depart  from  the  rules  of  evidence 
which  had  been  established  by  the  wisdom  of  ages  for  tbm 
prqteption  of  our  lives  and  liberties.    He  denied  it  was  pos- 
sible that  hearsay  evidence  could  be  received  in  any  JBri-. 
tish  court  of  justice ;  and,  indeed,  the  learned  Doctor  seemed 
to  correct  himself  here  ;  far  he  here  added,  that  legal  evin 
deuce  only  was  received  as  far  as  the  prisoner  was  concerned.  • 
3/r.  Windham  observed  upon  the  tone  in  which  the 
learned  gentleman  had  spoken,  and  said  that  though  ha 
had  thahked  4us  learned  friend  for  his  lecture,  he  had  not 
profited  by  it.     Now,  he  would   tell  that  learned  gentle- 
man that  he  had  profited  by  his  lecture,  and,  moreover, 
that  he  did  not  even  (hank  him  for  it.     He  had  said  he  had 
come  from  the  courts  below,  and  from  what  he  had  said, 
would  suppose  he  thought  himself  there  still.  Xl)e  ^^km 
was  whether  the  rules  of  the  courts  below  applied  to  par- 
liamentary proceedings  ?  Did  the  learned  gentleman  >mean 
to  say  that  they  did,  where  the  cases  were  so  very  different  ? 
If  he  did  not  mean  to  say  ihis,  he  said  nothing  at  all.     A* 
to  the  particular  question,  opinions  might  undoubtedly  be  4 
received'" in  this  preliminary  enquiry,  provided  they  cam* 
from  competent  persons.  \ 
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Dr.  Laurence  referred  the  learned  gentleman  to  the 
case  of  Lord  Lovat,  for  the  accuracy  of  what  lie  had 
•feted.    *  * 

Mr.  Garrow  in  explanation^  said  he  had  not  asserted 
thai  the  rules  of  evidence  in  the  courts  below,  applied 
strictly  to  Parliamentary  proceedings,  but  contended  that 
the  nearer  we  came  to  them,  (he  bettor.  He  denied  that 
hearsay  and  loose,  evidence  could  be  admitted  in  a  court  qf 
justice. 

Mr.  Francis  aad  Lord  H.  Petty  contended  that  ques- 
tions as  to  opinion  might  be  put  in  such  cases  as  the  pre- 
sent,, to  competent  persons  ;  tnat  the  object  of  the  House 
was  to  gain  information,  and  that  the  rules  of  evidence  i|i 
the  lower  courts  did  not  apply  there. 

Mr.  Rose  argued  that  it  was  not  proper  to  admit  mere 
opinions,  even  in  parliamentary  preliminary  inquiries,  and 
said  that  the  House  was  much  obliged  to  his  learned  friend 
lor  originating  the  present  discussion. 

Mr.  Martin  (of  Galway),  and  Mr.  Paull;  argued  in  fa- 
vour of  putting  the  question. 

-  Mr.'  Alexander  spoke  against  putting  the  question  pro* 
posed. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  thought  it  perfectly  correct  to  interro- 

£te,  with  regard  to  the  constitution  and  practice  of  the  Iu~ 
in  government,  a  person  so  competent  to  answer  as  the  no- 
ble lord  under  examination.  At  the  same  time  he  would  re- 
commend to  the  honourable  examiner  to  put  his  questions 
mote  in  a  clear  aad  precise  manner,  in  order  that  the  an- 
swers should  be  decisive,  and  not  left  open  for  various  con* 
sanctions. 

Mr.  Paull  conceived  his  question  as  precise  as  could  be 
desired. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  examination 
was  resumed. 

The  scope  of  the  examination  appeared  to  relate  to, 
the  system  upon  which  the  noble  witness  acted  in  the 
government  of  India ;  the  course  which  he  would  have 
Bellowed  in  certain  cases,  in  which  Marquis  Wellesley 
was  concerned  ;  his  opinion  upon  certain  acts  of  that  no- 
ble Marquis  ;  his  construction  of  different  treaties,  parti- 
cularly that  concluded  between  the  Company  and  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude,  in  1798. 

Upon  the  construction  of  the  laUe?  treaty,  it  was  con- 
tended by  Mr.  C.  Wynne,  Sir  A.  WeUeslejr  and  Mr.  W<*1* 

Vol.  III.  1805-6.         LI  lace, 


45$  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [COY. 

lace,  that  no  question  should  be  proposed  to  the  witness,  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  itself  being  on  the  table,  of  which  the 
House  could  of  course  form  its  own  judgment,  without  re* 
sorting  to  the  opinion  of  the  witness,  . 

Dr.  Laurence  stated,  that  a  similar  question  had  been 

£ut  to  Sir  Robert  Barker",  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
psides  that  the  House  had  already  decided  that  the  witness 
could  be  examined  as  to  matters  of  opinion. 
The  question  was  accordingly  allowed. 
Mr.  Wallace  moved,  that  the  committee  should  adjourn 
"for  a  few  moments,  in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
present  a  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  election  for  the 
county  of  Wexford,  which  petition  would  not,   he  un- 
derstood, be  admissible  after  twelve  o'clock- 
Mr.  Fox  rose,  not  to  oppose  the  motion,  but  to  suggest, 
for  the  consideration  of  gentlemen,  whether  it  would  not 
*be  more  convenient  to  postpone  the  farther  examination  of 
of  this  witness  till  the  next  day,  being  then  past  eleven 
o'clock. 

Sir  A.  Wellcsley  wished  to  put  a  few  questions  to  the 
Hoble  witness,  which  would  not  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  many  minutes. 

*     Upon  thfrSpeaker's  suggestion,  the  chairman  was  direct* 
ed  to  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  imme- 
diately.    The  House  being  resumed,  the  chairman  acted 
"accordingly.  « 

A  petition  from  "Wexford  was  presented.  The  petitioner, 
G.  Davis,  complained  of  the  return  of  Cesar  Colclough, 
for  that  county  ;  he,  for  several  years  back,  having  been, 
and  still  remaining,  absent  from  his  Majesty's  dominions. 
The  prayer  of  the  petition  therefore  was,  that  the  name  of 
l^f  r.  Alcock,  who  was  next  of  the  three  candidates  on  tie 
poll  to  Mr.  Colclough,  should  be  inserted  in  the  return,  in 
the  room  of  the  said  Colclough.  Ordered  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wallace,  that  the  said  petition  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  3d  of  July. 

The  House  again  resolved  into  a  committee,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  Lord  Teignmouth  was  resumed.  Sir  A. 
Wellesley  put  several  questions  to  the  noble  lord  with  re* 

Sad  to  tbe  expence  of  the  Company's  troop  employed  in 
e  territories  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  the  character  of  thjf 
Nabob's  own  troops,  and  the  disposition  of  his  subjects* 

On  a  question  being  put  by  Dr.  Laurence,  as  to  whether 
the  Nabob  Yiztar  was  addicted  to  excessive  drinking  or 

not, 
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not,  a  je^ood  deal  of  conversation  took  place.     It  was  at 
length  determined  that  the  question  should  be  asked.    The 
noble  lord  answered  in  the  affirmative,  but  added,  that  he, 
always  preserved  so  much  decency  as  not  to  expose  himself  • 
in  public;  he  also  added  that  his  Highness  ,  made  use  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

To  a  question  relative  to  the  great  estimation  in  which 
the  turban  is  held  among  the  Mussulmen,  the  noble-lord, 
among  other  things  in  his  answer  stated,  that  he  recol- 
lected on  one  occasion,  the  Nabob  having  changed  wiJh 
him,  and  put  oh  his  lordship's  hat,  whilst  the  noble  lord 
himself  wore  the  turban  of  the  Nabob. 

When  the  examination  was  concluded  for  the  day,  and 
the  House  had  resumed,  a  conversation  took  place  on  the 
subject  of  the  order  of  the  House  in  proceeding.  It  ap^ 
peared  to  be  the  understanding  of  the  He  us*  at  ^ngtb^ 
that  the  right  honourable  Speaker  should  take  the  chuir  at 
an  early  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  private  bu- 
siness, and  that  as  soon  after  four  o'clock  as  the  members 
most  interested  in  the  case  should  be  ready  to  hear  evi- 
dence, that  that  should  take  precedence  of  all  other  busi- 
ness. It  was  also  understood  that  the  second  reading  of 
the  training  bill  was  to  be  postponed  ;  and  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  bring  on  the  Feruckabad  charge  until  the 
next  session  of  Parliament. 

MESSRS.  CHALMERS  AND  COWIE's  PETITION. 

Mr.  W.  Smith's  proposition  having  been  acceded  fo, 
that  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Cowie  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  supply,  he  entered  fully  into  the 
nature  and  object  of  that  petition,  the  leading  particulars 
of  which  have  already  been  stated.  He  concluded  with 
Burring,  that  the  sum  of  25,000/.  be  granted  to  the  peti- 
tioners free  of  all  deduction,  as  a  compensation  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  them  in  the  importation  of  herrings,  in  the 
▼ear  loui. 

Mr.  Charles  Long  opposed  the  motion.  He  entered 
into  a  history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  treasury  board  on 
this  subject  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  into  a  calcula- 
tion on  the  loss  actually  sustained,  and  observed  that  the 
demand  now  made  was  unreasonable,  and  what  the  com* 
mittee  could  not  accede  to,  without  an  unjustifiable  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money. 

LIS  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilberforce  stated  what  passed  in  the  com<t 
itiittee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  this 
claim,  and  considered  the  petitioners  were  fairly  enti- 
tled io  what  they  now  sought  from  the  justice  and  tibfe 
ralify  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Rose  spoke  in  terms  highly  complimentary  of  the 
conduct  of  Messrs.  Chalmers  and  Come  through  the 
whole  of  this  business,  but  thought  the  motiori  went  much 
beyond  what  a  just  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  pnblio 
would  induce  the  committee  to  grant. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  supported  t  he  proposition  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith  on  the  ground  that  though  the  petitioners  might  not 
be  entitled  io  indemnification  as  a  matter  of  strict  justice, 
some  relief  ought  to  be  afforded  them  by  the  liberality  of 
0  great  nation,  they  haying  unfortunately  met  with  an 
pbstruction  to  the  success  of  their  enterprise,  even  after  it 
might  hare  seemed  to  be  held  out  to  them  by  Pbdftameat 
that  none  should  be  experienced. 

Mr.  Bankes  on  the  other  hand  contended,  that  the  spe* 
filiation  in  Mhich  the  petitioners  had  engaged,  was  ntevelj 
for  profit,  and  one  for  the  success  of  which  neither  the  jus- 
tice nor  liberality  of  the  pountry  was  pledged.  If  reKrf 
were  once  given  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  im? 
possible  to  say  where  applications  of  a  similar  kind  might 
stop,  and  they  would  fall,  of  course,  to  be  granted  in  every 
case  of  embargo.  If,  however,  any  thing  were  to  hfe 
granted"  from  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  he  thought  it 
should  not  go  so  far  as  £5,000/.  but  should  be  limited  to 
J©,000/.  or  13,000/.  lie  accordingly  moved  that  instead 
of  the  sum  of  95*000/.  the  resolution  be  filled  up  witfc 
18,000/. 

-  Dr.  Lauwnce  opposed  the  amendment,  thinking  thai 
eoand  policy  dictated  the  concession  first  proposed,  espe* 
cially  in  a  country  where  the  population  was  annually  i»* 
creasing  raorentpully  than  the  means  ef  subsistence. 

Mr.  Huskisson  represented  what  passed  with  the  hie  mi* 
t>ister,  who,  he  said,  disapproved  of  any  conipliaece  with 
the  prayer  of  this  petition . 

*  Mrf.  Wiibecfofoa  had  conferred  with  Mr.  Pitt  op  the 
afimr,  but  by  no  means  cpneurred  with  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

•  After  some  further  explanation  between  Mr,  Hoskism 
|Uid  Mr .  ^yilbcrfqrcej 
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.*  Sir  Job n  Newport  warmly  defended  Ihe  petitioners.  He 
jro  astoaisbed  at  the  prodigious  solicitude  the  genllfemea 
*u  the  oiber  side  expressed  for  die  public  purse,  after  they 
fcad  squandered  away  such  large  sums  on  tbc  Athol  fa* 
mily. 

.  Mr.  Wdi.  Smith  concluded  the  debate,  by  examining  . 
ilie  prominent  objections  stated,   and  by  a  vindication 
of  every  part  of  the  conduct  of  the.  petitioners  from  the 
commencement  of  the  speculation,  to  the  moment  he  had 
then  advocated  their  caese. 

.  Mr.  Hose  and  Air.  Huskiason  supported  this  opinion, 
fphcji  the  committee  divided, 

For  the  original  resolution  59 

For  the  pmeadment       «*,        11 

Majority     •  *        48 
-  Ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the 
foralawe. 

.  Mr.  Foster  moved  a  resolution,  stating  in  substance  thdt 
it  was  expedient  that  the  average  price  of  grain  should  bo 
taken  from  a  general  return  to  be  made  quarterly  of  tlio 
different  prices  of  oorn  and  grain  in  every  district  in  tiia 
United  Kingdom  ;  and  that  the  export  and  import  of  that 
article  should  be  regulated  accordingly.     - 

Sir  John  Newport  conceived  this  to  be  only  a  preliminary 
step  towards  making  this  kingdom  more  actually  united 
than  it  is  at  present.  There  were  however  considerably  dif, 
ferent  opinions  entertained  on  the  -subject  of  regulation  in  the. 
corn  trade;  and  he  should  think  it  was  rather  unadvise- 
able  to  introduce  an  entire  new  regulation,  at  len$t  until 
men's  minds  were  better  reconciled  to  alterations  in  what 
Was  ihe  established  practice  of  either  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

-  Mr.  Foster -observed  that  if  some  general  rule  were  not 
adopted,  an  Engli&b  port  might  be  shut  with  respect 
to  trade  with  £>reigners,  when  an  Irish  port  was  open. 
JSnglish  corn  might  be  sent  to  Ireland,  and  by  \U  being 
thence  ex:  pried  to  foreign  countries,  the  laws  might  be 
evaded. 

Mr.  Falkenw  complimented  Mr.  Foster  very  highly  on 
hm  gene  e\  knowledge  of  commercial  and  finoncial  affairs, 
#s  W*4  as  Ip*  intimate  acquainUnw  with  the  different  pro? 

Virions, 
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visions  of  the  com  laws,  and  the  practice  of  the  traders* 
He  however  was  of  opinion,  that  what  fell  from  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  not  sufficiently  attended 
to,  and  that  Irish  business  was  generally  discussed  in  a  thin 
House. 

Earl  Temple  assured  the  hon.  member,  it  was  not  from 
any  want  of  attention  to  the  interest  of  Ireland  this  hap- 
pened to  be  the  case,  if  it  did  so  happen. 

After  several  observations  from  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Paltison, 
Mr.  Western,  Mr.  Alexander  and  Lord  De  Blaquiere,  the 
clause  was  agreed  to*  and  the  bill,  with  its  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  was,  upon  the  House  beinsr  resumed, 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  farther  consideration  on  Fri- 
day next. 

The  report  of  the  thread  lace  bill  was  postponed  till 
the  next  day,  and  the  linen  drawback  bill  till  Thursday 


The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish  post  road* 
bill,  in  which  a  variety  of  amendments  were  made. — Re- 
port on  Thursday. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and 
tfce  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  19. 

Earl  Manners  (late  Lord  Viscount  Newark)  was  intra* 
duced,  and  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Mr.  Adams  was  heard  as  counsel  on  Sir  John  Gordon's 
divorce  bill.  Witnesses  were  also  examined  to  prove  the 
accessary  documents  and  the  fact  of  adultery.  The  Earl  of 
Mountmorris  was  one  of  the  witnesses,  and  was  examined  at 
the  table  of  the  House,  where  his  lordship  was  allowed  * 
chair. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for 
Monday. 

Mr.  Hobhouse,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  Irish  post  road  bill,  and  somfe 
private  bills,  which  .were  read  &  first  time.    The  Irish  port 

road 
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road  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

The  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  re- 
specting the  administration  of  civil  justice  in  Scotland  were 
reported  by  Lord  Walsingham,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Grenville,  ordered  to  be  printed* 

•  The  West  India  auditors9  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
noble  lord  opposite  (Lord  Grenville)  would  consent  to  post- 
pone his  motion  relative  to  the  slave  trade,  which  stood 
for  the  next  day,  till  Tuesday,  on  account  of  the  indis- 
position of  an  illustrious  duke  (the  Duke  of  Clarence), 
who  was  anxious  to  attend  upon  the  discussion  of  that 
question. 

Lord  Grenville  expressed  bis  regret  at  the  indisposition 
of  the  illustrious  duke  alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl,  and 
readily  acceded  to  the  noble  earl's  request. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  requested  to  know  in  what 
form  tha  noble  lord's  proposition  upon  the  subject  would  b^ 
made? 

Lord  Grenville  replied,  that  t  fie  object  of  it  would  be  to 
agree  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  resolution  communicated  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Tuesdaj 
next. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  presented  a  petition  from 
certain  persons  concerned  in  the  West  India  trade,  and 
another  from  the  agent  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  against 
tile  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

JUDGE  FOX. 

i  m 

Lord  Grenville  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox. 

The  petition  was  read  by  the  clerk,  stating  the  petitions 
originally  presented  against  him  in  May  and  July,  1804, 
atirf  the  course  and  progress  of  the  proceedings  subsequently 
had  thereupon,  complaining  of  the  hardships  resulting  to 
him  from  proceedings  novel  in  their  nature,  and  harassing 
by  their  delay,  and  the  ex  pence  of  which  was  almost  ruinous 
to  hia  private  fortune,  and  finally  praying  their  lordships 
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to  .tnrice  suck  orders  therein  as  to  their  wisdom  and  justice 
should  seem  meet. 

JMrdGrentHle  thought  Tie  might  safely  assume,  after  the 
laborious  investigation  which  their  lordships  had  recently 
torminaled,  it  would  not  be  an  agreeable  thiig  to  engage 
U\  another  enquiry,  yet  more  complicated  and  difficult* 
jBvf  it"  was  not  a  mere  question  of  personal  convenience  i 
there  were  much  more  serious  reasons,  founded  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution  of  Parliament,  which  rendered  it/ 
as  he  conceived,  impracticable  that  their  lordships  should 
prosfccnte  the  enquiry  affaeting  the  learned  judge  by  whom 
Ihtt  petition  was  presented .  No  complaint  of  the  nature  hew? 
contemplated  could  originate  with  the  hereditary  branck 
of  the  legislature,  although  it  might  proceed  in  the  business 
after  the  preliminary  steps  had  been  taken  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  distinction  was  recognized  by  all  writer*, 
and  by  all  authorities,  on  this  important  subject;  and  those 
noble  lords  who  thought  fit  to  continue  the  proceedings 
agaipst  the  learned  judge  in  their  present  form,  should  shew 
some  rule,  and  some  precedent,  which  should  take  this  out 
of  the  owliaary  case  ;  and  this  lie  assured  tbem  would  in- 
volve a  search  sufficiently  laborious  ;  for,  with  all  the  at- 
tention he  had  paid  to  it,  he  had  not  discovered  a  single 
example  which  could  warrant  any  adherence  to  what  had 
been  in  hie  miod  so  indiscreetly  adopted,  sine*  passing 
tie  bill  for  the. independence  of  the  judges.  It  would  be  re- 
collected,  that  a  great  and  learned  lawyer  on  the  bench, 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  was  cited  before  that  House ^to 
answer  for  some  particulars  of  His  conduct ;  but  he  replied 
to  that  summons,  that  he  was  not  responsible  to  answer 
Xlieie  to,  the  complaint  instituted  against  him  in  his  judicial 
jcharacter.  That  was  a  decisive  precedent  against  the  exa- 
mination in  which  their  lordships  nad  so  long  heen  engaged.; 
and  it  was  brought  before  the  House  under  circumstances 
which,  com  pelted  their  ancestors  to  take  notice  of  it,  #nd 
with  it  they  wholly  acquiesced.  The  House  of  Commons 
was  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  their  lordships 
conlfi  not  $0  far  invert  the  order  established  by  the  consti- 
tution as  to  place  themselves  both  in  the  situation  of  judges 
a^nd  inquisitors.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  trial  of  the  mem- 
bers of  their  own  body,  their  lordships  knew  that  the  in- 
quest was  removed  elsewhere.  If  these  fomirfar  principles 
were  Applied  to  the  present  case,  there  would  be  discovered 
a  complete  subversion  of  the~eslablisUed  order.    Tin*  was 
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a  case  in  which  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  were  al-. 
Jcdged  against  one  of  the  judges  of  the  realm^  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  of  his  office.  No  charge  of  this  nature 
could  originate  there  against  the  meanest  individual,  much 
less  against  a  learned  person,  protected  by  his  high  judicial 
situation.  To  proceed  in  the  way  hitherto  pursued,  would 
be  opposed  to  all  analogy  in  other  cates ;  and  what  would 
be  their  lordships9  judgment  ?  It  would  be  a  motion  and 
address,  not  in  their  judicial,  but  in  their  legislative  capa- 
city, after  entertaining  a  charge  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours, for  personal  wrongs  done  to  the  subjects  of  this 
kingdom.  The  absurdity  or  this  was  too  manifest  to  re- 
quire any  explanation  ;  and  after  having  advanced  thus 
tar  in  the  one  character,  their  lordships  would  be  required 
to  proceed  by  Address,  and  the  address,  to  answer  any  com- 
petent purpose,  was  to  have  the  effect  of  the  severest  judg- 
ment. During  all  this  time  the  House  of  Commons  could 
have  no  regular  knowledge  of  the  progress  of  those  enqui- 
ries, yet,  after  all,  the  impeachment  must  emanate  from 
thence;  and  after  their  lordships  had  prejudged,  they  were 
again  to  submit  to  the  farce  of  forming  a  second  judgment', 
and  to  go  through  all  the  subsequent  stages  as  if  they  before 
lad  not  advanced  a  single  step  in  the  affair.  Could  there 
be  a  more  painful,  a  more  ridiculous,  and  humiliating  si- 
tuation ? — a  more  absurd  predicament  ?  There  was  no  al- 
ternative ;  their  lordships  must  either  do  this,  or  what  was 
equally  monstrous  and  norrible  ;  they  must  say,  that  this 

Sroceeding  of  their's  should  prejudice  the  representatives  of 
le  people  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  their  unquestionable 
rights.     These  were  soitic  of  the  inconveniences  arising  not 
only  in  this  particular  case,  but  in  all  cases  under  similar 
circumstances  in  which  the'plain  mftfcims  of  the  constitution 
were  abandoned.    Their  lordships'then  were  engaged  In  a 
proceeding  which  would  manifestly  interfere  with  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  or  rather  in  what 
'  would  bring  the  immunities  of  both  Houses  into  contempt. 
The  present  was- a  case  of  crime,  and  although  the  wisdom 
of  our  laws  had  at  all  times  provided  a  regular  course  for 
the  punishment  of  the  dflender,  yet  such  was  the  anomalous 
expedient  resorted  to  on  this  grave  occasion.     He  would 
not  say  this  was  not  within  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  their 
lordships,  for  he  did  not  know  what  could  Qontroul  that 
t  power,  but  it  was  remote1  from  all  prudent  application  6f 
'  that  authority.  Their  loedships  were  about  t*  decide  «tfra- 
Vol.  III.  1805-6.  M  m  judicially, 
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judicially ,  oipon  what  might  be  regularly -tried  in  the  courts 
Qtk>w«  or  upon  what  might  be  formally  and  judicially  sub- 
joiAteu  to  their  judgment.  If  their  lordships  *ere  to  conti- 
nue this  procedure,  how  coujd  they  shut  their  doors  against 
4ny  parties  who  should  be  .disposed  to  bring  the  conduct  of 
9  juage  before  the  bar  of  that  House :  any  Johnny  Noakes 
or  Tommy  Stiles,  who  should  be  diss&tisiicd  with  the  direct 
tiun  of  the  learned  person  appointed  to  preside  in  (be  causo 
in.  which  they  were  concerned?  The  approaching  summer 
assizes  their  lordships  might  bring  all  the  judges  o(  the  land 
to  the  bar  of  (lie  House,  and  they  mi^ht  be  engaged  in  their 
own  defence,  instead  of  assisting  their  lordships  with  their 
profound  erudition,  and  instead  of  continuing  to  administer 
the  laws  of  the  country  with  so  much  honour  to  themselves 
ftnd  advantage  to  the  community.  Thus  mould  these  ex* 
jilted  officers  of  public  justice  be  liable  to  the  persecution  of 
the  meanest  individual,  and  would  be  exposed  to  an  ex- 

Jicnce,  which  would  far  exceed  the  reward  assigned  them 
or  their  learned  and  laborious  duties.  But  it  might  be 
AUid,  that  unless  their  lordships  bad  a  power  to  proceed 
criminally,  there  was  no  authority  by  which  the  judges 
could  be  called  to  account.  He  thought  there  was  a  man* 
net  in  which  this  might  be  ejected  without  incurring  the 
.necessity)  by  a  sidewind,  of  originating  with  their,  lordship* 
th^t  criminal  jurisdiction.  The  House  might  advise  the 
removal  of  a  judge ;  and  such  advice  might,  under  many 
circumstances,  be  extremely  necessary.  A  judge  might  dp 
incapacitated  fpr  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  and  solemn 
duties,  from  numerous  causes  incident  to  the  infirmity  of 
byman  nature ;  the  peevishness  of  age,  the  corporeal  debU 
.lily  of  Advancing  years,  and  other  motives,  as  various  op 
the,  imperfections  of  the  human  fr^me  and  intellect,  might 
reiser  a  judge  unfit  lor  his  station,.  There  is  another  course 
by  which  a  judge  may  be  convicted*  but  not  under  Die 
present  circumstances,  cor  mm  von  judice;  where  Ji?  migtit 
have  the  benefit  of  the  same  eqpa)  laws  which~  he  admini- 
stered to  others  ;  where  he  might  have  the  advantage  of  a 
Ea&d  jury,  of  a  common  jury,  and  the  assistance  of  A  court 
irned  iu  the  hw.  There  hq  might  he  convicted,  that 
conviction  not  being  founded  011  a  misdemeanour  In  the 
execution  of  his  office;;  and  although,  therefore,  it  w'outcl 
not  import  a -forfeiture  pf  his  i.fEce,  yet  it  would  be  such  a 
stigma  on  his  character  as  would  render  him  unfit  to  cou- 
.time  in  theex§icibe  of  l^is  judical  functio/M,    But  sup- 
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Esing  aH  this,  founded  on  the  nature  and  constitution  of 
rliamcnt,  were  out  of  the  c&se,  and  the  question  were  to 
be  considered  merely  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  their 
lordships  were  arrived  at  a  period  of  the  session^  when  no 
loan  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  say,  that  such  all 
attendance  could  be  secured  as  would  be  sufficient  (o  fulfil 
the  great  designs  of  public  justice.  If  this  business  riiust 
then  unavoidably  be  postponed,  ought  it  to  be  kept  sus* . 
pended  over  the  learned  judge  a  fourth  year,  tthite  he  wrts 
in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  arraigning  criminals  ;  he  him* 
self  being  also  arraigned  as  a  criminal  at  the  bar  of  their 
lordships?  Convinced  as  he  "was  that  their  lordships  weife 
proceeding  in  a  cause  which  wa£  not  legally  before  them; 
it  became  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  arrest  its  progress  ;  yet 
it  was  not  only  irregular  qnd  unlawful,  but  was  attended 
with  very  injdrioufc  consequences.  Nothing  could  more 
completely  weaken  the  authority  of  all  law,  nothing  more 
effectually  defeat  the  purposes  of  justice.  Nd  man  could 
be  more  desifems  than  he  was,  to  discharge  his  duty  (6 
every  part  of  the  kiagdoln ;'  but  if  any  part  should  te  tnttb 
attentively  regarded  than  the  rest,  it  should  be  those  parts 
that  were  most  remote  fVom  the  seat  of  government ;  and  to 
condnce  to  the  upright  administration  of  the  law,  Would 
be  the  most  beneficial  means  of  attaining  the  most  Valuable 
ends  of  all  government.  In  this  design,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  secure  respect  to  the  law,  and  nothing  could, 
more  rajndly  contribute,  to  make  it  contemptible,  than  the 
irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of  the  hereditary  branch  of 
the  legislature,  of  which  he  now  complained.-  On  the** 
grounds,  his  lordship  moved,  that  the  further  proceedings 
ta  the  case  of  the  learned  judge  be  deferred  till  tnat  day  two 
months.  lie  would  not  dismiss  tluucase  entirely,  becausfe 
it  would  be  implying  an  opinion  upon  it ;  but  it  would  W 
seen,  that  the  effect  must  be,  that  it  could  notbg  revived  ill 
thg  same  shape.  ,All  other  modes  would  be  open,  the  only 
one  closed  would  be  the  one  that  was  wholly  unfit,  fof  t)rt 
object  it  was  designed  to  attain. 

The  Mafquis  of  Abcrcorri  had  heard  the  noble  lord  with 
great  pain  and  regret.  If,  as  was  to  be  apprehended,  froni 
the  great  weight  and  authority  which  the  noble  lord  had 
ill  that  House,  a  negative  \\ns  to  be  put  upon  the  fiirthet 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice  Pox,  he  feared  that 
there  would  be  soon  sufficient  cause  to  lament  the  precedent 
established  by  such  a  decision,  and  that  the  noble  lord  him* 

M  m  2  self 
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self  would  ere  long  rcjjent  it.  He  would  not  attempt  to  reply 
»,  to  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  noble  lord,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  that  these  charges  ought  not  to  have  been  brought 
before  the  House,  as  he  considered  that  the  time  was  past 
for  such  anjargument,  the  House  having  already  repeatedly 
decided  to  the  contrary.  They  had  ordered  witnesses  re- 
peatedly to  attend  to  give  their  evidence,  a  similar  order 
Jiad  been  again  made  this  session,,  and  witnesses  were  now 
.  in  attendance.  These  witnesses  had  travelled  many  a  weary 
mile  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  that  House  to  claim  that  justice 
which  was  due  to  them ;  and  now,  after  having  heard  part 
.of  the  evidence  and  gone  thus  far,  the  proceeding  was  to  be 
suddenly  put  an  end  to,  the  remainder  of  the  charges  were 
not  to  be  investigated,  and  with  respect  to  those  which  had, 
the  learned  Judge  was  to  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
rebutting  the  evidence  against  liim.  He.  regretted  thai  he 
must  be  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  their  lordships 
some  time,  but  he, 'felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  House  was  now  placed  by  the  present 
motion,  to  call  their  attention  to  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
which  related  to  the  charges  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  with 
a  view  of  putting  it  to  them  upon  the  whole  of  the  case, 
whether  they  could  consistently,  or  in  justice,  now  suddenly, 
.abandon  the  proceedings  which  they  had  commenced.  His 
lordship  then  entered  into  a  very  long  and  minute  detail  of 
)Lhe  cjiarges  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox  and  the  evidence  in 
support  of  them,  commenting  upon  each  charge  as  he  went 
-ou,;  but  as  it  is  altogether  an  exparlc  statement,  wc  consider 
it  proper  to  refrain  from  follow uig  the  noble  marquis  in  this 
part  of  his  speech . 

,  Lord  Eldon  said  he  should  give  a  most  decided  negative 
jUrthis  ^notion.  He  knew,  as  well  as  any  man,  the  import- 
ance of  preserving  the  independence  of  the  judges  ;  but 
there  was  something  equally  dangerous  with  a  condition  of 
dependence,  and  that  was,  that  they  should  be  placed  above 
all  law  and  all  coutroul.  He  did  not  see  how  the  enquiry 
could  be  dismissed,  unless  the  evidence  before  the  Hous? 
weic  erased  from  tl*e  journals.  The  noble  lord,- who  now 
sat  on  the  woolsack,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  import** 
ancc  of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  had  selected  for  his  motto  this 
distinguishing  character  of  British  jurisprudence.  .What 
would  he  say  to  the  repeated  violations  of  this  raude.of  trialr 
which  appeared  on  the  evidence  to  have  been. practised  by 
the  learned  judge,  whose  .conduct  was  the  subject  ofrin- 
/ quiryi 
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quiryi  The  mode  in  which  the  examination  had  proceeded 
was  not  open  to  the  objections  stated  by  the  noble  lord  whd 
made  the  motion* ,  It  was  perfectly  regular,  that  the  Houses 
of  Lords  and  Commons  should  jointly  address  the  Throne 
for  the  removal  of  an  unjust  judge ;  and  it  would  be  in  the 
greatest  degree  indecent,  if  such  an  address  were  not  pre- 
ceded  by  patient  and  deliberate  inquiry. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  extremely  sorry,  at  that  tale 
hour,  to  solicit  the  attention  of  .their  lordships,  but  he  could 
not  avoid  making  a  few  observations.  .  When  this  subject 
first  came  before  their  lordships,  :he  was  a  member  of  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament.  The  learned  judge,  whoso 
conduct  was  referred  to,  had  applied  to  him  to  appear  at 
counsel,  but  he  had  declined  all  interference,  as  he  under* 
stood  the  object  was  to  remove  this  high  officer  from  his 
judicial  functions,  and  that  could  not  be  done  without  the 
pssent  of  the  representative  part  of  the  legislature.  From 
this  circumstance,  and  the  little  expectation  he  entertained' 
that  this  subject  would  so  early  be  submitted  to  the  deter* 
initiation  of  their  lordships,  he  had  not  prepared  himself  by 
any  previous  examination  of  the  evidence ;  but  holding  this 
important  situation  he  did,  it  would  be  absurd  for  him  to 
say,  that  be  could  form  no  opinion  on  the  matter  now  be* 
lore  their  lordships,  because  the  merits  of  it  depended  on 
the  existing  law,  and  not  on  the  testimony  collected  for  the 
purpose  of  this  investigation.  The  noble  and  learned  lord 
who  spoke  last  said,  that  there  were  indeed  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence which  would  attract  the  particular  attention  of  him 
who  had  the  honour  of  then  addressing  the  House,  and  be* 
cause  he  knew  his  sentiments,  and  saw  upon  the  carriage 
which  came  to  the  door  of  their  lordships,  the  motto  to  be 
borne  with  the  armorial  insignia  of  thaLrskine  family  thro9 
all  future  generations — that  motto  was,  "  Trial  by  Jury :" 
although  he  (Lord  Chancellor)  had  been  engaged  in  the 
hottest  times  in  the  defence  of  that  cause,  he  did  not,  by  the 
trial  by  jury,  mean  to  imply  any  thing  distinct  and  sept* 
rate  from  the  judge  who  presided  at  those  trials :  it  was  the 
trial  by  judge  and  jury  which  attracted  his  respect  and  ad- 
miration, and  he  had  learnt  to  direct  his  veneration  to  it  by 
an  illustrious  nobleman  (Lord  Camden),  whose  sentiments 
to  him  were  not  a  matter  of  history,  but  of  personal  know* 
ledge,  for  he  was  the  friend  of  his  youth  ;  and  that  person- 
age, to  the  judicium  pariurn*  had  added  terms  expressive 
of  his  regard  for  that  valuable  part  of  the  constitution  of  a 

court. 
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court,  which  was  immediately  concerned  in  expounding 
the  few  referable  to  the  facts  before  the  jury.  .  Since  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  adverted  so  particularly  to 
him,  be  would  remind  him  of  another  Circumstance  which 
might  lead  that  noble  person*  to  suppose  that  be  (Lord 
£rskine)  valued  this  mode  of  trial  too  mtich  to  admit  any 
part  of  it  to  be  impaired.  Did  any  ma  A  $ver  go  further 
than  he  did,  to  remind  judges  of  the  duties  they  owed  t£ 
their  fountry,  for  which  he  had  been  publicly  rebuked,  bui 
Which  he  returned,  he  trusted,  With  honest  indignation  £ 
It  was  his  pride,  that  in  the  course  of  his  professional  occifcv 
pation,  he  had  been  honoured  with  a  gown  of  precedence^ 
which  did  not  limit  his  exertions,  but  permitted  the  appli* 
cation  of  them  on  many  occasions,  the  recollection  of  which 
constituted  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  happiness  of 
fcfe  life*  Feeling  as  he  did,  he  joined  with  peculiar  fervor 
With  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  in  the  sentiment,  that 
judges  should  not  be  placed  above  the  law,  and  be  per* 
Mitted  to  trample  on  the  right  of  the  stihject.  The  tru6  r 
^oestfcm  in  this  case  was,  what  was  intended  by  the  statute  ' 
of  William,  and  had  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  by  his  misconduct, 
conduced  to  the  degradation  of  our  free  government  and 
eomtitution  ?  But,  whatever  might  hav$  been  his  deport- 
ment, he  was  entitled  to  a  fair  trial.  One  of  the  first  prin* 
ciples  of  British  justice  in  (he  administration  of  our  penal 
law  is,  that  the  party  should  be  accused,  then  his  case  wa* 
to  be  submitted  to  the  grand  jury,  which  was"  a  secret  in- 
quest fai  the  firstinstance,  and  wit  nesses  were  to  be  examined 
before  them  %  tbtn,  if  they  saw  jrrat  cause,  he  was  put  upon 
his  trial,  and  he  1vas  judged  by  twelve  impartial  persons, 
who  were  wholly  unacqmtinted  \tilh  whit  had  passed  upon 
the  inquest;  and  when  be  stood  at  the  bar  of  his  country, 
no  trail's  month  could  be  opened  but  in  his  presence,  no 
prejudice  could  be  raised  which  he  could  not  immediately 
Countervail.  It  was  inconsistent  with  the  practice  of  any 
court  to  know  any  thing  of  the  evidence  but  in  the  presence 
of  the  party,  and  that  evidence  was  subjected  to  his  exami* 
nation.  Their  lordships  were  men  exalted,  enlightened, 
and  learned  ;  but  they  werestill  men,  and  subject  to  all  the 
intiriftitfes  of  human  nature.  All  he  had  known  of  th<* 
mind  of  man  had  instructed  him  how  dangerous  it  was  to 
assume  an  opinion,  unless  the  party  had  a  cotemp^aueous 
Opportunity  of  taking  off  the  unfavourable  inipri :  si  W,  «*nd 
thrift  the  poisoh  was  drar  accompanied  bv  -toe  antidote* 
.--*■•  4  Would 
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Would  their  lordships  apply  these  acknowledged  -prin- 
ciples of  our  law  to  the  case  of  the  leamedjudge  ?  Wit- 
nesses had  been  examined  at  their  lordships'  bar.  their  evi* 
deuce  had  been  registered,  no  counsel  attended,  and  na 
qross-exarnination  was  admitted.     They  have  said,  that  this 
learned  judge  condescended  to  bully  the  jury  presented  be* 
fore  him .    Their  lordships  had  better  have  fulminated  Until 
rage,  and  have  abandoned  all  the  decencies,  to  which  the* 
yrere  attached,  than  proceed  to  condemn,  him  under  such 
4Urcumstances.  (  How  long  was  this  blockade  of  evidence 
to  remain  upon  their  lordships  minds,  before  the  party  wnt 
to  be  heard  in  his  defence?    What  a  spectacle  had  the 
House  exhibited!  how  anomalous  the  proceedings!  While 
they  were  arraigning  the  iudge,  what  were  they  doing 
themselves  ?  tlad  iheir  lofrjships  not  been  haranguing  one 
another,  inflaming  one  another,  and  must  not  all  justice  pe- 
rish for  ever,  if  such  were  their  proceedings  ?  Was  it  the 
intention  of  the  House  to  address  the  King  to  remove  Judge 
Fox  ?  What  was  that  but  the  commencement  of  a  jndjciaj 
proceeding  ?  It  was  impossible  they  could  stir  a  stiep  except 
the  Commons  agreed  with  them.    Suppose,  wheu  the  ad* 
dress  was  sent  down  to  them  for  their  concurrence,  the  Com? 
xnons  should  say,  We  chuse  to  propeed  by  impeachment,  i* 
-what  a  situation  would  their  lordships  be  ?  Why,  that  of 
.having  actually  prejudged  a  man  upon  a  collateral  point*. 
Were  they,  who  h^d  before  condemned  him,  to  try  the  inn 
.peachment  ?   Suppose  $at  Mr.  Hart,  or  any  other  of  the 
petitioners,  were  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  their  J#rd* 
jihips,  and  thought  it  proper  to  apply  to  the  Commons,  wijs 
that  House  to  try  a  man  upon  whose  case  they  had  pro* 
nonnced  an  opinion  already,  whom  they  had  dismissed , 
from  the  charge  ?   These  were  some  of  the  least  anomalies 
into  which  they  would  be  plunged  by  a  continuance  of  the 
present  proceedings.     Were  their  lordships  afraid  to  trust 
the  ordinary  tribunals  upon  this  occasion,  to  K  t  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  the  honourable  judge  be  decided  by  a  jury 
upon  a  scire  facias  to  repeal  the  patent  by  which  lie  held 
bis  office  ?  The  Comnvms  have  also  received  petitions  upon 
.  thesubject,  but  th^y  could  do  so  without  any  inconsistency, 
,  for  it  was  not  they  who  were  to  judge.     There  was  also 
another  objection,  and  in  his  mind  a  very  great  one,  to  pro- 
_  ccedin"  in  that  House,  and  that  was,  that  no  one  could  say 
>vhen  the  trial  was  likely  to  terminate.     He  hid  listened 
.  Yflih  very,  great  pleasure  to  thp  ^dxqirabl?  speech  of  the 

noble 
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attbld  marquis,  with  so  much  indeed,  (hat  if  he  had  not  dis- 
covered, by  looking  at  his  watch,  that  he  had  spokrn  full 
three  hoars,  he  should  hare  conceived,  from  the  excellence 
of  bis  speech,  that  he  had  not  occupied  more  than  a  quarter 
of  air  hour  of  their  lordshi  ps*  time.  If  this  opening  speech 
was  toconsume  so  much  time,  what  time  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  counsel,  the  examination  and  cross-examination  of 
evidence,  and  all  the  delays  that  necessarily  hang  upon  ju- 
dicial'proceedings  ?  Their  lordships  had  been  just  deliver- 
ed from  the  jaws  of  one  impeachment,  were  they  to  nin  inhf 
the j&ws  of  another  ?  If  they  were,  in  the  name  of  God,  Irt 
the  proceedings  commence  where  they  ought,  that  is*  in  th^ 
Commons,  and  let  not  their  lordships  prejudge  a  case  which 
they  might  probably  be  called  upon,  in  their  judicial  ca* 
Opacity,  to  determine*  t 

•  Lord  Hawkesbury  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  the  evidence,  but  meant  to  confine  himself  to  that  part 
«tf  the  question  which  had  relation  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
ilheir  lordships.  It  was  necessary  to  come  to  a  precise  know- 
ledge of  the  principle  upon  which  they  were  to  proceed* 
Oiie  great  error  appeared  to  bim  to  pervade  the  argument 
uf  the  noble  baron  who  made  the  motion,  and  it  was,  that 
beseemed  to  consider  their  present  proceeding  as  an  exer- 
cise of  the  judicial  power,  when,  in  fact,'  they  were  only 
exercising  that  inquisitorial  authority  with  which  they  were 
tested  by  the  constitution.  No  two  powers  could  be  more 
dtstict ;  they  might  be  exercised  together  without  any  vio- 
lation of  the  equitable  principles  of  our  code  of  judicature. 
If  they  were  to  be  restricted  from  the  exertion  of  the  inqui- 
sitorial power,  because  it  was  possible  that  the  Commons 
might  consider  the  offence  which  they  were  enquiring  into 
as  fit  matter  for  impeachment,  there  would  be  an  end  *£ 
once  to  any  practical  employment  of  it..  They  could  nei- 
ther address  for  the  removal  of  a  secretary  of  state,  a  first 
Jord  of  the  admiralty,  or  the  governor  of  a  colony.  Their 
lordships,  he  thought,  had  placed  themselves  in  that  situa- 
tion that  they  couldnot  recede.  They  had  heard  evidence; 
they  had  passed  a  bill  to  continue  the  proceedings  in  the 
present  session.  He  would  enter  his  protest  against  quash- 
ing the  proceedings.  He  thought  it  became  the  House  to 
consider  the  situation  in  which  they  had  placed  themselves, 
as  well  as  the  situation  in  which  they  had  placed  the  learn- 
ed judge  also. 
Thd'Earl  ofMeira  had  been  prevented,  by  his  occnpaT 

'  tiout 
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lions  elsewhere,  from  attending  the  proceedings ;  but  the 
first  impression  on  bis  mind  was,  that  there  would  be  no 
impropriety  or  inconvenience  in  entertaining  the  subject. 
However,  more  mature  reflection,  as  well  as  the  argument* 
which  he  had  beard  offered  that  night,  convinced  him  that 
bis  first  opinion  was  erroneous.  The  House  were  in  the 
strange  situation  of  hearing  a  trial,  in  which  there  was- no 
ostensible  prosecutor ;  for  the  very  persons  who  acted  in 
that  capacity,  from  Very  laudable  motives  he  would  admit, 
sat  amongst  thqrn  as  judges.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  proceedings  should  have  Originated  in  the  other 
House.  His  lordship  quoted  the  case  of  Judge  Cleland, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  the  same  offence  imputed  to  Mr. 
Justice  Fox ;  namely,  imposing  an  exorbitant  fine  on  the 
county  of  Essex .  B  ut  how  d id  the  county  proceed  ?  Why, 
they  resisted  the  payment,  and  so  brought  the  conduct  of 
the  judge  to  legal  investigation.  ' 

The  Earl  of  Buclan^hamshire  differed  in  opinion  with 
the  noble  lord  who  had  just  spoken.  He  felt,  that  the  in- 
quisitorial power  had  been  properly  placed  in  their  hands*, 
and  he  wished  to  see  it  exercised.  The  Commons  were,  in 
fact,  privy  to  the  proceedings  against  the  learned  judge, 
for  thfey  had  given  their  consent  to  a  bill  for  continuing 
them. 

Lord  Auckland  repeated  his  former  objections  to  pro* 
cceding.  From  the  first  time  the  subject  was  introduced 
in  the  House,  he  strove,  to  the  utmost  of  his  poor  abilities, 
to  point  out  to  their  lordships  the  injustice  and  inconsist- 
ency in  which  they  were  about  to  involve  themselves.  He 
thought,  from  the  discussion  of  that  night,  that  he  was 
likely  to  sec  an  end  of  the  measure. 

The  Earl  of  Hardxpicke  considered  the  motion  as  calcu- 
lated to  get  rid  of  the  proceeding  altogether,  and  therefore 
by  no  means  likely  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  There,  he  was  fearful,  their  lordships'  determina- 
tion would  be  considered  as  a  denial  of  justice. 

Earl  Spencer  said,  nothing  had  been  urged  to  induce 
him  to  alter  the  opinion  which  he  had  so  often  taken  th£ 
liberty  of  qfiering  to  their  lordships  on  this  subject.  He 
contended,  that  the  effect  of  the  motion  Mould  not  be  to  get 
rid  of  the  proceedings  altogether.  It  was  competent  for 
the  other  'House  to  take  it  up,  and  send  it  up  before  their 
lordships,  in  a  regular  and  constitutional  manner. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
.      Vol.  Iir.  1805-6.  N  n  harckhip 
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hardship  on  (he  learned  judge,  if  he  were  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  conduct,  and  coming  to  Par- 
liament for  remuneration  of  his  expences,  in  case  his  inno- 
cence of  the  charges  should  be  made  manifest. 

The  House  then  divided  on  Lord  Grenville's  motion,  for 
taking  the  charges  into,  consideration  on  that  day  two 
tnonths: 

Contents        --    —    —    —    25 
Non-contents        —    —    —    16 

Majority    — 9, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  19. 

The  assessed  taxes  bill,  the  thread  lace  bill,  the  Duke 
of  Grafton's  agreement  bill,  the  Prussian  yurn  bill,  the? 
Gibraltar  and  Malta  postage  bill,  and  the  Irish  mine  trill 
were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Lord  Morpeth  gave  notice,  that  the  East  India  budget 
would  be  lain  before  the  {louse  on  Monday  sc'nnight* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr*  Vansittart,  the  report  on  the  ex- 
cise office  regulation  bill  was  taken  into  further  considera- 
tion, and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Men* 
*  day.  • 

The  Committees  on  the  Scotch  distillery  bill,  the  cus- 
tom-house fees  bill,  the  stamp-office  regulation  bill,  and 
the  post-office  regulation  bill,  were  postponed  till  the  next 
day. 

Sir  J.  Newport  brought  up  the  Irish  customs  and  excise 
regulation  bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  on  Monday. 

IRISH  ELECTION  BILL. 

Sir  J.  Newport  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  tho 
House  resolving  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish  Elec- 
tion bill. 

Colonel  Vereker  then  rose,  and  spoke  with  great  warmth 
of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  right  honourable  baronet 
had  pressed  the  bill  through  the  previous  stages,  while  he 
had  declined  doipg  any  thing  in  the  present  session  for  re- 
medying those  evils,  which  existed  in  the  paper  circulation 
of  Ireland.    He  had  no  idea  of  the  contents  of  this  bill 

.    till 
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(ill  very  lately,  and  its  object  appeared  to  be' t*  strike  a' 
death-blow  at  every.corporation  in  Ireland.  It  arose  from 
the  right  honourable  baronet's  own  experience  in  a  late 
election  (Order!  Order!)  and  was  destructive  of  tticf 
rights  of  the  great  corporations.  He  contended,  that  time 
should  be  given  them  to  present  petitions  and  protests 
against  it,  and,  as  that  could  not  be  done  in  the  present? 
session,  he  should  move  that  it  be  postponed  to  the  next 
session. 

Sir  J.  Newport  explained  the  object  of  the  bill.  At 
present,  petitioners  claiming  the  rights  of  freemen  in  cor- 
porations, presented  their  claims  to  the  mayor,  who  was 
an  annual  officer ;  and  it  too  often  happened,  from  this 
and  other  causes,  that  their  claims  were  neglected  and 
mislaid  for  years,,  and  that  the  freeman  was  deprived  of 
his  just  rights,  or  forced  to  reclaim  them  at  a  great  ex- 
pence.  The  present  bill  provided  that  every,  claim  should 
te  delivered  to  the  town  clerk,  who  was  to  present  it  to  thtf 
mayor  within  forty-eight  hours ;  and  that  some  decision" 
should  be  passed  upon,  it  within  one  month  after  its  pre-' 
sentment.  It  obliged  the  corporation  to  proceed  to  sotntf 
decision,  before  thejr  entered  on  any  other  election  btisinefes  t 
Should  the  claim  be  rejected  by  them,  and  afterward* 
brought  into  a  court  of  justice,  and  decided  in  favour  of 
the  claimant,  it  provided  that  he  should  recover  all'  thostf 
expences  which  he  had  been  put  to  in  pursuing'  Mis  ju£t 
rights.  This  was  the  more  necessary  as  individuals  at  pre-' 
sent  found  it  ruinous  to  cope  with  the  weight  of  a  corpora* 
turn  purse.  He  knew  that  in  one  instance  5000/.  had  been 
raised  on  the  revenues  of  a  corporation,  for  supporting  the' 
law  expences  occasioned  by  these  appeals.  The  present 
bill  called  upon  the  corporations  to  do  nothing  but  justice,- 
and  whatever  allusions  the  honourable  member  might  make 
to  his  motives,  he  trusted  the  House  would  do  him  the  jtm 
ticc  to  believe,  that  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  duty,  he 
was  not  actuated  by  any  private  or  sinister  views. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  expressed  a  strong  wish  that*  the  men- 
sure  should  be  deferred  for  the  preseut,  till'the  sentiment* 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  should'  b£  known.  The  bill 
might  now  pass  through  the  committee  proforrfia,  and  thd 
blanks  might  be  filled  up,  that  the  nature  of  the  bill  might 
be  fully  ascertained,  and  in  this  state  it  might  lie  over  till 
next  session.  i 

.  Vr.  Alexander  contended,  that  the  bill4  by  holding 
'  H  n2  out 
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out  so  iruch  encouragement  to  claimants,  would  be  the 
means  of  introducing  endless  litigation. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the 
distance  of  tho>c  who  were  interested  in  it,  made  it  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  transmit  their  sentiments  on  it  to  the  House 
in  the  present  session.  He  should  therefore  oppose  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  O'Hara  conceived  the  best  way  would  be  for  the 
House  to  go  into  the  committee  at  present,  when  the  blanks 
inflight  be  filled  up,  and  then  the  nature  and  object  of  the 
bill  would  be  seen. 

.  Lord  Temple  trusted,  that  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  this  proposal.  He  believed  that  his  right  honourable 
friend  would  not  object  to  giving  ten  or  fourteen  days,  in 
order  that  the  sense  of  the  Irish  gentlemen  might  be  col- 
lected upon  it. 

Sir  J.  Newport  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  thk  pro- 
posal ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  beyond  the  present  session.  By  that  means 
twelve  months  would  elapse,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  very 
large  body  of  electors  might  be  deprived  of  their  rights. 

Colctotl  Bagwell  opposed  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Parnetl  and 
Dr.  Laurence  supported  it, 

Mr.  H.  Browne  wished  the  bill  lo  be  put  off  for  the 
present.  He  thought  it  liable  to  considerable  objections, 
and  at  least  ample  time  should  be  given  for  its  full  consider- 
ation. He  would  ask  the  right  honourable  baronet,  whe- 
ther he  could  possibly  think  fourteen  days  sufficient  for 
collecting  the  sense  of  the  people  of  Ireland  upon  it  ?  Tho 
people  of  this  country  were  justly  jealous  of  every  thing 
that  affected  their  elective  rights,  and  nothing  of  that  kind 
gbould  be  hurried  through  the  House. 

The  question  being  then  loudly  called  for,  a  division 
took  place,  and  there  appeared  for  the  committee  ,  27 

Against  it  ,  ...  26 
Majority  ...  — 1 

On  being  re-admitted,  we  found  Mr.  Alexander  speak.* 
ing  against  the  bill. 

Lord  Temple  then  rose  to  observe,  that  the  house  last 
night  had  come  to  an  understanding  that  the  further  exa* 
jmnation  of  evidence  on.the  charge  against  Marquis  Wei- 
Jesley  should  re-commence  at  five  o'clock,  and  that  every 
other  business  should  give  way  to  it.    He  therefore  moved, 

6  that 
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that  the  chairman  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  Speaker  confirmed  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
lord,  with  regard  to  the  understanding  which  the  House  had 
last  night  come  to.  A  desultory  conversation  then  ensued, 
in  which  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  Lord  Temple,  Sir  J.  Newport, 
and  Mr.  Rose  took  a  part;  aud  the  Speaker  having. re* 
sumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr*  Hobhouse)  reported; 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 
This  motion  was  opposed  by  Colonel  Vereker,  who  repeated 
his  former  arguments,  and  maintained  that  lite  right  ho- 
nourable baronet  wns  totally. ignorant  of  the  corporation* 
in  Ireland.  ^The  uifice  of  town-clerk,  he  said,  was  an* 
nual,  as  well  as  that  of  tlrc  mayor;  and  therefore  the  pre* 
sent  bill  would  not  more  than  bctbic  accomplish  its  object. 
A  division  was  then  loudly  called  for*  and  there  appeared 
For  the  committee  on  Monday  .  •  .  39 

Against  U. *.  .  .  •  27 

Majority  .  .  •  .  i- — 12 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  a  return  to  an  order  of  the> 
House  of  the  5th  of  June  for  papers  on  the  Oude  charge, 
was  ordered  to  be  made  forthwith, 

MARQUIS  WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved  the  order,  of  the  day,  for  the  House 
resolving  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration 
<Bc  Oude  charge. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  asked  what  time  the  honourabhsgentle- 
man  thought  the  further  exqjmiiiation  of  evidence  would 
occupy  ? 

Mr.  Paull  replied,  that  he  expected  to  close  his  exami- 
nation of  Sir  Aiured  Clarke,  Major  Ouscley,  and  Mr. 
Johnstone  that  night;  but  that  he  proposed  postponing 
the  further  evidence  till  Monday,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  some  important  documents  which  were  not  yet  be* 
fore  the  House, 

The  House  "then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  Lord 
Archibald  Hamilton  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Paull  expressed  a  wish,  that  Mr.  Johnstone,  as  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  House,  should  be  first  examined. 

Mr.  Johnstone  felt  himself  placed  in  rather  an  awkward 
situation,  by  being caljed  on  as  a  witness.  He  had  wished 
tp  deliver,  his  opinion  pn  the  charge  as  a  member  of  the 

House, 
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House,  and  probably  bis  being  called  on  to  give  evidence 
might  preclude  him  from  delivering  his  sentiments. 
.  Mr.  r.mll  conceived  it  absolutely  necessary  to  establish 
kis  charge,  that  Ihc  honourable  gentleman  should  be  ex- 
amined. . 
\  Mr.  Johastonc  wps  then  examined  at  much  length  by 
Mr.  Paull ;  he  had  been  a  considerable  time  at  Lucknow, 
and  acted  as  British  resident  there  in  the  year  1794.  He 
had  'heard  that  the  Vizier  Asuf  Dowlnh  was  addicted  to 
Opium  and  spirituous  liquors,  but  could  not  state  this  of 
has  own  knowledge.  He  knew  that  the  system  of  Lord 
Cornwall]'*  with  respect  to  Oude  was,  never  to  interfere  in 
its  internal  affairs,  except  in  the  Way  of  advice  and  admo- 
nition, and  that  the  Vizier  and  his  officers  were  at  that 
time  treated  with  great  respect  by  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
pany. It  was  his  opinion,  that  if  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
Ijeen  governor  when  the  Vizier  was  deficient  in  the  payment 
of  the  sums  stipulated  .by  .the  treaty,  he  would  have  ex* 
amined  to  what  this  deficiency  was  owing,  and  if  it  pro- 
ceeded from  inability,  that  he  would  have  reduced  the  de- 
mand, instead  of  seizing  his  territories. 

After -a  long  conversation- upon  the  admissibility  of  it  as 
evidence,  a  paper  was  .allowed,  to  be  laid  on  the  table> 
which  was  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Johnstone 
in  the  year  1792-3,  of  the  revenues  of  Oude,  which  then 
were  estimated  at  two  crores  or  twenty-one  lacks  of  rupees, 
beirig  about  2,400,000/. 

Mr.  Johnstone  was  asked  a  variety  of  quest  tons  respecting 
the  affairs  of  Oude,  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  Mr.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Martin,  and  oilier  members. 

Sir  Alured  Clarko  was  then  called  in  and  examined  re- 
jecting the  affairs  of  Oude,  and  the  opinions  entertained 
about  the  administration  of  that  country,  when  he  was 
vice-president  of  the  council  of  Bengal,  as  well  as  at  the 
time  when  the  changes  in  the  system  of  its  government 
were  introduced  by  Lord  Wellesley.  Those  chauges  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  been  made  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Vizier,  and  not  against  his  consent. 

Another  difficulty  arose  upon  a  question  put  by  Mr. 
Paull-  to  Sir  Alurea  Clark,  as  to  his  opinion^  whether  tho 
demand  of  seventy-five  crores  and  500,000  rupees,  from 
the  Nabob  of  Oude,  on  a  particular  occasion,  was  not  a 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  1798  ? 
This  question  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Wallace* 

Mr, 
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Mr.Sturges  Bourne,  Mr.  Huskisson,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
and  other  members,  upon  the  ground  that  as  the  treaty  it* 
self  was  on  the- table,  the  committee  could  form  ifs  own  de-« 
cision  upon  the  subject,  and  ought  fiot  to  receive  evidence 
of  opinion  from  any  witness.-*  ••   *    - 

Mr.  Paull  contended,  that  he  was  grounded  in  this  ques-r  * 
tion  upon  the  undisputed  admission  of  the  House  the  pro 
ceding  night. 

This  produoed  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  when  the 
committee  divided,  , 

For  the  Question    -        •        1        -        is 
Against  it     -  '  -    '    «        -        46 

Majority    -'       -        -        - — 99 

Mr.  Paull  stated,  that  the  next  question  he  had  to  put* 
was  also  a  question  as  to  opinion,  namely,  whether  if  the 
Bengal  army  had  been  marched  to  the  frontier  of  Oude, 
with  a  yiew  to  repel  the  enemy,  then  marching  to  attack, 
that  territory,  the  witness  thought  it  would  be  fair  or  jnst, 
and  not  contrary  to  treaty,  that  the  whole  expertcc  should 
be  charged  to  the  Nabob  Vizier?  But  as  the  committee  had 
decided  that  night  contrary  to  its  own  practice  the  preced- 
ing night,  he  wished  to  adjourn  the  further 'proceeding,  in: 
order  to  re-consider  and  new-shape  the  questions  he  had 
still  to  ask,  and  to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  attendance- 
of  other  members. 

This  produced  another  debate,  which  terminated  in  per- 
mitting, at  the  request  of  Mr.  WcUesfey  Pole,  the  question-: 
to  be  put  for  the  opinion  of  Sir  Alured  Clarke;  and  the 
answer  was,  that "  not  recollecting  the  words  of  the  treaty, 
he  could  not  now  form  any  opinion,  nor  did  he  know,  that 
such  a  case  had  occurred." 

Another  discussion  arose  upon  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment, when  it  wjis  at  length  agreed  to  adjourn  the  uirtrver 
froceedings  till  the  next  evening  at  five  o^clock ;  and  Mr. 
aull  pledged  himself  to  close  the  evidence  of  Major 
Ouselev  in  three  hours. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  said,  that  in  order  to  the  defence 
of  his  noble  relation  against  one  of  the  principal  charges  of 
profusion  and  extravagance,  it  would  be  materially  impor- 
tant to  have  the  testimony  of  a  gentleman,  named  Salmon, 
who  had  been  the  military  auditor  at  Bengal,  and  who  had 
formed  th<*  estimates  upon  which  the  sums  in  allusion  were 
«p$nded.  He  therefore  called  tipon  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman 
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tinman  v>ho  brought  forward  those  charges,  (o  move  that 
Mr.  Salmon  be  summoned  to  attend  the  committee. 

Mr.  Paull  thought  it  very  extraordinary,  that  the  horn- 
gentleman  should  dictate  to  him  ^hat  witnesses  lie  should 
bring  forward  in  support  of  his  charges*  which  he  had  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  substantiate. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  said,  he  hoped  when  the  committee, 
sihould  decide  upon  this  part  of  the  case,  it  would  be  re* 
collected  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  called 
upon,  and  refused  to  summon  a  most  competent  witness. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  if  the  honourable  member  refused  to 
comply  .with  a  claim  so  fair,  the  House  had  the  power,  and 
lie  hoped  would,  for  its  own  satisfaction,  summon  Mr* 
Salmon* 

The  chairman  at  length  left  the  chair,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

.Ordered,  upon  the  motion  of  Colonel  Wood,  that  Mr* 
Salmon  be  summoned  to  attend  the  committee, 

Mr.  Windham  then  brought  up  his  bill  for  obtaining 
correct  returns  of  the  persons  liable  to  be  balloted  for  the 
militia,  and  for  suspending  such  ballot  for  n  time  to  be  li- 
mited. Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  for  the  second 
leading  the  next  day. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 

.   HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

FniDAY,  JUiVE  20. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  Irish 
malt  duty  bill,  the  mutiny  bill,  the  Chelsea  allowance  bill, 
the  Dublin  paving  bill,  and  twenty-two  private  bills.  The 
commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Walsing- 
ham,  and  Lord  Auckland. 

In  an  appeal  from  Scotland, "  Martin  v.  Macnabb,"  tha 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  was  heard  for  the  appellant* 
Further  hearing  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Hobhouse,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  Duke  of  Graftoa's agreement 
bill,  the  Irish  mine  bill,  the  additional  assessed  taxes  bill, 
the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  postage  bill,  the  Prussian  yarn  bill, 
and  some  private  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

The  West  India  auditors  bill  passed  through  a  committee 
and  was  reported. 

The 
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The  report  of  the  insolvent  debtors  bill  was,  on  the  dkk 
tion  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  ordered  to  be  ta]i«n  into 
consideration  on  Wednesday* 

TORTOLA   FREE   PORT   BILL. 

♦ 

Earl  Spencer  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Tortola 
fiee  port  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  expressed  his  regret  at  the  thin 
attendance  of  their  lordships  on  a  question  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  one  of  the  greatest  importance.  He  was  at  % 
loss  to  conceive  the  reasons  upon  which  the  measure  was 
founded.  The  present  board  of  trade  had  acted  in  this  in- 
stance diametrically  opposite  to  the  decision  of  the  board 
of  trade  of  last  year.  He  had  hoped  that  urjon  this  ques- 
tion the  noble  lord  at  the  head,  of  the  treasury  would  lave 
attended,  but  understanding  that  noble  lord  was  prevented 
from  attending  by  a  slight  indisposition,  ht  must  request 
his  nobie  friend  in  the  blue  ribbon  (Earl  Spencer)  to  act  as 
ympire  upon  this  question  bqtween  the  two  boards  of  trade. 
The  principle  upon  which  the  board  of  trade  of  last  year 
had  acted  was  clearly  this,  that  in  allowing  the  free  im* 
portation  from  foreign  inlands  into  one  of  our  own  inlands, 
of  sugar  and  coffee,  and  those  articles  which  our  own  islands 
.produced,  it  wpus  impossible  afterwards  to  prevent  the.im- 
.portation  from  thence  into  this  country,  of  such  foreign 
produce,  upon  thesame  terms  as  the  produce  of  our  islands, 
thereby  materially  injuring  the  interests  of  our  own  West 
India  .islands.  This  principle  applied  to  the  island  of  Tor- 
tola,  from  whence,  if  foreign  sugar  was  to.be  allowed  to  be 
imported  thither,  all  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  not  after- 
wards prevent  the  ingenuity  of  man  from  finding  means  to 
Jm port  that  sugar, into  this  country,  underlie  pretence  of 
ife  being  sugar  of  the  growth  of  out  own  inlands.  The 
establishment  qf  n  free  port,  according  to  (he  provisions  of 
this  bill,  in  the  island  of  Tortola  was  therefore,  in  his  opi- 
nion, a  measure  highly  impolitic,  and  a  measure  which  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  at  rfhc  head  of  the  board  of  trade 
.could  only  have  been  induced  to  bripg  forward  by  the  re- 

8 resen Nations  of  the  very  ingenious  agent  of  that  island. 
Ie  thought,  therefore,  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  had 
better  be  postponed  for  the  present  session. 

Lord  Auckland  defended  the  bill,  which  he  considered  a 
measure  of  sound  policy.    The  object  of  it  was  to  render 
Tortola  a  carrying  island,  and  to  take  from  St.  Thomas's 
Vol\  III.  1805-0.  O  o  some 
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some  part  of  the  carrying  trade  in  the  possession  of  that 
island,  in  which  a  number  of  British  shipping  were  em- 
ployed.   This  was  a  measure  which  he  conceived  would 
therefore  be  beneficial  to  our  commerce  and  our  navigation, 
whilst,  with  respect  to  our  West  India  trade,  it  would  not 
pe  injured,  nor  did  any  of  these  persons  concerned  in  that 
trade,  or  connected  with  West  India  interests,  whom  he  was 
in  the  daily  habit  of  seeing,  make  the  least  complaint,  that 
any  such  injury  was  likely  to  result  from  it.    As  to  the  dan- 
gers which  the  noble  duke  apprehended,  there  wis  an  ex- 
press provision  in  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
importation  into  this  country  of  foreign  sugar,  as  there  was 
a  clause  by  whieh  no  more  sugar  was  to  be  imported  into 
this  country  from  Tortola  than  the  amount  of  the  average 
animal  produce  of  that  island.     This,  therefore,  negatived 
all  those  evil  consequences  apprehended  by  the  noble  doke; 
as  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  officers  employed  in  the 
customs  of  Tortola  would  grant  false  documents,  when,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  on  making  up  the  accounts,  the  fraud 
must  necessarily  be  discovered,  and  those  guilty  of  it  lose 
their  offices. 

Lord  Ilawkeshuri/  supported  the  arguments  urged  by 
the  Duke  of  Montrose,  and  supposed  that  this  measure  must 
have  come  before  the  board  of  trade  in  the  absence  of  the 
noble  lord  (Auckland)  opposite,  whose  accurate  knowledge 
upon  the  subject  forbade  the  supposition  that  he  had  been 
present  when  the  measure  was  discussed. 

Earl  Spencer  observed  that,  in  bis  new  office  of  umpire, 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  noble  duke,  he  had  little  diffi- 
culty in  deciding,  as  he  found  that  the  present  board' ot 
trade  had,  in  this  measure,  only  followed  the.  example  of 
the  former  board  of  trade,  by  whom  an  act  similar  to  the 
present  was  brought  forward,  last  session,  for  establishing 
a  free  port  at  Nassau,  in  Hie  Bahamas.  His  lordship  like- 
wise supported  the  bill,  on  grounds  similar  to  those  urged 
'by  Lord  Auckland. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  and  Lord  Auckland  explained. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  20.   * 

Mr.  Lethbridge  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat  for'Somcr-A 
actshire, 

Mr.  Shaw"  Lefevre  presented  a  petition  from  the  Sua 
fire-office  company,  against  .the  tyll  for  incorporating  the 
Globe  insurance  company.  Ordejed  to  lie^on  the  table  till 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  deputy  usher  of  the  Muck  .rod  appeared  at  the  bar, 
and  requested  the  attendance  of  the  House  in  the  House-  of 
Lords,  to  hear  the  royal  assent  given  By  commission  to  cer- 
tain bilfe.  •  The  Speaker  accordingly  repaired  to  the  House 
6f  Lords,  attended  by  the  members  present,  i|nd  on  his  re- 
turn informed  the  House  that  he  had  heard  the  royal  a&scht 
given  by  commission  to  the  Irish  malt  and  spirit  duty  bill, 
the mutinv  bill,  the  Dublin  paving  bill,  and  several  private, 
bilk. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  avnmitteeoa 
the  expiring  laws,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered 
accordingly.  -   '  ••        , 

The  assessed  taxes  bill,  Irish  mines  bill,  Duke  of  Grafton  V 
batlerage  bill,  and  the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  postage  bill,; 
were^severalfy  read  a  thirl 'lime  and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  TferAple  the  American  intercourse 
bill  was  committed,  and  ordered  to  be  reported  on  Monday. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord. Henry  Petty  there; was  ordered  loj 
be  laid  before  the  Hquse.a  report  of  tlie  comptroller  of  the 
arnty,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Trotter.— Also  of  the 
bills  of  Messrs.  Pearce,  relative  to  the  clothing  of  thetroojps 
on  the  continent. 

..  On  t%  suction  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  report  of  the  grain  in- 
terchange bill  was  postponed  till  that  day  se^nnight. 

Mr.  Meheux,|fropi]the  India  house,  present ocf,  agreeably 
td  an'oqdi^r,  a  number  of  papers  relativ£  to  the  pabob  of 
^Urcot.  ...  ..    i     #       , 

The  Irish  education  bill,  and  the  Irish  spirit  licence  bill 
vcre  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Monday.   ,  . 

On  the  mo  i  m  of  Mr.  Vansittart  the  report  of  the  com- 
xnittee  on  the  Newfoundland  fishery  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  oh  Monday. 

The  committee  on  the  Irish  customs  regulation  bill,  and 

O  b  2  the 
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the  farther  consideration  of  the  assessed  taxes  allowance  bill 
■were  postponed  till  Tuesday. 

The  committee  of  supply  was  postponed  till  Monday, 
and  Mr.  Vansittart  deferred  the  consideration  of  the  army- 
jbctraordinajries  in  that  committee  tiH  Wednesday. 

1  The  committee  on  the  Scotch  distillery  bill  was  postponed 
fill  Monday. 

.  The  customs*  fees  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  bcr 
t&id  a  third'  time  on  Monday. 

lffAriQUI8  WE&LgSLBY. 

Mr.  Paull  moved,  that  the  first  charge  agairist  Marquis 
Wellesley  be  printed. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  opposed  the  motion,  and  observed, 
that  it  was  pretty  extraordinary' the  honourable  genttemanf 
should  now  move  for  printing  this  charge,  which y  three 
monrhs  ago,  the  House  had  by  its  tfot£  ordered  to  be  print* 
ed,  and  afterwards  rescinded  that  vote.  The  printing  at 
that  time,  when,  there  was  a  prospect  that  the  charge  might 
tyave  been  tafccfi  into  consideration  in  the  course  of  (his 
session,  Mould  have  been  perfectly  raft  and  reasonable,  com* 
pared  with  such  a  jpea&ure  at  this  htfe  period  of  the  session,- 
■when  there  was  no  probability  this  suDjpct  eouid  be  takea 
into  consideration,  and  when  the  charge,  If  prtrrted,  would 
not  be  for.lhe  consideration  of  the  members,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  gobg  forfb  to  the  wholf  country,  a"s  one  of  the 
m'ost  heavy  and  criminal  charged  against  his  noble  relation 
fhat  ever  had  been  brought  agninst  any  nian  in  a  public* 
situation ;  when  afterwards  it  uould  depend  entirely  upotf 
the  discretion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  wheftier  he 
dfeioukl  mov4  the  f loose  ia  lake  it  into  consideration  next 
session  or  not.  Jjc  objected  to  the  motion  also  in  point  of 
6rder,  as  the  hcfnoaraBle  gentleman  had-  riot  given  any  pre* 
vious  notice  of  such  amotion,    "* 

Mr.  Paull  did  not  conceive  hiimelf  under  irfy  necc&itv 
of  giving  fcuch  previous  notice  $>f  fherufesr  andorttans  of 
the  House,  and  persisted  in  his  mptiori.  He  disclaimed- 
any  such  motive  as  that  imputed  to  hf rrt  by  the  honourable 
itelative  of  the  noble  loir*,  and  soid>  tlrat  be  move*!  'Br  (he 
printing  now,  because  it  would  be  impossible  to  umTerstand 
the  subject  wi'h  a  view  to  its  consideratioW,  ufofrtis  fneitibers 
were  enabled  to  compare  the  evidence  since  laid  on  the  tablcf 
with  the  several  particular*  of  the  charge,  in  btdtk  to  see 
how  the  charge  was  supported* 

The 
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The  Spe&fcer  explained  the  practice  lately  established  *>y 
the  sense  of  the  House,  and  conceived  that,  agreeable  to  tb&t 
practice,  the  honpurable  gentleman's  motion  could  riot  be 
enter  ai  nod.  But  it  was  for  the  discretion  of  the  House  to 
direct  what  should  be  done. 

A  conversation  of  some  length,  upon  the  subject  of  prao» 
tice  and  usage  on  this  point,  ensued  between  Lotd  Folk- 
stone,  Mr.  Paul],  Mr.  Rose,  Sir  John  Wrottesley,  Mr. 
Windham,  and  Mr.  Sfurges  Bourne;  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  Mr.  Pauil  withdrew  his  motion,  and  gave  notice 
for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  PauJl  then  moved  for  a  copy  of  any  application 
made  by  the  nabob  Vizier  to  Marquis  Wellcsley  for  a  loan  of 
.  J0,000  rupees,  from  June  to  August,  1805.   Ordered. 

Mr.  Ptfcrll  then  stated,  that  General  Sir  James  Craig,  a 
principal  witness  in  the  charges  against  Marquis  WellesTey, 
appeared,  by  the  certificate  of  his  physicians,  to  be  at  pre-* 
sent  confined  to  hi£  apartments  in  so  ill  a  state  of  health  as 
.  to  be  utterly, unable  to  attend  and  give  h is  evidence  before 
that  House,  According  to  precedents  he  then  moved,  "  that 
the  honourable  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  and 
Mr.  Paul!,  have  leave  to  proceed  to  the  house  of  Sir  James 
Craig,  to  take  his  examination/'  Ordered.  And  "  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  fo  prepare  questions  to  be  put  to 
Sir  James  Craig;  and  that  they  take  his  examination,  and 
'  report  his  ahsvrcrs  to  the  House ;  and  thai  the  said  gentle* 
inen  be  the  said  committed." 

GENERAL  TRAINING  BILL. 

Mr.  Windhrfm  having  moved  the  second  reading1  of  the 
general  training  bill, 

Mr.  Ruder  stated  it  to  be  his  understanding,  in  now  read- 
ing* the  bdl  a  second  time,  that  after  going  through  a  com- 
mittee, it  was  to  l>c  re-committed,  for  the  {Hirpose  of  enabling' 
gentlemen,  after  it  had  come  forth  in  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable shape,  to  state  their  objections  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  He  urged  this  the  more  strongly  as  one  honourable 
friend  of  his,  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  war  department, 
had  gone  out  o^  town  on  this  understanding. 

Mr.  Fox  declared  that  he  had  never  given  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  he  would  consent  to  the  delay  of  a  measure  kike 
the  present.  If,  however,  any  honourable  gentleman  bad 
left  town  under  suck  misconception,  he  should  be  sorry  to 
press  the  bill  forward  more  than  w&  absolutely  necessary. 
r  8  Sir. 
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Mr.  Perceval  understood  it  to  be  by  no  means  intended 
tfrttthe  bill  should  be  retarded,  but  that  an  opportunity 
should  be  given  of  going  -through  the  committee,  proforma9 
that  night,  that  it  should  be  recommitted  on  some  future 
day,  and  be  then  discussed. 

After  some  farther  explanation  between  Mr.  Fox,  Mr„ 
Perceval,  and  Mr.  Windham,  the  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed.  The  report  was  received,  and  pn  the 
roof  ion  for  taking  It  into  farther  consideration  on  Tuesday, 

Mf .  Rose  suggested  Wednesday,  a*  bejn?  \he  better  day$ 
the  American  intercourse  bill  standing  for  Tuesday. 

Sir  ft.  Buxton  thought  it  advisable  that  ithe  bill  should 
come  forward  as  early  as  possible,  many  gentlemen  being 
anxious  to  f^ct  to  the  country,  which  they  could  not  do  till 
so  important  a  bill  as  this  had  received  a  fair  discussion. 
•  The  farther  consideration  of  the  report  was  then  fixed  for 
Tuesday. 

MARQUIS  WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Paull  having  moved  that  the  House  do  go  into  a 
committee  on  the  charge  against  Lord  Wellestey,  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  further  evidence  in  support  of  the 
charge^  . 

'    Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  before  theSpeaker  left  the  chair 
he  wbhed  io  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words.     The  right  ho- 
nourable secretary  of  state  (Mr.  Fox)  had  stated  how  de- 
sirable it  was  that  the  charge  should  be  got  through  this 
session.     It  struck  him,  however,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  get  a  final  decision  on  the  case,  with  justice  to  the 
subject  itself,  within  that  period.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  brought  forward  the  charge  would  be  greatly  in* 
{~urert  by  a  premature  decision  of  the  Case,  and  would  be 
rxulcri  with  a  degree  of  responsibility  highly  unnecessary; 
The  noble  lord  would  only  have  the  disagreeable  feeling  ot 
achnTge  having  been  made  against  him  which  h  id  not  been 
decided,  a  situation  to  which  all  persons  in  high  situations' 
must  be  aware  that  they  were  exposed.     But  he  could  not 
see  what  injury  he  could  thereby  sustain.     Every  person 
who  read  the  one  part  of  the  evidence  would  have  the  curio- 
sity to  read  the  other  also  ;  arid  so  no  more  injury  would 
really  be  sustained  tbaan  where  the  public, 'even  after  a'  deci- 
sion, were  entitled  to  rend  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  and  lo 
form  their  own  conclusions. 
Mr.  Paull  said  that  it  would  be  highly  conducive  to  bis 
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own  case,  quiet  and  convenience,  lhat  the  prosent  charge 
wis  determined  daring  the  present  session.  He,  however, 
declared  that  he  conceived  himself  as  having  come  under 
no  pledge  to  cbnclude  the  charge  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, if  the  evidence  should  not  have  been  completely  and 
fully  gone  through.  He  was  conscious  that  he  had  pro- 
ceeded with  a  degree  of  rapidity  Unexampled  in  the  annals 
of  Parliament,  or*  course  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  him  as 
blame  if  the  uoble  marquis  found  himself  plnced  in  an  un- 
pleasant situation.  He  confessed  that  one  ot  the  charges  Mas 
ofa  vcrv  serious  nature,  being  no  less  than  that  of  murder.  He 
held  in  liU  hand,  however,  a  copy  of  oneof  the  charges  against 
Mr.  Hastings,  containing  an  unqualified  allegation  ofa  foul 
.  and  atrocious  murder  against  several  gentlemen,  and  among 
others  against  Mr.  Hastings.  Yet  that  charge  was  allowed, 
to  lie  on  the  table  two  years  before  it  was  gone  into.  There 
all  the  talents,  probably  great  part  of  the  integrity,  of  this 
country  were  friendly  to  and  carried  on  the  prosecution. 
IJere,  though  he  acknowledged,  and  should. recollect  with 
gratitude  to  the  latest  moment  of  his  life,  the  assistance  and 
countenance  he  had  received  from  the  noble  lord;andot!*er, 
members  of  that  House,  the  load  of  preparing  the  charge 
and  of  maturing  the  evidence  in  support  of  them,  had,  in  a 
great  measure,  if  not  altogether,  devolved  on  him.  Jf  he 
nad  to  receive  blame  on  any  account,  it  was  for  having 
given  advantages  against  himself;  and  if  any  delay  had 
taken  place,  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  noble  lord  (Tern  |Je), 
who,  while  he  (Mr.  Paul!)  had  proposed  to  examine  evi- 
dence on  the  10th,  had  insisted  on  the  charge  coming  for- 
ward, as  he  (Mr.  Paull)  conceived  it,  then  to  be  finally  dis- 
posed of,  on  the  18th  June.  He  declared  it  to  be  his  earnest 
wish  that  the  charge  should  be  brought  to  an  issue  this  ses- 
sion ;  but  considering  the  state  of  the  House,  which  it  was 
bis  object  to  have  as  fully  attended  as  possible,  he  could  not 
feel  convinced  that  such  must  be  the  result,  it  was  his  de- 
termination not  to  try  the  decision  of  the  queslion  in  such 
an  attendance  as  he  now  saw,  without  moving  for  a  call  of 
the  House.  The  present  charge  was  no  more  important 
than  others  which  had  been  postponed,  and  which  lie  had 
still  to  bring  forward  against  the  noble  marquis.  , 

Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Paull  having  mutually  explained, 
the  House  went  into  a  committee)  Mr.  Hobhou&c  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved  that  Mr.  Cooper  be  called  in.    It 

apj^ared  that  the  witness  had  been  a  member  of  the  supreme 

*  council 
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coancS  at  Bengal,  during  the  years  1798,  1799,  and  1800, 
and  the  fact  sought  tobc  made  out  from  his  examination  was, 
how  far  it  consisted  with  his  knowledge  that  tjlu?  Marquis  of 
Wellesley  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  the'  entire  possession 
of  Oude,  and  failing  in  that  attempt  fcad  contented  himself 
with  the  half  of  that  territory,  ux  Hep  of  the  sum  of  money 
payable  by  the  nabob  to  the  company. 

Similar  objections  to  questions  put  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  the  witnesses  construction  of  the  treaty  between  the 
nabob  and  (he  company,  as  those  made  the  preceding  day, 
were  again  urged,  and  the  questions  withdrawn. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Paull,  and  Col.  Wood,  however, 
maintained  that  the  witness  being  a  member  of  the  council, 
and  one  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  he  must  of  all  oihers  be 
best  qualified  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  fair  construction 
to  be  put  on  it. 

Mr.  Hurst  asked  the  witness  whether  the  line  of  conduct 
pursued  by  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  was  not,  on  the  whole, 
calculated  to  promote  the  British  interests  in  India,  and  to 
protect  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  ?— rWitness  an* 
swerfid  u  In  the  highest  degree." 

After  some  farther  questions  by  Mr.  Wallace  and  Sir  A. 
\V  ellcsley,SirT.  Metcalfe  asked  whether  any  other  governor 
the  witness  had  heard  of,  had  more  frequently  or  more  con* 
fidiMitially  consulted  the  opinion  of  the  government  counctj 
tba  n  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  ? — The  witness  answered  ift 
the  negative. 

itome  further  interrogatories  were  pu*  by  Mr,  Whitsbed 
Kdene,  Mr.  Paull,  and  Sir  William  V oung,  when  the  ytitr 
aeas.  withdrew. 

Mr.  Hurst  observed  that  it  was  a  fundamental  principle 
4>f  l  he  law  of  England,  that  the  aocused  should  be  pressed 
innocent  until  actually  found  guilty.  Therefore  he  should 
{eel  himself  warranted  in  stating  that  the  noble  marquis  who 
was  the  object  of  this  accusation  was  innocent,  and  indeed 
fO  far ,08  the  evidence  had  yet  gone,  nothing  but  his  iano- 
cencc  had  appeared.  But  as  it  was  the  object  of  the  accuser 
to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  be  would  suggest  0 
•bun  thu  necessity  of  bringing  forward  some  evidence  con- 
genial U)  bis  views.  This  suggestion  he  thought  U  his  dyty . 
to  offer  merely  for  the  sake  of  regularity,  without  having  the 
Jbonour  to  know  either  the  honourable  member  who  brought 
forward  the  accusation,  ot  the  noble  defendant. 

Mr.  Paull  maintained  that  that  part  of  the  charge  which 
fie  tad  submitted  to  the  House  relative  to  the  noble  lord's 

having 
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having  declined  to  tesort  to  the  advice  .of  hts~  council  uptfrt 
matters  of  great  public  importance  as  his  duty  prescribed, 
■was  fully  proved  by  the  evidence  even  of  the  last  witness. 

Mr.  Airley  was  called  in  and  examined..  His  statements, 
for  the  most,  part,  went  to  shew  that,  in  the  district  where 
he  was  magistrate,  which  appeared  to  be  in  the  ceded  pro- 
viuces,  the  zemindars  and  principal  inhabitants,  who  influ- 
enced the  mass  of  the  population,  were  inimical  to  the  Bri- 
tish government,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  cer- 
tain regulations,  and  that  they  ftere  ripe  for  revolt.  The 
presence  of  troops  wa&  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  i$- 
venue.  » 

Mr.  Beresford,  after  the  witness  had  been  ordered  to  with- 
draw, said,  that  had  he  not  been  disinclined  td  interrupt  the 
business,  lie  would  have  objected  to  such  questions  being 
put,  as  they  would  give  information  to  the  enemy  J    . 

Major  Ouseley  wad  then  examined  :  he  had  long  resided . 
at  Luck  now,  and  was  in  the  habits  of  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  present  nabob,  in  whose  employment  he  is  at  pre.-  . 
sent.     As  to  his  general  character  he  stated,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  dignified  manners,  and  very  princely  deportment; . 
that  he  was  well  versed  in  all  the  literature  of  the  East,  and 
was  possessed  of  an  excellent  taste  in  architecture  and  other 
arts ;  and  that  in  private  life  he  was  social,  and  fond  of - 
horses,  of  hunting,  and  of  all  field  amusements.     Notwith- 
standing the  intimate  acquaintance  that  the  witness  had  . 
with  him,  he  never  saw  any  great  depression  of  spirits  in 
him  on  account  of  the  changes  introduced  by  Marquis  Wel- 
lesley.     His  cavalcade  was  not  quite  so  great  as  that,  of  his 
predecessor  Asuf  Dowla,  but  it  was  better  appointed.     He 
had  now  in  his  stables  about  three  thousand  of  the  finest 
horses, .including  about  150  Arabian  saddle-horses.  lie  had 
about  1300  elephants,  and  in  all  the  other  expences  of  his 
state  he  was  more  sumptuous  than  before ;  he  went  to  more  : 
«xpencc  in  building  palaors,  and  furnishing  them  ;  and,  *. 
upon  the  whole,  according  to  his  opinion,  had  had  no  rea- ! 
eon  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  change.     He  had,  it  was  true, 
changed  his  turban  for  a  while,  and  suffered  his  beard  to " 
grow,  whioh  in  that  country  was  considered  as  a  sign  ofl 
affliction;. but  since  that  time  he  had  appeared  perfectly 
reconciled.     When  Holkar  invaded  the  Douhab,  he  ad-, 
vanced  ten  lacks  of  rupees,  (about  100,000/.)  of  his  own- 
free  will,  to  enable  Lord  Lake's  army  to  march  against- 
him ;  and  there  was  no  less  than  400,000/.  collected  all 
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Lucknow  for  the  same  purpose.  As  to  the  police  that  sub- 
sisted formerly  at  Oude,  nothing  could  be  worse.  It  was 
true,  there  were  but  few  executions  by  law,  but  then  it  was 
equally  certain,  that  there  was  no  security  either  for  pro- 
perty or  life.  The  country  was  infected  with  banditti,  who 
plundered  or  murdered  those  who  were  not  well  guarded. 
As  an  instance  of  this,  he  mentioned  Mr.  Metcalfe  (son  to 
Sir  T.  Metcalfe),  who,  having  gone  on  a  hunting  party 
from  his  house,  was  attacked  and  maimed  by  some  of  those 
banditti,  although  he  had  all  the  necessary  Mahratta  pass- 
ports about  him.  The  Nabob  himself  requested  Marquis 
Wellesley  to  suggest  to  him  some  improvement  in  the  po- 
lice and  government  of  his  country ;  to  which  the  marquis 
replied,  that  he  would  first  try,  as  experiments,  on  the  ceded 
provinces,  what  he  thought  would  be  adviseable,  and  that 
if  they  answered  there,  the  nabob  could  adopt  them  with 
greater  confidence.  The  tendency  of  the  remainder  of  the 
testimony  of  this  witness  was  to  exculpate  the  noble  marquis 
from  the  matters  charged  against  him. 

Some  questions  were  put  to  him,  which  he  declined  an* 
swering,  on  account  of  tne  violation  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  this  would  be  of  private  friendship  and  confidence. 
Some  of  the  questions  were  then  withdrawn. 

Upon  the  examination  as  to  the  charge  of  the  marquis 
•having  kept  all  Europeans  from  advising  with  the  nabob 
during  the  negotiations,  the  witness  was  asked,  had  not  the 
marquis  accused  Mr.  Treves  of  advising  the  nabob  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  the  company  ?  The  witness  objected  on  the 
ground  that  the  answer  might  implicate  the  character  of 
Mr.  Treves,  who  was  then  out  of  England,  and  in  the  service 
of  the  company.  This  objection  was,  however,  at  length 
overruled ;  and  upon  the  witness  being  again  asked  the 
question,  he  submitted  another  objection,  namely,  that  he 
had  no  sort  of  knowledge  except  from  confidential  letters 
from  friends,  which  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  urge 
him  to  disclose. 

A  long  debate  took  place  in  the  committee r especting  this 
objection,  and  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnstone,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  gallery  should  be  cleared. 

Strangers  were  not  again  admitted ;  but  after  some  further 
examination  of  Major  Ouseley,  and  of  Mr.  Johnstone,  the 
chairman  had  leave  to  report  progress,  and  to  sit  again. 

At  a  quarter  before  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Houst 
adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE 
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-      HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

♦ 

MONDAY.   JUNE  23. 

The  House  met  about  half  past  two.  Counsel  were  heard, 
and  evidence  examined  on  Simpson's  divorce  bill,  which 
was  fead  a  second  time.  The  other  bills  on  the  table  wera 
forwarded  in  their  respective  stages,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   JUNE  S3. 

Sir  John  Newport  brought  up  the  Irish  militia  volun- 
teering bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  andordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Friday. 

The  Irish  school  bill  was  committed ;  report  the  next 
day. 

The  land  tax  commissioners  bill  was  read  a  second,  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Vansittart  presented  a  report  of  the  comptrollers  of 
army  accounts.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  that  the  Irish  election  bill  be 
committed,  with  a  view,  he  said,  to  have  the  blanks  filled 
up,  and  to  have  the  bill  printed  as  amended,  in  order  that 
it  might,  in  this  state,  set  into  the  possession  of  the  public. 
But  he  was  so  convinced  of  the  fitness  and  the  propriety  of 
this  bill,  and  that  the  more  it  was  considered,  the  more  fa- 
vourably it  would  be  received,  that  he  would  abandon  it  for 
the  present  session,  pledging  himself  to  bring  in  a  bill  at  the 
coolmenccment  of  the  next  session,  upon  thesame  principle, 
and  with  the  same  provisions.  This  he  did  that  there 
might  be  no  objection  as  to  the  point  of  time  and  notice, 
and  that  no  one  might  say  that  he  took  advantage  of  the 
influence  of  his  official  situation,  when  he  wished  the  bill 
io  rest  entirely  on  its  own  merits. 

Colonel  Vereker  -would  not  object  to  going  into  the  com* 
mittee,  as  the  bill  was  to  be  abandoned,  but  he  would  op. 
pose  any  future  bill  of  this  kind,  and  all  the  corporations 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  the  number  of  six,  would 
petition  against  it.  He  conceived  it  to  be  founded  in  injus- 
tice, and  that  it  was  an  attack  on  the  charters  of  the  cor- 
porations.   He  trusted  he  should  bq  enabled  to  prove  that 
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the  motive  for  bringing  it  into  the  House,  was  on  account  of 
the  city  of  Watertord  alone." 

The  bill  was  then  committed,  arid  the  .report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  that  day  two  months. 
»The  report  of  the  -committee  on  the  Newfoundland  trade 
was  committed/  In  the  committee,  Mr.  Vansittart  moved 
that  fish  should  be  allowed  to  be  imported,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  and  that  a  bounty  of  three  shillings  per  cwt.  offish 
should  be  granted.  This  was  agreed  to.  Report  the  next 
day. 

The  excise  office  regulation  bill,  and  the  custom-house 
fees  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Irish  spirit  licence  bill  was  committed.  Report  the 
next  day. 

Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice  that,  early  next  session, 
he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remove  all  ob- 
structions to  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  far  as  the  same  was  practicable. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  British  fire  insurance 
office,  against  the  Globe  insurance  company  incorporation 
bill.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  West  India 
trade  bill*  AifteT  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Canning,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  further  considered  on  Wednesday* 

The  stamp  office  regulation  bill  was  committed.  Re- 
port the  next  day. 

Mr.  Paull  moved  for  copies  of  the  treaties  concluded 
with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  from  1765  to  1801.  CMered. 
He  then  moved  that  the  order  for  the  account  of  the  net 
revenue  of  Oude  should  be  complied  with  forthwith. 

Mr.  Paull,  as  he  understood  that  the  general  training 
bill  was  to  be  discussed  the  next  day>  postponed  his  motion 
for  the  printing  of  the  first  charge  against  Marquis  Wd- 
lesley  till  Wednesday. 

Lord  Howick  moved,  that  Mr.  Giles  and  others  should 
be  added  to  the  committee  to  which  the  surgeons'  petition 
was  referred.    Ordered. 

DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  appeared  at  the  bar  with  a  message 
from  his  Majesty.  Trhis  being  brought  up  was  read  by  the 
-Speaker  as  follows  •- 
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•     "  G.  R. 

C4  His  Majesty  having  taken  into  his  most  serious  con- 
<c  sideration  the  expediency  of  making  a  more  effectual 
"  provision  for  aged,'  disabled,  and  wounded  seamen,  is 
"  desirous  of  procuring  the  assistance  of  his  faithful  Com- 
"  inons  towards  attaining  this  desirable  object ;  and  his 
"  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  declare,  that  he  is  willing  to 
u  grant  such  part  of  the  property  arising  from  prizes  to  be 
"  condemned,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall  seem 
"  proper,  for  the  benefit  of  Greenwich  hospital  and  the 
i<L  chest  at  Greenwich,  in  such  a  mariner  as  may  be  settled 
"  by  act  of  parliament." 

This  message  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  commiUee 
the  next  day. 

AUDIT  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS* 

fjord  Henri/  Petti/  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
which  he  had  formerly  given,  to  submit  to  the  House  a  plan 
for  the  more  eifectually  auditing  of  the  public  accounts. 
The  House  would  do  liim  the  justice  to  believe,  that  after 
the  views  which  he  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion  on  this 
subject,  and  the  sense  which  he  entertained  of  the  magni- 
tude and  pressing  nature  of  the  evil,  no  unnecessary  delay 
had  taken  place  in  bringing  forward  this  plan,  but  that  . 
every  moment  had  been  employed  in  the  investigation  of* 
the  subject,  and  providing  means  for  obviating  every  pos- 
sible objection.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  he  was  enabled, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  that  stood  in  the  way,  to 
move  for  this  bill  before  the  conclusion  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Parliament.  Without  going  over  the  grounds  over 
which  he  had  formerly  travelled,  or  entering  upon, state- 
ments which  had  then  appeared  to  convince  the  House  of 
the  necessity  of  doing  something  for  the  purpose  of  having 
this  mass  of  accounts  audited,  he  would  co:itent  himself 
with  laying  before  the  House  the  basis  of  the  plan  which  he 
had  in  view,  and  mentioning  the  amount  of  (lie  accounts 
which  remained  unaudited,  with  respect  to  which  he  had 
now  more  full  and  correct  information  than  he  had  when  he 
had  before  occasion  to  address  the  House  on  this  point. 
When  this  was  considered  it  would  be  a  proof,  not,  cer- 
tainly, of  the  efftacy  of  the  measure  which  he  was  about 
to  propose,  but  undoubtedly  of  the  necessity  of  doing 
something.  He  would  afterwards  shew  that  this  method 
was  the  only  one  which  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  the 
desired  success/    The  amount  of  accounts  unaudited*  was 

greater 
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greater  than  he  had  before  stated.  The  amount  of  ac- 
counts delivered  in  was  above  fifly-two  millions;  the 
amount  of  accounts  under  examination  was  169  ftiHlums-;' 
the  amount  of  army  accounts  not  delivered  in  was  809  -mil- 
lions;  of  navy  accounts  not  delivered  in  100,890^000/. 
which  added  to  three  millions  of  unaudited  accounts  in 
another  department,  made  a  total  of  about  534  millions  of 
money*  Tnat  enormous  amount  of  unaudited  accounts,  it 
was  the  object  of  the  present  administration,  as  far  as  in 
them  lay,  to  endeavour  to  audit.  He  had  before  men* 
Honed  that  a  great  step  had  before  been  taken  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  which  an  addition  had  been  made  last  year,  wnick 
was  infinitely  better  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  in 
view,  and  which  would  form  a  considerable  part  or  the  in- 
stitution that  he  was  now  about  to  submit  to  the  House* 
He  would  now  state  the  plan  more  distinctly.  But  first  be 
ought  to  observe,  that  Hie  two  comptrollers  of  array  ac- 
counts were  to  be  separated  from  it  entirely,  a  measure,  the 
expediency  of  which  had  been  already  recognized.  After 
this  separation  it  was  intended  to  consolidate  the  two  exist- 
ing boards,  and  to  add  four  commissioners  :  one  of  these 
would  be  a  chairman,  with  an  increase  of  salary.  It  was 
intended  that  the  application  of  these  boards  to  any  parti- 
cular business  relating  to  the  accounts,  as  occasion  might 
require,  should  be  leu  in  the  hands  of  the  treasury,  which 
must  be  best  able  to  judge  how  the  business  ought  to  be  ap- 
portioned. At  present,  however,  it  was  proposed  that  out 
of  the  ten  commissioners  four  should  be  entrusted  with  the 
auditing  of  the  current  accpunts,  and  these  would  form  the 
first  board.  The  second  board  would  consist-of  three  com- 
missioners, and  thesewould  have  the  charge  of  thoseaccounts 
which  were  now  under  examination.  The  third  board  would 
also  consist  of  three  commissioners,  whose  business  it  would 
be  to  bring  up  those  accounts  which  were  entirely  in  arrear, 
and  not  entered  on  at  all.  This  was  what  at  present  appeared 
to  be  the  most  useful  arrangement.  At  the  same  time  it  would 
be  expedient  to  leave  the  power  with  the  treasury  to  alter  it 
as  they  should  sec  occasion,  because  the  treasury  would  have 
the  best  opportunity  of  observing  how  the  different  boards 
wrought,  and  what  might  be  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
carrying  speedily  forward  the  great  work  which  must  be 
managed  in  some  manner  or  other.  Whatever  errors 
therefore  might  occur,  the  treasury  would  be  enabled  to 
rectify  them  and  to  make  up  in  some  measure  for  any  de- 
fects which  might  escape  the  notice  of  Parliament  in  passing 

the 
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the  bill.  As  the  establishment  was  by  this  plan  undoubt- 
edly considerably  increased  in  the  first  instance,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  have  the  advantages  of  this  increase  with  as  little 
expence  to  the  public,  and  with  as  little  additional  power 
toministers  as  possible.  With  this  view  a  provision  would 
be  introduced  into  the  bill,  by  which  in  no  instance  in  case 
of  a  vacancy  by  death  could  the  loss  be  supplied  till  the 
number  was  reduced  to  five,  without  coming  to  Parliament, 
and  on  such  occasions  the  House  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  discussing  the  necessity  for,  or  the  expediency  of, 
the  several  appointments,  and  of  ascertaining  how  the  work 
went  on.  This  would  afford  employment  to  the  ten  com- 
missioners till  they  were  reduced  to  the  permanent  number, 
which  was  six.  But  in  the  event  of  the  business  getting  on 
faster  than  was  expected,  a  thing  not  very  likely  to  occnr, 
there  was  a  provision  by  which  the  Commons,  by  addrea* 
to  his  Majesty,  might  suppress  an}*  of  the  commissions. 
However,  Parliament  would  have  the  whole  under  its  own 
eye.  But  the  great  provision  respecting  the  current  ac* 
counts  was*  that  there  should  beacompulsioh  extending  to 
all  accountants,  by  which  they  must  send  in  their  accounts 
from  year  to  year.  He  had  once  some  doubts  whether  this 
provision  could  be  now  introduced,  but  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion to  find,  upon  examination,  that  it  might  be  done,  ant} 
accordingly  this  provision  was  introduced  into  the  bill.  It 
was  proposed,  within  the  space  of  three  months  from  the 
31st  of  December  in  each  year,  every  accountant  should 
send  in  an  aeoount  of  his  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the 
year  preceding,  together  with  the  vouchers  connected  with 
them-;  ami  it  was  moreover  proposed  that  immediately 
upon  these  accounts  being  given  in,  an  examination  should 
forthwith  be  entered  upon,  and  a  comparison  take  place 
between  the  accounts  and  the  vouchers,  so  that  they  should 
lit  least  be  so  faT  examined  at  the  time  they  were  delivered. 
And  also  in  those  cases  where  officers  must,  from  the  m> 
£e$sitv  of  circumstances,  examine  their  accounts  at  different 
pcriot V,  it  was  proposed  that  the  accounts  should  be  given 
in  there  three  months  before  that  period,  instead  of  the  three 
months  from  the  31st  of  December,  as  in  other  instances. 
Another  part  of  the  bill,  though  a  subordinate  one  cer- 
tainly, was  to  enable  the  accountants  tojhave  their  accounts 
attested  wherever  they  should  l>e,  before  any  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  exchequer,  which,  as  these  were  spread 
<jver  the  whole  country,  would  be  a  very  great  conveni- 
ence. 
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ence.  Another  part  of  the  bill  he  considered  as  of  great 
importance,  and  that  was  the  provision  by  which  all  those 
public  officers  who  authorised  the  expenditure  of  the  pub* 
lie  money,  should  be  charged  with  that  expenditure,  an4 
made  accountable  for  it.  He  mentioned  the  instance  of  a 
general  officer  who  in  the  West  Indies  during  tin* last  War, 
had  authorised  the  expenditure  of  900,Q00/.  By  mefe  ao- 
cident  he  h^d  not  a  commissary  with  him-  If  ^here  dad 
been  a  commissary,  as  the  commissary  would  expend  and 
the  officer  would  have  the  controul  over  him,  neither  of 
them  could  be  chained  with  it.  As  it  happened,  however, 
the  officer  was  responsible,  and  when  that  accouat  eaine 
to  be  examined  it  was  disallowed.  It  was  therefore  provi- 
ded, that  all  who  authorised  the  expenditure  of  money 
should  be  responsible ;  but  at  the  same  time  an  appeal  was 
allowed  them  to  the  exchequer  in  case  they  felt  themselves 
aggrieved.  It  was  also  provided  that  when  accountant* 
paid  in  any  part  of  the  funds  which  had  been  issued  U> 
them  into  the  proper  office,  they  should  be  considered  as* 
so  far  acquitted.  There  now  remained  only  to  slate  the 
authoritv  which  was  to  be  committed  to  theae  commission- 
rrs.  The  nature  of  this  authority  was  to  remain  as  before* 
but  to  be  extended  over,  all  persons  who  had  the  care  of 
stores,  &c.  fee. ;  all  which  persons  they  should  be  empow* 
cred  io  call  before  them.  In  addition  to  this,  it  was  pro- 
posed that'  the  comptrollers  of  the  army  should  have  the 
power  of  calling  all  persons  before  them  who  were  con«- 
cerned  in  the  military  expenditure  of  the  country,  and 
their  powers  were  to  be  placed  exactly  on  the  same  footing 
as  they  were  when  the  commission  was  first  created  in  the 
reign' of  Queen  Anne.  These  comptrollers  were  to  lie  the 
advisers  of  the  treasury  in  all  matters  connected  with  the 
military  expenditure,  and  iji  case  any  persons  for  whom 
they  called  should  refuse  to  appear,  which  he  was  told 
was  sometimes  the  case,  they  should  have  the  power  af 
imposing  a  fine  on  all  such  persons.  There  was  oi.e  thing 
more  which  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  state,  a^d  that 
was,  that  where  the  stores  were  embezzled  a  valuation  was 
to  be  made,  and  the  persons  who  had  the  care  of  those 
stores  were  to  )ie  charged  with  the  amount  according  to  the 
valuation.  He  had  now  stated  the  principal  particular 
of  the  plan  which  it  was  proposed  to  carry  into  execution, 
for  the  auditing  of  the  public  accounts.  If  any  thing 
further  could  be  suggested  for  this  great  object  it  would  be 

thankfully 


JJJKE  28.]  m      PUBI4C  ACCOUNTS.  »  '©97 

thankfully  attended  to.  As  to  the  importance  of  getting 
rid  of  this  mass  of  accounts  it  was  too  obvious  to  require 
any  comment.  But  as  to  the  patronage  that  might  thus 
be  conferred  oik  the  treasury,  that  was  a  pointwhich  he 
wished  to  be  thoroughly  in vestigated,  as  an  opinion  seemed 
to  be  entertained  by  sopne  that  there  was  a  design  in  this  to 
augment  the  patronage  of  the  treasury.  All  he  could  say 
at  present  was,  that  both  his  noble  friend  (Grenville),  and 
he  himself,  were  extremely  anxious  to  avoid  any' thing 
that  could  have  the  tendency  of  giving  patronage  to  the 
treasury,  and  if  there  could  be  any  other  mode  by  which 
the  eofl  proposed  could  be  effectually  answered,  that  mode 
would  be  gladly  adopted.  But  what  scheme  could  be 
proposed,  that  could  be  equally  well  calculated  to  attain  i  he 
desired  object,  and  yet  keep  free  of  the  alleged  objections,  he 
could  not  at  present  possibly  conceive.  In  addition  to 
that  he  could  safely  say,  that  thc;Utmost  attention  bad, 
been  paid  to  the  means  of  limiting  that  patronage  as 
much  as.  it  could  be  done  in  consistency  with  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object  of  the  measure,  lie  had  stated  how 
the  commissioners  were  to  be  replaced  till  they  were  re- 
duced to  five  in  number ;  and  as  to  inspectors,  for  some  m* 
spectars  there  muslof  necessity  be,  it  wasiiitended  to  select 
them  entirely  on  account  of  their  mqrtis,  and  the  selection 
would  be  made  from  the  most  meritorious  commissaipeft 
on  half- pay,  by  which  means  the  whole  amount  of  their 
half-pay  would  be  saved  to  the  public.  The  examinees 
would  be  taken  from  the  clerks  now  belonging  to  the 
boards,  and  -every  thing  would ,  be  done  to  render  the  moa* 
sure  as  economical  and  efficacious  as  possible.  With  re- 
gard to  a  huge  class  of  accounts,  he  had  been  told  that  they 
were  subject  to  no  risk,  and  that  they  were  only  mentioned 
with  a  view  to  swell  the  list  of  the  commissioners.  That 
some  of  the  accounts  were  of  this  description  he  was  by  no 
means  disposed  to  deny — but  still  the  labours  must  be  gone 
through,  aa4  these  accounts  must  be  examined*  But  as 
to  the  point  of  risk,  it  sometimes  happened  that  there  was 
some  ri$k,  where,  at  first  view,  there  appeared  to  be  none* 
There  were  instances  of  this  even  in  the  bank  account* 
He  mentioned  one  instance,  in  which  700,000/.  had  been 
issued  from  the  bank  to  one  individual  ii}  the  West  Indies* 
He  bad  been  on  a  former  occasion  accused  of  ignorance  on 
this  bead,  and  told  that  the  account  of  Valentine  Jone9 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  bank  than  it  had  to  do  with  the 
V?j~  III.  1805-6.  Q  q  ,        hackney- 
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"hackney-coach  offitt,  a  comparison  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  (Mr.  Rose)  experience  enabled 
•Jura  to  make.  He  would  state  the' particulars  of  that 
transaction,  and  leave  the  matter  to  the'judgmerrt  of  the 
House.  In  the  year  1797  several  bills  had  been  drawn  on 
the  treasury,  which  applied  to  the  bank  to  discharge  those 
^bills,  and  bills  to  the  the  amount  of  1,600,000/.  were  dis- 
charged, and  when  the  subsequent  loan  was  made  the  bank 
detained  the  amount.  They  presented  their  acconnts  to 
the  auditors,  the  latter  refused  to  allow  the  sum  Which  had 
been  drawn  by  Mr.  Jones,  which  the  bank  had  aifio  with- 
held. In  1798  an  ex  post  facto  clause  was  introduced  into 
the  loan  bill,  sanctioning  this  conduct  of  the  bank,'  em- 
.  powering  the  auditors  to  admit  the  account,  «and  making 
Mr.  Valentine  Jones  instiper  on  the  bank  account.  This 
sum,  therefore,  had  something  more  to  do  with  the  bank 
account  than  it  had  to  do  with  the  hackney-coach  office. 
,  He  would  pot  accuse  the  right  honourable  gentleman  of 
ignorance  on  this  subject;  he  would  only  call  it  a  soft  of 
want  of  recollection.  Undoubtedly,  however,  he  allowed, 
*  that  with  regard  f  o  the  far  greater  part  of  the  bank  account 
there  was  no  risk,  and  as  to  the  paymaster,  he  allowed  that 
the  paymaster^  themselves  were  very  honourable  persons, 

Jet  the  persons  under  them  abroad,  and  in  many  places  kt 
ome,  might  be  of  a  very  different  description.  But, 
however,  he  could  not  go  on  describing  the  different  shades 
which  might  be  pointed  out  on  these  topics..    All  that  he 

.'  wished  to  do  was,  to  show,  that  great  risk  was,  wpqjn  the 

whole,  sustained  from  the  unaudited  state  of  the  accounts. 

Besides  this,    he  had  no  doubt  that  considerable  sumrf 

might  be  recovered ;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  example  would 

.  be  beneficial,  and  produce  a  considerable  effect  on  all  those 

fl  who  were  entrusted  with. the  public  money.  In  this  view 
the  measure  would  be  of  immense  utility.  It  had  been 
Said  that  the  war  office  particularly  required  revision.  In 
that  he  most  perfectly  agreed,  and  if  was  certainly  ex- 

,  tremely  desirable  that  a.  new  distribution  and  new  regula- 

>  tjons  could  be  made  in  that  office.     But  so  many  points 

had  come  under  consideration,  that  he'Svas  not  prepared 

.with  any  measure  respecting  the  war  Office  at  present. 

-But  this,  however,  would  most  certainly  be  speedily  at- 
tended to  ;  in  the  meantime  the  want  of' this  would  not 
take  away  from  the  value  of  the  measure  now  proposed, 

k  as  far  as  it  went.  He  pledged  himself  that  next  session  he 
'2  '  woul4 
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would  propose  sof&e .  plan  to  regulate  the  accounts  of  the 
war  office;  but  in  the  moan  time  we  ought  to  proceed  init 
mediately  with  all  that  could  be  done  for  the  present.  He 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  conso* 
totaling  the  two  boards  of  commissioner*,  and  for  the 
more  efieptiud.  auditing  the  public  accounts  in  arrear. 
On  recollecting  himself  after  he  sat  down,  he  rose  again 
and  slated  that  the  expence  of  the  permanent  commission 
.would  be  less  by  1000/.  a  year  than  the  expence  of  the  esta* 
bli^roent  atpresent.  The  expence  of  the  present  establish- 
ment was  28,000/. — that  of  his  permanent  commission 
would  be  27,000/. j  the  expence  of  the  temporary  addition 
would  be  14,000/.  more,  which  would  make  it  in  all  41 ,000/; 
Mr.  Rose  followed  the  statement  of  the  noble  Tord,  but 
in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  we  could  not  collect  his  ob- 
servations with  a  satisfactory  degree  of  accuracy.  '  His 
natal  deduction,  however,  was,  tha£  out'of  the  Whole 
millions  stated  by  the  noble  lord  to  be  wholly  unaccoun 
for  by  the  commissioners  of  public  accounts,  and  for  the 
investigation  of  which  he  lately  professed  to  oring  forward 
the  present  measure,  only  eight  millions  really  remftiiied 
unaccounted  for.  .  The  rest  were,  tQ  all  intents  and  pur- 
pose*, accounted  for  as  satisfactorily  as  was  possible, 
though 9  perhaps,  the  whole  had  not  passed  the  commis- 
sioners of  accounts;  and  of  this  eight  'millions,  the  only 
pati  upon  which  investigation  could  attach,  with  any  hope 
of  recovering  a  shilling  tor  the  public,  was  about  99,000/. 
So  that  the  construction  of  all  that  expensive  systerrf  of 
machinery  proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  of  increasing  com* 

rioners,  accountants,  and  all  the  other  train  otsubor* 
,te  officers,  was,  in  fact,  doing  nothing  for  the  public. 
With  respect  to  the  accounts  in  the  West  Indies,  an  act 
passed  in  the  last  year  for  appointing  new  commissioners 
to.  follow  up  the  enquiry  in  that  quarter,  from  whteh 
commissioners  no  report  had  yet  been  made.  In  his  opi- 
nion* therefore,  it  would  have  been  much  more  advisable 
for  the  noble  lord  to  have  waited  for  the  report  of  those 
commissioners,  and  taken  more  time  to  consider  and  ma* 
tare  his  plan,  instead  of  precipitating  the  country  into 
so  much  useless  and  unnecessary  expence.  Having  con* 
eluded  his  observations  upon  the  propositions  of  the  noble 
lord,  whose  chief  object  seemed  to.be  the  censure  of  a  for- 
mer administration,  and  to  create  unnecessary  patronage* 
he  would  now  &5g  leave  to  advert  to  some  allusions  made 

Q  ^  2  personally 
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personally  to  hijnself,  on  a  former  night,  by  a  noble  lone! 
opposite  to  him  (Lord  Howick),  ana  a  right  honourable 
ana  learned  gentleman  ("the  Attorney  General),  now  in  his 
tyk    It  haa  Been  observed  thxt  observations  from  hiro; 
tending  ip  condemn  the  creation  of  sinecure  places,  came 
with  a  peculiar  ill  grace ;  and  allusions  were  made  to  sine*  » 
ci^re  places  and  lucrative  appointrtteftts  which  he  was  sup- 
pooea  to  possess*   On  this  point  it  was  necessary  to  explain 
to  the  House  the  fallacy  of  such  allusions.     For  the  place 
hrbeld  under  the  administration  of  his  late  right  hon. 
friend,  as  secretary  of  tfce  treasury,  he  had  resigned  a  cer- 
tain, permanent,  and  lucrative  employment 'producingMm 
5fU)0L  a  year,  arising  from  fees,  to  take  up  a  precarious 
Ofl^B,  which  reduced  his  income  to  4,500/.  a  year ;  this  inr 
comethe  lords  of  the  treasury  wete  afterwards  pleased  to 
reduce  by  a  ney  regulation  to  80001.  a  year,  ana  upon  th& 
IojWf  resign  at,i^ i  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  here* 
sjgpiedthis  wttfo^'onyjpovisio^  whatever.  'On  the  return 
-  &  ivfenght  honourable  uiend  agaiji  to  office,  he  accepted 
o£anotii$r  ofb.ee,. which  he  again  resigned  without  any 
provision ;  .an4  a*  to  the  employment. which  he  now  held, 
it  was  one  wluch  had  been  .usually  conferred  in  reversion 
lor  a  series  of  five  centuries,  and  wtfs  giveh  to  him  on  & 
similar  footing,   upou  a  reversion  of  two*  lives,  one  of 
which  continue^  six  years  after  He  obtained  the  promise; 
and  the  other  was^  at  the  time,  of  his. own  age,'  and  a  Ufii 
in  every  respect  as  good,  and  as  likely  to  last  'us  his  owriu 
This  grant  was  the  only  favour  he  ever  asked  for  Mmsflf 
or  any  of  his  family,  close  as  were  the  friendship  and  inti* 
macy  which  had  for  above  seventeen  Vt'ars  subsisted  between 
'higaself  and  his  late  right  hon.  friend ;  and  he  believed 
that  be,  in  this  instance,  stood  the  single  exception  to  all 
men  who  had  ever  preceded  him  in  office,  unde/  sfrnifa* 
circumstances.    The  office  Of  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
Was  after  its  first  reduction,  upon  further  consideration  of 
Uie  Lords  Commissioners,  raised  to  4,00CW.  a  year;  and 
he  was  convinced  that  any  man  who  considered  the  talents 
requisite  to  fill  the  situation,  and  the  laborious  extent  of 
duties  it  involved,  would  not  consider  this  salary  at  all  im- 
moderate ;  but  besides  this,  it  placed  the  man  who  heM  it 
in  such  a  situation,  as  that  no  gentleman  filling  the  office, 
could  save  one  shilling  from  the  income.     He  had  heant 
that   rumours   prevailed   withont   doors   respecting   the 
imxneiso  emoluments  amassed  by  him,  but  without  ueigrt* 
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irig  to  tetany  notice  of  snchassertions ;  when,  however^ 
sufch  aMttftions?  were* made  within  those  walls^  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  answer,  and  he  trusted  that,  he  had  now  satisfacto- 
rily refuted  them .  W  hen  b  is'  right'  honourable  friend  Irad 
ibrmerlyTetired  from  office,  he  believed  it  was  fully  it*  the 
recollection- of  the  right'  honouflible  gentleman  (now  a  no^ 
ble  lord),  who-  succeeded  him,  that  he  had  beeti  earnestly 
solicited  to  continue jin  office,  but  positively  declined  it^ 
toor  •would  he  act  midfer  any  other  administration  than  that 
of  his  right  Honourable  friend,  white  he  lived ;  and  he 
coald  nowappeaMothe  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  ad- 
foini&ratipn,  whether  he  had  not  repeatedly  pressed  him  to 
appoint  c  Successor  in  the  department  he  filled  ;  so-far  was 
he  from  feeling  any  solicitude  to  continue  in  .oflicc- 
The  fmrt  he  htttl  taken  in  this  House  since  the  change  of 
administration,  was  one  which  he  thought  became  him. 
He  had  vindicated  the  conduct  of  his  late  right  honourable 
friend,  and  the  administration ••  ill  which  he  presided^ 
from  the  censures  so  continually  cast  on  them  by  the  noble 
told  and  his  colleagues:  and  lie  could  assure  the  noble 
lord,  -that;  had  it  not  been  for  those  censures,  he  would 
have  continued  as1  sHent  a  member  since,  as  be  had  been 
before  his  departure  from  office. 

The  question  being  pttt,  bare  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

.MARQUIS  WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  FaaU  bow  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  re* 
turning  the  committee  upon  the  charges  against  Lord 
"WeUcstey.  >   ' 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  into  a  committee,  Mr. 
Hawthorn*  hi  tfee-cltnir. 

Colonel  Baines,  who  had  been  aide-de-camp  to  Sir  Jame* 
Craig,  was  then  called  in  and  examined  by  Mr.  Pauli,  on 
the  number  of  {mope  kept  in  the  territory  of  43ude. 

Mr.  Strachey,  wno  was  one  of  the  Judges  in  India,  was 
alsoexamined,  principally  as  to  what  he  had  observed  as 
to  the' opinion. or  the  natives  relative  to  the  changes  made 
by  Lord  Wellesley  in  the  territory  of  Oude.  His  answer 
amounted  to  this,  that  some  seemed  to  approve  and  others 
to  disapprove  of  them. 

A  conversation  then  ensued  as  to  the  propriety  of  exa- 
mining Captain  Salmon,  who  had  been  superintendant  and 
auditor  of  accounts  in' India,  on  the  fairness  of  (^estimate* 
•    •  '  "         lying 
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.lying  on  the  tnble  of  the  expences  of  the  troops  employed 

'In  the  b's  territories,  and  charged  against  him  by  the 

Company. 

Mr.  Paul!  and  Dr.  Laurence  thought  his  evidence  would 
"come  with  more  propriety  when  certain  other  accounts, 
-which  had  been  moved  for,  and  which  would  go  to  shetr 
'the'  fallacy  of  those  now  before  the  House,  were  pro- 
duced. 

Sir  A.  Welksley,  Mr.  W.  Pole,  Mr.  Hurst,  &c.  on  the 
'oilier  hand,  argued,  that  Mr.  Salmon  must  be  qualified  at 
this  moment,  as  being  superintendant  of  accounts,  to  say 
whether  these  accounts  were  or  were  not  correct.  If 
there  were  occasion  for  examining  him  anew,  the  honour" 
able  gentlemen  could  move  for  it.  The  witness  was  then 
called  in,  and  he  in  general  stated  that  the  orders  of  the 
Marquis  Wellcsley  were,  in  making  up  the  estimate  of  the 
extra  troops  employed  by  the  Company  in  the  service  of 
the  Nabob,  rather  to  underrate  than  overstate  the  est- 
pence. 

Being  cross-examined,  however,  by  Mr.  Paul),  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  calculation  as  to  a  regiment  of  infantry  or 
of  cavalry,  &c.  specially  referred  to  tha  particular  regi- 
ments employed  in  Oude. 

''The  examination  of  this  witness  being  finished;  the 
chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
■  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  there  was  then  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the' House  an  account  of  the  extra  expence 
•paid  by  the  East  India  Company  for  the  number  of  troops 
'stipulated  to  be  engaged  by  them  for  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
from  the  first  of  November,  1789,  to  the  1st  of  November, 
I80T. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

'-.  TUESDAY-,   JUKE  24. 

In  the.  appeal  "  Graham  v.  the  Countess  Dowager  of 
CHcncaim,  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  and  the  Soli- 
citor General  for  the  Respondent,  and  Mr.  Alexander,  in 
reply,  were  heard  by  Lord  Ellen-borough.  Further  pro- 
ceedings postponed  till  Monday  se'nnight. 

Ilia  Tartola  free  port  Ml  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.      , 

Tha 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  having  resumed  the  woolsack, 

Mr.  Alexander,  and  several  other,  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  custom-house  fees  bill,  the 
excise  regulation  bin,  and  some  private  bills,  which  were 
mid  a  first  time.  The  two  former  were  ordered  to%  be 
printed. 

.  -  The  Gibraltar  and  Malta  postage  bill,  the  Prussian  yarn 
bill,  and  the  additional  assessed  taxes  bill  passed  through 
-committees  and  were Teported. 

*     The  Earl  of  Warwick  rose  to  state  to  the  House,  that  he 

badysome  time  before  the  decease  of  the  late  minister,  sub* 

mitted  to  him  a  proposition  relative  to  the  subject  of  tax- 

ftioHy  which  had  been  examined  and  approved  of  by  men 

-of  the  most  distinguished  ability.    He  bad  also  submitted 

•it  to  tlie  present  administration,    in  thb  hope  that  they 

-would  have  brought  forward  some  measure  founded  upon  it. 

He  now  only  wished  to  say,  that  unless  he  found  them  dis- 

.posed  to  lay  it  before  Parliament,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his 

duty  to  do  so ;   beingr  convinced   that,    under   existing 

circumstances,  U  would  prove  eminently  conducive  to  the 

; salvation  of  the  country,  inasmuch  as  it  was  founded  on  a 

principle  applicable  in  a  fair  and  equal  proportion  to  the 

means  of  every  individual. 

Lord  Grcnville  presented  a  message  from  bis  Majesty,  re- 
lative to  encreasing  the  pay  of  seamen,  similar  to  that  pre- 
sented the  preceding  day  to  the  House  of  Commons.  His 
lordship  said,  he  thought  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  argument  upon  the  subject,  as  all  their  lordships 
must  lie  convinced  of  the  utility  and  propriety  of  the 
measure.  He  should,  therefore,  merely  *move  an  address  to 
his  Majesty,  concurring  in  the  object  of  his  Majesty's  . 
Jljessage. 

The  address  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  white  staves. 

« 

SLAVE  TRAINS. 

A  short  conversation  took  place  hetweeathe  Eart  of  West- 
*  mordant}  3nd  Lord  GrenviUe,  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
-hearing  counsel  on  a  petition,. presented  on  a  former  day  by 
nrhe  noble  earl,  Agninst  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
Lord  GrenviUe  objected, fci.hfnrinjjcounsel,  and  no  motion 
being  made  by  the  Birl  of  Westmoreland,  the  former  noble 
.lord  moved  thex>rdcr  of  the  day  for  taking  into  consider- 
ation 
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aiion  Che  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  relative  to 
the  nhtAition  of  ?he  slave  trade,  which  being  read, 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  upon  this  subject,  after  the  re- 
'peaied  discussions  and  the  minute  investigations  it  haduu- 
.dcrgone  for  twenty  years,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
take  up  rmich  of  their  lordships'  time-     The  resolution  of 
Aheitauseof  Commons  contained  a  conclusion  drawn  from 
pertain;  prcpiises,  and  the  question  now  was,  whether  those 
premises  were  correct ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  conclusion 
iJra\?n  was  correct.     The  resolution  stated  that  the  slave 
trade  was  contrary  to  humanity,  justice,  and  sound  policy, 
and  ought  to  be  abolished.  That  the  trade  was  contrary  to 
humanity  could  not  surely  be  doubted  for  a  moment,  nor 
did  he  believe  there  was  one  man  to  be  found  who  would 
yenfnre  to  declare  thai  this  trade  was  in  the  least  degree 
consistent  with  humanity.     Let  it  be  considered  in  the 
three  stages  of  its  progress  :  first,  dragging  away  the  un- 
fortunate Africans  from  their  homes,  their  families,  arid 
their  comforts ;  next,  the  transfer  of  them  from  thence  to 
the  West  Indies ;  and  lastly,  the  treatment  of  them  whilst 
there ;  and  in  all  it  would  be  found  most  inhuman.     The 
means  that  were  adopted  to  drag  the  unfortunate  victims 
from  their  homes,  were  in  the  highest  degree  cruel,  and  at 
tke  same  time  contributed  to  keep  up  a  cxmtinucdsystem  of 
barbarism  in  Africa.     Torn  from  all  the  tender  and  social 
ties  from  which  they  derived  their  happiness,  and  feeling 
poignantly  the  miseries  of  the  condition  imposed  upon 
them  by  our  traders,  they  were  doomed  to  endure  still 
gjeator  miseries  in  the  transfer  from  thence  to  the  West 
Indies*  It  was  impossible  for  any  man,  however  steeled  his 
heart*  to  *oad  of  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage,  of  th$ 
treatment  which  these  poor  negroes  experienced,  or  the 
miseries  which  they  endured,  without  shuddering  at  the 
recital.    Arrived  in  the  West  Indies,  a  new  scene  of 
misery  opened  to  their  view.    Goaded  with  the  lash  they 
were  compelled  to  labour  from  morning  till  night  beneath  a 
boning  sfin,'  add  under  the  oppressive  tyranny  of  task- 
masters set  over  them  by  their  owners,  and  thoogh  they 
might  sometimes  be  mildly  treated,  yet  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied that-  nothing  was  a  greater  corruptor  of  the  human 
heart,  lliftn  arbitrary  pqp'er,  nor  could  be  a  greater  temp- 
tation- to  the  abuse  of  power,  than  situations  where,  as  in 
the  West  Indies,  a  white  overseer,  amongst  a  great  number; 
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t>f  negroes*  fc&d  it  in  his  power  to  ill-treat  them  in  the 
grossest  manner,  whilst  they  could  not  be  legal  evidence 
against  him  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  justice.  That  the  trade 
Was  contrary  to  justice  was  clearly  in  his  mind  established* 
the  principles  of  justice  as  amongst  the  individuals  of  a 
'.nation  applied  equally  amongst  nations,  and  nothing  could 
be  more  contrary  to  justice  than  robbing,  men  of  the  fruits 
of  their  industry,  without  giving  them  any  compensation, 
as  was  the  case  v.ith  those  unfortunate  negroes,  the  fruits  of 
•whose  industry  was  wrested  from  them,  they  receiving  no- 
thing in  return  but  an  aggravation  of  the  injustice,  the  bit- 
ter portion  of  slavery.  That  what  was  contrary  to  hu- 
manity and  justice,  must  also  be  contrary  to  sound  policy, 
it  was  unnecessary  to  argue.  As  to  any  argument  set  up 
respecting  the  profit  of  the  trade,  it  would  serve  to  justify 
robbery^  or  any  other  crime.  On  grounds  of  policy, 
however,  he  called  upon  those  who  advocated  the  cause  of 
the  planters,  to  agree  to  the  abolition.  Those  persons  who 
-were  best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  state  of  our  West  Indies, 
bad  declared  that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  was  necessary  to 
prevent  the  ultimate  destruction  of  these  colonies ;  and 
with  the  example  of  £t.  Domingo  before  their  eyes,  it 
surely  could  be  no  longer  problematical  that  the  more  they 
increased  the  number  of  negroes,  the  more  they  increased 
their  danger,  the  more  they  increased  the  means  which 
threatened  their  destruction.  The  great  mortality  which 
took  place  amongst  the  negroes,  was  amongst  those  who 
had  newly  arrived  in  the  islands,  but  there  wa$  no  reason 
to. believe  that  any  similar  mortality  would  exist  amongst 
the  negroes  seasoned  to  the  climate;  on  the  contrary  it  might 
be  confidently  expected  that  a  sufficient  stook  might  be 
kept  up  without  any  fresh  importation.  From  all  the  argu- 
ments and  facts  which  the  Subject  afforded,  he  was  decid* 
cdly  of  opinion,  that  the  conclusion  that  the  trade  ought  to 
be  abolished  was  correctly  deduced  from  the  premises  con* 
taiued  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  move  a  similar  resolution,  concurring  with 
thai  of  the  Commons ;  and  though,  in  his  individual  opi* 
uion,  the  best  abolition  would'  be  an  immediate  abolition ; 
yet,  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  others  for  whom. he  bad* 
a  high  respect,  he  would  wish  the  subject  to  stand  over  for 
mature  deliberation  next  session.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  moving  a  resolution  to  the  effect  he  had  stated. 

Jjord  ifaxkesburi/  concurred  with  the  noble  lord  in  opi- 
Vol.  III.  1805-6,  Rr  nion, 
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nion,  thatif  a  trade  was  carried  on  which  was  coutrary  to 
humanity  and  justice,  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  its 
1)eing  contrary  to  sound  policy.     This,  however,  was  not 
The  way  in  which  he  viewed  this  question.  It  was  not  upon 
abstract  principles,  that  the  question  as  to  the  abolition  df 
the  slave  .trade  ought  to  be  considered,  but  as  to  its  prac- 
tical effect,  and  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  noble  lord 
Tiad  ad  anced  principles  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  which 
/he  did  not  venture  to  sanction  in  the  motion  with  which  he 
concluded.  »  The  same  principles  upon  which  the  noble 
lord  condemned  the  slave  trade,  applied  with  "equal  force 
to  the  state,  of  slavery  itself,  but  he  noble  lord  would  not 
venture  to  bring  forward  any  measure  founded  upon  these 
principles,'  as  applying  to  the  actual  state  of  slavery  in  th!e 
West  Indies.     Ihis,    therefore,  shewed   the  fallacy    of 
bringing  forward  abstract  principles,  without  at  the  same 
time  looking  to  the  practical  effect.  He  did  not  believe  that 
our  ceasing  to  trade  to  Africa  for  negroes,  would  be  of  the 
slightest  benefit  to  the  people  of  that  continent,  nor  did  he 
believe  that  one  slave  less  wonld  be  imported  on  account  of 
our  giving  up  the  trade :  the  only  effect  would  .be,  that 
British  capital  would  be  transferred  to  foreign  islands,  that 
the  trade*  would  be  transferred  to  other  hands,  where  tl*c 
same  regulations  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  ne- 
groes in  their  passage  did  not  exist,  and  that  thus  no  bens- 
fit  would  practically  result  from  the  measure.  Slavery  was 
undoubtedly  an  evil,  and  the  slave  trade  was  an  evil;  so 
many  other  evils  existed,  particularly  comparative  evils  in 
the  state  of  human  society ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  every  * 
evil  was  to  be  abolished,  without  reference  to  the  practical 
Effect  of  such  abolition,  as,  in  such  case,  a  greater  evil 
might  be  produced  by  the  sudden  change  than  previously* 
existed,    "^he  instance  of  St.  Domingo,  adduced  by  the 
"noble  lord,  made  more  against  than  for  his  argument,  as 
the  horrid  revolution  in  that  island  was  caused  by  abstract 
"principles,  embodied  in  the  form  of  legislation  in  the  mo- 
ther country,  without  reference  to  the  practical  etfect,  or  to 
the  policy  of  carrying,  such  principles  iri to.  execution. 
'With 'respect  to  the  resolution  itself,  ne  did.  not  see  thM  it 
led  to.ariy  practical  conclusion,  nor  did  he  think  it  a  right 
mode  #  of  proceeding  to  adopt  a  general  resolution,  con- 
taining an  abstract  principle  respecting  the  abolition  of  the 
'slave  trade,   without  having  previously  considered  the 
.  .  .    .     •  practical 
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practical  means  by  which.that  ftade  was  t<t  be  abolished,  or " 
(he  practical  effect  whiph  .would  be  thereby  produced*    "  .'. 

The  JBhhop  of  Lqndqn  coincided  in  the  arguments  ijsecL 
by  Lord  GrenviUe,  in  support  of  wliich  he  quoted  several . 
passages  from  the  evidence  relative  to  fhe  slave  Irade  be*: 
toce  the  Housje,  and  from  worts,  written  on  the  subject}  to  % 
prove  the  i jih i^man ity  and  injustice  exercised  iacajryiugou 
the  trade ;  and  aUo  tbat  there  was  every  reason  to  belie'va  e 
that  the  stock  of  r*egxo&,*in  the  inlands  might  be  kept  i^p 
notwithstanding  the  abolition  of  the  trade.     Some  of  tbeu 
adyQeatps  of  tjie  trade,  his  lordship  observed,  had.  attempt- 
ed to  quote  scripture  in  support  of  it,  but  thqs^nieo-stealerv,  . 
which  actually  meant  dealers  in  slaves,  were  clashed  with  * 
robbers  arid  other- criminals*  .  He  deprecated  the  continu- 
ance of  the  trade,  whicli4.was  pot  only  contrary  rto  Uuma* 
fl»ty  a/id  justice,  but  likewise  contrary  to  the  express  die-  ^ 
tates  of  the.  Christian  religion,  .  ,  J\.     i      .     .     .' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  \yarraly  supported  (he  mot  ion-  oC . 
Lord  Granville.    ll\s  lordship  pathetically  described  the  '. 
hftrrors  at'jcmjunt.ijpon,  the^lave:  trajle,  in,/irst  dragging:  ^ 
the  unfortunate  nejgrpes  $opa  their  hpip^s,  %$$  subsequently  * 
c4flvej,in£.  tliem  (a  the  W^st  Indict    Of , the  tofmer  part' 
or  the  trade  he  had  only  fk  glimpse,,  but  that  was  sufficient 
to  insfil  into  \ns  min,d  the.jnost  hojjid  ideas  of  the  nature. 
of  the  tra^e :  of;  the  latter  Ji&  was  an  immediate  witness^  ancj  • 
nothing  could  bccoiceived  more hprnble*.  lie  had  not  on 
fornac^^cqasipjis  cjpxessqj  ;his,ppuuoa  upoji  this  subject, 
nqt  having  been  present 3Jt-^i\y  of  the  discussions  it  had  ui\rr 
de/gopp:  he  no v>>, however,.,  declared  himself  decidedly 
hostile  to  tjteTurtlie?  continuance  of\ this  traffic.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  opposed  the  resolution. \  H&>\ 
argued  ..that  it  either  Mneut  to  pledge i\&  HLuse  to  the  abc*  " 
lition  of  the  slave  trade,*", or  ij>  xlUt  not.\  If  the  former, 
•why  was  it  not  founded  oil  previous  enquiry  ijito  the  na» 
lure  and  eflef  (s  of  that  trade  ;  but  if  no  such  pledge'was 
intended,  whit  would  fee  the  effect  oUhepresent  resolution  ? 
He  entei^l  iing  a  t^efei^of  Uaycry,  aa  consistent  with  the 
law.  pf  Rations,  aucl  a&  practised  among  all  the  nations,  of 
antiquity  j  and  eyei*  authorised  by  the.  Jewish  code,  v.  bile 
it  was  jiat  expressly  prohibited  by  Christianity. 

TheUhhopof  St.  Asaph  spoke  with  energy  of  the  ef-   - 
Itcts  of  slavery,  as  degrading  the  slave  below  the  condition 
of  humanity,  and  as  depriving  him  of  the  power  of  direct- 
ing his  owji  exertions,  whether  mental  or  bodily.  Though 

R  r  2  slavery 
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sl  i very Tiad  been  practised  among  the  antients,  yet  they  did 
not  carry  on  the  traffic  in  large  fleets  as  now  conducted,  nnd 
they  had  nothing  among  them  that  resembled  the  model  of 
aslave  ship.  He  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the  Jewish 
policy  with  regard  to  slaves,  contending  that  it  was  mild, 
and  that  it  directed  the  manumusion  of  the  slave  after  a 
certain  period.  He  concluded  by  appealing  to  the  justice 
and  humanity  of  their  lordships  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

'  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  argued  on  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

.Lord  Holland  entered  into  a  review  of  the  arguments  of 
the  noble  Earl(Wtstmorehnd)  who  opposed  the  resolution. 
He  observed,  that  in  Barbadoev.,'  Antigua,  and  several 
other  islands,  the  importation  of  slaves  hid  of  late  been 
trifling,  while  the  produce  of  these  islands  had  not  de- 
creased ;  and  in  Virginia,  uhcre  no  importation  had  been 
all  wed,  the  increase  of  negroes  had  been  almost  as  rapid 
as  that  of  white  men.  The  importation  of  slaves,  there- 
fore, was  not  necessary  to  the  cultivation  of  our  colonies  ; 
and  the  preventing  that  importation  would  so  meliorate 
their  situation,  that  in  the  natural  and  necessary  course  of 
things,  they  would  multiply  so  as 'to  supply  every  demau4 
that  an  increased  cultivation  might  occasion. 

Ear!  Fitzw  lliam  felt  rather  alarmed  at  the  consequences 
the  resolutions  might  produce,  bat  could  not  help  feeling 
disced  to  support  them. 

herd  Viscount  Sidmouth  could  not  agree  to  the  motion- 
He  thought  the  most  effectual  mode  of  abolishing  the  trade 
would  be,  to  improve  the  situation  of  the  degrees  in  the 
"West  Indies,  and  thereby  ultimately  to  render  further  im« 
Jporta tion  unnecessary. 

Earl  Stanhope,  B-ir!  Grosraior  and  Lord  EllenborougU 
all  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
The  House  divided* 

Contents'  r  •  •         41 

T\V  c  nfents    -  *        -        •    20 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  motion  61 

Lord  Grenville  moved  to  present  an  address  to  his  Ma-* 
jesty,  praying  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  negotiate  with  foreigrnpowers  for  the  purposed  procurr 
ing  the  general  abolition  of  the  stave  trade ;  which  was 
agreed  to.     Adjourned. 

8  HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   JUNE  24. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  A,  Wellestev  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  appointed  to 
consider  the  charge  against  the  Marquis  Wellesley  relative 
to  Ihe  Nabob  of  .Otide,  was  ordered  to  be  printed.      . 

A  gentleman  from  the  custom-house  presented  an  ac- 
coju^t  of  the  quantity  of  foreign  linen  imported  tor  the  three 
years  ending  1st  January,  IWfi.   . .  . 

Mr.  Robert  Thornton  brought  in  the  East  India  shipping 
regulation  bill,  which- was  read  a  first  and  ordered  to  be 
Tend  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

.Mr  Giles  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  v  rela- 
tive to  the  impeachment  of  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville, 
which  wa»  ordrred  to  lie  on  the  tahle  and  to  be  printed. 
-  On  the  raotibn  of  Mr*  Hobh<ni§6  the  second  reading  of 
the  Nabob  of  Arcat's  creditors'  bill  was  postponed  till  Mon- 
day; L  I.'.- 

i)n  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  assessed  taxes  allowance  bill  was 
postponed  till  Thursday. 

In  a  committee  on  the  Scotch  dibtillery  laws,  the  regu- 
lation^ now  in  force  were  repealed,  as-being  provided  for  in 
the  new  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hobhouse,  the  committee  on  the 
Oude  charge  was  postponed  till  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  spirit  licence  and  the  Irish  stamp-office  regu- 
lation bilk  ware  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  'third 
time  the  next  day.  '     \   ~ 

Mr.  Vansittart  .gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  the 
next  day  for  a  committee  to. consider  so  much  of  the  post- 
office  laws  as  relates  to  the  carriage  of  letters. 

The  Solicitor-General  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  bankrupt  laws,  in  order  to  obviate  as  much  as 
possible  the  evils  attendant  on  the  commission  of  secret 
fLCtfi  of  bankruptcy,  and  for  enabling  persons  who  may 
have  con* ractea  with  the  bankrupts  fitter  such  period,  to 
prdvc  their  debts  under  the  commission. 

Mr.  Foster  having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 

into 
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into  farther  consideration  the  report  of  the  linen  drawback 
bill, 

Mr.  Stewart  moVcd  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted* 

In  this  he.  was  supported  by  Mr.  Dawson,  Sir  John 
Newport,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Rose,  Had  Mr:  Alexander,'  nil 
of  whom  contended,  that  in  proposing  the  blank  to  be  filled 
up  with  the  25th  of  November,  instead  of  the  25th  March* 
they  asked  no  more  for  Ireland  than. she  bail  been  profits-  • 
ed,  and  would  have  received  in  Angust  lost,  but  for  a  mis- 
take. All  that  they  now  demanded  was  that  the  iiffeit  ' 
trade  of  Ireland  should  not  be  placed  next  year  in  the  same 
situation  in  which  it  was  now. 

Mr.  Magens  contended  that  there  was  a' fallacy 'in  sup- 
posing that  any  mistake  had  been  committed; 

Lord' Henry  Petty  desired  gentlemen  to*  consider  that 
there  were  two  parties  here  equauy  entitled  toeonsidfTattenrf  ■ 
The  manufacturers  of  Ireland,  Hi  ho  comphftMed  that  by  k 
mistake  which  had  occurred,  arc  ad vantk^e  was  giwrf  to>> 
foreign  linens  over  them,  in  the  British  market*  v  and  the 
British  merchants,  who  trusting  to  thct faith  off  thrt  Housed 
as  declared  in  an  act  of  parliament,  had  embarked  their  w~ 
pitalsih  the  importation  of  the  species  of  favigii  linen  ob- 
jected (o.     It  was  but  reasonable  tliat  the  faith  T>fi  Portia*  •' 
jnent  should  be  preserved  to  the  latter,  by  enabling*  them  to  -• 
fulfil' their  engagements  for  ibe  present  year }   and,  at  the 
commencement  of  next  session,  both  partierf  would  harej- 
it  in  their  power  to  state  their  ciu>c  to  Parliament, 

On  the  question  of  re-commitmeut  tftq  House  divided;' 
For  the  IT.-cortnmtment,              -              SO 
Against  it         -            -  •              -            40  • 
Majority  against  tie  recommitment ' 10 

Report  to  be  considered  the  next  day.  .  ,  i 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  A&t  cftt^T.  '  , 

Lord  Viscount  Howick  r^ovctj  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  House  going  into  a  committee  on  his  M^jcsfy's  jnessage 
of  ihe  preceding  day.  . 

The  House  having  accordingly  gone  into,  the  said  com-  * 
mittee,  Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair,  '/:"..,     ,     .•..,. 

luord  Hoztick  stated,  that  one  of  the  principal  object^ 
of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  message  was  tp  rccomrnend. 
,  to  that  House,  and  to  assist  them  in  the  ta^  of  providing 
for  seamen  wounded  in  the  service^  or  wiufj^  frontage  lhey ' 
should  be  unqualified  to  make  any  farther*  exeftton  tor  their 
country,  a  more  adequate  allowance  than  that  which  they 

at 
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at  .present-  hfcd.  .,Gentleiien,  were  not  altogether  unac- 
quainted, from  a.perusai  of.  the.  papers  on  the  table,  with 
what  be  meant  to  propose;  and  the  same  papers, would 
$lpo,gafar  to  establish  the  points  which  he  should  now 
have  to  stale  to 4 he, House.    The  establishment  of  Chat- 
ham chest  was  some  time. ago  transferred  to  the  chest  tff 
Greenwich.     Greenwich  Hospital  itself  \yas  exclusively 
confined  to  ibe  relief  of  those  wounded  in  the  service,    ft 
was.  hia  intention  now,  however,  to  prbpose  that  it  be  ex- 
tended to  all  ^vho  were  no  longer  able  to  serve,  and  that 
the  .allowance  should:  be  increased  as  to  both.    'When  he 
stated  that  the  out-pensions  were  only  11.  .and  that  they     . 
Jud  BOt  been  increased,  since  the  year  1663,  when  the  very 
^great  increase  in!  the  expence  of  living  since  that  time  was 
Considered,  and  the  very  meritorious  nature  and  immense*, 
magnitude  to  .this  country  of  the  service  performed,  were 
.tafcefi  into  consideration,  it  would  not  be  thought  very  ex- 
traordinary that  some  addition  should  now  be  proposed. 
The  revenue  of  the  hospital  at  present  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  126,811/.  and  the  Actual  expenditure  to  f  14,544/. 
leaving  a  surplus  revenue  of  19)2671.    HeproposecT  in  the. 
slightest  cases  of  injury,  .and  where  the  service  had  not 
beqn  of  long  duration,  to  continue  the  pension  as  it  now 
.stood,  at  11.  and  to  raise  it  as  circumstances  might  war* 
xant,  to  Die  highest  sum,  being  Is.  a  day,  or  18/.  per  an- 
Uara-     This  discretion  of  judging  in  what  cases  the  high- 
est pension  should  be  given,  he  proposed  to  leave  in  those 
hands  where,  he  thought  it  might  with  the  greatest  snfety 
be  entrusted — lie  meant  ihe  lords  of  the  admiralty.— This 
he  estimated  at  17,000/.  per  annum ;  and  to  provide  for  the 
deficiency  he  meant  to  propose  to  raise  5  per  cent  on  all 
prize  money  and  bounty  for  the  capture  of  shipsr  as  it 
should  become  due.    In  aid  of  this  intention  his  Majesty 
bod  been  pleased  to  signify  his  pleasure  to  grant  a  similar 
.  allowance  out  of  the  droits  of  the  admiralty.     The  whole  * 
prize  money  so  to  be  made,  it  was  calculated  might  amount 
to  1,250,000/.     He  did  not  incline,  however,  to  estimate 
it  at  more  than  1,000,000/.     Five  per  cent,  on  this  sum^ 
amounted  to  50,000/.     One  part  of  this  sum  applied1  to* 
.the  'purposes  of  the  chest,  and  the  remaining  two-(Trirds:to 
the  purposes  of  the  hospital,  was  the  manner  in  which  he 
proposed  that  it  should  be  divided.     One-third,  therefore, 
to  be  applied  to  the  chest  was  16,666/.  leaving  a  surjpWis 
on  the  tdtal  revenue  in  the  time  of  war  of  abeut  U-,tX)0/. 

In 
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In  time  of  peace  it  was  naturally  to  be  seen  there  must  bt  % 
great  deficiency.    The  expence,  however,  would  (hen  be 

fjreatly  less,  and  in  time  of  war  the  surplus  to  be  accumu* 
ated  would  in  some  measure  be  providing  for  the  dcfalcft* 
tion  in  time  of  peace.  There  were  certain  revenues  too, 
which  it  was  to  be  expected  would  very  speedily  be  greatly 
encreased,  in  particular  from  a  rise  on  the  rents  of  certain 
farms  belonging  to  the  hospital,  estimated  at  4,000/.  per 
annum  additional.  There  would  also,  it  was  computed, 
be  at  the  end  of  the  present  war>200,000/.  of  forfeited  prize 
money,  the  interest  of  which  would  go  to  keep  down  any 
deficiency.  In  this  way  he  submitted  that  any  deficiency 
which  might  arise  could  not  produce  any  uncommon  ap- 
prehension in  the  mind  of  the  House.  |n  time  of  Wat-  it 
was  obvious  there  must  be  a  considerable  surplus,  and  in 
time  of  peace  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  deficiency  would  not 
be  of  an  alarming  magnitude.  The  chest  was  founded  in 
the  year  1596,  but  it  was  not  put  on  any  regular  establish- 
ment till  the  following  year.  Those  who  received  from  the 
hospital  were  not  entitled  to  get  any  thing  from  it.Theallow- 
ancesfrom  the  chest  were  in  this  manner — For  total  loss  of 
sight  12/. ;  for  loss  of  an  arm  8/.  These  he  proposed  to  in- 
crease— loss  of  sight  SOI. ;  loss  of  an  arm  16/. ;  and  so  in  pro- 
portion. This  he  computed  would  produce  an  additional 
expenditure  of  17,000/.  a  year.  The  present  expenditure 
of  the  chest  amounted  to  46  or  48,000/.  a  year,  and  the 
revenue  of  it  to  63,000/.  To  provide  for  the  proposed 
extension  there  would  fall  to  be  added  the  other  two-thirds 
of  the  prize  money  and  droits,  amounting  to  32,000/. 
leaving  a  surplus  in  time  of  war  of  21,000/.  though  in 
time  of  peace  there  must  be  a  considerable  deficiency. 
He  had  aUo  to  propose  a  small  allowance  to  the  half-pay 
of  masters  and  of  lieutenants.  These  he  did  not  consider  to 
be  acts  of  liberality,  bnt  of  strict  justice,  and  tbey  were 
such  as  he  was  convinced  the  House  would  not  feel  inclined 
to  object  to.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that  out  of  all 
prize-money  or  bounty  for  the  capture  of  ships  of  the  ene- 
my, the  sum  of  1/.  1&.  4d.  for  every  100/.  be  granted  to 
Greenwich  hospital ;  and  that  out  of  all  such  priee- 
money,  &c  there  be  granted  on  each  100/.  the  sum  of 
3/.  13s.  6d.  to  Greenwich  chest. 

These  resolutions  were  agreed  to^  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day. 
I<os{lHowick  then  gave  notice  that  he  should  the  next 
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day  move  for  a  committee  to  consider  so  much  of  the  said 
acts  as  concerned  the  granting  of  bounty-money  for  ships 
of  the  enemy  taken  or  destroyed. 

A  message  mas  received  from  the  lords,  stating  that  th«ir 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Tortola  free  port  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  presented  a  petition  from  the  Albion  In- 
surance Company  against  the  Globe  Insurance  Corpora- 
tion bill.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  the  second  read- 


ing. 


INDIA. 


Mr.  Pault  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  document  which 
he  conceived  to  he  of  material  importance,  being  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  an  overland  dispatch  from  India,  con- 
taining a  copy  of  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded  between 
Holkar  and  Sir  George  Barlow.  It  was  his  wish  to  know 
if  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  make  any  communi- 
cation to  the  House  as  to  the  situation  of  matters  in  that 
country.  He  said  that  at  this  moment  there  was  no  go- 
vernment in  that  country.  Sir  G.  Barlow  was  not  gover- 
nor general,  and  there  was  no  council.  It  was  just  in  such 
a  state  as  Ireland  fiiiglit  be  supposed  to  be  if  the  French 
were  to  land,  or  if  there  was  a  rebellion  in  the  country, 
while  no  Lord  Lieutenant  had  been  sent  from  this  coun- 
try. 

The  honourable  gentleman  was  proceeding,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  who  asked  if  he  had 
any  motion  to  make? 

Mr.  Paull  said  he  had  to  move  that  Major  General  Win, 
St.  Leger,  late  of  the  27th  dragoons,  do  attend  the  com- 
mittee the  next  day,  to  give  evidence  in  the  Oude  charge. 
He  had  only  taken  the  opportunity  of  b$ing  on  his  feet  to 
allude  to  the  other  subject,  which  he  conceived  to  w  so 
important. 

The  Speaker  before  putting  the  question  begged  leave 
to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  contrary 
to  the  usage  of  that  House  to  mix  one  subject  with  ano- 
ther. 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  all  that  he  thought  himself  at  liberty 
to  aaswer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was,  that  government  had  that  morning  received  a 
dispatch  such  as  he  had  alluded  to.  , 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fault's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Paull  again  repeated  what  he  had  said  as  to  the  state 
Vol.  HI.  S  s  of 
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of  India,  and  intimated,  that  if  ministers  did  not  in  the 
course  of  next  week  submit  something  on  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House>  he  should  feel  himself  bound 
to  do  so,  however  inadequate  he  might  be  to  the  task. 

Mr,  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  which  w^s  agreed  to,  and 
a  bill  ordered  accordingly. 

GLOBE  INSURANCE  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  bill. 

kord  Qa&Ugreqgh  wi&hed  to  know  from  the  nobis  lord 
opposite,  if  k  was  his  intention  to  press  the  important 
pjiblip  business  for  tljat  night  after,  tfle  discussion  on  the 
present  bill,  on  which,  heuitdemtood,  counsel  were  in  at- 
tendance. 

.  Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  if  the.  discussion  on  this  bill 
should  exfend.to  great  length,  he  did  not  suppose  his  right 
honourable  friend;  (Mr,  Windham)  would  be  disposed  to 
press  the  subject  Eluded  to  at  an  unseasonable  hour* 

The  question  being  then  put,  that  the  bill  be  uo\tf  read 
a  second  time, 

$ir  J»  Anderson  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  dfy  three  months,  grounding 
his  objection  to  the  bill  on  the  allegation  that  it  was  unite* 
cessary ,  a*id<  would  greatly,  injure  other  ift$uf  pam  offices, 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  thought  the  bill  sufficiently  war- 
ranted, by  the  increase  of  property,  sir^e  the  only  two 
chartered  insurance  companies  wore  msute  corporate  bodies, 
and  by.  the  propriety  of  creating  <i  competition  in  the 
market. 

Sir  W.  Curtis  oppo^d  the  bill,  on  the  grounds  stated 
by  Sir  J.  Anderson. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said  there*  :w*tf:  by  no  means- any  mo- 
nopoly here  granted,  and  whilst  no,  injustice  was  dome  to 
any:  single  ingiyidujil,.  or,tcK  apy:  othpr  company,  an  ad- 
vantageous bargain  had  been  concluded  for  the  public,  by 
which  the  company  impressed  ogb  trillion  in  the  ftinds, 
and  paid  lpO,QOQ/,  to  govet i>ment.  Tt^s  also  aspwed.tfeet 
public  of  a  Jtnown  Q*pvtal  and Jtnp^n  security, 

Mr.  Grenfel  opposed  the  bilL 

Mr*  Perceval  had  no  objection  to  the  biU  being  read  a 

second 
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secoftd  time,  resterVin£  to  himself  slill  to  object  \o  its  prin- 
ciple. 

SirC.  Price  also  opposed  the  bill,  as*  depriving  those 
insured  with  the  company  of  the  security  thr*y  now  had  in 
the  private  fortunes  of  the  mdividuarpartncrs. 

Mr.  Paull  stated  that,  from  the  want  of  a  competition  of 
chartered  companies,  which  were  preferred  abroad^  lip- 
wards  of  7,000,000/.  yearly  of  East  India  insurance  was 
done  in  foreign  countries. 

After  a  few  words  farther  from  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Sir 
W.  Young,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  House  divided, 
For  the  second  reading    -    -    74 
Against  it  SO 

Whilst  strangers  were  excluded  thferc  was  a  second  divi- 
sion upon  the  question  that  counsel  be  called  •  in.  This 
was  lost  by  68  to  SO. 

'  The  bill  was  then  itead  a  second  time>  and  ordered  to  be 
Committed. 

Mr  Paoll  moved  the  production  of  a  letter  from  the 
Persian  secretary  to  the  governor  general,  dated  the  22d 
of  June,  1802,  directed  to  the  nabob  vizier. — Ordered. 

The  slave  trade  restriction  bill  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house  in  which  the  blanks  were  filled  up. 
Fifty  pounds  was  fixed  as  the  Amount  of  the  penalty  for 
every  slave  carried  in  any  manner  contrary  to  the  act.  A 
clause  was  added  containing  the  duration  of  the  act  till 
two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  session . 
-  The  House  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day. 

TRAINING  BILL. 

The  order  for  the  farther  consideration  of  the  repoft  of 
this  bill  being  read,  Mr.  Windham  moted  that  it  should 
be  recommitted,  and  upon  the  motion  for  the  chairtnaA 
to  leave  the  chair, 

Lord  Ccu&lereagh  expressed  a  wish  to  know  from  th£ 
right  honourable  secretary,  before  the  House  entered  into 
the  discussion,  whether  the  intention  w*is>  as  tumour 
slated,  that  this  bill  should  lie  by  a  dcad-letle*,  to  be  cfclled 
into  action  when  ministers  thought  fit-^-but  not  to  he  iiri- 
mediately  carried  into  execution  ?• 

Mr.  tVindJiam  said,  that  it  was  the  first  time  he  heard 
that  any  doubt  existed  of  the  purpose  of  ntiftistlrs  to  carry 
iht  bill  into  execution  a*  toon  as  it  should  fiasi  into  a  law.  • 

S  s  *  Colonel 
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Colonel  Bagwdl  rose  for.  the  purpose  of  opposing  the 
bill.  He  was  willing  to  do  justice  to  the  purity  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  he  would 
contend,  that  he  had  been  most  unfortunate  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  means  which  the  country  had  placed  in  his 
hands  and  those  of  his  colleagues.  Every  measure  he  had 
proposed,  so  far  from  increasing  our  force,  had  an  oppo- 
site tendency.  One  of  the  first  of  his  me;isurcs  was  to  get 
rid  of  an  act  which  produced  annually  18,000  men  in  the 
irmy  ;  and  for  what  ? — for  an  experiment.  The  plan  in- 
troduced appeared  to  him  to  be  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  counteracting  the  excellent  system  laid  down  by  the  for- 
mer government,  and  to  manifest  bis  adherence  to  opinions 
expressed,  he  would  not  say  in  a  moment  of  factious,  but 
certainly  of  pointed  opposition.  With  respect  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  measure,  he  did  not  think  that  the  in- 
genuity of  the  honourable  proposer,  great  as  it  was  known 
to  be,  would  be  able  to  establish  that.     But  be  would  be 

flad  to  learn  how  the  principles  of  the  constitution  could 
e  said  to  be  preserved,  if  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  po«- 
pulation  were  to  be,subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  rau> 
tiny  bill ;  to  be  inarched  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other,  and  subjected  to  all  the  privations,  restrictions, 
and  subordination,  that  men  who  had  made  a  military 
life  their  choice,  were  generally  liable  to.  The  bill  ap-r 
peared  to  him  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  infringements 
upon  the  liberties  of  Englishmen  that  had  ever  been  aU 
tempted. 

Sir  (/.  M.  Pulteney  stated,  that  he  had  the  greatest 
confidence  in  the  superiority  of  a  regular  army,  but  it 
was  impossible  this  country  could  be  defended  without 
having  recourse  to  some  other  species  of  force.  Our  po* 
pulation  was  not  soextensive,  or  our  people  so  unemployed, 
98  to,  allow  us  to  raise  a  large  army  upon  the  spur  of  the 
occasion.  Periods  might  arrive,  when  it  would  be  necessary 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  people  should  be  ready 
trained  ana  armed ;  at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  for  in- 
tance,  when  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  navy  might  be 
greater  than  it  was  in  time  of  peace,  and  when  the  amount 
of  our  regular  army  might  be  less  than  it  was  in  time  of 
war.  The  .French  army,  after  the  misfortune  of  General 
Mack,  would  never  have  reached  Vienna,  if  there  had 
been  an  armed  population  to  obstruct  their  passage* 
It.  \*as  askedj  wh  v  have  recourse  to  this  measure  of  a 

6  general 
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general  training,  when  you  have  a  volunteer  force 
ready  drilled  to  your  lianas  ?  The  volunteers,  he  would 
admit,  were  entitled  to  great  praise.  He  admired  their 
zeal,  and  in  many  instances  he  approved  of  their  disci? 
pltne ;  but  he  would  no  more  trust  to  voluntary  services 
for  the  defence  of  a  nation-,  than  he  would  to  voluntary 
contributions  for  the  support  of  its.  finances..  He  would 
not  enter  much  into  the  bill ;  the  execution  of  it  might  be 
attended  with  difficulties,  but  he  was  so  attached  to  the 
principle,  that  he  would  give  it  a  fair  trial.  There  werc^ 
however,  two  or  three  points  ou  which  he  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  :  and,  first,  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
measure.  He  could  perceive  nothing  unconstitutional  in 
that  exercise  of  the  prerogative  vested  in  his  Majesty,  oria 
subjecting  a  part  ox  the  population  to  temporary  incon- 
veniences, to  avoid  greater  calamities.  The  amount  of 
the  number  of  persons  to  be  trained,  was,  he  understood, 
to  be  400,000  men  ;  a  force  -certainly  equal  to  encounter 
any  danger  by  which  this  kingdom  Mould  ever  be  me* 
naced.  It  was  in  thw  way  that  the  French  armies  were 
first  formed,  by  incorporating  the  national  guards  with  the 
regulars.  There  was  nnolher  part  of  the  bill  which  he 
also  much  approved  ;  that  which  provided  for  the  appoint? 
ment  of  proper  officers.  It  would  destroy  all  the  ends  for 
which  this  force  was  to  lie  called  together,  if  it  were  to  be 
left  in  a  state  .of  insubordination  and  confusion.  As  to  the 
expence,  considering  the  security  which  would  be  derived 
from  the  possession  of  such  a  force,  he  thought  that  a  sub* 
ject  of  very  inferior  regard.  He  could,  indeed,  have 
wished,  that  the  men  might  be  trained,  as  it  took  place  in 
certain  parts  of  the  continent,  free  of  expence  ;  but  as  that 
was  not  possible,  he  thought  the  advantages  more  than 
counterbalanced  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  said,  that  if  the  bill  before  the 
committee  was  meant  to  be  acted  upon,  he  would  not  he* 
sitate  to  pronounce  it.  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  and  op? 
pressive  measures  that  had  ever  received  the  sanction  of 
that  House.  The  plan  was  nothing  less  lhan  to  call  out 
every  fourth  man  in  the  kingdom  capable  of  bearing  arms4* 
According  to  the  okl  military  lists,  the  persons  of  that  det 
-  ucription  amounted  to  840,000.  Th}s  was  three  years  ago, 
The  militia  service  took  off  40,000  of  them.  The  volun- 
teers took  off  about  240,000  more;  so  that  they  had  to  raise 
£00*000  men  oat  of  the  residue,  not  amounting  to  rhore 

than 
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than  600,000.  Where,  he  would  ask,  t^as  the  necessity 
for  this  most  obnoxious  measure  ?  Were  there  not  volun- 
teers more  than  he  meant  to  call  out  by  this  bill?  The 
people  of  England  would  be 4ed,  but  they  wonld  not  be 
driven,  amd  this  was  driving  them  with  a  vengeance.     The  * 

cxpenoe  was  not  the  least  of  his  objections,  to  the  bill.  The 
shilling  a  day  would,  for  the  twenty-four  day*  training, 
amount  to  240,000/..  Otter  cxpences  also  Would  be  neces- 
sary ;  depots  must  be  constructed,  powder  and  shot  pur- 
phased,  arms  provided,  officers  paid.  The  etceteras*  l»e 
*~as  convinced  would  amount  to  as  much  more.  This 
moasurc  professed  only  to  Apply-  to  England.  What  was 
to  be  done  for  Scotland  and  Ireland  ?  Was  the  former  in 
such  a  state  of  security,  that  the  right  honourable  secretary 
did  not  chuse  to  meddle  with  it,  and  was  the  latter  in  that 
State  that  he  was  afraid  to  meddle  with  it  ?  He  also  oh* 
jectcd  to  the  bill,  because  the  men  who  were  to  be  called 
out  under  it  were  not  to  Ijennder  the  command  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  landed  property,  their  neighbours,  and  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  naturally  looked  up.  As  to  the  popu- 
larity of  the  measure,  he  could  not  suppose  that  a  bill  which 
gave  government  the  power  to  draft  and  send  men  to  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  could  have  much  pretensions  in 
that  respect.  Did  the  right  honourable  secretary  expect 
that  it  would  be  easily  carried  into  execution — that  there 
would  be  no  grumbling  ?  The  bill,  from*  the  perusal  he 
tad  given  it*  appeared  to  him  to  contain  every  thing 
which  the  lionourable  gentleman  condemned  when  be  sat  at 
a  different  side  of  the  House  from  where  he  was  now  placed. 
It  contained  the  reprobated  principles  of  ballot,  finey  and 
ftubMitution.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  that  clause 
which  went  to  excuse  parishes  from  the  operation  of  the 
bill  ;  which  turned  out  a  certain  number  of  volunteers; 
but  to  encourage  such  parishes  to  procure  volunteers  at  any 
expence  ?  The  persons,  too,  who  volunteered,  would  re- 
quire Excessive  pay ;  seven  and  six-pence,  or  perhaps 
more,  every  day ;  and  thus  the  honourable  gentleman 
would' sanction  that  principle  which  he  has  so  often  con- 
demned. With  respect  to  officers,  he  would  defy  any  man, 
from  reading  the  bill,  to  determine  whether  it  was  to  be  the 
gcTjeant  of  the  constable.  But,  perhaps,  if  was  meant  to 
give  the  command  to  the  serjeanf  f  and  to  convert  the  latter 
into  something  like  a  provost-marshal.  When  this  plan 
of  starring  out  the  volunteers  had  been  carried  into  execn- 
-     .  tion, 


JUNC24.]  TRAINING  BTLfi*  ,  3HK 

tion,  what,  he  would  ask,  was  to  become  of  the  volunteer, 
officers  ?  Were  they  to  be  put  info  the  ranks?'  Was  the' 
captain  ef  a  volunteer  corps  to  stand  in  the  ranks  beftreeti' 
his  own  groom,  perhaps,  and  his  fetfcer's  chtmn1fcy*8lreeper  ?• 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  on  former  occasions  had1 
objected  to  the  principle  of  fines,  and  yet  he  had'not  blushed1 
to  introduce  them  into  the  present  bill.  TIteparislies  were* 
to  be  subject  to  fines  for  not  raising  their  quotes,  and1  thus! 
the  bill  would  operate  as  a  measure  of  finance,  wfticR  was 
precisely  the  objection  upon  which*  the  oppesers  of  the  ge** 
neral  defence  act  ifcost  lelied.  If  ministers-  Wanted  snore- 
force*  they  knew  where  to  have  it;  it4  was*  by  encouraging' 
and  cultivating  the  volunteer  system,  and  riot'  by  the  iiitfro-* 
chiction  of  such  an  inefficient,  oppressive  and  unconstitu*-' 
tional  plan  as  that  contained  in:tbe  bill.  Fot  his*  own^ 
part  his  objection  to  it  was  so  greats  that  he  wouHnotf  b&' 
sorry  to  see  it  treated1  as  a  bill  was  once  in  that  fftmse.  '• 
When  a  person  who  then  occupied  a  seat  on  the  benchvon- 
which  ministers  usually  sat — he  was  one  of  tile  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  he  believed — brought  ifra.bill  of  a* very  uricon-  * 
stitutkmal*  nature,  relating,  as  well  as*  he*  recollected  J  tifr- 
some  extension  of  the  impress  servifcc,  Mr.  Dunning,  wfl»; 
was  then  a  leading  member  on  the*  opposite  ride  of1  the' 
House*  made  an  observation  to  the  following  eflfect :— 1^ 
the  bill  had  been  unsupported,,  he  should  have  contented  • 
himself  with  moving,  that  it  be  simply  rejected,  but  cir** 
cumstonced'as  it- was,  h&  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  that  it  bcr 
thrown  over  the  table. 

Sir  William  Milne r  could  not  flunk  the  bill  was  likely  to* 
produce  so  much  expence  as  had  been  stated.     The  volun- 
teer system  had  cost  a  great  deal  of  money ;  and  in  the-* 
town  which  he  had* the  honour  to  represent,  no  less  thaiv 
18,000/.  had  been  subscribed  for  the  volunteers.  Although* 
similar- exertions  had  been  made  alb  over  the  country^  yet,: 
tile  volunteers  had  fallen  off  very  much  in  numbers.     tt&  * 
had  attended  most  of  the  reviews  in  the  neighbourhood:  of"* 
London- ;  and  the  London  volunteers,  in  the  last  retifew** 
before  Ms  Majesty,  had  entirely  disgraced  the  appearance' 
that  was  expected^  as  no  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred*? 
attended,  instead  of  ten  thousand'who  had' attended  on  a* 
former  occasion.     He  did  not  conceive  that  the  present  bill* •• 
would  at  all  diminish  the  number  of  volunteers  ;  if  he  did,  " 
the  measure  should  not  have  his  support; 

Lord  Casttereagh'CouexiTTGd^yrtUt  an  how;  geftttariait*-' 

who 
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who  had  spoken  early  in  the  debate  (Colonel  Bagwell),  in 
his  surprise,  that  on  that  night,  which  was  generally  un- 
derstood to  be  fixed  for  the  final  discussion  oi  this  bill,  the 
right  hon. ' gentleman  who  had  brought  it  in  (Mr.  Wind* 
ham),  had  not  thought  proper  to  explain  more  fully  the 
nature  of  his  plan.  This  was  more  particularly  to  be  la- 
men  ted,  as  this  project  was  not  only  to  be  made  the  law  of 
^he  land,  but  as  it  was  immediately  to  be  put  into  execution. 
When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  first  made  his  open- 
ing speech  upon  his  intended  military  plans,  early  in  the 
session,  there  was  such  a  contrariety  of  opinion  respecting 
lib  intentions,  that  it  required  all  the  abilities  in  criticism 
4f  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues, 
to  make  it  at  all  understood.  As  they  had  hitherto 
been  able  to  explain  it  but  very  imperfectly,  it  was  not  too 
much  to  have  expected  on  that  ni<?ht,  that  the  right  hon. 
secretary  would  have  condescended  to  open  his  new  plan 
fully  and  explicitly  Whatever  might  be  bis  opinion  of 
the  bill  itself,  it  was  not  his  intention  i,o  oppose  the  Speak- 
er's leaving  the  chair,  in  order  that  it  might  be  taken  into 
consideration.  He  felt  extremely  reluctant  in  appearing 
to  give  any  opposition  to  measures  which  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters declared  to  be,  in  their  judgment,  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  country.  If  he  could  at  all  separate  the  ab- 
stract principle  of  the  bill  from  the  consideration  of  the 
time  in  which  it  was  brought  forward,  he  did  not  see  much 
to  condemn  in  it.  He  had  himself  formerly  given  his  sup- 
port to  a  bill  nearly  similar  to  the  present,  which  was 
Drought  forward  by  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Yorke)  but  under  circumstances  very  different  from  what 
now  exist.  He  was  however  ready  to  allow,  that  there  was 
one  incidental  advantage  which  might  be  expected  to  result 
from  the  present  bill,  and  that  was,  that,  a  considerable 
number  of  men  would,  by  the  operation  of.it,  &c  kept  in 
that  situation,  that  the  more  regular  part  of  our  army  could 
easily  take  advantage  of  in  case  of  an  invasion.  He  allowed 
that  such  a  principle  was  good,  if  confined  to  certain  li- 
mits, but  for  this  object  the  plan  of  the  right  honourable 
secretary  was  too  comprehensive.  The  number  which  was 
called  for  in  the  first  instance,  200,000  men,  was  un- 
doubtedly more  than  would  be  wanting  to  fill  up  the  losses 
which  might  be  expected  in  the  regulars  and  tne  militia ; 
and  as  the  number  was  greater  than  was  necessary,  so  the 
discipline  which  was  to  be  given  to  those  men,  was  much 

less 
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less  than  what  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  make  them 
efficient.  Twenty-four  days  were  quite  too 'little  to  give 
ttart  degree  of  discipline  which  wduld  be  necessity,  if 
there  were  any  idea  of  employing  them  with  the  regulat 
troops.  He  was  convinced  that  a  much  smaller  number 
than  what  was  proposed  by  the  right  honourable  secretary 
-would,  with  a  much  greater  degree  of  discipline,  be  renv 
dered  more  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  ret 
gular  army  in  case  of  invasion.  The  discipline  which 
was  to  be  obtained  in  24  days,  was  so  imperfect,  that. many 
gerietol  officers  would  hesitate  much  to  employ  such  men, 
and  would  rather  go  on  with  their  regular  battalions,  how*» 
ever  they  might  be  reduced-  If  it  were  true  that  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  required  a  coisiderable  additipn  te 
pur  force,  he  should  prefer  in  many  instances  the  levy-en- 
masse  bill  to  that  which  was  now  proposed.  The  principle 
of  that  bill  rested  on  the  undoubted'  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  to  call  upon  the  services  of  all  liege  subjects  in  the 
case  of  invasion  ;  and  the  only  power  that  was  added  by 
that  bill,  was  the  power  of  organizing  and  training  those 
men  who  were  subjects  to  this  exercise  of  prerogative ;  so 
that,  in  the  case  of  invasion,  the  prerogative  might  be  ef» 
fectually  exerted  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  JBut  when 
that  bill  was  passed,  the  circumstances  of  the  countrv  were 
very  different  from  what  they  are  at  present.  At  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  war,  in  the  year  1803,  wheh  that  bill  was 
passed,  the  force  of  the  country  amounted  to  157,000  men, 
whereas  now  its  effective  force,  exclusive  of  volunteers  and 
of  artillery,  amounts  to  249,000.  When  it  was  therefore 
Considered,  that  at  the  time  the  levy-en-masse  act  passed, 
there  were  few  volunteers,  and  that  at  present,  besides  the 
Considerable  increase  of  our  more  regular  military  force, 
there  is  a  very  considerable  number  of  volunteers  who  have 
arrived  to  a  respectable  state  of  discipline,  the  House  might 
hesitate  in  adopting  a  system  which  was  brought  forward 
avowedly  in  opposition  to  the  volunteer  corps,  which  were 
at  that  time  considered  of  so  much  importance,  that  tht 
advantages  of  the  training  bill  were  to  be  given  up,  if  such 
a  number  of  volunteers  could  be  procured  as  were  now  oil 
foot  well  disciplined.  At  the  time  that  the  former  bill  wa$ 
passed,  two  great  measures  were  laid  before  the  House,  the 
army  of  reserve  act,  and  the  bill  for  calling  out  the  supple* 
mentary  militia ;  and  yet,  at  that  time,  although  the  dan* 
gers  of  the  country  were  much  greater  than  they  were  at 
Vol.  III.  1805-6.  T  t  present, 
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£  resent,  when  it  was  put  to  the  deliberative  judgment  of  the 
[ouse,  whether  they  would  prefer  a  compulsory  levy,  si- 
milar to  what  was  now  proposed,  or  whether  tbey  would 
ch use  the  service  of  volunteers,  the  House  almost  unani- 
mously concurred  with  those  who  were  then  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  that  if  a  number  of  volunteers  could  be  procured, 
equal  to  six  times  the  number  of  the    existing   militia, 
the    training  bill    should  not    be    put    into   execution. 
Nothing  then  could  be  more  clear,  than  that  at  a  time  of 
the  greatest  danger  the  volunteer  system  was  decidedly 
preferred  to  the  system  of  a  general  training,  similar  to  that 
which  was  the  object  of  the  present  bill.     Not  only  was 
the  volunteer  system  preferred,  but  there  was  a  distinct  as- 
surance from  bis  Majesty,  through  the  secretaries  of  state, 
which  was  most  distinctly  understood  by  the  different  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  kingdom,  that  the  training  bill  would 
not  be  carried  into  execution  in  any  country  or  district, 
that  produced  a  number  of  volunteers  equal  to  the  propor- 
tion laid  down  of  six  times  the  existing  militia*    As  in  the 
comparative  statement  our  security  appeared  to  be  much 
greater  now  than  when  those  assurances  were  originally 
given,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  were  a  bar,  in  good  faith 
to  the  present  measure.  Even  if  the  policy  were  undoubted, 
he  must  make  some  observations  as  to  the  necessit yof  the 
measure  at  the  .present  time.     He  considered  the  prescut 
mode  as  less  eflhjient  than  that  which  had  formerly  been 
proposed  by  his  right  honourable  friend.    If  an  additional 
force  were  wanted,  it  appeared  to  him  much,  better  that 
they  should  be  trained  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
levy-en-masse  act,  than  according  to  the  system  which  was 
to  be  introduced  by  the  present  bill.     Those  who  were  to 
have  been  trained  by  the  former  act  were  still  to  be  liable  to 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  and,  in  case  of  invasion, 
that  prerogative  would  attach  to  them  ;   whereas,  by  the 
^  present  system,  the  men  who  had  been  trained  for  a  year 
*  wduld  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  could  not 
be  called  upon  to  repel  an  invasion.  There  was  another  ad- 
vantage in  the  former  bill :  the  men  were  not  only  to  be 
trained,  but  officered,  whereas  in  the  present  bill,  there  ap- 
peared no  provision  or  regulation  for  officering  them.  Tlie 
training  under  the  former  bill  was  not  to  tic  limited  to  ' 
a  certain  number  of  days,   but  to   continue  until  the 
persons  could   obtain  a   proper  certificate  of  being  fit 
to  serve.     The  great   objection,   however,   which   oc*"_ 

curred 
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curred  to  him,  was,  what  this  new-raised  force  were  to  be? 
If  f hey  were  to  be  an  officered  corps,  then  where  were  thi 
officers  to  be  found  ?  It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that 
country  gentlemen  would  be  forward  to  embark  in  that  si- 
tuation, and  he  feared  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  ballot 
for  the  officers  as  well  as  for  the  men.  It  was  impossible 
that  any  gentleman  could  voluntarily  chuse  the  employ- 
ment of  officering  for  twenty-four  days  a  number  of  men 
collected  in  this  manner ;  and  as  soon  as  these  men  ha4 
completed  their  year,  another  set  of  men  would  present 
themselves  equally  ignorant  of  the  first  rudiments  of  mili- 
tary discipline.  This  plan,  instead  of  bringing  forward  a 
number  of  nien  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  did,  in  fact, 
(after  a  little  trifling  drilling)  discharge  them  from  the 
exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  in  that  respect,  was 
much  less  efficient  than  the  measure  of  his  right  honourable 
friend.  If  the  enemy  were  to  cortie  before  they  were  train- 
ed, it  appeared  as  if  there  was  nothing  to  oppose  to  them.4 
The  measure  which  was  proposed  appeared  to  him  not  only 
objectionable  in  a  military  point  of  view,  but  still  more  in 
a  financial  view.  He  conceived,  that  a  more  efficient  mi- 
litary force  could  be  procured  for  less  money.  When  the 
former  bill  required,  that  those  who  were  subject  to  the  roy  aF 
prerogative  should  be  previously  organized  alid  trained,  it  by 
no  means  intended  that  this  training  sTiould  be  attended  with 
great  expence  to  the  country.  It  was  an  object  which  con- 
cerned the  safety  of  those  who  were  liable  to  be  called  out, 
as  much  as  it  did  the  security  of  the  public  ;  for  it  was' 
evident,  that  men  who  should  be  utterly  ignorant  of  mili- 
tary affairs,  when  they  were  galled  out  for  service,  would 
be  exposed  to  much  more  danger  than  if  they  had  been 
previously  organized  and  drilled.  It  certainly  was  intend- 
ed, that  those  men  who  had  no  other  support  but  their 
labour,  might  claim  a  shilling  a  day,  when  the  day  of  ex- 
ercise should  fall  on  a  day  of  labour  ;  but  it  was  never  in- 
tended to  give  regular  pay  to  men  who  were  called  on  to 
learn  that  which  would  be  necessary  for  themselves  to  have4 
learned,  previous  to  the  time  that  they  might  be  liable  to 
be  called  upon  by  the  royal  prerogative.  The  expences  of 
the  present  measure  would  be  very  serious;  and  he  could 
venture  to  assert  that,  for  less  money,  a  hundred  or  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  men  could  be  kept  up,  equal  in  dis-  ' 
cipline  to  what  the  militia  are  in  time  of  peace,  and  which  '. 

'  Tt2  would 
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would  be  applicable  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  case 
of  invasion.    If  the  enemy  were  really  to  land  in  the  coun- 
try, he  apprehended  more  of  confusion  than  strength  from 
the  assistance  of  such  a  body  of  men  ;  and  he  was  really 
afraid,  that  the  country  would  be  completely  disgusted  by 
such  a  system.     It  appeared  to  him,  that  nothing  could  lie 
worse  policy,  than  to  bring  a  plan  forward  which  would 
completely  disgust  the  country.     It  had  been  said  by  some, 
that  we  should  be  prepared  for  a  long  and  arduous  contest. 
He  could  not  say  whether  this  was  the  present  opinion  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  but  he,  for  his  part,  considered  it  a 
sound  doctrine.     If  this  were  the  fact,  nothing  could  be 
worse,  than  to  disgust  the  nation  .generally  with  the  war^ 
and  incline  the  minds  of  every  one  to  prefer  almost  any 
sort  of  a  peace  to  the  continuance  of  a  war,  in  which  the 
honour  and  lasting  interests  of  the  country  were  concerned. 
On  the  ground  of  general  policy,  it  appeared  to  him  most 
extraordinary,  that  this  nation  should  be  advised  to  adopt 
such  a  loose  description  of  force,  precisely  at  the  time  when 
all  the  other  na<  ions  were  giving  it  up.  Whatever  might  be 
said  of  the  peasants  of  the  Tyrol  and  Suabia,  he  was  in- 
formed, that  they  had  never  been  efficient,  except  against 
an  army  which  had  been  routed.  He  had  never  heard  of  an 
armed  peasantry  bring  very  effectual  against  a  regular  ar- 
my in  full  force:  However  that  might  be,  Austria  now  ap-. 
pearcd  to  place  nodependanceonsuch  a  description  of  force, 
and  chose  to  organize  a  force  resembling  as  nearly  as  possible 
our  volunteer  corps.     The  opinion  of  the  French  govern- 
ment was  also  pronounced  on  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  two  systems;    for,   when  Bonaparte  was  obliged  to 
carryall  the  regular  army  of  France  into  Germany,  it  was 
not  on  the  peasantry,  but  it  was  upon  corps  similar  to  the 
volunteers  that  he  called,  and  to  whom  he  trusted  the  do. 
fence  of  the  country.     The  system,  however,  which  was 
now  brought  forward,  was  neither  that  of  an  armed  pea- 
santry, (for  it  appeared  that  the  gentlemen  on  whom  this 
bill  was  to  operate  were  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  possession 
bf  arms)*  nor  was  it  at  all  like  a  volunteer  system.    This 
system  was  not  to  be  acted  on  without  a  breach  of  faith  to 
those  counties  and  districts  to  whom  the  royal  assurance 
was  given,  that  if  they  furnished  their  quota  of  volunteers, 
the  training  act  should  not  be  enforced.     He  could  not 
perceive  any  necessity  for  this  breach  of  faith*  as  the  coun-  - 
try  was  infinitely  stronger,  ao4  M*  danger  from  the  enera^ 

less, 
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less,  than  at  the  time  when  the  levy-en-maese  act  wat 
passed.  If  there  really  existed  any  immediate  danger,  the 
country  would  submit  to  any  plan  that  they  could  under- 
stand for  repelling  it ;  but  he  was  really  afraid  the  present 
{>laa  originated  rather  from  the  desire  of  satisfying  the  mi» 
itary  opinions  of  the  right  honourable  secretary  (Mr* 
Windham),  and  for  the  sake  of  redeeming  that  pledge, 
which  he  had  somewhat  indiscreetly  given  to  the  House. 
It  did  not  appear  to  him,  that  the  measure  was  at  all  called 
for  from  the  relative  situation  of  this  country  and  the  enemy. 
Mr.  Martin  could  not  conceive  how  it  could  with  jus* 
t  ice  be  called  a  wild  theory,  to  discipline  for  twenty-eight 
days  in  the  year,  those  persons  who  might  be  called  upon 
to  assist  the  regular  army  in  the  event  of  an  invasion.  It 
was  too  much  to  call  every  variation  from  the  established 
rales,  a  mere  experiment.  Every  amendment  of  old  act* 
of  Parliament,  every  new  act  of  Parliament,  might  with 
equal  justice  be  called  an  experiment.  One  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope)  seemed  to  consider  that 
it  was  a  great  breach  of  faith,  that  those  who  had  sub* 
scribed  for  volunteers  should  be  liable  to  serve  themselves* 
The  present  bill,  however,  would  not  go  farther  thqn  tfcd 
old  militia  laws,  or  oblige  any  one  to  serve  that  was  past  the 
age  of  forty- five  years.  The  fines  upon  t)ie  parishes  were* 
by  no  means  as  severe  as  under  the  militia  laws,  and  would 
only  operate,  when  there  was  any  contumacy  in  the  parish 
refusing  to  proceed  to  the  ballot.  He  was  convinced  the  bill 
would  not  at  all  diminish  the  number  of  volunteers  ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary >  a  great  number  of  persons  would  be 
enrolled  in  those  corps,  in  order  to  exempt  them  from  this 
service.  As  to  the  insufficiency  of  twenty-eight  days  dis- 
cipline, be  begged  leave  to  state,  that  the  national  guards, 
of  France,  that  reinforced  their  armies  in  the  first  year  of 
the  revolution,  had  not  more  military  experience ;  and,  bo* 
believed,  that  at  the  celebrated  battle  of  Jemappe,  there  were 
many  who  had  not  been  trained  for  more  than  28  days. 

Mr.  Mathews  commented  on  the  language  uniformly 
Used  by  the  right  honourable  author  of  this  bill  against  the 
volunteers.  That  language,  while  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  in  opposition,  might  be  overlooked,  as  the 
sentiments  of  an  individual,  But  now  that  lie  might  be 
conceived  to  s):eak  with  the  voice  of  government,  his  lan- 
guage must,  and  had  created  alarm  and  discontent  among, 
that  gallant  body.    In  any  services  which  the  volunteers 

might 
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might  render  to  the  tight  honourable  gentleman  and  hts 
colleagues  after  such  language,  well  raijht  they  exclaim  in 
♦he  terms  of  the  insulted  Jew,  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice, 
**•  Yon  spit  on  me/'  &e.  The  plan  of  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  towards  the  volunteers  must,  in  his  judg- 
•tneot,  tend  ultimately  to  disband  the  volunteer  corps.  For 
5»eh  as  were  of  the  higher  orders  he  would  disgust  by  de- 
priving them  of  their  rank,  such  as  were  proua  he  would 
offend  by  talking  lightly  of  their  service*  and  efficiency, 
and  such  as  were  offeree  he  would  disable  from  serving  by 
depriving  ihem  of  their  pay. 

Sir  William  Young  contended  that  the  measure  was  per- 
fectly constitutional,  as  every  one  must  be  convinced,  who 
bad  read  the  history  of  (he  country.     Ilelooked  on  this  as 
*  permanent  measure,  and  in  that  view  he  thought  that  the 
soldiers  who  would  be  discharged  under  a  former  bill, 
vronld  be  exceedingly  useful  in  being  officers  for  this  force* 
This  nation  ought  not  to  trust  for  ifs  defence  merely  to  the 
opinions  and  inclinations  of  individuals,   as  it  must  in  a 
great  measure  do,  if  the  volunteer  system  alone  was  de- 
pended on  for  that  purpose.     Whoever  sat  on  the  throne 
of  France  after  Bonaparte,  though  a  Bourbon,  must  net  and 
conduct  himself  as  the  head  of  a  great  military  people, 
and  there  was  no  way  of  meeting  this  danger  from  our 
ettemies,  but  by  rendering  this  nation  in  some  degree  mili- 
tary, through  the  great  mass  of  its  population.     He  did 
not  disapprove  of  drilling  on  Sundays,  as  he  thought  pa- 
triotism a  religious  duty.     It  was  to  the  great  attention 
{said  to  the  training  of  fhc  population,  even  from  the  ear- 
iest  youth  of  the  people,  that  the  recovery  of  Jersey*was 
owing,  after  the  enemy  had  entered  St.   Heller's.     The 
volunteer  system  would  afford  the  gentleman  an  opportu- 
nity of  avoiding  being  placed  between  his  own  groom  and 
liis  father's  chimney-sweepefr,    a  circumstance  so.  much 
dreaded  by  an  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way. 

Mr.  William  Smith  was  of  opinion  that  the  volunteers 
saved  the  country,  but  that  the  system  with  respect  to  them 
was  neither  permanent  nor  intended  to  be  so,  and  he  sdw  no 
reason  why  persons  in  that  situation  should  be  offended; 
because  their  assistance  was  not  sought  in  a  way  not  suited 
trrihe  nature  of  a  temporary  institution.  A  faost  singular 
objection  had  been  made  to  this  new  project,  because  it  had 
not  this  defect,  and  was  permanent  in  its  application : 
to  him  this  was  not  an  objection,  but  a  motive  for  tho 
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adoption,  of.it ;  ?ind  the  bill  enabled  bis  Majesty  to  draw 
from  the  robust  part  of  the  population,  two  or  three  }wudre4 
thousand  men  armed  for  the  national  defence.  The  plan 
of  the  military  service  which  was  concurrent  with  this 
measure,  by  throwing-  annually  five  or  ten  thousand  disci* 
plined  men  into  the  general  mass  of  the  inhabitants,  subject. 
to  this  service,  would  provide  the  peasantry  with  instruct- 
ors, who  equally  with  their  knowledge  and  their  example, 
would  contribute  to  give  spirit  and  method  to  those  levies. 
By  t\\e  military  education  this  bill  was  calculated  to  give 
to  all  orders  of  the  community,  in  succession,  these  islands 
would  not  only  be  rendered  impregnable,  but  the  measure 
would  preclude  every  attempt  on  our  shores,  by  coo* 
vincing  the  enemy,  that  against  an  armed  nation  all  his 
efforts  must  be  ineffectual.  We  should  then  hear  no  mor$. 
of  flotillas,  no  more  of  invasions ;  the  enemy  would  say t 
Whatever  success  we  may  have  in  attacking  our  colonial 
possessions,  Britain  is*  herself  invulnerable.  What  p«v 
tence  could  the  noble  lord  (Castlcreagb)  have  to  say  that 
this  bill  would  be  afflicting  to  this  country  ?  Could  it  be  af- 
flicting for  men  in  habits  of  corporeal  exertion  daily,  to  be- 
collected  twenty-eight  days  in  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of 
training  them  to  military  duty  ?  Parliament  designed  to 
give  so  cause  of  disgust  to  the  volunteers  :  it  only  wished 
to  avoid  an  expence  inconsistent  with  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  to  provide  other  means  not  destructive  of,  > 
but  auxiliary  to,  the  system  under  which  arms  were  put. 
into  their  hands. 

Mr*  Perceval  had  waited  for  a  long  time  to  sfce  whether 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  .would 
have  given,  any  explanation  of  his  bill,  that  we*  might 
know  whether  it  was  intended  to  operate  the  destruction  of 
the  volunteers,  or  to  form  a  subsidiary  to  them — for  both 
objects  had  been  ascribed  to  it.  He  considered  the  mea- 
sure as  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  to  our  liberties^as  a 
breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  and  a  breach 
of  common  sense.  lie  ridiculed  the  idea  of  neglecting  the 
interest  of  the  present  moment,  and  looking  to  a  period  of 
seven  or  fourteen  years  hence,  when  this  force  might  be 
officered  by  discharged  soldiers,  "the.  object  of  the  mca» 
sure  was  to  substitute  a  compulsory  system  instead  of  that 
of  the  volunteers,  which  Litter  was  preferable  in  every 
point  of  view,  aud  he  thought  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
volunteers,  though  he  had  great  confidence  ig  it,  would 

bo 
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be  put  to  a  severe  trial.  He  read  a  part  of  tbe  aet  which; 
in  his  opinion,  proved  that  this  was  a  breach  of  faith.  This 
was  a  point  on  which  explanation  was  necessary.  But  it 
was  said  that  these  men  would  not  be  compelled,  if  they 
would  come  out  voluutarilj.  This  was  like  an  observation 
made,  he  believed,  by  Swift,  who  said,  that  if  a  woman  lay 
perfectly  quiet  and  passive,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
strongest  man  in  Ireland  to  ravish  her.  Then  it  allowed 
of  substitutes ;  for  a  rich  man  could  escape  for  a  fine  of 
10/.  and  a  poor  man  for  one  of  bl.  He  had,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  called  the  volunteers  a  stigmatised  asyluni. 
He  endeavoured  to  justify  this  expression,  referring  to  the 
debates  some  time  ago,  wherein  they  had  been  called  by 
the  right  honourable  secretary,  a  depository  of  panic  and 
a  refuge  from  compulsion.  He  would  read  the  words  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  from  a  history  of  the  de- 
bates, published  by  one  who  the  right  honourable  secretary 
himself  had  said  deserved  a  golden  statue,  and  who  therefore 
was  not  likely  to  give  an  unfavourable  report  of  his  words. 

Mr.  Paull  spoke  to  order,. and  said  it  was  irregular  to 
quote  from  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  Speaker  said,  he  had  always  understood  that  the 
strict  rdle  of  the  House  was,  not  to  admit  such  citation  of 
words  used  in  a  former  debate ;  but  at  the  same  time,  this 
rigid  adherence  was  sometimes  not  required. 

Mr.  Paull — I  say,  the  honourable  fend  learned  gentle- 
man is  manifestly  disorderly. 

Mr.  Speaker — When  the  Speaker  delivers  an  opinion,  in 
which  the  House  acquiesces,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Bragge  Bathursl — Lmust  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  respect  due  to  the  chair.  This  gentleman  is 
young,  and  he  may  not  be  aware  that  there  is  no  fresh 
appeal  after  the  Speaker  has  laid  doun  the  rule,  and  the 
House  has  acquiesced  in  it. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  his  object  was  merely  to  justify  the 
epithet  he  had  applied,  and  he  thought  the  interference  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  wholly  unnecessary.  It  would 
however  be  recollected,  that  the  volunteers  had  been  de- 
nominated a  depository  of  panic,  of  which  an  experienced 
officer  would  be  £lad  to  be  disencumbered,  as  a  prudent 
wrestler  would  of  the  unnecessary  raiment-  by  which  his 
muscular  action  was  impeded.  He  had  intimated  that  no 
sufficient  elucidation  had  been  afforded.  Was  this  com- 
plaint well  founded  ?    There  were  300,000  volunteers,  and 

200,000 
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200,000  men  were  to  be  raised  under  this  aci.  Yet  if  the 
former  were  to  be  disbanded,  only  200,000  would  remain. 
Was  this  the  intention  ?  What  were  the  expences  attend- 
ing this  scheme  ?  What  method  was  to  be  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  officers  over  this  armed  peasantry  ?  To  what 
extent,  and  in  what  manner,  was  this  to  operate  on  the  po- 
pulation ?  Nothing  of  this  sort  had  been  explained,  and 
yet  the  House  was  called  upon  to  sanction  such  a  project 
To  the  particular  clauses  of  the  hill  he  should  have  ano- 
ther opportunity  to  advert ;  thus  much  had  occurred  to 
him  with  respect  to  the  general  principle,  to  which  he  must 
object,  from  every  notion  he  could  entertain  of  sound  dis- 
cretion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  and  Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst 
rising  at  the  same  instant,  the  former  gave  precedence  to 
the  latter. 

Mr.  B.  Bathurst  apologized  for  persevering ;  but  he 
feared,  if  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  had  preceded 
him,  he  should  not  have  gained  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  was  surprised  at  his  honourable  and  learned  friend, 
when  be  talked  pf  this  bill  as  being  opposed  to  our  free 
constitution,  and  liberty  and  justice,  and  so  forth ;  and 
not  less  at  the  opposition  given  to  this  bill  by  those  who 
supported  a  former  one  of  the  same  tendency.     If  this  bill 
were  an  infringement  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  was 
so  also  ;  if  this  were  a  refuge  for  the  volunteers,  that  like- 
wise possessed  the  same  character.     It  was  no  disparage- 
ment to  so  numerous  a  body  as  the  volunteers,  to  suppose 
that  they  were  not  all  animated  by  the  ardour  of  patriot- 
ism ;  every  man  who  had  at  all  attended  to  the  philosophy 
of  the  human  mind,  must  be  convinced  of  the  variety  of 
fecTitfjrs  by  which  it  was  actuated  ;  and  to  provide  against 
any  defection  in  this  useful  institution,  the  new  project 
now  recommended  was  desisted .     It  had  been  intimated*, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  bill,  because  the  imme- 
diate danger  was  over.     W  ho  -could  look  to  the  posture  of 
Europe  at  this  day,  and  say  the  limes  were  hot  perilous  i 
Was  the  calamity  of  the  hour  only  to  be  regarded,  and 
were  we  not  to  look  to  future  exigencies?  lie  admitted  that 
the  volunteers  had  been  the  salvation  of  the.  country,  but 
was  no  diversion  of  the  accumulated  power  of  r  ranee 
against  these  islands  now  to  be  appreherided  ?  Mrere  we 
wholly  insensible  to  the  vast  augmentation  of  the  power  of 
the  enemy?  Was  Bonaparte  so  diligently  employed  iri 
Vol..  III.  U  a  making 
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making  Kings,  that  he  never  turned  his  thoughts  to  un- 
making Kings  ?  We  used  to  think  the  wooden  walls  of  old 
England  were,  sufficient  for  her  defence;  wisdom  .had  ex- 
ploded this  prejudice,  and  we  were  now  to  resort  to  addi- 
tional means  of  protection.     With  this  view  the  object  of 
the  bill  was  not  to  reduce  the  volunteers,  but  to  do  what 
was  subsidiary  to  that  resource.     It  was  the  grossest  mis- 
construction both' of  the  intentions  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  and  of  Parliament,  to  conclude  that  the 
volunteer  svstcm  v as  to  be  abolished.     The  act  to  which 
he  had  alluded  of  1800,  said,  that  if  persons  would  vo- 
lunteer, the  statufe  should  not  tike  effect  in  the  district 
where  the  people  so  far  accommodated  themselves  to  the 
designs  of  government :  they  came  forward  under  their 
own  officers,  and  they  were  accepted  by  the  Crown.     Was 
it  to  be  then  said,  that  because  the  King  had  acceded  to 
such  proposals,  ministers  were  pledged  not  to  adopt  the 
present  measure  on  the  broad  ground  of  political  necessi- 
ty.    As  to  the  volunteer  bill,  this  is  its  a*$iliarv  ;  so  also 
it  is  to  the  regulations  for  limited  service,  as  had  been  well 
explained  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Smith). 
If  the  volunteers  were  bettor  disciplined  than  the  corp? 
under  this  bill,  the  terms  under  which  these  were  engaged 
were  more  convenient  to  the  public  service ;  but  ike  great 
recommendation  of  the  plan  was,  that  it  would  immedi- 
ately train  a  large  body  of  men,  and  by  the  succession 
contrived  it  would  in  time  instruct  in  the  use  of  arms  the 
whole  population  of  the  empire.     It  had  been  siid,  that 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  calling  out  the  popu- 
lation of  the  refuse  of  the  capital.     If  any  such  danger 
really  existed,  it  was  easy  to  avoid  it,  by  not  requiring 
the  services  of  those  who  were  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with 
arms  in  their  hands.     All  the  arguments  that  were  resorted 
to  with  reference  to  the  peasantry  of  the  Tyrol,  as  far  as 
thev  went,  were  clearly  in  favour  of  the  present  bill :  but 
a  fair  comparison,  in  such  a  case,  could" not  easily  be 
ctraw/i  between  the  subjects  of  an  arbitrary  government 
and  tftose  of  a  free  monarchy.     It  was  said,  that  to  droit 
the  men  raised  under  this  bill  into  the  regiments*-  was  ob- 
noxious.    In  case  of  invasion  the  King  could  order  any 
man  to  take  the  field ;  was  it  then  to  be  said,  that  it  was 
improper,  under  such  a  contingency,  that  those  levies 
should  be  employed  where  they  could  be  most  useful  2 
$ad  was  it  to  be  supposed,  that  on  such  an  occasion  the 

people 
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people  of  this  country  of  right  and  liberty,  would  not  be 
anxious  to  stand  forward  in  the  defence  of  air  thrft  was 
valuable  to  themselves  and  their  posterity  ?  This  bill  hu$ 
been  erroneously  represented  as  not  recognizing  the  volun- 
teers, like  the  former:  it  said,  in  the  ftiost  distinct  man- 
ner, that  if  a  man  be  a  volunteer,  Or  shall  become  one,  he 
shall  not  serve  under  it :  it  not  only  recognized  the  volun- 
teers, but  indicated  the  wish  of  tlie  legislature,  that  their 
number  should  be  augmented.  Some  allusion  to  words 
used  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham), 
ii^d  been  irregularly  adverted  to ;  but,  whatever  were  the 
terms  employed,  looking  to  the  measures  of  ministers,  it 
was  clearly  their  intention  to  favour  the  volunteer  system ; 
and  with  this  view,  if  any  were  not  pleased  with  the  soci- 
ety they  met  with  under  the  present  measure,  they  might 
select  their  own  corps  of  volunteers,  and  remove  the  ob- 
jection. If  the  volunteers,  in  the  event  of  invasion,  were 
to  be  put  on  garrison  duty,  how  were  the  ranks  to  be  filled 
up  in  the  army,  after  a  destructive  engagement,  more  ad- 
vantageously than  by  such  a  resource  as  was  provided  by 
thft  bill  ?  Fie  would  defy  any  man  to  discover  an  expedi- 
ent that  could  more  effectually  answer  this  end.  The 
island  had  alone  been  preserved  by  the  successive  measures 
adopted;  this  was  one  of  the  most  valuable,  and  the  ene- 
my would  abandon  all  future  hope  of  subduing  our  terri- 
tory, when  they  saw  an  armed  and  disciplined  nation  rea- 
dy to  present  their  bodies  as  a  rampart  for  its  defence.  It 
was  upon  these  grounds  that  he  approved  of  this  bill, 
whether  he  looked  at  the  immediate  or  the  remote  effect,' 
and  he  was  sensible  that  the  labourer  or  the  artisan  would 
not  in  such  a  pursuit  regard  the  shillings  and  sixpences 
be  should  losein  subtracting  a  few  days  from  his  orclinary 
occupations.  He  was  not  at  all  apprehensive  of  any  jea- 
lousies between  the  volunteers  anci  these  new  levies;  thejr 
were'  admirably  adapted  to  harmonize  with,  and  assist 
each  other ;  and  with  a  proper  attention  to  call  forth  the 
strength  ttnd  spirit  of  the  country,  he  trusted  that,  under 
Providence,  no  human  power  could  endanger  our  security 
and  independence.     - 

Mr.  Windham,  at  so  very  late  an  hour,  rose,  he  said, 
with  reluctance  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  House : 
but  after  the  many  speeches  they  had  heard  from  both  sides, 
bo«h  now  and  heretofore,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him 
to  dwell  for  any  considerable  time  upon  the  subject.    One 

Uu2  of 
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of  the  principal  imputations  of  blame  to  him  urged  bj  the 
opposers  of  this  measure  was,  that  he  had  not  introduced 
it  to  the  House  or  commenced  the  debate  with  a  speech  ex- 
planatory of  his  own  views  of  it  nt  large;  but  to  do  this,  he 
must  have  repeated  every  speech  he  had  made  upon  this 
topic  in  the  course  of  the  last  three  years.     Another  objec- 
tion urged  against  him  was.,  that  he.  had  on  various  occa- 
sions undervalued,  and  treated  with  contempt,  the  volun- 
teers, and  that  this  bill  was  calculated  to  supersede  them 
altogether.  -  The  first  part  of  the  charge  he  utterly  denied, 
and  declared  it  was  his  wish,  often  repeated,  that  the  volun- 
teers should  continue :  and  this  bill,  so  far  from  being  cal- 
culated, or  intended  to  supersede  the  volunteer  system,  had 
for  its  object  merely  to  render  the  volunteers  that  which 
they  were  originally  intended  to  be,  according  to  the  prin- 
.  ciple  avowed  by  those  who  first  proposed  their  establish- 
ment, namely,  a  body  of  men  serving  their  country  at  their 
own  expence.    Another  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that  its 
principle  was  compulsory,  and  therefore  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  Englishmen.    But  gentlemen  who  used  this  ar- 
gument, seemed  to  forget  that  there  was  such  a  thing  ex- 
isting in  this  country  as  a  militia  force,  entirely  mustered 
ajid  recruited  upon  the  same  principle,  namely,  by  ballot, 
which  he  always  understood  to  be  a  compulsory  principle; 
and  that  the  army  of  reserve,  and  the  former  training  bill, 
•  for  which  those  very  gentlemen  hail  voted,  and  who  were 
now  so  much  shocked  at  the  idea  of  compulsion,  were  car- 
ried on  upon  the  very  same  compulsory  principle  of  bal- 
lot ;   and  without  compulsion,  and  expence,  which  was 
another  objection  to  the  bill,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  bow 
it  was  possible  to  have  any  public  force  in  the  country  ? 
Another  objection  to  the  bill  was,  that  its  principle  was  un- 
just, oppressive,  and  a  violation  of  a  positive  contract  en- 
tered into  by  Parliament  aud  the  country ;  namely,  that  if 
they  raised,  in  the  several  districts,  a  certain  number  of 
men,  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  a 
somewhat  similar  principle  under  a  former  bill :  but  he 
begged  to  know  how  such  a  contract,  entered  into  under 
circumstances  existing  at  that  moment,  was  for  ever  after  to 
tie  up  the  hands  of  Parliament,  and  prevent  them,  under 
any  change  of  circumstances,  from  adopting  measures  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  save  the  country  from  destruction  ? 
But  would  gentlemen  who  used  this  argument  condescend 
to  reflect  (although  the  numbers  of  our  army  had  greatly 
6  ~       '       increased 
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increased  since  that  period),  whether  no  alteralio#had  taken 
place  in  the  armies  of  the  enemy,  who  then  threatened  our 
shores  with  invasion?  Was  there  nothing  in  the  circumstance 
of  that  enemy  having  since  victoriously  marched  toVicnna, 
and  humbled  the  greater  part  of  the  European  continent  to 
nis,controul  ?  Was  it  because  the  armies  which  at  that 
time  threatened  us  from  Boulogne,  had  marched  from  that 
coast,  that  they  might  not  again  return  and  renew  the  dan- 
ger i  And  was  there  nothing  in  the  consideration,  that  they 
left  nothing  behind  them,  in  the  means  of  Austria,  or  any 
other  power  on  the  continent,  to  alarm  their  apprehensions, 
menace  their  security,  or  divert  their  attention  ftpm  any 
design  tbey  might  contemplate  against  this  country  ?  Did 
those  gentlemen  recollect  that  this  formidable  enemy  had  re- 
duced the  continent  to  a  peaceof subjugation  ;and,  knowing 
his  designs  against  this  country,  did  they  think  there  was 
any  danger  of  being  too  well  guarded  against  thorn  ?  \V  hen 
gentlemen  talked  of  the  ex  pence  of  this  measure,  would' 
tbey  consider  the  enormous  expence  of  near  six  millions 
which  the  volunteer  system  had  cost  the  country,  estimated 
from  their  establishment  in  1802,  up  to  the  end  of  the  pre* 
sent  year,  and  which  the  present  bill  was  calculated  to  dor 
almost  entirely  away  for  the  future.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
right  honourable  secretary  contended,  that  the  present  bit!, 
so*  far  from  going  to  abolish  the  volunteer  system,  went* 
hand  in  hand  with  it,  and  was  immediately  calculated  to- 
keep  it  from  going  to  pieces  :  and,  in  answer  to  (he  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  deduced  from  his  speeches  uttered  three 
years  ago,  he  asserted  that  the  phrases  attributed  tohim ,  as  iir 
ridicule  orcontempt  to  the  volunteers,  were  unfounded  or 
'misrepresented.  He  never  had  said  Hiat  the  volunteer  ays-- 
tcm,  as  such,  was  a  depositary  of  panic  ;  but  he  had  said, 
that  in  times  of  danger,  an  irregular  force  in  any  country 
would  be  likely  to  become  such,  which  no  military  man 
could  deny.  Neither  could  any  military  man  deny,  that 
the  bravest  armies  had  been  at  times  seixed  with  panic  ;  and 
to  say  that  a  volunteer  army  might  be  liable,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  the  came  influence,  was  not  speaking  in  any  par** 
ticular  disparagement  of  that  force.  He  had  also  said;  that 
which  the  experience  of  every  military  man  must  evince, 
that  there  were  distinctions  in  the  dress  of  the  military, 
which  were  the  life  and  soul  of  an  army,  and  which  no 
other  body  of  men  ought  to  possess  ;  and  these,  however 
trifling  in  themselves,  a whether.  ribbands3  or  feathers,,  or 

tassel*. 
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tassels,  Ought  to  belong  to  the  army  solely,  as  marks  of  that 
distinction  of  which  they  were  extremely  jealous :  but  even 
if  the  expression  imputed  to  him  had  been  uttered  at  any 
time,  even  by  a  minister,  was  any  such  apprehension  there* 
fore  founded,  as  that  the  volunteer  force  of  this  country 
would,  on  that  account,  in  a  pet,  or  a  huff,  like  sulky  chil- 
dren, throw  down  their  arms,  disband  themselves,  and  re- 
fuse  to  defend  their  country  I  Those  who  made  such  insi- 
nuations, Could  not,  he  was  convinced,  be  friends  of  (he 
volunteers.  Upon  the  whole,  satisfied  the  bill,  instead 
of  going  against  the  volunteer  system,  was  calculated  more 
effectually  to  keep  it  up,  and  that  it  was  a  measure  the  best 
adapted  tor  rendering  the  whole  population  of  the  country 
subservient  aad  effectual  for  its  defence  and  security,  he 
must  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Canning,  at  so  late  an  hour,  did  not  mean  to  go  at 
length  into  an  examination  of  the  bill,  but  reserved  to  him- 
self the  privilege  of  delivering  his  sentiments  upon  its  prin- 
ciple, upon  the  report  of  the  committee ;  for,  in  his  view, 
it  was  so  totally  objectionable,  that  he  did  not  conceive  any 
alterations  it  was  likely  to  receive  in  the  committee,  could 
reconcile  it  to  his  mind.  His  leading  objections  to  the  bill 
at  present  were,  first,  that  it  was  a  breach  of  a  solemn  com- 
pact made  by  Parliament  with  the  people  of  the  country, 
that  if  they  complied  with  certain  conditions  in  raising  a 
certain  proportion  of  volunteers  in  each  district,  tney 
should  be  exempt  from  the  compulsory  operation  of  any 
such  bill  as  the  present.  But  now,  after  having  fulfilled  their 
cotp pact,  and  paid  the  price  demanded  for  their  exemption, 
this  bill  was  brought  forward,  nevertheless,  to  impose  upon 
them  the  penalty.  II  •>  next  objection  was,  that  this  bill 
went  to  establish  the  compulsory  instead  of  the  volunteer 
system  of  service. 

The  question  being  now  loudly  pressed  from  all  parts  of 
the  House,  was  put,  and  carried  for  the  committal  of  the 
bill,  without  a  division.  The  House  accordingly  went  into 
a  committee,  and  the  chairman  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again  on  Thursday. 

Lord  I  lenry  Petty  mored  that  the  House  should  the  next 
day  resolve  info  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
salaries  to  be  paid  to  persons  to  be  appointed  under  the 
bill,  now  pending,  for  the  better  auditing  the  public  ac* 
counts.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Hobhotise  brought  up  the  report  of  the  comjnitte^ 

appointed 
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appointed  onFridny  last,  to  prepare  questions  \oMe  put  to 
General  Sir  James  Craig,  respecting  the  charge  against 
Marquis  Weilesley,  and  upon  the  question  being  put,  that 
this  report  be  how  taken  info  consideration, 
-  Lord  Ossulston  objected,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  and  the  thinness  of  the  House,  to  take  the  question 
into  consideration  until  the  next  d?iy.  In  this  idea  he  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Paull,  and  opposed  by  Sir  Arthur  Wdk 
lesley  and  Mr.  Weilesley  Pole.  A  conversation  of  some 
length  ensued  between  those  meml)ers  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr. 
Wallace,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Speaker,  the  result  of 
which  was  that  the  report  was  ordered  lo  be  taken  into  coa«* 
sideration  the  next  day.  \ 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  House  adjourned.   - 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JL^VE  25. 

*  •  • 

In  the  appeal,  Martin  v.  Macnabb,  Mr.  Adam  was  hcar<J 
for  the  appellant,  and  the  attorney  general  for  the  respon- 
dent,    further  hearing  the  next  day. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  moved,  that  a  message  should  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  request  a  present  confe- 
rence in  the  Painted  Chamber,  on  the  subject  matter  (thfc 
slave  trade)  of  the  last  conference. — Ordered. 

Managers  of  the  conference  were  appointed,  and  the 
messengers  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  having  returned 
with  an  answer  that  the  Commons  were  waiting  the  confe- 
rence, the  managers,  consisting  of  the  liarl  of  Dartmouth, 
Eari  Stanhope,  the  Earl  of  Hardwtckc,  Earl  Spencer,  the 
Bishops  of  St,  Asaph  and  Ossory ;  Lords  Grcnville,  Arden 
and  Lauderdale,  uent  forth  to  the  Painted  Chamber.  On 
their  return  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  stated,  that  they  had 
communicated  the  resolution  of  that  House  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

the  Temple  Bar  and  Snow-hill  lottery  bill,  was  order- 
ed to  be  read  time  the  next  day,  and  the  lords  to  be  sum* 

.  The  Duke  of  Grafton's  agreement  bill,  the  Irish  mine 
bill,  the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  postage  bill,  the  Prussian 
yarn  bill,  and  the  additional  assessed  taxes  bill,  were  read 
ft  third  time  and  passed. 

The  committee  of  privileges  on  the  Zouch  peerage,  was 
ordered  to  sit  the  uexi  day. 

insolvent 
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Lord  Holland  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  receiving 
Hie  report  of  the  iasolvent  debtors  bill.  His  lordship  stated, 
ifiat  upjn  consideration  he  bad  thought  it  advisable  to 
abandon  two  clauses  which  he  had  proposed  in  the  com* 
iriittee,  and  which  had  been  added  io  the  bill.     The  object 
of  these  was  to  grant  relief  in  certain  cases,  to  uncertificated 
forikrupts,  byempowering  the  Chancellor  to  grant  relief, 
notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
creditors  of  a  bankrupt  to  sign  his  certific-ite.  Understand- 
ing, however,  that  a  measure  was  about  to  be  brought  before 
Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  bankrupt 
laws',  which  might  probably  include  this  object,  and  wish- 
ing, at  this  advanced  period  of  the  session,  to  avoid  intro- 
ducing any  novelty  into  a  bill  of  this  nature,  which,  might 
create  difficulty  and  delay  in  its  progress,  he  should,  there- 
f(Jre,jnovc  to  leave  out  these  clauses.     If,  however,  the 
ineasnre  to  which  he  had  alluded  did  not  contain  the  ob- 
ject sought  to  be  attained  by  these  clauses,  it  was  lib  inten- 
tion, if  not  this  session,  the  next,  o  bring  forward  a  sepa- 
rate bill  upon  the  subject.     He  also  took  this  opportunity 
of  giving  notice,  that  it  Was  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  revive  an  act  which' expired  two  or  three  years  ago, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  enable  a  creditor  who  had  taken 
fits  debtor  in  execution,  to  release  such  debtor  out  of  pri- 
son* and  still  have  the  same  hold  upon  his  property. 

Iiord  Walsingbam  reported  the  bill,  and  the  two  clauses 
alluded  to  by  Lord  Holland,  on  the  question  being  put  to 
agree  with  the  committee,  were  negatived. 
•    Tfcebill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

HUSH    ROADS. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  Irish  post  roads 
bill.  Earl  Spencer  moved  its  second  reading,  and  stated 
*hat  he  did  not  see  any  reason  for  including  In  the  bill  a 
provision  for  making  a  new  road  from  Limerick  toGahray., 

The  Earl  of  Hard  wicke  approved  of  the  bill,  inrfsmuHi 
as  it  went  to  do  away  the  provisions  of  a  inost  ohnoxi- 
,  ou9  act  upon  this  subject  passed  last  session  but  suggest* 
cd  several  amendments,  which  he  intended  to  proposem 
the  committee,  with  the  vit'W  that  all  parties  \Vho  might 
be  affected  by  the operation', of  the  bill  might  previously' 
have  due  notice.  .      '*  v  ~ 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Linlerick  contended,  that  a  new  road  from 
Limeric  to  Galway  would  be  of  essential  benefit  to  that 
part  of  the  country. 

Barl  Spencer  only  wished  for  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  resented  any  further  observations  tor  the  com* 
mittee. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  the 
next  day. 

Strangers  wefe  excluded  for  some  timd  whilst  the  House 
discussed  some  matter  of  privilege. 

No  public  business  was  done  afterwards*  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   JUNE  25 i 

Mr*  Vansittart  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  it  bill  for 
the  amendment  of  the  post-office  acts,  for  the  pttrp&e  of 
preventing  their  evasion  by  the  conveyance  ot  letters  in 
Drown  paper  covers,  by  stage  coaches.     Leave  granted. 

Mr.  Calcraft  moved  for  leave  to  briny  in  a  bill,  for 
granting  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of  land  at  Chat- 
ham and  other  places,  occupied  for  the  purposes  df  his  Ma- 
jesty's ordnance* 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  the  Irish  school 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  :  also  the  Irish  dis- 
tillery bill  was  read  a  second  time*  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted the  ne*t  day ;  and  the  House  went  into  a  committee 
on  the  Irish  customs  regulation  bill* — Report  to  be  receive 
ed  the  next  day* 

The  stamp-office  regulation  bill*  and  the  Irish  spirit  li* 
oence  bill,  were  both  read  a  third  time  and  passed; 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  House  went  into  a . 
committee  on  the  post-office  regulation  bill.    Report  to 
be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Haworth,  from  the  exchequer,  presented  an  account 
Of  the  net  produce  of  all  the  permanent  and  war  taxes,  for 
two  years*  ending  the  5th  of  April  last,  specifying  the  pro* 
duce  of  each  quarter* 

Sir  J.  Anderson  presented  petitions  from  the  Royal  Ex- 
change insurance  company,  and  from  the  London  asu- 
rance  company,  against  the  Globe  incorporation  bill)  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  said  bill* 

Vol*  III.  1805*6*  X  x  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hobbousc  brought  up  the  teport  of  the  committee 
on  the  Scotch  distillery  acts  ;  and  it  was  ordered,  tfyat  the 
resolution  form  a  part  of  the  new  bill  to  be  brought  in. 
•  Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  report  on  the  slave  trade 
bift,  whfc-h  wa$  ordered  to  be  taken  into  farther  considera- 
tion on  Friday. 

Sir  Jdhn  Newport  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for 
more  effectually  regulating  and  providing  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  and  for  the  better  management  of  hospitals  and 
infirmaries  in  Ireland.  His  object  was  to  enable  the  grand 
juries  to  raise  a  further  sum  than  what  they  were  empow- 
ered to  do  under  the  acts  U  and  20  Geo.  III.  for  making 
Erovision  for  the  poor,  and  assisting  houses  of  industry. 
[c  proposed,  that  the  poorer  classes  of  housekeepers  should  • 
be  exempt  from  the  rate,  and  that  means  should  be  taken 
for  procuring  regular  returns  of  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  hospitals,  and  for  the  better  auditing  of  their  ac- 
.  counts. 

M{.  Foster  objected  to  bringinjg  forward  a  bill  of  this  na- 
ture at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session  and  when  so  many 
Irish  members  were  absent.  This  lie  called  a  new  mode  of 
legislation,  which  had  been  lately  adopted  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable baronet. 

Sir  J .  Newport  replied,  that  there  was  as  great  a  propor- 
tion of  Irish  members  in  the  house  the  preceding  day  as 
was  usually  to  be  found  during  the  session.  The  honour- 
able member's  objection  therefore  was  of  no  force. 

Mr.  Wcllesley  Pole  wished,  that  time  should  be  given 
for  Irish  members  to  consult  their  constituents  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Colonel  Bagwell  represented  the  situation  of  the  poor  in 
"Ireland  as  requiring  immediate  attention,  and  calling  for 
the    interference   of  the    legislature.      Leave   was  then 
gTanted. 

A  message  from  the  lordd  then  desired  a  present  con- 
ference with  the  commons,  in  the  painted  chamber,  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  respecting  the  slave  trade. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Ho  wick  the  House  agreed  to  mi 
immediate  conference;  ^uid  the  messenger  being  called  in* 
was  informed  by  the  Speaker,  that  the  House  had  agreed 
to  the  same  ;  and  the  managers  of  thtJate  conference,  with 
'beferal  otlier  members,  were  appointed  to  conduct  the  pre- 
sent. The  managers  having  returned  in  a  short  time,  Lotd 
1  '    Henry  ^ 
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Henry  Petty  informed  the  Hawse  of  the  result  of  the  con- 
ference, namely,  that  the  Lords  had  taken  into  consider-, 
ation  their  resolution  of  the  icith  of  June,  and  coucurjred  ' 
with  the  Commons  in  the  said  resolution. 
*  Mr.  Bastard  moved  for  an  immediate  return  to  an  order* 
of  the  House  of  the  18th  instant,  so  far  as  related  to  certain 
orders  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department 
respecting  volunteer  clothing. 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  that  clothing  had  been  issued: 
to  those  volunteers  only,  to  whom  it  was  clue,  in  April  last, 
and  that  no  inference  was  to  be  drawn  from,  this,  with  re- 
gard to  the  future  intentions  'of  government  on  the  subject*:  ' 
A  return  was  then  ordered  to  be  made  forthwith. 

Sir  W.  Young  gave  notice,  that  unless  an  honourable 

gentleman  brought  forward  a  motion  for  deciding  on  the 

Oude  charge  before  Wednesday  next,  he  was  authorised 

to  say,  that  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Temple)  would  propose 

-  a  motion  to  that  purpose  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Paull  replied,  that  he  had  not  the  most  distant  ides 
of  doing  so  then ;  and  lie  thought  it  impossible  that  thi 
House  could  be  prepared  for  coming  to  a  decision  so  soon* 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  them 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  an  account  of  all 
vessels,  with  their  tonnage,  entering  inwards  and  clearing 
outwards  from  the  north  and  east  coasts  of  Scotland,  and 
from  the  town  of  Berwick,  for  the  three  last  years.  . 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  f  he  committee  of 
the  whole  House  respecting  Greenwich  hospital, >  and  the 
naval  chest,  and  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  pursu- 
ant  to  the  two  resolutions. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Howick,  the  House  then  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee,  when  his  lordship  proposed  that 
the  sum  of  U*  13s.  id.  per  cent,  be  granted  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  all  prizes  taken  from  the  enemy,  or  destroyed,  for 
the  benefit  ot  Greenwich  hospital ;  and  2dly,  that  the.  sum 
of  31.  6s.  8c/.  per  cent,  be  granted  out  of  the  prorceds  of  the 
said  prizes,  for  the  benefit  of  the  chest.  Report  to  be  re- 
ceived the  next  day. 

PJUNTISG  OF  THE  FIRST  OCDIi  CHARGE. 

Mr.  Paull  then  moved,  that  the  first  Oude  charge  he 
printed.  He  conceived  tlint  no  object  on  ^'ould  Vcmadc  to 
*  X  x  a  ■  the 
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the  motion,  as  the  evidence  on  which  the  charge  wes  founds 
ed  was  now  before  the  House. 

.  Sir  A.  IVetitsUg  opposed  the  motion,  and  stated  what 
the  House  had  already  done  on  the  subject.  The  first  reso? 
hition  of  the  House  for  printing  it  had  been  rescinded  next 
day.  The  reasons  were,  that  no  evidence  was  then  before 
the  House,  and  also  that  a  charge  of  such  a  nature  should 
not  be  eventually  circulated  through  the  country,  before 
the  House  could  take  it  into  copsideration.  It  did  not  apt 
pear  tbaf.  the  House  would  be  able  to  enter  into  this  charge 
respecting  money  transactions  in  Oude  during  the  present 
session,  hut  would  be  obliged  to  confine  itself  to  that  re, 
specting-the  affair  of  Oude.  He  could  not,  therefore,  se& 
any  benefit  that  would  arise  from  printing  it,  while  thocha-t 
racter  of  his  noble  relative  might,  irt  the  mean  time,  re* 
oeive  essential  injury ;  and  he  therefore  tripled  that  tho 
house  would  adhere  to  its  former  determination. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  supported  the  motion*  and  contended 
that  the  House  was  now  in  a  different  situation  from  what  it 
had  been  formerly  in,  when  it  resolved  that  the  charge 
should  not  be  printed.  It  seemed  then  to  be  agreed,  that 
the  proper  time  for  printing  it  would  be  when  the  evidence 
was  before  the  Hous  * ; .  and  now  thrft  the  principal  paper* 
were  before  them,  it  was  proper  that  they  should  be  fully 
enabled  to  compare  the  evidence  with  the  charge. 

Mr*  Rose  was  Of  opinion,  that  the  House  would  derive  no 
advantage  from  printing  the  charge  at  present,  while  the 
character  of  the  noble  lord  might  receive  no  trifling  injury 
from  its  circulation  during  the  recess  of  Parliament. 

Lord  Douglas  supported  the  motion,  and  took  (hat  op-, 
port  unity  of  declaring  that  he  saw  nothing  in  the  charge 
but  what  was  supported  by  the  papers  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Windham  asked  what  was  the  reason  for  printing 
^papers  at  all  ?  Was  it  not  for  the  use  of  the  members  ?  And 
the  more  numerous  and  complicated  these  papers  were,  it 
became  the  more  important  hat  the  charge  which  they 
were  produced  to  support,  should  also  be  printed,  that  the 
House  might  lie  fully  able  to  compare  the  one  with  the 
other.  It  had  been  said,  that  false  impressions  would  be 
produced  ;  but  he  did  not 'see  much  danger  of  that.  A 
great  deal  of  evidence  had  already  been  produced  in  de- 
fence of  the  noble  lorcj,  and  more  was  on  the  point  of  being 
so ;  the  danger  of  exparte  representation  would  therefore 
be  much  diminished.  The  sooner  the  House  had  the  charge 
>  in 
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jpi  thcit  band*,  and  the  longer  it  was  in  their  possession,  (be 
better  able  would  they  be  to  come  to  a  proper  decision 
upon  it,    He  did  apt  like  the  principle  of  deferring  the 

E rioting  of  the  chfflrce  till  all  the  evidence  in  defence  wa* 
store  the  House.  That  evidence  might  be  stared  off  tilt 
the  day  of  trial,  and  thus  prevent  the  charge  itself  from  be*, 
jng  fulty  weighed. 

.  LoraCastkreagh  thought  that  no  practical  benefit  ooukfr 
arise  from  printing  the  charge,  till  they  were  in  possession 
of  the  evidence  on  (he  part  of  the  defence,  as  well  as  of  that- 
on  the  side  of  the  prosecution.  He  should  therefore  appeal 
to  the  candour  of  the  Hoose,  whether,  in  justice  to  the 
noble  lord,  k  could  be  done  during  the  present  session. , 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  from  what  he  had  seen  of 
tbe  evidence,  that  the  charge  itself  would  not  foil  heavily  ouy 
tbe  nobie  marquis .  He  though t  the  h onouraUe  gentleman 
premature  in  his  motion,  and  that  the  first  moment  when 
the  Charge  should  be  printed,,  was  when  the  evidence  on 
both  sides  was  before  the  House. 

Lord  H.  Petty  conceived,  that  the  proper  time  fur 
printing  the  charge  was,  when  the  evidence  brought  t& 
support  it  was  before  the  House,  and  when  a  fair  comparison 
of  the  two  could  be  made.  W  ith  regard  to  its  affecting  the 
character  of  the  noble  lord,  he  would  ask,  why  was  tbeevi* 
dence  in  support  of  the  charge  ordered  to  be  printed  ;•  smoB 
it  also  might  producea  partial  opinion  in  therminds  of  those 
who  perused  it  ? 

•  Sir  A.  Wellesley  explained,  and  stated,  that  not  a  sin* 
gle  paper  of  defence  had  yet  been  produced.  .  * 

Sir.  Batokes  observed,  that  charges  of  such  a  aattire 
could  not  be  confined  tothe  House,  but  would  be  circulated 
all  over  thp  country.  Was  it  decent  that  this  should  take 
place  loog  before  the  House  had  it  in  their  power  to  come 
to  a  decision  ?  No  possible  advantage  could  result  from* 
printing  the  charge,  while  great  prejudice  might  be  done  t& 
the  noble  lord ;  every  principle  of  justice,  therefore,  must 
compel  the  House  to  withhold  its  assent  to  die  motion*? 
The  evidence  was  printed  from  the  very  necessity  of  the* 
case,  but  no  such  necessity  required  thai  the  charge  should 
be  printed.  ■■,•>, 

Mr.  Grant  observed,  that  the  eyes  of  India,  and  of  the 
empire  in  -general,  were  fixed  upon  the  conduct  of  tha 
House  in  this  business.  With  regard  to  the  objections 
urged  against  the  publication  of  ex  parte  statements,  he  was 

surprised 
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surprised  at  the  quarter  from  whence  they  proceeded.  For. 
he  .would  ask,  whether  various  papers  and  ex  parte  state** 
inents  were  not  circulated  by  the  friei^p  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis, though  not  among  the  public,  ^t  ampng  those  who 
hereto  decide  upon  the  great  question  to  which  the  motion 
before  the  Horde  referred  ? 

Mr.  Martin  did  not  conceive  that  there  could  be  any  se- 
tious  objections  to  the  printing.  For  his  part,  if  any  gen* 
tleraan  should  propose  that  copies  of  it,  written  in  a  fine 
text  hand,  should  be  made  exclusively  for  the  members,  be 
had  no  objection ;  butwhile  it  was  allowed  thatevery  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  take  a  copy  of  the  charge,  he  saw  no 
means  of  keeping  it  altogether  from  the  public,  or  prevent- 
ing them  frorti  forming  some  opinion  upon  it.  Ihe  final 
judgment  upon  the  charge  would  be  with  that  House,  and 
he  did  not  perceive  that  it  could  be  of  any  consequence 
what  opinion  was  hastily  adopted  elsewhere  upon  the  sub- 
ieci. 

Mr.  Alexander  thought  it  would  be  unfair  that  the 
charge  should  be  printed  before  the  evidence  was  also 
printed  on  which  it  was  founded*  It  was  not  only  in  this 
country  that  it  might  be  injurious  to  the  character  of  the 
noble  marquis,  but  the  printed  charge  would  also  find  iU 
way  to  India,' and  might  there  produce  an  unfavourable 
impression. 

X)r.  Laurence  considered  the  grounds  of  opposition  to 
this  motion  as  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature.  The  charges 
against  Warren  Hastings  had,  it  was  well  known,  remain- 
ed on  the  table  and  were  printed  above  eighteen  months  be-, 
fore  they  were  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  yet  it  was  now 
argued  that  the  charge  before  the  House  should  not  be 
printed  until  the  shortest  possible  time  before  the  House 
should  be  called  on  to  decide  upon  it.  But  no  oneattemptf 
ed  to  argue  in  this  way  excepting  those  who,  he  had  no  he- 
sitation in  saying,  were  the  avowed  friends,  supporters,  and 
advocates  of  the  noble  marquis  :  and  would  the  House  al- 
low itself  to  be  dictated  to  by  them  ?  If  so,  there  must,  of 
course,  be  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  justice  in  the  case.  He 
recollected  the  story  of  Sir  John  Hcnsey,  who  was  found 
guilty  of  high  treason  ;  but  there  was  a  polite  attorney  ge- 
neral in  that  time,  who  declined  to  bring  him  to  judgment 
until  the  traitor  should  himself  think  proper ;  and  that 
time  never  coining,  the  traitor  of  course  was  never  brought 
to  judgment.     Now,  in  this  case  he  apprehended  that  if 

the 
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the  adVice  of  tb^  noble  maifqui&'s  connections  were  attended 
toy  the  day  of  judgment  vtould  never  come,  although, 
strange  to  tell,  th<#e  connections  were  sometimes  heard 
calling  out  for  a  speedy  trial.  To-night,  however,  thei* 
language  was,  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  think  of  going 
into  any  of  the  charges  until  the  next  session.  Thelearped 
gentleman  concluded  with  observing,  that,  no  answer  wag 
given  to  the  question  of  the  honourable  director  (Mr.  Grant), 
relative  to  the  ex  parte  publications  from  the  friends  of  the 
noble  Marquis. 

Mr.  TV.  Pole  declared,  and  pledged  himself  to  the  fact 
that  his  noble  relative  had  never  written  or  published,  or 
authorised  to  be  published,  a  single  line  in  answer  to  the 
charge  to  which  the  motion  before  the  House  referred,  nor 
liad  any  of  the  noble  lord's  friends  either,  to  his  (Mr. 
Pole's)  knowledge. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  the  understanding  was,  at  the  timfc 
he  had  the  honour  to  make  a  motion  upon  this  subject, 
that  the  charge  alluded  to  should  not  be  printed  until  all  the 
evident*  connected  with  it  should  be  printed  also.  Now  as 
a  great  deal  of  that  evidence  was  not  yet  before  the  House*, 
he  did  not  think  that  this  motion  could  be  consistently  ac- 
ceded to  at  present ;  at  the  stlmc  time  he  could  see  no  objec- 
tion to  print  die  charge  with.the  evidence. 

Mr.Archdale  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  last  speaker. 

1  Mr.  Paul!  was  astonished  at  the  opposition  made  to  this 

motion.    When  it  was  asserted  that  this  charge  contained 

strong  allegations  against  the  noble  marquis,    gentlemen 

should  bear  in  mind,  that  much  stronger  allegations  were 

to  be  found  in  the  dispatch  of  the  India  directors,  of  which 

so  many  thousand  copies  had  been  published,  and  also  in  a 

-letter  addressed  by  the  secretary  of  the  India  directors  to 

.  Lord  Castlereagh  when  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  controul. 

Gentlemen  might  determine  to  protect  Lord  Wellesley ; 

but  his  conduct  had  been  decided  upon  elsewhere,  and  that 

by  the  persons  most  interested  and  best  acquainted  with  the 

subject;  and  a  majority  of  980  India  proprietors  had, 

;  against  a  minority  of  175,  pronounced,  by  a  solemn  vote, 

•  that  the  noble  lord's  conduct  was  highly  culpable.     The 
:  honourable  gentleman  proposed  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 

other  side,  if  they  would  not  agree  to  the  present  motion, 
:  to  fix  upon  someday  not  later  than  the  10th  of  July  for  the 

•  printing  of  this  charge. 

Mn  Jofinrtonei&menled  tii&  a  question  of  such  trifling, 
r  or 
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or  rather  of  no  importance,  should  be  so  often  pressed  upon 
tiie  attention  of  the  House.  The  honourable  member,  in 
opposition  to  the  remarks  of  his  teamed  friend  (Dr.  Lau- 
fence)  asserted,  that  the  demeanor  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen behind  him  (Sir  A.  Wellesley,  and  the  honourable 
W.  Pole),  was  marke*  by  good  temper  and  propriety, 
although  he  was  ready  to  own  that  his  learned  mend's  re-r 
marks  would  be  somewhat  applicable  to  the  noble  lord  who 
generally  sat  on  the  same  bench  with  him  (Temple)  who 
seemed  resolved  to  dictate  what  course  the  House  should 
pursue  in  this  investigation.  The  honourable  member  de- 
nied that  the  court  of  India  proprietors  meant  to  declare 
any  opinion  as  to  the  charges  against  Lord  Wellesley  in  the 
vote  of  approbation  which  they  had  thought  it  their  duty 
to  pronounce  upon  the  conduct  of  thqir  own  directors. 

Mr.  Holt  Leigh  conceived,  that  delicacy  to  such  an  iU 
lustrious  character  as  the  noble  marquis  required  that  the 
charge  should  not  be  printed  without  the  evidence. 

Lord  Folkestone  was  for  printing  it. 

Lord  JET.  Petty  said,  that,  as  there  appeared  little  doubt 
that  the  evidence  would  be  soon  printed,  and  as  the 
only  objection  to  printing  the  charge  was,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  printed  before  the  evidence,  be  conceived  the  best 
way  would  be  to  postpone  the  motion  for  the  present.  He, 
therefore,  moved  the  previous  question. 

This  motion  wasasauiesced  in  by  Mr.  Paull,  and  Sir  A. 
Wellesley,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

AUDITORS  COMMISSION. 

The  House  having  resolved  into  a  committee  of  supply. 
Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  that  a  salary  not  exceeding 
1500/.  a  year  should  be  granted  to  each  of  the  commission- 
ers first  named  in  the  new  commission  for  auditing  public 
accounts,  and  a  salary  of  1200/.  to  the  other  commissioners ; 
and  also  an  additional  sum  for  incidental  expences  attend- 
ing the  said  commission. 

Mr.  Bankes  considered  the  salaries  rather  too  high,  and 
the  commissioners  too  numerous.  At  the  same  time,  the 
honourable  member  took  occasion  to  recommend  the  adop* 
tion  of  a  principle  in  this  arrangement  which  ought*  in  ms 
judgment,  to  prevail  in  all  the  public  offices— namely,  an 
increase  of  salary  to  the  subordinate  officers,  who,  it  was 
known,  were  the  only  efficient  persons,  and  a  proportionate 
decrease  of  the  salaries  of  the  principals.    Those  upon 

whom 


jtfjrfcfe.]     •  ~'*vrsMTt*hfA  tiadr  Bnttvr  3£? 

wlxmt  the  (mt/rjof  the  public  business  devolved  ouglffy  iat 
common  justice  and  policy,  16  be  adequatel  yreWanJed. 
■  Ix>rd  Henry  Petty  saidj  that,  from  the  iropoftance*of' 
the  institution  lo  which  this  motion  referred,  it  was  thoughV 
right?  to  place  tho  gentlemen  who  were  \o  conduct ,  it  upon 
the  same  footing  as  the  principals  of  other  public  boards, 
namely,  those  of  customs  and  excise  \  and  upon  that  foot^ 
ina:  the  amount  of  the  sakxfes  was  adjusted.  As  to  the  uura*. 
ber  of  the  commissioners,  he  hoped  he  had -already,  state;!  • 
enough  respecting  the  quantum  of  the  business  they  had  to 
go  through,  to  satisfy  the  House  and  the  country  upon  that-' 
point ;  and  with  regard  to  the  other  point  alluded  to  by 
nis  honourable  friend,  he  could  assure  him  that  care  would- 
be  taken  in  this  arrangement  that  the  business  should  not  be 
left  to  the  lowor  officers,  but  that  the  commissioners  should-' 
be  obliged  to  do  it  themselves. 

After  a  few  words  across  the  table  between  Lord  Henrv  ' 
Petty  and  Mr,  Huskisson,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  the% 
House  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
ilp  the  next  day. 

WEST   INDIA   TRADE    BILL. 

On  the  order  being  read  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report, 

Lord  Castfereagh  hoped  the  noble  lord  would  not  pro-. 
ceed  in  the  business  that  night,  as  many  gentlemen  had 
gone  Away  on  the  supposition  that  it  would  not  come  on, 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  a  noble  lord  (Temple), 
who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  introducing  the  bill.  Those » 
gentlemen  might  wish  to  deliver  their  sentiments,  both*  in 
the  present  stage  and  when  the  bill  should  be  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  also  upon  the  third  reading.  Fie  hoped,  front  • 
the  candour  of  the  noble  lord,  that  he  would  agree  to  post* 
pone  this  business  till  a  farther  night. 

Lord  II.  Petti/  said  he  could  not  forego  tlie  bringing 
forward  this  measure  in  its  regular  course.  He  could  not 
'  sec  any  reason  why  gentlemen  who  wished  to  debate  \i 
should"  have  left  the  House.  They  had  notice  both  from* 
the  orders  of  the  House,  and  by  express  communication 
from  hiinself,  that  it  would  come  on  that  day,  and  he  could 
not  conceive  what 'circumstance  could  make  them  under- 
stand that  it  was  not  to  come  on.*  He  could  not  delay 
measures  of  importance  merely  because  gentlemen  dkl  not 
abuse  to  attend. 
c  $».  Ul.  l$05-6.  Y  y     . .  Mr. 
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Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Huskcsson  considered,  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  press  forward  a  business  of  such  importance, 
in  fhe  absence  of  gentlemen  who  wished  to  be  present  at  the 
discussion  of  it. 

The  Attorney  General  thought  that  no  sufficient  reason 
had  been  assigned  for  the  absence  of  any  member  who 
wished  to  be  present  at  the  discussion.  If  they  had  but 
taken  the  trouble  of  asking  if  the  business  would  come  on9 
they  would  have  been  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Sir  C.  Price  expressed  a  hope,  that  when  the  discussion 
came  on,  he  would  be  able  to  advance  some  new  grounds, 
Which  might  influence  many  members  to  change  their  opi- 
nion. 

Mr*  Windham  allowed  it  was  customary  to  postpone  a 
business  when  a  sufficient  reason  was  assigned,  but  not 
when  there  was  no  reason  at  all,  but  merely  that  several 
gentlemen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  speaking  upon  the  ques« 
tion,  chose  to  absent  themselves  that  night.  The  only 
fact  that  the  House  knew  was,  that  those  gentlemen  were 
not  in  their  places ;  but  as  to  the  allegation  of  the  noblo 
lord,  that  they  understood  the  business  was  not  to  come  on, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  could  have  inclined  them 
to  think  so. 

-  Lord  Castlereagk,  with  some  warmth,  said,  that  the 
noble  lord  (H.  Petty)  when  he  had  been  longer  in  office, 
would  learn,  that  it  was  not  the  most  fair  and  prudent  ex- 
ercise of  bis  authority  to  press  subjects  forward  to  discussion 
in  the  absence  of  those  who  could  assist  materially  in  the 
discussion. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  th  %t  the  business  should  not  be  retarded 
merely  on  an  allegatioi     *hat  some  members  had  misunder^  - 
stood  what  they  would       e  known,  if  they  had  bnt  taken 
the  trouble  to  inquire. 

After  a  few  observatu  'i  ,>ra  Sir  James  Pulteney,  the 
Dill  passed  the  committee,  <js  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
Dead  a  third  time  the  next  day  se'nnight. 

The  East  India  shipping  hill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
Committed  for  the  next  day. 

militia  bill, 

.  The  order  of  the  dav  for  the  second  reading  of  the  milU 
tia  tests  bill  being  read , 
\;  Mr.  Yorke  enquired  of  the  right  honourable  secretary* 


whether  it  was  intended  to  extend  the  principle  of  ibis  bill, 
Or  of  the  training  bill,  to  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  Windham  answered,  that  certainly  there  was  nd 
such  intention  as  to  the  training  bill,  nor  did  he  think 
there  was  any  upon  this  bill  either.  Bui  as  to  the  latter  hi 
was  not  prepared  to  answer  so  decisively. 

Sir  William  Elfor'd  requested  to  hare  some  explanation! 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  to  a  point  whicli 
he  did  not  fully  understand,  in  his  speech  upon  the  open- 
ing of  his  military  plan,  namely,  whether  he  proposed  to 
abolish  the  ballot  for  the  militia  altogether,  and  rechnt 
that  force  by  bounty,  or  merely  to  suspend  the  ballot  by 
May  of  experiment,  until  the  militia  should  be  reduced  tor 
the  number  at  which  they  were  in  future  to  remain  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  surprised  at  the  policy  of  de- 
clining to  extend  this  bill  and  the  training  bill  to  Scotland,' 
which  was  a  part  of  the  empire  so  peculiarly  distinguished 
for  its  military  character.  There  might  be  reasons  of  po- 
licy for  not  extending  the  principles  of  those  measures  to 
Ireland;  but,  he  could  not  conjecture  that  they  were  ap- 
plicable to  Scotland.  '  ".     * 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  in  reference  to  What  had  fallen 
Jrom  the  honourable  baronet  (Sir  William  Elforcj),  that  a 
more  proper  time  would  come  for  considering  thd  question 
relative  to  the  mode  of  keeping  up  our  militia  force  in  fu- 
ture. It  would  be  a  point  very  fit  to  be  mooted  hereafter^ 
Whether  that  force  should  be  supplied  by  ballot,  or  whe- 
ther recourse  should  be  had  to  recruiting  by  bounty.  But 
at  present  the  intention  was  rather  to  let  the  vacancies' 
which jnight  occur  in  the  militia,  remain  uhsupplied  until 
that  body  should  be  reduced  to  the  standard  at  which  it 
was  intended  permanently  io  continue. 

Sir  W.  Eljbrd  asked  whether,  if,  for  instance,  a  regi« 
giment  of  militia  should  be  reduced  one-half,  none  of  the 
Vacancies  in  that  regiment  should  be  filled  up  until  the 
whole  of  the  militia  oody  should  be  reduced  to  the  stand- 
ard which  the  right  honourable  secretary  had  in  view  ? 

Mr.  Windham  answered,  that  the  intention  was  exactly 
the  affirmative  of  the  honourable  baronet's  question. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  took  occasion  to  recommend  a  fiti> 
ther  recruiting  from  the  militia*  Indeed*  notwithstanding 
the  objections  urged  to  the  principle  of  that  plan,  hp  naif 
ther  saw  nor  heard  of  any  mischief  that  resulted  from  the 
.practice,  at  either  time  that  the  experiment  vtas  tried, 

Yy2  :    whito 
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while  he  knew;  that  it  was  highly  productive  to  the  army* 
J n  his  opinion  it  would  be  wise  iq »  allow  the  whole  of  the 
fnili,tia  to  volunteer  into  the  line,  and  when  reduced,  in 
consequence,  that  the  several  regiments  should  be  sent  to 
tKoir  respective  counties,  to  recruit  their  complement* 
l/pon  moving  such  complements,  he  would  rather  recom- 
mend that  tliey  should  be  divided  into  certain  portions,  to 
be  trainecjs  and  kept  under  arms  in  rotation,  a  certain  pari 
of  the  year,  instead  of  the  present  practiceof  keeping  the 
whole  body  under  arms  throughout  the  year,  which  struck 
him  to  be  quite  unnecessary  for  military  purposes,  and 
therefore  an  useless  ex  pence  to  the  country.  The  honour- 
able baronet  hoped  that  it  was  not  in  contemplation  to  get 
rid  of  the  ballot; — for  sure  he  was  that  if  that  mode  of 
raising  men  were  abandoned,  the  state  would  at  length  be 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  conscrip- 
tion. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  upon  the  motion 
for  its  committal, 

Mr.  Yarke  rose  to  ask  what  was  to  be  understood  as  the 
amount  of  the  militia  proposed  to  be  permanently  kept 
up  r  Previous  to  1S02,  that  establishment  amounted  to 
only  30,000,  but  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  that  year,  it 
was  raised  to  40,000  for  England  and  Wales,  and  8,000 
for  Scotland.  By  the  repeal  of  the  army  of  reserve  and 
additional  force  acts,  which  repealed  the  clauses  for  raising 
the  supplementary  militia,  these  clauses  were  again  come 
into  existence,  and  aijy  county  was  liable  to  be  called  upon, 
and  fined  for  neglecting  to  raise  such  militia,  unless  some 
legislative  provisions  were  adopted  to  guard  against  it. 
This  he  begged  leave  to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  tho- 
ught honourable  secretary:  but  his  principal  motive  in 
rising  was  to  ask  whether  it  was  intended  to  reduce  the  mi- 
litia to  the  antient  establishment,  or  to  that  settled  by  the 
act  of  1802  ? 

.  Mr-  Windham  replied  that  the  reduction  was  intended 
to  the  number  settled  by  the  act  of  1802.     As  to  the  other 
point,  the  right  honourable  secretary  had  said  that  care 
would  be  taken  to  make  the  necessary  provisions. 
„  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

MARQUIS  WELLESLBV. 

"The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  Oude 
charge,  Mr.  Hobhouse  in  the  chair,  when  on  the  motion 


of  Mr.  Paull,  Mftjor  General  St.  Legcr  was  called  iiu 
The  object  meant  to  be  gained  by  his  evidence,  was  the 
effective  force  of  the  27th  dragoons  to  which  he  then  be- 
longed, in  each  month,  during  the  time  they  were  em? 
ployed  in  the  Nabob's  service.  For  this,  however,  the  go* 
nerai  referred  to  the  returns  made. 

His  evidenee  being  finished,  the  chairman  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Friday;  Mr, 
Paull  having  previously  declared  that  the  only  other  evi- 
dence beside  Sir  James  Craig,  whom  be  had  to  examine, . 
was  Captain  Salmon,  if  on  the  production  of  the  account 
even  the  reexamination  of  that  witness  should  be  deemed 
necessary. 

On  the' motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  the  return  of  the  actual 
strength  of  the  27th  dragoons,  as  ordered  to  be  made  oj^ 
the  5th  June  Inst,  was  ordered  to  be  madeforthwith. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  the  Newfoundland  fishery 
bill,  which  was  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  sc-. 
Qond  time. 

Mr.  Vansittart  presented  an  account  of  the  sums  paid 
from  the  civil  list  unprovided  for  by  Parliament,  according 
to  order. 

On  his  motion  all  humble  address  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty  for  a  farther  list  of  all  such  sums 
still  unprovided  for. 

The  others  were  postponed,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  &>. 

In  the  committee  of  privileges,  evidence  was  examined 
respecting  the  claim  of  Sir  Cecil  Bishop  to  the  barony  of 
Zouch.  Mr.  Adam  was  beard  in  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
and  the  attorney -general  on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  The 
further  consideration  of  the  claim  was  then  postponed  to 
that  day  fortnight. 

Some  further  discussion  took  place  in  the  committee  of 
privileges,  during  which  strangers  were  excluded. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  appeal,  Martin  v.  Macnabb,, 
was  postponed  till  the  nest*day. 

The  excise  regulation  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  am} 
committed  for  the  next  day. 

Simpsons 
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-  Simpson's  divorce  bill  passed  through  a  committee,  in 
which  thcelause  for  bastardising  the  children  was  on  the 
motion  of  the  lord  chancellor,  struck  out.  Report  the  next 
day. 

The  committee  on  the  Irish  post  roads  bill  was  postponed 
till  the  next  day. 

Lord"  Viscount  Melville  adverted  to  the  dispatches  re- 
cently received  from  India,  announcing  events  of  the  great* 
est  importance  in  their  nature  and  consequences,  and  to  ther 
absence  of  a  noble  lord,  from  whom  he  wished  to  derive 
sdme  information  connected  with  this  subject.  His  object 
at  present  was  to  state  to  the  House,  that  on  Monday  next, 
if  the  noble  lord  to  whom  he  had  alluded  should  then  be  in 
bis  place,  he  should  ask  a  question  of  that  noble  lord  re- 
specting the  ultimate  determination  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment relative  to  Sir  George  Barlow ;  and  if  the  Answer  he 
received  was  not  satisfactory  to  his  mind,  he  should  then 
give  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject. 

It  having  been  suggested  to  summon  the  lordti  for  that- 
day, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  objected  that  it  was  titmsual  to 
summon  their  lordships  for  a  rtotice. 
s  Lord  Viscotint  Melville  in  explanation  said,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  give  any  notice  now  of  a  motion,  but  that  it 
would  depend  on  the  answer  he  received  on  Monday,  whe- 
ther he  should  then  give  notice  of  any  motion. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Temple-bar  and  Snow-hill 
lottery  bill, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  urged  several  objections  to  the  bill, 
which  he  did  not  think  ought  to  be  viewed  in  the  same  fa- 
vourably light  as  the  lotteries  of  Alderman  Boydcll  and  Mr. 
Bowyer,  wuich  were  connected  with  a  national  object.  Jn 
this  instance  the  parties  had  speculated  with  a  view  to  their 
own  individual  interest,  and  he  thought  that  Parliament 
ought  not  to  interfere  ih  their  favour  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed* The  extension  of  lottery  bills  he  objected  to  in  ge- 
neral, as  tending  to  encourage  gambling. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  agreed  in  the  general  objection  to 
ihe  extension  of  lotteries  urged  by  his  noble  friend,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  this  bill  would  in  arty  degree  tend  to  en«* 
courage  a  spirit  of  gambling,  where  it  was  most  injurious, 
tmong  the  lower  classes  of  the  people.  He  conceived  this 
Bill  to  be  connected  with  a  great  public  object,  that  of  beau- 
tifying the  metropolis;  and  after  the  deterioration -trhich  the 

parties 


panics  had  experienced  in  their  property,  from  unavoidable 
causes,  and  the  expence  they  had  been  put  to  in  carrying 
<hei)ill  to  its  present  stage,  he  submitted  to  the  noble  duke 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable,  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  case  stood,  that  the  bill  should  pass. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  3d  time  and  pasted.  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    JUNE   26. 

A  person  from  the  customs  presented  the  accounts  order- 
ed the  preceding  day,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland,  relative  to  the  shipping  concerned  in  the 
trade  of  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  &c.  which  account  was 
ordered  to  tie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Irish  export 
and  import  bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  S.  Lefevre  presented  a  petition  from  certain  raer-> 
chants,  traders,  and  fishmongers,  and  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Brighton,  in  favour  of  the  Brighton  jetty  bill.  Ordered 
ta  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tieraey  presented  a  petition  from  certain  butchers 
and  fcllmongers,  resident  within  fifteen'  miles  of  London, 
against  the  flaying  bill.   Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Irish  revenue  jurisdiction  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Monday. 

The  House  in  a  committee  went  through  the  Irish  distil* 
lery  bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the 
next  day. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  pursuant  to  notice, 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee,  of  July  1803,  re- 
lative to  a  light-house  at  the  Bell,  off  Gape  Rock,  on  the 
pastern  coast  of  Scotland,  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House*  Ordered,  and  that  the  said  committee 
should  sit  the  next  day. 

Mr.'  Grenfell  presented  a  petition  from  the  London  as- 
surance company,  against  the  Globe  insurance  incorpora- 
tion bill.  Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  upon  the 
(Said  bill,  and  that  counsel  should  be  heard  in  support  of  the 
said  petition. 

.  Mr.  Calcrafl  moved,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  leave  to  bring. 
fa)  a  bill  for  granting  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of 
pertain  lands  at  Chatham,  Woolwich,  and  Warlcy<om- 
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nion,  upon  whiph,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  the  44th  of 
his  Majesty,  certain  buildings  had  been  erected  for  tho  vs* 
of  the  ordnance.  Leave  given.  The  bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in,  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  the  rtext  day. 

*  Mr.  King  brought  in  a  bill  for  amending  the  post-office 
acts,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  secret  conveyance  of  letters, 
to  the  injury  of  the  post-office  revenue.  Read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Hobbouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  office  of  the  receiver-general  of  the  post-office* 
&c.  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Rose  presented  a  petition  from  the  trustees  of  the 
British  Museum,  praying  aid  to  complete  the  purchase  of 
Mr.  Townley's  collection,  and  to  finish  ftie  buildings  now 
erecting  for  the  use  of  that  institution. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  having  communicated  his  Majesty ?* 
consent  to  this  petition,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

VOMJOTEERS. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  said,  that  in  consequence  of  some* 
thing  he  had  heard  was  mentioned  in  the  House  the  preced- 
ing day,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state,  that  no  commu- 
nication whatever  was  ftmde  to  the  volunteers  from  the  exe- 
cutive government  since  the  1st  of  February  last,  arid  that 
there  existed  no  disposition  whatever  to  withhold  any  in- 
formation that  might  be  desired  upon  the  subject.  Every 
paper  that  had  been  ordered  was  already  before  the  House ; 
and  if  the  honourable  colonel  who  alluded  to  this  subject 
the  preceding  day,  thought  proper  to  move  for  ofhers,  they 
would,  if  forthcoming,  be  immediately  granted.  Here  tho 
honourable  member  read  the  papers  relative  to  the  volun- 
teers, which  had  been  written  from  thfc  secretary  of  state's 
office  since  January  last  j  and  expressed  his  readiness  to 
accede  to  any  motion  that  might  be  made  for  their  produc- 
tion. The  honourable  member  took  notice  of  the  order  for 
regular  returns  from  the  several  volunteer  corps,  with  which 
order  the  corps  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  colo- 
nel had  not  complied ;  and  before  the  honourable  colonel 
had  ventured  to  charge  a  public  officer  with  neglect  of  duty,- 
he  ought  to  have  taken  care,  if  not  to  perform  his  own  pub- 
lie  duty,  at  least  to  be  better  informed  as  to  the  attention  of 
others  tp  that  point, 

Co/, 
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Col.  Bastard  disclaimed  the  intention  of  imputing  any 
neglect  to  the  office  to  which  the  honourable  member  allud- 
ed. The  honourable  colonel  would  be  glad  to  have  all  the 
volunteers  on  the  same'estabUshment,  and  therefore  did  not 
object  to  the  proposed  change.  As  to  the  returns  which 
Ought  to  have  been  made  from  the  corps  under  his  com- 
mand, he  had  to  Arte  that  although  the  commander  of  fiva 
or  six  battalions,  he  left  altogether  the  drawing  of  pay  and 
the  making  of  returns  to  the  commanders  of  the  several  bat- 
talions, he  being  himself  unable  to  attend  to  such  things, 
from  his  connection  with  the  militia,  with  whom  he  gene- 
rally was  out  of  the  county  in  which  the  volunteers  alluded 
to  were  stationed.  The  honourable  colonel  concluded  with 
moving  for  copies  of  the  letters  addressed  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  secretary  of  state's  office,  to  Mr.. Moore,  of  the  war-office, 
dated  January  27,  and  February  1  ;  and  also  of  that  ad- 
dressed by  Earl  Spencer  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  in  March 
last. 

The  two  first  letters  were  ordered,  aind  upon  the  motion 
being  put  as  to  the  last, 

Col.  Bastard  expressed  a  hope  that  the  volunteers  would 
know  ere  long  upon  what  footing  they  were  to  stand,  as 
much  confusion  resulted  from  the  uncertainty  in  which  they 
\me  at  present  placed.  Indeed  the  evil  was  such,  that  he 
could  with  difficulty  contrive  to  keep  quiet  the  corps  over 
which  he  had  influence,  until  their  fate  should  be  known. 
Perhaps  this  uneasiness  might  have  arisen  from  misrepre- 
sentation, but  certainly  the  regulations  respecting  the  vo- 
lunteers ought  to  be  announced  with  all  convenient  expe- 
dition. 

Mr v5 'Wynne  was  surprised  that  any  such  uncertainty 
should  prevail,  as  the  honourable  colonel  alluded  to.  For 
it  was  already  very  explicitly  declared,  that  among  that 
great  majority  of  the  volunteers,  who  were  on  the  August 
allowance,  no  change  whatever  has  taken  place,  excepting 
the  reduction  of  the  drill  Serjeants'  pay.  And  as  to  those 
on  the  June  allowances,  the  intended  change  was  very  fully 
understood.  With  regard  to  the  other  point  in  the  honour- 
able colonel's  speech  upon  the  subject  of  the  future  regu- 
lations of  the  volunteers,  they  were  of  course  to  act  upon 
the  regulations  at  present  existing,  until  the  new  regulations 
were  communicated  to  them.  These  new  regulations  were 
already  in  a  very  forward. train,  and  would  be  sent  to  the 
several  corps- as  soon  as  they  (O'-dd  be  prepared.    Upon  the 
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conduct  of  the  honourable  colonel,  or  his  corps,  he  meant 
to  make  no  other  remark  thaji  Mas  warranto;!  oy  fact.  As 
to  drawing  for  pay,  he  could  not  say  that  the  honqurabl? 
colonel's  sub-cointnandcrs  bad  neglected  their  duty  upon 
that  point,  nor  indeed  did  he  ever  hear  of  any  volunteer 
officers  who  were  at  all  remiss  in  drawiug  for  pay ;  but  he 
was  enabled  to  state,  from  papers  he  heltl  in  his  hand,  that 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  endeavours  on  the  part  of  the 
secretary  of  state's  office,  and  frequent  exhortations  to  the 
several  commandants,  to  make  the  regular  returns  four 
times  u  year,  no  return  had  been  made  from  the  corps  under 
the  honourable  colonel's  command,  on  any  of  the  quarters 
ending  in  theVnonths  of  August,  December,  or  April  last. 

Mr.  Long  asked  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  was 
competent  to  answer,  whether  it  was  meant  that  if  any  of 
the  corps  upon  the  August  allowance  should  be  reduced  in 
number,  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  admit  new  members, 
under  the  same  regulations  as  formerly  ? 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  answered,  certainly,  until  fresh  regula- 
tions should  be  made  out. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  S.  Bourne, 

Mr.  Wynne,  repeated,  that  no  diminution  of  allowance 
to  the  August  volunteers  would  take  place ;  at  the  same 
time  he  begged  to  be  understood  as  not  pledging  himself  to 
that  point. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Newfoundland  trade  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  W  vnnc  brought  up  the  papers  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Colonel  Bastard.   Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANKRUPT    LAWS. 

The  Solicitor  General  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  bankrupt 
laws,  or  rather,  he  said,  more  correctly  speaking,  to  remove 
pertain  defects  in  those  laws.  It  was  by  no  means  his  in- 
tention to  attempt  the  amendment  of  the  whole  of  the  law 
upon  this  subject,  but  to  remove  certain  great  defects,  the 
mischievous  consequences  of  which  were  every  day  observ- 
ed, and  most  sensibly  felt  by  all  who  had  any  opportunity 
of  considering  the  question.  His  object  at  present  simply 
was,  to  introduce  some  regulations  which  were  obviously 
necessary.  According  to  the  existing  bankrupt  law,  any 
acts  done,  or  debts  contracted  by  the  bankrupt,  in  the  course 
2  of 
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of  the  period  which  intervened  between  the  committal. of 
the  act  of  bankruptcy  and  the  taking  out  of  the  commis- 
sion, was,  as  it  affected  the  creditors,  completely  annulled. 
The  evils  resulting  from  this  provision  were  of  the  most  se- 
rious nature ;  for  it  often  happened  that  a  bankrupt  had 
sold  a  real  estate,  and  received  the  money  for  it,  after  the 
committal  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  yet,  unless  accord* 
ing  to  the  act  of  the  21st  of  James  I.  such  sale  had  taken 
place  five  years  before  the  commission  was  taken  out,  the 
purchaser  was  deprived  of  his  purchase,  and  it  became  the 
property  of  the  assignees  of  the  bankrupt.     Another  evil 
resulting  from  the  present  law  was,  that  if  money  was  lent 
to  a  bankrupt  at  any  time  during  the  period  just  referred  to9 
sucli  mefney  was  liable  to  be  distributed  among  the  credit- 
ors, and  the  lender  was  not,  any  more  than  the  purchaser 
of  the  estate,  allowed  even  the  small  consolation  01  receiving 
a  dividend,  or  any  portion  of  his  money  from  the  bank- 
rupt's effects,  nor  had  he,  indeed,  any  remedy  at  all.    The 
learned  gentleman  referred  to  the  acts  which  it  was  his  ob- 
ject to  amend,  and  proceeded  to  observe  upon  their  nature, 
the  principle  of  all  which  was  to  protect  the  debts  of  a  bona 
Jide  creditor's  bankrupt.  That  act,  the  House  must  be  fully 
aware,  which  in  law  was  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  was  by  no 
means  an  act  of  notoriety ,  nor  even  such  generally  as  a  cre- 
ditor could  by  the  utmost  vigilance  contrive  to  know.    In 
most  cases,  indeed,  it  was  an  act  known  only  to  the  bank- 
rupt himself,  or  any  of  his  servants,  who  by  his  direction 
denied  his  being  at  home  upon  a  creditor's  calling  for  him* 
Why  then,  the  learned  gentleman  asked,  should  such  mis- 
chiefs as  those  he  hadxlcscribcd  be  allowed  tq  accrue  to  men 
liable  to  deal  with  a  bankrupt  under  such  circumstances? 
and  why  should  their  ignorance  of  an  event,  which  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  know,  be  permitted  to  involve 
the  forfeiture  of  their  just  claims  ?   But  these  were  not  all 
the  evils  which  the  present  law  produced  ;  for  it  was  not 
less  severe  against  the  bankrupt  himself  than  it  was  against 
his  creditors.     The  avowed  principle  of  the  bankrupt  law 
was,  J  hat  when  a  ba;  krupt  gave  up  all  his  property  he 
should  be  discharged  from  all  his  debts  :  but  by  the  law  as 
it  now  stood,  that  principle  was  not  acted  upon  ;  for  the 
bankrupt's  total  release  from  the  commission  did  not  pro- 
tect him  from  thosogdebts  which  he  might,  perhaps  un- 
knowingly, have  cojBmctcd  after  the  committal  of  the  act 
of  bankruptcy  which  led  to  such  commission  5  therefore 
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tin*  bankrupt  was  placed  in  the  extraordinary  situation  of 
being  called  upon  to  pay  that  %\  hich  he  could  have  no  pro- 
perty to  pay,  unless  he  were  guilty  of  an  act  of  felony. 

What  he  had  already  stated  the  learned  gentleman  con- 
ed ved  quite  enough  to  impress  upon  t  lie  House  the  necessity  , 
of  amending  this  law.  JBut  there  ^as  a  still  greater  evil  1 
than  any  he  had  mentioned,  produced  by  the  present  sys- 
tem. If,  after  a  commission  had  been  taken  out,  an  act  of 
bankruptcy  was  proved  anterior  to  that  upon  which  the 
commission  was  grounded,  all  the  proceedings  of  such  com- 
mission \utc  void,  and  the  commission  was  superseded.  In 
consequence  of  which  the  assignees,  who  were  made  respon- 
sible for  all  the  bankrupt's  property  they  possessed,  or  bad 
previously  sold,  were  priced  in  a  situation  of  extreme  hard- 
ship. It  had  not  unfrequently  happened,  find  irjdced,  in 
the  course  of  his  own  experience,  he  had  known  an  instance 
in  which  a  first,  second,  and  even  a  third  commission  had 
bee?*  set  aside  in  this  way.  In  that  instance,  as  no  doubt  in. 
others,  the  object  was  to  defeat  the  proceedings  taken  against 
the  binkrupt,  by  whom,  with  that  intention,  the  anterior 
acts  of  bankruptcy  were  kept  back. 

If  then,  in  addition  to  the  injuries  thus  arising  to  the  - 
bankrupts,  the  assignees,  and  the  creditors,  one  considered 
the  enormous  expence  of  actions  depending  on  the  com- 
mittal of  acts  of  bankruptcy,  the  amount  of  the  bankrupt's 
property  dissipated  in  such  actions,  and  with  no  other  ob- 
ject in  general  than  mere  litigation,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
teel  astonished  that  the  law  should  have  been  suffered  to  re- 
main so  long  in  its  present  state. 

Three  modes  were  suggested,  the  learned  gentleman 
stated,  of  remedying  the  evils  complained  of:  the  first  was, 
entirely  to  abolish  one  of  the  great  principles  of  the  present 
bankrupt  laws,  namely,  that  no  man  should  be  considered 
a  bankrupt  until  the  time  at  which  the  commission  should 
be  taken  out.  But  various  objections  offered  against  this 
suggestion,  arising  out  of  the  expedients  notoriously  re- 
sorted to  by  bankrupts  fraudulently  disposed.  Another 
provision  was  recommended,  that  nd  commission  should  be 
granted  unless  the  act  of  bankruptcy  alleged  by  the  peti- 
tioning creditor  had  taken  place  a  certain  time  before  the 
commission,  according  to  the  advice  of  some,  three  or  six 
months.  But  to  this  recommendation  he  knew  of  several 
objections,  which  urged  at  least  the  propriety  of  a  much 
greater  distance  of  time.     When  it  was  considered  how  ro* 
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luctanlly  creditors  in  general  took  out  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy,  how  frequently  they  granted  a  deed  of  trust  iji 
order  to  avoid  bringing  ex  pence  and  trouble  upon  them- 
selves, or  disgrace  and  ruin  upon  the  bankrupt,  and  when 
it  was  recollected  that  those  deeds  were  often  protracted 
much  longer  than  six  months,  he  trusted  the  House  would' 
feel  that  no  such  period  ought  to  be  fixed.  But  although 
great  inconvenience  and  injustice  might  result  from  such  an 
arrangement,  still  the  law  was  not  to  be  left  as  it  stood.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  without  fixing  any  period  upon  this 
point,  bona  fide  debts  contracted  by  the  bankrupt  at  any 
time  before  the  commission,  should  be  recoverable  from  the 
effects  of  the  bankrupt,  notwithstanding  any  previous  act 
of  bankruptcy.  This  seemed  to  be  the  only  remedy  fairly 
applicable  to  that  part  of  the  law,  namely,  that  all  honest 
debts  Contracted,  all  payments  made,  all  conveyances  and 
engagements  entered  into  by  the  bankrupt,  should  lx»  good 
and  valid,  notwithstanding  any  previous  act  of  bankruptcy, 
provided  thtf  ]nn*son  or  persons  entering  into  such  contracts 
or  lending  such  mngey  to  the  bankrupt,  should  have  no 
notice  of  such  act  of  bankruptcy,  or  knowledge  of  the  bank- 
rupt's insolvency.  He  proposed  too,  that  as  to  such  debts, 
the  bankrupt's  certificate  should  be  a  protection,  as  coin-" 
plete  as  with  regard  to  any  debts  claimed  under  the  com- 
mission. Another  object  of  the  bill  he  meant  to  bring  for- 
ward would  be,  that  no  commission  of  bankruptcy  should 
be  superseded  in  consequence  of  previous  acts  of  bank- 
ruptcy done  by  the  bankrupt ;  and  also,  that  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  bankrupt,  which  were  not  payable  until  after 
the  commission  was  taken  out,  should  be  provable  under 
the  commission,  whether- they  were  simple  debts  or  those 
for  which  securities  were  given.  The  learned  gentleman 
concluded  with  observing,  that  these  were  the  only  objects 
which  the  bill  he  proposed  to  bring  forward  had  in  view. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  Generals,  with  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Morris,*  and 
others,  were  appointed  to'  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Hobhduse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  propriety  of  granting  certain  salaries  to  the  new  com- 
missioners for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  it  was  ordered  (hat  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  auditors'  bill,  do  make  provi- 
sion pursuant  to  the  said  resolution.  A  similar  order  was 
jnadc  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  bring  in  the  Greenwich 
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pension  bill,  upon  the  resolution  of  the  committee  upon  the 
prize  act  which  sat  the  preceding  day. 

Sir  John  Newport  brought  in,  and  moved  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  Irish  infirmary  and  poor-house  bill. 

Mr.  Bagwell  presented  his  thanks  to  his  right  honour- 
able friena,  for  Discovering  and  bringing  in  this  measure  for 
the  relief  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber recommended  the  erection  of  houses  of  industry  in  the 
several  counties  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Foster  was  quite  adverse  to  the  principle  and  provi- 
sions of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alexander  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Bernard  was  surprised  at  the  opposition  to  this  mea- 
sure, the  necessity  for  which  must  be  obvious  to  any  man 
who  had  at  all  travelled  in  Ireland. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  John  Newport,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  the  next  day* 

The  House  in  committee  went  through  the  East  India 
shipping  bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
the  next  day. 

TRAINING  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  the  House  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  general  training  bill. 

In  the  committee  Mr*  Yorke  observed,  that  there  were 
many  inaccuracies  in  the  bill,  yet  as  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
general  principle,  he  had  been  willing  that  it  should  go 
into  a  committee,  in  order  to  sec  what  amendments  should 
be  made.  It  was  desirable  that  we  should  have  such  a  bill 
on  our  statute-book,  not  only  on  account  of  the  training, 
but  because  such  a  measure  would  tend  to  blend  the  mili- 
tia and  volunteers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  second 
line  for  the  army.  But  he  objected  to  the  bill,  first,  be- 
cause it  differed  from  the  measure  which  he  had  proposed 
in  IS03,  in  this,  that  it  went  to  restrain  the  prerogative  of 
the. Crown,  whereas  his  bill  extended  it.  His  next  objec- 
tion was,  that  the  provision  of  the  bill  did  not  extend  to 
North  Britain,  and  he  could  not  see  why  Scotland  should 
be  exempted.  As  to  the  volunteers  of  Scotland  being  bet-  , 
tor  trained,  and  the  necessity  of  this  measure  being  there- 
fore superseded  as  far  as  respected  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  ought  to  be  considered  that  most  of  these  volun- 
teers had  been  on  the  June  allowances,  and  that  when 
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these  were  taken  away  it  was  likely  that  their  numbers 
would  be  much  diminished.  He  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  word  "  England"  be  left  out,  and  that  the  words 
u  Great  Britain"  should  be  substituted  in  its  stead. 

Mr.  Windham  stated  the  reasons  why  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  should  not  immediately  extend  to  Scotland.  *In 
fhe  first  place,  to  a  great  part  of  the  country,  especially 
that  part  called  the  highlands,  the  bill  would  not  apply, 
and  besides,  from  the  general  habits  of  the  people,  it  was 
less  necessary.  In  Scotland  the  people  were  also  better 
trained  and  more  military  than  here.  The  state  of  the  vo- 
lunteers was  superior,  according  to  what  he  had  learned, 
not  in  point  of  numbers,  for  lie  did  not  know  that  in  this 
respect  they  exceeded  their  proper  proportion,  but  in  point 
of  discipline.  But  then  came  the  objection  that  the  num- 
bers of  the  volunteers  would  be  much  diminished  by  with- 
drawing the  J  une  allowances.  Though  gentlemen  seemed 
to  hold  out  such  considerations  as  these  somewhat  in  the 
way  of  a  menace,  yet  he  was  willing  to  hope  that  this  me- 
nace or  expectation  was  ill-founded.  It  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered, that  if  the  allowance  was  diminished,  the  duty  was 
also  diminished.  To  that  part  of  Scotland  called  the  low- 
lands certainly  the  bill  might  be  more  applicable;  but  still 
it  was  thought  proper  to  try  the  experiment  in  England, 
and  not  to  include  Scotland  in  the  first  instance.  There 
might  be  reasons  why  it  should  not  extend  to  Scotland  at 
all,  though  he  rather  thought  it  might  at  some  future  time; 
but  at  all  events  it  would  be  imprudent  to  extend  it  to 
Scotland  now.  Another  reason  was  the  advanced  state  of 
the  session,  when  many  gentlemen  of  that  country  were 
out  of  town,  and,  therefore,  he  would  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 

Sir  James  PuUenet/suvr  no  reason  why  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  should  not  extend  to  Scotland.  It  might  not  ap- 
ply to  the  Highlands  ;  but  why  not  extend  it  to  the  Low- 
lands, which  was  the  most  populous  part  of  the  country, 
and  that  part  too  which  was  most  exposed  to  attacks  from 
the  opposite  coast?  He  allowed  the  excellence  of  the  vo- 
lunteers in  that  country,  but  it  was  to  be  considered,  that 
on  account  of  the  distance  from  the  capital,  there  was  but 
ri  small  regular  force  kept  there,  and  therefore  it  ought  to 
h*ve  the  advantage  of  every  other 'mode  of  defence. 
Whether  or  not  the  volunteers  would  be  diminished,  he 
should  not  say,  but  he  hoped  that  whether  the  provisions 
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of  the  bill  were  to  be  applied  to  Scotland  this  year -or  not, 
tliev  should  be  afterwards  applied  to  it. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  as  to  the  point  of  the  bill's  not 
being  applicable  to  Scotland,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  of  1803 had,  in  fact,  extended  to  that  country.  The 
reasons  given  for  not  extending  this  measure  to  Scotland 
were  perfectly  nugatory,  for  they  would  apply  equally 
■well  to  many  parts  of  Wales,  Cumberland  and  West- 
moreland, in  the  mountainous  districts  of  which  the  po- 
pulation was  ycry  much  scattered.  But  at  any  rate  there 
was  no  Reason  wh  v  the  bill  should  not  extend  to  the  Low- 
lands  of  Scotland.  Though  the  people  might  be  more 
military  and  better  trained,  still  the  King  ought  to  have 
the  power  of  calling  them  out;  and  thislic  might  exer- 
cise according  to  his  discretion,  and  exempt  particular 
districts  as  circumstances  should  require.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  executing  the  milijia  laws  in  Scotland,  and 
why  should  not  this  measure  be  extended  to  that  country, 
when  the  principle  was  the  same  ?  But  then  it  had  been 
said  that  the  volunteers  were  in  a  better  state  there.  It 
was  certainly  to  be  considered,  that  these  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  June  allowances,  and  scarcely  any  motive 
but  their  zeal  would  remain  to  keep  them  together ;  and 
here  the  reasoning  of  the  ministers  themselves,  that  a  vari- 
ety of  motives,  such  as  the  ballot  for  the  militia  and  the 
army  of  reserve,  were  necessary  to  induce  men  to  continue 
in  those  corps,  might  be  turned  against  themselves.  He 
would  certainly,  therefore,  support  the  amendment. 

Colonel  Wood  observed  that  the  militia  laws  were  new  in 
Scotland,  and  had  at  first  occasioned  considerable  dissatis- 
faction there.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  for  another  year,  before  the  principle  of  this 
bill  should  be  extended  to  Scotland. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  his  reason  for  not  wishing  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  Scotland,  in  the  first 
instance,  was,  that  the  experiment  might  not  b£  tried  on 
too  great  a  surface,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  the 
country  where  it  was  most  applicable.  As  to  the  act  of 
1803)  it  was  to  be  considered  that  it  had  not  been  carried 
intd  effect;  and  it  was  questionable  whether,  at  the  time 
it  was  brought  in,  it  was  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
'  Colonel  Bastard  disapproved  of  the  invidious  practice 
of  giving  such  a  marked  preference  to  the  volunteers  of 
Scotland.    He  contended  that  the  volunteers  of  England 

were- 


frere,  in  every  point  of  view,  equally  deserving*  But  his 
reason  for  wishing  that  the  bill  should  apply  to  both  gouj** 
tries  was,  that  few  or  none  would  come  out  uadev  thi»  bill 
who  could  pay  the  fine,  and  therefore  it  would  operate  as  • 
tax  which  ought  to  be  equally  borne  by  both  countries. 
This  bill  imposed  fines  like  the  parish  bill,  and  wg  had  al- 
ready shewn  the  people  that  they  ought  not  to.  pay  them, 
as  the  fines  under  the  parish  bill  had  been  remitted*  lie 
thought,  however,  that  both  countries  should  be  equally 
taxed.  The  late  period  of  the  session  he  considered- as  na 
objection  to  this.  .  »     , 

Mr.  Windham  remarked,  that  gentlemen  argued  as  if 
he  had  said  that  the  lateness  of  the  session  precluded  him 
from  doing  what  he  otherwise  would  have  done.  He  had 
said  no  such  thing,  for  though  this  might  be  a  motive  for  the 
House  to  oppose  the  Amendment,  he  allowed  that  it  was 
no  justification  of  ministers.  But  he  bad  said,  that  at 
whatever  time  the  measure  might  have  been  brought  for* 
ward  it  ought  not  to  apply,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Scot* 
land.  As  to  the  general  principle  of  applying  to  one 
part  what  Was  not  applied  to.  another,  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  ought  to  think  of  their  own  practice,  aqd 
not  insist  on  the  principle  of  equality  too  broadly,  because 
in  thai  view  Ireland  also  ought  to  be  included*  There 
might  be  reasons  why  the  bill  should  not  apply  to  Scot- 
land for  two  or  three  years.  Perhaps  it  uiigtyt  never  ap- 
ply, although  he  rather  thought  that  it  might  some  tint 
hence.  The  *nilitia  ballofctoo,  was  in.'  force  in  Scotland, 
and  this  wodiid  be  a*  motive  for  th?  volunteers  .to  continue 
•in  their  corps. '  Asitbe  situation  of  Scotland  was  not  so  fa* 
-vonrablc  to  this  bill}  we  might,  in  applying  it*;  also  lose 
the  good  will  of  the  people.    «  •  ;■»»<  '  ,,v#      ' 

Lord  C(i5(/€re^ft  observed  ^  that  ifthis  bill  was  aofetobe 
applied  to  Scotland  because  it  wduWkudbhf  eatisfecf ory,  it 
ou»ht  not,  for  the samerteasoh,  todbk ap|diedtb any  part* 
If  it  was  intended  as  ah  experiment,  the  experiment  ought 
to  be  tried  on  a  narrowed  ««frfaoe  tC*)U,iaiifcl  .to  fcd<cbnfihed 
to  Hie  county  of  Norfolk,'  with  which  the  right  honour* 
able  secretary  lias  more  particularly!  cdniected.  As«fo 
Ireland,  no  argument 'whatever »ceul0  be  'founded  onita 
not  being  proper  to  applythe  bill  tb  that  couotnr^  jptifaA 
vour  of  the  execption'of  Scotland.  The  state  of  the  twfr 
comities  was  totally  diffiJrehfc  The  cirbtimstance  of  'the 
militia-ballot  being  still  in  force  in  Scotland  pointed  oat  \a 
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him  a  defect  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  military 
system,  of -which  he  had  not  before  been  aware.  The  mi- 
litia-ballot was  to  be  given  up  here  because  it  injured  the 
recruiting  service.  But  now  it  appeared  that  it  was  still 
retained  in  that  place  where  the  recruiting  could  succeed 
best.  He  thought  that  both  countries  ought  to  be  included 
in  this  bill. 

Mr*  Whitbread  made  a  variety  of  observations -on  the 
former  defence  bill,  which,  he  said,  had  produced  effects  of 
"which  its  authors  were  not  aware,  and  which  had  excited  a 
zeal  for  forming  volunteer  corps,  winch  they  afterwards  eiv- 
deavoured  to  repress.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  bill  would 
operate  as  a  moftey  bill ;  but  he  thought,  that  very  few  of 
the  lower  classes  would  hesitate  for  a  moment,  whether  thej 
should  pay  5/.  of  fine,  or  submit  to  the  discipline  of  a  short 
period,  for  which  also  they  were  to  be  paid,  as  a  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  time.  He  did  not  conceive  that  those 
who  were  drilled,  under  the  operation  of  the  bill,  would  be 
tmbjected  to  any  sort  of  ridicule*  There  might  be  reasons 
for  exempting  Scotland  for  Die  present,  arising  from  distinc- 
tions between  the  two  countries ;  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
any  corps  was  about  to  be  disbanded,  because  the  June 
allowances  were  to  be  withdrawn. 

Lord  Castlereagh  and  Colonel  Bastard  explained. 
-   Mr.  Bahkes  declared  that  he  had  never  heard  a  mea- 
sure supported  on  such  slender  grounds,  or  by  so  little  good 
•ense.     The  bill  was  to  be  considered  both  in  the  light  of  a 
benefit  and  a  burden,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  con- 
fining its  effects  to  one  part  of  the  country.    With  regard 
to  the  most  extensive  and  populous  part  of  Scotland,  what- 
ever was  applicable  to  England  wasolso  applicable  to  Scot- 
land* As  to  the  bill  being  a  matter  of  experiment,  he  would 
ask,  ^as  a  small  surface  selected,  when  it  was  proposed  to  * 
extend  the  experiment  to  all  England?  and  why  should 
England  alone  be  selected  for  this  .experiment,  which,  if 
not  found  to  answer,  was  to  be  withdrawn,  after  the  feelings 
fcf  Englishmen  had  been  sported  with?    Wene  we  so  vile 
and  contemptible  as  to  be  called  upon  to  bear  this  burden 
alone?  From  all  he  had  heard  of  the  volunteers  of  Scotland, 
he  was  disposed  to  speak  of  them  with  respect,  but  it  garc 
him  pain  to  listen  to  the  invidious  and  unfair  comparison 
that  had  been  made  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  this 
night-    He  woula  ask  him,  .wJbat  he  had  to  complain  of  as 
to  the  zeal  or  discipline  of  the  volunteers  of  England  ?   Oq 
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the  whole  he  thought,  that  Scotland,  where  the  great  botly 
of  the  people  had  the  snme  manners  and  habits  with  the 

Seoplcofthis  country,  should  not  be  exempted  from  abur- 
en  which  this  country  was  to  bear*  With  regard  to  the 
number  of  men  that  would  come  forward  to  be  disciplined; 
he  was  not  very  sanguine  on  that  point.  It  would  be  a 
material  drawback  with  many,  to  consider  that  they  were 
liable  to  be  drafted  into  any  regular  regiment,  for  an  unli- 
mited period,  as  might  happen  to  be  the  case  under  thebill. 
Colonel  Eyre  considered,  that  for  a  permanent  military 
arrangement,  there  was  too  much  of  severity  in  this  system- 
The  people  of  England  were  ready  to  bear  those  hardships 
whicn  appeared  necessary,  but  not  those  burdens  for  which 
they  could  see  no  necessity.  When  there  was  a  pressing 
danger,  the  volunteers' appeared  sufficient  to  meet  it :  and  if 
there  was  any  relaxation  in  their  discipline,  or  deficiency 
in  their  numbers  at  the  present  time,  it  was  merely  because 
the  danger  was  less  urgent. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  thought  the  provisions  of  the  bill  not 
applicable  to  Scotland  at  present.  •  When  it  was  now  ar- 
gued that  this  bill,  by  inflicting  a  fine,  imposed  a  great  bur- 
den on  the  people  of  England,  he  must  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke)  who  brought 
in  the  other  bill,  that  that  was  supported  merely  by  argu- 
ments on  what  was  called  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  there  were  no  means  given  of  escaping  .its 
operation,  even  upon  the  payment  of  a  fine.  It  mUst^ihere- 
fore,  evidently  appear,  that  the  former  bill  was  a  greater 
burden  imposed  upon  the  people  of  England.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  was  mistaken  who  supposed,  that  because 
the  fines  were  remitted*  which  were  due  in  consequence'  of 
tlie  parish  bill,  thai  therefore  the  fines  must  be  remitted 
which  would  become  due  under  this  bill.  The  reason  that 
the  fines  were  remitted  to  the  parishes  on  the  former  bill  was, 
that  it  was  conceived  unjust  that  they  should  be  fined  for 
not  raising  men,  when  it  was  impossible  that  they  could  have 
raised  them.  Nobody,  however,  would  say,  that  there  was 
any  impossibility  to  prevent  the  service  of  those  who  should , 
he  "balloted  under  the  present  bill. 

Lord  Binning  thought  that  whatever  there  was  of  good 
or  of  evil  in  the  present  bill,  should  be  extended  as*well  to 
Scotland  as  to  England.  He  did  not  like  a  gratuitous  and 
unnecessary  distinction  between  one  part  of  Great  Britaia 
and  the  other.    He  thought  the  principle  of  the  present  bill 
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was  generally  applicable  to  Scotland,  for  there  was  not  more 
than  a  fourth  of  the  whole  population  of  that  country  under 
the  circumstances  which  were  stated  as  an  objection.  There 
were  Several  parts  of  England  and  Wales  that  lay  open  to 
the  same  objection ;  but  he  did  not  see  why  the  whole  of 
Scotland  shod  Id  be  exempted  on  account  of  the  circum- 
stances of  a  part.  As  to  the  volunteers  of  Scotland,  they 
were  entitled  to  every  degree  of  praise,  but,  at  the  same  time* 
he  thought  that  equal  credit  was  due  to  the  volunteers  of 
England,  and  therefore  that  the  argument  founded  on  a  dis- 
tinction between  them  was  entitled  to  little  weight. 
"  -  Dr.  Mtitthews  was  of  opinion,  that  the  experiment  would 
completely  fail,  and  therefore  it  was  not.  of  much  ooAse* 
quence  on  what  scale  it  was  tried. 

Mr.  Huskisstm  perceived  a  great  inconsistency  in  the 
arguments  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill.  At  one  tune,  they 
spoke  of  it  as  an  experiment,  which,  in  another  year,  might 
be  extended  to  Scotland ;  and,  ai  another  time,  they  spoke 
ftf  it  'as  inapplicable/to  Scotland)  on  account  of  the  small* 
Hess  of  its  population.  This*  last  objection  had  no  sort -of 
connection  \Hth  the  former ;  for  whether  the  experiment 
succeeded  in  England*  or.  whether  it  failed,  the  mountains 
*f  Scotland  would  not  disappear,  andihe  highlands  wouM 
remain  just  as  they  ate.  As  to  thearfgutaont  of  freeing  Scoth 
land  from  the  burden  6n  account  of  the  number  of  the  vo* 
lunteer  corps,  he  must  observe,  that  thevore  volunteer  coups? 
were  scattered  over  it  he  country)  the  less  would  be  the  pres- 
sure*. If  there  were  (fewer  corps  in  England*  of  course  it 
was  more  difficultibr  men  to  escape  the  operation  of  this  ant,! 
by  entering  into thrmyas  men  could  not  in  every  part  of  tJae 
country  iind  a  volunteer  corps  to  join.  :  There  was  anotlwr 
Argument  which  bad  "been  stated,  but'tvhidh  he  could  by  nd 
means  assent  to.  The  mover  of  the  bill  wippoded,  that  (there 
wwgreat  dissatisfaction  in  Scotland  about  the.  militia.  He* 
would  confidently  assert,  that,  although  there  might  have 
been  some  ferment  ia4TO7,  when  the  militia  was  first  inftro* 
duoed  in  Scotland,  yet  at  the  present  day  there  was  tio  dis<* : 
sfttis&tri  ton  upon  that  subject .  .  , . .      ; 

Mr.  Calvert  thought  thkt  the  great  advantage  would  foe  t 
rather  in  the  enrolling  the  men,  than  inttetauning  of  them. 
As  to  the  enrolment,  he  could  sec  no  reason  why  tbsLt  sbotrid 
not  take  place  in  Scotland ;  and  as  to  the  training1,  that  was 
» tiring  which  might  or  might  notjbe  acted  on?  according^ 
the  circumstances  of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Windham  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  a  se- 
ripus  objection  to  bringing  on  a  measure  which  would  affect 
.Scotland  so  much,  at  a  period  when  a  great  number  of  the 
£ootch  members  had  gone  home,  and  were  at  such  a  distance 
that  it  could  not  be  expected  they  would  return  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  discussion.  He  could  not  allow  thai  the  fine  pro* 
posed  was  any  burden  at  all,  as  it  was  only  a  commutation 
for  a  duty  which  it  was  allowed  by  every  body  that  the 
country  had  a  right  to  call  for.  If  this  duty  were  performed, 
there  would  be  no  fine,  and  if  any  man  wished  to  exempt 
himself  from  performing  this  duty  by  paying  the  fine,  he 
xertainly  could  have  nothing  to  complain  or.  If  he  had 
jxot  proposed  a  greater  fine,  the  reason  was,  that  he  really 
hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  efficient,  and  that  a  number  of 
men,  even  of  a  better  description  (to  whom  the  shilling  a  day 
jiwuld  be  no  object)  would,  by  their  personal  service,  set  aiv 
/example  to  their  neighbours,  and  shew  that  they  conceived 
it  no  disgrace  to  come  forward  and  receive  that  degree  of  in- 
struction which  would  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  defend 
their  country  if  it  should  be  invaded.  In  describing  the 
awkwardness  of  serving1  personally,  an  honourable  gentle^ 
jjaan  (Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope)  had  rather  clumsily  expressed 
himself  on  a  former  night,  when  he  spoke  of  the  embarrassing 
situation  of  a  man  standing  in  the  ranks  between  his  own 
groom  and  his  father's  chimney-sweep.  Now,  if  a  gentle-* 
man  was  obliged  to  stand  in  the  ranks  next  to  a  chimney- 
sweep, he  did  not  see  .how  it  made  the  matter  worse  that  it 
was  his  father's  chimney-sweep  (a  laugh).  All  this  awk- 
wardness would,  however,  be  done  away  by  the  present  bill, 
for  if  the  gentleman  did  not  chuse  to  enter  a  volunteer  corps, 
be  might  still  be  exempted  on  paying  his  fine  of  £/. 

Mr*  Yorke  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  the  present  question.  The  question  was  not 
merely  about  extending  a  new  experiment  to  Scotland,  but 
it  was  whether  Scotland  should  be  exempted  from  what  it 
was  now  liable  to  by  the  existing  law  (the  krvy-en-masse 
act,)  ;  and  whether  it  should  be  free  from  a  burden  which 
England  was  called  upon  to  bear.  .  As  to  the  difference  be- 
tween Scotch  and  English  volunteers,  he  trusted  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  rest  on  such  an  in- 
vidious distinction.  The  question  then  was  merely  whether 
Scotland  should  be  exempted  because  a  part  of  that  country 
Has  thinly  inhabited?  He  could  not  allow  that  there  was 
frny  other  objection ;  for,  *U  the  time  that  he  was  in  admi- 
nistration, 
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nistration,  and  had  the  honour  to  bring  in  the  former  bill, 
lie  never  had  heard  a  single  word  of  objection  from  any 
Scotch  member,  on  the  ground  of  its  producing  dissatis- 
faction. Under  (hat  bill  there  was  a  complete  return  of  the 
enrolling  in  Scotland,  and  he  therefore  saw  no  reason  whj 
the  men  who  were  ready  to  be  enrolled,  should  not  also  be 
trained.  As  to  the  thinness  of  population  in  certain  dis- 
tricts, that  ought  to  be  no  objection.  The  bill  should  be 
made  general,  and  there  might  be  clauses  which  would  con- 
fine its  operation  in  districts  where  there  were  any  local  ob- 
jections. As  to  the  late  period  of  the  session ,  that  could  not 
be  relied  upon  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  an  ar- 
gument, as  several  months  had  elapsed  since  his  opening 
speech,  and  he  had  had  time  sufficient  to  have  brought  in 
the  bill  perfect. 

Mr.  kyder  observed,  that  there  were  many  parts  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  particularly  in  thecounties  of  Dum- 
barton and  Perth,  which  were  more  populous  than  Wales, 
Cumberland,  Westmoreland,  and  many  parts  of  England, 
in  which  the  bill  was  to  operate.  •  As  to  the  lowlands,  he 
conceived  them  to  be  exactly  in  the  same  situation  as  Eng- 
land, and  that  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  be  free 
from  this  burden. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wynne  in  explanation,  the 
committee  divided,  for  Mr.  Yorke's  amendment, 

Ayes, 38 

No»,    -  ,- 76 

Majority    -    -    -r-36 
On  a  subsequent  clause  of  the  bill  respecting  the  numbers 
to  be  enrolled, 

Mr.  Yorke.  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  these  words 
should  be  added.  "  regard  being  had  to  the  number  of  vo- 
lunteers enrolled  and  actually  serving."  He  considered 
that  the  appointment  ought  to  be  directed  now,vas  on  for- 
mer occasions,  by  the  number  of  volunteers.  For  instance, 
if  Lancashire  had  18,000  volunteers,  afid  Yorkshire,  which 
tra*  a  much  larger  county,  had  but  10,000  he  thought  that 
regard  should  be  had  to  that  circumstance,  in  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  number  of  men  for  which  these  counties 
should  be  called  on. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  did  not  think  that  the  appointment 
ought  to  go  by  districts.  The  individuals  who  were  in  vo- 
lunteer corps  were  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  in  thi&foroe^ 
but  he  did  not  see  why  persons  who  were  not  in  volunteer 

corps 
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corps  should  claim  any  advantage  merely  because  their 
neighbours  were  volunteers. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought,  that  in  the  apportionment 
each  county  and  each  parish  should  have  credit  for  the 
gross  number  of  volunteers  they  furnished,  and  that  a  parish 
that  had  most  of  its  population  engaged  in  the  volunteer 
service,  ought  not  to  be  called  upon. 

Mr.  Windham  allowed,  that  it  would  be  a  sufficient  an- 
swer to  the  call,  if  a  parish  could  shew  that  those  who  were 
liable  were  serving  in  another  description  of  force. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  if  such  was  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  opinion,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  was  the  object  of  his  bill.  He  had  always  understood 
it,  that  he  wished  to  raise  £00,000  men  in  England,  exclu- 
sive of  the  volunteers,  but  now  it  appeared  possible,  that  the 
bill  would  not  raise  a  single  man. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Perceval  and  Sir  James 
Pulteney, 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  he  did  not  absolutely  under- 
take that  the  bill  should  raise  800,000  men,  for  if  the  men 
who  were  called  upon  by  ballot  to  serve  should  be  actually 
serving  in  another  way,  the  intention  of  the  bill  would  be 
answered  as  well. 

Mr.  Perceval  then  said,  that  it  was  possible  that  the 
ballot  for  those  200,000  men  might  fall  upon  part  of  the 
300,000  volunteers ;  who  being  exempt,  not  a  man  would 
be  raised. 

,Mr.  Yorke  thought,  that  between  the  volunteers  who 
should  be  balloted,  and  the  men  who  would  pay  their  fine  of 
5/.  the  measure  was  not  likely  to  be  efficient. 
.  Air.  Windham  thought  that  this  was  supposing  an  ex- 
treme and  improbable  case.  It  could  not  be  supposed  that 
the  ballot  would  fell  entirely  on  volunteers,  and  peraons 
disposed  to  pay  the  fine. .  The  ballot  would  be  from  the 
lists  of  those  liable  to  serve  in  the  militia.  The  volunteers, 
of  course,  were  not  in  that  list. . 

Mr.  Yorke  replied,  that  the  volunteers  certainly  were 
upon  that*  list,  and  liable  to  be  balloted  for,  although  they 
were  afterwards  exempted  from  serving.  He  complained  of 
the  manner  the  House  was  treated  on  the  present  occasion. 
They  weije  referred  upontJus  bill  to  the  schedule  of  another 
bill,  which  was  to  come  on  after  this  was  disposed  of  (he 
alluded  to  the  militia  act,  which  directs  the  returns  that  are 
'        <  to 
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to  be  made  under  it).    This  was  completely  reversing  tfeta 
order  of  things,  and  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  should  not  go  into  the  details,  but  ar- 
gued, that  as  the  men  were  by  this,  bill  to  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  number  of  men  liable  to  serve*  in  the  mitttia, 
the  volunteers  could  not  come  under  this  description,  as 
they  were  not  liable  to  serve.  He  saw  no  objection,  to  this 
act  operating  according  to  (he  returns  which  were  called 
for  by  another  act  (the  militia  act).  It  was  generally  al- 
lowed that  it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  magis- 
trates and  others,  if  there  should  be  only  a  single  list,  and 
that  of  th#  persons  liable  to  serve  in  the  militia. 

Mr.  Perceval  was  not  surprised  that  his  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Giles)  had  not  chosen  to  go  into  details,  as  the  bill 
was  in  this  respect  most  inexplicable  and  unintelligible. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  brought  it  ift 
had  proved  that  he  did  not  understand  it,  and  was  there- 
fore now  ver  v  properly  employed  in  consulting  other  people. 
(Mr.  Windham  was  then  conversing  with  Mr.  Giles  and 
others.)  He  had  at  first  considered  that  the  volunteers  were 
not  liable  to  the  ballot;  in  1  be  next  explanation  he  said  they 
were,  but  that  it  was  most  improbable  that  the  ballot  should 
exclusively  fall  upon  them  ;  and  in  his  third  explanation 
lie  talked  only  of  his  militia  lists,  and  of  volunteers  not 
being  upon  those  returns.  In  this  third  explanation  he  was 
found  to  be  equally  wrong,  and  it  could  not  now  be  denied, 
that  the  names  of  volunteers  would  be  found  on  t&6se 
militia  lists.  When  this  bill  referred  to  the  schedules  of 
another  bill  not  yet  passed,  it  was  giving  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  a  strange  degree  of  credit.  He  viewed  his 
superstructure  before  he  thought  of  his  foundation1 ;  and  he 
'  then  told  the  House,  that  although  they  saw  no  foundation 
at  present,  they  might  depend  upon  it  that  he  wauld  here- 
after make  a  foundation  to  support  his  building.  TbeHonse 
might  give  him  that  degree  of  credit  if  they  pleased,  and 
gentlemen  might  vote  for  his  bill;  but  if  any  person  whey 
voted  for  it  pretended  to  understand  what  he  was  voting  for, 
he  must  say  that  man  was  either  a  conjuror  or  a  ptophet;  9 
lie  could  foresee  and  anticipate  those  things  which  nad'hrtf 
as  yet  occurred  even  to  the  fancy  of  the  right  h6notfft*yfeJ 
gentleman,  which  were  altogether  in  nubibus^nd  whiclfthfc 
right  honourable  gentleman  could  not  attempt  to-explain.  - 

Dr.  Laurence  affected  neither  to  be  a  ptophet  rier*cJfrn* 
juror ;  but,  without  either  inspiration  or  magic,  lie  thought 

9  he 


he  could  correctly  understand  the  clause  of  thebiIJ,aIthougli 
it  wa»  not  to  beexpecfed  that  by  a  layman  minute  legal  de- 
tails should  be  accurately  set  forth  in  this  stage  of  the  pro* 
ceeding.  His  honourable  and  learned  friend  seemed  to  ex- 
pect a  precision  in  this  case,  which  he  himself  (Mr.  Fcrceval) 
c-juld  not  attain,  -even  after  his  own  bills,  had  been  ulti- 
mately sand  ioned :  at  least,  it  was  evident,  that  after  he  had 
prepared  them  (Hie  volunteer  acts)  he  did  not  comprehend 
their  purport ;  and  one  of  the  statutes  to  which  he  had  just 
referred,  which  was  designed  for  operation  in  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  was  not  carried  into  effect  Until,  the 
most  ominous  day  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  folly  aud 
illusion,  the  first  of  April. 

Some  further  observations  weTe  then  made  by  Sir  Win. 
Young,  Sir  James  Pulteney,  Lord  Casilereagh,  and  Messrs. 
Windham,  Yorke,  and  Ellison.  The  latter  said,  that  the 
right  honourable  secretary  (Mr.  Windham)  was,  by  his 
projects,  oversetting  the  whole  system  of  government  in  this 
country.  "  Although  (said  he)  I  wish  to  support  ministers, 
I  will  not,  and  cannot,  as  they  go  on." 

The  amendment  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Yorke  was  then  put 
and  agreed  to. 

Several  subsequent  clauses  were  then  read,  on  which  the 
former  speakers,  as  well  as  Mr.  Bastard  and  Lord  Howick, 
stated  their  sentiments,  and  several  minute  alterations  were, 
made.  On  proceeding  to  the  concluding  part  of  the  bill, 
which  is  intended  to  regulate  the  power  of  his  Majesty,  with" 
regard  to  the,  incorporation  of  these  levies  with  the  regi- 
ments, in  case  of  invasion, 

Ltord  Castfereagh  again  rose  to  observe,  that  many  ma- 
terial particulars  occurred  to  his  mind,  which  might  occa*. 
sion  a  protracted  debate  on  this  subject ;  he  therefore  pro- 
posed that  the  chairman  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  »ii 
again  the  next  day,  which  was  acceded  to,  and  the  report 
was  nvidc,  and  permission  given  according! v . . 

Lord  Castfcreagh  added,  that  as  in  the  classification  <ff 
the  fnen,  this  bill  was  necessarily  connected  with  the militia 
bill  which  stood  for  the  next  day,  he  hoped  that  would  have 
the  precedence,  and,  as  far  as  lie  was  concerned,  he  did  not 
foresee  that  the  delav  of  two  minutes  would  he  occasioned 
by  this  arrangement,  although  it  would  essentially  conduce 
to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings. 

A  disposition  being  mauHested  on  the  mi.iUterhl  sid£fo 
Yofc.  III.  1&U-&  J  U  ttmct* 
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concur  in  this  suggestion,  the  chair  was  resumed  by  the 
Speaker >  and  the  House  immediately  adjourned.   , . 

■■  p>    ' 

HOUS  EOF   LORDS. 

FftlDAY,   JUNE  87. 

In  the  appeal  Martin  r.  Macnabb,  Mr.  Alexander  was 
heard  for  the  respondent,  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scof» 
land  in  rej>Jy.     Judgment  on  Monday. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  bill  to  revive  an  act  of  the 
41st  of  his  present  M-ijesty,  enabling  a  creditor,  who  ha* 
taken  his  debtor  in  execution,  to  release  su$h  debtor  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  right  possessed  by  such  creditor,  by 
yirfue  of  such  execution. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  C6mmons,  brought  up  the  Irish  spirit  licences  bill,  the 
Irish  school  commissioners  bill,  the  stamp  office  regulation 
bill,  and  several  private  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 
The  Irish  school  commissioners  bill,  and  the  stamp  office 
regulation  bill,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  resolved  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish  post 

roads  bill,  in  which  several  amendments  were  made  on  the 

.  suggestion  of  Earl  Spencer  and  the  Earl  of  Hardwickc. 

The  former  noble  lord  gave  up  his  intention  of  opposing 

.  the  clause  relative  to  a  new  road  from  Limeric  to  Galway, 

for  which  he  was  thanked  by  the  Earl  of  Limeric. 

Report  on  Monday. 

The  excise  regulation  bill  passed  through  a  committe, 
and  was  reported. 

Lord  Walsingham  reported   Simpson's  divorpe  billx 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  elisions  fees  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  com* 
putted  for-Monday.    Adjourned  till  Monday. 

-  .    HOUSr:  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  27. 

Thfc  Forth  and  Clyde  navigation  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed . 

v      The  solicitor  general  brought  in  the  bankrupt  laws 
amendment  bill,  which  was  rea,d  a  first  time,  ordered  to  bo 
read  a  second  time  on  Monday,  and  to  be  printed. 
.    if r.  Vansittart   brqught    in   the    till  for  tl*e    better 

auditing 
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auditing  of  public  accounts,  which  tvas  read  a  first  timp? 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Wednesday  next,  and 
to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  the  order  of  the  day 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  petition  complaining  of 
an. undue  return  for  the  county  of  Wexford,  on  the  third. 

3f  July,  was  discharged,  and  ordered  to  stand  for  Thurs* 
ay  the  10th  of  July. 

-Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  East  India 
shipping  bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read,  for  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  Birmingham  canal  bill, 

Sir  John  Wrottesley  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  should  be  postponed  till  that  day  three 
months.  He  stated  that  there  were  two  canal  companies  at 
Birmingham,  who  had  both  of  them  cut  canals  through 
counties  abounding  in  coal.  The  first  company  was  called 
the  Birmingham  canal  company,  the  second  the  Birming- 
ham and  Worcester  canal  company.  These  canals  com- 
municated ;  and  the  great  object  of  dispute  between  the 
two  companies  was,  whether  the  coals  which  came  from  thg 
country  on  the  line  of  the  latter  canal,  should  pay  the  same 
duty  on  the  Birmingham  canal,  as  if  they  had  come  down 
upon  it  the  whole  length , 

Mr.  Dugdale  supported  the  claims  of  the  Birming- 
ham canal. 

.  Upon  a  division,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed,  by  a  majority  of  57  to  S3. 

PHILANTHROPIC  -SOCIETY. 

The  Philanthropic  Society  incorporation  bill  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  T ierney  proposed  a  clause  unengrossed,  but  being 
informed  by  the  Speaker  that  it  coubl  not  be  received  in  that 
state,  the  debate  was  adjourned,  till  time  had  been  given 
for  the  engrossing. 

Mr.  Tierney  then  presented  if.  It  went  to  provide,  that 
the  Society  should  engage  that  the  children  educated  at 
the  school  should  never  be  chargeable  to  the  parish  of  St. 
George  the  Martyr  (in  which  parish  the  school  w*s  situ- 
ated). He  proposed  the  clause  at  the  request  of  the  church*, 
wardens  and  overseers  of  that  parish,  who  conceived  that 

SB  2  otherwise 
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otherwise  they  would  become  chargeable  with  all  the  chil- 
dren taken  in  that  school,  who  should  from  disease  or  ac- 
cident be  unable  to  work. 

It  was  answered  by  Mr-  Holford,   Mr,  Perceval,  and 

othecs,  that  a  similar  objection  might  be  made  against  any 

school  that  was  erected  in  a  parish.     They  however  gavo- 

credit  tp  Mr.  Tierncy  for  bis  zeal  in  supporting  the  wuJics* 

.  of  his  constituent?.     The  clause  was  negatived.  » 

Dr+lAtvrence  contended  for  the  right  of  the  rector  to  no- 
minate, or  at  least  to  contronl,  the  appointment  of  the 
preacher  or  lecturer  in  chapels  of  case  within  his  rectory, 
of  which  description  be  conceived  the  chapel  of  the  Phi- 
lanthropic Society  to  be,  although  annexed  to  a  publte* 
charity  :  for  it  was  not  confined  as  a  private  chapel,  for 
t ho. mere  use  of  the  institution,  but  executed  upon  a  spa* 
cious  and  superb  scale,  obviously  open  for  a  general  con* 
.  grpgution  of  the  parishioners,  and  calculated  to  entice  away 
the  regular  congregation  from  the  parish  church,  with  an 
Obvious  purpose  of  creating  revenue,  and  of  trenching  upon 
the  parochial  rights  of  the  rector.     He  took  occasion  to 
allude  to  similar  chapels  attached  to  the  Asylum,  Fo.und- 
ling  Hospital,    and  other  public   charities,   for  similar 
purposes,  and  the  attraction  of  fashionable  and  enthu- 
siastic  auditors   by  musical   performances,    and    by    a 
complete  departure,  on  the  part  of  the  preacher,  from    . 
1hc  sober  piety  and  decorous  manner  of  preaching  in  the 
established  church :  and  the  adoption  of  a  new-feshion- 
*d  dramatic  style  of  pulpit-eloquence,  addressed  to  the  fan- 
cy and  imagination,  rather  than  to  the  heart  or  under* 
standing,  and  calculated  more  to  catch  the  fervor  of  the 
enthusiast  by  high-fraught  pictures  of  the  horrors  of  a 
death-bed,  or  the  joys  or  torments  of  a  future  state,  than 
by  promulgating  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  toexcite  to  thai 
solemn  and  rational  piety  and  devotion,  which  are  so  ranch 
the  characteristics  ot  t  :.c  established  church  :  and  if  Par* 
liament  should  \rc  induced  to  countenance  such  a  system^ 
independauf.  of  the  contronl  of  the  lawful  pastor  of  the 

Sarish,  flic  consequence  would  be,  that  ef cry  year  Burn- 
ers of  those  chapels  would  start  up  in  every  part  of  the  * 
metropolis  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  parish  churches  be 
deserted  by  more  than  half  their  congregations,  to  follow 
those  new  mghts.  He  could  not  therefore  consent  to  so 
unlawful  an  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the  regular    - 

1  church 
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church  establishment;  and  he  concluded' by  moving  art' 
amendment,  the  object  of  which  was,  that  th6  rector  <*f 
St.  George  the  Martyr  should  have  the  power  of  nomi- 
nating- to  the  appointment  of  chaplain  to  this  chapel,  or, 
at  least,  of  a  negative  upon  any  appointment  made*  with-* 
out  his  consent,  in  order  that 'he  might  be  enabled  toseCufe' 
fcrthe  institution  the  appointment  of  a  clergytnttA  of  the 
established  church.  "  '  M  ' 

Mr,  Holford  observed,  that  the  honourable  apd  learr>?& 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  widely  mistaken,  and  certainly 
he  had- widely  misstated,  he  must  presume,  front  misinfor- 
mation, the  facts  of  this  case.  This  chapel  was  not  erefctetl 
with*  a  principal  view  to  revenue,  but  was  certainly  built 
On  such  a  scale,  as  to  accommodate  a  number  of  other* 
children,  besides  those  of  the  institution,  who  could  not 
fint?  accommodation  in  the  parish  church.  He  felt  that* 
he  should  be  but  a  feeble  antagonist  indeed  to  the 
honourable  and  learned  gfcntlcmnn,  if  he  presumed  to' 
contend  With  him  upon  ecclesiastical  law  ;  but  there  was 
one  thing  he  would  not  find  on  his  books,  namely,1  that 
clmpels  of  this  sort)  attached  td  charitable  institutions,  and' 
built  by  charitable'  contributions,  could,  by  any'possimV 
lityv,  tome  under  the  description  of  chapels  of  ease  to'  the 
parish  church.  Such  chapels  were  mostly,  if  not  entirely, 
of  very  modern  erection,  and  not  very  usual,  until  long 
after  the  law  allowing  chapels  of  ease  was  passed'.  This' 
chapel  was  not  built  at  the  parish  ex  pence,  nor  was  any" 
part  of  the  costsr  of  lis  establishment  charged  up6ri  the  pa- 
rish: consequently,  it  could  not  Come  under  any  desClip- 
tion  of  a  chapel, of  £ase,  any  more  than  that  of  the  A$y- 
lum,  which,  however,  was  out  of  the  question,  because 
it  was  protected1  by  a  special  act  of  Parliament. '  Ncithdr 
was  if  intended,  As  th£  honourable  aiid  learned*  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  conjecture,  to  be  converted  into  a  theatre* 
for  music,  or  dram^Jtc  eloquence,  or  enthusiastic  thap- 
sody.  Tbosfc  who  conducted  that*  instftiition'  were  as  sound! 
protestants  of  the  established  church  as  any  of  those  whi> 
oppose*!  it,  and  as*  little  likely  to  promote  schisms  or  iiimV 
vations  in  the  mode  of  public  worship.  It  was  an  iHStifu- 
t  ion  originally  set  on  foot  about  eighteen  years  since  by  the* 
charitable  contributions"  of  humane  persons,'  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  the  bereft  orphans  6f  convicted  felons, 
thrown  upon  the  world,  without-  protection,  and  of  other 

children, 
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children,  betrayed  to  early  habits  of  criminality,  but  whose 
tender  age  rendered  them  fitter  objects  for  the  correction  of 
amoral  and  religious  education,  than  for  the  severities  of 
thq  criminal  law ;  and  when  it  was  recollected  that  this 
charity,  although  supported  partly,  and  to  a  considerable 
extent,  by  charitable  contributions,  yet  derived  also  from 
the  industry  of  those  children  who  were  the  objects  of  its 
-protection,  an  average  sum  of  not  less  than  1,200/.  an- 
nually,, he  hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  unreason- 
able that  the  society  should  have  the  management  of  their 
own  fundsi  and  the  appointment  of  those  persons  who 
were  to  be  paid  from  those-  funds,  so  long  as  by  the' ap- 
pointment of  such, persons  they  sought  not  to  trespass  upon 
the  rights  or  privileges  of  any  other  persons.  It  was  er- 
roneous to  say,  that  tney  endeavoured  or  wished  to  deprive 
any  ecclesiastic  of  the  controul  he  ought  legally  ana  rea- 
sonably to  possess ;  and  this  would  appear  the  more  un- 
questionable, when  it  was  told  to  the  House,  that  at  the 
head  of  their  institution,  and  foremost  in  bringing  forward 
this  bill,  was  a  protectant  Bishop.  The  society  did  wit 
wish  to  deprive  the  rector  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  of  his 
privilege  or  controul  over  the  appointment  of  chaplain,  or 
of  the  negative  to  that  appointment,  if.  it  should  really  bo 
an  improper  one,  and  just  and  reasonable  cause  assigned. 
But  it  was  to  the  privilege  of  negative,  without  assigning 
cause,  they  gave  resistance.  No  means  of  conciliation  on 
their  parts  were  left  untried  to  compromise  this  matter 
with  the  lector:  the  society  had  proposed  to  pay  him  an, 
annual  stipend  out  of  their  funds  to  any  reasonable  exteaft, 
in  which  he  should  say  his  interests  could  be  injured,  by 
thU  chapel.  And  what  was  his  conduct,  after  taking  time 
to  consider  their  proposal,  and  giving  some  grounds  to 
believe  he  would  accept  it  ?  W  by,  a  threat  to  charge  them 
with  simony  for  making  the  offer.  This  bill  had  been  re- 
peatedly postponed  at  the  instance  of  that  gentleman,  on 
the  promise  of  his  preparing  and  offering  to  him  (Mr. 
Holtord)  two  clauses,  which  he  wished  to  have  inserted  in 
the  bill ;  bat  the  day  passed  by,  and  no  such  clauses  were 
ever  produced.  Upon  the  whole,  he  must  consider  the 
conduct  of  the  rector  in  this  affair,  as  extremely  unbe- 
coming a  protestant  clergyman,  whose  object  it  should  be> 
and  whose  duty  it  was,  to  promote,  and  not  to  impede 
the  religious  instruction  of  those  children,  and  the  success 

of 
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of  a  charity  to  which,  however,  he  never  contributed  any 
thing1,  and  which  be  took  math  pains  to  -embarrass  and 
obstruct,  by  keeping  this  chapel  snut  three  years. 
.  The  question  upon  Doctor  Laurence's  amendment,  was 
Ihen  put  and  negatived  upon  a  division,  and  the  bill  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

*  A  message  from  the  Lords,  "intimated  their  Lordships 
assent  to  the  Temple  Bar  building  lottery  bill,  without 
amendment,  and  also  to  the  South  wark  and  Brixton  small 
4ebt  recovery  bills,  with  some  amendments,  to  which  they 
desired  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  obtained  leave  to  bring  in,  and  according- 
ly presented  a  bill  for  better  regulating  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  moneys  assessed  for  making  public  roads 
in  Ireland,  which* was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for 

the  second  reading  on  Monday . 

« 

B5LL  ROCK  LIGHTHOUSE. 

'  On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  the 
House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee in  1803,  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  Bell 
ilock,  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland. 

The  learned  lord  stated  that  the  measure,  though  uni- 
versally admitted  to  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  ship- 
.ping  interest,  and  though  agreed  to  by  the  House  in  1803, 
*had  failed  of  being  carried  into  effect,  in  consequence  of 
circumstances  which  did  not  now  apply.    His  lordship 
/then  moved  that  it  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  a 
.  lighthouse  be  erected  on  the  Bell  Rock,  or  Cape,  on  the 
'  east  coast  of  Scotland,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Forth  and 
Tay. 

*     Lord  H.  Petty  seemed  to  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  the 

measure.     On  an  explanation  from  the  Lord  Advocate, 

-  however,  he  stated  that  what  he  had  thrown  out,  he  did 

:  more  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  the  fir.st  lord  of  the 

Admiralty,  than  to  any  opinion  he  himself  had  cuter* 

tained.  . 

•  Mr.  Baker  did  not  pretend  to  be  competent  to  judge  on 
the  subject,  but  as  it  seemed  to  be  intended  that  part  of  the 
public  money  should  be  expended  on  the  erection,  ho 
wished  the  learned  lord  would  more  clearly  point  out  the 
utility  of  the  measure. 

'    •  .The 
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'fhc  Lord  Advocate  rcfecrcd  for  the  utility  of  the  meat 
sure  to  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  year  1803.  Hi* 
jfead  no  doubt  the  Jionourable  gentleman  opposite  would 
hare  too  objection  to  the  measure,  if  theerection  could  be 
made  without  money,  -  Nay,  lie  conceived  it  to  be  *  «elk 
evident  proposition,  that  in  a  mercantile  country  there 
could  be  no  objection,  if  It  could  be  done  without  cxpence, 
that  a  light  should  be  fixed  on  every  rock  in  the  ocean, 
Thercport  of  the  committee,  in  the  present  case  however, 
shewed  that  here  there  was  peculiar  danger  ;  that  seldom 
a  vessel  came  near  it  without  being  almost  instantly  dashed 
to  pieces* ;  and  that  from  the  circumstance*  of  its  being 
covered  at  half  tide,  there  was  hardly  nn  instance  where 
such  an  occurremce  took  place,  but  every  soul  perished, 

Mr-  Perceval  expressed  his  surprize  (hat  the  business 
had  been  so  long  delayed,  lie  also  thought,  if,  as  was 
stated  the  preceding  night,  no  measure  could  be  extended 
to  Scotland  at  this  period  of  the  session,  there  was  no  call 
on  the  Henstfvat  so  late  a  period  conferring  a  boon  on  that 
country* 

The  .Lord  Advocate  replied,  as  to  what  the  learned  gen- 
tleman fast  referred  to,  he  should  be  able  to  shew,  if  it 
should  afterwards  come  before  the  House,  that  the  measure 
alluded  to  was  inapplicable  toScotland.  He  declared  that 
tie  had  no  particular  predilection  for  the  present  measure, 
which  he  only  brought  forward  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  representing  that  pajrt,  of  the  country  where  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  the  measure  would  he  most  felt*  As  to  the 
subject  of  money  for  carrying  on  the  erection,  that  was  not 
now  before  the  House.  The  only  question  was,  if  it  would 
be  advantageous  that  the  erection  should  take  place.  Be- 
sides th,e  funds  from  which  it  would  naturally  fall  to  be 
supported,  he  understood  they  would  be  entitled  to  a  far- 
ther sum  from  the  commissioners  for  northern  lights. 

Mr.  Johnstone  recollected  that  his  honourable  relation 
(Sir  W.  Pultency)  had  formerly  carried  through  this  mea- 
sure, and  had  shewn  to  the  House  that  it  would  be  highly 
advantageous  to  shipping  in  general,  particularly  to  those 
ships  trading  from  Iff  nil  and  Scarborough.. 

Mr.  )V.  Smith  confirmed  the  statement.  The  cause  of 
the  former  measure  not  succeeding,  was  an  idea  entertained 
of  comprehending  the  Baltic  trade  among  the  ships  which 
were  to  pay  a  certain  per  tonnage,  which  was  objected  to. 

The 
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The  House  -would  be  better  ( able  to  judge  of  thjB  matter 
wheh  tfi£  festiiriates  came  in.  '  The  resolution  therefore  ji^L, 
lib  iconcurrfcntte. 

The  cohimlttoe  then  passed  resolutions  declaratory  of  the 
advantages  which  would  result  from  the  erection  of  tfyer 
Ifghthouse  in  question  ;'  and  that  there  be  paid  for  every 
British  vessel  passing  in  the  line  pointed  out,  being  between 
Pctefhead  and  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  a  duty  of  tircq, 
halfpence  per  ton,  and  for  every  foreign  vessel  so  passing, 
three-pence  per  ton.  , 

The  Irish  public  road  money  bill  was  brought  up,  rea4 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  ou  Mon- 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  examining  Sir  James, - 
Craig,  telative  to  the  Oude  charge,  was  brought  up  apd 
oitteredto  be  printed. 

.Sir  Arthur  Wellcsley  moved  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes 
of  the  evidence  of  Genejal  St.  Leger,  respecting  the  Oude 
charge,  should  be  laid  before  the  House.    Ordered.     Th«  . 
paper  was  then  presented  j  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

ARMY  EXTRAORDINARIES  AND  OTHER  SERVICES. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 


:r'.  Vansiilart  moved  that  the  following  supplies  sjiould* 

be  gmnlod^ 

for  army  eitraordinaries,  from  the  25th  of 
December,  18(H,  to  the  25tU  of  Decem- 
ber, 1805,  both  inclusive  -        .£.272,386  13  1ft 

For  certain  buildings  in  Palace  Yard 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  improve- 
ments in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 

For  the  new  buildings  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum       '     -  -  -  - 

For  defraving  the  expences  of  carrying  on 
the  buildings  in  the  new  Mint 

For  the  Thames  Police  Office  for  improve- 
ments about  the  river  -         '    - 

For  watmjug  and  airing  the  repository 
for  the  public  records 

Fot  publishing  in  the  Gazette  the  average 
.  paces  of  sugars         -  * 

For  charges  relating  to  the  trial  of  Lord 
Melville  - 

Vol.  Ill- 1805-6.  3  C 
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He  also  moved  for  various  other  sums  for  defraying  the 
charges  on  the  civil  libt  revenue,  for  salaries  to  oflicers  for 
auditing  public  accounts,  and  for  other  services. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Lord  Henry 
Pel  ty^  these  resolutions  were  agreed  to.  Report  on  Mon- 
day. 

The  Irish  distillery  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Tuesday. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  gave  notice  that  on  Wednesday  h^ 
would  submit  a  motion  to  the  Holise  relative  to  the  state 
of  the  vaccine  inoculation  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Vanbittart,  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
moved,  that  towards  the  supplies  of  the  year,  4{  millions 
should  be  granted  from  the  14  millions  due  in  1805.  This, 
after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Iluskisson,  was  agreed  to.  Re- 
port on  Monday. 

MILITIA   BILL. 

The  militia  bill  was  committed.     In  the  committee 

Lord  Castlercagh  observed  that  the  liMs  ought  to  be  made 
up  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  England,  and  therefore  contend- 
ed that  in  this  respect  the  bill  should  extend  to  Scotland. 
fie  hoped  also^  that  in  consistency  with  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  own  plan  of  recruiting,  the  ballot  should 
be  withdrawn  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  iii  England. 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  the  ballot  would  be  of  use 
there  to  Jkeep  up  the  volunteer  establishment ;  but  if,  in  a 
subsequent  session,  the  training  bill  should  be  extended  to 
Sco'.IriH,  then  the  ballot  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Yorke  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  power 
of  enforcing  the  ballot,  in  case  of  necessity,  should  be  left 
with  the  privy  council. 

Alter  sonic  conversation  between  Mr.Perceval,  Mr.  Yorke 
and  Mr.  Bastard,  Mr.  Windham  consented  to  adopt  thi^ 
amendment.     The  report  was  then  received,  and  the  fijr* 
i  ther  consideration  ordered  for  Tuesday. 

TRAINING   BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  the  House  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  training  bill. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  that 

the  first  200,000  men  $;hpuld  be  trained  for  two  years  instead 

of  one,  so  that  they  would  have  forty-eight  days  training ; 

apian 
o 
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a  plan  which  would  be  more  useful  than  giving  twenty-four 
days  traing  to  double  that  number. 

Mr.  Windham  resisted  the  amendment,  because,  aa  this 
would  materially  increase  the  burden,  it  might  produce  a 
greater  degree  of  dissatisfaction  than  the  ad  vantage  was 
worth.  Perhaps  the  number  of  days  for  training  might  be 
increased,  but  that  would  be  for  future  consideration. 

Lord  Castlereagk  supported  the  amendment,  and  drew  a 
comparison  between  the  expence  of  this  system  and  that  of 
the  volunteers;  The  expence  of  the  former,  he  contended, 
would  be  greater  without  the  same  advantages.  Since  there 
was  a  provision  in  the  bill  for  enabling  the  King  to  appoint 
officers  for  these  trained  men,  lie  wished  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  stated  how  lie  was  to  exercise  this  power. 
He  thought  it  a  most  extraordinary  thing,  and  one  which 
was  reserved  for  the  present  ministers  alone,  to  ask  such  a 
power,  without  stating  how  they  were,  to  exercise  it.  These 
men  would  be  far  less  efficient  than  the  volunteers,  who 
would  be  disgusted  at  the  treatment  they  received. 

Mr.  Windham  said  that  the  noble  lord  was  always  fond 
of  referring  to  the  volunteers  on  all  occasions.  But  this,  and 
a  great  part  of  what  he  said,  was  quite  out  of  place  here* 
He  was  hardly  excusable  in  following  him,  but  as  to  the 
point  of  expence,  he  contended  that  that  of  the  volunteers, 
taking  the  sums  provided  by  private  contributions,  was 
much  greater  than  the  expence  would  be  under  this  bill. 
Besides,  theTc  we  had  the  advantage  of  both  systems.  It 
was  true  that  under  the  bill  of  1803  the  men  were  to  be 
trained  forty  days. '  But  then  twenty,  of  these  days  were 
Sundays,'  and  these  were  here  given  up.  It  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  from  various  quarters,  that  training  men 
on  that  day  diminished  the  reverence  of  it.  On  that  point 
he  would  leave  the  noble  lord  in  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen 
near  him  (Wilberforce  and  Bankes).  If  this  was  the  case, 
we  were  to  consider  the  disadvantage  under  which  the  ad- 
ditional training  wns  gained.  He  himself  wished  earnestly 
to  preserve  the  reverence  for  the  Sabbath.  He  had  shewn 
it  when  he  wished  to  suppress  the  growing  evil  of  Sunday 
newspapers,  though  he  did  not  experience  the  support  from 
certain  gentlemen  which  he  might  have  expected.  He  did 
not  think,  however,  that  training  men  on  Sundays  would 
diminish  their  reverence  for  it,  but  in  this  point  be  had 
yielded  to  the  opinions  of  others.  As  to  the  officers  for  these 
men,  he  never  meant  that  they  should  be  in  the  first  iu- 

'  3GV  $tanc« 
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stance  permanently  and  regularly  officered.  These  tile 
King  would  appoint  as  he  saw  occasion.  There  mast  be 
officers,  for  instance,  in  case  of  invasion,  to  conduct  them 
to  the  regiments,-  as  it  was  not  to  1>e  supposed  that  they 
were  to  hare  directions  put  about  their  necks  and  sent  off  in 
that  manner. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  wished  to  ask,  whether  the  men, 
when  at  drill,  were  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  serjeant, 
or  of  the  constable  who  was  to  stand  over  them  ?  He  was 
anxious  to  know  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant 
to  do  on  this  head,  as,  being  a  deputy  lieutenant,  chquiries 
might  be  directed  to  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  the  scrjeant  would  instruct 
them,  cind  the  constable  would  stand  by  (a  laugh  from  the 
opposition).  Though  gentlemen  might  laugh,  he  would 
tusk  with  Baycs  in  the  Rehearsal,  *  Where  was  the  joke  V 
Me  could  not  perceive  any  thing  laughable  in  this.  The 
bonstablc  was  to  be  present,  and  to  assist  the  serjeant  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  and  this  he  woiild  be  better  en- 
abled to  do,  from  long  habits  of  legal  obedience  in  the  people. 

Mr.  Perceval  remarked  that  his  right  honourable 
friend's  training  act  had  provided  a  captain,  lieutenant,  en- 
sign, and  serjeant,  for  every  body  of  120  men.  Here  there 
*vas  some  rational  provision  for  discipline  and  obedience. 
But  there  was  now  to  be  a  constable  to  take  the  man  to  pri- 
son, if  he  did  not  turn  out  his  toes  properly,  or'obey  the 
felgnals  of  "  eyes  right,"  or  rt  eyes  left,"  with  sufficient 
promptitude  (a  laugh).  They  were  to  be  taken  from  the 
plough,  or  the  loom,  just  as  they  were,ahd  only  one  serjeant 
and  a  constable  to  teach  or  enforce  discipline. 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  that  even  in  volunteer  corps, 
the  captain  was  more  military  in  name  than  in  reality ; 
father  a  civil  than  a  military  character ;  and  he  had  little 
doubt  that  the  means' now  proposed  to  enforce  obedience, 
would  be  just  as  effectual  as  those  which  had  obtained 
among  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Perceval  replied,  that  the  volunteers  had  more  of 
the  esprit  du  corps  than  was  likely  to  belong  to  the  motley 
collections  under  the  present  bill,  and  therefore  were  more 
likely  to  advance  in  discipline. 

Colonel  Bastard  was  afraid  that  frequent  quarrels  would 
take  place  between  the  serjeant  and  the  constable.  Among 
the  volunteers  every  thing  was  done  by  zeal  and  good  will,, 
but  here  all  would  be  done  by  force  and  by  the  halbert. 

Lori 
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Lord  Henry  Ptltj/>  in  answer  to  the  observation  of  a 
noble  lord  witu  regard  to  the  want  of  clothing  if  called  to 
act  against  the  enemy,  observed,  that  though  in  that  case 
they  could  not  be  clothed  all  at  once,  yet  all  those  might  be 
clothed  who  were  io  acC  at  one  point ;  and,  besides,  this 
could  form  no  objection  to  their  being  prepared  in  the  mean 
time. 

*  A  good  deal  of  other  conversation  ensued,  and  Sir  J. 
Pultency  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

*  Some  conversation  then  took  plaice  on  the  subject  of  the 
penalties,  no  person  seeming  to  be  appointed  in  the  bill  for 
exacting  or  receiving  them ;  and  it  was  agreed  tha.t  a 
clause  should  afterwards  be  introduced  on  this  point. 

On  the  clause  allowing  the  deputy  lieutenants  to  choogp 
the  time  and  place  for  training  or  exercising, 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  objected,  as  he  did  not  think  that 
either  deputy  lieutenant,  or  any  other  person,  would  hare 
a  right  to  order  any  person  to  give  up  his  field  for  that  pur* 
pose,  or  even  of  bargaining  for  it. 

Sir  John  Newport,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  replied  that 
they  considered  that  any  deputy  lieutenant,  or  person  un*» 
tier  them,  might  make  the  bargain  under  the  powers  of  thip 
act.  ^  ,  ^ 

Mr.  IVilberforce  stated,  that  many  persons  whose  opi- 
nions were  entitled  to  great  weight,  objected  to  Sunday  be* 
ing  appointed  as  the  day  of  training.  The  actual  conse- 
quence of  its  being  at  all  allowed  was,  that  drilling  not 
only  went  on  through  time  of  divine  service,  but  inspec- 
tions also  took  place.  This  produced  a  desertion  of  our 
churches,  and  a  rilling  of  our  ale-houses  on  Sundays, 
which,  bethought,  was  sub  versiye  of  our  religion.  As  to 
the  saving  of  money,  that  was  a  fallacious  argument,  for  in 
every  county  the  price  of  labour  was  so  proportioned  to  the 
means  of  subsistence,  that  if  men  were  to  labour  the  seven 
days,  they  would  receive  no*  more  than  for  working  six 
da  vs. 

Mr.  Culvert  considered,  tint  the  military  instruction  wa§ 

*  40  sacred  a- duty  that  it  might. well  be  performed  of  a  Sun* 
day.  In  Other  countries  it  had  teen  practised  without  any 
%11  effect.  It  was  practised  .in  Switzerland,  and  yet  he  ne- 
ver heard  that  the  Swiss  were  either  an  immoral  Qran  irn> 
ligious  nation.  '  The  f-ict  was,  that  unless  the  training  was 
of  a  Sunday,  it  would  be  so  inconvenient  as  to  be  altogether 
impracticable. 

After 
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After  some  mutual  explanations  between  Mr.  Wilberforce 
and  Mr.  Calvert, 

Mr.  Yorke  declared,  that  although  he  had  as  much  re- 
tard for  the  religion  of  the  country  as  any  other  man,  yet 
he  considered  that  the  training  on  a  Sunday  (provided  it 
was  not  in  the  hours  of  divine  service)  would  relieve  the 
labouring  class  from  a  great  burden.  It  was  not  only  in 
Switzerland  that  this  was  practised,  but  in  this  country  it 
had  been  the  established  practice  in  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  and  in  later  times,  that  the  people  should  be 
practised  in  the  use  of  arms  on  that  day. 

Mr.  JVindham  thought,  that  instead  of  causing  irreve- 
rence and  disregard  to  the  Sabbath,  it  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, exalt  and  dignify  the  duty  that  they  had  to  perform. 
He  therefore  supported  the  clause  as  it  now  stood. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  declared,  that  he  had  seen  many  vo- 
lunteers exercising  on  a#Sunday,  and  he  always  observed 
that  degree  of  decency  and  propriety  that  he  thought  gave 
a  great  solemnity  to  it.  As  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people 
at  large,  he  was  convinced  they  were  not  against  it,  and  be 
thought  it  would  be  extremely  hard  that  the  opinions  or 
consciences  of  a  few  should  deprive  the  nation  of  so  great  a 
benefit. 

A  long  and  desultory  conversation  took  place.  Mr.  Cal* 
Tert,  who  had  moved  for  allowing  them  to  be  trained  on 
si  Sunday,  finding  the  sense  of  the  House  against  him,  with- 
drew his  amendment,  and  the  clause  was  passed  in  its  ori- 
ginal state. 

The  chairman  had  leave  to  report  progress,  and  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed  for  Monday.  Adjourned  at  two 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,   JUNE  30. 

The  judges  resumedthe  delivery  of  their  opinions  in  the 
case  of  Lucinav.  Crawford:  and  after  hearing  several  of 
them,  LordEldon  moved  to  postpone  the  further  delivery 
of  the  opinions  of  the  judges  till  Thursday. — Ordered. 

The  debtors1  relief  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  Friday. 

AFFAIRS 
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AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA. 

Ijord  Melville  adverted  to  the  intention  he  had  intimated 
on  Thursday,  of  asking  a  question  this  day,  respecting 
the  affairs  of  India.  Seeing  a  noble  lord  (M into)  in  his 
place,  he  wished  to  ask,  whether  there  existed  at  present 
any  government  genera!  of  India  in  Bengal,  and  if  there 
did 9  of  whom  it  consisted? 

LordMinto  said,  he  felt  no  difficulty  in  answering  the 
questions  of  (he  noble  viscount,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to 
every  noble  lord  in  the  House,  he  wished  to  give  every  in- 
formation in  his  power,  whenever  it  could  be  given  with 
propriety.  He  conceived  that  the  same  government  general 
of  India  existefl  now  in  Bengal  as  there  did  when  that 
event  took  place,  which  was  so  much  deplored,  the  death 
of  Mirquis  Oornwallis.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  his  Majesty  had  !>een  advised  to  issue  orders  for  vaca- 
ting the  commission  under  which  the  functions  of  the  go- 
vernment of  India  were  exercised.  This  had  been  done 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Parliament.  There 
was,  however,  a  provision  made  in  the  orders  gent  out, 
that  all  the  members  of  the  present  government  should  ex- 
ercise their  functions,  until  the  publication  of  a  new  com- 
mission at  Calcutta.  There  would  not,  therefore,  be  a 
moment's  interval  between  (he  cessation  of  the  functions  of 
one  government,  and  the  assumption  of  those  functions  by 
another. 

Lord  Mehille  felt  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  noble  lord 
with  another  question,  which  was,  whether  any  intimation 
had  been  sent  to  SirG.  Barlow,  that  he  only  held  the  go- 
vernment until  the  arrival  of  a  successor? 

Ijord  Minlo  said,  that  intimation  had  been  sent  to  Sir 
George  Barlow  of  the  vacation  of  the  commission  of  go- 
vernment. The  vacation  of  the  commission  of  course  ap- 
plied to  all  the  members  of  the  council,  but  only  pro  for* 
pin,  it  not  being  the  intention  of  government  to  make  any 
change  in  the  council.  This,  however,  as  the  noble  lord 
knew,  rested  with  the  court  of  directors  :  all  he  could  say 
was,  that  It  was  not  the  intention  of  government  to  change 
any  of  the  members  of  the  council. 

Lord  Mehille  maintained,  from  what  the  noble  lord  had 
etated,  that  there  was  at  present,  virtually,  no  government 
general  existing  in  India. .  From  what  had  been  stated  by 
fhe  noble  lord,  added  to  the  dispatches  in  the  gazette, 

whick 
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which  he  had  read  within  an  hour  of  his  coming  to  the 
House,  he  could  not  help  feeling  considerable  anxiety  with 
respect  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  India.  His  lordship 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  respecting  the  government  general 
of  India  for  Friday,  for  which  day  the  lords  were  ordered 
to  be  summoned. 

Strangers  were  excluded  for  some  time  whilst  the  House 
discussed  some i  matter  of  privilege. 

During  the  exclusion  a  conference  was  had  with  the  com- 
mons. % 

The  third  reading  of  the  insolvent  debtors  bill  was  post- . 
poncdtili  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  members  of  t lie  House 
of -Commons  brought  up  the  post-office  regulation  bill,  the. 
thread  lace  bill,  the  philanthropic  society  bill,  and  several 
private  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

Simpson's  divorce  bill  and  the  excise  regulation  bill  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Irish  spirit  licence  bill  and  the  stamp  office  regula- 
tion bill  were  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the 
next  day. 

The  committee  on  the  customs  fees  bill  was  postponed 
till  t  he  next  day • 

Lord  Walsingham  reported  the  Irish  post  roads  bill,  tht* 
amendments  to  which  were  agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   JUNE  30. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
member  for  the  borough  of  Sligo,  in  the  room  of  Owen 
Wynne,  Esq.  who  had  accepted  of  the  office  of  escheatcr 
of  Munster. 

Sir  Charles  Price  having  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  com  mem 
council  of  London's  petition  relative  to  Smith  field  mar* 
ket,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a.  bill  to  make  certain  reT 
gulations  respecting  the  same. 

Mr.  Spencer  Smith  presented  a  petition  from  the  Sun 
fire-insurance  office  against  the  Globe  insurance  bill.  Sit 
Robert  Wigran  presented  petitions /rom  the  Westminster 
lite  insurance  company,  and  from  the  British  fire  office, 

against 
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against  the  same  bill.  Mr.  Harst  presented  petitions  froip 
the  Phoenix  fire  oilice,  and  the  Pelican  lite  insurance  office^ 
to  the  same  effect.  These  were  ordered  to  be  referred  ty 
the  committee  on  the  bill. 

Mr,  Williams  presented  the  14th  report  of  the  commisr 
jsionrrs  of  naval  inquiry.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  ia 
Ireland,  presented  accounts  relative  to  the  Irish  revenue* 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  . 

Mr.  Mcheux  presented  papers  from  the  India  boar4, 
pursuant  to  orders  of  the  House.  Ordered  to  lxs  printed* 
and  to  lie  on  the  table.  : 

Mr.  Hobhouse  moved  the  postponement. of  the  second 
reading  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot's  debts  bill  till  Friday,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  certain  persons  wlr*  would  wi*k 
to  be  present  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Francis  wished  to  draw  the  at  tent  ion  of  the  IT.msc  t$ 
thiif  important  subject,  and  desired  to  know  whe(;».  r,  in 
.case  the  bill  should  net  pass  this  session,  the  commission- 
ers would  proceed  in  the  investigation  of  these  debts,  or 
remain  in  statu  quo  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Hobjiousc  Ironed  that  the  bill  would  pass  this  session. 
But  the  question  was  a  reasonable  one.  It  was  one,  how- 
ever, so  uifficult,  that  he  could  not  answer  it  at  present* 
But  in.  case  the  bill  should  not  pass,  he  should  t\v\  it  Ins 
duty,  before  the  end  of  the  session,  to  inform  the  House 
in  what  state  the  commission  would  be. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  oa 
Friday.  ; 

Lord  Jlowick  said,  that  he  was  about  to  move  for  some 
papexs,  to  the  granting  of  which  there  could  no  objec- 
tion. It  would  be  proper  to  state  to  the  House  the  reason 
ythy  he  asked  for  them.  Soon  after  he  had  come  into 
oilice  he  had  been  informed  on  good  authority  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  embankments  at  Catwatcr,  near  Plymouth, 
the  Sound  there  might  in  a  short  time  become  unsafe  for  lib 
Majesty's  ships.  Having  this  information  from  respectable 
authority,  he  had  thought  the  matter  of  sufficient  moment 
to  require  examination.  lie  had  accordingly  ordered  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  by-engineers,  whose  reports,  in  some 
degree, (Confirmed  what  he  had  heard  on  this  point.  They, 
however,  requested  time  to  make  a  more  minute  aid  accu> 
rate  report,  and  this,  by  some  accident,  (Jul  not  come  to 
^is  hands  till  the  18th  of  the  present  month.     This  he 

Vol.  III.  1805-6.  3D  stated 
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stated  to  account  for  the  lateness  of  the  period  at  which  his 
submitted  this  affair  to  the  House.  After  he  should  have 
obtained  the  papers,  his  design  was  to  refer  them  to  a  com- 
mittee, which  should  inquire  whether  any  injury  was  likely 
to  arise  to  Plymouth  Sound  from  these  embankments,  or  if 
no  injury  was  likely  to  arise,  whether  any  more  works  of 
that  kind  should  be  allowed  to  be  carried  on  without  an* 
tbority  from  some  competent  public  body%  or  a  consent  on 
the  part  of  the.  Crown,  such  as  was  required  in  a  grant  of 
public  money.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  18tb,  made  by  Messrs.  Ronnie  aud  Whit- 
by on  this  subject,  and  an  extract  of  the  other  report,  with 
the  plan  of  the  Sound. 

.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  papers  presented,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  as  proposed. 
Sir  John  Newport  moved  for  an  account  of  the  woollen, 

foods,  silk  mixed  with  cotton,  &o.  &c.  exported  from 
England  to  India,  in  the  years  WO  1-2-3.     Ordered. 
The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Scotch  forfeited  cs-» 
tate*  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  the  next 
day. 

The  Earl  of  Ormond's  butleragc  bill  was  thought  up, 
read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next 
day. 

The  Irish  revenue  regulation  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  report  relative  to  the  Bell  Rock  light-house  was  or« 
dered  to  be  further  considered  the  next  day. 

The  Secretary  at  War  seeing  the  gentleman  in  his  place 
who  had  asked  for  some  papers  relative  to  the  barns  hired 
as  barracks  in  the  Isle  of  \\  ight,  wished  to  know  whether 
he  meant  to  bring  forward  any  motion  on  the  subject  ? 

Air.  Robson  understood  that  the  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer  had  taken  the  business  entirely  out  of  his  hands. 
He  ha,d  moved  for  the  papers,  and  on  his  motion  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  had  moved  the  previous  question. 
He  Himself,  however,  had  come  down  three  or  four  days 
after,  and  n*>ved  for  these  very  papers.  If  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  meant  to  prosecute  the  affair,  he  would  leave 
it  to  Uira ;  but  if  he  was  resolved  to  do  nothing,  then  he 
(Mr,  Robson)  would  certainly  offer  a  motion  to  the  Hou>o 
.in  the  course  of  a  week. 

•  ^hc  Secretary  at  War  wished  that  fee  would  fix  a  day, 

as 
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a*  he  intended  to  moyp  for  papers  vhi<?h  wpitfd.tbrow  fyr-* 
tberlight  on  th?  subject. 

Mr.  liobson  understood  th^t  the  chancellor  of  the  (*$•- 
chequer  had  given  up  the  cause,  and  therefore  W6\x\d  sub* 
mlt  his  motion  on  Friday.  * 

.  The  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  only  called  for  the  papers  at  the  suggestion 
of  tl|e  honourable  gentleman.  He  then  gave  notice  that 
be  would  move  for  the  other  papers  the  next  day. 

A  message  from  the  lords  desired  a  present  conferenoe 
with  the  commons  in  a  matter  that  concerned  the  good  cor- 
respondence between  the  two  Houses.      *       ' 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Howick,  the  House  agreed  fa 
the  conference:  managers  were  appointed  and  went  oat.     • 

On  their  return,  Lord  Hotfick  stated  that  the  lords  bacl 
communicated  to  them  that  in  consequence  of  the  exami- 
nation of  Lord  Teignmouth  before  the  commons,  relative 
to  a  charge  against  Marquis  Wellesley,  they  had  taken 
the  maUer  into  th«  ir  most  serious  consideration ;  that  they 
had  searched  forpreccdents,but  could  only  find  one,  which 
was  that  of"  Lord  Balcarras  in  If  79.  On  the  motion  of 
Lord  Howick  this  communication  was  ordered  to  taken  into 
consideration  on  Friday  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Thornton  the  East  India  ship* 
ping  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Lord  Howick  presented  certain  papers  ordered  by  the 
House  relative  to  the  expences  incurred  for  subsidiary 
corps  on  the  Continent  in  1800-1.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  William  Young,  LordTempleV 
proposed  motion  relative  to  the  Oude  charge  was  postponed 
from  Wednesday  to  Friday. 

Lord  Morpeth  postponed  the  India  budget  from  the  next 
day  till  the  next  day  se'nnight. 

The  slave  ships  bill  was  further  considered,  and  its  pro- 
visions ordered  to  be  in  force  from  the  1st  of  August  for 
two  years*     Ordered  to  be  read  a  third  timo  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  poor  bill  and  Irish  road  bill  were  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  revenue  regulation  bill  was  committed.  Re- 
port the  next  day. 

Mr.  Kerr  gave  notice  that  early  next  session  he  woolfi; 
move  for  a  committee  to  examine  the  acts  relative  to  the 
Irish  roads. 

3  D  2  Lord 
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Lord  Douglas  moved,  that  the  return  tb  the  order  of 
the  House  of  the  8th  of  May,  for  an  account  of  the  gra-' 
tmties  and  pensions  granted  by  the  East  India  company 
kince  1793,  should  be  made  forthwith.    Ordered,  ■ 

Mr.  Paull  moved,  that  lh$  return  to  theorder  for  the  re- 
gulations of  the  press  in  India,  should  be  made  forthwith. 
Ordered. 

The  Greenwich  chest  and  Greenwich  hospital  bills  were 
brought  up,  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond lirae,  and  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  the  training  bill  war 
committed,  when  a  discussion  took  place  on  every  clause ; 
the  whole,  however,  was  at  length  got  through,  the  House 
resumed,  the  report  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  taken* 
info  farther  consideration  the  next  day. 

Mr-  Yorke  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill  propose  a  clause,  enabling  his  Majesty,  if 
a  sufficient  number  of  vofluntecrs  to  his  satisfaction  should 
offer,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  of  Friday  was 
brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  committees  of  supply  and  ways  and  means  were 
postponed  till  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Vansif  tart  gave  notice  that  he  should  the  next  day 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  amending  the  acts  for 
rendering  more  commodious  the  avenues  leading  to  the 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   JULY  I. 

The  Irish  post-roads  bill,  and  the  longitude  bill,  were' 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  insolvent  debtors  bill  was  also  read  a  third  time  and' 
passed,  with  an  amendment  proposed  by  Lord  Ellcnbo- 
rough,   the   object  of  -which  was   to  exclude    persons 
from  the  benefit  of  the  act,  who  were  in  custody  under  ver* 
diets  obtained  against  them  for  any  malicious  injury. 

The  Irish  spirit  licence  bill,  and  the  stamp-office  regula-- 
tion  bill,  passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported. 

The  post-office  regulation  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
cojnmitUd  for  the  next  day. 

AFFAIRS 
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AFFAIRS   OF   INDIA.   . 

Tbe  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  in  the  absence  of  Lord 
Melville,  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  warrant  under  his  Ma- 
jesty's sign  manual  for  vacating  the  commission  of  the  go* 
veraor-getieral  and  council  of  Bengal. 

Lord  Min to  had  no  objection  to  the  .motion.    Ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  moved  fora  copy  of  the,  cor- 
respondence which  .had  taken  place  between  the  board  of 
controul  and  the  court  of  directors,  subsequent  to  the  issu- 
ing of  his  Majesty's  warrant. 

Lord  Minto  said,  in  point  of  fact  no  correspondence  had 
taken  place  between  these  two  departments  siuce  the  issuing 
of  his  Majesty's  warrant.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  no 
communications  had  passed  between  them,  but  only  that  40 
written  correspondence  had  taken  place. 

Motion  withdrawn.  ' 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  then  moved  for  copies  of  any 
treaties  recently  concluded  between  the  British  government 
in  India,  and  any  of  the  native  powers* 

Lord  Minto  assented.     Ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  then  moved  for  copies  of  any 
dispatches  from  the  governor-general  of  Bengal,  explana- 
tory of  the  motives  for  concluding  those  treaties,  or  the  cir-> 
cuiBfttances  on  which  they  were  founded. 

Lord  Minto  objected  that  confidential  communications, 
of  the  nature  moved  for  by  the  noble  carl,  ought  not  to  be. 
laid  before  Parliament,  and  nothing  had  been  stated  in  this 
case  to  prove  the  contrary. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  finally  moved  for  copies  of 
any  dispatches  from  the  governor-general,  relating  to  any 
intended  nejv  measures  of  finance,  in  consequence  of  such 
treaties,  or  any  reductions  of  expenditure. 

Lord  Minto  said  it  was  not  usual  to  call  for  documents  of 
this  nature,  relating  to  plans  intended  to  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution. Probably  the  next  dispatches  from  India  might 
statethe  measures  in  contemplation  to  have  been  carried  into 
effect,  in  which  case  the  noble  earl  would  learn  the  nature 
of  those  measures. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Shew  Lefevre  and  several  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  East  India  shipping  bill,  and 
-  some  private  bills,  which  were  reo4  a  firs*  time. 

Judgment 
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Judgment  was  given,  on  the  motion  of  the  LortTChari* 
odlor,  in  (he  appeal,  "  Martin  v.  Macnabb,"  affiuniHg^h^ 
interlocutor  of  the  court  of  session. 

The  committee  on  the  customs»fccs  bill  was  postponed  till 
tfriday.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 

TUESDAY,   JULY    1.  s 

Mr.  Harst  presented  a  petition  from  the  Albion  Life  and 
Fire  Insurance  Company    against  the  Globe  Insurance7 
incorporation    bill.     Referred    to   the  committee    upon 
the  said  Bill,  and  ordered  that  counsel  should  be  heard  for 
and  against  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitiori. 

•  Sir  John  Sinclair  moved  that  the  House  should  resolve 
into  a  committee  to  consider  the  report  from  the  expiring^ 
laws  committee.     The  House  accordingly  resolved  into  the 
said  committee,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  act  of  the  45th 
of  his  Majesty,  for  allowing  coals,  &c.  to  be  carried  by  in* 
land  navigation  to  London,  under  certain  limitations,  Which" 
is  about  to  expire,  ought  to  be  further  continued.    The ' 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  brought  up  the  next  day. 

•  The  committal  of  the  Rock  light-house  bill  was  postpone 
ed  till  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  accounts1  of  the 
Scotch  forfeited  estates  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  farther 
consideration  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Calcraft  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  Securing  of 
his  Majesty's  ships  and  stores  at  Portsmouth,  for  erecting 
certain  works  at  Gosport,  and  also  for  continuing  the  lines 
at  Dover.  Read  a  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vansittar*  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  conso* 
lidating  and  rendering  more  effectual  certain  acts  for  im- ' 
proving  the  buildings  in  the  vicinity  of  Westminster-hall 
ahd  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  also  for  rendering 
more  commodious  the  passages  thereto. 

Sir  C.  Price  brought  in  a  bUl  for  improving  Sftuthfield 
market.  Read  a  first  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Irish  butlerage  compensation  bill,  the  Irish  militia 
services  bill,  the  Irish  postage  regulation  bill,  the  Greenwich 
chest  fund  bill,  and  tn&Grecnwich  hospital  hill,  were  read 
a  second  time  and  committed  for  the  next  day.  ' 

6  The 
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The  committee  upon  the  Newfoundland  fishery  bill  was 
postponed  till  Friday. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  stated  their  lordships*  consent 
to  the  longitude  bill ;  and  also  brought  down  the  insolvent 
debtors  bill,  to  which  their  lordships  desired  the  concur- 
rence of  that  House.  .    . 

The  Irish  poor  bill  was  committed.  A  long  conversation 
took  place  in  the  committee  befween  Messrs.  Foster,  Bag- 
well, Vcrckcr,  O'Hara,  Parriel,  and  Sir  John  Ncwpofrt, 
relative  to  the  authority  exercised  by  the  judges  of  assize, 
upon  the  subject  of  presentments.  But  no  amendment 
tow  introduced.  The  House  resumed,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 
•  Iford  Howick  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  petitions  presented  from  the  sur- 
geons of  the  navy  relative  to  an  augmentation  of  pay.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Secretary  at  War  moved  for  the  production  of  copies 
of  certain  letters  which  passed  between  the  secretary  at  War* 
the  barrack-master  genctal,    the  deputy    barrack-master 

Sncral,  and  Major  Davis,  barrack-master  of  San  down,  re- 
ave to  the  building  of  barracks,  ^and  the  hiring  of  barns, 
&c.  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  including  the  letter  of  the  secre- 
tary at  war  on  the  15th  of  February  last,  which  communi- 
cated his  Majesty's  order  for  the  dismissal  of  Major  Davit 
from  his  office  as  barrack-master  of  Sandown.     Ordered. 

They  were  accordingly  presented.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mri  Robson  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  papers  just  pre* 
scntod  another  document  connected  with  the  sime  subject. 
In  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  business  he  - 
could  assure  gentlemen  that  his  sole  motive  was  to  prevent 
theimprojXT expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  he  was 
persuaded  (hat  the  right  honourable  secretary  had  no  other  . 
object.     With  a  view  to  that  object  he  had  to  move  for  -a 
paper  to  the  production  of  which  he  hoped  there  would  be 
»a  objection,  as  it  would  serve  to  aiford  the  House  much 
useful  inform:) (ion.     The  honourable  member  tlien  moved 
/or  a  copy  of  the  memorial  presented  by  John  Pritclpnt, 
late  barrack-master  of  Sandown,  to  the  commissioners  of 
military  inquiry,  relative  to  certain  glaring  peculations  in- . 
the  barrack  department. 

3ihp  Speaker  suggested  to  the  honourable  mover  that  the 
letter  words  of  bis  motion  were  rather  such  as  it  was  un* 

usual 
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usual  to  introduce  or  admit  in  describing  a  paper  to  be  sub- 
milted  to  that  House. 

Mr.  Robson  said,  that,  he  took  the  description  from  the 
title  of  the  memorial  itself. 

.  The  Secretary  at  War  concurred  in  the  observations  of 
the  Speaker,,  and  suggested  the  insertion  of  u  certain  prac- 
/tiees,    in  lieu  of  the  words  objected  to. 

This  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  the  motion,  so  amend* 
fiiy  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  nohte 
Jord  (H.  Petty),  moved  to  postpone  till  the  next  day,  the 
.further  consideration  of  the  Report  upon  the  linen  drawback 
bill.     Agreed  to. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  the  House  resolv- 
ed into  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing a  certain  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  oil  of  vitriol 
from  Great  Britain.  The  right  honourable  baronet  sub- 
mitted a  motion,  that  5s.  6d.  should  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  to  foreign  parts  of  every  hundredweight  of  \  i» 
triol  made  in  Great  Britain. ' 

•  Mr.  Foster  conceived  that  this  bounty  would  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  Ireland,  where  so  much  of  the  article  to 
which  it  related  was  used,  particularly  in  bleaching.'  Ho 
thought  that  at  least  the  proposition  should  be  postponed 
until  the  reasons  for  introducing  it  should  be  more  fully 
explained. 

•  Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  the  chairman  was 
directed  to  report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  the 
next  day. 

The  bankrupt  law  amendment  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  that  the  Irish 
quit  rents  sale  amendment  bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bill  proposed  to  dispose  of,  for  ever,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the  Crown.  This  bill, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  observed,  passed  the  Irish 
Parliament,  in  1798,  and  was  meant  to  produce  a  certain 
sum  for  the  supplies  of  that  year,  but  it  produced  nothing; 
and  it  was  rather  odd  to  have  it  proposed  how,  When  the 
mi p plies  of  the  year  were  provided  fot.  Such  a  measure 
could  not  be  acceded  to,  without,  ia  his  opinion,  doing 
gieat  injustice  to  his  Majesty's  successors ;  and  he  begged 
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the  House  toconsider  that  the  pract  ion  had  never  been  heard, 
of  in  England,  of. disposing  of  the  hereditary  revenues  of 
the  Crown,  without  allowing  an  hereditary  compensation, 
nfhich  was  not  the  case  in  this  instance.    .  ; 

Sir  Jpbn  Newport  was  surprised  af  the  opposition  made 
to  this  I) ill,  which  was  introduced  solely  to  amend  a  verbal  * 
inaccuracy  in  the  Irish  bill  passed  on  this  subject  in  the  year  . 
J 798..    The  right  honourable  "baronet  denied  that  this  bill 
was  meant  for  an  immediate  supply  fo  the  finances  of  Ire- 
land ;  for,  from  its  very  nature^  its, produce  must  be  pr«-  * 
grcssive.     No  minister  could  calculate  upon  the  sale  of  a 
revenue  of  60  or  70,0j0/.  within  one  year.     This  revenue 
was,  it  must  be  recollected,  commuted  for  an  adequate  in- 
crease in  the  Irish  civil  list ;  and  gentlemen  must  be  aware 
that  those  great  risks  produced  more  arrears  and  insolvency 
among  collectors  than  any  other  branch  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. 

Mr.  Foster  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  friend : 
(Mr.  Fitzgerald),  and  maintained  tint,  as  the  sum  propos- 
ed to  be  raised  by  this  means  was  one  million,  the  object, 
could  be  attained  on  cheaper  terms,  as  the  late  loan  suffi- 
ciently proved.   He  recommended  the  postponement  of  the . 
proposition  till  next  sessioy. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  ,was  agreed  to  be  put, 
off  till  Monday.  y 

Thereport  of  the  Irish  revcnucregulation  bill  was  brought 

Up. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  Sir  John  Newport  and 
Mr.  Foster,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Friday. 

The  report  of  the  general  training  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Windham  stated,  tint  he  had  some  new  clauses  to 
propose,  and  he  would  then  move  to  put  oil'  any  farther 
proceeding  upon  this  measure  until  Thursday. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  he  should  not  oppose  the  right, 
honourable  gentleman's  clauses,  for  he  did  not  think  it  at 
all  necessary,  as  the  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  such  as  no. 
.amendment  could  improve,  and  therefore  it  was  his  inten- 
,  tion  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  respecting  its  principle, 
upon  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Windham's  clauses  were  agreed  to;  and,  among 
others,  one  allowing  a  bounty  of  ten  shillings  to  such  mea 
as  should  volunteer  under  (his  bill.     Also  one  authorising' 
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his  Majesty  to  limit  the  extent  oF  the  ballot,  if  he  should 
think  it  expedient.  The  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
vae  feed  for  Thursday,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  as 
amended*. 

The  report  upon  the  militia  ballot  regulation  bill  was  fur- 
ther considered ;  and,  after  a  few  words  from  Sir  William 
Elford,  it  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  timejhe  next  day. 

The  Dublin  St.  George's  Church  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

.  The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  disposed  of,  and.  the 
House  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OP  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY   2. 

In  an  appeal  fromr  Scotland,  Rae  v.  Ncwall,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander and  Mr.  Horner  were  heard  for  the  appellant,  the 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  and  Mr.  Adam  for  the  respon- 
dent, and  Mr.  Alexander  in  reply.  Judgment  was  then 
given  on  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  affirming  the 
decree  of  the  court  of  session,  with  50/.  costs. . 

Lord  Minto  rose  to  observe,  that  in  stating  fhe  preceding 
day,  that  no  written  correspondence  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  board  of  controul  and  the  court  of  directors  since 
the  issuing  of  his  Majesty's  warrant  for  vacating  the  com- 
mission of  the  governor-general  and  council  of  Baikal,  he 
conceived,  from  recollection,  that  he  was  correct.  He  now 
found,  however,  that  since  that  event  some  correspondence 
had  passed  between  those  boards  ;  but  to  the  production  of 
which  he  should  object,  and  should  feel  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  opposing  any  motion  for  its  production,  unless 
some  very  special  grounds  were  stated. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  (in  the  absence  of  Lord 
Melville)  thanked  the  noble  lord  for  his  information,  and 
stated  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  noble  lord  (Melville)  in  or- 
der to  gain  time  for  procuring  further  information,  to  post* 
j*>nc  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  from  Friday 
till  Tuesday  next. 

Lord  Minto  wished  to  know  the  nature  of  the  motion. 
He  understood  from  the  noble  viscount  (Melville),  whom  he 
had  seen  that  morning,  that  he  intended  to  move  for  the 
papers  which  were  refused  the  preceding  day. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
',  The  order  for  summoning  the  Lords  for  Friday  was  dis** 
charged,  arid  renewed  for  Tuesday* 

Lord  Grenvillc  presented  a  message  from  his  Majesf  y,  *e*' 
lative  to  making  further  provision  for  the  younger  brcnehet 
of  the  royal  family,  similar  to  that  brought  dowtito  the 
House  of  Commons.  •  ' 

H  is  lordship  moved  to  take  the  message  into  consideration 
the  next  day.     Ordered.  « 

The  Irish  spirit  licence  bill,  and  the  stam|>-office  rfcgula-' 
tion  bill  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  East  India  shipping  bill,  and  the  thread-lace  bill, 
were  read  a  second  lime  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  post-officeregulation  bill  passed  through  a  committee, 
and  was  reported*    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   JULY  8. 

The  insolvent  debtors  bill  was  read  a  first  time  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

The  bill  for  rendering  more  commodious  the  entrance  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  expiring  laws  was 
brought  up,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  conform- 
able to  a  resolution  therein  agreed  to,  for  regulating  the  ca*-< 
riage  of  coals  by  inland  navigation  to  Lortdon. 

A  person  from  the  customs  presented  an  account  of  the 
average  prices  of.  corn  in  the  several  districts  of  England 
and  Wales. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith  the  slave  ships  regu- 
lation bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pnss&). 

The  land-tax  commissioners'  name  bill  went  through  a 
committee  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  distillery  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

In  a  committee  on  the  postngc  acts,  the  resolution  allow- 
ing non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  navy,  ar- 
my, artillery,  militia,  and  fencible  cdrps,  to  send  andie* 
ceive  letters  at  a  lower  rate  of  postage,  was  repealed,  and  a 
new  clause  was  introduced,  granting  to  all  such  persons  the 
privilege  of  receiving  and  sending  single lettcrson  tbeiitwta 
private  concerns  only,  for  one  penny  each,  under  certain 

3F/2  regulations. 
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regulations;  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  feoetved  the  ilex t 
day. 

The  Irish  prizngeand  butlcrage  biH  was  committed,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  (be  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Scotch  distillery  bill1 
was  takeninto  further  consideration,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday. 
.  The  Irish  poors  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  he  read 
<a  third  time  the  next  day. 

'-  In  a  committee  of  ways  and  rneans,  it  was  voted,  that, 
towards  raising  (he supplies  to  l>e  granted  to  his  Majesty,  a 
sum  be  raised  by  one  or  more  lotteries,  in  all,  of  100,000 
ticket*,  at  not  less  than  10/.  for  each  ticket  to  be  drawn  a 
prize.     Report  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  roads  amendment  bill  wan  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

In  a  committee  it  was  resolved,  that  a  bounty  of  5.9.  6rf. 
be  granted  on  the  exportation  of  every  hundredweight  of 
the  oil  of  vitriol  made  in  Great  Britain.  Ordered  to  be  re- 
ported the  next  day. 

T)ie  ordnance  messuage  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

•  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Ho  wick,  the  committees  on  the 
Greenwich  chest  and  hospital  bills  were  postponed  till  the 
next  day. 

The  master  of  the  Rolls  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Friday  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  addi- 
tional salaries  to  the  masters  in  chancery,  to  trie  accountant «. 
general,  and  to  the  clerks  in  the  office.   < 

In  the  committee  of  supply,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  sum 
of  1,000,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  bejpaid  to  the 
East  India  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  incurred  by  them  in  the  public  service: 

Also,  that  3,000,000/.  be  granted  for  the  extraordinary 
services  of  the  army  iu  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1806  : 

That  600,000/.* be  granted  for  the  same  service  in  Ire- 
land ; 

»  And,  That  55,527/.  IS*.  RJ.  be  granted  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  docks,  ships,  &c.  at  Chatham,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  act.     Report  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  that  the  report  on  the  linen  draw-back 
bill  be  token  into  further  consideration.  But  after  a  few  words 
from  Mr.  Stewart,  as  to  an  altera!  ion  which  he  proposed  to 
move  for  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  thcbill ;  and 

a  declaration 


JUfcY  fi.]  MESSAGE  mnrM  Hi*  MAJESTY*.  ^  S0T 

a  declaration  by  the  Speaker  that  such  alteration  could  only 
take  place  in  a  committee,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
bill  could  n&t  be  recommitted  after  it  had  been  engrossed, 
the  farther  consideration  was,  on  Mr.  Foster's  motion, 
postponed  till  the  next  day. 

Oi*  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  the  House  then 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Scotch  forfeited  estates  ac- 
counts, when,  after  considering  the  report  of  the  former 
committee,  it  was  resolved, 

That  the  sum  of  964/.  out  of  the  arrears  of  rents  of  the 
Perth  estate,  of  1090/.  out  o(  the  arrears  of  the  Lovat  es- 
tate, and  of  12,010/.  out  of  the  unexhausted  balance  and  sur- 
plus of  the  rents  of  the  different  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland, 
be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  taking  down  the  old  and 
erecting  a  new  exchequer  chamber  in  Edinburgh. 

That  7500/.  out  of  the  same  unexhausted  balances  .be ap- 
plied towards  the  erection  of  a  harbour  in  Wick  in  Caith- 
ness. 

.  That  800/.  per  annum  for  ten  years  be  granted  otit.of  the 
same  fund  to  the  Highland  Society  of  Scotland,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  agriculture  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, the  society  becoming  bound  to  pay  the  annuities  to  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  board  of  forfeited  estates  during 
the  said  period. 

That  the  sum  of  2000/.  be  granted  towards  the  erection 
of  a  lunatic  asylum  in  Edinburgh. 

And  that  the  residue  of  said  unexhausted  balance  or  sur- 
plus, be  vested  in  the  commissioners  for  roads  and  bridges  in 
Scotland,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  canals,  iron  rail- 
ways, .  harbours,  roads,  and  bridges,  in  that  country. 
Report  the  next  day.  .    ,• 

»  A  message  was  received  from  the  Lords,  stating,  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  stamp-office  regulation  bill,  ami} 
several  private  bills. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  MAJESTY. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  brought  up  a  message  from  his  Ma* 
jesty,  stating,  that  his  Majesty  having,  by  a  message  of 
the  8th  April,  1778,  recommended  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House  the  situation  of  the  younger  branches  of  the 
royal  family,  the  House  had  in  consequence  passed  an 
act,  granting  to  them  certain  allowances  out  of  the  aggro*  • 
gate  fund.  This,  however,  had  proved  not  an  effectual 
mode  of  meeting  the  intention  of  Parliament,  which,  hi* 

Majesty 
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Majesty  suggested,  would  be  more  completely  answered; 
by  ordering  the  allowances  to  be  paid  out  of  the  consoli^ 
dated  fund.  His  Majesty,  however,  could  not,  on  the 
present  occasion,  forbear  from  calling  to  the  attention  of 
the  House,,  the  great  change  in  the  value  of  money,  which, 
bad '  since  taken  place,  and  from  stating  his  expectation, 
that  the  House  would  make  such  additions  to  said  allow-, 
ances  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  might  seem  to  war*, 
rant. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  the  message  was. 
referred  to  the  committee  of  supply. 

AUDITORS  BILL. 

Lord  II .  Petty  having  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
auditors  bill, 

Mr.  T.  Jones  asked  the  noble  lord  for  an  explanation1, 
whether  the  public  opinion  which  prevailed,  which  he^ 
was  convinced  amounted  to  this,  that  there  were  450  mil-* 
lions  of  the  public  money  unaccounted  for,  was  to  be  sup-. 
posed  well  founded  ? 

Lord  H.  Petty  could  not  conceive  that  any  man,  after 
the  explanations  already  made,  could  entertain  any  doubt 
on  this  subject.  The  amount  specified  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  that  of  the  issues  of  the  public  money  made, 
and  which  might  be  said  to  be  unaccounted  for,  the  ac- 
counts of  its  disbursement  no:  having  passed  through  the. 
propel  audit. 

Mr.  Rose  stated,  that  he  did  nof  expect  the  second  read-, 
ing  to  have  been  pressed  that  night,  the  bill  having  only 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  members  within  the  last  two  or 
three  hours. 

Lord  H.  Petty  said  he  had  no  wish  to  press  the  bill,  but? 
thought  the  debate  on  the  principle  might  as  well  take 
place  on  the  question  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Rose  assented  to  this.  He  had,  however,  serious 
objections  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  he  tjiou^ht 
Calculated  to  raise  the  surmises  to  which  an  honourable 

Stiitleman.  (Mr.  Jones)  had  just  alluded.  He  maintained 
at  nine-tenths  of  the  sums  mentioned  by  the  noble  lord 
as  unaudited,  had  actually  been  unaudited  before  they 
came  to  be  considered  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts* 
by  whom  it  had  formerly  been  resolved,  that  it  was  an  un* 
necessary  waste  of  public  money  to  audit  the  accounts  olf 
the  navy,  army,  bank,  ordnance,  customs,  &c.   which. 

6  were 


# 
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were  actually  audited,  and  effectually  audited,  previous  tir ' 
their  coming  before  them.  If  these  were  laid  out  of  the 
computation  he  contended  that  not  ten  millions  would  re- 
main of  accounts  unaudited,  and  if  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  treasury  board,  or  the  noble  lord  opposite,  had 
been  aware  of  this  circumstance,  he  was  convinced,  the 
Mouse  would  never  have  been  troubled  with  the  present 
bffl. 

The  Attorney  General  did  not  believe  that  the  public 
were  Under  any  mistake  or  misconception  whatever  upon, 
the  subject,  although  great  pa  ins  appeared  to  bavebeeiv 
taken  to  represent  to  the  public  that  his  noble  friend  had 
stated  what  he  certainly  never  did  state.    He  believed  both 
the  public  and  the  House  of  Commons  were  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  mode  by  which 
tiie  public  accounts  could  be  speedily  audited.     Whea 
every  paymaster  knew  that  in  the  common  course  of  busi- 
ness his  accounts  would  not  be  audited  for  SO,  SO,  or  even 
40  years,  such  a   temptation  was  held  out  to.  him  as. 
no  individual  ought  to  be  exposed  to.    If  there  were  no 
other  reason,  be  thought  that  would  be  sufficient  to  prove 
the  necessity  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Iluskisson  considered  the  examination  before  the 
auditors  as  merely  a  matter  of  form.  They  were  in  the 
situation  of  bankers,  and  had  only  to  see  that  the  receipts 
corresponded  with  the  payments  which  had  been  made.  , 
"  Mr,  Secretary  Windham  thought  that  if  this  examina- 
tion was  merely  pro  formay  there  was  no  occasion  for  aft 
aYrear  of  SO  or  40  years  to  have  accumulated.  If,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  represent  it,  all  the  pub* 
l|c  accounts  had  been  examined  in  detail,  the  mere  formal 
business  of  passing  the  accounts  would  not  then  be  a  thing 
6t  so  much  difficulty. 

After  some  further  conversation  the  bill  was  read  a  se« 
(bnd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Sullivan  gave  notice,  that  if  his  noble  friend  (Lord 
Temple),  should  be  longer  prevented  by  indisposition 
from  attending  the  House,  he  would  take  up  on  Friday  the 
motion  of  which  lie  had  given  no!  ice. 

Mr.  Panll  also  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Friday 
bring  forward  a  supplementary  chirsre  against  Marquis 
Wellesley,  relative  to  the  business  of  Oude.. 
'  The  militia  ballo!  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tima 
the  next  day. 

ASSESSED 
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ASSESSED  TAXES  ALLOWANCE  BILL. 

t 

On  the  question  for  the  further  consideration  of  thcrc- 
port  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Iluslisson  wished  the  noble  lord  would  state  more 
tflcplicitly  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  the  principle  of  it. 
If  the  ground  were  merely  the  pressure  of  the  property 
tax,  which  was  of  a  temporary  nature,  he  did  not  think 
the  proper  remedy  was  (o  reduce  the  permanent  taxes. 
He  considered  that  this  was  an  encroachment  on  the  con- 
solidated fund,  which  lessened  the  security  of  the  public 
creditors ;  and  besides,  as  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
ftind  was  the  criterion  forjudging  of  the  general  prosperi- 
ty of  the  country,  he  thought  it  dangerous,  in  that  point 
of  view,  to  diminish  the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes, 
by  way  of  remedying  a  temporary  pressure. 

Lard  Henry  Petty  replied  that  when  the  property  tax 
was  under  consideration,  he  had  resisted  the  suggestions 
which  had  been  made  of  granting  exemptions  in  certain 
cases,  because  he  thought  the  principle  of  exemption  was 
bad,  and  that  the  tax  ought  to  be  equally  levied  on  pro- 
perty of  every  description.  It  was  not  merely  on  account 
tof  the  pressure  of  the  property  tax,  but  it  was  on  account 
of  the  general  pressure  of  taxation  that  he  conceived  thfc 
proposed  allowances  necessary.  If  the  restoration  of 
peace  should  remove  the  temporary  pressure,  he  should  bt*  • 
glad  to  recur  to  the  system  of  uniformity  of  taxation.  Hu 
thought  that  neither  the  House  nor  the  public  could  be 
alarmed  at  the  decrease  it  would  occasion  in  the  permanent 
taxes,  when  they  knew  the  reason  of  it.  If  in  this  respect 
there  was  a  deficiency,  in  some  other  points  the  permanent  m 
taxes  would  exceed  the  estimates. 

Mr.  Huskisson  still  objected  to  the  diverting  of  any  part* 
of  the  pennancnt  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  relief  from  the 
pressure  of  the  temporary  taxes.  He  concluded  by  moving 
a  clause,  by  which  it  was  provided  that  a  sum  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  exemption  should  be  paid  into  the  cousoli* 
dated  fund  out  of  the  property  tax. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  agreed  to  this  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day, 

The  report  of  the  Bell  Rock  light  house  committee,  wa» 
considered,  and  a  bill  ordered  pursuant  to  the  resolutions. 

YACCIKE 
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VACCINE   INOCULATION. 

I/>rd  II.  Petty  rose  in  order,  pursuant  to  notice  which 
lie  had  formerly  given,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject  of  the  vaccine  inoculation.     Though  this 
■was  no  political  subject,  yet  it  was  one  so  important  to  the 
health  and  to  the  very  existence  of  multitudes  of  the  hu- 
man species,  that  it  was  as  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
legislature,  as  it  certainly  promised  to  eradicate  that  hor? 
rid  disorder  called  the  small  pox..   lie  would  not  enter  at 
present  into  any  minute  detail  on  this  discovery,  as  it  had 
on  a  former  occasion  been  brought  before  the  House  by  his 
predecessor,.     This  interesting  discovery  had  been  the  re- 
sult  of  the  labours  of  one  eminent  physician,  who  had 
been  for  SO  years  solely  occupied  in  bringing  it  to  maturi- 
ty.    He  began  so  early  as  the  year  1777,  and  by  a  slow 
gradual  progress  brought  it  to  what  it' was  now.     In  1788 
be  thonght  of  extending  it.by  inoculation,  and  hoped  by 
this  means  the  total  extinction  of  the  small  pox.     In  1798, 
after  its  beneficial  effects  had  been  in  some  measure  ascer- 
tained, it  was  submitted  to  the  public,  and  began  to  b$ 
fenerally  diffused.     In  that  year  it  had  been  diffused  in 
Ingland;  in  1799  it  had  been  adopted  in  America,  noi 
only  among  the  white  inhabitants  but  also  among  the  In- 
dians, with  all  the  success  that  its  greatest  admirers  could 
Jiopefor.     In  1801  it  had  been  adopted  on  the  Continent. 
By  the  exertions  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander  in 
Chief  it  had  been  diffused  over  the  coast  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean.    It  had  spread  also  in  Russia  and  in  Prussia.     But 
what  he  wished  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to,  as  it  was  the  circumstance  that  made  the  strong- 
est impression  on  his  mind,  was,  the  success  which  it  had 
met  with  in  the  Austrian  dominions.     He  begged  leave  to 
mention  one  fact.     In  the  year  preceding  1  he  introduction 
of  the  vaccine  inoculation,  the  deaths  at  Vienna,  by  the 
small  pox,  had  been  8J5.     In  1802,  this  discovery  having1 
been  previously  introduced,  the  number  was  reduced  to 
61;  in  1803  to  27  ;    and  in  1R04  to  two  persons  :  so  that 
the  annual  saving  by  means  of  this  discovery,  in  that  city, 
was  833  persons.     Yet  after  this  it  was  melancholy  to 
think,  th*t  when  the  progress  was  so  rapid  on  the  Co'ifi- 
nent  of  Europe,  and  even  in  Cliim,  the  motion  in  this 
country  should' rather  be  retrograde.  This  had  been  owing  to 
some  objections  that  had  been  made  to  the  practice  ;  but 
V oh.  til.  -180 j-B.  3  V  even 
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even  these  very  objections  furnished  a  strong  argument  for 
the  proposition  which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House. 
But  these  objections  had  certainly  prevailed  in  retarding 
the  progress  of  the  discovery  in  this  country.  In  Lon- 
don, in  ISi*?,  ti:e  deaihs  by  the  small  pox  had  amounted 
to  l,t)ll.  la  J  804,  they  had  been  reduced  to  V2S.  But, 
in  consequence  of  the  prejudices  against  the  vaccine  inocu- 
lation, they  had  in  the  last  year  arisen  to  I,ftSi  ;  so  "that 
they  were  last  approaching  to  their  original  amount.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  he  had  been  induce.!  (o  bring  the 
subject  before  the  legislature ;  not  with  a  view  of  proposing 
any  compulsory  measure,  for  he  was  aware  how  improper 
it  would  be  to  propose  any  measure  of  compulsion  in  a  case 
where  the  persons  most  nearly  concerned  must  be  supposed 
to  be  the  most  competent  judges  where  health  and  happi- 
ness was  concerned.  Yet  it  was  the  duty  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  endeavour  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  people; 
and  to  give  to  an  useful  discovery  all  the  weight  which 
their  approbation 'could  confer  upon  it;  and  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  strongly  feel  the  importance  of  this 
duty.  11  is  object  was,  that  (he  royal  college  of  physicians 
should  examine  into  the  case,  state  the  condition  of  the 
vaccine  inoculation  in  this  country,  enquire  into  the  causes 
that  retarded  ils  progress,  and  make  a  report  accordingly. 
He  would  propose  this  with  a  view  lo  have  the  report  before 
the  House  early  the  next  session,  when  it  would  be  refer- 
Ted  to  a  committee,  in  order  thai  the  discovery  might  have 
that  increased  action,  which,  if  the  report  should  be  fa- 
vourable, must  follow  such  an  enquiry.  And,  if  the  re- 
sult should  be  the  corroboration  of  the  opinion,  as  lo  (he 
great  benefits  which  arose  tiom  this  discovery,  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  it,  and  if  the  principle  was  good,  not- 
withstanding the  objeeions  which  might  turn  out  to  be 
much  esiiffge rated,  then  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether  any  reward  should  be  given  to  Dr.  Jenner 
equal  to  the  impor'ant  nature  of  the  discovery,  consistent 
— fitb  the  glory  of  the  British  name,  which  had  oeen  thus 
;meiiled  and  extended,  and  worthy  of  the  dignity  and 
i  ill  ousc.  This  would  be  a  subject  for  after 
'  leration,  but  certainly  when  such  a  valuable  discove- 
1  Men  made  among  us,  we  ought  not  to  reject  it,  but 
the  first  to  adopt  it,  and  mate  it  as  extensively  Useful 
iossible.  lie  concluded  hy  moving  that  an  rrn.  nble 
preicnted  to  his  Majesty,  requesting  that  hfe 
Majesty 
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Majesty  would  direct  his  royal  college  of  physicians  toen* 
quire  into  thestatc  of  the  vaccine  inoculation  in  this  country, 
and  into  the  causes  that  retarded  its  progress,  and  report 
their  opinions,  and  the  evidence  on  which  they  were  found- 
ed, ana  }o  order  that  this  report  should  be  laid  before  this 
House.  * 

.  Mr.  Matthews  rose  to  second  the  motion.  He  had  at 
first  some  doubts  as  to  the  usefulness  of  the  discovery,  and 
had  attentively  watched  its  progress,  and  the  result  was, 
that  hfc  was  fully  convinced  of  its  great  value.    The  small- 

S)x  inoculation,  he  stated,  was  liable  to  great  objections, 
eath  in  many  instances  ensued  :  though  beneficial  to 
the  individuals,  it  was  a  magazine  of  contagion,  and  it 
had,  besides,  the,  effect  of  stirring  up  another  disease  in 
the  human  frame,  which  was  the  scrophula.  The  cow-pox 
inoculation  was  not  liable  to  these  objections,  and  he  was 
of  opinion  that  in  the  cases  in  which  it  had  failed,  it  had 
pot  been  fairly  tried.  He  had  no  doubt  that  posterity 
would  enrol  the  name  of  Jenner  among  those 

,        Inventas  qui  vitam  excoluere  per  artes, 
Quique  sui  raemores  alios  fecere  merendo. 

Mr.  WUberforce  expresed  his  satisfaction  at  the  subject 
having  been  brought  forward  by  the  noble  lord.  He  was 
not  surprised  that  the  people  of  this  country  had  been  more 
slow  in  allowing  the  benefits  of  this  discovery,  as  in  a  free 
country,  every  one  was  more  inclined  to  judge  for  bimsd£ 
and  to  adhere  with  stubbornness  to  his  opinion,  even  \yhen 
erroneous.  The  caifses  of  the  slow  progress  of  vaccine  ino- 
culation here,  he  thought,  rather  arose  from  improper 
matter  having  been,  in  some  cases,  used,  and  from  the  ig- 
norance of  many  of  the  persons  who  inoculated,  and  wSb 
were  not  able  to  distinguish  the  true  from  the  false  specie^ 
than  from  the  efforts  which  had  been  made  to  discredit  it 
in  some  publications,  which,  as  for  as  he  had  seen,  had 
been  written  in  such  a  tone  as  to 'render  them  totally  un- 
worthy attention.  He  thought,  however,  that  a  commit- 
tee of  that  House,  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  would  have 
answered  better  than  a  report  of  the  College  of  Physicians': 
fof  he  did  not  hope  that  much  good  would  be  derived 
from  them ;  as  almost,  every  medical  man  of  any  emi- 
nence in  London  had  already  certified  in  favour  of  the  vac- 
cination. He  differed  with  the  noble  lord  in  another  re- 
•pect,  as  he'eonceived  that  there  might  fairly  be  some  com- 

3  F  2  pulsion" 
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pulsion  Used  on  the  part  of  (he  legislators     Certainly  it 
Would  be  unjust  to  compel  persons  to  be  vaccinated,  but  it 
would  be  by  no  means   unjust   to   compel  persons,  who 
chose  to  be  inoculated  with  the  small-pox,  to  take  such 
precautions  as  should  be  judged  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  the  infection  to  others.  Although  it  might  not 
be  fair  to  compel  persons  lotakeprecautions  tor  their- indivi- 
dual security,  it  was  perfectly  fair,  by  legislative  compul- 
sion, to  prevent  them  from  injuring  society  by  spreading 
infectious  disorders.     In  the  caseot  the  plague,  and  other 
infectious  disorders,  very  rigorous  measures  are  taken  by 
all  governments  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  infec- 
tion, and  he  could  not  see  why  the  same  should  not,  in  a 
lesser  degree,  be  applied  to  the  small-pox.     At  present 
persons  not  only  inoculated  their  children  for  the  small- 
pox, but  sent  them,  after  they   were  inoculated,  among 
other  children  who  were  not  infected,  and  in  this  maimer 
spread  contMgion  over  a  whole  neighbourhood.     He  con- 
ceived it  a  du'y  that  the  government  owed  to  society,  to 
protect  the  people  from  this,  as  well  as  every  other  species 
of  contagion 'or  pestilence,  as  far  as  wise  regulations  could 
ilo  it.     The  object  of  his  making  these  observations  was, 
that  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  turn  the  subject  in  their 
tabids  before  the  next  scs^on,   and   consider  whether  it 
Would  not  be  perfectly  just  and  right  that  there  should 
be  some  positive  interference  of  the  legislature  upon  that 
subject. 

Mr.   Windham  expressed  his  satisfaction  to  find  such  ft 
general  uniformity   of  sentiment  as  to  the  measure  pro- 

])o>.ed  by  his  noble  friend.  The  only  point  of  difference 
ay  in  the  mode  which  an  honourable  member  had  thought 
it  better  to  pursue.  He  had  suggested,  that  the  enquiries 
of  a  committee  of  Parliament  were  better  calculated  to  pro- 
duce an  impression  on* he  public  mind.  But  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  a  professional  nalurc,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a 
commit  tee  of  the  House  were  much  less  competent  to  decide 
than  a  body  of  physicians.  This  was  a  distinction  founded 
on  evident  principles  •,  and  for  the  same  reasons  it  was  to  be 
supposed,  tii at  the  authority  of  medical  men  would  be 
"much  more  generally  recognized.  When,  however,  the 
report  of  the  college  was  made,  the  authority  of  Parliament 
would  be  employed  to  give  additional  weight  and  solem- 
nity to  their  decision.  It  was  the  evidence  of  medical  men 
*  *  which 
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which  gavfc  strength  to  the  report  of  a  former  committee ; 
and  their  enquiries  would  afford  the  best  chance  of  over- 
coming error,  and  of  guiding  the  publk?  opinion,  on  a 
matter  of  which  they  were  peculiarly  competent  to  judge. 
His  honourable  friend  had  recommended  a  certain  degree  of 
compulsion  and  restraint,  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  contagion.    But  to  such  measures  he  trusted  the  House 
would  not  recur,  except  in  cases  of  great  necessity.     Such 
a  degree  of  restraint  was  still  more  desirable  before  the  prac- 
tice of  inoculation  was  introduced,  and  yet   it  had  not 
been  resorted  to.     He  must  confess,  however,  that  no  mart' 
who  was  in  the  habit, of  walking  in  the  streets  -of  London, 
could  help  being  scandalized  at  the  frequent  exposure  of 
children,  even  in  the  midst  of  crowds,   covered  with  the   , 
small-pox,    and  capable  of  diffusing   the  contagion  all 
around.     Still  the  House  should  be  slow  to  resort  to  any 
modes  of  compulsion  ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  measure  now 
before  the  House,  would  ultimately  remove  the  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  compulsion  and  restraint. 

Mr.  Wilber force  explained,  and  observed,  that  he  had 
only  thought  it  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  modes  of 
regulation,  not  harsh  in  themselves,  might  be  adopted  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 

Mr.  Banfcesj  considering  the  late  period  of  the  session, 
approved  of  the  mode  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord,  though  he  thought  that  an  investigation  by  a 
committee  of  the  House  would  prove  the  most  satisfactory. 
But  he  now  understood,  that  it  was  proposed  to  combine 
the  two  together,  and  that  the  opinion  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  would  be  followed  up  by  the  resolutions  of  a 
committee  of  the  House.     He  conceived,  however,  that 
if  it  was  merely  the  examination  of  a  fact  whether  the  vac- 
cine inoculation  would  afford  a.  protection  from  the  small- 
pox or  not,  a  committee  of  the  House  were  fully,  compe- 
tent to  deride  upon  it.     It  was   a  question  of  fact,  not 
of  science,  and  must  be  decided  by  the  evidence  that  would 
come  before  them.     But  as  the  present  plan  seemed  to  com- 
bine the  advantages  of  both  modes  of  enquiry,  and  as  the 
report  of  the  college  was  to  receive  the  iiltimate  sanction  of 
Parliament,  the  present  measure  should  meet  with  his  hear- 
ty concurrence.      The  reason  why  the  vaccine  inoculation 
had  failed  in  some  instances  in  i his  country  seemjed  to  be, 
-   that  it  was  not  confined,  as  in  other  countries,  to  scientific 
•     •     >  persons. 
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persons.  TheNvhole  process  had  here  been  so  completely1*- 
Described)  and  made  so  plain,  that  it  had  been  taken  up 
indiscriminately,  and  hence  a  spurious  inoculation  might 
ill  some  cases  have  taken  place,  which  had  excited  some 
prejudices  in  the  public  mind  against  the  practice.  He 
-wished  that  another  learned  body,  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
Jiould  also  take  a  part  in  the  enquiry.  The  small-pox  was 
a  disease,  which  had  been  very  much  in  their  hands,  ami 
therefore  they  were  able  to  give  very  important  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  The  vaccine  inoculation,  if  really 
effectual,  would  ultimately  find  its  way  in  spite  of  the  op- 
position and  prejudices  which  had  been  excited' against  it  j 
there  was  a  good  sense  in  the  people  of  England  that  would 
not  long  permit  them  to  oppose  the  truth,  and  in  that  case 
he  conceived  that  the  reward  bestowed  on  the  man  who  had 
made  the  discovery,  would  not  be  found  a  remuneration 
sufficiently  ample. 

Mr.  William  Smith  concurred  with  his  honourable  friend 
in  thinking,  that  the  College  of  Surgeons  should  be  joined 
to  that  of  the  Physicians  in  the  present  enquiry  ;  and  as- 
4  cribed  the  prejudices  which  had  arisen  against  the  prao 
tice  to  the  ignorance  and  inattention  of  those  who  had 
communicated  the  inoculation.  He  expressed  his  satis- 
faction, that  the  subject  had  b^n  brought  forward  by  a 
noble  lord  of  high  official  and  private  character,  and  coiv- 
peived  that  the  sentiments  delivered  on  the  occasion  would 
tend  to  remove  those  prejudices  which* were  rather  founded 
on  authority  than  observation,  and  which  were,  therefore, 
more  likely  to  be  removed  by  the  weight  of  authority,  than 
by  reasoning. 

Mr.  Paull  begged,  leave  to  state  a  fact  to  the  House, 
-with  regard  to  the  effects  of  vaccine  inoculation  in  India* 
At  Lucknow  the  annual  average  of  deaths  from  the  small 
pox  had  been  670  ;  but  in  the  last  year  from  the  general 
practice  of  vaccine  inoculation,  not  more  than  75  ha)i 
died  of  that  disorder ;  and  there  the  medical  practitioners 
were  two  centuries  behind  those  of  this  country.  He  also 
suggested,  as  prejudices  were  very  strong  against  the  prac- 
tice, in  the  North  of  Scotland,  that  the  Edinburgh 
College  of  Physicians  should  be  applied  to,  as  being 
raore  likely  to  remove  prejudices  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
ty 

Lord  JET.  Pdty  expressed  his  high  satisfaction  at  the 

genera^ 
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Seneral  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  sentiments  which 
e  had  expressed.  It  was  undoubtedly  his  wish,  as  had 
been  stated  by  an  honourable  friend,  that  the  present  mea- 
sure should  be  ultimately  followed  up,  by  submitting 
the  whole. to  a  committee  of  Parliament.  But  he  could 
not  see  that  the  question  came  merely  under  the  idea  of 
a  fact  which  could  as  well  be  decided  by  the  House 
as  by  medical  men.  The  committee,  for  instance,  could 
not  investigate  a  certain  criterion  with  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter that  is  employed  in  diffusing  the  vaccine  inoculation, 
by  which  it  might  be  clearly  distinguished  from  matter  of 
a  spurious  kind.  As  there  was  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
introduction  pf  spurious  matter  had  been  the  great  cause 
of  those  partial  failures  which  had  excited  prejudices 
against  the  practice  itself,  an  investigation  of  this  kind  be- 
came of  material  importance.  Another  enquiry  for  which 
professional  men  were  much  more  competent,  would  also 
be  made  into  the  reality  of  those  reports  which  had  ascribed 
the  generating  of  other  disorders  to  the  vaccine  matter. 
It  had  been  asserted,  for  instance,  to  have  produced  a 
scorbutic  tendency  ;  and  surely  an  enquiry  into  the  truth 
of  this  assertion,  could  only  be  properly  made  by  me- 
dical practitioners.  He  conceived  also,  that  one  centre  of 
enquiry  would  be  fully  sufficient,  and  probably  more 
effectual  than  if  several  bodies  of  professional  men  were 
combined  for  the  purpose.  But  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  as  well  as  private  individuals,  would 
Correspond  with  the  learned  body  to  whom  the  enquiry 
wrpuld  be  referred,  and  communicate  such  information  as 
might  render  their  report  more  complefe  and  satisfactory. 
On  the  nature  of  that  report,  when  communicated,  every 
ulterior  proceeding  of  th<*  House  would  depend. 

The   address   was   then  ^agreed   to,   nemine  contradi* 
cente. 

The  committee  on  the  Oude  charge  was  postponed  till: 
Friday  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  II.  Petty,  the  third  reading  of 
file  West  India  trade  bill  was  postponed  till  Friday. 

Adjourned* 


nous? 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   JULY  3. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  coram  ission  to  the  a^dw 
tional  assessed  taxes  bill,  the  Tor  to!  a  free  port  bill,  the  Irish 
spirit  licence  bill,  the;  Irish  mine  bill,  the  excise  regulation 
hillj  the  stamp-office  regulation  bill,  the  Gibraltar  and  Malta 
postage  bill,  the  Prussian  yarn  bill,  the  Duke  of  Grafton's 
agreement  bill,,  the  Temple-bar  and  Snow-hill  lottery  bill, 
and  several  private  bills.  , 

The  commissioners  were  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  r 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

The  judges  resumed  the  delivery  of  their  opinions  in  the 
caseof  Lucina  r.  Crawford. 

All  the  judges  having  delivered  their  opinions, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  cause  till  Wednesday  next.     Ordered. 

Lord  Grenville  presented  two  messages  from  his  Majesty, 
similar  to  those  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  :  one 
King  the  usual  message  previous  to  a  vote  of  credit,  and 
the  other  relating  to  continuing  the  annuity  of  1,000/.  per 
annum  granted  to  the  late  Lord  Rodney  to  the  present  lord. 

His  Majesty's  messages  were,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Grenville,  ordered  to  be  taken  iuto  consideration  the  next 
day. 

ROYAL   FAMILY. 

Lord.  Grenville  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  consideration  his  Majesty's  message.  His  lordship'ob- 
served  that,  on  the  first  part  of  the  message,  he  could  not 
conceive  that  any  doubt  could  possibly  exist  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  rectifying  an  oversight  which  had  occurred  re- 
specting the  provisions  made  in  the  year  1778  for  the 
younger  branches  of  his  Majesty's  illustrious  house,  and 
which  had  r.ot  been  discovered  until  after  the  death  of  his 
Majesty's  brother,  the  late  Duke  of  Gloucester,  when  it 
being,  of  course,  wished  to  continue  the  annuity  enjoyed  hy 
that  illustrious  person  to  the  present  duke,  it  was  found  that 
this  could  not  be  done  in  consequence  of  an  oversight  in  not 
properly  transferring  the  provisions  made  for  the  younger 
branches  of  the  royal  family  from  the  aggregate  to  the  con- 
solidated fund.  There  could  not,  therefore,  he  conceived, 
be  the  least  objection  to  making  provision  for  carrying  into 

effect 
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effect  now,  what  was  evidently  the  intention  of  his  Majest/ 
and  Parliament  at  the  time.  With  respect  to  the  second 
«part  of  the  message,  relative  to  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
allowances  to  the  younger  branches  of  his  Majesty's  family, 
he  also  conceived  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  pro* 
priety. .  It  was  certainly  necessary,  in  our  present  circum* 
stances,  that  every  one  should  make  great  sacrifices  to  main- 
tain the  dignity,  preserve  the  honour,  and  secure  the  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  and  to  uphold  the  monarchy  and  the 
•constitution*  To  these  sacrifices  every  one  convinced  of 
their  necessity  cheerfully  contributed.  To  keep  up  the 
splendour  of  the  throne,  and  support  the  dignity  of  the  it 
Injurious  branches  of  his  Majesty  s  royal  house,  was  a  port 
of  the  constitution,  and  an  object  to  which  every  one  who 
venerated  that  constitution  would  readily  contribute.  There 
must  be,  he  was  certain,  a  full  conviction,  as  the  fact  was, 
that  bis  Majesty  would  not  have  made  this  appeal  to  his 
Parliament  had  there  not  been  a  real  necessity  for  making 
that  increase  at  which  his  Majesty's  message  pointed.  No 
increase  had  taken  place  in  the  provision  made  for  the 
younger  branches  of  the  royal  family  since  the  year  1778, 
a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years ;  and  when  it  was  considered 
how  much  circumstances  had  altered  in  the  course  of  that 
weriod,  and  how  greatly  the  price  of  ever  v  article  necessary 
/io  the  establishment  of  a  household  had  increased ;  when 
it  was  considered  also,  that  the  illustrious  persons  for  whom 
an  increased  allowance  was  now  asked,  were,  from  their 
age  and  period  of  life,  compelled  to  an  increase  of  expendi- 
ture, he  was  convinced  there  would  remain  no  doubt  as  to 
the  propriety,  the  expediency,  and  the  necessity  of  concur- 
ring in  the  proposed  increase.  The  sums  proposed  to  be 
granted  would  come  more  properly  before  tne  House  when 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  came  up  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving  an  address, 
concurring  in  the  objects  of  his  Majesty's  message.  Car* 
ried  nem.  dis. 

The  address  was  ordered  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty 
by  the  lords  with  white  staves. 

The  £arl  of  Suffolk  addressed  the  House  on  the  subject 
of  vaccine  inoculation,  to  which  he  professed  himself  a 
warm  friend.  His  lordship  stated,  from  a  conversation  he 
bad  had  with  Admiral  Massaredo,  the  popularity  of  that 
tnode  of  inoculation  in  Spain,  where  it  was  considered  at 
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one  of  the  greatest  benefits  that  could  have  been  conferred 
upon  mankind. 

The  post-office  regulation  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  thread  lace  bill  and  the  East  India  shipping  bill 
passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported.  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   JULY   3. 

.  The  deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod  summoned  the  House 
to  the  House  of  Peers.  The  Speaker,  on  his  retucn,  declared 
that  the  royal  assent  had  been  given  to  the  West  India  au- 
ditors1 bill,  the  Tortola  free  port  bill,  and  others. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  he  had  to  acquaint  the  House 
that  the  person  on  whose  behalf  the  petition  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  return  for  Wexford  had  been  presented 
to  the  House,  had  not  entered  into  a  recognizance  pursuant 
to  the  statute.  In  consequence  of  this  the  order  for  taking 
this  petition  into  consideration  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Robson  withdrew  hk  motion  for  the  next  day  re- 
tpectiig  the  barrack  abuses  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  the 
pipers  moved  for  by  the  Secretary  at  War  were  not  yet  in 
the  members'  hands.  He  promised  to  bring  forward  the 
motion  on  an  early  day  next  week. 

The  land  tax  commissioners  bill  was  reported,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vansittart  presented  an  account  of  (he  money  ad- 
yanced  for  various  services  out  of  the  civil  list  revenue  for 
the  last  fair  years,  &c.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
.    The  report  of  the  commi'tee  on  the  oil  of  vitriol  act  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Irish  road  accounts  were  committed.  Report  the 
next  day. 

.    The  Westminster-hall  avenue  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  post-office  acts,  as  far 
as  related  to  the  letters  of  noa-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  army  and  navy,  was  brought  up.  The  re- 
solutions were  agreed  to,  and  provision  ordered  to  be  made 
accordingly.  .. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Scotch  forfeited  es- 
tates* the  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  respecting  the 

1,000,000/. 
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1,000,000/.  to  the  East  India  Company,  &c  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  respecting  a  lottery, 
were  brought  up,  the  resolutions  agreed  to,  and  bills  or- 
dered. 

The  assessed  taxes  allowance  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  The  Irish  poor  bill  was  also  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  Earl  of  Ormond's  butlerage  bill  was  reported,  and 
ordered  to  fee  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 
■  Mr.  Gramt,  from  the  commissioners  of  military  enquiry, 

{Presented  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  Mr.  John  Ptitchard, 
aid  before  them  on  the  3d  of  January,  1806.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  to  issue  excheqner  bills 
on  the  credit  of  the  aids  of  the  year.     Leave  given. 

Mr.  Vansittart  also  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  quarantine  laws,  as  far  as  regarded  Great  Bri- 
tain. After  a  few  words  from  Sir  John  Newport,  respecting 
the  propriety  of  assimilating  at  some  subsequent  period, 
the  Irish  to  the  British  quarantine  laws,  leave  was  given.    ' 

The  ordnance  lands  bill  was  committed.  Report  the 
next  day. 

The  Greenwich  hospital  bill,  and  Greenwich  chest  bill, 
were  committed.    Report  the  next  day. 

Mr.Tyrwhitt  stated,  that  some  private  interests  might  be 
affected  by  the  stoppage  of  the  embankments  at  Catwater, 
and  in  such  a  case  he  wished  to  know  from  the  noble  lord 
below  (Howick),  whether  compensation  should  be  made,. 

Sir  William  Elford  also  urged  the  necessity  of  attention 
to  this  circumstance. 

Lord  Howick  agreed  that  when  private  interests  were'af- 
fected  by  any  plan  for  public  accommodation,  the  parties 
ought  to  be  indemnified  ;  but  the  proper  course  of  proceed-, 
inff  would  be  by  a  petition  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Mehcux,  from  the  India  board,  presented  an  account 
of  the  net  revenue  of  the  ceded  provinces  of  Oude.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Windham  moved  the  re-committal  of  the  training 
bill.  . 

Mr.  Ryder  asked  whether  this  was  with  a  view  to  prevent 
its  being  debated  on  the  report,  as  well  as  on  the  third  read- 
ing! if  it  was,  he  would  now  oppose  it.    But  if  it  was  in- 
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tended  to  recommit  it,  with  a  view  to  correct  some  errors, 
he  would  not  now  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  it  was  merely  with  a  view  to 
make  some  amendments,  after  which  it  would  be  open  to 
be  debated  on  the  report  as  before.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
committed, some  amendments  were  made,  and  .the  House 
resumed.  [Here  the  farther  proceedings  upon  it  .were  post- 
poned for  a  few  minutes,  apparently  because  some  of  the 
principal  members  of  opposition  had  not  arrived.] 

The  report  of  the  linen  drawback  bill  was  considered, 
after  which  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
day. 

MESSAGES  FROM  THE  KINO. 

,  Lord  H.  Petty  brought  down  a  message  from  the  King, 
acquainting  the  House, 

<  "  That  application  had  been  made  to  his  Majesty,  that 
u  the  pension  of  1000/.  per  annum  on  the  Irish  establish- 
"  ment,  granted  to  the  late  Lord  Rodney,  in  consideration 
"  of  his  eminent  services,  should  be  continued  to  his  grand - 
u  son,  the  present  Lord  Rodney.  His  Majesty  being  fa- 
<'  vouraWy  disposed  to  the  said  request,  recommended  it  to 
"  his  faithful  Commons  to  take  such  measures  as  might 
"  render  th&t  disposition  effectual." 

The  message  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
6f  supply  the  next  day. 

Lord  rl.  Petty  then  brought  down  another  message,  the 
purport  of  which  was, 

€<  That  his  Majesty,  relying  on  the  zeal  and  affection  of 
"  his  faithful  Commons,  and  considering  it  important  to 
u  be  able  to  provide  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise,  re- 
"  commends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  enable  him  to 
u  provide  against  all  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  act 
a  in  such  a  way  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  may  require.'* 

This  message  was  also  referred  to  the  committee  of  supply. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  H.  Petty,  leave  was  given  to  oring 
in  a  bill  for  amending  an  act  of  the  42d  of  the  King,  for 
consolidating  the  land  tax  acts,  and  for  exonerating  small 
livings  and  charitable  institutions  from  the  land  tax. 

MILITIA  BALLOT  BltL. 

Mr.  Windham  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  militia  ballot  bill. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Etford  rose,  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
that  part  of  the  b*H  which  suspended  the  ballot  for  the  mi- 
litia. The  ballot  was  already  suspended  as  to  those  regi- 
ments that  were  above  their  establishment ;  but  the  suspen- 
sion ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  extended  to  those  which 
-Were  below  their  establishment.  This  diminution  of  their 
numbers  had  been  the  effect  of  volunteering  into  the  line. 
As  to  the  plan  of  substituting  a  bounty,  instead  of  the  ballot, 
he  thought  it  subversive  of  the  principles  on  which  the  mi* 
litia  service  was  founded,  namely,  the  prerogative  of  the 
King  to  call  out  a  part  of  the  people  in  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. From  this  it  followed,  of  course,  that  the  service  was 
in  its  nature  compulsory,  and  that  a  ballot  must  be  employ- 
ed to  prevent  arbitrary  restrictions  to  particular  classes* 
Ballot  had  accordingly  been  hitherto  successfully  employed 
for  this  purpose.  He  then  contended  that  compulsory  ser- 
vice in  the  navy  would  be  rendered  more  irksome  and  invi- 
dious, by  doing  away  the  ballot  lor  the  militia.  As  to  the 
system  of  ballot  bearing  unequally  on  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
he  maintained  that  this  was  precisely  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  other  advantages  which  were  derived  from  wealth* 
The  rich,  in  this  as  in  other  cases,  procured  others  to  do 
that*  for  them,  which  the  poor  were  compelled  to  do  for 
themselves. 

Mr*  Windham  observed,  that  he  intended  to  propose  a 
clause,  by  way  of  rider,  which  would  do  away  the  objeo* 
lions  of  the  honourable  baronet.  While  the  militia  was 
on  the  whole  above  that  establishment  which  had  been 
,  thought  sufficient,  there  were  some  regiments  considerably ' 
below  it;  and  this  clause  would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  raise  such  reduced  regiments  up  to  their  comple- 
ment, whenever  it  might  seem  proper.  This  measure  would 
keep  alive  the  idea  of  ballot ;  and  as  to  the  question  of 
bounty,  since  it  was  not  proposed  at  present  to  have  re- 
course to  it,  he  would  leave  it.  open  for  future  discussion. 
This  was  all  it  seemed  necessary  to  say  in  reply  to  the  ho- 
nourable baronet. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  Mr.  Windham 
brought  up  a  clause,  enabling  his  Majesty,  if  he  shall  think 
fit,  to  direct  the  ballot  to  take  place,  for  supplying  vacan- 
cies in  regiments  reduced  below  their  establishment. 

This  clause  was  then  made  part  of  the  bill,  by  way  of 
rider,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

TRAIKINO 
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TRAINING    BILL. 

The  rfcport  of  the  com  miUee  on  the  training  bill  was  then  * 
brought  up ;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  that  the  report 
be  now  read,  f 

Sir  H.  Mildmay  said,  that  he  thought  the  country  had 
reason  to  complain  that  ministers  Had  delayed  bringing  this 
measure  forward  till  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  when  it 
was  now  impossible  to  ascertain  the  real  sense  of 'Parliament 
on  the  subject.  It  was  certainly  desirable,  considering  the 
wild  notions  which  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the 
construction  of  the  regular  army,  and  that  it  was  intended 
to  suspend  the  laws  which  relate  to  the  militia,  that  an  eflU 
cient  force  should  somewhere  be  created  on  which  the  coun- 
try might  rely  in  case  of  any  unexpected  emergence  ;  but 
disapproving  of  the  principles  on  which  this  bill  was  found- 
ed,  and  the  provisions  it  contained,  he  did  not  consider  it  as 
that  best  calculated  tor  such  a  purpose.  It  very  much  re- 
sembled the  plan  brought  forward  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  in  many  respects,  though  it  essentially  differed  from 
it  both  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at  the  time  it 
was  suggested,  and  in  some  of  the  most  prominent  features 
of  its  character.  The  former  bill  was  introduced  when  we 
were  at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  with  our  own  military  estab- 
lishments on  a  very  reduced  scale;  while  the  enemy  had  a 
large  and  well  disciplined  army  actually  on  foot,  witn  which 
he  threatened  us  with  immediate  invasion.  At  such  a  mo- 
ment any  plan  was  judicious  which  placed  arms  in  the  hands 
of  such  a  proportion  of  the  loose  population  as  the  govern- 
ment thought  equal  to  any  necessity  that  might  arise.  But 
this  was  not  the  case  at  present :  we  had  now  a  larger  mili- 
tary establishment  than  the  country  had  ever  known  ;  our 
militia,  by  long  experience  and  discipline,  Wis  little  inferior 
to  the  regular  army,  and  we  had  300,000  volunteers,  most 
of  whom  had  been  reported  (it  to  act  with  troops  of  the  line. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  situation  of  the  country  to  create 
dismay,  or  to  justify  calling  on  the  public  to  submit  to  the 
o.\?rous  apd  oppressive  operation  of  this  bill.  The  bill  of 
1803  gave  a  distinct  option  to  the  country,  either  to  raise 
the  number  of  volunteers  prescribed  by  government,  or  to 
incur  the  inconveniences  of  the  levy^en-masse.  The  country 
did  not  hcSitate  to  accept  the  alternative,  and  the  number 
of  volunteers  were  raised  without  the  least  difficulty,  and 
the  government  might  have  had  three  times  as  many  if  they 

had 
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had  chosen  to  accept  them.  It  was  a  distinct  bargain  made 
-with  the  country,  that  by  raising  the  volunteers,  they  should 
exempt  themselves  from  compulsory  training.  After  the 
country  had  scrupulously  performed  their  part  of  the  cove- 
nant, the  government  was  precluded  from  resorting  again 
to  the  measure,  which  was  now  brought  forward,  without  &t 
manifest  breach  of  public  faith.  The  bill  was  also  very  ob- 
jectionable, as  it  imposed  an  intolerable  tax  on  the  lowest 
orders  of  the  labourers,  the  manufacturers,  and  the  artisans, 
of  whom  this  force  was  to  be  composed.  The  ordinary 
earnings  of  such  persons  might  be  taken  at  three  shillings 
a  day,  whereas  the  pay  allowed  by  government  would 
amount  to  only  one  snilling,  so  that  each  man  would  lose 
two  shillings  a  day  for  every  day  he  went  out.  This  would 
amount  to  no  less  than  480,000/.  supposing  the 'whole 
200,000  men  called  out  for  twenty-four  days.  The  bill  was 
.also  partial  and  unjust  as  applying  to  England  alone* 
Why  was  Scotland  excepted  ?  If  the  bill  was  a  benefit,  as 
some  contended,  why  was  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
to  be  exempted  from  such  benefit  ?  or,  if  it  was  a  burden, 
what  had  Scotland  done  to  redeem  herself  from  her  share  of 
the  pressure  ?  No  man  could  doubt  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of 
that  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  no  man  could  doubt  that  in 
case  of  invasion  the  coast  of  Scotland  was  as  much  exposed 
to  attack  as  that  of  England  ;  and  why  were  Ihey  to  be  de- 
fended both  by  men  and  money  at  our  expence  ?  The  bill 
had  been  called  an  experiment,  and  as  such  should  be  first 
.tried  on  a  confined  scale:  that  might  be  a  very  good  argument 
to  Scotland,  who  was  exempted  from  the  burden,  but  would 
hardly  be  satisfactory  to  us  who  were  to  bear  the  whole  ex- 
pence.  As  to  the  volunteers,  this  plan  was  not  calculated  to 
encourage  them:  it  took  from  them  not  only  much  of  their 
allowances,  but  also. many  of  those  advantages  which  had 
contributed  to  raise  them  to  the  high  state  of  discipline 
which  they  had  attained.  The  language  of  contempt  wnicli 
had  89  lavishly  been  bestowed  on  that  system,  coupled  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  must  effectually  damp  the  spirit 
and  activity  of  the  volunteers.  It  could  not  be  expected 
from,  men,  who  served  at  great  inconvenience  and  trouble 
to  themselves,  to  continue  in  the  service  when  they  had  so 
much  reason  to  think  i)mt  their  exertions  were  undervalued 
bv  the  government.  That  feeling  generally  prevailed. 
Inhere  was  hardly  a  single  volunteer  who  did  not  feci  himseff 
disgusted  with  the  expressions  and  conduct  of  the  secretary 

for 
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for  the  war  department.  It  was  rather  singular  also,  thai 
he  should  be  tlie  person  to  revive  ballot  and  commutation 
of  personal  service  for  money,  who  had  so  pointedly  repro- 
bated both  those  measures.  The  concurrent  jurisdiction  of 
the  constable  and  drill  serjeant  was  ludicrous,  and  perfectly 
useless,  unless  indeed  the  drill  serjeant  was  to  be  used  as  a 
crimp  for  the  regular  army.  He  proceeded  to  comment  on 
several  clanses  of  the  bill,  and  contended  that'all  that  was 
meritorious  in  theplan  was  stolen  from  the  act  of  the  former 
administration ;  that  it  contained  a  distinct  recognition  of 
all  that  was  considered  most  exceptionable  in  Mr.  Pitt's 
additional  force  bill,  and  was  wholly  unworthy  of  a  govern* 
menf  who  assumed  such  super-eminence  of  talent,  and  had 
promised  so  much  to  the  country.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing, that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  should  be  post- 
poned for  six  months. 

Mr.  Eyre  disliked  the  bill  chiefly  upon  its  compulsory 
principle :  he  thought  compulsion  was  the  very  last  prin- 
ciple government  should  resort  to  in  a  free  country,  and  it 
was  wholly  unnecessary  now,  unless  it  could  be  shewn  that 
the  spirit  of  volunteer  service  was  so  depressed  as  to  render 
it  indispensable ;  but  feeling  that  this  was  not  the  case,  bo 
considered  this  bill  as  putting  a  complete  end  to  the  volun- 
teer service.  The  rignt  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
charged  with  casting  slurs  upon  the  volunteers,  and  he  had 
denied  that  charge ;  but  how  would  he  do  away  the  sarcasm 
which  this  bill  cast  upon  them  ?  Was  it  no  sarcasm,  at  a 
moment  that  there  were  300,000  volunteers  in  arms  in  the 
country,  to  set  them  down  by  this  bill  as  nothing,  and  fly 
to  a  compulsory  levy  of  the  people  en  masse  •*  The  only 
thing  which  could  at  all  reconcile  the  bill  in  any  degree  to 
his  mind,  would  be  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  assent 
to  the  admission  of  a  clause  he  should  propose  on  the  third 
leading  of  the  bill.  Without  this  he  should  vote  against  ft 
altogether. 

Sir  R.  Williams  begged  to  ask  of  those  who  gave  so  much 
opposition  to  the  present  bill,  and  endeavoured  to  charge 
on  his  Majesty's  ministers  a  purpose  of  damping  the  volun- 
teer spirit,  whether  those  ministers  were  not  eatitkd  to  some 
credit  for  exempting  the  country,  at  this  crisis,  from  a  re- 
petition of  the  enormous  expence  of  five  millions,  which 
the  volunteer  system,  under  its  present  regulations,  had  cost 
in  three  years  ?  He  contended  the  present  bill  had  no  such 
tendency  as  that  of  doing  away  or  putting  down  die  vohra- 

^tserSrv 


JtJtY  ft]  f  RAINING  BILL*  4 if 

leers.  It  was  the  original  intention  that  tliey  should,  a& 
Volunteers,  serve  the  country,  and  clothe  themselves  at. 
their  own  expence.  To  restore  that  principle  was  the  only' 
operation  this  bill  could  have  in  respect  to  them)  and  there* 
fore  he  should  give  it  hte  support.  He  deplored,  as  much 
as  any  man,  the  loss  of  a  late  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  that  House ;  but  he  bad  no  idea  of  opposing  his  Majesty's 
present  ministers*  merely  because  they  were  not  of  his  ad- 
ministration, or  because  they  were  opposed  to  it.  He' 
thought  the  measures  they  had  hitherto  brought  forward' 
were  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  therefore  they  should . 
have  his  support. 

Mr.  Fonblanque  supported  the  bill.  He  denied  that  It 
Could  have  any  such  tendencv  as  that  of  putting  down  the 
Volunteer  system.  He  thought  it  was  the  bounden  duly  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers  to  take  every  precaution  for  securing 
the  country  against  the  danger  of  an  invasion ;  and  with 
that,  view*  to  avail  themselves  in  the  utmost  extent  of  the 
physical  force  of  the  country,  and  to  render  that  force  effi- 
cient by  a  timely  training,  instead  of  watting  Until  the  last 
moment,  when,  absolute  necessity  should  demand  the  levy* 
en-massey  and  when  they  must  be  assembled  as  a  tumulu- 
oos,  confused,  and  disorderly  rabble,  instead  of  trained 
men  fit  to  be  attached  to  and  act  with  irg:ilar  regiments. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  said  thai  the  volunteer 
spirit  of  the  country  had  been  damped.  He  would  take 
them  at  their  words ;  and  if  their  own  assertions  were  true 
in  this  point,  they  offered  the  strongest  argument  for  adopt* 
ing  this  bill,  which,  so  far  from  depressing,  would  support 
the  volunteer  system,  and,  in  all  events,  secure  the  country 
against  the  mischiefs  which  must  result  from  the  volunteers 
choosing,  if  they  should  ever  do  so,  to  withdraw  their  ser- 
vices, and  desert  their  standards.  His  right  honourable 
friend  felt,  they  had  a  right  by  the  term  oftheir  service  to 
do  so,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  be  prepared  against  it,  by  a 
measure  which  would  secure  to  the  country  200,000  trained 
men,  in  case  of  emergency. 

Colonel  Bastard  complained  that  the  measure  was 
brought  forward  without  any  estimate  of  i's  probable  ex- 
pence,  or  any  ground  whatever  upon  which  even  to  guess 
what  it  would  cost,  or  how  many  men  would  be  induced  to 
train  under  it.  There  did  not  appear  even  a  chance  that 
one-fourth  of  the  number  of  200,000  men  would  be  secured 
by  it,  as  every  man  who  could  pay  thejftne  would,  no 
•  Vol..  III.  1*04-6.  $  H  doubt, 
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doubt,  exempt  himself  from  the  service.  He  disliked  the 
bill  for  its  compulsory  principle,  and  was  convinced  that 
the  yeomanry  of  (lib  country  would,  at  any  time  of  public 
danger,  be  more  ready  to  act  under  the  direction  of  their 
landlord,  and  the  gentlemen  of  (he  country,  than  under 
any  compulsive  system,  like  this,  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  render  them  sulk v  and  discontented.  The  honourable 
colonel  took  occasion  highly  to  commend  the  spirit  aud  li- 
berality of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  iu  arming  and 
training,  at  his  own  ex  pence,  the  tenantry  oa  his  estate, 
who,  he  was  convinced,  would  be  found  to  act  in  the  day 
of  danger,  under  an  illustrious  branch  of  the  house  of 
Percy,  as  a  "  Theban  band  :"  aud  he  verily  believed,  like 
their  brave  ancestors,  the  fifteen  hundred  valiant  bowmen 
at  Chcvy-chacc,  should  they  come  to  encounter  auy  enemy 
in  their  native  land — 

u  That  children  vet  unborn  would  rue 

"  the  fighting  of  thatdav." 
General  I^nflus  was  convinced  of  the  necessity  o£  the  bill, 
and  only  wished  it  had  gone  much  farther.     It  was  neces- 
sary to  use  every  exertion  which  the  physical  force  of  the 
country  afforded  for  security  at  home,  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  act  with  effect  abroad.    Our  chief  danger  from  inva- 
sion lay  in  the  vast  extent  of  our  coasts  ;  and  he  would 
venture  to  assert,  that  if  our  armies  were  double  or  treble 
their  present  numbers,  they  would  not  be  suilicienl  to  en- 
sure our  security  without  such  a  measure  as  thb.     Let  it  be 
recollected,  that  though  our  fleets  at  present  command  vthe 
seas,  (and  he  hoped  ever  would  doso)  yet  it  might  hap- 
pen not  always  to  be  the  case  ;  and  even  with  all  the  force 
aiid  vigilance  by  which  we  were  guarded,  yet  one  night 
inight  waft  to  our  shores  a  formidable  enemy.  To  encounter 
such  an  enemy  on  the  first  alarm,  he  could  wish  .'to  see  the 
population  of  every  town,  village,  and  district,  in  the  realm 
ready  trained,  and  lit  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  He 
could  wish  to  see  therm'  properly  classed  for  the  purpose* 
and  he  considered  such"  a  plan  perfectly  practicable,  from 
what  lie  bad  .seen  of. the  populace  in  Ireland  at  the  time 
of  I  he  rebellion,  anjrt  how  formidable  aforce  they  composed, 
aud  only  with  pikes.  The  same  might  he  done  with  the  po- 
pulace here,  or  a  great  portion  of  them.'    When  be  rc- 
collected  the  important  services  performed  by  the  volunteers 
of  Irel.ind  in  that  rebellion,  and  that  they,  hod,  l?y  their 
loyalty  and  v  dour,  saved  the  country  lo.Englund,  he  could 

never 
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never  be  supposed  to  undervalue  t  lie  services  of  volunteers, 
in  recommending  the  trainiug  of  such  a  force  as  hedescribed.» 
But  these  men  everywhere  armed,  and  ready  to  form  on  any* 
p:irt  of  the  coast  against  an  enemy,  aided  by  detachments 
of  artiHery,  before  volunteers,  quartered  in  towns,  could. 
be  got  in  force,  must.be  of  important  service.  As  to  the 
practicability  of  a  formidable  invasion  suddenly,  and  wf 
ships  of  war,  he  had  a. proof  before  his  eyes*  for  tteaagr 
quartered  at  Yarmouth  some  years  since,  when  Admiral 
Duncan  commanded  a  flccft  in  the  North  sea,  that  gall?ui£ 
commander  came  into  port,  and  swept  the  sea  of  all  the 
Dutch  fishing-boats  iiihig  Jtyny,  ttf  prevent  their  giving  in-, 
telligence  of  his-  return. to  .port.  By -desire  of  the  admiral,- 
he  had  marched  down  his,  garrison  Ijo  the  water's  edge,,  in 
order  to  try  how  many  men  each  of  those  Khpytsvwere  ca* 
pablc  of  conveying;  and  he  found  that  ca^h  bpat  could 
conveniently  carry  fifty-five  fighting  n^eiiy  with  their  arm?* 
ammunition,  and  knapsacks.  Of  such  boafs  the  Dutclv 
have  many  thousands  in  their  ports,  employed  in  the  fish* 
eries  or  in  smuggling  to  our  coasts % -of  which  they  know 
every  creek  where  a  landing  might  be  effected,  and  every 
shoal  and  sand-bank  over  which  their, boats  would  float,  at 
any  given  time  of  the  tide,  with  perfect  safety..  Seeing  this 
to  be  the  case,  ,and  knowing  it  to  be  the  firm  opinion  of 
Admiral  Duncan,  that  the  landing  of  an  eaeiny  in  such  a 
way  was  practicable,  he  could  not  feel,  the  country  secure 
against  danger,  even  with  all  the  protection  of  our  formic 
dable  fleets  at  sea  ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  our  force  at, 
home  could  not  be  too  formidable ;  for  this  reason,  he  highly 
approved  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Matheics  considered  the  mca$ure  before  the  House  as 
unnecessary  and  injurious.  It  was  singular,  he  observed, 
that  gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  talked  of  the  expenditure 
of  millions  as  of  a  matter  of  insignificance,  and  yet  they 
rested  upon  economy  as  the  great  recommendation  of  their 
course  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  the  volunteers.  The 
honourable  gentleman  remarked  upon  the  facility  with 
which  the  present  ministers  contrived  to  change  their  prin- 
ciples with  their  places. 

Mr.  Giles  contended,  that  the  bill  occasioned  no  breach 
of  faith  with  the  country,  or  any  of  those  districts  uhich* 
had  formerly  raised  a  number  of  volunteers  as  an  alternative 
to  avoid  the  immediate  operation  of  the' last  training  bill, 
in  which  there  Tvas  really  no  such  pledge  held  out.     It 

3H2      i  merely 
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merely  enabled  his  Majesty  to  dispense  with  the  operation 
of.  the  bill  for  the  time,  upon  certain  conditions.  If  then 
was  any  such  Condition,  it  must  be  looked  for  in  the  secre* 
tary  of  state's  letter  to  the  lord  lieutenants  of  counties,  aftd 
in  that  letter  no  »uch  pledge  was  held  out ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  obvious,  from  the  tenour  of  that  letter,  that  the  pro* 
posed  suspension  of  the  training  bill  was  only  meant  at  the 
time  to  be  temporary.  He  also  denied  that  the  bill  was  4 
measure  of  severity,  when  compared  with  the  former  train* 
injj  bill,  which  stipulated  no  affinitive  period  of  service ; 
whereas  the  present  bill  specified  only  twenty-foqr  days  in 
a  year,  in  which  service  he  who  took  his  turn  this' year 
would  be  succeeded  by  his  neighbour  in  the  next. 

J}ji.  jRjotr  opposed  the  bill,  and  considered  it  wholly 
unnecessary  *t  present,  on  a  comparison  with  the  period 
ifod  circumstances  under  which  the  former  training  bill  was 
brought  forward  by  bis  right  honourable  friend ;  for,  at 
that  time  our  regiments  of  the  line  were  reduced  to  skeletons, 
Our  militia  but  just  called  put,  after  having  been  disband- 
ed, and  the-  regiment*  not  one-third  full,  or  disciplined ; 
our  volunteer  corps  but  just  forming,  and  scarcely  initio 
ated  in  their  drills ;  and  invasion  threatening  us  e^ery  hour. 
But  though  be  was  by  no  means  disposed  to  undervalue  our 
danger,  or  ibt  force  of  the  enemy,  yet  he  could  not  forget 
the  vast  difference  of  our  comparative  situation.  Tbenaral 
force  of  that  enemy  had  been  since  destroyed  by  our  fleets, 
while  oqr  army  was  increased  Above  100,000  men,'*  end 
6ur  volunteer  force  amounted  now  to  300,000  disciplined 
troops  able  to  act  with  any  corps  in  the  field. 

A/r .  Wynne  replied  to  many  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  made  to  the  bill,  and  pointed  out  many  inconsistencies 
in  the  arguments  of  those  who  opposed  It.  He  considered 
that  the  real  discontent  which  prevailed  in  the  yoluntee* 
corps  remained  principally  with  the  officers  of  those  corps 
that -drew  fqr  eighty-five  days  pay,  when  other  corps  were 
entitled  but  to  twenty-six.  He  considered  the  successes  of 
6ur  armies  in  the  days  of  our  Henrys'  and  our  Edwards',  as 
not  so  much  owing  to  the  valour  of  the  knights,  or  the 

fpodness  of  the  cavalry,  as  to  the  excellence  which  the 
English  yeomanry  had  acquired  by  the  constant' habits  of 
exercising,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  pointed  out  by  the 
present  bill. 

•  Sir  JR.  Lamley  had  some  clauses  to  propose,  which  he 
Jiaxl  jiq  doutyt  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  volunteers,  as 
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they  Jmd  in  y  lew  the  arrangement  and  improvement  of  their 

discipline. 

,    TheSpeaker  suggested  to  the  honourable  baronet,  that  this 

was  not  the  proper  time  to  propose  such  clauses. 

Lord  Kirkwall  asserted,  that  the  opinion  which  the  vo* 
lnnteers  had  been  naturally  induced  to  form,  as  to  the  views 
of  the  right  honourable  author  of  this  bill,  bad  served  ma* 
ieriaUy  to  damp  their  aeal  and  diminish  their  numbers.  In 
support  of  this  assertion  the  noble  lord  stated,  that  he  had 
the  honour  to  command  a  corp  of  volunteers,  which  con* 
stated  of  460  strong  and  effective  men,  twelve  months  ago, 
but  whifch  at  the  last  muster  returned  no  more  than  eighty, 
A  similar  reduction  was,  he  apprehended,  to  be  generally 
looked  for,  from  the  language  and  projects  of  the  Tight 
honourable  secretary. 

-  Lord  De  Blaquiere  could  not  imagine  any  thing  more 
absurd  than  the  proposition  of  hn  efficient  levy,  for  which 
neither  officers  nor  adequate  instruction  was  provided. 

Lord  Binning  called  upon  the  learned  lord  on  the  mini- 
sterial bench  (the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland)  who  was  not 
present  on  a  former  evening  when-this  measnre  was  under dis* 
eutsiou,  to  state  his  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  extend- 
ing it  to  Scotland.  If  there  was  any  benefit  in  the  measure, 
the  noble  lord  could  not  conceive  that,  upon'  anyprinciple 
0t  fairness,  Scotland  should  be  refused  a  participation  of  it ; 
and  if  it  were  a  burthen,  he  did  uot  think  it  fair  that  it 
should  be  confined  altogether  to  England.  There  were  many 
parts  of  Scotland  to  which  this  bill  would  be  as  applicable  ftp 
to  this  country,  and  there  was  no  danger  of  its  meeting  any 
gttch  opposition  as  the  execution  of  the  militia  law  formerly 
did.  But  that  opposition  Teas  not,  in  fact ,  the  effect  of  the 
mihtia,  but  of  that  disaffection  to*thc  government  which,  h* 
Hat  happy  to  thiftk,  was  now  no  more. 

The  Lord  Advocate  was  surprised  at  the  line  and  tone 
adopted  by  his  noble  relation^  who  had  just  sat  down,  and 
those  who  acted  with  him.  They  maintained  that  this 
measure  would  involve  a  breach  of  faith,  and  an  invasion  of 
the  King's  prerogative;  would  be! productive  of  great  ex- 
pence  and  oppression  ;  and  yet,  said  they,  u  give  a  share 
of  this  abomination  to  Scotland."  (A  laugh).  They  had 
been  abusing  the  bill  for  some  weeks,  asserting  that  it  would 
lend  to  confusion,  and  puM  down  the  volunteers  ;  and  yet, 
with  all  their  professed  regard  for  Scotland  and  the  volun- 
tpejrsj  they  would  have  the  scope  of  its  operation  extended. 

As 
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As  la  the  opposition  *to  the  militiai taw,  which  bad  been  al- 
luded to  by  his  noble  relation,  and  which  had  been  asserted 
-to  .proceed  from  disaffection  j  he  tfas  not  disposed  to  come 
ioto  that  opinion.  He  was  aware  that  disaffection  was  often* 
stated  to  prevail  very  .generally' in  Scotland ,  and  that  he 
himself  was  described  as  one  of  lite  disaffected.    But  if  •  he' 
was  disaffected  then,  he  was  sastill.     For  he  held  no  prin- 
ciples  at  that  t  ime,  which  now,  in  the  King's,  service,  did  not 
remain  perfectly  unchanged,  and  .they  should  ever  con* 
tinne  so.  Bnt.to  return  td  the  opposition  which* at  the  out-', 
set  the  militia  law  met  in  Scotland ;  that  opposition  did  in 
fact  arise  from  the  general  misconception  prevailing  of  that. 
law,  and  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  some  persons  in.  that 
country,  who  would  not  condescend  to  communicate  with' 
the  lower  orders,  and  explain  to  them  its  object  and  provu 
sions.     If  that  law  had  been  properly  understood,  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that  it  would  have  experienced  no  resistance 
whatever.     In  the  district  where  he  resided,  the  law  wasi 
fully  explained  to  the  lower  orders,  and  therefore  is  was  car- 
ried into  execution  without  any  attempt  even  at  opposition* 
With  regard  to  the  billundcr  consideration,  the  learned  lord 
confessed  himself  anxious  that  its  principle  should  be  ex* 
tended  to  Scotland,  and  this  opinion  he  had  already  commit 
Bicated  to  its  right  honourable  author.    But  yet  he  would 
not  desire  the  present  bill  to  be  so  extended,  as  in  man  v  o£ 
its  parts,  it  was  inapplicable  to  that  country.     He  WPiUa  **r 
ther  wish  to  bring  in  a  separate  hill  upon  the  subject*  Aftdhfe 
would  pledge  himself  to  prepare  such  a  bill  it  forty-eight* 
"hours  as  should  be  perfectly  adapted  te  Scotland.     The 
learned  lord  asserted  that  the  former  lety  en,  masse  aet  wet! 
quite  impracticable  in  Scotland ;  and  he  concluded  with 
pronouncing  a  high  eulogium  upo?i  the  conduct,  disposi- 
tion,  character,  and  efficiency,  of  the  volunteers  of  that 
connlrv. 

Mr.  Canning  hoped,  the  honourable  and  learned  laid: 
would  redeem  the  pledge  he  hart  given,  and  shew  the 
Knglish  ministers  that  he  could,  in  forty-eight  hours, 
frame  a  better  bill  than  that  which  had  been  produced 
in  four  months,  by  the  united  labour  of  this  wonder- 
ful government,  from  whom  so  much  was  expected, 
and  who  were  said  to  possess  a  concentration  of  all 
the  talents  and  worth  of  the  empire.  .Those  men  had, 
however,  legislated  strangely  for  Jingland,  and  he  hoped 

thp 
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tiie   learned  lord   would   bring   in  betid  arid  less  ob- 
jectionable bills  for  Scotland ;   bu^  be  must  remind  (lie 
noble  and  learned  lord}  that  it  was  customary  for- per* 
■otis  holding   his   high  official .  station  to  commupicato 
directly  with  ministers,   and  whatever  measures  of  jthis 
nature  the  English  ministers  thought  right,  the  Scotch 
minister  should  go  on  pari  pas.su  for  Scotland.     Although 
the  learned  lord  said  that  he  could  draw  the  necessary 
bill  in  forty-eight  hours,  yet  the  right  honourable  se- 
cretary (Mr.  W  indham)  had  stated,  that  he  thought  it 
loo  late  in  the  session  , to  bring   in  such. a  bill.     lie 
considered  that  this  bill  was  a  breach  of  public  fyith, 
not  only  to  the  volunteers,   btyt   tot  the  country-  th$t 
furnished  them.     It  was  expressly  stated,  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  former  training  bill  should  not  be  acted 
upon,   if  the  country  should  furnish  a  number  of  vo- 
lunteers equal  to  six  times  the  number  kof  the  militia. 
The  country  not  only  performed  its  part  of  trie  con* 
tract,  tut  it  did  a  great  deal  more.     It  offered  even 
a  greater   number    of  volunteers   than   the  government 
would  accept.     The    former   bill,  however,   was  much 
better  in  its   principle  than  the  present,  as  it  acknow- 
ledged, and  was  founded  on  the  ancient  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  which  the  present,  bill  did  not  appear  to  ad- 
mit.    The  present  bill  also  contributed  nothing  tq>  that 
object  which  was  so  much  wished-  (or,  the  procuring  a 
jdisposeablc  force.     He  would  defy  lite  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.   Windham)  to  hud,. out,  in  forty-eight 
hours,  any  system   which  could  contribute  so  little  to 
that  object.     He  considered  the  compulsion  severe,  which 
was  to  enforce  this  measure ;  and  therefore,  he  found  him- 
self obliged  to  give  it  his  most  decided  opposition.  -       ' 
*  Mr.  Secretary  Windham  began  by.  taking  notice  of  tlue 
expression  which  the  right  honourable,  gentleman  (Mr. 
Canning),  so  frequently   indulged  in,  .about  minister's 
.claiming  all  the  talent  and  weight  in  the  country.     This 
was  a  thing  which  appeared  peculiarly  to  rankle  in  that 
right  honourable  gentleman's  mind,  and  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  sat  near  him,  and  entered  with  so  much  rap- 
ture into  that  part  of  his  speech.     Neither  ministers  nor 
any  of  their  immediate  friends  had  ever  made  use  of  any 
expression  that  amounted  to  such*  a  claim:  he  could  not 
fay  whether  it  was  an  injudicious  friend  or  a  splenetic  ene- 
my 
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my  who  first  used  that  sort  of  language  to  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  so  frequently  alluded.  Ministers*, 
however,  had  repeatedly  denied  having  ever  put  in  such  a 
claim,  but  they  perceived  that  it  |jave  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  an  infinite  degree  of  pleasure  in 
repeating  it ;  while  on  the  other  side  they  might  oe  assured 
that  it  gave  no  pain  either  to  him  or  to  his  friends.  The 
reason  that  he  had  expressly  assigned  for  not  extending 
,  the  bill  to  Scotland  in  the  present  session,  was,  not  from 
any  dissatisfaction  which  he  supposed  to  prevail  there, 
but  merely  from  the  absence  of  the  Scotch  members,  whom 
he  would  wish  previously  to  consult.  As  compulsion  was 
the  principle  of  the  militia  system,  it  appeared  to  him 
most  strange  that  militia  colonels  should  inveigh  against 
this  measure  as  being  compulsory.  It  put  him  in  mind  of 
an  observation  he  nad  heard,  -  that  the  most  plausible 
schemes  of  retrenchments  and  paying  off,  the  national 
debt,  often  came  front  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the 
King's  Bench  and  Fleet  Prison  (a  laugh).  It  dso  ap- 
peared to  him  most  strange,  that  this  could  be  said  to  be 
more  compulsory  than  the  training  act  of  a  former  admi- 
nistration, when  it  was  recollected,  that  in  the  present  bill 
it  is  provided,  that  the  service  might  be  commuted  for  a 
fine,  whereas  under  the  former  system  no  such  commuta- 
tion was  allowed.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  often 
stated,  that  certain  expressions  which  he  was  supposed  to 
have  used  at  a  former  period  must  tend  greatly  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  volunteers.  If  it  were  true  that  he  had 
used  those  expressions,  which  he  denied,  and  even  if  those 
expressions  had  been  as  improper  as  could  be  represented  to 
have  fallen  from  any  individual,  he  should  ask,  what  sort 
of  a  volunteer  army  must  that  be,  for  a  great  nation  to 

Slace  its  dependence  upon,  who  could  be  driven  from  the 
utiesthey  nad  undertaken  by  the  expressions  of  any  indi- 
vidual, and  who  could  be  dispersed  like  Virgil's  bees— - 
44  Putceris  exigttijattu  ?"  If  many  of  the  corps  were  ra* 
pidly  decreasing  in  numbers,  he  could  assign  a  better  rea- 
son for  it .  It  was ,  because  many  officers  w ho  had  most  me- 
ritoriously advanced  large  sums  in  the  origin  of  their  corps, 
finding  themselves  unable  to  continue  those  advances,  and 
perceiving  that  government  does  not  wish  to  pay  the  ex* 
pences  which  were  formerly  defrayed  by  individual-  sufr* 
script  ton,  now  seem  to  wish  to  find  some  point  of  honojir 

that. 
JO 


JULY  4.]  Ml9CELI<A*EOt7S.  4f& 

Chat  will  give  an  occasion  for  a  quarrel,  whjch  would  en- 
able them  to  resign  with  a  better  grace.  He  considered 
the  assertion,  that  this  bill  was  a  breach  of  faith,  to  be 
hltogether  unfounded  and  abstird.  The  parties  to  the  con- 
tract were  not  merely  the  volunteers  and  the  government, 
but  it  was  the  whole  community  and  the  government. 
The  question,  therefore,  was  merely  whether  the  measum 
was  Tight  or  wrong,  whether  it  was  good  for  the  commu- 
nity or  not  ?  If  it  were  good  for  the  community,  it  would 
be'  most  ridiculous  to  tell  the'  comrtninity  that  it  would  be 
a  breach  of  faith  to  them  to  give  them  a  measure  that  was 
for  their  rood ;  and  that  government  Was  bound  by  a  con- 
traft  to  them  not  to  adopt  such  measured  as  were  necessary 
for  their  security  and  protection. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  wished  the  Lord  Advocate  to  state  whe^ 
ther  he  meant,  at  all  events,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  Scotland  ?  ; 

The  Lord  Jdvocate  replied,  that  he  wished  tbe  mea- 
sure to  be  extended  to  Scotland,  but  did  not  see  that  itwag 
absolutely  necessary  m  the  present  session.         ^ 

Mr.  Kose,  jun.  said,  that  although  the  opinions  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  not 
modi  weight  with  the  volunteers  when  he  sat  on  opposi* 
tion  benches,  it  was  a  very  different  thing  now  he  was  a 
minister.  If  they  considered'  him  not  friendly  to  their  es- 
tablisraent,  that  circumstance  must  tend  considerably  to 
reduce  their  numbers. 

The  question  was  then  very  generally  called  for,  and  the 
House  divided  on  the  motion  that  the  wtord  now  stand  part 
of  the  question ;  upon  which  it  appeared  that  there  were 

Ayes        ^  —        139 

Noes       —  -—         53 

Majority         ~-86 

The  amendments  were  consequently  agreed  to.  Soma 
new  clauses  were  added  by  way  of  riders  to  the  bill,  and  thti 
third  itading  was  fixed  for  the  next  day.    Adjourned. 


■i  * 
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PKI1JAY,  JULY  A: 

In  an  appeal  from  Scotland,  "  Ronnie  v.  Tod  and 
others,**  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  was  partly  heard 
for  the  appellant.    Further  hearing  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  mcnibers  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  slave  ship  restriction  bill,  the 
Irish  spirits  duty  collection  bill,  the  Irish  customs  bill,  the 

Y*t.  UX.  1805-6.  SI.  Irish 
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Irwh  poor  bill,  the  assessed  taxes  allowance  bill  and  several 
private*  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time.  The  slave  ship 
restriction  bill  and  Irjsh  poor  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 

•  The  thread  face  bill  and  the  East  Iqdia  shipping  bill 
were  read  a  thirjl  "time  and  passed. 

•  -  The  debtors*  relief  bill  passed  through  a  committee.  Re-, 
port  oh  Monday. 

•  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  cusr 
toms  fees'  bill. 

■  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  objected  td  the  clause  for 
enforcing  the  attendance  of  the  clerks  'and  officers  of  the 
elistom-liouse  on  all  holidays  except  Good  Friday  and 
Christinas  day,  which  he  considered  as  a  legislative  mode 
of  putting  down  those  holidays,  which  had  been  consf* 
dercd  by  our  ancestors  as  essential  to  the  .keeping  in  mind 
the  history  of  the  Christian  religion.  He  thoughf  that 
the  whole  of  them  ought  to  be  restored  in  the  bill ;  but  if 
tfiat  was  not  to  be  effected,  he  should  propose  to  restore  a 
few  of  them  which  were  immediately  connected  with  tho 
history  of  our  Saviour. 

Lord  Grenvillc  defended  the  clause  on  the  ground  of 
:  commercial  convenience.  Many  of  these  holidays  had  not 
for  *  o»rtc  sirac  been  kept  with  apy  view  to  the  purposes  of 
religion,  and  there  appeared  to  him  no  sufficient  reason 
why  the  merchants  of  London  should  experience  so  much 
inconvenience  from  being  unable  to  transact  business  at  the 
Vmt  >m  House  on  so  many  days,  on  which  all  other  busU 
jicrs  was  transacted  as  usual. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ,  referring  to  hi$  formes 
argument,  proposed  to  insert,  as  holidays  to  be  kept,  the 
Epij  hin}'  and  Ascension  Day.      -  * 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  supported  the  arguments  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  proposed,  in  addition,  the 
A  enunciation  and  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  first  amendment,  and  de? 
clnrrd  by  Lord  Walsingham  to  be  negatived.  Stranger^ 
were  ordered  towithdraw,  the  House  being  about  to  divide, 
but  no  division  took  place,  and  the  bill  passed  through  the 
committee  without  amendment  jand  was  reported. 

Lord  Grenvillc  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into 
consideration  his  Majesty  *s  message  rclatiye  to  a  vote  of  cre- 
dit. His  Lordship  observed,  that  I  Jus  being  merely  the  usual . 
message  presented  every  session,  previous  to  a  vote  of  credit,, 
\t  ^  as  totally  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any  argument 
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fcpon  flie  subject .  He  should  therefore  merely  more  an  Ad* 
dress  to  his  Majesty,  declaring  their  readiness  to  concur  iu 
tlie  object  of  his  Majesty's  message.  Carried  nem.  dis* 

LORD  RODNEY* 

Lord  Grenville  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  consideration  his  Majesty's  message  relative  to  Lord 
Rodney.  His  Lordship  stated  that  a  pension  pf  2000/.  per 
annum  had  been  granted  to  the  first  Lord  Rodney  tor  lire 
eminent  services  rendered  by  him  to  his  Majesty  and  the 
public— 1000A  was  to  devolve  after  his  death  to  his  widow 
and  voungcr  children  ;  the  remaining  1000/.  to  his  eldest 
son  for  liis  natural  lite.  His  eldest  son,  the  late  Lord  Rod-* 
Aey,  enjoyed  the  pension  but  a  short  time  after  his  father's- 
death,  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  continue  that  pension 
.to  the  present  Lord*  There  were  several  who  heard  him  that 
were  old  enough  to  remember  the  brilliant  victory  gained 
by  the  distinguished  officer  who  first  possessed  this  title,  a 
victory  which,  independent  of  its  own  importance,  was  of 
the  most  essential  benefit  to  the  country  at  that  time,  when 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  were  not  the  most  pleas- 
ing, and  when  our  military  character  had  been  lessened. 
It  was  true,  that  the  pension  referred  to  in  his  Majesty's 
message  was  granted  for  services  antecedent  to  that  victorv* 
but  not  on  that  account  the  less  important,  which,  on  the 
cantr&ry,  entitled  that  distinguished  officer  to  every  mark 
of  approbation '  from  his  country.  As  to  the  principle 
on  which  these  remunerations  were  granted,  there  could 
not  exist  the  slightest  doubt  of  its  being  one  of  the  best 
principles  on  which  Parliament  could  act.  A  reward  of 
this  nature  granted  for  eminent  services  diffused  an  addi- 
tional spirit  over  a  whole  profession,  and  stimulated  every 
one  engaged  in  it,  to  seize  every  opportunity  of  exerting 
to  the  utmost  his  skill  and  ability  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  confident  that  his  success  would  receive  a  grateful 
reward,  and  that,  if  he  fell,  an  ample  provision  would  be 
made  for  his  family.  Public  economy  was  at  all  times  ne- 
cessary, but  that  was  the  best  public  economy  which  af- 
forded the  best  assurance  of  public  services,  and  nothing' 
could  be  more  important  than  that  those  whowere  fighting 
the  battles  of  their  country  should  be  thorough  ly . con  vinced, 
that  if  they  were  not  wanting  to  their  country  their  coun- 
try would  not  be  wanting  to  them,  and  that  *  In  1st,  England 
expected  every  man  to  clo  his  duty,  she  was  at  all  times 
ready  to  do  her  duty  to  them.     He  thought  it  was  at  all 
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times  ad  viseeblc,  where  his  Majesty  was  advised  to  bestow 
a  peerage  for  eminent  services,  and  where  a  pension  was 
granted  with  it,  to  annex  such  pension  to  the  title,  in  order 
to  enable  its  possessors  in  succession,  (he  better  to  support 
their  rank  ana  dignity.  It  had,  he  believed,  been  intended 
to  propose  in  the  Irish  Parliament,  that  this  pension,  which 
was  granted  on  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  should  be  continued 
to  each  possessor  of  the  title.  That  proposition,  however, 
from  some  accident,  was  not  made,  and  the  pension,  as  lie 
had  already  stated,  expired  with  the  death  of  the  late  Lord 
Rodney.  He  had  no  doubt  that  at  any  future  period,  if 
the  present  lord  should  have  successors  tothe  title,  that  Par- 
liament would  readily  grant  the  pension  to  the  possessors 
of  the  title  in  succession.  Under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  it  was  only  intended  to  propose  to 
grant  the  pension  to  the  present  Lord  Rodney  for  hi*  natu* 
ral  life ;  at  any  future  period  Parliament  would  of  course 
act  according  to  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  then  exist* 
ing.  His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  an  address  to  his 
Majesty,  declaring  their  readiness  to  concur  in  the  object  of 
his  Majesty's  message.     Carried  nem.  dis. 

Mr.  Smith  from  Greenwich  Hospital  presented  anac* 
couut  of  the  expenditure  for  the  relief  of  seamen,  under  the 
act  of  the  45 (h  Geo.  HI.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  Joh&son,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland,  presented  the  fourth  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  inquiry  in  Ireland.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed.    Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,   JULY   4. 

Mr.  Moore  gave  notice  of  bis  intention  .to  move  on  Mon- 
day, that  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  journey  men 
calico  printers  in  a  former  session,  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  with  a  view  to  make  a  report  thereon. 

The  Scotch  distillery  bill,  the  Irish  revenue  regulation  bill, 
a:  d  the  Irish  butlcrage  bill  wn&rcad  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Vansittart  gave  notice  of  motions  for  the  next  day, 
for  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  granting 
nn  additional  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  silk  manufac- 
ture from  Great  Britain.  Also,  for  a  committee  upon  tbe 
propriety  of  allowing  the  importation  of  yards,  masts,  and. 
•ther  ship-timber,  from  our  North  American  colonies,  duty 

10  free. 
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free.  Ako,  for  a  committee  to  consider  of  granting  a  bounty 
upon  the  importation  of  fish  into  the  islands  of  Guernsey 
and  Jersey  from  Newfoundland,  and  the  coast  of  Labra- 
dor* Also,  for  a  committee  to  consider  of  allowing  French, 
wines  to  bo  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  ia 
bottles  or  flasks. 

.  Mr.  Calcraft  brought  in  a  bill  for  granting  compensation 
to  the  proprietors  of  certain  lands  at  Chatham,  Warlej 
Common,  and  Woolwich,  which  are  to  be1  used  for  the 
purpose  of  his  Majesty's  ordnance.  Read  a  first,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

The  English  quarantine  regulation  bHl  was  brought  in.ajt 
Was  a  bill  for  regulating  the  office  of  the  receiver  general  of 
the  customs.  Both  were  read  a  first  time.  The  former  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day,  and  the  latter 
on  Tuesday. 

The  Westminster-hall  and  Houses  of  Parliament  avenue 
bill  went  through  a  committee,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

A  bill  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Vansitfart,  for  granting  a 
bounty  upon  oil  of  vitriol  exported  from  Great  Britain. 
Read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  next  day. 
<  A  person  from  the  commissioners  of  inquiry  in  Ireland 
presented  the  second  report  of  that  commission.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

A  person  from  the  exchequer  presented  an  account  of  all 
sums  issued  in  consequence  of  the  addresses  of  that  House, 
and  which  had  not  been  made  good  by  Parliament.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  Mr.  Vansittart  gave  notice  that  he 
would  on  Monday  make  a  motion  in  the  committee  of  sup- 
ply upon  this  subject. 

A  person  from  Greenwich  Hospital  presented  an  account 

of  the  expenses  incurred  under  the  act  of  the  45th  of  the 

present  King.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

•  Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  Monday, 

relative  to  the  Irish  revenues. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansitfart,  the  House  nesolved  into 
a  committee  upon  so  much  of  the  excise  act  oflast  session, 
as  related  to  the  tax  upon  glass;  and.  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  effect  that  which  was,-  by  mistake,  omitted  in 
the  act  of  la*t  session,  namely,  that  a  countervailing  duty 
of  II.?.  10{rf.  should  be  imposed  upon  crown  or  German 
sheet  glass  imported  into  Great  Britain  directly'  from 
Ireland.    Report  the  next  day. 

Tht 
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-  The  postage  bill  went  through  a  committee,  andf  ihe  re- 
port wa^  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

The  Lords'amendments  in  the  Irish  post  roads  bill,  were 
taken  into  consideration,  but  the  Speaker,  stating  that 
those  amendments'  were  made  in  a  bill  which  related  to  a 
tax  upon  the  subject,  as  it  involved  a  power  on  the  part  of 
grand  juries  to  levy  taxes,  and,  of  course,  invaded  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  commons,  they  were,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Vantittart,  ordered  to  be  read  that  day  three  months,  con- 
sequently the  bill  is  lost;  but  Mr.  Foster  announced  his 
intention  of  moving,  the  next  day,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  upon  the  same  subject.      ^  f 

Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  J,  Newport,  the  House  resolved' 
into  a  commit  tee  upon  the  Irish  and  English  corn  free  inter-*, 
course  bill. 

Mr.  Foster  wished  to  do  away  the  duties  upon  import, 
and  bounties  upon  export,  which  were  left  standing  in 
this  bill,  and  which  were  adverse  to  the  principle  of  a 
free  intercourse;  he  therefore  moved  clauses  to  set  them 
aside, 

.  After  a  few  remarks  from  Sir  John  Newport,  Mr.  Claude 
Scott,  and  Mr.  M'Dowall,  who  wished  the  consideration  of 
these  clauses  to  be  postponed  till  next  session,  as  they  were 
of  great  importance  to  Scotland,  particularly  with  regard 
to  malt  ;  and  as  many  persons  very  much  interested  w'ere 
now  absent.  Mr.  Alexander  expressed  a  wish,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  indisposition,  to  leave  the  chair.  The  ho- 
nourable member's  wish  was  immediately  acceded  to  ;  and 
the  committee  was  ordered  to  sit  again  the  next  day. 

Lord  Temple  wished  that  his  honourable  friend   (Mr. 
Ilobhouse)  would  consent  to  postpone  his  motion  for  the. 
tiocond  reading  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcotl's  debts  bill,  ™hich 
»tood  for  that  day,  in  order  to  give  way  to  the  important 
subject  which  was  to  come  on  for  discussion. 
.  Mr,  Ilobhoiu-'C  felt  the  importance  of  the  question  to 
which  (he  noble  Ion]  alluded,  because  delay  would  serve 
to  keep  the  feelings  of  the  noble  marquis,  to  whom  the  dis- 
cussion referred,  in  the  most  painful  suspense,   and  there- 
fore he  would 'yield  to  his  noble  friend's  request.     At  (h# 
funic  time  he  must  beg  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  would 
pres^s  the  expediting  of  this  bill,  as  any  further  delay  might 
endanger  its  fate  Tor  the  present  session.      The  honour- 
able member  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  on 
Monday. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Rose  suggested  that  the  American  intercourse  bill 
w as  td  be  discussed  upon  that  day. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr. 
Rose,  and  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  the  second  leading  of  this  biM 
was  fixed  for  Monday. 

..  Mr.  Pattison  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  several  petitions  relative  to  the 
woollen  manufactures,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  a* 
4tfere.  thg  minutes  of  the'  evidence  taken  before  the  said 
committee. 

>  * 

A  message,  from  the«  Lords  announced  their  Lordships* 
assent  to  the  East-India  shipping  bill,  the  thread-lace  duty 
bill,  the  foreign  post  bill,  thte  Clyde  navigation,  and  West* 
India  docks  road  bill,  with  several  private  bills. 
.  The  Master  of- the  Rolls  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  sala- 
ries of  Masters  in  Ordinary,  belonging  to  the. Court  of 
Chancery,  and  also  for  granting  a  certain  revenue  <o  such 
as  may  be  or  become  unfit,  from  age  or  infirmity,  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duly  attached  to  their  office.  The  sum 
necessary  for  this  purpose,  the  learned  gentleman  proposed 
to  have  made  up  from  the  interest  of  the  money  belonging 
to  suitors,  which  the  House  must  be  aware  was  in  the  hand* 
of  the  masters.  This  interest  accrued  from  the  resting  of 
such  money  in  government  securities ;  and  the  surplus  be* 
yond  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  at  present  assigned, 
would  be  quite  sufficient  to  answer  the  ends  which  his 
motion  had  in  view.  The  salary  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman proposedto  grant  to  superannuated  Masters,  he  men* 
tioned  to  be  1,500/.  a  year. 

The  first  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  learned  gentleman 
proposed  another  motion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  grant 
ah  addition  to  the  establishment  in  the  Accountant  General'* 
office,  namely,  that  four  clerks  should  be  added,  and  that 
the  salaries  of  all  the  clerks  should  be  augmented,  that  the 
principal  clerks  should  be  allowed  500/  a  year,  the  second 
400/.  the  3d  300/.  and  the  junior  clerks  180/.  This  aug- 
mentation of  salary,  combined  with  a  sum  which  he 
thought  necessary  to  defray  theexpence  attendant  upon 
the  increased  business  in  this  office,  and  to  satisfy  the  exe- 
cutors of  the  late  •  Mr.  Warner  for  such  expences  incurred 
by  him,  the  learned  gentleman  proposed  to  provide  for- 
from  the  surplus  interest  of  the  fund  already  alluded  to< 
1*he  sum  now  vested  in  government  securities  by  the  Mas-» 
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ters in  Chancery)  the  learned  gentleman  described  to  be 
about  21  millions ;  and  the  different  account*  opened  art 
the  Bank  in  consequence  of  this  sum  by  the  Accountant 
General,  he  stated  at  about  5,0001.  This  circumstance  he 
mentioned  to  shew  the  increased  business  of  the  Account- 
ant General's  office^  and  he  stated  that  the  arrangement  pro* 
posed  bad  been  agreed  to  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  bf 
the  present,  and  by  himself. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  conformable  to  the 
learned  gentleman's  statement.  > 

The  learned  gentleman  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
Move  on  Monday  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  th£ 
Lord  Chancellor  to  make  certain  arrangements  in  the  offices 
connected  with  the  Court  of  Chanoery. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bankes,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  of  the  message  receiwd  from  the  Lora* 
relative  to  ihe  examination  of  Lord  Teignmouth,  to  search 
for  preterients  relating  thereto,  and  to  prepare  an  answer  to 
the  said  message. 

Mr.  Whitbiread  said,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  Journals  of  the  Lords  relative  to 
a  recent  trial  being  *ome  days  ia  the  bands  of  the  mem* 
bers,  be  should  on  Monday  move  that  that  report  should  be 
taken  into  farther  consideration,  vrith  a  view  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  office 
of  the  treasurer  of  his  Majesty's  navy. 


'training  bill. 


Mr.  Windham  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  tain* 
ing  bill. 

Mr.  Yorker  pursuant  to  notice,  proposed  a  clause  to  en* 
Able  the  government  to  suspend  the  execution  of  this  act  in 
such  districts  as  might  oiler  a  sufficient  number  of  volufl* 
leers,  if  the  act  before  the  House  were  to  pass  in  its  pre* 
stiit  shape,  he  was  very  much  afraid  that  the  volunteer* 
would  consider  themselves  deprived  of  that  protection  for 
which,  from  their  services,  they  were  entitled  to  look. 
The  general  understanding  was,  that  the  object  of  this  bill 
was  to  substitute  compulsory  for  voluntary  services,  and 
if  the  clause  be  submitted,  which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
original  bill,  were  expunged,  there  was  too  much  ground 
to  warrant  that  understanding.  Were  the  tight  honour* 
pble  secretary  to  adopt  this  clause,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  bill  vtould  be  much  more  palatable  even  to  its  friends* 

But 
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But  however  the  clause  might  be  disposed  of,  it  was  hi  i 
wish  to  bring  it  up,  in  order  that  it  should  appear  as  a 
protest  on  his  part  and  that  of  his  friends  against  a  mc xu 
sure  in  his  and  their  judgment  likely  to  produce  most  mi^ 
chievous  consequences . 

Mr.  Windham  opposed  the  clause  as  calculated  to  de* 
feat  the  principle  of  this  bill,  which  was  not,  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  stated,  the  substitution  of  a  com** 
pulsory  for  a  voluntary  force,  but  the  addition  of  th^  one 
to  the  ether.  As  to  those  districts  in  which  the  volunteers 
were  particularly  numerous,  there  was  a  provision  in  (lie 
bill  which  enabled  his  Majesty  to  require  of  such  districts 
in  calling  out)  only  so  many  as  he  saw  occasion  for;  and 
therefore*  t lie  object  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
Clause  was,  in  a  great  measure,  answered. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  only  sorry  that  the  measure  did 
not  go  far  enough)  by  proposing  to  train  the  effective  po-* 
pulation  of  the  country.  His  opinion  was  in  complete 
coincidence  with-thatof  the  learned  lord,  (the  Lord  Advo* 
cate*)  that  even  children  at  school  should  be  taught  mili- 
tary exercise,  for  his  conviction  was*  that  in  (he  present 
state  and  prospects  of  the  world,  we  should  not,  unless  a 
greater  portion  of  martial  spirit  were  infused  into  the  pec 
pie,  be  able  to  maintain  our  rank  among  the  other  nations 
of  Europe* 

The  clause  Was  negatived* 

Mr.  Yorke  then  proposed  a  clause,  to  which  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  objection,  that  every  man  called  out 
under  this  bill  should  take  the path  of  allegiance.  Such 
was,"  he  observed  *  the  clause  of  the  former  act,  and  such 
was  uniformly  the  case  with  regard  tft  the  volunteers. 

Mr*  Francis-  asked  whether,  if  a  man  should  refuse 
taking  this  oath,  he  should  therefore  be  exempted  from 
training? 

Lord  Casttcrtagh  professed  himself  really  surprised  to 
hear  the  supposition  supported,  that  any  of  his  Majesty's 
subjefcts  would  hesitate  to  take  that  oath,  which  by  the 
common  law'it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  all  to  take  at  as 
early  a  period  of  life  as  possible;  ami  he  would  be  glad  to 
have  the  performance  of  that  duty  superinduced  by  any 
act  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Frtineis  said)  that  he  did  not  suppose  that  any  in* 
dividual  would  hesitate  to  take  the  oath  alluded  to,  iron! 
a  principle  of  disaffection;  but  if  a  man  were  convcien- 
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tiously  to  decline  it,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  W^t 
he,  therefore,  to  be  excused  from  the  training,  or  was  be 
to  be  punished  ?  If  the  latter,  the  measure  would  be  com-* 
pulsory  indeed,  with  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  Windham  saw  no  necessity  for  proposing  this  oath j 
conceiving  that  every  one  of  his  majesty's  subjects  was 
equally  bound  to  the  duties,  which  the  oath  prescribed^ 
whether  he  took  it  or  not ;  and  he  rather  apprehended 
that  the  proposition  of  it  might  excite  alarm  among  the 
more  ignorant  part  of  the  community,  and  so  defeat  the 
object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Yorke  never  heard  of  any  alarm  that  was  exerted 
by  the  proposition  of  this  oath  to  the  volunteers,  and  why 
then  apprehend  it  in  this  case  ? 

The  Lord  Advocate  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the  object 
of  this  clause.  Compulsion  was  deprecated  by  those  who 
proposed  it,  and  yet  they  now  enforce  this  oath.  If,  how* 
ever,  a  man  refused  to  take  it,  it  did  hot  appear  from  the 
bill  what  consequence  was  to  follow. 

Mr:  Yorke  observed,  that  a  man  was  bound  by  the  com- 
mon law  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  in  this  case  if 
a  man  refused  such  oath,  he  would  of  course  be  subject  to 
the  penalties  which  attached  to  a  man  refusing  to  be 
trained. 

Mr.  Perceval  corroborated  this  observation,  and  begged 
the  House  and  the  right  honourable  secretary  to  recollect 
the  salutary  consequences  which  resulted  from  the  admi- 
nistration of  oaths  during  those  unhappy  scenes  which 
were  gone  by,  he  hoped,"  never  to  return.  Bute  states- 
man, framing  a  permanent  measure  like  the  present,  should 
provide  against  evert  the  possible  recurrence  of  such*  an 
evil ;  and,  remembering  that  men  who  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  were  always  the  most  difficult  to  draw  into  the 
societies  of  disaffection,  he  would  take  care  to  extend  that 
additional  guard  to  loyalty. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  clause—Ayes,  38 — Noe*, 
Si— Majority  against  the  clause  46. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

Ijord  Castlereagh)  as  orders  must  have  been  isMied  «s 
to  the  recruiting  on  the  new  system*  asked  the  right  ho- 
nourable secretary  opposite,  whether  the  bounty  \\as  re- 
duced, or  whether  the  recruiting  still  went  on  with  the  old 
bounty,  as  economy  had  been  urged  as  an  arguzneut  in  fa- 
vour of  this  measure  ? 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Windham  said,  that  such  an  argument  might  have 
been  stated,  buttbat  no  great  weight  had  been  attached  to 
k.  But  he  did  look  to  a  diminution  of  the  bounty,  and 
the  plan  of  the  reduced  bounties  was  prepared,  but  in  th£ 
mean  time  the  object  was  to  get  men,  and  if  any  compa- 
rison was  to  be  instituted  between  this  and  liny  other  mea- 
sure, it  must  be  done  with  this  view.  The  recruiting  at 
present  proceeded  with  the  old  bounty. 

Mr.  Canning  asked  whether  lie  was  to  understand  that 
the  recruiting  went  on  for  limited  service  at  the  same  boun- 
ty as  for  service  for  life  ? 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  the  bounties  for  the  present 
continued  aa  they  wefre  before. 

General  Tarleton  thought  the  answer  so  little  satisfac- 
tory, that  he  gave  notice  that  on  an  early  day  be  wotild 
propose  a  motion  to  the  House  relative  to  tjie  military  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Lord  H.  Felty  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con- 
solidate the  land  tax  acts,  and  to  exonerate  small  livings 
and  charitable  institutions  from  the  land  tax.  He  stated 
that  7000/.  per  annum  arising  from  the  redemption  of  the 
Uul  on  church  lands,  should  go  to  increase  livings  not 
above  150/.  a  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  land  tax. 

,    JIOYAL  FAMILY,  .        % 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  II.  Petty  the  House  resolved  it- 
gdf  into  a  committee  of  supply.     •  * 

*  The  message  respecting  the  provision  for  the  royal  fami- 
ly, the  loyally  loan  accounts,  and  surgeons'  petition,  were 
deferred  to  the  committee. 

In  the  committee  his  Majesty's  message  was  read,  after 
Which  ... 

.  Lord  Henri/  Petty  rose,  and  observed  that  with  regard 
to  the  first  part  of  it,  which  went  to  the  establishment  of 
the  grants  on  the  consolidated  fund,  the  object  was  suffi- 
ciently stated,  and  therefore  little  explanation  could  be  re- 
quired. The  House  would  recollect  that  some  time  aga 
grairts  had  been  made  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  and  the 
Princess  Sophia  on  the  aggregate  fund,  which  had  been 
since  transferred  to  the  consolidated  fund.  It  therefore  be- 
came necessary  to  grant  the  provision  on  the  other  fund. 
On  this  subject  there  could  be  no  doubt,  as  the  object  was 
merely  to  place  the  mattef  on  the  same  footing  as  before, 

SK2      -  *  But 
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But  the  message  did  not  stop  there.     He  hoped,  however, 
that  there  would  be  as  little-difference  of  opinio*  on  the 
latter  part  as, on  the  former,  as  it  called  merely  for  an  ade- 
quate provision  for  the  Princes,  and  no  more.     It  did  not 
include  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  -who  had 
declined  coming  forward  on  this  occasion,-  as  in  the  pre- 
sent  situation  of.  the  country  he  thought  he  was  already 
.  sufficiently  provided  for.     With  regard  to  the  remainder 
of  tht  princes,  itwould  be  recollected  that,  a  provision  of 
12*000/.  per  annum  each  had  been  made  for  them.     That 
was  fixed  at  so  early  a  period  as  J  778,  and  he  \ed  it  to 
the  House  to  judge,  considering  the  increased  price  of 
every  articic  of  life  and  the  more  advanced,  age  of  the 
prince?,  which  required  a  larger  establishment  to  support 
their  rank,  whether  some  augmentation  in  their  allowance? 
was  not  necessary  ?      He  might  refer  to  former  precedents, 
and  more  especially  to  that  of  the  late  Duke  of  Gloucesi 
ter,  who  bad  24,000/.     But  he  did  not  wish  to  rest  the 
mutter  on  precedent.     AH  he  ventured  to  propose  was,  the 
num  necessary  to  support  their  rank  and  situation.     Willi 
tli  is  view  he  was  to  propose  that  the  grants  should  be  in* 
.    creast*]  by  one- third,  and  that  instead  of  12,000/.  to  each, 
there  should  be  18,000/.  a  year.     He  wquld  propose  a,t  the 
x    same  time  that  the  estimates  of  the  former  year,  as  to  the 
oxpences  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  should  be 
laid  before  the  {louse.     This  estimate  was  6,000/.  and  he 
tvould  move  that  1,000/.  \k  added  to  that.     As  to  the 
princesses  they  were  to  be  placed  on  the  same  looting  a$ 
.  the  Dnkc  of  Gloucester,  and  the  Princess  Sophia  of  Glou- 
cester, and  have  their  allowance  transferred  from  the  ag* 
gregite  fund  to  the  consolidated  fund.     He  concluded  by 
moving,  that  an  addition  of  one«third  to  their  allowances 
should  be  granted  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  tothcDukct 
pf  Clarence,  Kent,  Cumberland,  Sussex,  and  Cambridge. 

Mr,  Hose  said  that  any  sums  which  had  been  charged 
on  he  aggregate  fund  might  by  the  act  be  now  charged 
<n  he  ccnso-ulited.  Rut  he  supposed  that  the  charges 
jiad  not  actually  been  made  by  his  Majesty.  He  a]* 
j-  roved  «f  both  parts  of  the  message,  and  thought  the  ad- 
dition .required  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

L.ord  II.  Petty  then  moved  the  other  resolutions,  which 
were  as  follows  : — 
J*or  the  Princes  Charlotte  of  Wales,  during  his 

Majesfr's  life  time^aud  the  life  of  the  Prince 

ofWiitei  t  •  ,  ^.7,000 
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*  » 

For  the  Duchess  Dowager  of  Gloucester,  for 

wh*m  no  provision  had  been  inade  •  *6.l>000 

For  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  raising  his  allowance 

•  one-third,  in  the  same  'manner  as  that  of  the 
princes  •     •  -         .   •         14,000 

For  the  Princess  Sophia  of  Gloucester,  in  lieu  of 

4,000/.  on  the  aggregate  fund  -  -.       \fiO0 

•  Having  moved ihese  resolutions  respecting  the  grants  to 
the  Royal  Family,  be  next  proposed  a  grant  of  15,000/.  to 
the  Royal  ^College  of  Surgeons,  towards  raising  building* 
to  \nz  a  proper  receptacle  for  the  Museum  of  the  late  Mr. 
Hunter,  and  for  a  theatre  for  public  lectures. 

Mr.  Vansittart  then  moved  the  following  resolutions:— 
For  paying  off  the  loyalty  loan  annuities  .£.236,179  18  ,0 
For  keeping  in  repair  the  roads  leading  to 

the  metropolis  for  half  a  year  -    .  .3,167    0    0 

For  printing  the  public  records  of*  the  \ 

kingdom  '    -  -  -        3,596    5  Jft 

For  printing  the  return*  relative  to  the  poor       393    0    0 

All  these  resolutions  were  "Unanimously  agreed  to.  •  Re- 
port the*next  day.         ■    *  • .   .  • 

Mr*  ]>aull  postponed  the  bringing  forward  his  supple* 
ntentary  charge  relative  to  the  transactions  in  Oude  till 
JVIonday. 

The  bankrupt  laws  bill  was  committed.    Report  on» 
Monday,  '  ' 

OUDE  CHARGE.      « 

.  Lord  Temple  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  Oude  charge  against  Lord  Welles* 
ley. 

Mr.  Paull  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  extraordinary  mode  of  proceeding  adopted,  by  the 
Qoblelord,  and  which  seemed  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  Parliament:  be  meant  his  attempt  to  take  the  matter  out 
of  his  hands  who  had  first  brought  it  before  the  House. 

Lord  Temple  thought  it  must  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  lie  had  not  pressed  any  premature  decision  ; 
but  after  the  evidence  had  been  produced,  and  sufficient 
time  given  to  consider  it,  and  when  the  honourable  gentle* 
Oian  appeared  still  not  inclined  to  come  to  any  decision, 
he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  propose  that  some  decision 
should  be  come  to,  that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  charac- 
ter of  dis  npblc  friend*    He  did  not  ask  any  iudujgence9 

buf 
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but  only  what  the  meanest  and  most  guilty  individual  bad 
at  right  to  demand.  He  did  not  wish  to  take  the  b'tr.iness 
out  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  hands.  Should  the 
House  agree  to  the  motion,  he  would  give  him  the  prece- 
dence in  any  motion  he  had  to  propose.  All  that  he  wished 
fniSy  that  speedy  justice  should  be  done. 
'  Lord  Folkestaue  said,  that  he  could  not  have  expected 
that  any  person  would  have  proposed  coming  to  an  imme- 
diate decision  on  this  subject,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
Z&estion,  of  the  House,  and  of  the  session.  Obstructions, 
rid  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  honourable  gentleman ; 
and  when  at  last  the  papers  were  in  the  hands  oi  the  mem- 
bers, he  would  ask,  whether  the  other  business  of  the 
Mouse  bad  allowed  them  sufficient  time' to  come  to  a  deci- 
sion upon  them  Besides,  the  Oude  charge  was  connected 
with  others,  and  would  derive  support  and  illustration 
from  the  evidence  in  support  of  them.  On  this  account, 
tfie  whole  discussion  should  be  entered  into  at  once,  and 
tfae  questions  respecting  Lord  Wellesley's  conduct  be  de- 
cided at  the  same  time.  We  had  been  told  that  the  eyes 
of  India  were  directed  to  this  Ih>use,  and  he  would  ask, 
should  a  question,  involving  the  interests  and  independance 
rf samany  Indian  princes,  be  hastily  decided  in  an  empty 
House?  Besides,  from  a  cause,  which  every  man  must 
concur  in  lamenting',  a  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
<  necessarily  absent,  and  he  thought  it  material  \o  know  the 
opinion  of  the  leading  men  in  his  Majesty's  councils  on 
the  subject  of  the  charge.  He  implored  the  House,  there-* 
fore,  to  defer  their  decision  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  case;  and, 
as  the  only  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  question,  he  moved, 
that  they  do  now  adjourn. 

Colonel  Wood  was  of  opinion,  that  the  House  should 
proceed  to  a  decision  on  the  charge  without  delay,  which 
he  maintained  to  be  altogether  unnecessary,  after  the  evi- 
dence and  papers  that  had  been  laid  before  the  House. 

/)r.  Ldurenee  observed,  that  Bfe  could  not  sit  silent 
when  he  heard  it  asserted,  that  the  honourable  member 
who  had  brought  forward  the  charge  had  received  every 
indulgence,  while  in  truth  he  was  goaded  at  one  time,  and 
thwarted  at  another,  and  it  was  now  endeavoured  topreci- 
pttatR  that  decision  which  had  lrijherto  been  retarded. 
This  was  a  question  which  concerned  the  guardianship  .of 
gQ  millions  of  the  native*  of  I$dia,  who  had  no  other 

protectors 
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protectors  but  tins  House*,  It  was  not  a  qtiestion  between 
an  individual  and  Marquis  Wellesley ;  it  respected  tlie  v»- 
lidity  of  acts  and  resolutions  in  which  the  fate  of  millions 
was  concerned,  Lvery  dependant  power  in  India  was  i«=* 
terested  in  the  decision.  No  one  particular  charge  could 
be  fully  comprehended  without  being  accompanied  Vith  the 
evidence  on  which  the  others  was  founded.  He  did  not  con- 
ceive that  such  a  premature  decision  would  operate  to  the 
benefit  of  Lord  Wellesley *s  character,  and  whatever  might 
be  the  present  decision  of  the  House  in  so  thin  a  meeting,  lie 
himself  would  take  up  the  question  in  the  next  session  of 
Parliament.  As  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  it  should  not  be  said 
that  the  people  of  India  had  reason  to  complain  of  being 
defrauded  of  their  just  rights.  * 

Mr.  Camnrfg  expressed  his  resolution  to  confine  himself 
entirely  to  the  present  question,  without  entering  into  the 
merits  of  the  charge  against  the  noble  marquis.  He  could 
not,  however,  paqs  over  the  extraordinary  threat  of  tbj* 
learned  gentleman,  powerful  as  it  was  in  las  lips,  and  front 
the  manner  in  which  he  delivered  it,  but  which,  lie  must 
«ay,  was  equally  in  the  power  of  the  meanest  and  most 
contemptible  individual  tomajee  against  any  servant  of  the 
Crown,  however  meritorious.  The  learned  gentleman 
might  propose  in  the  next  session  to  the  House  to  review 
thdir  decision,  but  this  would  remain  a  point  Gpen  to  their 
discussion.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  question  now  befoi£ 
thern,  he  observed,  that  the  whole  of  the  session  had  been 
frOm^time  to  time  occupied  by  charges,  and  by  motions  for 
papers  by  which  they  were  to  be  supported.  These  hajl . 
lieen  brought  forward  at  the  chosen  time  of  the  accuser.  If 
the  principle  were  admitted,  that  the  House  could  not  de- 
cide on  one  charge  before  the  evidence  on  all  the  others  wap 
before  them,  and  without  being  acquainted  with  the  whole 
system  of  policy  pursued  in  Indian  the  period  of  decision 
might  be  prolonged  to  an  unlimited  extent.  "The  House 
might  be  occupied  in  hearing  charges,  so  long  as  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  a  supplementary  one  to  propose,  while  it 
was  impossible  that  the  person  accused  could  be  heard  in 
his  own  defence.  The  accusation  huc\  been  made,  and  the 
documents  by  which  it  was  supported  were  before  the  House, 
and  yet  after  "all  the  evidence  had  been  heard,  it  w:i»  con- 
tended, after  a  new  species  of  justice,  that  the  defence  *£ 
the  noble  lord  was  to  be  postponed,  and  that  the  House 
-should  not  come  to  a  decision  in  the  present  session.  A 
noble  lord  had  wished  the  question  to  be  postpone^,  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  absence  of  a  right  honourable  member*  froni 
illness.  This  he  regretted  as  much  as  any  man~  in  fhat 
House,  and  he  lartiented  that  the  House  could  riot  haVethg 
benefit  of  his  eloquence  on  the  present  occasion.  But  the 
•wish  of  the  noble  lord  was  directly  contrary  to  those  senty* 
rrients  which  that  right  honourable  gefttlema>i  had  express* 
ed.  He  had  formerly  stated,  that  he  should  think  it  a  great 
and  crying  hardship  on  Marquis  Wellesley,  if  the  charges 
thould  remain  undecided  in  the  present  session.  This,  in* 
deed,  he  had  considered  as  the  settled  opinion  of  the  House> 
and  he  did  not  know  of  any  thing  that  had  taken  place 

*  since  to  alter  that  opinion.  Thepresent  he  considered  as  a 
mere  question  of  justice.  The  longer  any  man  bad  been 
ejnploycd  in  highotficcs  of  state,  the  more  multiplied  might 
be  the  sources  of  accusation  against  him  ;  and,  if  an  ac- 
cuser was  permitted  from  time  to  time  to  delay  a  decision, 
it  might  happen  that  the  only  "reward  such  a  mart  might  re* 
ceive  would  be,  to  have  the  last  moments  of  his  life  embit- 
tered by  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  decisions  of  this  House. 
Dr.  Laurence  and  Lord  Folkestone  explained. 
Mr.  R.  Thornton  thought,  that  any  decision  the  House 
might  come  to  at  present  on  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord, 
would.be  precipitate,  and  Mould  not  tend  to  acquit  him  ift 
the  public  estimation.  lie  was  aware  of  the  painful  situ* 
at  ion  in  which  he  was  placed  ;  but  all  who  were  accused, 
however  innocent,  must  submit  to  such  inconvenience  be* 
fore  a  mature  decision  takes  place.  He  also  wished  the 
matter  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  that  honourable  member 
who  had  at  first  taken  it  up,  and  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  gi  re  the  whole  that  full  deliberation' which  the  coun- 
try expected,  but  which  could  not  be  done  at  the  present 
late  period  of  the  session. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  supported  the  motion  for  ah 
immediate  decision.  He  considered  the  charge  as  now  ripe 
for  a  decision,  and  therefore  it  was  competent  for  the  House 

,  to  enter  upon  it,  however  late  might  be  the  period  of  the 
session.  It  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice*  that  . 
when  the  charge  vfas  before  the  House,  and  all  the  materials  \ 
by  which  it  was  supported,  the  person  accused  should  not 
be  allowed  to  call  for  a  decision,  f  he  question  Mas,  indeed, 
of  importance,  but  it  had  already  been  six  months  before  the 
House,  and  they  were  surely  ill  qualified  for  performing 
their  most  important  functions,  if  they  were  not  now  pre- 
pared to  decide  ujjon  it.     By  the  habeas  corpus  act,  the 

10  meanest 
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Tne&nest  individual  could  call  for  the  speedy  decision  of  thf 
}aw9  and  the  noble  lord  was  equally  entitled  to  demand  thf 
determination  of  the  House.  It  it  were  the  object  of  th? 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  brought  forward  the  charge 
to  carry  jt  beyond  the  present  session,  he  thought  it  th<? 
duty  of  the  House  to  disappoint  that  object* 

Jar$  Windham  was  against  going  Into  the  committee,  of 
urging  the  House  to  a  hasty  decision  on  the  subject ;  and  hf 
vindicated  the  principles  avowed  by  an  honourable  an4 
Jearnad  friend  near  Him  (Dr.  Laurence),  of  wjneh  the  speed} 
.of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  was  a  complete  misrepre* 
jttntaiiqp  from  one  end  to  the  other.   That  the  question  wa? 
Ane  of  the  most  serious  importance,  every  one  most  allow  * 
but  be  could  by  no  means  agree  to  such  a  principle  as  tfyat, 
because  it  was  important,  it  should  thereftw.be  decided  ii} 
the  present  session.    lie  >vlshed  jto  know  wnere  it  was  that 
the  honourable  and  learned  gcotlemap  fbupd  such  a  doc- 
trine ?  For  his  own  part  he  denied  the  conclusion,  as  wholly 
unwarranted  by  the  practice  of  Parliament.    An  op  in  104 
.had  been  quoted  as  twit  of.  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his, 
to  which  he  should  certainly  be. at  all  times- inclined  to  pay 
neat  deference ;  as  if  he  had  said,  that  the  decision  of  th/t 
House  on  this  charge  ought  to  take  place  in  the  present  ses- 
sion, at  all  evtitst    Jijui  if  it  were  possible  fiis  right  hon. 
friend  could  have  expressed  such  an  opinipn,  without  ad- 
verting to  what  might  be  the  state  of  the  House,  and  the 
due  consideration  of  the  evidence  upon  which  it  would  haw 
to  decide,  he  must  consider  such  ah  opinion.as  not  dclivere4 
with  his  usual  rectitude.    The  honourable  gentleman  whp 
^brought  forward  this  charge  had  been  accused  of  procras- 
tination, because  he  had  not  moved  for  all  tlu?  papers  at 
once,  which  he  thought  necessary  to  support  his  allegations! 
but  on  the  nature  of  a  charge  so  complicated,  how  was  this 
practicable  ?  A  member  asks  for  a  ni^nbcr  of  papers  by  ge- 
neral description,  and  upon  reading  them,  he  finds  other 
Cpers  suggested  to  him,  which  he  also  thinks  necessary, 
the  present  case  this  had  happened  on  the  side  of  the  de- 
fence, as  well  as  of  the  accusation,  and  ought  not  to  be  im- 
Juted  as  matter  of  blame  to  the  honourable  member  wbp 
rought  forward  the  charge,  any  more  than  to  those  who  re- 
sisted it.  Another  imputation  made  against  the  honourable 
gentleman  was,  that  he  contended  no  decision  ought  to  take 
place  upon  the  present  charge,  until  the  evidence  upon  all 
the  other  charges  had  been  produced*    Such  arguments 
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might  be  put  into  his  mouth,  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
(hose  who  were  opposed  to  hhn,  but  he  (Mr.  Windhairt) 
never  understood  trie  honourable  gentleman  to  use  such  a 
pretence,  though  it  was  very  possible  some  parts  of  the  pre- 
sent case  were  so  involved  in  the  same  circumstances  of  tes- 
timony, on  other  charges  as  to  be  best  considered  with  them. 
But  it  was  said  the'honourable  member  procrastinated ;  that 
the  feelings  of  the  noble  marquis  were  involved ;  and  that 
lierc  the  House  mtast  stop  and  come  to  a  decision. '  He  would 
«iay,  no :  he  coerld  not  find  that  any  unnecessary  delay  was 
"fairly  imputable  to  the  honourable  member.  He  was  aware, 
as  well  as  any  man,  that  the  feelings  of  the  noble  marquis, 
tipon  a.charge  So  important,  mast  be  held  in  painful  feus- 
pence,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  case  it  was  impossible  it 
could  be  otherwise.'  It  was  impossible  that  every  mandtar- 
iged  with  a  crime  could  be  brought  to  his  trial  the  moment  be 
Vas  accused.'  The  noble  marquis  might  sustain  in  this  case 
a  mere  damnum  'sine  injuriay  but  it  was  a  circumstance 
common  to  all;  doses  of  a  similar  nature,  and  could  be  no  ar- 
gument for  pressing  the  House  to  a  hasty  and  rasb  decision, 
in  a  case  upon  which  the  most  cool  and  mature  deliberation 
^as  peculiarly  necessary.    The  next  point  to  which  he 
•would  advert,  wasthe  proceeding  of  the  noble  lord  ih  taking 
the  management  of  the  charge  out  of  the  hands  of  the  member 
>ho  brought  it  forward,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of 
others,  without  any  management  at  all ;  or,  what  was  not 
better,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  avowed  themselves  to  be 
Jthc  friends  and  advocates  of  the  noble  marquis.     But  he 
begged  to  ask,  was  this  the  sort  of  proceeding  to  which  the 
House  would  give  its  countenance,  or  upon  which  the  friends 
of  the  noble  marquis  wonld  wish  to  see  his  conduct  vindi- 
<mtod  ?  It  had  been  said  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Canning)  on  behalf  of  the  noble  marquis,  that  the 
'more  high  the  station  a  man  filled,  the  more  power  he  pos- 
sessed for  acts  of  generosity  and  beneficence ;  and  the  longer 
•he  enjoyed  that  power,  the  more  liable  he  became  to  charges 
of  a  malicious  nature ;  but,  surely,  if  ever  there  wcifc  cases 
in  which  the  House  should  be  more  ready  than  in  olheis  (o 
•entertain  impeachments,  it  was  against  persons  who  had 
^filled  places  of  high  authority  and  power,  who,  while  they 
had  the  means  of  doing  acts  of  great  generosity  and'ben*- 
licence,  had  also  the  power  of  doing  many  acls  of  injustice 
and 'Oppression  ;  and  who  should  be  made  answerable  far 
-such  abuses  of  their  power,,  wherever  the  proofs  could  be 
* .        ,  '  made 
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made  manifest.  He;  must,;  however,  say,  that  instead  of 
any  ehcouragcraenf  from  the  House,  the  honourablemember 
who  had  brought  forward  this  charge  had  met  with  pecu- 
liar discountenance ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  urgency 
with  which  the  friends  of  the  noble  marqtitt  pressed  for* 
ward  this  decision,  he  would  ask  the  House,  how  tar  it  was 
ripe  for  such  a  decision  ?  How  many  gentlemen  of  those 
now  present  had  taken  time  to  read,  and  maturely  deliberate 
upon  the  great  body  of  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  the 
charge  ?tFof  his  own  part,  he  would  acknowledge,  that  the 
variety  of  his  own  avocations  had,  allowed  him  no  such  pp-» 
port  unity.  How  many  members  had  left  town,  without 
reading  any  of  the  papers?  Ai\d  how  far  was  it  consistent 
with  rational  justice,  to  try  such  a  case  before  a  tribunal,  rc-» 
tluccd  in  its  numbers,  and  incompetent  from  its  very  imper- 
fect knowledge  of  the  evidence  upon  which  it  was  called  to 
decide,  to  pronounce  a  final  judgment  that  night,  upon  £} 
subject  of  so  much  importance?  He  could  assure  I  he  friends 
of  the  noble  marquis,  that  never  was  there  any  thing  less 
calculated  jo  give  satisfaction  to  the  public  mind  than  a  de* 
cision  uj' on  such  principles  ;  and  those  men  who  could  de- 
lude themselves  into  a  supposition,  that  such  a  decision 
could  have  any  other  than  a  bod  effect,  must  judge  very  ill 
indeed  of  public  opinion  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Paull  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  trespassed 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  that  night  with  a  single 
word  on  the  subject ;  but  feeling  it  necessary  to  say  some- 
thing in  answer  to  the  charges  of  delay  arid  procrastination 
imputed  to  him  by  a  right  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man (the  Master  of  the  Rolls),  he  rose  to  vindicate  himself 
from  an  imputation  so  unfounded.  His  first  motion  for  pin 
pers  was  oti  the  25th  of  June,  1805  ;  and  it  was  not  until 
the  20th  of  May  last, that  any  of  the  criminating  documents 
were  laid  before  the  House.  For  the  truth  of  this  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  House;  and  he  appealed  also  to  the  noble  lord 
lately  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  controul,  whether  he  bad 
not  been  ircessant  in  his  applications  to  him  to  forward  the 
production  of  papers  in  his  department ;  and  whether  the 
noble  lord  had  not  told  him,  in  March  last,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  question  and  doubt  whether  some  of  the  papers 
for  which  he  had  moved,  and  those  the  most  Important, 
ivould  be  produced  at  all.  As  soon  as  lie  could  obtain  the 
chief  papers  for  which  he  had  moved,  in  five  day  *  after* 
yards  fee  laid  his  fir&t  charge  upon  the  table;  b#t  there 
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Vere  many  other  papers  for  which  he  had  moved,  which 
were  not  produced  to  this  day — papers'  to  prove,  tb*  ttiosH 
exorbitant  and  extraordinary  demands  u*pon  the  Nabob  off 
Oude,  to  the  amount  of  300,000/.  He  moved  for  the  ac- 
counts six  different  times ;  and  all  lhat  he  had  yet  been  abtb 
to  obtain,  from  all  the  diligence  that  could  be  used  at  the 
India-house,  was  a  Return  respecting  the  27th  light  dra- 
goons, which  he  found  to  be  a  most  false  and  exaggerated 
account.  lie  had  said  to  the  House,  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  bring  forward  his  charge  on  the  10th  June;  btit  the  noble 
lord  bad  taken  it  out  of  his  hands,  and  proposed  to  bring  it 
forward  on  the  1 8th.  This  precluded  him  from  moving  to 
Vmgle  step  until  the  18th,  when  he  moved  for  the  oral  evi- 
dence, which  wns  not  concluded,  with  the  examination  of 
Sir  James  Craig,  until  two  days  since,  and  which  was  not 
until  last  night  in  the  hands  of  members.  Having  therefore 
Vindicated  himself  from  the  charge  of  delay  and  procrastf- 
hation,  he  hoped  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
(Master  of  the  Rolls)  would  retract  what  he  had  said.  But 
Vith  respect  to  the  subject  itself,  he  conjured  the  Hotae  to 
consider  deliberately,  before  they  precipitated  a  decision 
Upon  a  question  of  so  much  importance.  If  Marquis  Wei- 
Iesley  \s  reputation  was  the  only  question  at  stake,  he  should 
not  wish  to  delay  the  decision  or  the  House  for  a  single  mo* 
bicnt.  He  disclaimed  all  personal  enmity  to  the  noble  mar- 
quis, who  had  ticver  done  him  an  injury ;  he  disclaimed  alt 
.obligation  to  him,  as  never  having  received  any  favour  at 
his  hands,  save  an  act  of  justice  which  it  was  his  duty  to 
render  as  chief  governor  oi  India.  But  it  was  not  the  repu- 
tation of  the  noble  marquis,  but  the  fate  of  India  that  de- 
pended upon  the  decision  of  the  House ;  and  that  ample 
&nd  impartial  justice  should  be  done,  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  every  British  interest  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe;  for  it  was  ot  (he  first  necessity  for  the  British  Parlia- 
ment to  shew,  whether  they  were  the  guardians  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  British  subjects  in  India,  or  the  protectors 
of  Lord  Wei  Iesley,  Tor  his  own  part,  he  had  done  his 
duty  in  bringing  forward  those  charges,  and  the  evidence 
to  support  them  ;  and  no  man  could  say  he  was  ignorant 
of  (he  groiii\ds*oh  which  he  had  brought  them  forward,  6r 
the  testimony  u  pon  which  they  were  to  be  sustained.  India 
looked  anxiously  to  the  issue  of  this  question,  ami  he  hoped 
-  "Would  bless  the  day  on  which  the  enquiry  Was  instituted. 
#e  ho^ed  they  Vvoulri  be  enabled  to  ascertain  by  the  deefc 
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siounpon  this  question,  -whether  the  faith  of  tteatfes  was  to 
be  maintained  inviolate  or  not  ?  16  which  faith  they  had 
/witnessed  the  most  honourable  adherence  under  the  admi- 
aistiution  of  that  ever-to-be-Inmented  nobleman,  Marquis 
Cornwallis ;  but  h'e  would  call  upon  the  House  to  look  at 
the  situation  of  India  from  the  accursed  day  whefh  Marquis 
Welksky  first  set  foot  there  until  the  hour  of  his  departure, 
during  which,  time  it  continued  a  perpetual  scene  tor  rapine? 
of  oppression,  of  fraud,  and  cruelty,  which  goaded  the 
whole  country  into  a  spirit  of  revolt.  He  had  brought  for* 
>ard  his  charges  against  the  noble  marquis  iji  the  face  of 
England.  He  sought  nothing  but  impartial  justice,  and 
lie  hoped  Parliament,  for  its  own  sake,  would  decide  with 
the  matures*  deliberation,  and  in  a  full  House* 

il/r.  Pcrc&Dal  said,  he  understood  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  brought  forward  this  charge,  to  object  that  the 
House  ihould  be  the  judge  of  the  fittest  time  to  form  its  own 
decision  upon  the  subject,  and  to  say  he  would  entirely 
Withdraw  himself  from  any  interference  in  discussing  thft 
subject,  uftle*  he  was  to  be  the  judge  of  the  fitness  of  the 
time  for  the  decision*  In  such  a  case,  he  (Mr.  Perceval) 
.Was  of  opinion  the  honourable  member  would  abandon  th6 
duty  he  had  undertajten,  and  jncur  the  blame  of  any  errd* 
fteous  decision  to  which  the  House  might  be  led  without 
the  light  which  be  was  enabled  to  throw  upon  the  subject. 
If  the  honourable  member,  hpwevef,  would  pledge  himself 
to  bring  forward  the  investigation  at  any  future  day  during 
the  present  session  of  Parliament,  at  any  reasonable  distance* 
when  he  should  have  his  thoughts  better  arranged  upon  the 
.subject,  he,  for  one,  should  not  object  to  adjourning  the 
further  proceedings  to  such  a  day  ;  and  therefore  he  re* 
quested  to  know  the  honourable  member's  determination  ? 
.  Mr.  Paull  declared  he  had  not  the  most  distant  wish  fa* 
delay ;  and  that,  if  the  remaining  paPf™  were  produced 
for  which  he  had  moved  respecting  six  British  regiments  iii 
India,  and  which  would  furnish  proofs  of  the  most  exorbi-j 
tant  and  inconceivable  extortion  upon  the  Nabob  of  Otidcj 
he  would  be  ready  to  go  on  with  the  charge  nexA  dajsyoc 
'  in  a  week,  just  as  the  House  should  choose;  out  recollecting 
the  delays  and  disappointments  he  had  already  experienced , 
he  would  not  pledge  himself  to  any  particular  day, until  the 
papers  rtere  before  the  House. 

Mr.  William  Smith  applauded  the  prudence  of  the  ho* 
ftourablc  member  on  this  ground,  and  commended  his  cai£ 

dour; 
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flour;  bethought  the  friends  of  MarquU  Wclledej.  could 
not  do  any  .thing  more  inconsistent  with  ihe\i  own  views, 
for  vindicating  the  honour  and  innocence  of  that  noble  lord 
in  the  eyes  of  Die  public,  than  pressing  the  House  to  adecU 
sion^wijJiQut  having  before  them  the  whole  ot  the  evidence, 
and  deciding  upon  the  fullest  deliberation 

Sir  Arthur  Wdleslcy  declared,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
opposite, fo  the  yishes  and  feelings  of  himself,  or  bis  noble 
relation, than  that  theHouse  should  decide  upon  this  charge, 
yrithout  having  before  them  all  the  testimony  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  to  adduce;  but  as  he  had  reason  ta> 
believe  that  the  documents  which  he  had  mentioned  as  the 
pause  of  delay  really  were,  not  in  the  India-house,  and  hud 
never' been  returned  from  India,  he  hoped,  if  the  House 
should  be  satisfied  of  that  fact,  by  those  gentlemen  now  pre- 
sent who  were  officially  competent  to  give  information  upon 
Jthe  subject,  and  (hat  no  such  documents  were.to.be  expect* 
ed,  that  the  House  would  no  longer  defer  its  decision :  more 
especially  as  it  was  the  declared  opinion  of  a  right  honour? 
$We  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  ihat  if  a  decision  should  not  take 

Slace  within  the  ordinary  duration  of  the  session,  an  ad* 
ress  should  be  moved  to  his  Majesty,  for  prolonging  the 
pession  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Jt>  Thornton  feeling  himself  thus  called  on,  said  he 
could  not  speak  with  accuracy  as  to  the  precise  documents 
inoved  for  being  at  the  India-house;  but  lie  rather  believed 
some  fresh  documents  would  be  found  there,  and  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  proceed  to  final  decitiqu  until  further 
Search  should  be  mane. 

».  Mr.  WcUesltg  Pole  supported  the  argument  of  his  ho* 
nourablc  relation,  and  wished  to  have  a  clear  answer  from 
some  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  been  in  thelndia  direction, 
4s  to  the. existence  of  .such  returns, 
v  Mr*  Paull  was  not  desirous  of  the  returns  of  the  strength 
of  those  six  regiments.     He  only  wished  for  the  accounts  of 
fhe  sums  charged  as  paid  to  them  ;  and  was  confident  such 
returns  must  have  been  made  to  the  directors. 
»   fifr.  'brant  said,  that  though  he  was  not  now  in  office,  he 
was  fujly  confident  the  accounts  of  pay  must  be  in  the 
Indiarjiousc 5  hut  that  the  order  for  furnishing  the  returns 
pf  the  strength  of  the  regiments  ought  to  have  been  directed 
ib  Ule  War-office,  where  they  would  be  found.  He  Mas  for 
^proceeding . with  .the  utmost  deliberation  upon  a  subject, 
jihercon  Wag  the  fate  of  India.    He  thought  theHouse 
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could  not,"  in  so  Ibm  an  attendance,  comprising  so  many 
t>f  the  noble  marqirfc's  friends,  and  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  come  to  a  decision,  consistently  with  the  decorum 
which  belonged  to  its  deliberative  justice ;  but  that,  if  a 
decision  was 'to  be  pressed  updn  the  subject,  there, ought  to 
be  a  cafl  oft  lie  Bouse,  for  which  he,  as  one,  should  vote* 
Lord  Castkreagrh  objected  to-thedelay,  on  the  ground  of 

.the  production  6t  the  papers,*  because  when  on  the  table 
they  would  supply  no  materials  in  support  of  the  charges.' 
~T  l)r.  Lmbrcsce  spoke  to  order.  The  papers  referral  to 
hadljeen  applied  for  six  several  times,,  ana  it  w^smuch  tcty 
late  now  to  contend  that  they  could  be  of  no  utility; 

•w    Lord  CasUcreagh  vindicated  his  tfwn  argument; 

Mr.  Henry  Martin,  Mr.  Burton,  Sir  Arthur  Wcllesley,  * 
Mr.  Panll,  Mr.  Greevey,  Mr*  Johnstone,  and  Sir  John 

.Newport,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  testimony  to  be  ex- 
pected from  these  documents* 

Sir  Samuel.  Romilty  said,  the  question  Was  not  if  the  de- 
cision upon  these  charges  Vere  to  be  deferred  until  the  next 

.«!s$ion,  out  if  the  House  would  proceed. thcit  day  to  detei* 
mine  on  an  accusation,  in  which  the  honourable  gfentlemajt 
(Mr.  Paull)says,  he  fa  not  prepared  to  advance:  so  that  the 

-true  enquiry  was,  if  in  this  stage  of  the  business  the,  matter ' 
-were  to  be  taken  out  of  his  hands,  in  the  absence  of  the  -fa*- 

^formation  of  which  Jjiell6use  ought  to  be  possessed  in  order 

yto  form  it*  opinion.    He  could  perfectly  understand  such 

.an  attempt  y  if  4his  were  a  case  of  vexatious  delay  ;.  but  was 

•this  the  complaint  2  The  papers  required  were  not  obtained 
until  the  20th  ot  May ;  on  the  25th  of  that  month  the  charge 

.--was  brought*;  dn  the  28th  it  Was  printed,  and  the  evidence 
was  only  closed  on  Friday  Inst ;  even  at  that  moment  the 
written  testimony  called  tbr  was  not  on  the  tabte,  although 
the  application  was  made  for  what  is  yet  deficient  a^  esmf 
as  the  5th  of  June.  Who  could  then  seriously  assert  th?t 
there  had  been  any  unnecessary  procrastination  on  the  put 

,  of  the  honourable  gentleman?  But  it  was  said  by  the  friends 
of  the  noble  marquis,  that  from  their"  knowledge  of  the  dp* 
euments  sought,  they  would  not  at*ali  conduce  to  support 
the  charges."  Were  not  others  to.obtaip  the  pame informa- 
tion, in  order'  to  satisfy  their  minds  and  come  to  the  con- 
clusions to  which  such  premises  should  lead  ?  If,  by  the 
endeavour  now  marfe,thc  noble  marquis  should  be  acquitted, 

-  it  %*  ould  be  such  an  acquittal  as  would  afford -hira  very  little 

consolation ;  lie  was,  it  was  to  be  .^resigned,  ftn  ianq^eift 

/  man; 
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mail)  and  if  he  were  so,  justice  to  htm  required  .that  this 
subject  should  be  dismissed  in  a  very  diferent  way ;  tmtft 
was  not  only  justice  to  an  individual  that  demanded  it,  it 
was  justice  to  the  collective  body  of  that  House,  that  requir- 
ed that  no  such  precipitate  decision  should  be  formed ;  and 
the  honour  and  character  of  the  House  were  immediately 
concerned  in  the  present  proceeding. 
•  Mr.  Hutchinson,  Lord  Temple,  Mr.  Fonblanque*  and 
Mr.  Paull,  said  a  few  words. 

1  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  was  proposing  some  questions  to  Mir. 
Paull,  on  the  evidence  he  required,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by 

Lord  Folkestone,  who  said  that  this  mode  of  catechising 
4P "honourable  member  was  very  disorderly. 

The  8 (leaker  observed,  that  the  noble  lord  was  perfectly 
correct  in  the  point  of  order,  but  that  it  was  not  unusual, 
under  particular  circumstances,  to  depart  from  the  striqt 
point  of  order  in  respect  to  personal  feelings. 

Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  explained :  and  after  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  Secretary  Windham,  Mr.  Courteaay,  and  Mr* 
Peroeval, 

Lord  Folkestone  withdrew  his  motion. 

After  a  long  conversation  between  Lord  Temple,  Mr.  Se- 
•eretary  Windham,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Dr.  Laurence,  Lord 
ArchiWd  Hamilton,  Lord  Folkestone,  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Lord  Ossukton,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  it  was  agreed  that  the  House  would,  on  Friday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  charges  against  Mar* 
«jois  Wellesley. 

Mr.  Paull  said,  he  should  not  proceed  to  the -question 
without  a  call  of  the  House. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  represented  the  extreme  inoonrern- 
'ence  with  which  such  a  proceeding  would  be  attended,  and 
that  it  would  unavoidably  postpone  the  dlecision  to  another 
fCttion. 

After  some  interlocutory  observations  between  Mr.  Rose, 
Lord  Temple,  and~Lord  Morpeth,  on  the  motion  of  the 
former  it  was  ordered  that  the  West  India  trade  bill  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Tuesday  next.  - 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hobhouse  it  was  directed,  that  the 
returns  on  certain  regiments  of  Bengal  troops  be  made 
.  forthwith. 

The  Hotose  went  into  si  committee  on  the  tile  duty  bill ; 
also  on  the  hill  imposing  stamp  duties  on  lottery  offices, 

1  which, 


whicfr,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  are'  to*  cease* 
knd  determine,  and  a  duty  of  50/.  on  licences  for  lottery-* 
Offices  was  to'  be  substituted  in  their  room. 
-  The  report  was  Ordered  to  be  received  the  gext  day,  and1 
the  House  being  resumed*  it  was  agreed  that  on  Monday 
it  should  go  into  a  committee  on  the  grant  to  Lord  Rodney  s 
iamily.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  OOMMONS. 

SATURDAY,  iVLY  5. 

The  Speaker  attended  at  four  o'clock,  And  counted  the! 
House  ;  when  twenty -»four  members  dniy  being  present,  aa^ 
Adjournment  immediately  took  place. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY;   JULy*7i 

Judgment  was  given  on  thp  motion  of  Lofrd  Ellen^ 
borough,  in  the  appeal,  "  Graham  t>.  the  Counters  Dovv-' 
ager  of  Glencairn,''  affirming  the  decree  of  the  Court  ot 
Session*  with  100/.  costsi 

In  the  appeal  "  Rcnnie  v.  Tod  and  dthers,"  the  Lorcf 
Advocate  ot  Scotland  and  Mr.  Adam  wete  beam  for  the  ap- 
pellants   Further  hearing  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  and  several  other  ratfmbefs  of  the  House  of 
Commons  brought  up  the  training  bill,  and  the  militia 
ballot  bill,  which  were  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  btf 

Erinted  on  the  motion  of  Earl  Spencer*  who  gave  notice  of 
is  intention  td  move  the  second  reading  or  the  training 
bill  on  Thursday  next,  for  which  day  the  Lords  were  on 
dered  to  be  summoned. 

*  The  customs*  fees  bill  was  read  a  third  tinid  and  passed; 

The  Icish  spirits  duty  collection  bill,  the  assessed  taxes 

ftllowanoes  bill,  the  Irish  customs  bill5  and  the  Irish  poof 

bill,  were  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  the  next 

The  Farl  of  Suffolk  said  a  few  words  respecting  the  situ- 
ationof  the  poor  in  England.  This  subject  had,  he  said, 
been  takenupby  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
In  tha  other  House,  but  he  nevertheless  intended  to  lay  « 
plan. before  their  lordships  which  be  had  farmed  for  the  bet* 
ter  relief  of  the  poor.  ; 

'  Vqi,.  III.  1805-6,  SM  Lord 
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'  Lord  Waisihgham  reported  the  debtors'  relief  bill ;  the 
amendments  to  uhich  were  agreed  to. 

Earl  Fitzrtilliam  presented,  by  his  Majesty's  command, 
tlie  papers  respecting  India,  moved  for  on  Tuesday  by  lh#. 
Karl  of  Westmoreland,  ia  the  absence  of  Lord  Melville. 

Adjourned, 

*  *       • 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   JULY   7. 

On  1lie  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Prtnsep,  the  Smith  field 
market  regulation  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  private  committee. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  bills  for  consolidating  the  land 
tax  acts,  and  for  augmenting  small  livings  to  the  clergy  out 
of  the  land  tax  ;  also,  for  an  issue.of  exchequer  bills,  on  the 
credit  of  the  aids  granted  or  to  be  granted  for  the  year,  both 
of  which  were  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  the  next  da  v. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  post|  onrd  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port relative  to  the  calico  printers'  bill  till  the  next  day. 

In  a  committee  on  the  silk  laws,  a  regulation  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Vansittart.,  and  agreed  to,  granting  a  bounty  of 
i£)L  6s.  8rf.  per  cent,  on  the  exportation  of  all  silk  manu- 
factured in  this  country,  as  specified  in  the  act  of  George  1. 

Report  the  next  day. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  presented  a  petition  from  the  commis* 
sioncrs  of  the  northern  lights,  proying  for  aid,  to  which* 
Mr*  Vansittart  signified  his  Majesty's  concurrence* 

He  then  presented  another  petition  from  the  same  commis- 
sioners, for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  a  sum  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund,  tor  the  erection  of  a  ligty-housc  on. 
the  Bell,  or  Cape  Rock.  The  Marquis  of  Douglas,  the 
members  of  the  northern  counties  of  England,  and  the 
members  for  Scotland, were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Sinclair  the  accounts  presented  to 
the  House  of  the  vessels  navigating  to  and  from  the  parts 
near  the  intended  erection,  and  the  report  of  the  former 
committee  on  the  same  subject,  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fellovves  gave  notice  for  the  next  day  of  a  motion 
relative  to  the  noa-rcsident  clergy.  „ 
"  Tlie  report  of  the  committee  on  the  lottery  acts  was 

agreed 
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agreed  to,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  an  instruction  tov  the 
committee  on  the  lottery  bill  to  introduce  provisions  ac-. 
Cordingly. 

The  report  of  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  on  the  ex- 
cise acts  Mas  also  agreed  to,  and  similar  instructions  given 
to  them  as  to  the  committee  on  the  excise  duty  bill. 

In  a  committee  on  the  Irish  revenue  acts,  a  resolution  for 
their  farther  continuance  was  agreed  to.  Report  the  next 
day. 

Earl  Nelson's  annuity  bill  was  brought  in,  read  a  first, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  postage  bill  was  agreed  to9  and  the  bill 
brdered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  quarantine  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  the  next  day ;  as  was  also  the  oil  of  vitriol 
bounty  bill. 

.  The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  expiring  laws*. 
Ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 
.  The  House  then  went  into  a  committee,  in  which  it  was 
resolved  that  French  wines  in  bottles  or  in  flasks  be  permit- 
ted to  be  imported  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  in  Bri- 
tish or  Irish  ships.    Report  the  next  day. 

In  a  committee  on  the  Newfoundland  fishery  acts,  it  was 
resolved  that  salted  or  pickled  salmon  l>c  imported  free  from 
duty  into  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  from  New- 
foundland and  Labradore;  and  that  a  bounty  of  three 
shillings  per  quintal  be  allowed  on  all  salted  cod  imported 
into  these  islands  from  the  same  places.     Report  the  next 

day.  ^ 

In  a  committee  it  was  resolved  that  masts,  yards,  and 
bowsprits,  the  growth  mid  manufacture  of  British  planta- 
tions in  North  America,  be  permitted  to  be  imported  into 
this  country,  duty  free,  in  British  and  Irish  ships.  Also, 
that  fruit,  wine,  oil,  salt,  &c.  the^produce  of  those  planta- 
tions, be  permitted  to  be  imported  into  this  country  from 
Malta  and  Gibraltar  direct.     Report  the  next  day. 

On  the  rhotion  of  Mr.  Francis,  after  a  4e\fr  words  from 
Mr.  Carr,  the  insolvent  debtors9  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  b$  committed  the  next  day. 
.  The  Irish  road  amendmcht, account  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

.   The  inspector  general  of  imports  and  exports  presented  an 
gceoqnt  ot  the  quantity  of  corn  and  grain  imported  and  ex - 

3  M  8  ported 
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ported  to  and  from  England  and  Ireland,  for  the  last  five 
j ears.    Ordered  to  be  printed. 

In  a  committee  on  the  customs  bill,  resolutions  were  pass* 
pd  allowing  the  importation  of  raisins  and  figs  from  Ireland 
duty  free.  Also  allowing  gunpowder  and  arms  to  be  ini* 
ported  from  Irelaud  duty  free ;  extending  the  provisions 
tor  warehousing  to  other  articles  than  those  specified  in  the 
net ;  and  declaring  that  the  additional  duty  of  fifteen  pev 
<f  cnt.  does  not  extcjid  to  refined  sugars  under  the  act  of  the 
44ih  of  the  Jung.    Report  the  next  day. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  brought  in  bills  for  augmenting 
the  salaries  of  the  masters  of  chancery ,  and  for  providing  for 
those  who  should  be  allowed  to  retire  frpm  the  execution  of 
that  office.  Also  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in 
the  accountant's  office  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and  foy 
providing  salaries  to  additional  clerks.  Both  of  (hose  were 
jread  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the 
next  day. 

•   He  also  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  supr 
port  of  the  sworn  clerks  and  solicitors  in  chancery. 

Mr.  Whitbrjcad  postponed  his  motion  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journals  of  the  House 
pf  Lords  relative  to  the  trial  of  Lord  Melville,  and  his  con? 
sequent  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  better  regu- 
lating the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  till  Friday. 

Mr.  Foster  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  better  pro? 
tiding  for  the  expeditious  conveyance  of  letters %y  post  in 
Ireland. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  the  House  wept  into 
4  committee  on  the  grain  intercourse  bill. 

Sir  William  Curtis  objected  to  the  clause  by  which  an 
average  between  the  rate*  for  importation  and  exportation, 
established  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  settled  as  the 
jade  by  which  they  were  in  future  to  be  regulated ;  which/ho 
contended  ?  would,  by  aside  wind,  be  overturning  the  corn 
jaws  of*  Great  Britain. 

.  Mr.  Foster  did  not  approve  of  omitting  the  clause ;  but* 
On  the  whole,  thought  it  better  to  postpone  the  measure  tilt 
a  fair  average  could  be  struck,  for  which  be  thought  the 
House  was  not  at  present  in  ppssession  of  sufficient  mate? 
rials. 

.■  After  a  pretty  long  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Western, 
Mr.  Perceval,*  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  coincided  with  Mr. 

J'oafer,  and  Lord  Henry  Potty,  Sir  jJ.  Newport,  Lord  A* 

••'■'-.  *     .  Hamjllon, 
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Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Parnell,  the  gallery  was  cleared.  But 
we  understood  that  the  division  (lid  not  take  place  on  the 
Clause,  but  on  the  question. for  the  chairman's  leaving  the 
chair,  whenrthe  numbers  were — For  the  bill  52-^Against 
it,  48 — Majority,  4. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. . 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Lords,  stating,  that 
their  lordships  had  agreed  to  the  customs  fees  bill,  and  cer- 
tain private  bills. 

Sir  Henry  Mildmav  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  right  honourable  secretary  of  state  (Mr.  WihdhamJ 
to  make  any  propqsition  to  the  Hbuse  this  session  respecting 
the  volunteer  officers  ? 

Mr.  Windham  replied  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move, 
the  next  day,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  yolun* 
teer  officers. 

Sir  Henry  Mildmay  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
Friday  next  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
the  volunteers, 

OUDE, 

»  »  . 

Mr.  Paull  presented  the  supplementary  charge  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  Qude,  and  moved  that  it  should  be  printed. 

Sir  Arthur  JVellesley  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention 
6f  the  honourable  gentleman  to  make  any  more  motions  ro- 
tative to  Marquis  Wellesley  this  session  }  He  wished  to  as- 
certain this'  as  he  had  other  duties  to  perform,  and  was  de«* 
sirous  of  getting  away  as  soon  as  possible*  He  would  not 
object  to  printing  the  cliarge. 

Mr.  Paull  stated  that  it  had  always  been  his  intention 
to  come  at  a  decision  pn  the  Oude  charge  this  session  if  pos- 
sible. But  he  had  been  at  the  India  house,  and  found  that 
accounts  of  great  importance  could  not  be  made  out  in  less 
than  eight  or  ten  days.  He  would  therefore  give  no  pledger 
to  proceed  this  session.  But  he  would  certainly  be  ready  to 
proceed  on  the  second  or  third  day  of  next  session.  It  wa$ 
also  his  intention  then  to-  prefer  a  charge  relative  to  tho 
transactions  in  the  Garnatic,  as  this  subject  had  been  aban? 
doned  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman'  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
whom  he  saw  ih  his  place. 

Mr.  Welleslej/  Pole  said  that  it  was  very  natural  for  the 
Marquis  Wellesley  and  his  friends  to  wish  to  have  the  deci- 
sion this  session.  But  when  they  proposed  to  have  come  to 
g  depision  the  other  night,  they  were  not  acquainted  with 
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th*  circumstance  that  the  honourable  gentleman  minted, 
what  he  considered  as  material  evidence-  On  inquiry  at 
the  India  house,  he  was  given-  to  understand  that  the  ac* 
counts  could  not  be  made  up  in  less  than  two  months.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  be  ex  netted  that  the  flonsc  should  de»* 
cide  on  the  Oadc  charge  this  session.  He  ask&i  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  any  more  evidence  to  move 
for,  respecting  ibis  charge  ?  If  he  had,  he  hoped  he  would 
move  for  it  this  session,  that  the  House  might  be  ready  to> 
<Jccide  at  the  beginning  of  ihe  next. 
.  Mr.  Paull  stated  thai  he  had  only  a  few  papers  to  more 
for,  which  might  be  prepared  in  a  few  hours. 

Mr.  Sheridan  begged  leave  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
few  words  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  accused  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  with  having  abandoned  the  subject 
of  theCarnatic,  and  hinted  that  this  had  been  done  since  he 
bad  coins  into  administration.  The  tact  was,  and  he  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  might  have  known  it  very  wcllj- 
that  he  had  abandoned  that  subject  when  Lord  Powis  was 
appointed,  or  understood  to  have  been  appointed,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  »  But  he  Had  not  abandoned  his  opt* 
xiion  impacting  these  transactions,  ami  when  the' honourable 
gentleman  brought th^  qfiair  forward,  he  should  have  his 
tvUpport,  But  bis  charge  was  against  Lord  Powis,  and  not' 
ftgain&t  Marquis  AVellesley  ;  and  he  must  say  that  it  wa* 
somewhat  lingular  that  tho  honourable  gentleman,  who 
mast  hare  known  thi*  a*  the  beginning  of  the  session,  bad 
not  come  forward  with  this  charge  when  he  had  the  mate* 
rials  prepared  to  his  hand. 

.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Paull,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
and  Dr.  Laurence,  the  charge  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Windham  presented  a  petition  from  the  Veterinary 
College,  praying  tor  public  aid.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Lord  Castlorc.igh  moved,  by  address,  for  a  ropy  of  the 
third  report,  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  revision,-  Agreed 
to. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  brought  up  the  surveyor-genera]  of 
woods  and  forests  oifice  regulation  bill,  Read  a  first  arid 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 
.  Mr. -Paull  moved  for  ,«n  account  of  the  expences  of  the 
27th  light  dragoons  in  India  from  179S  to  1801,  and  tot 
copies  q£  Jcttcjrs  tfwt  passed  betwepn  Colonel,  Spott,  the  its 

sklent 
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stdentatLucknow,  and  Marqurs  Wcllcsley,  relative  to  fhs 
excursions  of  the  Nabob  Vizier  in  tho.Decon.     Ordered,. 

In  the  committee  of  supply  Lord  Henry  Petty  moved, 
that  4,715/.  LI.?.  5{d.  should  be  granted  to  his  Majesly,  to 
make  good  the  like  sum  which  had  been  issued  pursuant  to 
addresses  of  the  House,  and  not  made  good*  He  also  mored 
thai  2,100,001)/.  should  be  granted  to  his  Ma  jest  y  to  enafel* 
him  to  take  such  measures  as  the  exigences  of  affaire 
might  require.  In  this,  however,  lie  stated,  that  one  mil- 
lion of  arrears  of  subsidies  was  to  be  consolidated.  He 
likewise  moved  that  600,000/.  be  granted  lor  the  exigences 
of  Ireland.  These  resolutions  were  agreed  to.  Report  the 
next  day. 
.  In.  the  committee  of.  ways  and  means, 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved,  that  towards  the  tfitpplies 
granted  to  his  Majesty  the  sum  of  3£  millions  should  be 
kittled  from  the  consolidated  fund,  being  the  surplus4  of  that 
fun4  up  to  the  5th  of  April,  1807..  In  order  to  shew  the 
sufficiency  of  the  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  supplies,  his 
lordship,  for  the  convenience  of  the  House  and  the  public,' 
filtered  upon  a  statement  of  the  supplies  and  ways  and 
means  of  the  year.  He  first  stated  the  particular  votes  of 
supply,  under  the  heads  of  the  army,  navy,  ordnance,  ar-> 
rears  of  subsidies,  vote  of  credit,  miscellaneous  services, 
&c.  from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  sum  actually  voted 
as  the  joint  charge  of  England  and  Ireland  was  43,500,000/. 
The  addition  of  the  vote  for  the  separate  charge  of  l£ng-> 
laud,  raised  the  total  supplies  to  48,530,*06/.  6s.  J  l\d.  De- 
duct from  this  two-17ths  of  43,500,000/.  being  the  Irish 
proportion  of  the  supplies,  and  160,000/.  being  the  Irish 
proportion  of  the  civil  list,  and  the  tofal  supplies  tor  Eng- 
land will  be  43,252,000/.  His  lordship  then  stated  the 
ways  and  means,  under  the  heads  of  the  war  taxes,  loan, 
malt,  &c.  which  in  ail  amounted  to  the  sum  of, 

d?43, 182,000 
Supplies    -    •         '  -  -       43,252,000 

Surplus  of  ways  and  means  -  ^  -j8  230,000 
The  additional  pay  to  be  granted  to  the  army,  however, 
would  take  up  about  150,000/.  of  this  sum.  but  there  still 
remained  a  considerable  surplus.  His  lordship  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  produce  of  the  war  taxes  in  different 
quarters  of  1805-6.  The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  aiicj» 
iue  war  taxes  voted. .  Jleport  the  next  <|*y.  -     - 

i  Lord 
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Lord  Henry  Petty  afterwards  moved  that  the  Housrf 
should  go  into  a  committee  on  the  message  relative  to  JLondl 
Rodney's  pension. 

In  the  committee  his  lordship  adverted  to  the  liberal  pro* 
vision  which  had  been  made  for  Admiral  Lord  Rodney. 
Owing  to  the  premature  death,  however,  of  the  late  Lord" 
Rodney,  the  pensions  had  not  been  so  long  enjoyed  as  was 
in  the  contemplation  of  Parliament.  He  therefore  concluded 
by  moving,  that  1000/.  Irish  currency,  be  annually ^grtltrted 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain  to  George* 
the  present  Lord  Rodney,  for  life. 

Lord  Polkstone  saw  no  reason  for  this  vote,  and  beside*, 
it  seemed  to  proceed  on  the  principle  that  when  pensions 
were  granted  for  a  certain  number  of  lives,  if  these  hap- 
pened to  be  short  ones,  the  pensions  were  to  be  renewed. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  thought  that  under  all  the  circunv 
stances,  in  point  of  policy  and  liberality,  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  this  motion. 

Lord  Castlcrcagh  concurred  with  the  noble  lord ;  after 
which  the  motion  was  agreed  to.     Report  the  next  day.  • 

Lord  Henry  Petty  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  i» 
the  committee  of  supply  on  "Wednesday  for  compensation 
to  the  naval,  military,  and  land  tax  commissioners. 


NABOB  OF  ARGOT'S  DEBTS. 


Mr.  Hobhouse  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot's  debts  bill. 

Mr*  Francis  adverted  to  the  importance  of  this  subject- 
lie  would  take  a  view  of  some  of  the  most  material  points, 
however,  that  he  might  not  tire  the  patience  of  the?  House. 
The  claim  amounted  to  9,200,000/.  on  the  revenues  of  the 
Curnatic,  a  sum  said  to  be  due  from  the  nabob  to  indivi- 
duals. Of  this  3,658,000/.  had  been  already  paid.  From 
the  amount  of  the  claim,  one  would  suppose  that  the  mo- 
neyed men  of  Change-alley  bad  gone  to  India  to  lend  their 
nionev  to  the  native  princes.  After  thus  stating  the  amount, 
he  adverted  to  the  situation  of  the  East  India  Company's 
finances,  which  certainly  were  not  in  a  flourishing  state,  and 
irere  little  prepared  to  meet  such  a  demand  as  this.  Here 
he  alluded  tp  the  late  treaties  concluded,  in  India,  which; 
though  he  wa$  fund  of  peace,  appeared  to  him  to  contain 
dangerous  concessions,  under  the  circumstances.  .  They 
vferc  certainly  concluded  in  a  very  private  and  precipitate 
tuajuncr,  and  he  suspected  that  Sir  G.  liaxlow  was  forced  to' 

10  conclud* 
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conclude  them  from  want  of  money  to  carry  on  fl  e  waf; 
*Hte  'nefct  adverted  t6  the'  situations  of  many  of  those  wild 
rnAdeytry  consi demble:  claims.  He  mentioned  Lawrence 
BtilliVan,  ^chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  with  seve- 
ral other  persons  holding  high  situations  on  tire  India,  estate 
4tshmenf .  This  threw  considerable  suspicion  on  their  claims. 
fie  said  that  the  nabob  must  have  foreseen  the  loss  ofUbp 
.territWyV  and  therefore*  gave  as  many  prdere  upon  its  re¥«* 
ftues  ^  those  who  bad  any  influence  in  our  Indian  goyecip- 
tnent'rnight  ask  for.  He  contended  that  this  was  a  public 
transttetioto  *  and  that  therefore,  instead  of  sanctioning  an 
Agr^efrterit;rrlade  between  the  directors  and  creditors,  Paj> 
tfam^nf  otfght  to  take  the  affair  into  its  own  bauds.  The 
^Ktatourkbfc*  gentleman  .was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
the  revenue  of  India  was  insufficient  to  defray  the  ex  peaces 
ntWricKng  •  its  government ;  and  this  would,  he  had : :  o 
doubt,' be  in  a  vety  few  days  openly  stated  to  the  Houaew 
The  deficiency*  therefore*  augmented  by  th6  consequences 
•ofthis  Mil,  must  be  supplied  by  the  finances  of  this  coUnr 
try  *  'and'  of  course  that  should  tlrge  the  Hoiise.more  ewer 
fully  to  inspect  the  affairs  of  India;  AVith  a  view  to  afiasdL 
the  opportunity  for  -careful  inspection  upon  this  subject 
he  proposed  that  the  bill  should  tp  read  a  third  time  thtf 
day  three  months.  In  the  interval  gentlemen,  and  bi 
Majesty's  ministers  particularly,  might  iwqu  ice,  Lata  all  she 
circumstances  of  this  case/  and  become  .better  prepared  for 
the  discussion  next  -session.  To  this  delay  no.fair  creditor 
could  object,  for  none  such  were  likely  to  suffer  from  iumit 
ligation,  only  tending  to  separate  their  churns  from<,thc 
mass  of  collusive  creditors  and  fraudulent  claimants  who 
now  came  forward.  .   .^ .  ■ 

Mr.  Sultixan  explained  the  manner  in  wliicli  the  nabob 
tinder  consideration  had  become  indebted  to  his  kinsnHW* 
to  whom  the  last  speaker  thought  proper  so  particularly  Ip. 
allude.  The  Mr.  Sullivan  referred  to,  who  was  chairman 
of  the  India  Company,  being  in  competition  with  Lord 
Olive  for  power  in  India,  lent  India  stock  tqCol.  Maclean* 
in,ofder  to  qualifV  the  Colonel  to  vote  at  the  India  lW*Sfc 
and  m  support  of  hfe  interest.  This  Maclean  afterward* 
toent  io  India,  and  entered  into  the  service  of  the  Nahpb  pif 
Arcot'i  iri  which  service  he  died.  At  his  deatlrho  remain?*} 
in  debt,  for  the  amount  of  the  India  Stock,  to  Mr.  Sultiy 
van,  through  whose  interposition  with.. the  nabob,  th-j£ 

Frincc  was  induced,  through  respect  for  the  weriK  "  .1/  a 
Vol.  III.  1805-0.  3  N  faithful 
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faithful  servant,  to  give  a  bond  for  the  debt,  and  that  bond 
formed  the  claim  which  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Sullivan  movt*A* 
vaaced.     Upon  this  transaction;  therefore,  the  honourable 
gentleman  contended   that   there  was  not  the  atightoi 
ground  to  attach  the  imputation  of  fraud. 
•    JUnrdll*  Petty ,  although  he  concurred  in  almost  all  tht 
observations  which  the  House  had  heard  from  the  honour* 
able, gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one,  was  still  advent 
to  his  conclusion.    "Upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
admission  there  were  several  bona  fide  claims;'  and  surely 
to  ascertain  such,  and  separate  them  from  the  fraudulent* 
was  a  very  desirable  object,  of  course  a  fair  ground  for 
inquiry.    As  to  the  concluding  proposition  of  the  ho* 
JKniraSle  gentleman,  there  hardly  ever  was  an  instance 
where  fraudulent  claims  did  not  derive  advantage*  from 
delay,   while  it  must  obviously  serve  to  inconvenience*  if 
m>l  to  distress,  those  whose  claims  are  just.    He  therefore 
•felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  honour 
able  gentleman's  proposition..    His  wish  was  thit  the  en* 
cjuiry  should  go  on  as  speedily  as  possible.    At  the  same 
■time,  however,  that,  he  expressed  bis  readiness  to  support 
this  bill,  he  would  beg  it  to  be  understood,  that  his  sup- 
port urate  from  an  expectation  that  before  it  passed  it 
would  undergo  considerable  alteration  and  amendment.  In 
the  committee  be  should  think  it  necessary  to  have  soar 
clauses  introduced,  to  provide  that  no  agreement  should  be 
deemed  vajid  under  this  act  which  was  not  so-  considered 
before;  also  that  one  or  more  additional  parliamentary  -com-         ' 
missioner*  should  be  appointed  to  assist  the  other  commit- 
aioners  at  the  proposed  enquiry;  and  also  that  the  pro-         j 
ceetltngs  of  the  commission  should  be  annually  repotted  io        j 
Parliament.  These  alterations  the  noble  lord  was  ptfsuaded 
would  conduce  much  to  render  the  measure  acceptable, and 
also  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice. 

Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Sullivan  mutually  explained.  - 
Mr.  Grant  considered  the  eating  agreement  beUfoen 
the  tndia  Company  and  the  creditors  under  discussion,. per* 
fectly  legal  and  binding  unless  superseded  by  a.  siMKsrior 
power.  Willi  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  dainu  alludftl 
to,  his  opinion  was,  that  although  they  amounted  -to 
£,600,000/.  they  would  be,  upon  investigation,  reduced  to 
one-fourth  of  that  sum.  The  clauses  proposed  by  -th« 
lioble  lord,  he  did  not  think  material. 

jr  /L*  IfcUtJeyy  in  supporting  the  bill,  took  ocojsion 
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ttalfederto  the  remarks  made  upon  (be  recent  conduct  of 
ft*  Cfc  Batlow.  The  treaties  concluded  by  that  respect 
ftbftsiixftson  were*  he  had  no  doubt,  perfectly  justifiable  un- 
der ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  was  indeed  per- 
oiiaded  that  the  worthy  baronet  acted  as  well  as  could  be 
required  or  expected  in  his  situation,  ami  that  his  trea- 
tteo  were  as  likely  to  produpe  a  lasting  effect  as  any  other 
treaties  in  India.  .  But  in  point  of  accuracy  those  com* 
pttots  were  not  i»  fact  to  be  denominated  treaties,  as  they 
ime  nothing  more  than  arrangements  made  under  the 
•oen&ures  of  the  treaty  which  he  himself  concluded  before 
he  left  India,  and  since  then  he  had  never  heard  of  any  war 
jsitk  Holkar.  He  rather  thought  it  would  appear  that  Sir 
©.  Badow  had  acted  in  consequence  of  instructions  from 
fcotnff* 

-Mr*  It,  Thornton  took  upon  himself  to  say  that  the 
Coort  of  Directors  highly  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
Sir  O.  Bariow, .  That  the  treaty  complained  of  by  the 
jMMmrtabfe  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate  was  such  as 
•ought  to  have  been  made,  that  it  was  a  wise  measure,  and 
would  prove  conducive  to  the  purposes  of  peace  and  the 
Sntosettsof  the  India  Company ;  that  such  were  the  sentr- 
jmenCsof  the  India  Company  would  appear,  he  could  safely 
fffopbesy,  from  the  result  of  the  question  fixed  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  India  bouse  on  Wednesday  next.  The  ho- 
noumbte  member  added  that  Sir  G.  Barlow  acted  in  strict 
conformity' to  the  principles  upon  which  Lord  Cornwallts 
•wmio  have  proceeded,  and  also  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions frota  home.  Therefore  he  was  sure  the  worthy  Baronet 
would  prove  to  have  deserved  the  best  thanks  of  the  India 
Company,  and  also  of  his  country. 
-  Dr*  Jbnwinte  commented  upon  what  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  terming  the  scandalous  mode  in  which  the  debts 
to  Which  the  btH  referred  were  originated ;  and  particu- 
larly upoa  the  claim  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  which,  as  it  appeared 
from ;an  explanation  of  that  evening,  arose  out  of  the  desire 
of  this  Mr.  Sullivan  to  create  an  undue  influence  at  the  Jn» 
dia  house.  It  was  an  insult  to  the  understanding  of  the 
- -people  of  England,  or  of  the  India  Company,  to  call  on 
item  to  pay  such  a  claim.  What  had  they  to  do  with  it  ? 
Andyet  the  honourable  gentleman  who  gave  the  expla- 
nation, seemed  to  feel  quite  satisfied  of  its  equity,  The 
asfrwmeni  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  director  (Mr. 
•Cfrant)  iras  not,  he  \vas  certain,  at  all  such  as  that  honour* 

3N2  able 
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able  director  described,     in  fatt,  it  was  not  legally  binding 
pjiless  sanctioned  toy  fiarliamenti  ,  i  •  » ;'.  i    : 

*  Lofd'  Casitertdgk  did  not  think  the  interference  *>f  Par* 
Krirnent  atall  necessary  to  appoint  commissionera  of  inqui- 
ry to  this  case.*  Such  interference  did  not  takoiptatte  witfi 
irtspecf  ft>  the  eiairrtsof  the  American  loyalists,  not  in -any 
inttnn<&  similar  to  the  present ;  arid  he  could  seeno-reason 
for  (he  proposition  at  present.  :  The  noble- Uvd  contended 
a£ttrr»st  the  authority  of  the  learned  Doctor,  that  the  Agree? 
rnent  referred  tp  by  him  was  perfectly  legal.  It.  was  con* 
feluded  between  parties  in  every  respect  competent  to  enter 
Into  it  ^  and  umler  that  agreement  those  parties  might  lmv» 
gone  on  to  thp  determination  of  the  whole  case,  without 
resorting  to  legislative  sanction:  i   ..*.  ;.i*.  . 

Mr.  Henry  Martin  stated,  that  the  public  had  a  direct 

interest  in  tho  te  venue" *>f  the  f East  India  Gomfxui  \y  ttfihe 

nmount  of  500'fiOOl.  annually.     Neither  the  Board  of  G*rt 

trout,  nor  the  Court  of  Directors*  therefore,  could  have-anr 

•fegtfi;  authority  to  interfere  with  a  measure,  wkidbcaigM 

-naturally  affect  the  interests  of  th©  public*     •■*  ■  ■  *»/  ■  » 

*''  ^J»here  being  a  great  cry  for  the  question  ^  »   •  i . ■  •  • 

"  Mr.  'Hobhouse  rose,  and  said  that  he  <wo«ld  noti*ng 

>p»0rent  *  the  House  from  coming'  to  iv  (Woisionnxpoarim 

Ttfry*  important  question.     The  lateness  of  the  boor,  And 

Useable  manner  in  which  the  bill  had  been  sapportecLby 

•fhose  gentlemen  who  spoke  initsfavdur,  wereatrijng jbo? 

tires-  with  him  for  brevity,    ,He  qvust)  however/  radveta^Q 

-atopic  or  two  of  a  personal  natJuare,.'ajid  whan  \he ibadtct: 

plained  himself,  'it  would,  he  believed,. be  Bgaithafrht 

wirfiiof,  without  good  ratise,  requited  the indtrlgooce  of 

the  House.  .     *     t  -,  . ,  ■  : .,  ... .    I     .  ,-.  -»;  i  ••  • 

'  •  "  ^lw>  honourable  gentleman  wfaa  opened  thifr  debate  (Mr. 

^Francis),  had  stated*that  he  (Mr.  Hobhoused,  >was;UBder* 

i&iad  to  bare  had  some  scruples  about  accenting  AheioiBct 

W'  a  commissioner  nnder  the' articles  *of?  agreement- which 

had  l^een  concluded  between  the  East  lndk*.Gompaay  and 

■tte  creditor*  of:  the  late  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  arid  upaa 

'*hich  this  bill  was  founded.     The  same*  observation  was 

befbre  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  a  former  do? 

Trite  \  a  nd  it  seemed  to  ponvey  that  he  (Mr.  Hobhouse)  bad 

-at  first  an  objection  to  take  upon  himself  the  character  of 

n  commissioner'  from  a  disapprobation  of  i the  agreement 

JWtftotf  alluded  to,  or  of  some  proceedings  Adopted  by  the 

•j driies,  but  that  afterwards  has scruples  had <*eenjo**fr 

•    *  '        "  '  V         '  come 
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eon*;:    THU  certamLv'was  not  the  fact.    About  the  end  of 
August  1804,  between  three  and  four' months  after  be  had 
•cngned  ids  *iffice-'of chief  secretary  to  the  beard  of  cton 
tfotd,:he  tfa*upphed. to  by  the  parties,  and  requested  to 
nadectaka (the  duties  of  a  commissioner  for  investigating 
4he  Garaatic. debts. .  His  answer  was,  that  he  felt  himself 
flattered  by;  the  selection  of  himifor  so  important*  arduous, 
and  delicate  a  trust,  but  he  hoped  to  be  allowed  a  few  days 
for  the  purpose  of  .^considering  whether  his  other  a  voca- 
tions would  allow>him  to  accept  it.  '  Finding,  after  due 
consideration,  that  his  other  occupations  would  not  prevent 
him  from  devoting*  sufficient  time  to  the  undertaking,  lie 
readily  consented  that  his  name  should  be  inserted  in  the 
commission*     He  begged  the  House  to  believe- that  he  never 
herniated  about  accepting  the  situation  which  be  now  held, 
from  an  idea  that  there  was  any  thing  objectionable  in  the 
transaction  in  which  it  originates.     He  was  anxious  that 
thismnttershouldibe  clearly  understood  by  the  House  and 
the  country..    He  did  not  impute  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man intentional  misrepresentation..   He  could  account;  he 
imagined,  for  the  error  into  which  the  honourable  gcntle- 
luan  had  fatten.  \  In  opening  the  business  to  the  House*, 
when  he  (Mr.  Hobbouse),  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  he  'had  said  4.hat  he  felt  an  unwillingness  to  be  the 
itnover  of  the  measure^  because  there  was  something  awfe- 
•wnrd  in  soliciting  greater  fx>wers  to  be  given  to  a  commis- 
sion of  which'he  was  himself  a  pdrt.  »  It  Mas  equivalent  to  la 
request,  that -stronger  authority  should  be  placed  in  bis 
.own  im»ri$.    rThis  objection  to  his  heingHhe  conductor  of 
IhebUl  through  the  House  he  stated  to  the  respective  par- 
ties to  the  articles^  of  agreement,  who  contended  that  a 
commissioner  'having  experienced-  the  difficulties-  arising 
#rom  the  defect  of  power,  wad  the  most  fit  person 'to  ex- 
plain those  difficulties  to  the  House.     He  yielded  to  this 
(reasoning  and  urgent  intreaty  (whether  properly  or  not 
•the  douse  would,  judge),  and  undertook  to  perform  what 
-he-was  corascieus  would  have  been  better  placed  in  any 
other*  hands.  "The  honourable  'gentleman,  unfortunately, 
eonld  not  be  present  upon  the  motion  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  trill;  an  imperfect  >  representation  of  his  <Mf. 
-jiabbouse's)  speech-  on  that  occasion  'may  have  been  the 
-pause  of  binnistake ;  nor  were  those  gentlemen  les&'ihista-* 
-Jtentwho  represented  that  a  commissioner  wrts  chosen  by 
cach;of  the  pasties.  -aiid  the  third  wa$  to  act  as  aiLunjpise 
•  ♦  '  when 
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wtoitJhtf  other  two.disamed  inseutURant*  TUU  wa*  4ho 
original  idea*  but  an  ftltdation  was  alter  wank  jaatle;  4&IL 
the  thpee  ow\n*U$i  oners  ware  chosen  fay  the  concuttent 
mice,  of  all  the  subscribers,  to  the  apreemeatv  **i.  tfop 
were  at  all  tines  employed  together*  Two  wsera  not  ooa- 
staoUy  cutting  and  aJhtrd  occasionally  consulted^  iH*r 
wns  not  the  nominee  either  of  tlie  creditors  or  the -Oourt  of 
disectoo>  but  the  choice  of  both  those  parties;  -  Tbesamft 
was  tsue  villi  report  to  hi*  colleagues.  He'  wftsdewOHi 
of  calling  the attentionof  the  iloa*c  to  another  partof  tt* 
speech  ot  the  honourable  gentleman  who  opened  this  de* 
&te(Mr*  Francis),  because  it  related  to  a*  poiot  upon 
which  it  was  highly  important  to  himself  asa  cowoiiteioue^ 
that  he  should  not  be  misunderstood.  Uc  conceived  ik% 
honourable  gentleman  to  have  stated  that,  when  he(Afav 
])ob)iouse>  moved  for  leave  to  hrtngjn  the  bill,  be  bad 
giaintaiiied  the  doot cine,  that  the  nabob's. allowaoceof,jh* 
justice  of  a  claim  was  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  pajroaoat^ 
if  the  quotation  from  his. speech  which,  had  been  rcwMby 
the  honourable  gentleman  favoured  any  such  doctiwvifl 
might  bbexi racted  fron*  an  income*  representation;  if> 
however,  his  speech  on  that  day  actually  conveyed  sucbii 
itotion^tbo  words  must  have  been  unguarded  and  ill  suited 
to  his  purpose.  His  intention  was  to  avoid  tlie  stater*** 
of  any  principle  by  which  his  conduct  as  a  commissioner 
ought  to  be  regulated*  Hi*  determination  was  not  to  com* 
roit  himself  as  to  the  constituent  grounds  of  tlie  validity  or 
invalidity  of  any  set  of  claim*.  -  He  hoped  that  he  had 
now  sufficiently  protected  himself  from  misconception. 
Into  the  merits  of  the  measure  he  did  not  mean  to  £ntor ; 
it  was  perhaps  more  fit  that  others  should  argue  it  than 
himself,  who  was  a  commissioner.  It  would  intjmf'bi* 
said  to  be  a  very  bad  compliment  totho*e  hooootable  mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  so  ably  in  support  of  the  bill,7 fiat 
him  to  undertake  the  defence  of  it.  The  motives4  wMch 
had  induced  the  commissioners  to  eall  upon  the  parties^ 
bring  forward  the  present  bill,  were  too  obvious  to  be  m%* 
taken.  Had  they  been  easy  men,  had  they .  been-  hbi  in 
their  morals,  had  they  leaned  towards  the  creditors,  *hts 
application  had  never  been  heard  within  the  walls -of'  Par- 
liament, i  t  was  because  they  were  desirous  of  discharging 
their  duty  in  a  conscientious  and  impartial  maimer,  of- so* 
J>amttng  the  fictitious  from  the  fair  creditor,  of  hunting 
iniquity  through  all  its  mazes  and  deyious  paths,  of  al- 
lowing 
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lowing  no  one  claim  but  what  was  clearly  founded  in  equi- 
ty-imdhurioilr;  itros!fotthes&  reasons  that  the  present  btft 
was  subrorttoito  the  consideration  of  the  Hobsc.  The 
great  object  of  the  bill  was  to  £umisli  the  commissioners 
With  power  to  examine  xxpon  oatb,  and  to  subject  the  party 
breaking  it  to  the  penalty  of  perjury.  He  was  free  to  gay 
that  from  those  who  viewed  the  claims  in.tbe  most  saw* 
rourable  light  be  expected  aid  Tatter  than  opposition:  If 
they  thought  that  most  of  the  debts  were  fraudulent  and- 
unjust,  why  were  they  reluctant  to  arm  the  commissioner* 
with  such  a  degree  of  authority  as  would  enable  them  t<* 
defect  fraud  and  injustice  ?  He  would,  however,  keep  lite 
word  with  the  House,  and  though  many  observations' 
pressed  upon  his  mind,  he  was  resolved  not  to  be  led  into 
greater  length  ;  he  would  trespass  no  longer  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

After  some  farther  conversation  the  gallery  was  cleared 
for  a  division,  but  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  tb« 
general  assent  of  the  members  present. 
'  Mr*  Hobhouse  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. to  regu-* 
fate  the  duties  on  malt. 

The  linen  drawback  Mil  was,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
tUitethe  next  day.  .  '  .,  r    ,   .  ' 

n  The  father  orders  of  the  day  were  then  postponed,  add? 
***  House  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

fc/     ...  TUESDAY,   JULY  8.  ' 

In  the  appeal  "  Rennie  v.  Tod  aud  others,  Mr,  Alex* 
amfer  was  heard  for  the  respondent.  Further  hearing  the 
nextday.      . 

The  debtors*  relief  bill  was  read  a  third,  time,  and 
passed. 

,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  several  other,  members  of  the  House  of 
Comtnotss,  brought  up  the  Irish  roads  bill,  and  son*  pri- 
vate bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

•  The  Irish  poor  bill,  the  Irish  spirit  duties  collection  bill, 
the  Irish,  customs  bill,  and  the  assessed  tuxes  allowances 
bill,  passed  through  committees  and  were  reported.. 

-The  second  residing  of  the  &lave,shlp  limitation  bill  w*$ 
postponed  till  Thursday. 

10  /' 
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The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read;  foh  the  Lords  f  6 
be  summoned  to  attend  thi*  day,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
coital  uyoVi  Lord  Melville;  ■  * 

%1jrtd  Mthxlh  rosej  arid  spoke  to  the  following  effect  :^- 
My  Lord$,  I  regret  rmi  eh,-  that  the  House  is  not  in  posses* 
sion  -of  fhose  oir'rcial  documents-  which  '^ronlfl  enaolc  us 
dearly  tosefcour  why  in  the  discussion  of  'tfte'lmportartt 
subject  to*  which  I  think  nt  my  duty  how  to*  call  your 
LordshipsKattention..  For  want  of  these  we'arc  obliged  to 
grope  in- the* dark,  and  fake  the  prevailing  'ftimours  as^We 
grounds  'of  out-  argUmcrtR  I  shall  first,'  howeyef,  'be 
obliged  to£?vc  isomckind  of  hist qrieal  account  of  the  trans- 
action on  which  (he  discussion  of  this  flight  wiil  principally 
turn. 

*Whert  Lord  Cornwallishad  undertaken  the  government 
fcf  India,  and  wtien  in  his  zeal  for  the  public  service^  he  left 
the  bank^  of  tlie  Ganges,  and  made  a  distant"  journej  Fojt 
tkepurposc -of  jfiviilg'rtfcct  folhencgocmtions  for  pence^ 
Sir  George  Barlow,  considering  .the  delicate  state  of  fifo 
Lort^hip's  health,  and  flu*" dimmer  he  exposed  hitn'selt  to 
i(i  his  .country's  service,  thought  it  proper  to  quit  thesfcat 
of -government/  in  onjertb  assist'  his  lordship  in  the  nego- 
ciations  ;  amf  in  case  of  that  event  taking  place,*  which  hei 
since  happened,  to  receive  h in  dying  instructions,  and  to 
carry  them  into  effect  without  dchjy.  .  Sir#>G|qorgc  Barlow 
had  then  for  his  instructions1  not  only  the  system  which 
Lord  Cornwall  is  apjually  piirs\#nl,  £ut  the  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  and  the  instructions  given,  to  General 
Lake  on  the  19*b  of  September.  The  genqrai  principle  of 
the  negociat ion* witfi  the  native  powers,*  'Is  also  the  system 
of. retrenching  unnecessary  expenditure,  was  begun  by  the 
Marquis  Cnrriwnllisj  and  vas  afterwards  pursued  by  his 
successor,  SirGeougc  Barlow.  Puch  w;as  the  situation  of 
India,  as  it  was  known  in  tins  country  upon,  the  29th  o£ 
January  list,  when  bis  Majesty's  ministers  with  great  wis- 
dom and  propriety,  considering  that  it  was  not  proper  to 
lorve  India  without  the  full  benefit  of  those  powers  of  grv- 
veniui'^rt  which  had  been  always  confided  to  Governors-v 
General,  recommended  to  the  court  of  directors  to  give  those 
powers"  to  Sir  George  B'irlow,  in  order  that  he  might  hot 
be  fettered  either  in  conducting  the  ne£<>ciatiorts,  or  tn 
carrying  on  the  government  in  India.     With  this  recom- 

nicndatioa* 


July  81  j  situation  of  ind^a.  465 

lhendation,  the  Court  of  Directors  readily  and  cheerfully 
complied.    No  appointment  was  ever  less  complained  of, 
and  no  dispatch  had  sifice  been  received  from  India  that 
did  not  convey  the  most  sanguine  expectation  of  Success, 
from  the  measures  pursued  by  the  successor  of  Marquis 
Cornwallis.     The  appointment)  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
commendation of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  was  made  on  the 
25th  of  February,  and  upon  the  8th  of  Mnrch  the  Court 
of  Directors  received  an  intimation  of  the  wish  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's pi  misters  that  a  successor  should  be  appointed  to? 
Sir  George  Barlow.    The  Court  of  Directors  were  very  un- 
willing to  comply.     They  foresaw,  or  they  thought  they 
foresaw,  great  difficulties  and  great  objections  to  complying 
with  this  intimation*    Nothing  effectual  was  done  from  the 
fcth  of  March  till  the  12th  of  May,  when  a  communication: 
was  made  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  suggesting  the  recall. 
ef-Sir  George  Barlow,  and  recommending  the  appointment 
of  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  Lauderdale)  high  in  his  Majesty's 
councils.    This  recommendation  did  nqt  accord'  with  the 
ideas  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  some  more  delay  wa* 
occasioned  by  the  correspondence  and  communications  that 
took  place  on  this  subject.     At  length,  at  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  of  May,  his  Majesty  was  advised  to  recall  Sir 
George  Barlow,  by  an  instrument  under  his  own  sign  ma- 
nual.   Since  .that  time  it  has  not  appeared  that  any  Go* 
vernor-general  has  been  appointed,  or  any  step  taken  to- 
fill  up  the  vacancy  in  the  government  of  India.    In  tl*  . 
course  of  the  last  day  or  two,  there  has  been  a  rumour  that 
a  noble  lord  (Lord  Minto)  has  been  appointed  ;  but  this 
rumour  is  the  only  thing  which  the  House  is  now  possessed 
of,  instead  of  that  information  to  which  it  is  entitled  upon* 
so  important  a  subject.   The  intended  recall  of  Sir  George 
B*rIow  has  been,  however,  notified  to  India  in  all  the  cor* 
rrspondence,  both  public  and  private,  that  Jias  taken  place 
with  that  country  since  the  beginning  of  March  ;  and  it 
must  occasion  great  uncertainty  with  respect  to  ^he  system 
of  government  to  be  adopted  for  India,  as  well  as  great 
surprise  in  those  who  are  best  acquaiuted  with  the  services, 
the  talents,  and  the  zeal  of  the  honourable  baronet.  It  will 
be  now  necessary  to  consider  the  act  of  Parliament  itself, 
under  which  his  Majesty  was  empowered  to  recall  the  Go- 
vernor-general appointed  by  the  Company.    It  is  by  tho 
Vol.  III.  1805-0.        >30  act 
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act  whicfi  passed  in  the  year  1784  that  his  Majesty  obtained 
that  prerogative,  and  it  will  not'be  foreign  from  the  sub* 
ject  to  call  the  attention  'of  your  lordships  to  the  circum- 
stances under  Which  that  act  was  pasted.     It  wiH  be  recol- 
lected that  it  was  at  that  remarkable  period  when  the  whole 
country  was  convulsed  with  different  opinions  on  the  sob* 
jfect  of  the  best  mode  of  governing  India.     The  different 
systems  might  be  said  to  be  contained  in  two  bills ;  the  one 
Was  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Fox's  Bill,  and 
the  other  by  that  of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill;   In  the  latter,  however, 
to  which  Parliament  gave  its  sanction,   the  power  of  re- 
calling a  Governor-general,  or  other  officer,  was  given  to 
Bis  Majesty  by  an  express  clause  in  the  bill.     If  the  House 
-frill,  however,  recollect  the  circumstances  of  those  times, 
and  consider  the  mode  in  which  those  two  bills  were  univer- 
sally understood  at  that  period,  it  will  appear  that  it  was 
the  general  opinion  at  that  time,  that  the  real  difference 
between  the  bills  w&s  a  struggle  for  the  patronage  of  India, 
whether  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  or  of  the 
Company.    Th*  opposers  of  the  bill  of  1783  (Mr.  Fox's 
Bill)  contended,  that  giving  the  patronage  of  India  to  mi- 
nisters would  overturrf  the  independance  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  #nd  be  subversive  of  the  privileges  and  prero- 
gatives of  the  Crown.    The  privileges  of  1784  (Mt.  Pitt's 
bill)  disclaimed  this  patronage,  and  went  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  patronage  of  India  might  be  more  fairly 
and  beneficially  exercised  by  the  East  India  Company 
themselves.     I  do  not  now  mean  to  argue,  which  of  those 
opinions  were  right  or  "wrong.  I  merely  mean  to  state,  that 
the  opinion  of  the  legislature  in  the  year  1784,  when  they 
agreed  to  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  was  decidedly  for  leaving  the 
Company  the  patronage  of  India.     The  clause  therefore  in 
that  act,  which  first  gave  his  Majesty  the  power  of  re- 
calling a  Go  ernor-geneffal,  can  never  fairly  be  construed 
as  directly  militating  against  the  whole  spirit  of  the  act. 
The  most  decided  sense  oft  he  country  was  then  in  favour  of 
the  spirit  of  that  act,  and  with  this  generally  pre  vailing  sen- 
timent the  legislature  concurred  ;  it  therefore  never  could 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  that  a  bill  passed 
in  this  spirit  should  contain  a  clause  which  was  to  be  at  com- 
plete variance  with  the  whole  object  of  the  bill,  and  should 
enable  his  Majesty's  ministers,  by  exercising  at  pleasure 
this  power  of  recall,  to  gain  the  entire  patronage  of  India. 

Tht 
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The  meaning  of  the  Claris  obvious.  Jt  pijly  was  in- 
tended to  give  the  Crown  the  power  of  negativing  any  im- 
proper appointment ,  which  partiality  might  ever  induce 
the  Court  of  Directors  to  make.  The  Coijrt  of  Directors 
were  fllso  checked  in  th^t  respect  by  the  Court  of  Propri-; 
etors,  and  there  was  a  most  remarkable  instance  then  recent, 
of  the  Court  of  Proprietors  having  refused  to  acquiesce  in 
the  recall  of  Mr.  Hastings  when  the  Court  of  Directors  had 
proposed  it.  It  therefore  was  necessary,  that  iq  cases  of 
that  nature  the  government  should  have  the  power  of  recall." 
I  therefore  think  myself  now  warranted  to  appeal  to;  the 
recollection  of  every  noble  lord  who  remembers  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  act  of  1784  was  passed,  whether  I 
have  not  stated  fairly  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  at  the 
time  pf  its  passing.  .  I  know  that  as  to  the  merits  of  the  two 
d liferent  bills,  there  must  be  a  great  variety  of  opinions, 
and  every  person  must  be  subject  to  some  particular  bias. 
The  noble  Lord  (Min(o)  may,  probably,  be  more  attached 
to  the  principles  of  the  bill  of  1783,  or  Mr.  Fox's  bill,. as  it 
is,  usually  called.  On  the  other  hand,  I  'may  appeal  to 
another  noble  lord,  whose  opinion  I  may  bring  forward  as 
a  balance  in  point  of  authority,  and  whose  bias  I  must 
suppose  to  be  in  favour  of  the  bill  of  1784,  from  the  part  he 
took  upon  that  occasion  (Lord  Melville  here  alluded  to 
Lord  Grenville).  He  must  know  the  spirit  in  which  that 
bill  was  passed,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  contrary  to 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  that  bill,  that  any  clause  of  it 
should  be  construed  as  giving  the  patronage  of  India  to  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  whenever  they  should  be  pleased  to  in- 
sist upon  this  power  of  recalling,  at  their  pleasure,  those 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Company.  It  would 
be  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  to  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
law,  if  the  power  of  recall  should  be  exercised  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  appointment  of  the  person 
whom. his  Majesty's  ministers  wished  to  be  the  Governpr- 
general  of  India.  The  power  that  the  Crown  possessed 
would  be  grossly  abused,  if  it  were  applied  to  any  other 
purpose  than  what  was  intended  by  the  i(iw,  to  the  nega- 
tiving of  an  appointment  made  in  favour  of  an  improper 
person.  If  this  be  the  only  fair,  rational,  and  true  con- 
struction of  the  act  under  pliich  India  has  been  governed 
for  the  last  twenty-two  years,  then  it  is  incumbent  on  his 
Majesty 's, ministers  to  shew  some  cause,  why  they  advised 
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his  Majesty  to  well  the  person  whom  they  had  originally 
recommended  to  lie  appointed  as  Governor-general.  For 
the  whole  period  of  twenty-two  years,  since  this  act  was 

Ja&sed,  there  was  no  instance  of  his  Majority's  ministers 
aving  exorcised  this  power,  and  tbey  shonld  be  aware  that 
the  most  pernicious  consequences  might  result  from  an  in-» 
discreet  exercise  of  it.     The  situation  of  India  now  was 
delicate  in  the  extreme.      The  negociations  which  were 
pending  with  the  native  powers,   and  the  retrenchments 
which  were  fo  be  carried  on,  required  a  Government  armed 
with  the  usual  powers  and  confidence.     If  then,  at  such  a 
time,  this  power  of  recall  was  exercised  altogether  without 
reason,  and  apparently  with  no  other  view  than  patronage, 
it  was  enough  to  irritate  the  Court  of  Directors.     If,  then, 
the  Court  of  Directors  wtre  irritated  by  such  conduct  (and 
it  was  known,  that  whim  and  ill-humour  had  often  influence 
on  thedetermination  of  public  bodies);  if  they  supposed  that 
this  power  of  recall  was  exercised  capriciously  and  wantonly, 
they* could  find  from  the  words  of  the  law  sufficient  means 
of  resisting  aiy  appointment  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
might  wish  to  make.     I  have  already  stated  to  your  lord- 
ships the  situation  in  which  India  was  placed  at  the  death 
of  Marquis  Cornwallis,  and  at  the  time  that  Sir  George 
Barlow  succeeded  to  the  government ;  and  also  that  the 
first  act  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  upon  that  occasion  was 
to  recommend  to  the  Court  of  Directors  the  extending  the 
power  of  JSir  George  Barlow.     On  this  recommendation 
there  was  great  joy  in  Leadenhall-street ;  for  never  wast hore 
an  individual  in  theserviceof  the  Company,  whose  conduct 
had  received  more  marked  approbation  than  that  of  Sir 
George  Barlow,  nor  did  the   records  of  the  Company 
shew  a  greater  number  of  testimonies  oT  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  any  individual  that  ever  was  in  their  ser- 
vice.    The  former  administration  had  concurred  with  the 
Company  in  their  opinion  of  his  merits  ;  for  when  Mar- 
quis Weilesley  was  about  to  depart  from  India  in  1S02, 
Sir  George.  Barlow  was  the  person  whom  they  had  named 
as  bis  successor.     When,  however,   Lord  Cornwallis  was 
recommended  to  supersede  Sir  Gcorgo  Barlow,  the  Court  of 
Directors  gave  no  opposition,  and  he  himself  readily  gave 
way  'q  the  appointment  of  the  noble  Marquis.     Sir  George 
Jfci  lv>w  received  Marquis  Cornwallis  with  open  arm$,  be- 
cause fye.  knew  that  his  appointment  was  made  merely  on 

public 
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'public  grounds,  and  for  t  he  public  good  :  but  when  it 
should  appear  that  an  appointment  was  made  from  other 
motives,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  it  would  be  acquiesced 
in  to  cheerfully.  Shr  George  Barlow  most  readily  joined 
in  all  Ihe  plans  introduced  by  Marquis  Cornwallis,  both 
for  securing  the  tranquillity  of  India,  and  for  the  retrench- 
ments that  were  to  be  made  in  Hie  expenditure.  In  speak- 
ing on  that  subject,  I  beg  that  I  may  not  be  considered  as 
giving  any  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  a  noble  Marquis 
(Lord  Wellcsley),  which  is  now  the  subject  of  conversa- 
tion. If,  upon  ihe  appointment  of  Sir  George  Barlow, 
there  was  much  joy  and  exultation,  that  joy  was  quite 
suppressed,  when  in  ten  little  days  after  that  appointment, 
Government  intimated  their  ^ish  to  have  him  recalled.  If 
this  were  dune  capriciously,  and  without  sufficient  reason, 
ministers  ^erc  much  to  blame  \  but  if  it  were  done  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing  the  patronage  of  India,  it  was  worse — it 
was  a  direct  violation  of  trie  spirit  and  the  meaning  of  the 
act  of  Parliament.  I  have  heard  it,  however,  surmised, 
that  in  the  original  recommendation  of  Sir  George  Barlow, 
the  government  nevfcr  deceived  the  Court  of  Directors,  but 
that  they  told  them  at  that  time,  that  the  appointment  was 
merely  temporary  and  liable  to  be  changed.  This  ap- 
pointment, however,  which  lasted  but  ten  days,  would  not 
-enable  him  to  do  any  good,  while  the  suddenness  of  his 
recall  must  lie  felt  by  him  as  a  mortification  and 
disgrace.  It  would  have  been  a  very  different  thing 
to  have  left  him  in  a  subordinate  situation,  from 
what  it  was  to  appoint  him  Governor-general,  and 
recall  him  after  he  had  been  only  ten  days  appoint- 
ed. It  'certainly,  appeared  like  some  disgrace,  or  as 
if,  in  the  course  of  the  ten  days,  ministers  had  found  out 
something  in  his  conduct  that  rendered  him  unworthy 
of  their  'confidence.  The  reason  would  not  be  confined 
to  the  cabinets  of  Downing-street  or  ofLeadenhall-strect, 
but  it  would  be  reported  through  the  metropolis,  and  the 
report  would  Teach  to  India,  that  Sir  George  Barlow, 
in  whom  they  had  been  accustomed  to  repose  great  con- 
fidence', was  found  unworthy  to  retain  the  government  of 
India.  I  should  therefore  now  wish,  that  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  between  the  Directors  and  the 
ftotnrd  of  Gontroul  should  be  laid  before  the  House.  It 
fCaiiuot  -  hp  suid  to  be  a  secret :  not  only  the  twenty-four 

7  Directors, 


•  \ 


170  THE  PARLTAMENTAET  ft  EG  1ST  ER.  ("LORDS, 

Directors,  but  their  children,  their  drives,   their  daugh- 
ters, and  their  servants,  mast  all  of  them  be  acquainted 
'with  the  nature  of  this  correspondence.    As  I  hare  no 
official  document  to  go  on,  and  am  obliged  to  rest  upon 
reports,  I  must  state,  that  it  is  also  reported  that  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  recalling  Sir  George  Barlow  is,  that  it  is 
the  system  of  the  present  administration  that  none  but 
men  of  rank  in  this  country  should  ever  be  appointed  to 
•the  situation  of  Governor-general  in  India.     I  do  not 
jcnow  bow  this  doctrine  will  be  relished  by  the  gentle- 
jncn  in  India,  who  have  spent  the  greater  part  of  their 
•lives  in  the  service  of  the  Company  in  that  country,  but 
1  think  it  never  can  be  taken  as  a  general  rule  of  con* 
duct.       If  the  Governor~general    should   die  in  India, 
it  must  necessarily   follow,  that  be  should  be  succeed- 
ed in  the   government   hy   the  senior  of  the  Supreme 
Council.    This  person  must,  of  course,  exercise  the  of- 
fice of  Governor«general   until   time    should  elapse  silk 
jScient  to  transmit  the  news  of  such  decease  to  this  com** 
try,  and  until  a  successor  should  be  actually  appointed. 
It  therefore  appears,  that  on  the  death  of  a  Governor- 
?neral,   it  happens  of  necessity   that  the  senior  of  the 
Supreme  Council  will  have  that  situation  for  a  year.    It 
■will,   however,  be  necessary,  that  the  Company's  ser* 
vunts  in  India  may  know  to  what  extent  his  Majesty's 
ministers  think  that  confidence  may  be  reposed  in  than* 
It  would  be  right  that  they  should  know  what  situa- 
tions they  might  aspire  to,    and   what  situations  they 
should  ever  be  debarred  from.    It  shotdd  be  told  them 
•at  once,   that  the  whole  career  that  was   open  to  them 
was  this,  that  from  writers  they  might  get  to  be  factors, 
and  from  that  to  be  junior  merchants,  senior  merchants, 
and  collectors  of  the  salt  duties;  and  arrive  to  all  the  lucra- 
tive situations  oft  he  country,  but  that  they  must  not,  in  any 
case,  hope  to  attain  to  the  honours  of  Governor-general, 
which  some*,  who  passed  theirlives  in  the  service  of  thcCom- 
pany,  in  the  burning  climate  of  India,  might  bppe  to  aspire 
to.    I  myself,  my  lords,  have  often  heard  the  private  opU 
'  nions  of  the  directors  of  the  East  India  Company  upon  the 
•subject  of  appointing  none  but  men  of  great  family  and 
high  rank  to  the  government  of  India.    They-  have  always 
-thought  that  a  person  of  this  description,  who  was  really 
distinguished  for  talents  and  the  qualities  desired,  would.be 
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of  all  men  the  most  proper,  as  be  would  arrive  at  India,free 
from  those  partialities  ia  favour  of  particular  servants  of  the 
Company,  which  might  interfere  with  the  right  administra- 
tion of  the  country.  It  would,  however, appear  very  strange 
in  the  cars  of  Lord  Teignmouth,  Sir  Charles  Oakly,  and 
many  other  servants  of  the  Company,  who  had  held  the 
highest  situations  in  India,  to  tell  them,  that,  by  the  modem 
system,  it  was  discovered  that  persons  of  their  description 
ought  not  to  have  been  placed  in  the  highest  situations,  and 
that,  if  they  hail  been  in  India  in  modern  times*  they  could 
have  no  pretensions  to  such  distinction.  This  would  be, 
indeed,  strange  music  to  their  ears.  Upon  all  these  grounds 
I  conceive  I  am  warranted  in  stating  that,  prima  facie,  it  is 
iV  most  extraordinary  thing  that  ministers  should  have  con- 
ceived themselves  warranted  in  exercising  the  power  of  re- 
call,  which  a  clause  in  the  act  of  Parliament  vested  in  his 
Majesty.  I  should  wish  to  learn  from  the  noble  secretary 
(Lord  Grenville),  whether  the  instrument,,  under  the  sign 
manual,  for  recalling  Sir  George  Barlow,  was  ever  sent  to 
India  ?  I  apprehend,  that,'  from  the  repeal  of  the  commis- 
sion, there  is  now  no  existing  government  in  India  ;  and  I 

•  cannot  conceive  in  what  manner, the  Court  of  Directors  are 
to  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  Supreme  Council 
in  India.  If  the  instrument  of  recall  has  remained  for  two 
months  in  the  pocket  of  the  noble  secretary,  how  are  the 
Couft  of  Directors  to  make  out  their  warrant  ?  It  must  also 
be  considered  in  what  situation  the  temporary  government 
that  subsists  in  India  is  placed.  Although  the  treaties  may 
be  concluded,  the  negotiations  and  the  consequences  of  them 
may  not  yet  be  at  an  end.  There  were  probably  yet  re- 
maining many  things  Which  were  most  important  in  the 

-  execution,  By  the  treaties  which  Lord  Cornwallis  was  on 
the  point  of  negotiating,  the  river  Jummah  was  to  be  the 
western  boundary  of  the  British  possessions  in  India.  Lord 
Cornwallis  had  sent  to  General  Lake  instructions  to  fix  that 
river  as  the  boundary  of  that  part  of  the  conquered  coun- 
tries which  theCompany  meant  to  retain.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  most  extensive  district  of  the  conquered  countries 
respecting  which  the  treaty,  which  was  lately  published, 
was  entirely  silent.  Whatever  might  be  the  disposition  of 
them,  Holkar  and  Scindiah  had' no  right  to  complain  ;  but 
as  Marquis  Cornwallis  had  renounced  the  occupation  of 
them,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  moment  how 

they 
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they  were  to  be  disposed  of.    They  must  be  reserved  for 

some  otae  of  the  native  princes;  but,  until  U  was  ascertained 
to  which  of  these  they  were  to  be  given,  India  could  never  m 
be  considered  in  a  settled  state  of  tranquillity.   Under  these 
circumstances,  I  declare  most  solemnly,  that  if  the*  person 
appointed  to  the  government  of  India  were  my  brother,  or 
my  nearest  and  dearest  friend,  I  should  deprecate  his  ap- 
pointment at  the  present  time.     The  court  of  directors  did 
not  insist  upon  the  appointment  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  temporary  measure,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  circumstances  of  the  present  time.     If  therefore 
the  person  who  should  be  appointed  would  consent  to  delay 
for  six  months  the  gratification  of  his  ambit  jon,  1  make  no 
doubt  that  he  would  meet  with  no  opposition  from  (be  court 
of  directors.     If  he  should,  however,, go  out  uow,andrabe, 
his  rank  upon  the  unmerited  disgrace  of  Sir  George  Barlow,^ 
be  must  feci  that  he  goes  out  with  the  disrespect  and  ill-will 
of  the  court  of  directors,  and  he  must  consider  how  he  is 
likely  to  be  received  in  India.     He  must  consider  what  ef- 
fect the  doctrine  will  produce  there,  that  none  but  men  j)f 
rank  and  title  can  ever  hope  to  attain  the  highest  offices  in 
India.     I  can  venture  to  foretel  that  with  the  degradation 
of  Sir  George  Barlow,  a  servant  who  has  their  hearts  and 
their  confide/ice,  all  the  servants  of  the  Corapanv  in  India 
will  feel  themselves  degraded.     I  repeat  again,  that  if  my 
brother  or  my  nearest  friend  were  going  to  India  under  tticse  * 
circumstances,  I  should  endeavour  to  dissuade  him.    I 
should  tell  him,  that  even  the  Support  of  the  board  of  counr- 
troul  would  not  balance  the  disgust  with  which  his  appoint- 
ment would  be  received  by  the  court  d(  directors,  and  the 
servants  of  the  Company  in  general.      I  should  therefore 
most  sincerely  recommend  to  whoever  may  be  appointed,  to 
defer  for  six   months  the  gratification  afwhat  may  be  a 
very  laudable  ambition  ;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  t 
have  very  little  doubt  that  he  may  go  to  India  with  the 
perfect  acquiescence  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  the  good  '\ 
wish  of  their  sorvants  in  India.     I  have  nothing  more1  to 
add  at  pwsent,  and  shall  conclude  with  moving,  1st,  for 
copies  of  all  letters  and  dispatches   from  the  governor- 
general  of  India  to  the  qourt  of  difectors,  respecting  the 
finances  of  (he  Company  ^  and  the  retrenchments  proposed 
to  be  made ;  and  when  that  motion  is  disposed  or,  I  shall 
move  for  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  board  of 

contrbul1 
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controul  and  (he  court  of  directors,  their  chairman,  and  do* 

Euty  chairman,  respecting  the  recall  of  Sir  George  Barlow 
■ora  bis  situation  as  governor-general. 
Upon  the  first  resolution  being  put, 
Lord  GrenviUe  rose  and  remarked,  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  noble  lord's  speech,  not  a  single  word  had 
been  said  which  at  all  alluded  to  the  resolution  which  waa 
then  proposed  to  the  House.  For  the  other  resolution  no 
ground  had  been  stated  but  the  suggestion  of  the  person 
who  brought  forward  the  motion,  that  the  affairs  of  India 
were  in  a  deranged  and  delicate  situation.  If  the  affairs  of 
India  were  in  this  unsettled  state  that  had  been  described, 
it  would  certainly  not  add  much  to  the  means  of  tranquil* 
lizinjr  them1,  to  bring  forward  discussions  of  this  nature  in 
Parliament,  As  to  the  resolution  that  was  then  submitted 
to  the  House,  not  a  single  word  had  been  said  in  support  of 
it.  He  did  not,  however,  mean  to  rest  upon  a  captious  ob- 
jection, but  would  come  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  the 
second  resolution,  respecting  the  recall  of  Sir  George  Bar* 
low,  which  was,  in  fact,  the  point  upon  which  the  discus- 
sion must  turn.  Upon  this  subject  the  noble  viscount  had 
not,  in  his  opinion,  laid  any  plausible  grounds  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  correspondence  for  which  he  moved.  It  was 
not  enough  to  say  that  such  correspondence  must  be  known 
by  this  man's  child,  or  that  man's  servant ;  the  real  ques- 
tion was,  whether  that  correspondence  was  of  a  nature  that 
was  proper  to  lay  before  Parliament.  It  was  not  until  near 
the  conclusion  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  that  he  heard 
him  say  something  about  restoring  tranquillity  in  India,  re- 
trenching unnecessary  expenditure,  and  savings  in  the 
finances;  and  therefore  he  should  direct  the  principal  part 
of  his  answer  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  mod  serious 
part  of  the  speech,  that  which  relates  to  the  recall  of  Sir 
George  Barlow.  Without  discussing  (he  reasons  which 
induced  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  recommend  the  recall  of 
Sir  George  Barlow,  he  must  state,  that  he  was  much  sur- 

Jirised  at  the  only  remedy  which  the  noble  lord  proposed 
<*r  what  lie  complained  of,  and  which  was  merely  that  Sir 
George  Barlow  should  be  continued  six  months  longer. 
What  could  be  the  reason  for  this  recommendation  ?  When 
in  the  course  of  the  six  months  lie  should  do  what  the  noble 
lord  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do ;  when  he  should 
have  remained  so  much  longer  under  those  difficulties, 
which  (as  was  stated)  must  completely  weigh  Him  down, 
Vol.  HI.  1805-6.  3  P  the* 
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then  the  noble  lord  himself  would  be  ready  to  acquiesce  in 
bis  recall.     The  noble  lord  had  insinuated  that  .there  was 
some  intemperance  in  the  letters  from  his  Majesty's  minis* 
ters  upon  this  subject*   This  was  a  charge,  however,  which 
be  must  utterly  deny.    He  did  not  know  on  what  grounds 
the  noble  viscount  could  presume  to  impute,  that  the  object 
Df  his  Majesty's  ministers)  in  advising  the  recall  of  Sir  Geo. 
Barlow,  was  merely  dictated  by  the  wish  to  extend  their  pa- 
tronage.    If  there  was  any  fixed  principle  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  felt  should  for  eyer  govern  their  conduct 
with  respect  to  India,  it  was  thus :  that  between  his  Majesty's 
ministers  and  the  court  of  directors  there  should  ben  spirit 
bf  mutual  conciliation  and  co-operation,  that  each  should 
endeavour  to  understand  the  outer,  and  that  they  should 
act  together  for  one  common  object,  the  good  of  the  coun- 
tries which  were  committed  to  their  government.  Nothing 
could  so  much  tend  to  break  this  harmony,  as  to  bring  for- 
ward, for  parliamentary  discussion,  the  various  correspond- 
ence which  parsed  between  them.    The  noble  viscount  Had 
supposed  a  case  of  the  court  of  directors  and  board  of  con- 
troul  acting  at  cross  purposes,  and  only  impeding  one  an- 
other.    Tbis  was  certainly  a  possible  case,  but  it  was  by  no 
means  a  probable  one.    As  for  those  mutual  checks  and 
controuls,  the  history  and  the  analogy  of  -the  constitution 
of  this  country  proved  that  they  might  subsist  without  at 
all  impeding  public  business.    The  constitution  of  the 
country  was  altogether  a  system  of  checks  and  balances, 
:  and  yet  it  was  found  that  those  mutual  checks  contributed 
materially  to  the  benefit  of  the  empire ;  and,  from  the  same 
analogy,  he  would  infer,  that  it  might  also  be  beneficial  to 
the  system  of  the  government  of  India.  This  was,  perhaps, 
.  the  first  time  in.  the  history  of  Parliament,  that  ministers 
were  called  upon  to  assign  a  reason  why  they  advised  the 
recall  of  one  individual,  or  the  appointment  of  another.    It 
•was  strictly  parliamentary  when  the  general  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters was  such  as  Parliament  disapproved  of,  to  address 
his  Majesty  for  their  removal ;  but  it  was  quite  unusual  to 
Call. upon  ministers  for  their  reasons  for  evtiry  separate  ap- 
pointment which  they  had  advised.    During  the  twenty- 
two  years  which  had  elapsed  since  the  passing  of  the  act, 
the  noble  lord  certainly  could  adduce  no  precedent  of  a  sK 
milar  correspondence  being  laid  before  Parliament.     If  the 
House  would  call  to  their  recollection  all  that  had  passed 
•  during  those  twenty-two  years,  they  might  be  surprised 

that 
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that  the  charge  of  grasping  at  Indian  patronage  should7 
have  come  from  that  noble  lord.    For  his  own  part)  he  al- 
ways wished  that  those  who  were  accused  should  be  tried 
by  the  law  itself  and  not  by  any  fanciful  interpretations 
and  constructions  that  could  be  put  upon  it  by  other  people. 
In  this  instance  he  stood  upon  the  law,  and  called  upon 
their  lordships  to  look  at  the  law  as  it  now  stood.     If  the 
law  in  stating  one  thing  meant  another,  the  country  would 
have  a  right  to  coraplain  of  that  legislature  that  Mould 
enact  /such  laws.     Those  whose  business  it  was  to  carry  the 
laws  into  execution  might  also  complain  of  the  legislature 
for  leading  them  into  error  by  fraudulent  prevarication. 
The  law,  however  (as  he  contended),  must  be  construed  by 
the  plain  meaning,  and  the  expressions  that  were  found  in 
it.    The  noble  lord  himself  must  admit,  that  the  law  gave 
a  power  of  recall,  and  he  could  hardly  deny  that  wherever 
there  was  a  right  there  was  also  a  duty.    If  at  a  future  time 
ministers  should  be  arraigned  before  that  House  for  a  neglect 
of  their  duty,  it  would  be  a  very  weak  defence  to  say,  that 
the  reason  they  negleeted  their  duty  was  because  they  had 
taken  the  noble  .lord's  construction  of  a  very  plain  law, 
and  had  misunderstood  the  obvious  meaning  of  it.    He 
had  bean,  appealed  to  personally,  as  to  his  recollection  of 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  in  passing  the  act;  h« 
should  therefore  declare  most  solemnly,  that  it  was  as 
qlearly  in  his  recollection  as  if  the  transaction  was  but  of 
yesterday,  that  it  was  certainly  intended  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  should  have  the  power  of  recall  at  their  own  dis- 
cretion. .  He  recollected  even  the  arguments  which  were 
urged  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  of  1784>  and  he  recol- 
lected that  those. who  opposed  it,  took  precisely  the  grounds 
that  the  noble  lord  now  rested  upon,  and  said,  that  .the 
power  of  recall  might  virtually  give  ministers  the  patronage 
of  India.    It  was  answered  then,  as  it  might  be  answered 
now,  that  it  never  could  be  contended,  that  because  the 
Crown  has  the  power  of  negativing  an  act  of  Parliament, . 
that  therefore  it  could  direct  the  legislature ;  and  by  a  pa* 
rityof  reasoning,  although  it  might  with  respect  to  India, 
hAve  the  power-  of  negativing  an  appointment,  k  did  not 
follow  that  the  whole  of  the  appointments  must  necessarily 
foil  u*der  the  controul  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.    If  the 
9oUe  viaceunt  could  shew  that  this  power  bad  been  exer* 
cised  mejely  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  appointment 
of  a  person  whom  tpey  wished  to  appoint,  it  would  cer* 

*P»  ~    tainly 
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ta  inly  be  a  viftl&tion  of  the  latr.  The  noble  ford  must;,  how-' 
ever,  recollect,  that  from  the  parsing  of  the  act  iit  I784>  to 
the  year  1801,  there  had  not  been  a  single  governor-general 
appointed  either  to  Bengal  or  Madras,'  that  had  not  been 
recommended  by  himself  to  the  directors.  If  therefore  the 
same  system  of  recommendation  should  havebeeri  continued 
from  the  year  1801  to  the  present  time,  it  would  Hppea*  that 
the  noble  lord  should  be  the  last  to  shew  any  surprise  upon 
the  subject. .  The  noble  lord  had  undertaken  to  prophesy, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  exalted  character  of  the  person 
whom  his  Majesty's  ministers  should  think  proper  to  re- 
commend, however  disposed  the  directors  might  be  to  ac- 
quiesce in  his  choice,  still  ibe  servants  of  the  company 
would  be  so  disgusted  as  to  make  his  situation  paiftfal  and 
disagreeable.  His  Majesty's  ministers  had  recommended 
two  noblemen  of  the  highest  rank  and  talents  for  the  go- 
vernment (Lords  Lauderdale  and  Minto).  He  hoped  the 
circumstances  of  their  rank  and  talents  would  not  be  ^rged 
*s  an  objection  to  either  of  them ;  but  when  he  beard  the 
noble  viscount  talk  of  the  prejudice  of  sending  men  of  rank 
to  India  in  the  situation  or  gjvernors-general,  he  could  not 
forbear  asking,  if  the  affairs  of  India  did  not  go  on  well 
when  Lords  Cornwallis,  Wellestey,  Powis,  Sir  Archibald 
.Hamilton  j  and  many  other  persons  of  consequence,  none  of 
whom  were  servants  of  the  company,  were  employed  in  the 

Sovenimertt  ?  He  believed  there  had  been  many  person*  of 
istinguisbed  merit  in  India,  whp  had  not  been  recommend- 
ed by  the  noble  viscount,  and  who  could  not  claim  the  ho* 
Hour  or  the  recommendation  of  being  his  personal  nehtioru 
If  the  correspondence  that  was  now  moved,  for  should  be 
granted,  it  would  destroy  all  the  confidence  and  harmony 
wbidh  ought  to  subsist  between  the  board  of  control  and 
the  court  of  directors.    The  fete  administration  had  ap- 
pointed Sir  George  Barlow  as' successor  of  Marquis  Welles- 
fqy,  and  almost  immediately  superceded  him  for  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  who  was  a  man  of  that  high  rank'  that  the  noble 
viscount  how  appeared  to  think  ought  not  to  be  employed. 
Lord  Cornwallis,  however,  although  he  possessed  «verj 
other  quality,  wanted  the  essential  qualities  of  youth  and 
health.  It  was  generally  supposed  in  London  that  be  never 
could  bear  the  voyage  to  India,  or  that  if  be  did  arrive 
there,  be  would  survive  it  but  a  very  short  time :  although 
that  was  the  prevailing  opinion,  yet  the  mmistmat  that 
ikne  tfere  so  remiss  upon  the  subject,  that  they  made  no 

provision 
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'provision  for  the  event  which  had  happened,  and  what 
.  might  have  been  expected  to  happen.  It  was  from  this 
criminal  neglect  in  the  preceding  administration  that  fits 
'  Majesty's  present  ministers  were  informed*  only  twenty-four 
hours  odor  kissing  hit  Majesty's  hand  on  their  appointmcntT 
that  Marquis  Coruwallis  was  dead,  and  that  by  neglect  of 
their  predecessors,  no  governor-general  existed  in  India. 
It  could  not  be  expected  of  the  present  administration  that 
jIl  the  6rst  twenty-fours  after  they  Were  in  office,  they  could 
find  a  proper  succesior  for  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  obtain  the 
resent  of  the  court  of  directors*  Neither  could  it  be  ex- 
pected that  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  they  were  to  be 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  talents  of  Sir  George  Barlow, 
or  hks  fitness  for  the  situation  of  governor-general.  Their 
find  idea  was  to  gire  him  the  fuH  powers  of  govcrjaor-ge- 
neral,  in  order  to  complete  the  negotiations  he  had  then  n* 
hand.  They  therefore  recommended,  it  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors to  give  hioi  the  necessary  powers,  but  they  never 
thought  of  this  apjxnutment  as  being  any  thing  more  than 
a  mere  temporary  appointment.  It  appeared,  .however, 
that  what  the  noble  lord  called  ten  days,  or  ten  little  days, 
was  in  feet  a  period  of  near  three  months*  He  certainly 
€ould  have  no  personal  prejudice  against  Sir  George  Bar- 
low :  that  honours  ble  baronet  had  anxiously  and  zealously 
cooperated  in  thd  measures  of  Lord  Wellesley,  whose  go- 
vernment was,  in  :his  opinion,  the  most  splendid  and  glo- 
rious administration  which  India  ever  knew.  Heliadsuch 
a  high  opinion  of  the  splendid  abilities,  the  unshaken  in* 
tegritv,and  the  ardour. of  mind  in  the  public  service,  which 
was  always  manifi.*sted  by  Lord  Wellesley,  that  it  would  be 
to  him  a  great  Recommendation  of  Sir  George  Barlow  to 
say.  that  he  cob  perated  zealously  in  the  measures  and  in 
the  system  of  Marquis  Wellesley,  whose  cooduct  he  so 
much  admired.  As  his  conduct  was  however  now  under 
discussion*  he  dii  1  not  wish  to  add  more  upon  the  subject- 
The  court  of  directors  had  formed  one  opinion,  he  had 
formed  another  diametrically  opposite.  He  should  not 
dispute  with  thorn  the  exercise  .of  their  judgment,  and  he 
hoped  no  one  Uould  refuse  htm  the  exercise  of  his  own  : 
time  would  she*/  whose  opinion  on  this  subject  was  the 
justest.  As  to  the  production  of  the  correspondence  moved 
for,  he  trusted  the  House  would  see  that  it  was  highly  im- 
proper* Althpu(?h,  to  follow  the  analogy  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, tiie  Lards  and  the  Commons  were  a  mutual  check 
.   i  5  to 
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to  each  other,  yet  it  was  found  that  they  always  drew  -well 
for  the  public  interest.  He  trusted  th  at  it  would  be  the 
kame  way  between  the  board  of  control  ll  and  the  board  of 
directors.  If  the  private  reasons'  and  personal  objections 
which  macle  ministers  refuse  the  appoi  ntraent  of  any  indi- 
vidual were  to  be  made  a  matter  of  public  discussion,  no 
persons  would  be  found  to  take  the  sit  nation  of  ministers* 
There  might  be  many  reasons  why,  witbout  any  crime  being 
imputable  to  an  individual,  ministers  miff ht  suppose  hint 
tanfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  interests  of  millions.  If,  Jiow* 
ever,  in  every  individual  case,  ministers  were  obliged  to  tell - 
each  individual  to  his  face  the  personal  objections  they  ha4 
to  him,  or  if  (which  would  come  to  the  same  tiling)  their 
correspondence  upon  this  subject  was  to  be  laid  before  Par- 
liament, the  situation  of  ministers  would  be  intolerable  to 
any  one  who  possessed  the  common  feelii  »gs  of  a  man.  On 
these  grounds  he  must  object  to  the  prod  uction  of  the  cor*, 
respondence  tnbved  for.  '  , 

Lord  Hawkcsbury  said,  that  if  any  put  >lic  inconvenience 
were  stated  as  likely  to  result  from  the  |  >roduction  of  the 
correspondence  moved  for,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  reason 
for  negativing  the  production.  If,  on  the  cc  mtrary , no  public 
inconvenience  were  stated,  and  an  v  ad  van  tage  to  the  public* 
were  likely  to  result  from  the  production,  he  did  hot  think 
those  motivds  of  private  feeling  entitled  to  so  much  weight. 
He  agreed  that  the  person  who  brought  foi  ward  any  motion 
for  papers,  was  obliged  to  make  out  a  prti  na  facie  case,  at 
least,  to  support  his  motion.  Such  a  case  appeared  to.bira 
to  have  been  made  out  in  the  present  insta  nee.  There  was 
upon  the  face  of  the  transaction  some  grail  nd  of  blame,  un* 
less  ministers  could  shew  that  they  had  good  reason  for 
advising  the  recall  of  Sir  George  Barlow.  As  to  the  act  of 
Parliament,  he  did  not  see  that  there  could!  be  much  differ- 
ence  of  opinion.  There  was  no  doubt  that*  the  act  gaye  mi- 
nisters the  power  of  recalling  a  governor-  general,  and  the 
only  question  was,  whether  they  had  not  made  a  wanton 
ana  capricious  use  of  their  power.  He  was  perfectly  ready 
to  admit,  that  by  the  bill  there  was  a  disc  retionary  power 
vested  in  the  government.  The  question  w,ras  not  as  to  the 
right,  but  Whether  it  has  been  soundly  or  unsoundly  exer- 
cised. It  would  be  proper  to  enquire  a  litt  le  into  the  state 
of  India.  Upon  the  decease  of  Marquis  Cornwallis,  the 
government  devolved  upon  Sir  George  Ba  rlow.  He  had 
frequent  communications  with  that  noble  ij  jrd  previous  to, 
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bis  departure  for  India,  and  considering  his  advanced  time 
of  life,  he  never  knew  a  man  more  likely  to  live^  or  against 
whose  decease  it  was  so  little  necessary  to  take  more  than 
ordinary  precaution.  Such  was  the  ppinion  of  the  friends 
Mho  had  last  seen  him  at  Portsmouth,  His  astonishment 
was  of  course  great  when  he  heard  of  his  decease,  and  con- 
sidering all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was  his  ppinion, 
that  no  person  could  have  been  more  proper  to  succeed  him , 
.than  Sir  George  Barlow.  He  would  not,  at  the  same  time, 
say  that  it  might  not  be  right,  in  the  first  insi&ricp,  to  send 
out  a  person  of  rank  in  preference  to  a  company's  servant 
Sir  George  Barlow's  being  a  company's  servant  was  neither 
for  nor  'against  his  appointment ;  but  he  would  maintain, 
-that  if  indexible  integrity,  if  the  greatest  capacity  for  and  at- 
tention to  business,  if  the  utmost  devotion  to  the;  interests  of 
.the  company  deserved  that  preference,  no  one  could  be  bet- 
ter entitled  to  it  than  that  gentleman  ;  and,  what  perhaps 
would  be  of  no  little  weight,  he  had  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  noble  person  he  succeeded.  It  was  for  these  reasons 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  wiser  in  government  to  appoint 
Sir  George  fiarlow,  but  still  he  would  not  blame  them  for 
exercising  that  right.  What  was  the  situation  of  Sir  Geo, 
Barlow?  Engaged  as  he  was  in  critical  negotiations, .in- 
vested with  great  authority,  and  afterwards  recalled,  what 
impressions  might  not  the  public  receive  from  such  an  act? 
One  of  two  things  should  have  been  done.  Either  Sir  Geo. 
Barlow  should  not  have  been  appointed,  or  he  should  have 
been  continued.  He  did  not  suppose  that  an  appointment 
likely  to  be  attended  with  such  important  consequences  had 
been  made  upon  private  grounds,  but  he  wished  that  the 
noble  baron  had  condescended  to  explain  the  public  reasons  • 
forit.  It  had  been  said  there  had  been  no  instance  of  such 
a  motion  as  the  present,  but  had  there  been  an  instance  of 
such  a  proceeding  as  that  which  gave  rise  to  it  ?  His  lord- 
ship concluded  with  expressing  his  opinion,  that  under  all  ' 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  no  person  should  have  been 
appointed  to  supersede  Sir  George  Barlow  in  the  govern- 
ment of  India. 

Ixrrd  Mmto  felt  no  difficulty  in  meeting  the  noble  vis- 
count  on  the  question.  He  contended  that  no  public 
.grounds  had  been  laid,  no  reasons  of  sufficient  considera- 
tion stated,  to  make  it  necessary  for  government  to  accede 
to  the  mbtiOri.  The  government  of  India  was  as  complete 
this  moment  as  it  had  ever  been.  Whatever  British  go- 
vernment 
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▼eminent  should  exist  in  that  country,  he  was  convinced 
would  look  to  the  interests  and  the  honour  of  the  empire  ; 
and  while  it  should  act  upon  these  principles,  no  conse- 
quences, such  a*  the  noble  viscount  affected  io  deplore,  were 
to  be  apprehended.  Upon  every  change  of  a  governor- 
general,  the  government  upon  most-occasions  devolved  upon 
the  second  in  council,  who  relinquished  his  authority  as 
soon  as  his  successor  appeared,  and  never  considered  him- 
■elf  as  degraded  by  sucn  an  act.  As  to  the  warrant  for  va- 
caitng  the  appointment  of  governor-general,  it  had  not  yet 
been  forwarded  to  India.  The  act  gave  Ms  Majesty  the 
power  of  retailing' it,  and  he  took  the  responsibility  of  that 
detention  upon  himself.   %  ' 

Lord  Eldort,  in  a  few  words,  supported  the  motion,  and 
pointed  out  some  informality  in  the  form  of  the  wartant. 

The  Earl  of  Buckin*hafn$hire  maintained,  that  durihff 
the  many  years  the  noble  lord  was  at  the  head  of  India;  af- 
fairs, he  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  prefer  a  person  of 
rank  to  a  servant  of-the  company. 

JLord  Mthille  justified  himself  from  the  charge  ntadfe 
Upon  him  by  the  noble  ear!,  and  asserted  that  in  recota- 
Amending  persons  to  the  office  of  governor-general  of  India, 
he  had  always  been  influenced  in  his  choice  by  a  regard  for 
the  interests  of  the  company.  He  recommended  sometime* 
from  the  company's  servants,  sometimes  from  eminent  per-* 
tons  at  home,  according  to  his  ideas  of  their  capability  of 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  company.  Ministers  mi«ht 
refuse  him  the  papers  herenuired,  but  it  was  impossible  th* 
substance  of  the  correspondence  between  the  directors  and 
the  board  of  controul  should  always  remain  concealed  ;  it 
would  transpire  at  some  time.  He  had  his  suspicions,  afad 
if  any  thing  should  hereafter  occur  to  justify  them,  he  would 
take  an  opportunity  of  submitting  them  to  the  House.  He 
would  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  by  one  plain  question. 
For  what  purpose  was  the  warrant  for  vacating  the  appoint- 
ment of  governor-general  kept  in  the  pocket  of  a  noble  lord, 
except  to  influehce  the  directors  in  their  choice  of  a  suc- 
cessor? 

Lord  EHenborough  maintained,  that  warrants  were  not 
ordinarily  given  for  the  purpose  of  being  immediately  put 
in  execution.  He  illustrated  this  position  by  referring  to 
the  commission  under  which  he  acted  in  a  neighbouring; 
countryjdnd  to  the  appointment  of  lords-lieutenant  of  Itt»«'; 
land.  The  latter  were  often  accustomed  to  reec&vc  theifcr 
'  »  jtpp^intmeDts^' 
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Appointments,  and  to  take  the  oaths  of  office,  many  week* 
tierorp  they  acted  under  them  * 

Lqrd  Eldon  explained. 

Lord  jRedesdale  condemned,  in  Very  pointed  language, 
the  use  which  nad  been  made  6f  the  warrant,  andconcurred 
in  the  motion* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  help. considering  it  ag 
very  extraordinary,  that  a  measure  intended  to  prevent  a 
dissolution  of  the  government  in  India. should  be  made  a' 
ground  of  complaint.  The  fault,  if  any  there  tferc  exist* 
ing,  lay  in  the  act  of  Parliament,  which  vested  a  power  in 
his  Majesty  to  recall  these  governors.  As  well  may  it  be 
objected  to  bis  Majesty's  government,  that  they  should  allov* 
him,  or  any  one  filling  his  station,  to  retain  it,  after  they 
had  t}e£ennifeed  to  supersede  him  in  his  office,  as  that  they 
should  exercise  their  undoubted  right  of  sending  out,  under 
certain  circumstances,  any  one. to  supersede  the  governor* 
general  in  Indu*.  He  thought  it  would  be  more  consistent 
with  the  part  the  noble  viscount  undertook,  to  have  openly 
attacked  the  King's  prerogative,  than  to.  have  nibbled  at-  it ' 
in  the  manner  he  had  done.  The.  objection  to  the  form  of 
the  warrant  he  could  only  view  as  a  legal  conundrum,  a 
quibble,  undeserving  serious  refutation. 

Lord  Eldon  .observed  in  reply,  that  thejre  would  hav<5 
"been  no  difficult  van  framing  the  warrant  so  as  to  avoid  the* 
inconvenience  01  an  interregnum.  If  an  illegal  assumption 
of  power  was  to  "be  denominated  from  the  woolsack  ^conun- 
drum or  quibble,  he  would  feel  it  incumbent  on  himself  to 
bring  that  principle  to  some  specific  form  before  the  House. 

Lordllo&slyn  with  much  animation  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  being  put,  the  motions  made  by  the  noble' 
viscount  were  rejected  without  a  division.  "' 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  presented  a  petition  against 
the  slave  carrying  hill,  from,  the  West  India  merchants  and 
planters  residing  in,  London,  praying  to  be  heard  by  couu* 
sd.    Oxdered  to  lie  on  the  table.:    Adjourned. 
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TUESDAY,  JULY  8.  . 

Gordon1!  divorce  bill  was  committed..  Witnesses*  were. 
examined,  and  the  report  received  without  amendment. 

Sir  Jolup  Sinclair  brought,  up  a  bill  fo;  making  a  harbour 
at  Wicks  'in  Caithness*;  a  bill  for  building  new  treasury, 
chambers  in  Edinburgh;  a  bill  for  building  a  lunatic  asv* 

Vo*.  III.  1805-6,  3q  lum 
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turn  there ;  and  a  bill  for  making  and  repairing  canals, 
&c.  &c.  in  Scotland,  the  expcnces  of  all  which  were  to  be 
discharged  .out, of  the  balances  of  the  forfeited  estates  in 
Scotland.  Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se* 
cond  time  the  next  day. 

The  Westminster  hall  bill  and  the  postage  bill  were  read 
It  third  time  and  passed. 

The  malt  act  amendment  bill  was  brought  in,  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next 
day. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  brought  up  the  stage  coach  acts  amend- 
ment bill,  read  a. first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Thursday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  relative  to  the 
vote  of  credit  of  2,400,000/.  was  brougnt  ujS.  Also  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  meanjs  relative  to  the 
S\  millions  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund, 
was  brought  up,  the  resolutions  agreed  to,  *nd  bills  or- 
dered accordingly. 

.    The  lottery  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  American  timber 
acts  was  brought  .up.    Resolutions  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  announced  their  assent  to  ih*~ 
London  port  improvement  bill  and  others. 
1  The  insolvent  debtors  bill  was  committed.  In  the  com- 
mittee  Mr.  Ker  proposed  that  those  persons  wlio  removed 
themselves  by  habeas  corpus  from  one  gaol  to  another 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  act;  and  also,  that  where 
it  was  provided  that  the  provisions  should  not  extend  to 
persons  retaining  50/.  worth  of  goods  liable  to  be  distrained 
for  rent,  the  sum  instead  of  50/,  sboyld  be  SO/.  Thes4 
amendments  were  agreed  to.  He  then  proposed  that  .the 
debtors  should  be  obliged  to  give  notice  to  their  several  cre- 
ditor* of  their  intention  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act. 
This  was  rejected.  Tffe  bill  then  passed  the  committee. 
Report  the  next  day.  -     - 

Mr.  Bankes  rtyrttfcl  from  the  committcfe  to  prepare  an 

answer  to  the  Lords  on.  the  subiept  of  the  examination  of 

Peers  before,  the  Commons.     The  report  was>  that  the 

6ommons  wfrtjdww!  anxious  to  preserve  the  privileges  of 

a  both  Houses,  Tint  that  the  power  of  calling  lor  and  cn- 

"  forcing;  the  attendance  of  noblemen,  not  peers  of  Pkrtia- 

ifk-nf i  was  cerWinly  vested  in .  the  House  df  Comflidfts ; 

that  flic  precedent  had  been  -estah&hed  in  tha  c*sc  of 

>       *  -    :fc<jrd 
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IxhtI  Balcarras ;  that  Lord  Teignmouth  wns  not  a  Peer  of 
parliament,  and  was  therefore  liablf  to  be  called  upon;, 
and  that  unless  this  privilege  was  insisted  upon*  the  Com- 
mons would  be  materially  obstructed  in  one  of  the  most 
important  of  their  functions.  This  report  was  ordered  to 
Tbe further  considered  (he  next  day. 

The  Master,  of  the  Rolls  brought  up  the  chancery  soli* 
cltors'  fees  regulation  bill.  Head  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  seconcj  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  masters  in 
chancery  salary  bill, 

Mr.  William  Smith  adverted  to  the  fund  out  of  which 
those  salaries  were  paid,  which  was  that  of  the  suitors  in 
chancery,  which,  perhaps,  might  be  employed  also  for 
other  public  purposes.  The  allowance  to  masters  in  chan- 
cery was  certainly  very  liberal. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  acknowledged  this,  and  said, 
that  they  certainly  ought  to  have  more  than  was  allowed 
them  in  1765. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt  Jones  would  not  oppose  the  bill,  but  as 
the  sum  alluded  to,  out  of  which  such  salaries  were  paid, 
was  very  large,  hef  thought  th'at  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom  it  belonged  should  be  published,  on  the  principle 
of  the  unclaimed  dividends. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  the  next  day. 

The  accountant-general's  clerks*  allowance  bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  Greenwich  hospital  bill  and  the  Greenwich  chest 
\>iH.  were  read  a  third  time,  and  after  clauses  had  beep 
added  for  allowing  to  the  hospital  and  chest  a  per  rentage 
on  the  droits  of  the  admiralty,  by  way  of  riders,  the  bills 
were  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robson,  the  memorial  of  Mr, 
John  Prit chard,  presented  to  the  commissioners  of  military 
inquiry,  and  laid  before  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Fellowes,  with  a  view  to  have  a  watchful  eye  oa 
.the  residence  of  the  clergy,  moved,  that  copies  of  the  re- 
turns of  the  bishops  on  that  subject  should  be  prepared, 
with  a  view  to  their  being  presented  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion.   Ordered. 

GRANTS  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

III.  flobhouse  brough  np  the  resolutions  of  the  commit* 
r  3Q2  t& 
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tee  of  supply,  granting  an  addition  of  income  to  various 
branches  of  the  royal  family ;  together'  with  sijms  foj 
Other  purposes  formerly  stated. 

The  resolutions  being  read. 
*  Mr.  Ridley  Colbornt  rose  to  make  a  few  observation  op 
the  nature  or  the  grants  which  the  resolutions  contained. 
He  thought  the  House  should  pause  before  they  vote$ 
away  such  large  sums  of  the  public  money  at  a  period  of 
such  peculiar  difficulty.  Some  of  the  royal  dukes  were  al- 
ready in  possession  of  regiments,  and  emoluments  arising 
from  various  offices,  and  therefore  there  was  the  less  occa- 
sion for  this  addition  to  their  income.  He  did  not  allude 
to  all  the  grants ;  some  of  them  might  be  very  proper,  and 
that  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester  he 
considered  as  too  small ;  but  he  thought  the  emoluments 
which  different  branches  of  the  royal  family  derived  from 
offices  which  they  held,  should  be  U&en  info  account. 

LordH.  Petty  said,  that  though  he  gave  the  honourr 
qble  gentleman  full  credit  for  his  feelings  of  economy,  yet 
lie  trusted,  from  what  he  had  stated  pn  a  former  nteht,  that 
the  House  would  not  consider  the  present  as  a  lavish  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money,  at  a  period  which  called  for 
4hb  strictest  Economy;  and  mentioned,  with  regard  to. 
JWQ  rpyal  persons,  that  certain  tables  and  other  allowances 
had  been  lately  suppressed,  which  had  cost  the  public 
yearly  as  much  as  their  additional  allowances  would  do* 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose,  a  bill  was  ordered  tp 
pe  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  resolutions^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham  leave  was  granted  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  rapk  of  officers  of  yeo- 
manry and  volunteer  corps. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bankrupt 
laws  amendment  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
$me  tlje  next  day. 

AMERICAN  INTERCOURSE  BII,L, 

Lord  Temple  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
third  reading  qf  the  American  intercourse  bill. 

Sir  Charles  Price  said,  that  though  he  did  nqt  expect  to 
make  much  impression  upon  ministers,  he  jet  thought  it 
necessary  to  take  this  last  opportunity  of  re-stating  his  oh-  ' 
jections  to  the  bill.  He  regretted  much  the  thin  attend- 
ance in  the  House,  when  a  subject  of  such  great  import* 
aace  was_  discussed,  and  thought  it  unbecoming  tp  pu*i}  oi* 
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,  the  bill  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  and  in  so  thin  a 
House.  From  all  his  communications  with  West  India 
merchants  and  planters,  and  those  engaged  in  the  trade 
with  Canada,  and  also  with  the  ship-owners  of  this  coun* 
try,  he  thought  the  present  bill  hostile  to  the  interests  of 
our  commerce.  He  had  bee.i  informed  by  American  mer* 
chants  that  not  less  than  one-third,  and  even  one-half  of 
the  sailors  navigating  American  ships,  were  British-bom % 
subjects.  The  present,  therefore,  was  not  the  time  tod  is* 
courage  our  shipping  and  navigation  interests, and  to  drive 
still  more  of  our  seamen  into  the  American  service.  For 
some  time,  after  the  first  suspension  of  the  navigation  laws 
in  1793,  the  vessels  and  ship-owners  were  fully  employed 
gs  transports,  ,so  that  sufficient  encouragement  was  given 
to  the  navigation  of  the  country  *,  but  since  this  resource 
had  ceased,  the  shipping  interest  had  declined ;  and  he 
could  state  that,  in  1802,  there  were  not  less  than  100  of 
these  ships  with  a  broom  at  the  mast-head,  which  fully 
shewed  the  distressed  situation  of  the  ship-owners.  On 
these  and  various  grounds  he  moved,  that  instead  of  the 
word  *'  now,"  the  words  "  this  day  three  months"  beiq* 
serted  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  Broderick  seconded  the  amendment^  and  charade* 
rised  the  bill  as  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  impolitic. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  deprecated  the*  passing  of  a  bill  which 
went  to  suspend  the  navigation  laws  of  the  country,  in  so 
thin  a  House,  and  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session.  He 
then  took  a  general  view  of  the  arguments  for  and  against 
the  bill;  and  contended,  that  the  discretionary  power  of 
suspending  the  navigation  laws  was  best  vested  in  the  differ- 
ent West  India  governors,  the* meanest  of  whom  had  more 
local  and  trnmediflte  knowledge  than  ministers  could  pos» 
sess,  eyen  with  all  that  superior  ability  and  information  ' 
.which  they  had  ascribed  to  themselves.  The  bill,  he  ob« 
served r  had  now  hticn  two  months  before  the  House,  and 
yet*  during  all  that  period,  ministers  had  refused  a  delay 
of  four  days  for  receiving  evidence  in  the  committed  against 
the  bill.  Not  even  a  road  bill  was  denied  an  advantageof 
this  nature ;  and  yet  it  had  been  refused  in  the  case  of  a 
bill  affecting  the  most  important  interests  of  the  country, 
'It  allowed  the  exportation  of  West  India  produce  in  Ame- 
rican bottoms  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  this  country  ex- 
cepted, and  thus  effectually  discouraged  the  navigation  in* 
forests  of  this  country.    He  contended  that  a  right  ho- 
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nourable  secretary  had  been  guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of 
the  law  in  acting  up  to  the  provisions  or  the  present  bill 
while  it  was  not  in  existence,  by  suspending  the  operation 
.of  the  navigation  laws.  He  then  took  a  view  of  its  effects 
on  the  shipping  interest,  and  on  our  North  American  co- 
lonies, which  were  nearly  able  to  supply  lumber  and  pro* 
visions  toonr  West  India  islands.  The  ultimate  tendency 
of  the  bill  would  be  to  place  this  country  in  a  state  of  de« 
.pendance  on  the  States  of  America,,  with  whom  we  yrere 
not,  indeed,  in  a  state  of  war,  but  who  seemed  to  have 
forgot  every  feeling  of  amity  towards  this  country.  It 
,was  nqt,  indeed,  iikelv  that  we  should  ever  quarrel  with 
,£hcra,  if  those  principles  were  acted  upon  which  were  sup- 
fported  in  publications  coming  from  the  ministerial  presses, 
and  which  went  to  allow  them  ull  those  demands  which 
.they  claimed. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  considered  the  silence  of  the  ministers 
.on  the  present  ocqas,ion,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
/said  against  the  bill,  as  an  insult  on  the  House  and  the 
xountry.  He  declared,  however,  that  it  was  not  his  .wish 
£0  attack  men,  but  measures,  and  proceeded  to  enlarge  on 
the  importance  of  our  West  India  islands,  as  contributing 
.to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  He  then 
concluded  with  expressing  his  expectation,  that  a  debate 
,of-  so  much  importance  would  not  be  gope  through  in  the 
^ndecorous  manner  which  the  House  had  hitherto  wit- 
nessed. 

Sir  IVm.  Young  supported  the  bill,  and  contended  that 
the  different  governors  in  the  West  Indies  had  permitted 
.the  importation  of  lumber  and  provisions  without  any  ex- 
ception, while  the  right  honourable  secretary  had  made  an 
%  .exception  in  favour  of  Irish  provisions.     These  governors 
^being  surrounded  and  besieged  by  the  planters,  were  much 
jnore^ikely  to  make  concessions  unfavourable  to  the  pro- 
vision trade  of  this  country,  than  the  privy  council,  who 
.would  guard  and  protect  that  trade      lie  contended,  that 
if  the  principle  of  the  navigation  laws  were  strictly  ad- 
hered to  in  every  instance,  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the 
,eountry  could  not  be  supported-     Our  manufactures,  to 
tlie  amount  of  nine  millions,  were  almost  wholly  trans* 
/ported  to  America  in  American  bottoms.     Three-fourths 
.of.  the  sailors  employed  during  war  to  navigate  our  mer- 
chant ship* were  foreigners;  and  these  might  be  consi- 
dered a*  relaxations  of  the  severity  of  our  navigation  laws, 

which 
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which  necessity  compelled  us  to  adopt  for  a  time.  He  con-  : 
Jessed  that  it  was  too  true,  that  nearly  one-half  of  the 
sailors  navigating  American  ships  were  British  subjects, 
and  this  it  was  not  difficult  to  account  for,  when  a  certifi- 
cate of  .their  being  American  subjects  could  be  obtained  at 
five  shillings  a  head. 

SirWim  Curtis  opposed  the  bill. 

•Lord  De  Blaquiere  considered  the  present  bill  as  afford- 
ing but  a  slender  proof  of  that  extensive  understanding,  * 
and  those  distinguished  talents  which  'ministers  had  been 
supposed  to  engross.  He  would  ask  gentlemen,  arid  young 
gentlemen  in  particular,  if  this  was  a  time  to  prostrate ' 
themselves  to  America,  when  that  country  had  done  every 
thing  but  spit  in  their  faces.  "  There  appeared  in  minister* 
A  superabundance  of  ingenuity,  but'a  great  want  of  good 
sense.  He  considered  the  present  bill  as  another  display 
of  their  disposition  to  introduce  wanton  innovation  into 
the  established  syslem  of  the  country. 

Lord  Temple  said  it  was  incQrrectly  stated  that  the  strp* 
porters  of  this  bill  had  prevented  the  petitioners  from  fcte-  * 
ing  heard  by  counsel;  the  opposition  to  thid  indulgence 
was  given  by  the  other  side  6*  the  House.  Neither  was  it  • 
just  to. assume,  that  because  our  commercial  ttiarine  had 
Ween  reduced,  the  trade  of  the  country  was  diminished. 
The  increase  of  a  hostile  navy  necessarily  involved  the 
lessening  of  the  former,  but  the  augmentation  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  nation  had  kept  pace  with  the  wishes  of  every 
friend  to  the  British  nation.  It  was  confidently  assertea, 
that  our  merchants  could  supply  our  West  India  colonies 
ao  completely  as  to  render  all  extraneous  aid  useless^  He 
was  sorry  to  observe,  that  the  very  first  dispatches  from  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  gave  a  very  different  representation  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  islands.  Under  aate  of  the  6th  of  March 
last,  that  officer  wrote  to  extend  the  time  of  importation  bf 
articles  of  subsistence,  particularly  fish,  until  October. 
The  Jruth  was,  that  addresses  wer£  poured  in  from  every 
quarter,  indicative  of  the  exist  Ing  necessity,  and  he  trusted 
gentlemen  would  no  longer  deny  what  was  so  obvious  and 
palpable. 

Lord  Casttereagh — Sir,  I  cannot  permit  this  bill  to  be 
mid  a  third  time,  without  stating  the  strong  objections  I 
feel  both  to  its  principle  atid  its  provisions.  In  proportion 
as  both  havebren  discussed,  my  repugnance  to  both  has  in- 
creased. .  Indeed  it  is  impossible  to  compare  the  futility  of 
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the  professed  object,  with  a  view  to  which  this  bill  is  intro- 
duced, with  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  powers  it  confers* 
without  filing  (in  alarm,  that  it  is  really  intended  for  other 
and  more  serious  purposes  than  those  which  hare  been  an- 
nounced. 

It  is  said;  that  nothing  more  is  intended  by  its  framers* 
than  that    which   has  /hitherto  been  done  in  breach  of 
law,  and  of  the  oaths  under  which  his  Majesty  V  governors 
act,  should  hereafter  be  done  regularly,  and  in  conformity 
to  lawr    But  if  nothing  more  was  really  meant,  than  that 
tue  British  West  India  islands,  in  cases  of  an  adequate  ne- 
cessity, should  hereafter  receive  supplies  of  provisions  and 
lumber  from  America,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  even  in 
American  bottoms,  why  propose  a  law  to  enable  the  privy 
council  to  permit  the  importation  into  our  colonies,  not. 
only  of  provisions  and  lumber  from  America,  but  of  every 
description  of  produce,  even  manufactures,'  as  the  bill  was 
first  introduced,  from  every  state  in  amity  with  the  King  ? 
And  further,  wiry  permit  the  unlimited  export  in  return  of 
all  articles  of  colonial  produce  to  aify  sucn  states,  thereby. 
at  once  giving  to  the  King's  miuisters  a  power  npt  only  to 
suspend  the  navigation  laws,  but  to  abrogate  totally  our  co- 
lonial system  ? 

When  this  measure  was  before  under  consideration,  I 
endeavoured  to  expose  the  false  pretences  upon  which  it 
proceeded,  and  to  point  out  its  total  inefficiency  when 
viewed  in  its  more  limited  character,  namely,  that  of  placing 
this  qualified  intercourse  upon  a  more  regular  footing,  to 
answer  even  the  purposes  for  which  it. was  professedly  in- 
troduced, if  it  was  really  intended  that  the  governors 
abroad,  in  opening  the  ports,  should  act  not  upon  their 
own  immediate  judgment,  as  applied  upon  the  spot  to  cir- 
cumstances of  local  necessity,  but  upon  instructions  previ- 
ously obtained  from  home,  as  those  instructions  must  be  in 
their  nature  of  a  general  and  permanent  description,  and 
not  arising  out  of  any  temporary  exigency,  why  have 
not  ministers  declared  what  their  intended  system  in  respect 
to  the  islands  is  to  be,  and  applied  to  Parliament  for  the 
powers  absolutely  requisite  for  carrying-thc  same  iri to  effect, 
before  they  call  upon  us  thus  blindly  to  entrust  the  whole 
to  their  discretion  ?  But  if  the  only  instructions  that  cau, 
or  at  least  ought  to  be  given,  are  Xliose  of  his  Majesty's  late 
ministers,  viz.  directing  the  governors  to  enforce  strictly  the 
salutary  regulations  of  the  existing  laws,  except  iu  cases  of 

real 
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teal  emergency,  how  can  it  be  pretended  that  his  Majesty 
in  council  can  ever  here  judge  either  of  the  circumstances 
6r  the  time  when  such  a  pressure.exists  in  any  of  our  West 
India  islands,  as  to  render  a  temporary  relaxation  neces- 
sary I  This  bill  cannot  then  alter  either  the  nature  of  the  dis* 
cretion,  or  the  hands  in  which  its  exercise  must  practically 
test,  The  West  India  governors  must  decide  when  the 
ports  are  to  be  opened,  as  they  have  always  done,  unless 
the  King's  ministers  are  prepared  to- say  they  shall  be  con* 
fctantly  open  with  or  without  necessity  :  and  if  not,  the 
question  then  is,  whether  a  discretion  to  open  them  when 
requisite,  is  most  likely  to  be  prudently  exercised,  when  it 
is  used  under  the  impression  of  subsequent  contronl,  and" 
indemnity:  or,  under  a  previous  authority  given,  enabling 
the  governors  lawfully  to  suspend  the  navigation  laws  at 
their  will  and  pleasure,  without  being  subsequently  amen- 
able to  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  Crown,  for  their  conduct  ? 
The  effect  of  such  a  bill  can  only  be  unconstituti  nally  to 
transfer  from  Parliament,  hereafter,  to  ministers,  the  power 
of  granting  indemnity,  and  watching  over  the  conservation 
of  this  fundamental  law. 

But  if  this  measure,  in  the  limited  sense  I  have  hitherto 
considered  it,  is  not  sustainable,  or  the  motive  for  its  intro- 
duct  ion  intelligible,  it  assumes  a  much  more  sqripus  shape, 
when  viewed  in  its  true  and  more  enlarged  sense,  a9  mani- 
festing, I  fear,  a  general  relaxation  of  opinion  on  the  po- 
licy of  our  navigation  system,  and  mixed  with,  perhaps, 
a  disposition  at  the  expenccof  that  fundamental  law,  un- 
wisely to  court  and  conciliate  the  government  of  America  at 
the  present  moment. 

I  lament  the  absence  of  a  rHit  honourable  secretarr  of 
state  on  this  occasion,  not  only  from  the  cause  which  Ins 
unfortunately  occasioned  it,  but  from  the  desire  I  feel  to 
hear  him  redeem  the  pledge  he  gave  on  a  former  ni^ht, 
naipely,  tint  he  should  be  prepared  to  prove,  not  only  that 
the  measure  was  pregnant  wiih  none  of  the  bad  consequences 
imputed  to  it,  but  that  the  powers  proposed  to  be  grant- 
«*d  to  the  privy  council,  were  borne  out  by  a  variety  of  pre* 
cedents,  and  particularly  by  the  acts  "vhich  were  passed 
between  the  years  1783  and  1791,  authorizing  the  Kin?  in 
coliueil  to  regulate  the  commerce  with  America.  A  further 
sanction  w^s  quoted  for  the  bill  before  us,  by  a  learned  mem* 
ber  (*Dr.  Laurence)  from  the  Dutch  property  acts,  in  \\  e 
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last  war,  and  the  bills  enabling  the  privy  council  to  regu- 
late the  trade  with  the  Cape  of  GooJ  Hope. 

And  first j  as  to  the  two  acts  of  1795,  the  object  and  the 
provisions  of  which  were  confined  to  protecting  the  property 
of  the  lojid  subjects  of  the  United  Provinces,  viz.  allow- 
ing it  to  be  imported  inlo  this  country,  on  certain  condi- 
tions. The  principle  of  those  acts  was  extended,  in  J  796x 
to  vessels  belonging  to  any  person  in  amity  with  his  Ma* 
jesfy  ;  of  which,  however,  the  benefit  was  taken  (as  was 
foreseen  chiefly  by  ships  from  the  States  of  America  and 
the  foreign  West  Indies. 

A  slight  examination  of  the  grounds  on  which  these  acta 
were  passed,  whether  wisely  or  unwisely  is  not  now  the 
question,  will  shew  that  no  considerable  sacrifice  was  mada 
thereby  of  our  navigation  system  ;  and  that  the  colonial 
system   was   not  affected  thereby.      They  were  founded 
"altogether  on  considerations  of  temporary  commercial  po- 
licy.    The  preamble  of  the  act  of  1796  declared,  "  that 
"  under  the  special  circumstances  of  the  commerce  of 
"  Europe,  a::d  particularly   for  that  of  the"  United  Pron 
u  vinces,  it  will  l)e  for  the  hem1  lit  of  the  conunerce  of  this 
**  kingdom  to  continue  to  allow  for  a  further  time  to  boli- 
"  mited  such  ships  and  vessels  described  in  the  former  act 
«  as  may  not  choose  to  return  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
"  Provinces ;  and  also  any  other  ships  and  vessels  belong* 
u  jug  to  persons  of  any  country  in  amity  with  his  Majesty, 
<;  which  are  in  search  of  a  place  of  deposit,  to  land  their 
44  goods  under  certain  restrictions."     This  law  was  princi- 
pally intended  to  permit  a  qualified  intercourse,  during 
war,  with  the  enemy's  colonies,    which  could  only  take 
place  in  neutral  vessels.     Assuming  t\icn  the  propriety,  in 
the  then  state  of  Europe,  of  making  this  country  an  entro* 
pot  for  the  colonial  produce  of  our  enemies,  it  could  beci\ 
fected  in  no  other  manner.     It  was  necessary  to  relax  the 
letter  of  the  navigation  act  to  favour  this  intercourse,  so 
far  as  it  prohibits  import,  except  in  British  vessels,  or  in 
those  of  the  state  from  whence  the  goods  came  ;  but  therf 
was.  in  truth,  then,  no  substantial  sacrifice  of  our  shipping 
interest ;  it  was  rather  a  temporary  sacrifice  of  our  bellige- 
rent rights,  from  motives  of  commercial  convenience,  and 
our  colonial  interests  were  at  the  same  time  protected  by  the 
foreign  produce  thus  admitted  being  only  permitted  to  be 
warehoused  for  exportation. 
The~case  o£  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  as  little  in  point 
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It  stands  on  a  principle  frequently  acted  upon,  where  there 
has  been  reason  to  presume,  that  a  possession  tvwly  ac- 
quired might  materially  suffer,  if  onr  commercial  system 
Was  at  once  applied  to  it  in  its  utmost  strictness;  that  of 
giving  to  the  King  in  council  a  power  tor  a  time  ;o  regulate 
its  trade.  But  the  present  case  is  not  a  discretion  to  adopt 
our  system  tor  a  time  to  a  new  colony,  but  a  potter  to  sub- 
vert at  once  the  whole  system  with  respect  to  all  our  old  and 
established  colonies,  It  is  said,  but  why  do  you  suspect 
that  such  will  be  the  effect  of  it?  is  it  possible  to  suppose  that 
minivers  will  so  use  these  powers  ?  Or  is  there  any  reason 
fo  believe  they  will  in  fact  authorize  any  greater  infraction 
of  the  system  than  has  latterly  taken  place?  The  answer 
to  all  this  is,  if  so,  why  puss  the  bill  ?  Is  it  not  an  insult  to 
<heir  understandings  to  suppose  that  they  take  all  this  trou-» 
Me  to  accomplish  what  experience  his  shewn  the  neces* 
si<y  of  the  case  in  itself  effects,  without  such  interference? 
And  why,  if  ministers  really  mean  to  do  no  more  than 
what  has  hitherto  been  done,  do  they  come  to  Parliament 
to  ask  for  powers  to  do  that  which  never  hns  been  done, 
and  which  they  declare  thdy  do  not  mean  to  attempt  ?  And 
why  is  Parliament  to  be  called  on  to  adopt  this  new  and 
most  unconstitutional  system  of  legislation,  of  granting 
excessive  powers  to  ministers,  who  cither  ennnotor  will  not 
satisfactorily  explain  for  what  purposes  they  are  wanted, 
or  to  what  purposes  they  mean  to  apply  them  ?  Such  was 
♦he  case  in  the  Chelsea  bill,  suchr  is  to  be  the  case  in  the 
training  and  other  bills  to  which  we  are  called  upon  to  give 
our  assent.  To  such  a  course  of  proceeding  I  musf,  on 
every  principle,  object,  and  I  certainly  have  seen  nothing 
in  the  mode  in  which  his  Majesty's  present  ministers  con- 
duct public  business,  which,  either  in  point  of  efficiency 
or  discretion,  is  calculated  to  command  any  very  peculiar 
confidence. 

The  bills  which  passed  immediately  after  the  peace  of 
J7H3,  and  which  were  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable 
gocrctary  of  state,  (Mr.  Fox)  afford  as  little  countenance  to 
the  present  measure.  They  took  j  luce  immediately  on  the 
separation  of  the  American  colonies.  It  is  not  to  be  won-* 
dereil  at  tlKtttin  the  moment  of  such  a  convulsion,  and 
When  the  supreme  power  of  ovulating  all  commercial  co  :- 
£erns  rested  on  t)v%  separate  legislatures  of  the  respective 
American  states,  that  Parliament  should,  for  a  time,  entnut 
iiic  ptivy  council,  under  circumstances  so  new  and  anoma- 

3  11  i!  lous. 
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Ions,  with  the  regulation  of  our  intercourse  wkh  America, 

and  accordingly  a  bill  was  passed  to  this  effect,  but  it  wa» 
only  au  annual  act,  not  for  an  indefinite  period  like  the 
present,  and  it  was  discontinued  with  the  necessity  on  which 
it  was  founded. 

But  even  whilst  these  acts  were  in  force,  and  whilst  the 
power  to  regulate  the  trade  was  in  the  privy  council,  by 
proclamation,  the  intercourse  between  America  and  the 
West  Indies  wfts,  as  early  as  December  1783,  confined  to 
British  ships,  and  so  it  continued  titl  1788,  when  an  act 
passed  for  the  regulation  of  that  intercourse. 

It  is  material  to  compare  the  provisions  of  this  act,  viz. 
the  28  Geo  HI.  cap.  6,  with  the  bill  now  proposed  ;  the 
latter  enables  the  privy  council  to  open  the  cplonial  pots 
to  importation  of  every  description  of  produce  without  re- 
serve, from  all  states  in  amity,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  sup* 
ply  from  the  mother  country.  The  former  permitted  im- 
port from  America  alone,  and  that  was  confined  to  certain 
'  enumerated  articles,  the  principal  of  which  were  lumber, 
live  stock,  and  grain. 

The  present  bill  permits  an  unrestrained  export  of 
colonial  produce  to  neutral  states  ;  the  former  confined  it 
to  goods  not  then  prohibited  by  law  to  be  exported  to  Arne- 
.  rica,  and  to  certain  specified  articles  in  addition  ;  but  tim 
intercourse  was  in  all  cases  to  be  carried  on  by  British  sub- 
jects, and  in  British  ship*. 

So  jealous  was  the  legislature  at  that  time  of  any  infrac- 
tion of  our  navigation  system,  that  in  making  provision 
for  admitting  the  like  articles  from  the  foreign  islands  in 
the  West  Indies,  in  cases  of  peculiar  emergency  and  dis* 
tress,  the  permission  to  import  was  strictly  confined  in  like 
manner  to  British  subjects  and  British  ships,  and  the  drs- 
cjftion  to  judge  of  the  decree  of  emergency  was  specially* 
vested  in  the  governors,  with  the  advice  of  their  respective 
councils,  and  not  in  the  privy  council  at  home;  and  so 
also  with  respect  to  supplies  from  the, United  States  to  Nova 
Scotia. 

This  system  was  not  established  without  full  delibera- 
tion. In  1784  it  was  complained  of  b\  the  colonies,  artd 
their  petitions  containing  precisely  the  saigp  allegations 
which  are  now  brought  forward,  by  those  who  contend  that 
pur  islands  cannot  otherwise  be  supplied,  underwent  a  fujl 
examination  before  the  committee  of  trade,  as  they  did  a 
second   time   in    1791,  when  they  were  dismissed  upon 

4  reasons 
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reasons  staled  in  two  elaborate  reports,  as   wholly  un- 
founded. 

But  the  fallacy  of  these  remonstrances  did  not  rest  solely 
upon  the  reasoning,  however  conclusive,  stated  in  those  re- 
ports, it  was  satisfactorily  established  by  an  experience  of 
not  less  than  ten  years,  viz*  between  1783  and  1793; 
during  all  which  time  the  islands  were  never  more  abuit* 
dantly  and  cheaply  supplied  ;  under  which  prudent  sys- 
tem our  navigation  singularly  flourished.  The  British  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  islands  alone  had  encreased  in  1791 
to  935  ships,  110,900  tons,  and  6567  seamen  ;  the  num- 
ber has  since  materially  declined,  being  reduced  in  1804  to 
167  ships,  19,535  tons,  and  1860  men. 

It  probably  will  be  said  all  this  reasoning  applies  to  a 
period  of  peace,  and  proves  nothing  as  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, viz.  the  practicability  of  securing  an  abundant  sup- 
ply for  our  islands  under  similar  regulations  in  time  of  war. 
War  certainly ,  if  adequate  convoys  cannot  be  supplied, 
may  afford  to  neutrals  a  greater  comparative  facility  in 
carrying  on  this  intercourse ;  but  I  am  sure,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  naval  superiority,  it  cannot  be  alleged  that 
any  difficulty  can  arise  hi  giving  complete  protection  to 
British  ships  passing  between  the  islands  and  the  continent. 
Whatever  might  have  formerly  been  apprehended  from  the 
naval  power  of  our  enemies,  it  cannot  now  be  beyond  the 
Teach  of  our  navy  to  cover  this  important  branch  of  Bri- 
tish commerce  against  the  depredations  of  privateers,  there 
being  rarely  an  instance  of  any  of  the  enemy's  regular 
ships  of  war  venturing  to  shew  themselves  in  those  seas. 
It  is  only  on  an  assumption  that  due  protection  cannot  be- 
afforded,  or  that  if  afforded,  merchants  cannot  be  found  to 
carry  on  the  intercourse  in  British  ships,  that  any  distinc- 
tion in  the  argument  can  be  maintained  on  the  fact  of  war. 
That  the  former  cannot  now  be  an  impediment,  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  navy  wilt,  I  am  sure,  be  the  first  to 
admit ;  and  that  there  are  persons  of  the  utmost  respecta- 
bility ready  to  engage  in  this  trade',  if  they  are  only  assur- 
ed of  the  protection  of  the  existing  laws,  my  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Rose),  has  from  their  own  authority  been  en- 
abled to  assert,,  and  >^as  prepared  to  prove  if  all  enquiry 
had  not  been  refused.  I.  am  the  more  anxious  to  impress 
on  the  minds  of  the  House,  that  in  truth  the  question  stands 
at  this  present  moment,  for  the  reasons  qbove  stated,  on  the 
same  grounds  practically  as  if  we  were  at  peace,  and  that 

unless 
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unless  they  are  prepared  to  go  the  monstrous  length  which 
the   right   honourable    secretary    (Mr.  Fox),  has   done, 
namely  to  doubt  whether  the  British  colonies  can  be  sup* 
plied  even  in  time  of  peace,  not  only  without  a  relaxation 
of  the  colonial  but  of  the  navigation  systems  ;  they  woflld 
do  well  to  take  their  stand  here,  and  require  his  Majesty's 
ministers  and  the  planters,  who  may,  from  a  confined  vie* 
of  their  own  separate  interests,  be  disposed  to  press  for- 
ward this  measure,  to  make  out  which  thev  hftvfc  on  fyr- 
taet  occasions  completely  failed  to  do,  an  adequate  case  of 
necessity  for  such  a  breach  of  system,  before  iheHonsfc 
will  consent  thus  to  lay  the  foundation  of  tendering  our 
West  India  islands  dependant  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war, 
oil  America  for  their  supplies,  and  l>eforethey  will  proceed 
thus  permanently  to  divest  the  owners  of  British  shipping 
of  the  rights  loflg  assured  to  them  under  the  existing  laws. 
Btit  it  is  said,  can  any  one  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  con- 
finning  this  intercourse  at  least  in  time  of  war,  after  the  ex- 
perience we  have  had  of  its  being  practised  with  little  in- 
terruption, both  throughout  the  Inst  and   present  wirs? 
With  respect  to  the  commercial  nnd  maritime  principle* 
acted  upon  in  the  course  of  the  last  war,  however  highly 
I  respect  the  authority  of  tho*e  who  then  directed  our 
cmincils,  and  however  generally  wise  I   believe  them  to 
have  been,  I  certainly  should  deprecate  their  being  con- 
sidered of  universal  application,  or  such  as  Ou.zht  to  he* 
acted  upon  in  all  cases.     Our  commercial  as  well  as  our 
political  relations  at  that  time  underwent  a  great  convul- 
sion :  the  degree  to  which  all  the  social  relations  of  Europe 
were  then  shaken  ;  the  attempts  that  were  made  to  protect 
the  interests  of  those  who  were  attached  to  the  ancient  «ro- 
vernments  both  of  France  and  Holland,  notwithstanding 
the  hostilities  we  were  then  carrying  on  against  those  states; 
the  efforts  made  to  introduce  our  manufactures  both  info  the 
countries  with  which  we  were  nt  war,  and  aho  into  their 
colonies ;  and  the  object  we  had  in  such  a  contest  to  con- 
ciliate neutrals  by  every  possible  forbearance,  and  every  sa- 
crifice on  our  part ;  certainly  at  that  period  occasioned, and 
perhaps  justified,  great  relaxation  of  system.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if,  upon  perhaps  a  hasty  and  superficial  view 
6f  the  case,  new  indulgences  shofttd  at  that  time,  at  the  in- 
stanceof  the  planters,  bcalso  granted  to  the  colonies,  namely, 
that  of  receiving  for  the  first  I  hue  supplies  in  American 

obito;ns ;  but  we  have  abundant  grounds  to  warrant  us  in 

not 
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not  considering  the  practices  which  prevailed  in  that  war* 
bs  what  even  those  who  then  advised  them  deemed  suet 
as  ou<jht  to  be  rendered  permanent.  With  respect  to  our 
colonies,  the  correspondence  since  Mr.  Pitt's  last  return  to 

Sower  will  prove,  that  his  unremitting  endeavours  were 
irected  to  restrict  the  intercourse  between  America  and  the 
West  India  islands  within  the  narrowest  possible  limits.; 
he  had  succeeded  in  confining  the  supply  to  lumber,  and 
corn  provisions ;  and  these  only  were#  permitted  to  be 
brought  in  under  the  authority  of  special  pi oc Lunations  tot 
be  issued  from  time  io  time,  and  to  be  in  force  onlv  for  3, 
limited  period  :  but  he  had  determined  steadily  to  resist  ijj 
future  any  competition  with  the  mother  country,  ror  her 
North  American  colonies,  in  either  fish  or  salted  provisions. 
He  had  also  latterly  turned  his  attention,  after  the  decir 
$ive  successes  of  our  fleets  hid  opened  to  us  the  prospect 
pf  being  able  fully  to  protect  our  commerce  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  to  an  earlv  recurrence  to  the  principles  of  the 
28th  of  the  king,  ami  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  his  life  bad 
been  spared,  soon  have  confined  whatever  intercourse  was 
permitted  to  take  place,  to  British  subjects  and  British  ships 
as  formerly  ;  a  regulation  not  more  called  for  in  deference 
to  the  shipping  interest  of  Great  Britain,  than  required  to 
put  an  end  to  that  system  of  smuggling  into  our  colouicp 
■which  now  prevails  to  an  enormous  extent,, particularly  of 
East  India  goods,  and  which  must  continue  to  prevail  so 
long  as  American  ships  are  permitted  to  frequent  our 
islands. 

.  That  the  practice  of  the  last  war  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  conclusive  in  all  cases,  may  be  further  proved  from  the 
modifications  which  the  orders  in  council  of  that  period 
underwent  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  rela- 
tive to  neutrals  trading  to  the  enemy's  colonies.  1  am  the 
more  inclined  to  advert  to  this  point  from  the  conviction  I 
feel,  that  the  orders  in  question  yet  require  to  be  xefy  corv 
eiderably  further  modified  and  restricted.  The  extent  to 
which  our  belligerent  rights  are  now  systematically  invad- 
ed, the  facility  afforded  to  the  enemy  by  abusiug  cur  lib$- 
jrality  towards  neutral  powers,  to  cover  liis  own  commerce* 
and  to  turn  his  whole  maritime  strength  against  us  in  war, 
and  the  cruel  situation  in  which  those  employed  iu  the  na- 
val service  of  the  country  are  |  laced,  uhen,  by  the  artful 
and  unprincipled  practices  of  neutralizing  merchants,  they 
*re  uoJl  only  deprived  of  almost  all  prospect  of  prize,  but 

exposed 
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exposed  to  be  ruined  by  litigation  if  they  venture  to  detain 
the  ships  engaged  in  this  illicit  tra flic,  makes  me  peed- 
liarly  anxious  to  protest  against  any  conclusive  inference 
.being  drawn  in  favour  of  this  or  any  other  system,  merely 
from  its  having  generally  prevailed  throughout  the  period 
of  the  last  war;  and  I  urge  this  consideration  with  the 
more  anxiety  on  the  present  occasion,  from  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  understood  America  is  disposed  at  this  moment 
to  push  her  claims  on  this  score,  in  opposition  to  the  un- 
doubted maritime  rights  of  this  country.  From  the  harsh 
and  unconciliating  manner  in  which  she  apparently  has  en- 
deavoured to  support  those  claims,  and  from  the  knowledge 
we  have,  that  this  vital  question  is  on  the  point  of  being 
discussed  by  his  Rf  ajesty  s  ministers  with  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  than  which  certainly  a  more  impor- 
tant discussion  never  devolved  upon  any  government,  we 
are  to  hope  they  will  conduct  it  with  all  the  temper  and 
friendship,  which  is  due  to  a  state  with  whose  prosperity 
our  true  interests  arc  so  inseparably  united ;  but  with  that 
resolution  and  inflexible  firmness,  with  which  it  is  their 
duty  to  defend  rights,  the  maintenance  of  which  is  indis* 
pensable  to  our  preservation  as  a  maritime  state,  whilst 
America  in  pressing  their  abandonment,  can  only  plead  a 
commercial  interest  of  a  very  subordinate  kind,  unsupport- 
ed by  any  colour  of  justice  whatever. 

If  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  this  bill  cannot  then 
be  made  out  when  its  application  is  reasoned  on  in  its  more 
limited  sense,  and  if  its  enactment  in  the  more  enlarged 
meaning  which  the  wording  of  thebilljustifiesusin  apply- 
ing to  it,  cannot  be  reconciled.with  any  sound  view  which 
can  be  taken  either  of  former  regulations  or  our  general 
interests,  I  wish  to  v  arn  the  House  of  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  those  principles,  which  this  measure  in  its 
most  Qomprehensivc  character  goes  to  shake.  I  am  lted  the 
rather  to  do  so,  as  1  have  understood  that  language  has 
been  held  with  respect  to  our  navigation  laws,  by  persons 
of  great  authority  in  another  place,  which  fills  me  with 
considerable  alarm.  I  have  heard  they  have  been  spokcrt 
of  as  laws  rather  suited  to  the  former  situation,  than  to 
the  present  circumstances  of.  this  country,  and  I  cannot 
but  forebode  from  such  sentiments,  explained  by  such  bills, 
and  illustrated  by  such  practical  opinions  as  have  been 
stated  by  a  secretary  of  state  in  this  House,  that  if  there 
exists  not  in  the  prebent  government  a  deliberate  purpose  to 

violate, 
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violate,  there  at  least  exists  a  great  indifference  to, uphold 
.the  .fundamental  principles  upon  w hick  those  ancient  laws 
were  founded.  «  >  .    ,    T 

I  knpw  it  has  been  the  fashion  in  modern  times  to  deny 
its  restrictions  upon  commerce.  T^he  economists  laugh-  at 
the  notion  of  compelling  your  commerce,  jto  be  carried  in 
Aative  shippings  if  it  can  be  carried  by  the  shipping  of 
other  states  on  belter  terms.  Bat  those  who  have  attentively 
Studied  the  rise  of  this  nation  into  greatness  and  security, 
will  not  hesitate  to  attribute  it,  under  Providence,  to  its 
£&tfly  and  provident  determination  to  carry  forwaitl  its 
means  of  strength  and  power,  with  all  those  circumstances 
of  wealth  and  splendour  which  must  ever  have  the  effect 
<>f  exciting  jealousy  and  creating  enemies.  It  has  \)mp. 
ihe  policy  of  those  laws  to  require  our  commerce  and  our 
marine  to  grow  up  together. .  This  principle  of  whole- 
some restraint  has  caused  them  to  rise  and  flourish  together, 
and  they  have  alternately  as  cause  and  effect,  perhaps,  aq- 
^elerated  each  other's  progress.  To  say  that  no  circum- 
stances can  ever  justify  a  partial  and  temporary  relaxation 
of  those  law*  would  be  absurd ;  but  in  proportion  as  the 
growth  of  any  marked  disproportion  between  the  trade  and 
the  shipping  of  the  country  must  render  an  adherence  t9 
them  difficult,  and  perhaps  a  a  recurrence  to  thenumpos* 
sible  if  once  fallen  into  disuse,  I  do  consider  it  of  the  first 
importance  to  watch  with  the  utmost  jealousy,  and  tomarfc 
with  the  strongest  disapprobation,  any  thing  .which  seems 
to  bear  so  much  the  appearance  of  au  unnecessary,  preci- 
pitate, wantou,  and  apparently  systematic  infringement 
of  those  laws  as  the  present  measure  does.* 

The  House  will  recollect  the, efforts  made  by  the  French 
government  at  several  periods  of  its  history  during  the  mo- 
narchy) to  incorporate  the  principle  of  our  navigation 
laws  into  .their  system*  The  ministers  of  France  perceive^ 
to  what  cause  the  naval  greatness  of  JBri tain*  was  in  fact  as- 
signable; they  wished  to  imitate  it,  \?ut  happily  they  had 
postponed  the  attempt  too  long*  Their  commerce  bad 
long  taken  the  start  of  th$ir  shipping;  they' could ^no 
longer  make  their  trade  the  instrument  of  forcing  .for^ifd 
their  commercial  marine  without  nearly  extinguishing  ihf 
trade  itself;  and  they  were  obliged,  after  {several  frtfitl^ss 
efforts,  wholly  to  abandon  the  attempt...  Yhis  qughirto 
make  us  cautious  how  we  trifle  with  this  important ^ysteii^ 
for  .purposes  of  small  and  speculative* comraeroe.  If,tas 
.  V?JU  JI{.  18Q5-6.  3  S  there 
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there  is  but  too  mnch  reason  to  apprehend,  these  is  some 
tendency  at  present  in  the  shipping  of  the  country  to  ad- 
vanceless  rapidly  than  our  trade ;  let  us  avoid  aggravating 
this  evil.  The  necessity  for  relaxation  of  the  law  on  toe 
score  of  commercial  convenience  must,  if  this  defect  in 
our  system  continues,  be  increased,  whilst  the  danger  of 
yielding  them  will  be  augmented  also.    Our  trade  under* 
moderate  restraint  may,  and  will  speedily,  relieve  itself  by 
forcing  capital  into  the  means  of  its  own  accommodation  j* 
but  if  the  want  of  shipping  is  once  suffered  to  prevail  be- 
yond a  certain  extent,  the  demand  can  no  longer  without 
great  national  loss  await  the  supply.     The  barrier  will 
•  then  be  thrown  down  which  now  protects  our  commercial 
marine,  and  from  that  moment  America  and  other  .coun- 
tries that  can  build  and  equip  cheaper  than  we  do,  will 
possess  themselves  largely  of  our  carrying  trade ;  ship- 
building in  this  country  will  cease  to  be  a  profitable  appli- 
cation of  capital ;  our  seamen  will  decline  in  number ;  and 
many  even  of  those  we  have  will  pass,  particularly  ia 
war,  into  the  service  of  America. 

I  know  doubts  have  been  entertained  whether  our  ship* 
ping  can  be  equal  in  time  of  war,  when  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  our  seamen  are  withdrawn  from  the  merchants1 
fend  employed  in  the  King's  service,  to  accommodate  us  in 
peace ;  the  trade  of  the  country,  I  am  inclined  to  think* 
considering  the  proportion  of  landsmen  in  the  navy,  and 
the  powers  of  re- production  we  possess,  whilst  the  demand 
for  seamen  is  kept  up,  that  little  difficulty  will  occur  in 
this  respect;  but  I  am  persuaded  our  means  must  always 
be  abundant,  for  at  least  supplying  our  own  colonial  trade 
in  all  its  branches,  into  which  no  foreign  ships  ought  to  be 
admitted,  no  more  than  into  our.  coasting  trade,  or  trans-. 
fort  service.     Whatever  temporary  deficiency  there  may 
exist  of  British  shipping,  it  will  adjust  itself  in  the  in- 
creased share  of  the  carrying  trade  other  nations  will  for 
the  time  enjoy  in  our  intercourse  with  them  respectively, 
as  authorised  by  the  navigation  act  itself.    But  so  far  from 
Encouraging  imaginary  cases  of  exigency,  we  ought  to  re- 
collect that  some  degree  of  pressure  is  the  first  and-  most 
active  principle  of  encouragement  to  the  augmentation  of 
our  ships  and  seamen,  upon  whose  concurrent  growth  with 
our  general  trade  must  ultimately  depend  the  station  we 
are  to  occupy  in  the  scale  of  nations. 
I  cannot  omit  also  observing  that  the  continuance *f  this 
-  4  *    -      system 
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system  of  taking  oar  supplies  from  America  without  afford* 
iug  to  the  produce  of  our  North  American  colonies  the 
protection  even  of  duties,  must  not  only  operate  to  repress 
their  growth  and  improvement,  but  must  rapidly  tend-fo 
make  our  West  India  islands  permanently  dependant  for 
these  important  articles  on  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  absence  of  all  discriminating  duties,  such 
as  oar  commercial  policy  has  always  led  to  the  adoption  of 
at  home,  between  British 'and  foreign  produce,  the  local' 
situation  of  the  United  States  must  give  the  Americans 
great  advantages  in  the  market  of  the  Wfst  Indies  over  our 
more  northern  fellow-subjects,  and  we  accordingly  find, 
whilst  the  British  American  provinces  were  rapidly  ad- 
vancing to  a  state  that  would  have  enabled  them  to  supply 
our  islands  with  most  of  the  articles  of  which  they  stand 
In  need,  yet,  from  want  of  due  encouragement,,  the  quantity 
actually  imported  from  thence  since  1T9S  has  latterly  di- 
minished not  less  than  two-thirds. 

Sixth  is  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  measure  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  pass  wiihout  enquiry,  in  this  most 
'exceptionable  shape.  It  goes  materially  to  affect  the  inter* 
ests  of  the  ship-owners  throughout  the  empire,  of  the  Bri- 
tish continental  colonists,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  empire — of 
•Ireland,  as  latgety  dependant  on  the  provision  trade — of 
various  classes  of  British  manufacturers,  and  of  the  East 
'India  company,  all  of  whom  begin  seriously  to  feel  the  de- 
structive effects  of  t lie  smuggling  competition  which  grows 
-out  of  this  intercourse,  as  against  them  in  the  West  India 
*  islands.  Yet  although  the  utmost  alarm  has  been  expressed 
by  the  parties  interested,  and  they  have  come  forward  to 
the  House  With  petitions  desiring  to  be  heard,  and  pre- 
pared to  disprove  the  main  facts  upon  which  the  expediency 
of  the  bill  has  been  maintained,  they  have  been  refused, 
contrary  to  all  precedent,  even  a  committee  above  stairs ; 
though  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Rose)  pledged 
himself  that  four  days  would  suffice  for  bringing  forward 
all  the  material  information,  and  that  the  progress  of  the 
bill  need  not  be  thereby  delayed.    The  petitioners  undfer 
these  circumstances  thought  it  in  vain  tp  appear  hy  coun- 
sel at  the  bar,  if  they  were  denied  the  opportunity  pf  pre- 
viously establishing  their  case  by  evidence;  'and  they  fyave 
now  tocomplain,in  addition  to  the  injurious  effects  of  the 
measure  itself  upon  their  fortunes,  of  a  very  different  je- 
ception  from  that  which  persons  of  their  weight  and  re- 
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spectability  have cvet.bcen  formerly  accustomed  to  receive 
from  this  House. 

I  have  little  further  to  add  to  what  I  have  already  slated. 
I  cannot,  however,  conclude  without  saying,  that  any  ob- 
jections to  the  measure  now  under  consideration  are  much 
increase^,  and  indeed  my  apprehensions  augmented,  when 
I  qdvert  not  only  to  the  time,  but  to  the  circuiustance$,i|B- 
de/r. which  it  has  been  brought  forward  :  the  propping, t» 
Pf  jrlianujnt  so  idle  and  so  nugatory  a  measure. us  Uiis  indispqt* 
abJ^v  is,  if  its  proposers  <  ruly  describe  it ,  at  a  moment  Y[I}e»w£ 
have  a  point  of  such  greatimportance  to  settle  with  Auriga? 
does  appear /^o  me,.tq  $aj  the  least  of  it,  a  great  oversight*: 
B[it  I  cannottfo$gei,  that  this  bill,  or  one  of  similar  iropp^y 
first  jnadc>  iU.^ppeaKajice  in  another.  House  of.  Parliament 
immediately  'afjjcr^thq  publication  of  an  Enqujry  mto  the 
Stytc  of  the  Nation  ;  a  pamphlet  which  it  is  understood  was 
circulated  under: the.  particular  countenance  and  protcctioa 
of  (he  noble  lord  (Lord  Holland)  who  first  brought  in  this. 
bilU    Much  oJf  the  pamphlet  in  question  is  occupied  in  con- 
sidering, the,  pending  question  villi  America,  and  in  gov111" 
selling  the  uuquUUied  surrender  to  that  country  of  every 
thing  she 'is  suppos<  d  to  have  laid  claim  to.  This,  together 
with  a  raost  desponding  estimate  of  the  power  and  resources 
of  the  country,  concluding  with  a  pretty  distinct  iutima* 
tion  that  our  only  chandfc  of   holding  even  a  secondary 
place,  in  the  scale  of  Europe,  is  one  concluding  fin  knme* 
diate  peace  with  France  on  the  best  terms  we  can,  are  the 
only  two  practical  conclusions  to  be  found  in  a  work  of  sotpe 
tajent,  which  is  principally  engrossed  in  a  general  mistate- 
ment  of  the  measures,  aiid  consequently  of  the  conduct  of 
the  former  government.  If  such  is  lobe  0*ken  sunn  any  de* 
%xec  the  standard  of  liie  noble  lord's  own  opinions,  and  if  it : 
is  in  the  spirit  of  such  doctrine,  that  he  was  induced  to  offer 
tKis  bill  to  Pcylianicnf,  those  who  differ  with  him  in  sentw 
jnent  have  ample  grounds  for  apprehension- at  the  present 
moment.     The  noble  lord  does  not  certainly  bold  a  seat  in 
his  Majesty's  councils,  but  that  is  not  suRicient  to  relieve' 
my  mind  from  theanxtety  of  observing  a  bill  of  this  nature 
proceed  from  a  person  so  high  in  conn  deuce,  entitled  ta 
great  personal  weight  and  respect,  and  whom  we  ba^e  rea-  • 
son  to  presume  entertains  sentiments  of  the  description  above 
stated.  I  wish,  if  ministers  do  not  mean  to  use  this  bill  fa? 
the  unwise  and  mischievous  purposes  to  which  ite  power* 
may  be  jipplied,.  that  they  would,  at  least  tor  the  present,  • 

calm 


'jvky&Y      American  intercourse  bill,  §01 

caSm  the  public  apprehensions,  by  relinquishing  if ,  and  su£* 
fer  matters  to  proceed  vl§  they  have  done  for  years,  without 
any  inconvenience  or  danger.     It  cannot  be  requisite  toen- 
able  them  to  administer  a  limited  and  temporary  aid  to  the 
islands.    If  it  is  mehnt  to  bef  pushed  further,  which  the  ex- 
tent of  its  provisions  justifies  us  in  apprehending,  it  is  a 
fraud  on  Parliament  thus  covertly  to  effect  it.     Without 
a  more  visible  necessity,  so  much  power  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
rendered-to  his  Majesty  *s  ministers,  nor  so  many  great  ih- 
teivits  be  alarmed  'with  respect  to  their  nearest  concerns.   I 
certainly  cannot  Jtistify  to  myself,  (venerating  as  I  have 
b«n  taught  to  do,  the  navigation  laws  of  the  country) 
unnecessarily  placing  such  vital  interests  at  the  mercy  of 
aoy  government  whatever ;   and  I  h*ast  of  all  am  disposed  - 
solo  place  thein,  at  the  present  moment,  after  the  sentiments 
that  have  been  expressed,  and  the  opinions  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed are  entertained.     I  trust  the  House  will  retain  tho«c' 
laws  under  its  own  immediate  protection,  as  the  source  of1 
our  greatness,  the  surest  preservation  of  our  power,  and  the 
best  bulwark  of  the  British  empire. 

Lord  Hertn/  Petty  said,  the  noble  lord  complained 
that  ministers  had  not  informed  the  House  of  the  nature  and 
object  of  this  bill ;  but  he  had  scarcely  proceeded  to  a  se- 
<ond  sentence  before  he  admitted  that  a  right  honourable 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox)  had  disclosed  the  grounds  and 
principles  of  that  measure.  The  truth  was,  that  his  ri^hrt 
honourable  friend  had  opened  the  subject  so  completely,  a* 
'Was  often  his  practice,  as  to  render  little  further  explanation 
necessary.  The  bill  proposal  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1783,  on  lha 
intercourse  with  America,  was  much  more  directly  opposed 
to  the  navigation  law  than  the  present,  so  that  if  this  he  ab- 
surd, novel,  and  monstrous,  it  at  least  must  Jje  much  less- 
absurd,  novel,  and  monstrous,  than  that  which  was  sup- 
ported by  that  right  honourable  gentleman.  The  fact  was, 
that  the  ship-owners  were  not  prejudiced  but  benefited  by 
this  act,  as  the  power  was  transferred  from  a  situation  ir* 
which  they  had.no  intern  t?  and  where  they  could  not  be 
heard,  to  a  place  where  tbey  were  not  only  heard  r,  ith  pa- 
tience, but  listened  to  with  pleasure.  If  the  bill  L»d  been? 
precisely  the  reverse,  the  objection  would  not  hare  teen  at 
all  surprising ;  but  in  the  present  circumstances  the  op  po- 
sition from  that  quarter  was  most  unreasonable  and  extra- 
ordinary. Then  it  was  said  the  power  should  not  be  en- 
trusted to  the  privy  council.     What  was  there  peculiar  in 


.in.-? 


\ 


SOS-  fits  PARLIAMENTARY  RCGIttfiit*  *   ftOrft 

this  case  ?  Could  the  privy  council  exercise  no  sound  dfr* 
cretion  upon  it  ?  Was  not  nearly  the  same  sort  of  pom* 
given  to  this  body  under  the  34th  of  the  King,  and  was  not 
precisely  the  same  authority  conceded  in  the  36th  of  this 
reign  ?  Whence  theti  all  this  parade  of  innovation  ?  On 
what  did  the  n&val  superiority  of  the  country  essentially 
depend  f  On  the  prosperity  of  the  West  India  islands*  This 
plan  was  most  conducive  to  their  advantage,  and  therefore 
imist  contribute  to  support  that  maritime  strength,  which 
could  not  be  too  highly  estimated,  and  could  not  be>  tOQ 
icalously  maintained.  Then  it  was  objected  that  a  secret 
would  be  discovered  by  America,  that  the  existence  of  our 
colonies  depended  on  her  aid.  It  was  no  secret  that  thefts' 
si&tance  of  America  was  useful  to  our  colonies,  after  tbirtoRti 
years  experience  afforded  to  that  continent  t  and  if  pip* 
matins  this  intercourse  could  receive  from  America' -any 
conciliatory  construction,  this  was  not  an  objection,  but  a 
motive  for  the  bill. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  rose  and  said— One  of  the  oto 
vations  of  the  noble  lord  (Petty)  who  spoke  last,  is  the  most, 
extraordinary  I  ever  knew  to  be  Used  in  a  debate,  namely* 
that  what  has  passed,  on  former  occasions,  has  tendered  unJ 
necessary  all  argument  in  support  of  this  bill,  and,  as  h# 
thinks,  has  Tendered  unavailing  all  arguments  against 'it* 
Objections  have,  indeed,  he  says,  been  urged,  which  might . 
have  bad  some  force,  but  a  satisfactory  explanation  has 
been  given  to  them,  and  these  the  noble  lord  has  left  iu>« 
touched.     In  his  very  outset,  the  noble  lord  has  IrftttH- 
toucbed  one-half  of  the  argument  urged  against  hhu,  by . 
which  be  has  left  untouched  one-half  of  his  own  bill.    All 
the  argument  against  one  whole  clause  has  entirely  escaped 
the  noble  lord's  observation,  and  he  proceeded  just  as  if  the 
provisions  of  that  clause  were  not  in  the  bill  at  all. 

Sir,  when  1  compare  the  very  limited  purpose  which  the 
bill  professes  on  the  face  of  its  preamble,  wkli  the  extensif e 
powers  which  the  bill  creates,  1  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  gues? 
at  the  object  of  its  framers.  It  would  be  an  affront  to  their 
understanding  to  say  they  had  no  object,  and  yet  to  say 
that  the  granting  such  power  to  any  government  is  proper, 
is  what  I  am  not  prepared  to  do,  and  what  1  am  sure  the 
noble  lord  has  not  enabled  me  to  do,  and  what,  therefore,  I 
cannot  consent  to  do.  Sir,  the  bill  professes,'  in  its  pream- 
ble, to  be  intended,  and  states  itself  to  be  calculated;  to 
meet  a  necessity  of  the  most  limited  kind $  and  the  aobl+ 

lotd 


JULY  8.]  AMERICAN  INTERCOURSE  BILL,  90S 

leiJd  has  said,  that  the  only  object  of  the  bill,  is,  to  do  tiat 
legally  which  has  been  for  years  found  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  be  done  in  violation  of  the  law :  such  is  stated* 
both  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and  by  the  noble  lord's 
explanation  of  it ;  but  what  does  the  bill  do  ?  By  a  force 
and  conciseness  beyond  all  example,  it  strikes  out  of  your 
statute  books,  or  reduces  to  a  dead  letter,  all  the  body  of  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  made  for  the  support  of  our  navigation, 
the  rule  of  our  colonial  system,  and  every  tiling  that  des- 
ponds on  both  ;  this  is  said  to  be  the  effect  of  necessity. 
Is  this  a  proved  necessity  or  only  an  alleged  necessity? 
when  did  this  necessity  grow  up  ?  what  is  the  extent  of  it  ?  It 
mast  have  been  of  a  very  limited  kind  for  these  two  months ;  . 
for  the  secretary  of  staters  letter  is  dated  so  for  back  as 
April  last,  by  which  it  appears  that  he  felt  no  other  ne- 
cessity than  that  the  West  India  colonies  should  be  sup* 
plied  with  lumber,  and  with  a  few,  but  not  with  all,  articles 
of  provision  ;  and  that  those  w  ho  do  supply  the  colonies 
with  this  lumber,  and  with  these  few  articles  of  provision, 
shall  be  allowed  to  cany  away  with  them  rum  and  molasses  ; 
that  is  all  the  necessity  which  exists  in  the  month  of  April ; 
but  in  the  month  of  May  following,  that  is,  in  one  month* 
it  is  discovered  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  transferring  from 
Parliament  all  the  controul  it  ever  had  over  this  important 
subject,  and  from  the  colonial  government  all  the  discretion, 
it  ever  had,  and  of  vesting  in  the  hands  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  an  entire,  absolute,  and  uncontrouluble  power  to 
exercise  their  discretion  over  the  whole  body  of  the  naviga- 
tion laws  of  thfe  realm,  as  far  as  those  laws  depend  upon 
your  colonial  system.  Now,  will  the  noble  lord  tell  me 
that  he  is  arguing  the  merits  of  this  bill  when  he  leaves  en- 
tirely unanswered  all  that  has  been  said  on  the  other  side 
with  respect  to  this  colonial  system  and  the  navigation 
laws  ?  Why,  Sir,  to  say  that  these  discussions  are,  not  re- 
levant, which  apply  to  the  very  subject  of  the  bill  itself, 
shews  the  truth  01  what  has  been  said  on  the  other  side,  thai 
the  noble  lord  himself  is  not  in  the  secret  of  the  real  meaning 
and  true  object  of  this  bill ;  or,  that  it  contains  a  meaning, 
and  has  an  object,  which  the  noble  lord  does  not  think  fit  to 
disclose  to  Parliament ;  and  here  I  take  leave  to  ask,  when 
a  measure  is  presented  to  Parliament,  under  a  false  character 
and  description,  is.  it  not  fair  to  infer,  that  under  its  true 
character  and  description  it  would  not  be  endured  ?  But  it 
is  said,  in  support  of  this  bill,  that  the  power  which  h^g 
l     .  hitherto 
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hitherto  been  entrusted  to  the  governors  of  the  islands.is  no\* 
to  be  transferred  to  the  privy  council.     Supposing  it  did  no 
more  fhan  that,  and  tnat  the  power  so  to  pe  transferred  to 
the  privy  council  was  to  be  confined  in  its  exercise  to  the 
objects  specified  in  the  secretary  of  state's  letter,  that  is,  that 
the  whole  power  was  to  be  confined  to  lumber,  and  the  few 
articles  to  he  imported  into  the  colonies,  and  the  rum  and 
molasses  to  be  carried  out  of  them ;  then  there  would  not 
be  much  objection  to  it ;  but  that  is  nothing  like  the  extent 
of  the  rjower  to  be  given  by  this  bill ;  for,  by  this  bill,  the 
power  is  without  limit  as  it  regards  the  regulation  of  th* 
iv  hole  of  your  colonial  system,  and  the  whole  of  your  na- 
vigation laws.     And  when  did  Parliameni.ever  givij  this 
power  before  ?  did  it  ever  give  it,  or  any  thing  like  it,  to 
the  governors  of  the  islands?  I  know  it  .has  from  Jrear  to 
year  passed  acts  of  indemnity  for  what  they  did,  and  tW 
is  stated  to  be  like  the  case  of  the  King's  prerogative  to 
pardon  a  criminal.     Certainly,  the  royal  prerogative  ex- 
tends to  the  pardon  of  a  criminal  for  an  offence,  and  a  va- 
luable prerogative  it  is,  when  judiciously  exercised ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  these  acts  of  indemnity,  like  the  royal 
prerogative,  have  been  a  judicious  exercise  of  discretion  ; 
but  did  wc  ever  hear  of  any  prerogative  that  empowered 
any  botfy  before  hand  to  commit  an  ofibnee  ?  The  j.ower 
which  Parliament  ^avc  to  the  governors  of  i he  West  Indies, 
Parliament  expected  to  be  discrccily  exorcUcd,  confined  to  ' 
cases  of  absolute  necessity,  -and  t'i  it  they  would  allow  of 
rtpnj*  of  those  importations  into  the  colonies  by  strangers, 
except  in  cases  of  rlcar  necessity.    There  is  no  instance  of 
any  bill  of  indemnity  passing  or  of  being  asked  for  upon 
any  />t  her  foundation.     Parliament  never  meant  to  grant 
any  indemnity  on  any  other  conditions,  nor  is  it  too  much 
to  assume  that  Parliament  never  would  have  granted  any 
indemnity  on  any  other  condition  ;  for,  in  every  act  of  in-' 
demnity  that  ever  passed  on  this  subject,  it  is  stated,  thata 
"  it  was  necessary  for  the  governors  of  the  islands  to  allow 
ihe  importation  of  lumber  and  provisions ;  and  that  those 
who  imported  them  should  be  allowed  to  take  away  certain 
articles  of  colonial  produce  in  return  for  the  same  ;"'  that 
is  the  limited  description  a\  hich  you  have  given  them,  and 
the  power  is  only  given  \o  the  governors  in  a  case  of  abso- 
lute necessity ;  but  here  it  is  provided  that  yo^  *,Jiall  give  Ihe 
ppwer  to  ihe  privy  council  absolutely,  and  in  the  first  in- 
stance.   Now,  1  would  say,  before  1  gave  it  any  vjhere :— . 

before 
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p^fofe  I  would  say  where  fhe  power  should  lodge,!  I  would 

Jpquire  whether  it  be  necessary  to  lodge  it  any  where  ?  and 
.  would  ask  this  House  \>hpther  it  be  a  matter  of  cdurseto 
give  this  power  ?  I  say,  a  matter  of  course,  to  give  the 

{tfivy  council  a  power  of  suspending  any  law  without 
aying  the  foundation  of  the  necessity  of  it  upon  a  previous 
inquiry  into  the  matter.  There  may  be  a  case  of  public 
notoriety  on  which  Parliament  would  act  without  a  previous 
inquiry,  but  that  is  not  this  case  ;  there  may  be  such  a  case 
as  that  which  occurred  in  1784,  in  which  a  previous  in* 
quiry  may  be  unnecessary  by  the  notoriety  of  the  necessity  J 
but  that  is  not  like  the  present  case.  How  do  I  know  whether 
there  has  .been  lately,  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  at  any 
tiipe  given,  a  competent  supply  for  the  British  colonies  by 
British  ships,  from  Great  Britain,  or  from  the  British  colo* 
ijie*  in  North  America  by  British  ships  ?  How  do  I  know 
Vbat  the  state  of  the  trade  at  home  is?  (low  do  I  know 
Vkat  state  the. British  colonics  of  North  America  are  in  ? 
How  do  I  know  what  the  state  of  British  tonnage  is  at  this 
luom^nt  ?  How  do  I  know  what  state  it  is  likely  to  be  ifi 
•  some  given  time  hence?   "What  do  I  know  of  the  state  iu  • 

^hich  British'  trade;  is  without  inquiry  ?  Will  the  advo« 
caiesfor  this  bill  say  that  inquiry  is  nothing  at  a  moment 
.when  it  is  most  manifest,  that  without  inquiry  every  thing 
else  is  worse  than  nothing  ?  Will  they  give  us  a  statement 
of  {acts  of  their  own  framing,  and  which  ought  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  inquiry,  when  that  statement  is  disputed  1 
and  yet  they  deny  that  inquiry  to  those  who  offef  to  prove 
the  truth  of  a  contrary  statement,  and  that,  at  the  vety  time, 
when  they  themselves  are  shewing  the  necessity  of  laying  a 
.   ground. for  parliamentary  investigation ;  Sir,  I  distrust  ex- 
tremely all  general  arguments  in  this  case;  and,  indeed, 
almost  all  general  arguments  when  they  are  made  to  apply 
to  particular  cases  :  npthing  is  more  easy  than  to  adapt  & 
statement  of  fuels  of  your  own  making  tp  general  principles, 
.and  to  apply  general  arguments  to  that  statement ;  and, 
.therefore,  1  distrust  all.general  arguments  when  applied  to 
this  case ;  and  for  this  reason,  because  I  remember  that  thb 
.  ve?y  same  arguments,  and  the  very  same  answers  were  madfy 
word  for  word,  for  this  trade,  as  now  contended  for,  in 
•time  of  peace,,  that  are  now  made  iu  time  of  wcLr.    Tfirte 
is  not  one  syllable  said  this  day,,  iu  time  of  war,  that  was 
tfot  advanced  in  the  year.  1784,  to  shew  that  the  opening  of 
this  trade  was  necessary ;  that  is  to  say,  that  it  is  as  neccssafy 
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in  time  pf  .peace  as  In  war  time ;  a  proposition  whicU  mini- 
sters, whatever  tuey  may  wish,  hare  not  jet  thought  fit  to 
ffo  ike  length  of  contending;  but  their  arguments,  and  so 
W.ust  nil  general  arguments,  go  that  length.      ™* J"** 
lauffuace  of  the  honourable  baronet  is  tobe  tound  mtbean- 
S  Sch  was  made  in  (he  year  1784 :  the  noble  lordaad 
the  honourable  baronet  hare  said;  they  thought  it  extra- 
Ordinary  that  British  shipping  could  be  capabk  of  carry* 
ins  on  this  traffic,  under  ail  the  arcutnstances  of  this  tredtf; 
so  it  was  said  in  as  many  words  in  the  year  1784,  that  tte 
trade  for  the  supply  of  your  colonies  cannot  bearried  on, 
by  reason  of  the  circuitous  voyage  which  the  British  ships 
are  obliged  to  take;,  and  that  you  are  at  once  obliged*, 
come  to  the  direct  American  trade  in  American  ships. 
But  rny  noble  .friend,  over  the  jay,  (Lord  CastterengW 
Sated  the  ground  of  what  was  oftered  to  be  done  m  178*, 
and  of  the ^application  of  H tolhis  case ;  when  tbene- 
cessify  of  the  measure  then  attempted  appeared  upon  the 
Wv  face  of  it ;  (here  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  for  w- 
ouirv  into  the  particular  facts  on  which  the  measure  was 
founded ;  it  grew  out  of  the  situation,  the  particular  site- 
aUon,  in  which  things  were  placed  by  the  American  revo- 
lution :  and  thisihews  the  impropriety  of  the  application 
of  the  argument  of  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last ;  who  re- 
ferred   bv  wnv  of  justification  of  the  present  measme, 
which  bepropok***  the. adoption  of  KrUament,  to  a*, 
iher  measure  winch  had  been  proposed,  indeed,  and  offered 
So;  but  which  had  been  rejected  by  ^rhament;  (alhtdwg 
to  the  draa  of  a  bill  penned  by  Mr.  Pitt,  which  had I  be* 
referredtobyLordHenry  Petty,and  partly  quoted  by  him;) 
and  that  measure  Was  supported  by  much  the  f»™e«g"- 
Mcnts  as  the  present  is  attempted  to  be  supported-,  I  *J 
attempted,  because,  now  the  futility  of  the  system  b  «x- 
WdP  It  w*s  then  said,  «  ftiere  is  no  danger  from  th^ 
let  America  remain  on  the  footing  on  whwh  it  stands ;  W 
JL  trade  go  on  in  its  old  channel ;  it  will  find  its  level,  and 
^  neve?  hurt  us."    Why,  Sir*  this  was  all  very  plan- 
'sible  general  reasoning,  but  had  no  specific  applicationto 
the  pfein  matter  Of  fact  of  the  case;  because,  it  was  well 
known,  'hat  it  would  injure  the  trade  of  this  country, and, 
titt  that  sense  of  it  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  best 
.  qualified  to  form  one,  the  proposed  measure  was  a ^bad low, 
it  was  opposedby  the  general,  and  almost  uirammoiis  voiw 
-of  the  country  ;  and  for  that  very  good  reason,  no  attempt 
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vas  made  to  carry  it  into  execution.  So  far  from  it?  that  the' 
very  first  measure  which  the  privy  council  adopted,  was** 
measure  of  restraint  to  prohibit  it,  and  they  Uieti  expresse(l 
tfieir  opinion,  upon  deliberation,  to  )be,  .that  this  was  & 
plan  wnich  it  would  be  unwise  to  adopt,  or  rather  that  if 
wap  a  measure  hi  which  it  was  wise  to*  depart  from  its  adopi 
tion;  and  it  wast  held  still  further,  that  if  any  thing^m* 
hroqght  from  America  to  us,  or  taken  from  us  to  Ajnerica^ 
it  should  never  be  dope,  but  through  the  piedium  of  Britxsfi 
ships.  So  raucji  fpr  the  similarity  of  circumstances  h*  the 
two  cases ;  in  ope  of  which*  there  was  much  emergency 
and  in  the 'other,  none;  in  one  of  which  all  the  circhm> 
tftances  were  owing  to  a  revolution  in  the  afrairs  erf  a  state  ^ 
m  the  other,  all  the  circumstances  arise  out  of  an  esfablisV 
$d  course  of  things ;  and  gentlemen  do  not  CVen  contend 
there  is  any  emergency  in  them  ;  yety  even  with  all  these 
arguments  for  the  proposed  measure  iV  the  former  case  it 
Tr  ejected,  and  now,  without  any,  it  is  proposed  for  our 
adoption*  But  gentlemen  contend,  it  is  needless  to  examine, 
|  or  even  to  dispute,  the  necessity  of  this  measure ;  because 

it  is  known,  they  contend  it  is  known,  they  contend  it  ex- 
ists beyoud  dispute ; .  that  the  facts  are  so  plain,  it  is  idle  to 
dispute  their  existence  ;  and  that  nothing;  can  be  a  remedy 
but  th3  provisions  of  the  present  bill,  rlence,  they  say, 
arises  the  necessity.  The  facts,  however,  on  which  tnis  ne- 
cessity is  founded,  they  do  not  give  us  now ;  they  either  do, 
or  they  do  not,  know  of  the  existence  of  this  nccessily.  If 
they  do  know  of  the  existence  pf  this  necessity,  they  dan  con- 
-ray  it  to  Parliament ;  and  if  they  can,  they  ought  to  convey 
it  to  Parliament.  It  is  their  duty  to  convey  it  U)  Parliament, 
tajju&ttfytheadoptionofa  measure  so  repugnant  tooprestab- 
Kshed  laws.  If  they  have  no  knowledgeof  this  necessity,  weare 
legislating  in  the  dark ;  because  they  ask  us  to  do  so,  ant} 
that  against  every  principle  of  policy  by  which  this  coun- 
try has  been  guided,  and* by  which  it  has  hitherto  so  sig- 
nally prospered.  Now,  Sir,  under  these  impressions,  I 
cpjiid  say,  that  instead  of  pursuing  the  system  recommend- 
ed by  the  noble  lord,  we  ought  to  call  on  him,  and  those 
who,  uith.him,  are  the  friends  of  this  bill,  to  point  out  to 
us  the  instances  in  which  this  House  has  sanctioned,  or  even 
*  countenanced  a  departure  from  the  navigation  laws.  Sir, 
it  bos  hitherto  been  the  policy  of  this  country  to  regard  with 
jealousy  every  proposition  to  that  effect ;  to  require  a  rea- 
-    *oq  for  any  measure  that  has  that  aspect ;  and  to  regard 
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every  measure  with  distrust,  if  it  has  that  apparent  ten- 
dency. But  the  friends  of  this  bill  take  a  course  directly 
the  c  <ntrary  ;  they  take  up  the  navigation  laws  as  a  hostile 
system,  and  if  they  can  find  any  measure  in  our  legislative 
history,  which  they  think  has  any  tendency  to  oppose  it, 
jther  consider  it  as  a  matter  pf  useful  discovery,  and  exult 
in  it  as  a  matter  of  triumph,  as  if  an  attack  on  the  navi- 
gation laws  was  not  only  perfectly  fair,  but  even  laudable, 
a  hey  think  they  have  made  a  valuable  discovery,  if  they 
iiuc(  out  a  precedent  for  an  attack  upon  the  navigation  laws ; 
jriifl  so  far  do  they  carry  the  spirit  of  hostility  into  action, 
that  if  tbey  do  but  find  an  instance  in  our  parliamentary 
^history  of  a  temporary  infringement  on  the  navigation  laws, 
they  insist  upon  it,  as  a  proof  of  their  right  to  pursue  a 
jneasure  for  their  permanent  suspension,  which  is  but  ano- 
ther word  for  then:  total  destruction.  They  find  a  case 
which  has  nojcestmblance  in  its  circumstances  to  the  pre- 
sent, but  no  matter  how  dissimilar,  it  is  an  instance  in 
which  the  navigation  laws  have  been  interrupted  in  their 
course,  and  therefore  they  tell  us,  4<  we  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  pursue  H  as  a  precedent,  because  the  navigation  laws  are 
of  a  nature  so  odious,  I  suppose,  that  it  is  our  interest  to 
have  theni  entirely  destroyed,"  But  it  seems  there  is  a  great 
concern  and  compunction  felt  by  the  governors  of  the 
West  India  islands,  on  account  of  the  violation  of  their 
path's,  in  the  instances  wherein  they  ate  called  upon  to  con- 
sent to*  the  suspension  of  the  navigation  laws ;  that  they 

•.are  sworn  to  preserve  all  t'ic  laws  of  the  realm  inviolate'; 
that  a  suspension  of  the  laws  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  ;  and 
(hat  a  violation  of  the  laws  is  a  violatioaof  their  oaths. 
Now,  Sir,  this  may  be  very  laudable  morality  ia  the  sup- 
porters of  this  bill ;  but  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  this 
tenderness  for  the  consciences  of  the  governors  of  the  West 

,  India  islands  is  a  little  whimsical,  considering  how  they 
were  tieuted  on  former  occasions.  When  the  colonial  go* 
yernors  disjiensed  with  the  navigation  lav.s,  in  cases  of  ab- 
solute necessity,  and  Parliament  never  gave  them  an  in- 
demnity for  any  other,  they  were  not  told  of  this  point  of 
conscience,  if  the  act  is  blameablc.  But  how  does  the 
right  honourable  secretary  of  state  treat  them  by  the  in- 
structions contained  in  his  letter  ?  He  tells  the  governors  of 
the  islands,  it  is  not  necessity  which  I  regard  ;  it  is  not 
your  cpnscicnccs  I  regard  ;  I  regard  nothing  but  what  ap« 
neap  to  me  tp  be  convenient ;  spd  I  will  shew  you,  that 

what 
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what  you  thought  was  an  excuse  as  a  matter  of  necessity 
shall  be  continriefl  as  a  matter  of  convenience;  and  you 
shall  suspend  the  law,  however  your  consciences  may  be 
affected  by  it,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  doing  it,  not 
only  during  war,  in  which  it  may  possibly  be  thought  ne- 
cessary, but  until  six  months  shall  have  elapsed  after  r  shall 
have  directed  rotice  to  be  given  of  the  discontinuance  of 
the  practice.     Now,  what  are  the  governors  to  do'afl  this 
tinr",  after  the  necessity,  which  alone  is  said  to  be  the  ex- 
cuse, has  ceased  ?    They  are  to  continue  in  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  violation  of  the  law  ;  and  thus,  according 
to  the  argument  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  Violate 
their  oatns  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  secretary  of 
state.     And  th«  secretary  of  slate,  in  the  plenitude  6(  his 
fkwer,  giants  to  the  governors  of  the  islands  an  indulgence 
ib  commit  that  very  bin  which  the  friends  of  this  bill  so 
much  deplore ;  and  not  only  does  he  grant  this  indulgence 
to  commit  sin,  but  he  gives  them  an  encouragement ;   n-iy,  * 
Btill  moie,  he  commands  them  to  commit  sin,  and  yet  these 
\  are  the  gentlemen  who  now  turn  up  their  eyes  to  Heaven, 

and  deprecate  the  evil  of  governors  being  placed  under  (lie 
former  system,  in  a  situation  in  which  they  were  made  so 
immorally  to  tamper  with  their  oaths. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  question,  "  how  far  it  is  neces- 
.    «ary  to  lodge  the  power  which  this  bill  gives  any  where," 
(which  is  not  proved,)  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  supposing  it 
to  be  necessary  to  lodge  it  any  where,  it  would  be  better  to 
lodge  it  with  the  privy  council  than  any  where  else,    f 
have  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  if  it  must  be  given  to  any 
body,  I  had  much  rather  it  were  given  td  the  privy  coun- 
cil than  to  the  governors  of  the  West  India  islands  ;  be- 
cause I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  privy  council  could,  ami 
would  exercise  such  a  power  more  discreetly  than  the  go- 
Ternors  ofthe  islands  could  ;  or  perhaps  I  should  say,  that 
-  the  privy  council  would  make  a  more  discreet  use  of  their 
$ower  than  any  other  body  of  men  would,  supposing  them 
to  be  equal  to  others  in  information  upon  the  facts  on 
which  their  power  was  to  operate.     But  i  doubt  the  possi- 
bility of  tlmr  being  able  to  possess  that  knowledge,  which  will 
•be  requisite  for  the  due  disoharge  ofthe  functions  with 
which  this  bill  is  to  invest  them ;  for  the  question  is  not 
a  question  of  dry,  abstract  competency ,  in  the  privy  coun* 
ptt,  to  do  justice  to  any  trust  that  may  lie  reposed  in  them  : 
upon  that  none  of  us  can  entertain  any  doubt ;  but  unless 
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yon  place  them  in  a  situation  in  which  their  competency 
may  come  into  action,  that  competency  can  be  of  no  u$a 
to  them,  or  to  the  public.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
can  do  more  than  my  Lord  Camden  did,  whose  instruc- 
tions to  the  governors  of  the  islands  have  been  so  often  al- 
luded to  in  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  on  thus 
subject ;  and  here  it  is  observable,  that  whatever  power 
you  may  give  to  the  privy  council,  whatever  responsibility 
£Qt»  may  attach  to  the  privy  council ;  however  you  majf 
takeaway  the  responsibility  of  the  governors ;  however  yon 
way  affect  to  take  away  their  discretion  ;  it  is  most  mani* 
lest  U*at  they  must  act  ou  their  discretion,  while  they  hasft 
any  power  to  act  at  all ;  for  this  bill  will  not  alter  the  iwr 
cessity  under  which  they  are  to  act*  They  must,  aft&  all 
the  instructions  which  you  may  give  to  them  from  hence, 
itct  according  to  (heir  discretion  upon  the  circumstance* 
of  the  case,  as  circumstances  may  arise ;  and  you  must 
indemnify  them  too,  just  as  you  did  before  this  bill  vra* 
thought  of;  and  for  the  same  reason  you  always  did  it,  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  to  avoid  it.  This  has  been  verified  by 
the  fact;  for  wlien  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  privy 
council,  to  regulate  the  whole  of  the  trade  between  America 
and  the  West  India  colonies;  when  it  was  infinitely 
important  that  the  privy  council  should  exercise  their 
authority ;  and  when  they  did  exercise  their  authority, 
an  act  of  Parliament  passed  for  the  purpost ;  when  the 
directions  of  the  privy  council  were  sent  to  the  governors 
of  the  Wesst  Indies ;  when  that  power,  so  given  tothepri- 
ry  council,  and  by  them  delegated,  necessarily  and  una- 
voidably delegated,  to  the  governors  of  the  West  India 
islands ;  and  that  power,  so  delegated,  was  abused  by  some 
of  those  governors,  Still  the  power  was  not  taken  away,  but 
left  with  those  same  governors,  even  although  it  was  abused 
by  them— why  ?  Because  Parliament  knew  it  was  impos- 
sible to  take  it  away.  But  now,  instead  of  allowing  the 
governors  to  act  upon  their  own  conviction,  you  are  going 
to  order  them  what  they  arc  to  do  beforehand,  when  you 
may  not  possess  the  information  requisite  for  the  purpose ; 
and  when,  after  all,  your  directions  are  given,  they  must) 
in  niany  cases,  at  least,  act  lipon  their  own  discretion,  even 
though  it  should  be  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  privy 
council.  I  should  say,  that  if  I  his  bill  were  parsed,  and  t(ie 
privy  council  were  acting  under  its  authority,  there  might 
be  circumstances  in  which  it  was  not  less  the  duty  of  Par- 
liament to  institute  an  enquiry  on  that  account ;  because, 

although 
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although  the  power  may  have  been  granted  by  the  legis- 
lature, yet  a  question  might  arise  upon  the  propriety  of  its 
Continuance — and  a  question  might  arise,  whether  the  dis- 
cretion should  be  left  with  the  privy  council  or  with  the 
governors  ?— Supposing  that  the  legislature  did  not  takt; 
pains  to  make  h  proper  inquiry  in  the  first  instance,  it  docs 
iiot  follow  they  should  not  make  it  in  the  second.  I  have 
heard  of  such  a  thing  as  a  possibility  bf  the  legislature 
having  conducted  itself  improperly ;  but  if,  after  having 
done  so,  we  were  to  say,  that  the  thing  should  never  be 
altered,  because  of  the  reverence  we  all  ought  to  have  for 
the  legislature,  thrit  would  be  equivalent  to  saying,  that  if 
the  legislature  has  once  conducted  itself  impradcntly ,  it 
mast  conduct  itself  imprudently  to  the  end  of  time.  Wow 
let  us  suppose,  instead  of  this  Being  a  bill  about  to  be 
passed  into  a  law,  it  had  been  a  law  ;  that  instead  of  our 
naving  to  consider  whether  we  shall  make  this  law,  we 
%yere  considering  a  law  already  made ;  and  the  gfcatness  or 
the  shipping  interest  of  this  country  were  to  come  forward, 
^  and  to  complain  to  Parliament  of  the  destructive  effect  of 

the  act  of  Parliament,  would  you  refuse  to  hear  tlic  com- 
plaint ?  would  you  think  it  a  fair  or  even  a  sensible  answer 
to  say,  "  We  have  followed  the  practice  prescribed  by 
Hub  act  now  for  thirteen  years — you  tell  us  that  you  are 
competent  to  the  an} pie  supply  of  the  West  India  colonic* 
— you  tell  us,  that  the  great  interest '  of  the  empire  requires 
that  you  should  have  theexclusive  right  of  furnishing  these 
supplies ;  that  the  navigation  requires  it ;  that  without  it 
the  country  will  decay  in  strength,'and  dwindle  into  weak- 
ness, and  finally  be  ruined  ?"  Would  you,  I  say,  think  U 
ft  sensible  answer  to  say,  "  Inasmuch  ks'we  have  done  this 
-for  thirteenyears,  we  will  go  on  ?"  Do  you  conceive  that 
these  consecutive  acts  would  ,be  an  excuse  for  their  own  con- 
tinuance, and  release  you  from  the  duty  of  entering  into  an 
inquiry  on  the  subject  when  these  matters  are  stated  to  ypu? 
Is  it  too  much  to  say,  that  you  ought  to  inquire  whether, 
and  to  see  whether,  the  public  interest  does,  or  does  not, 
•really  demand  a  change  of  such  a  system  ?  I  a  pprehend, 
-Sir,  that  in  stich  a  case,  even  if  we  had  an  act  of  rarliament 
under  which  we  had  tiiusacted  for  thirteen  years,  it  would 
!be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  institute  the  proposed  in- 
xjuiry ;  and  if  so,  how  much  more  is  it  the  duty  of  this 
House,  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  a  rac«e 
"jnSictice,  which  is  not  a  law,  before  you  sanction  Iheprac- 

tict 


612  Tilt  PARLlAMENTAttV  HEG1STEI*.  [COM* 

tive  by  Jaw — and  that  is  all  which  the  shipping  interest  ask 
of  you.  They  do  not  desire  you  to  say,  Uiat  this  measurer 
is  not  necessary,  or  that  it  ought  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  be  adopted  { they  only  desire  you  not  to  adopt  it 
without  ascertaining  that  it  is  necessary.  '  Upon  this  prac- 
tice the  noble  Lord  s  argument  is,  ilia!  Parliament  ought  to 
declare,  immediately,  that  the  power  cannot  but  be  neces- 
sary in  time  of  war.  I  am  afraid  it  would  turnout  up- 
on inquiry,  to  be  necessary  to  do  something  of  this  descrip- 
tion in  time  of  war ;  but  of  this  I  am  quite  sure,  Parlia-" 
ment  ought  not  to  deliver  that  opinion,  without  hearing 
those  who  arc  of  another.  I  am  not  calling  on  you  to  say, 
that  this  practice  of  13  years,  on  which  you  rely  so  much, 
is  not  necessary  to  be  continued ;  I  am  not  saying  that  it 
is  not  absolutely  necessary,  that  an  intercourse  should  sub- 
sist between  our  West  India  colonies  and  America,  and 
that  that  intercourse  should  take  place  through  the  medi- 
um of  African  shipping ;  but  I  am  saying,  that  I  do 
really  think  it  is  extremely  important  to  ascertain,  whether 
it  is  necessary  or  not ;  and  supposing  it  was  totally  unne- 
cessary, I  have  no  more  wish  than  the  noble  lord  has,  to 
aay  any  thing  that  may  savour  of  an  illiberal  spirit  with 
regard  to  America.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  any  thing  by 
wnich  any  commercial  jealousies  should  prevent  you  from 
enjoying  those  advantages  which  may  arise  from  good  amir 
ty  with  America,  and  that  you  should  not  relax,  for  your 
own  convenience,  your  own  laws.  Let  America  profit  as 
much  as  she  may,  by  any  system  which  we  adopt,  while 
that  system  is  serviceable  .to  ourselves ;  or,  still. more,  let 
America  profit  as  much  as  she  may,  by  our  adopting  that 
which  our  own  interest  requires.  But  while  I  say  this,  I 
cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  principle  on  which  America 
proceeds  in  a  sort  of  discussion,  by  which  she  appears  not 
to  rely  on  the  force  of  reason,  neither  does  she  refer  to  the 
last  resort  of  nations  to  enforce  their  will — the  thunder  of 
cannon.  But  she  says,  "  that  she  can  make  a  commercial 
war  ypon  you."  It  is  one  of  the  propositions  which  are 
most  current  in  America — "  that,  by  shutting  up  her  ports, 
and  by  denying  her  produce  to  our  colonies  in  the  vV$sfc 
Indies,  she  can  reduce  Great  Britain  to  her  own  terms.^-r 
Thqt  is  the  favourite  topic  in,  America.  Why  then,  I 
would  say,  th$t  I  would  not  put  myself  more  in  her  power. 
I  would  not  become  more  dependant  on  her  than  I  coi^ld 
help.    Notf,  every  body  must  admit,  that  this  bill*  and 

especially 
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especially  the  arguments  by  which  it  is  supported,  make 
u$  tery  dependant  tipcm  hn*t  b^ausc  they  both  proceed 
on  the*  probability  that  ^Ve  htv  in  her  power  with  respect  to 
tfte V«*ry  existence  of  our  Ww*  India  colonies;  and  if 
yon  proceed  on  a  recognition  of  that  principle,  everyday 
yotlt  inability  tfill  increase;   because,  in   proportion  as- 
America  gets  hold  of  this  trade,  in  the  same  proportion 
exactly  yotiT  North  American  colonies  are  excluded  from 
it,  fotf  it  i&  quite  impossible  for  Tour  North  American  co- 
lonies to  come  in  competition  with  America  in  trading  to» 
the  West  India  colonics.     You  arc  informed,  by  papers 
on  your  tbble,  that  the  ability  of  your  North  American 
colobtes  Will  decrease,  day  nflcr  day,  and  that  of  Ame- 
rica will  iricrtase  in  exact  proportion  to  it ;  and  therefore 
you  see,  in  this  particular,  as  your  power  is  decreasing  in* 
our  North  American  colonics,  vour  denendnnce  onAme-' 
rica  is  becoming  greater.   Bu1  satisfy  yourselves  first  of  the* 
existence  of  the  necessity  ;  pnti  do  not  let  uc,  by  argument 
and  presumption,    without  proof,  put  ourselves    under 
America,  ftnd  at  her  mrtcy,  and  in  the  stotc  in  which  wfe* 
ate  to  btftold,  as*  in  the  ytaf  1784,  that  we  cotflil  not  do" 
without  America.     It  may  be  said,  arid  we  itre  to  argue* 
uport  ft,  thdt  this  measure  is  not  to  touch  any  negotiation' 
upon  which  public  rumours  are  on  foot,  but  we  must  act* 
as  if  there  had  been  no  snch  thing ;  I  say,  that  if  Vou  go 
on  with  this  trade,  the  British  colonial  system  will  come  to 
an  end  altogether;  yon  will  be  disabled  from  carrying  it* 
ort,  because  in  time  the  whole  of  the  British   shipping 
witl  have  vanished  ;  for  in  time  of'  peace  even,  ships  can- 
not be  restored.     In  the  first  place,  it  will  take  a  course  of 
years  to  bring  you  into  the  situation  in  which  yon  were  ; 
for  that  reason,  you  should  enter  into  an  enquiry,  (hat  you 
ntoy  ascertain  what  you  now  have  left,  and  what  yoti  are 
in  'possession  of:  for,  under  this  system,  every  hour  your 
situation  grows  worse,  and  more  and  more  difficult.     This 
i£  not  like  the  operation  which  the  waT  has  unon  your  sea- 
men ;  for  when  the  wat  terminates,  by  the  provision  of  the 
navigation  acts,  you  ha.  e  your  seamen  again;  provided 
you  have  your  shipping,  alhs  w<41,  your  trade  will  go  on. 
For,  under  the  navigation  acts,  tyou  permit  only  a  given 
proportion  of  foreign  seamen  to  riavi{>ritc  your  ships,  even 
in  time  of  war;  and  so  when  the  war  cense?,  there  your 
ships  ate,  and  you  have  your  men  to  navigate  them;  you 
do  not,  in  any  case,  even  in  time  of  war,  permit  your  ships 
Vol.  III.  1805-ti.  S  U  to 
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to  be  entirely  manned  by  foreigners;  you  being  by  your 
navigation  laws  bound  to  continue  and  keep  up  the  pro- 
portion of  British  seamen  on  board  them.     But  what  will 
you  say  to  the  operation  of  the  system  of  this  bill  which 
tends  to  annihilate  the  British  shipping?  for,  under  this 
system,  every  ship  that  is  used  up  is  so  ipuch  dead  loss, 
which  can  never  be  repaired ;  as  not  another  will  be  built 
to  supplyit.     What  motive  can  there  be  to  do  so  yrhen 
there  is  no  employment  for  it  ?  This  is  like  living'  on  your 
capital  instead  of  subsisting  upon  the  produce  of  it ;  for 
there  can  be  no  fresh  produce  to  supply  the  deficiency  as  it 
arises ;  you  render  it  impossible  to  renew  your  shipping. 
Nor  is  this  all.    Although  this  is  enough  to  bring  on  your 
inevitable  ruin,  should  the  war  continue,  but  it  works  more 
rapidly  towards  your  destruction  in  another  way;  for  not 
only  does  if  prevent  your  seamen  from  being  reared  up,  by 
taking  a  way  the  source  of  their  future  employment ;  but  it 
creates  an  immediate  drain  upon  those  you  ha  vis  already; 
Jbecausc,  by  enlarging  the  scope  of  the  American  shipping 
trade,  you  enlarge  her  demand  for  seamen,  and  by  this  sys- 
tem America  is  already  so  overgrown  in  die  shipping  trade, 
that  her  own  seamen ,<  fast  as  bhe  is  rearing  them,  are  by  no 
means  equal  to  her  wants;  and  the  natural  effect  of  that  is, 
that  she  will  take  away  yours  ;  and  the  truth  of  this  the 
honourable  barouet  (Sir  W.  Young)  who  spoke  from  under 
the  gallery  in  support  of  this  measure,  admits  he  has  told 
you,  in  as  many  words,  that  a  great  many  British  seamen 
are  daily  bought  up  by  America  in  open  markets,   so  that 
you  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  evils  of  this  system  will 
cease  with  the  war.     Therefore,  arguing  this  bill  upon  the 
supposition  of  the  noble  lord,  that  it  only  is  to  reserve  to 
the  privy  council  the  power  which  has  hitherto  been  given 
to  the  governors  of  the  West  India  islands ;  I  say,  since  tlje 
effect^  of  it  are  such  as  I  have  stated,  you  ought  not  even  to 
do  that  without  enquiry.     But  when  we  come  to  look  at  the 
true  description  of  this  measure,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  a  Pritisji  Parliament  can  be  any  party  to  it  in  its 
present  6tate.     Can. a  British  Parliament  be  reconciled  to 
this  act,  the  result  of  which  is  to  take  away  all  the  Bri- 
tish shipping,  and  with  it  all  the  British  seamen,  for 
the  one  follows  the  other,  and  both  are  absolutely  in- 
evil  iible,  supposing  the  ^ar  to  be  of  long  continuance?  f 
should  like  to  hear  any  man  argue  this  point.     I  was  very 
anxious  to  hear  what  the  noble  lojd  had  to  say  upon  this 
»l      .  .  *  part 
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ptft  of  the  Subject ;  dnd,  says  the  noble  lord,  the  Ameri- 
cans are  not  blind  enough  not  to  know  that  your  colonial 
system  is  an  artificial  system,  an  artificial  and  a  con* 
strained  system.     [No !  no!  no !  from  lord  Henry  Petty.  J 
I  should  be  very  happy  to  be  satisfied  that  I  have  mistaken 
the  meaning  of  the  noble  lord,  but,  I  certainly  did  under- 
stand him  to  say,  that  the  Americans  well  knew  our  colo- 
nial system  to  be  an  artificial  and  constrained  system.     It 
-would  be  very  gratifying,  undoubtedly,  to  me  to  sup- 
pose, or  rather  to  be  satisfied,  that  the  noble  lord's  mean- 
ing, as  conveyed,  or  intended  to  be  conveyed,  by  his  words, 
did  not  give  any  degree  of  countenance  to  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  as  far  as  it  has  the  effect  of  promoting  that 
impression ;  and  I  should  be  clad  the  forms  of  aebatp 
could  afford  to  me  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  noble 
lord,  at  once,  disavow  that  sentiment.    But  that,  I  must 
be  content  to  wait  for,  in  its  turn,  according  U>  the  rules 
which,  for  general  convenience,  are  made  to  govern  our 
debate.     If  the  noble  lord  did  mean  that  or  any  thing  like 
it ,  then  I  say  we  must  be  content  to  surrender  the  whole  of 
our  navigation  laws,  and  do  a  great  deal  more  than  this 
bill  professes  to  do  ;  for,  after  this  bill  passes,  the  West 
India  colonies  are  no  more  ours  than  they  are  the  colonies 
of  North  America.     I  will  venture  to  say,  not  one  half  so 
much,  except  that  of  the  burthen  of  them ;  all  the  pro- 
fits of  them  will  go  to  America,  and  the  burthens  and  dis- 
advantages of  them  will,  alone,  remain  to  us.     For  there 
Are  disadvantages,  and  very  great  disadvantages,  in  all 
cases  to  a  mother  country  from  her  colonies,  and  those  be- 
long to  ours  in  the  West  Indies.     It  is  always  a  question 
of  balance  between  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a 
colony,  on  which  depends  the  policy  whether  you  part 
from  it  or  retain  it ;  for  we  are  obliged  to  defend  it  in  tune 
of  war,  an4  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  affording  a 
gTCat  and  expensive  force  for  that  purpose;  nay,  in  some 
cases,  we  are  obliged,  not  only  to  carry  on,  but  to  com- 
mence war,  on  account  of  our  colonies,  and  it  is  histori- 
cally correct,  that  many  of  our  wars  have  been  on  their 
account.     Many  of  our  wars,  I  say,  are  of  that  descrip-? 
tion,-  nor  is  this  the  only  inconvenience  we  suffer  on  ac- 
count of  our  colonies  ;  for  it  has  been  a  principle  of  our 
policy,  to  impose  restraint  on  ourselves,  fbr  the  purpose  of 
giving  our  colonies  an  advantage  in  our  markets  over  the* 
produce  of  other  countries;    and  we  have  often   bcei* 
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obliged,  indeed  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  obliging, 
our  own  people  to-pay  dearer  for  the  articles  of  our  colo- 
nies than  we  can  buy  them  for,  of  other  countries.  Why  ? 
because  we  have  advantages  from,  them  which  vre  can- 
not claim  from  those  countries  who  are  not  dependant 
upon  us;  *md  the  advantages,  upon  a,  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, are  greater  than  the  disadvantages.  But 
what  does  this  bill  do  ?  It  proposes  to  give  up  nil  the  trade, 
and  all  the  benefit  of  the  colonies,  to  America,  and  thai 
we  shall  keep  the  c^pences  and  the  burthen  of  them.  I 
will  ask  his  Majesty's  ministers  whether,  after  the  passing 
of  this  bill,  there  will  be  any  security  that  one  ounce  of 
colonial  produce  will  ever  again  come  into  Great  Britain  I 
Suppose  the  Americans,  who,  by  this  bill,  are  empowered 
to  carry  your  colonial  produce  where  they  please,  should 
choose  to  carry  your  colonial  produce  to  all  the  markets  of 
Europe  (for  that,  most  undoubtedly,  they  may  do,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  bill),  not  one  hogshead  of  Xh% 
sugar  of  your  colonics  would  come  into  this  country. 
You  may  thus  lose,  at  once,  all  the  advantages,  while 
you  retain  all  the  inconveniences  of  our  colonial  system. 
Vou  arc  obliged  to  burthen  your  people  with  very  heavy 
duties,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  this  colonial  pro- 
duce, and  you  are  now  giving  up  the  advantages  of  that 
produce  to  America :  you  are  now  giving  to  America  moi$ 
than  if  you  were  abdut  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  to  cede  to 
her  the  whole  of  your  colonies  for  ever  ;  for,  in  that  case, 
you  would  say  to  her,  Since  you  must  have  the  colonies  to 
yourselves,  you  must  take  (he  burthen  of  them  as  well  as 
the  advantages ;  but,  instead  of  that,  we  give  to  America 
the  choice,  at  lea>(.,  of  faking  all  the. ad  vantages,  without 
their  being  liable  to  one  of  the  burthens  of  the  West  India 
colonies. 

But  the  honourable  baronet  (Sir  \V.  Youpg)  was  pleased 
to  state,  that  it  >ws  wise  to  repeal  your  navigation  laws  in 
part,  for  the  sake  of  restoring  your  commerce.  1  will  not 
argue  the  general  proposition  of  what  is  of  a  superior,  or 
what  of  a  subordinate  or  secondary  nature ;  whether  com- 
merce is  not  essential  to  the  support  of  the  nation,  and, 
consequently,  to  our  naval  strength  ;  and  whether,  with- 
out commerce,  we  could  support  the  state,  or  could  have 
a  navy  ;  these  are  general  propositions,  which,  as  I  have 
wid  already,  I  have  no  inclination  to  dispute ;  fox,  I  al- 
ways 
11 
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ways  distrust  them  in  argument,  because  I  am.  never  sure 
that  they  apply,  to  the  case  iu  discussion. 

The  general  proposition  of  the  honourable  baronet  there- 
fore, that  the  protection  of  trade  is  essential  to  the  welfare 
of  the  empire,  I  do  not  dispute ;  but  the question  is  this 
— is  the  bill  now  before  us  of  that  description  which  will 
tend  to  the  protection,  of  trade  in  the  manner  which  the  ho- 
nourable baronet  supposes  ?  Of  what  use  is  it.  that  we 
should  hear  stated  and  established  these  general  proposi- 
tions which  are  true  in.  all  cases,  unless  the  measure  now 
before  us  falls  within  their  ^policy?  I  may,  on  the  other 
hand,  .with  as  much  truth  say,  and  insist  upon  it,  as  a 
counter-proposition,  that  just  in  proportion  as  you  surren- 
der your  navigation  you  surrender  your  commerce.  JBut 
the  question  is,  whether  the  case,  as  it  arises  out  of  this 
bill,  comes  under  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  proposi- 
tions. I  allege  it  does :  I  do  say  that,  by  this  bill,  you 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  ruin  of  your  trade,  by  the  sur- 
render of  your  navigation :  I  do  say  that,  by  this  bill, 
you  surrender  your  navigation  to  a  degree  that  is  absolute- 
ly extravagant,  besides  being  a  total  surrender  of  the 
power  of  Parliament  to  revise  what  may  be  done  under  it, 
such  ^s  hitherto  hfLsbecn  the  habit  from  year  to  year.  Seq 
what  the.  necessity,  which  ministers  contend  to  be  tlu$ 
foundation  of  this  bill,  will  lead  them  to,  and  Jdoes  lead 
them  to — that  of  surrendering  tiui  navigation  of  this  coun- 
try, so  as,  to  put  the  Am^ricau.  shipping  on  a  footing  w  ith 
the  British.?  That  would  be  a  pretty  strong  thing  for  a 
British  Parliament  to  consent  to ;  but  this  is  much  stronger, 
for  here  you  relax  your  navigation  law,  iu  favour  of 
American  shipping,  to  a  degree  to  which  it  never  was  re- 
laxed in  favour  of  British  shipping.  Sir,  1  do  not  know 
that  the  frajners  of  this  bill  know  it,  but  it,  most  unques- 
tionably, is  the  fact,  that  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  witl| 
tfye  colonies,  in  British  slapping,  is  confined  to  certain 
specified  artfjpVs ;  whereas,  to  the  American  shipping,  it 
is  uncon fined, and,  unlimited.  Tor,  when  once  the  Ame- 
rican ship*  arc  got  into  your  colonies,  they  may  take  the 
produce  of  these  colonies  whithers  v/ver  they  please,  all 
over  the  world,  and  they  are  nat. restricted  so  much  even 
a*  the  British  shipping  is.  Good  God !  what  a  spectacle 
is  this  to,  eSflu^it  to  the  world  !  am  I  in  a  British  Parlia- 
ment; beseeching  and  imploring  it  not  to  pass  a  bill  which 
has  for  its  objJQCi  such  enormous  effects  as  that  of  taking  off 
4  restrictions 
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restrictions  upon  a  trade  to  be  carried  on  with  British  colo- 
nies by  foreigners,  which  are  continued  with  regard  to 
British  subjects  f  Why,  Sir,  ihis  willingness  to  eraie  out 
of  the  statute*book  the  very  name  of  your  navigation  law, 
is  a  disposition,  guiding  {he  councils,  and  changing  the 
ancient  rtolicv  of Great  Britain — it  is  a  change,  inaeed, 
which  the  trench  statesman  himself  would  enjoy.  He 
could  have  wished  no  other ;  he  had  no  other  desire,  as 
he  has  often  expressed,  although  our  commercial  law  af- 
fected France  less  than  any  other  maritime  power  in  Eu- 
rope ;  for  they  never  were  our  rivals  in  the  carrying  trade, 
and  yet  they  called  our  navigation  laws  an  odious  hostile 
code,  by  which  England  made  war  on  the  industry  of  all 
nations. 

W  hat  a  triumph  to  our  enemies  must  it  be,  if  the  Parli- 
ament of  Great  Britain  agree  to  give  up  those  laws  which 
their  enemies  have  so  long  regarded  as  their  bane,  while 
they  are  the  foundation  of  our  greatness  ! 

But  then  it  may  be  said,  that  although  the  powers  thus 
given  by  this  bill  ate  so  enormous,  still  you  will  not  im- 
pute to  the  privy  council  any  intention  to  use  such  powers 
to  the  ruin  of  their  country ;  and  it  is  as  well  for  the  privy 
council  to  adopt  measures  for  the  general  advantage  of  our 
trade  and  navigation  as  for  Parliament  to  do  so ;  and  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  these  powers  will  be  used  by  the 
privytcouncil  tor  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  the  inter- 
est of  their  country,  however  enormous  these  powers  may 
appear  to  you  to  be.  Why,  Sir,  if  these  are  powers  unfit 
to  oe  used,  as  most  certainly  they  are,  they  are  unfit  to  be 
asked tfor ;  and  if  asked  for,  they  are  unfit  to  be  granted. 
And  certainly,  in  the  very  extensive  scene  in  which  power 
is  here  claimed,  it  is  impossible  it  can  be  executed ;  and 
why  should  any  set  of  men  have  a  power  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  ruin  their  country  ?  Is  it  to  be  considered  as  a 
Eound  on  which  concessions  may  be  made  by  us  ?  Is  it 
cause  ministers  must  be  supported  ?  and  that  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  ministers  would  use  the  power  in  the  latitude 
frith  which  it  is  given ,  in  order  that  Parliament  may  shew 
there  is  no  bound  to  \Y  ;  liberality  of  its  concession  ?  There 
certainly  may  be,  i  ■  some  cases,  a  great  difficulty,  in 
others,  an  impossibility,  to  define  precisely  or  exactly  what 
is  necessary  to  be  given  by  way  of  discretionary  power  to 
ministers,  or  to  express  specifically  what  power  should  be 
withheld  from  them ;  and  therefore  a  general  and  unde- 
fined 
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fined  power  must  be  given,  and  we  must  trust  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  ministers  in  the  use  of  iti  such  was  the  case 
when  the  habeas  corpus  act  was  suspended.  At  the  time 
when  that  measure  took  place  the  country  vrtm  put  to  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  defending  itself,  in  that  mode, 
against  a  few  conspirators,  and  put  for  that  purpose  the  li- 
berties of  all  the  subjects  of  this  realm  under  the  care  of 
the  executive  government  of  the  country:  you  could  not 
accomplish  ypur  object  in  any  other  way.  For,  although 
you  had  every  reason  to  be  assured  that  the  conspirators 
were  but  few  in  number,  yet  you  could  not  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  them  and  the  rest  of  the  King's  subjects,  un- 
til after  they  were  tried  ;  and,  therefore,  from  the  necessi- 
ty of  the  case,  you  were  obliged  to  make  the  power  general, 
leaving  the  exercise  of  it  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and 
they  were  to  detain  only  those  against  whom  there  were 
founded  suspicions.  But  this  general  power  is  never  ne- 
cessary to  be  given,  when  the  thing  to  be  done  can  be  spe- 
cified ;  so  here,  in  the  articles  to  be  carried  away  by  neu- 
tral ships  from  your  colonies,  what  is  to  hinder  you  from 
specifying  rum  and  molasses  I  particularly  after  what  has 
been  said  by  an  honourable  baronet,  by  which  it  appears 
that  there  has  been  a  specification,  ana  an  enumeration  of 
all  the  articles  allowed  to  be  taken  away  from  the  colonies 
in  neutral  ships :  if  so,  specification  and  enumeration  arc 
possible ;  therefore,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  these  un~ 
qualified  and  sweeping  powers. 

Sir,  when  I  am  called  upon  to  agree  to  the  giving  of 
power  to  others,  which  power  may  be  exercised  discreetly, 
perhaps,  but  very  differently  from  that  which  I  expect  at 
the  time  of  granting  it,  a  question  necessarily  arises  in  my 
mind,  what  is  thought  upon  that  subject  by  those  who  de- 
mand the  power,  and  by  whom  it  is  to  be  exercised  ?  How 
do  I  know  what  power  ministers  think  necessary  to  exer- 
cise, except  the  power  which  tbe^  claim  ?  Have  I  any  other 
criterion  to  go  by  ?  And  that  is  a  power  which  no  man 
will  say  can  l>e  tolerated,  if  exercised  to  its  full  extent.  In 
the  hands  of  one  man,  this  power  may  bean  absolute  nul- 
lity; for  he  would  use  no  part  of  it,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
useless  to  give  it ;  in  the  hands  of  another  it  may  be  execut- 
ed to  a  ruinous  extent;  and  for  that  reason,  dangerous  to 
give  it ;  and,  therefore,  under  this  artificial  and  constrain- 
ed system,  (for  I  cannot  help  retaining  the  use  of  these 
Vords)  it  is  impossible  to  go  on,  and  therefore  much  better 

to 
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to  give  it  lip*  Mow>rio  I  know  that  the  idea  I  have  of  the 
use  to  which  any  of  the  powetfc  to  be  given  by  this  bill,  ig 
that  which  they  would  wish- to  make  of*  it  ?  I  own  I  do 
not  know  wltat  they  mean  by  this  bill ;  and  as  I  have  said 
already,  it  would  be  an  affront  to  them  to  suppose  that 
they  have  no  meaning,  which  is  of  itself,  a  reason  why  1 
should  not  assent  to  this  bill.  Sir !  I  see  no  bounds,  what- 
ever, to  the1  power  which  the  privy  council  is  to  have  to 
give  ah  unlimited  indulgence  to  American  shipping  :  and 
I  see-nothing,  whatever,  in  this  bill,  which  gives  to  the 
privy  council  any  authority  to  make  the  slightest  regula- 
tion with  inference  to  British  shipping;  so  that  the  indul- 
gence is  all  to  The  American,  and  the  rigour  is  all  to  the 
British  shipping.  [Here  he  read  a  clause  in  the  bill  to 
prove  this  observation] 

Sir,  is  it  not  monstrous  that  sucft  a  provision  should  e£- 
kt,  in  any  shape  whatever,  in  a  British  act  of  parliament  ? 
and  yet,  here  it  is;  a  power  to  grant,  in  favour  of  .Ame- 
rican shipping,  that  which  cannot  be  granted  to  British 
shipping ;  is  it  possible  that  such  power  can  be  given  by  a 
British  parliament  ?  Sir,  I  really  have  no  idea  that  minis- 
ters are  aware  of  the  meaning  of  it*.  . 

These,  Sir,  are  the  reasons  I  have  to  stew  that  this  bill 
ought  not  to  pass  into  a  law.  I  have  shewn  the  danger  of 
assenting  to  any  measure  of  this  kind  without  inquiry ;  I 
have  shewn  that  it  is  different  from  any  measure  that  ever 
was  yet  adopted  in  Parliament ;  I  have  shewn  that  no  si- 
tuation in  which  this  country  caA  be  placed  can  ever  re-  • 
quire  such  powers  to  be  given  to  any  bodjTGf  men  in  it ; 
I  have  shewn  the  intolerable  insult  which-  it  offers  to  the 
Brit  ish  shipping  by  placing  it  below  that  of  a  foreign  state ; 
1  have  shewn  the  ruin  which  will  attend  an  attempt  to  put 
in  force  any  thing  like  the  extent  of  its  provisions.  Is  it 
then,  after  all  this,  is  it  too  much  to  ask  of  a  British  House 
of  Parliament,  not  to  destroy  the  best  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire  by  destroying  its  navigation,  and  that  without 
the  regularity  of  an  inquiry  ?  If  you  thought  the  thing  was 
of  no  worth,  vou  ought  to  observe  more  decorum  in  the  do- 
struct  ion  of  it.  If  gentlemen  will  contend  it  is  improbable 
tli.*  privy  council  will  exercise  iiA properly  the  power  to 
be  given  to  them  by  this  bill,  I  answer  that  the  prospiect.is 
not  flattering  in  that  particular,  by  the  disregard  and  con- 
tempt which  you  have  shewn  for  the  law  already  ;  when 
you  yourselves  will  not  venture  to  define  the  use  which  you 

inlaid 
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intend  to  make  of  the  power  when  you  have  obtained  it, 
and  when  you  shew  that  you  regard  your  colonial-  system 
as  an  artificial  and  constrained  system ;  so  that,  after  this, 
there  may  be  a  total  abandonment  of  the  old  system  of  the. 
navigation  laws.  Sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  iti  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  guard  against  the  iatroduc-. 
tion  of  these  destructive  principles,  by  which  the  naviga- 
tion laws  are  threatened  with  annihilation*  and  more  parr 
ticularly  against  giving  any  person  in  the  state  the  power 
of  producing  that  effect,  the  present  moment  is  that  very 
time;  and  1  think  that  the  necessity  of  caution  is  coma-* 
dentbly  increased  by  the  very  arguments  winch  have  been 
urged  in  suppoYt  of  this  bill  to-night.  Good  God  !  Sir, 
what  has  been  the  ground  on  which  this  bill  has  been  de- 
fended ?  Ministers  are  determined,  it  seems,  to  carry  every 
thing  by  storm  ;  for  they  do  not  reason  an  the  wisdom  ob 
the  policy  of  the  bill,  but  they  recommend  it  to  this  British 
house  of  Parliament,  by  shewing  that  it  is  of  the  same  kindr 
as  other  acts  of  hostility  which  have,  at  different  times,  and 
under  different  circumstances,  been  committed  against  the 
navigation  laws  of  Great  Britain ;  so  that  the  recorrtmenda- 
tion  to  the  bill  is,  its  resemblance  to  those  measures  which 
are  hostile  to  the  navigation  laws !  I  say,  that  if  this  hill 
should  pass  into  fc  law,  a  foundation  will  have  been  laid,  by 
which  ministers  may  come  to  Parliament  with  ajiy  claim 
which  the  intoxication  of  successful  power  may  dictate  or 
suggest.  They  may  think  it  necessary  to  relinquish  the 
whole  S3'stem  of  your  naval  strength  ;  there  is  nothing 
which  may  not  be  justified  under  this  bill;  and,  if  any 
body  should  attempt  to  resist  the  extravagance  of  the  ap- 
plication, they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  hold  up  this  bill 
and  say,  "  S»e  here,  the  power  which  the  legislature  has 
confided  in  us;  we  must  have  this  measure ;  it  is  essential 
to  the  system  which  Parliament  has  delegated  to  us  in  its 
wisdom ;"  to  which,  i  know  not  what  answer  any  one  could 
make. 

Sir,  I  had  much  more  to  add,  but  after  having  trespassed 
on  the  patience  of  the  House  so  long,  I  must  pass  it  over. 
I  can  only  express  a  confident  hope  that  Parliament  (a  Bri- 
tish parliament)  will  not  hold  out  such  a  spectacle  to  the 
world  as  the  recognition  of  such  a  principle  as  this  bill  con- 
tains wonld  bev:  which  would  be  onlv  doing  thut  by  a  law 
of  your  own  which  your  enemies,  aiming  at  your  destruc- 
tion, hare  hitherto  endeavoured  in  vain  to  accomplish ;. 

Vol.  1IJ.  1805-6.  3X  who 
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who  have,' for  nWaids  of  a  century \  bben  endeavouring 
!•  'impress  upon  *fte  world  a  convict^  thart^murrfttviga- 
tiott  l:iw#are<at  War  with  the  rights,  and  hostile  to  the  in-i 
tfeit'ste  of  other  countries.  ••  I  trest  that  you*  will  not  do  for 
jtoar  eriemksjthfct  which  they  have  nt?ver  been  a*te  foac- 
ctfmptfefrftfr  thfemsebvs;  I  trust  that  you  will  not  deliver 
xtp  10  ministafs  •  the  whole  foundation- of  your  greatness ;  I 
to^  you  wlll'tnot  think  that  yon  will  triumph  by  teach- 
ing foreign  powers  to  say,  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  is 
changed';  they  have  given  up  the  system  of  their  naviga- 
tion laws,  by  ati  act  of  Parliament,  into  the  hands  of  the 
ministers,  who  now  see  it  will  not  do  for  them  any  longer 
to  maintain  that  oppressive  preponderance  by  which  they 
wete the  masters  of  the  rtcean  ;  they  have  given -up  that 
system,  and  gradually  will  it  bo  ruffered  to  die  away  under 
the  wisdom  of  a  truly  enlightened  administration,  who  will 
Hot  suffer  that  terror  and  death  to  the  hopes  of  other  na- 

.  tfons  at  sea,  the  navigation  law,  to  ^and  any  longer  in  the 
itnf  oflhose  grdat,  philosophically  pacific  arrangements 

_  whfch  they  have  formed. 

"  •■•*  Sir,  I  trust  that  a  British  Parli?mrent  will  neverenabfc 
the  enemies  of  Great.  Britain  to  "hold  out  such  language  to 
the  world  :  I  trust  that  a  British  Parliament  will  not" gird 
up  that  guardian  power,  it  possesses  over  the  interests  of  (he 
British  empire,  by  passing  a  bill  which  contains  provisions 
that  no  man  has  yet  r^een  bold  enough  to  say  lye  would  en- 
fbtct  to  their  full  extent :  I  trust  ytm  will  not  give  up  that 
system  by  which  you  have  grown  up  into  your  present 
power;  or  system  on  the  preservation  of  which  it  is  my  en- 
tire conviction,  that  not  onl  *your  prosperity,  but  your 
very  existence  entirely  depends. 

•  TktAftarrfry  -  Genera?  replwl  to  the  Master  of  the 
•Rolls,  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  contended,  that  it  went 
merely  to  place  under  the  cohtroul  of  his  Majesty  in  coun- 
cil, and  toy  law,  a  practice  which,  for  thirteen  years  past, 
had  been  uniformly  assumed  by  the  governors  of  the  West 
India  islands,  without  law,  and  Upon  the  presumplton  of 
future*  indemnity.  ^  He  contended,  also,  that  it  waj.tfe 
Tery  selfsame  principle'  of  controul  and  discretionary 
power  of  dispensing  with  the  rigour  of  the  navigation  hws 
with  reaped  to  America,  and  the  East  India  trade,  ^hich 
had  existed  in  his  Majesty  aud  the  privy  council  ever  since 
th(* conclusion  of  the  American-  wax,  and  this*  too  tinder 

•  bills  successively  "brought  in  -by  a  We  right  honoerabto 
••;■•••  ■  .    •    "  "      g&ttleman^ 
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gcntleraan,>and  supported  by  his  supporters,  without  an/ 
of  those  apprehensions  ft>*  The  safety  of-  thfc  navigation  laws, 
or  the  ruin  of  our  commerce,  our  navy,  and  out  national, 
power,  which  seemed  that  ni^ht  to  exdteso  much  clamour 
ip  the  vigilfinkgiinnliniw,  of  oar  prosperity  >$n&0a&t$ *  '  ; 

Mr.  Perceval  spokp.  jfi;oppo$tUon  to  t^g  J^ll,  tfu^l  $qjlrr 
tepd|e$,,that  neither  tlie,np^Ie  lord  whuiiitruduced,it?inor 
tliose  who  supported  it,  $vp\ty  .understood  it.: .  for  mat  JiV<J#fr 
iioi  n^e|y,  asjhfys  1> W  *ltep*U  Qp^Q  t}*e  Anfiericans 
the  adwj^i^ep  o£o)ir  n^vig^t  jon  laus,  (wi^  respect  Jtq  th** 
furnishing  our  West  IrylU  islands  yithv  provisions,,*^? 
oU^r  produce,  and  ..rriw^ c tare,  but  that  ,i£  opened  ;t be 
same  privilege  U>  ^11  neutral  4ups  of  adl  na^ns;W)Mev^»".r» 
,   3/r-  tWindhani  concaved  thai;  it  was  totf^ljf.Uftne/CGsqafijrt 
thai; .  Jiis  .Majesty,'*  minister*  should  j*i$e  seriatim  4o;an$wefl 
arguments  whicty.  had  becrj,so  jrt?p£atedjy  advanced  .and r 
overturned.    If  a  bill  of  indemnity,- ^o*v£verr{iad  bjgftv 
spoke^pf>.it  was  not,  the  tijncto:  desire. that jct>  flornct|f!jvg 
must  be  done  first,  and  when  ,tli#  timq.d^d  ^*rivp;r  ftp? 
«houjld  hope  that  the  J  louse  would  indulge  :Jbirn  so  f$ras 
to  say,  that.thej.di4  not  see  the  necessity:. of. it.  until  J&ifV 
£amden  cs^me  forward  to  ask  for  his  inde^auity  for  having; 
.pursued  a  nearly  similar  line  of  tyjpduct.  ..  •«..»; 

, , .  J/tfr.  Jivse,  again,  insisted:  Jhat  like  .present  measure;  iwwjd 
I^jv  gross  ijpffract  ion  of  the  njiyigation.laws*  ^    ;;  ,w]> 

,  T)\$  question  was  very  generally  catted   for  ^nd  jfrp, 

XfritiP dji vicjed, -     .,  ,,    ,,». 

For  the  third  reading     ....    85      »•  r|.i 

Against  it  . '    . .30,,..   :;,/ 

Majority  .    .     .     .*  — 55. 
Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  Mr.  Prinsep  brought 
up  his  promised  dau*es5  which, *afjk3i''8orne^aUeration, were 
adopted,  and  addjjd  by  way  of  a  rider  to. the  bill,  after 
which  the  bill  was  passedf/wd  was^otdered  to  tjie  Lorpfcu 

'Jhebillfo?  rc^njiifi^g  the.  rank  otMhc, officers  qfiHe 
yeoinaur/y  pmd  volunteer  xoi;ps  was  bronght,in,. read ;^,first 
t^mp,  ^nd  ordered  fq  bqlread  a  second  limr  tjbnext  da^' 
i.Wi.Wi  Smitb  gays,  mjKcetb^Jke,.  would*,  on  Friday, 
nex^move  fojr  an  acpouaU  of  ajl, offices  Ji/rikl,  by,  the  diflfef-.' 
cqt  t>n*nc%*  of  tb^.royai  faauly*  tftgettfe*  witbr  the  sala- 
ries, aris^  from  mcli..       .  ,i    •..'.,.,',.       .;        J         / 
S«j  different  grdejsfpn  the  list  went  through  their  ie- 
stages,  and  tUe  1  Jo  use  ^djouined  at.hulf  after  two  in 

the  morouigo  - 

3X2  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

I  ■ 

t 

WEDNESDAY,    JULY  9. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  appeal  u  Rennie  v:  Todd 
arid  others'*  -was  postponed  till  Friday. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  case*  of  <fc  Lttcina  v. 
Crawford  f  was  postponed  till  Friday. 

The  Irish  poor  hill,  the  Irish  spirit  duty  collection  bill, 
the  Irish  customs  bill,  and  the  assessed  taxes  allowances 
bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Alexander,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  American  intercourse  bill, 
the  Greenwich  chest  biH,  the  Greenwich  hospital  bill,  the 
Irish  revenue  bill,  the  Irish  priznge  bill,  the  Scots  distillery 
bin,  the  postage  bill,  and  the  Westminster  buildings  bilIA 
.which  were  read- a  first  time. 

*  The  Greenwich  chest  bill  and  the  Greenwich  hospital 
bitt  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Frida  v. 
;  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved  for  an  accoifirf  of  ex- 
tracts made  in  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  from  7800 
to  1906,  and  for  othet1  documents  inspecting  the  prdfljed- 
ipgs  of  that  court,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Hobhousc,  and  several  other  members  of  tb£  Fftffls* 
of  Commens,  brought  up  the  Portsmouth  and  Dbver  work* 
Kttt,  and  the  land-tax  commissioners  mistake  biH,  which 
were  read  a  first  time,  and  the  former  ordered  fob* 
printed. 
Adjourned.  • 

■    .',.■■ — 

.  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,. 

•  WEDNESDAY,  .IT71Y    9* 

IJpon  the  motion  of  Sir  A.  Wcllcsley,  that  He  deputy 
derk  of  the  crown  should  be  ordered  to  correct  the  mistake 
cotimritted  by  the  returning  officer  for  Carlos,  in  inserting 
iu  the  return  the  name  of  Arthur  instead  of  that  of  Michael 
Syiues,  the  precedent  for  a  similar  correction  ifrthe  case  of 
the  borough  of  Newton  wAs  read  by.the  clerk.  The  re* 
tirt ning  officer  for  Carlow  was  examined  at  the  bar,  and 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  baronet  was  agreed  to. 
"  U  poor  the  motion  .of -ftfr.  C.  Wynne  a  new  writ  was  .or- 
dered for  Buckingham,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  Tho- 

mas 
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pws^Grenvillc,  who  has  accepted  the  office  of  president  of 
the  board  of  controuK  \  .  : 

The  committee  upon  Simpson's  divorce  bill  was  postpon- 
ed till  Tuesday.  ' 
,   Mr.  II,  Combe  brought  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  ad&tion&l 
force  act  for  London.     Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
reail  9  sewnd  time?  on  Friday.                           .'«'.. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  bilk  for  reducing  the  bounty 
payable  on  the  exportation  of  refined  sugars  and  loaf  from 
Great  Britain,  for  warehousing  goods  without  payment  of 
duty,  for  permitting  the  importation  of  French  times 
from  Ireland  in  bottles  or  flasks,  duty  free,  under  pertain 
restrictions,  for  granting  an  additional  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  silk,  manufactures  from  Great  Britain,  foif  al- 
lowing certain  articles  to  be  exported  from  Gibraltar  $nd 
Malta  to  our  North  American  colonies,  for  the  better  pre- 
venting the  forgery  of  stamps,  for  extending  the.  time  of 
purchasing, certain  quays  and  wharfs  in  London  ,:fbr  inquir- 
ing into  the  statQ  and  boundaries  of  Wind  sot  fbicst,iii  or- 
der to  ascertain  whether  any  encroachments  have  beeu  made 
therein,  for  allowing  the  importation  Of  ship-tuhber  from 
our  North  American  colonies,  for  repealing  so  mnchof  an 
act  of  James  the  Second,  as  prohibits  the  importation  into 
Gnat  Britain  of  gunpowder,  arms,  and  ammunition* 
manufactured  in  Ireland,  for  allowing  raisins,  Currants,  ana 
figs,  to  be  exported  from  Great  Britain,  duty  ffce,  under 
certain  circumstances.  These  bills  were  severally  read  & 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day  5 
as  was  a  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Newport  for  further 
continuing  a  certain  act  for  regulating  the  duties  and  draw* 
backs  .payable  in  1  reland  • 

The  London  and  Westminster  inland  navigation  coal 
bill,  the  land-tax  commissioner*'  name  mistake  bill,  and 
the  ordnance  land  bill,  jwere. read  a  third  time  mid  passed  t 

Colonel  Wood  complained  of  what  lie  dalled  the  proei* 

fitate  manner  in  which  the  latter  bill,  which  ftppeatvid  to 
im  of  great  importance,  was  passed  through  the  I  louse 
Without  a  single  remark  apon  it.  ■■  ■.•"•«■  ... 

Mr.  Vantfttart  said  that  it  went  through  thewgular 
stages.  r '*      '  /••*.•• 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  bill  having  puss*);  no 
conversation  could  now  be  permitted  to  takeptaifc  upon  it. 
At  the  same  time  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  thfct  the  bitt  had 

regularly 
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regularly  gone  through  theHouse*  and  also  regularly  beed 
mentioned  in  the  orders. 

*  The  malt  bill,  the  crown  lands  bill,  the  excise  upon  IrUh 
hops?  window  glass,  and  tiles  bill,  the  innkeepers1  allowance 
bill,  and  the  masters  in  chancery  additional  allowance  hill, 
were  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the 
next  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  first,  which  was  Order* 
td  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

ROYAL  FAMILY  ANNUITY  BILL. 

.  Mr.  Yansif  tart  brought  in  a  bill  for  granting  additional 
annuities  lo  the  yonngcr  branches  of  the  royal  family,:  &£• 
-  Colonel  Wood  said  he  took  great  shame  to  himself  that  be 
had  not,  by  attending  bis  duty  on  a  former  evening,  had  an 
opportunity  of  stating  his  sentiments  upon  this  subject 
when  it  was  originally  brought  forward.  That  such  a  pro* 
position  should  have  been  submitted  to;  Parliament.. under 
tlie  present  circumstances  of  the  country,'  and  particularly 
by  tue  noble  lord  so  distinguished  for  the  profession  of  eco- 
nomy, was  to  him,  he  confessed,  no  less  a  matter.of  regret 
than  of  astonishment.  The  House  in  general,  indeed,-  must 
have  been  taken  by  surprise  in  this-procceding,  for  nothing 
had,  he  ventured  to  6ay,  ever  been  brought  before  Parli* 
ament  in  a  similar  manner.  He  begged  the  House  to  recpb 
lect  that  the  noble  lord  had,  in  the  first  instance,  introduced 
this  measure  to  the  House  as  a  bill  merely  to  rectify  a  mist 
lake  in  rt  former  act,  but  immediately  afterwards  comes, a 
proposition  to  make  a  considerable  increase  In  tljc  salaries 
allowed  to  the  jjiuior  branches  of  the  royal  faroil^y  recora* 
mended  bv  a  message  from  his  Majesty.  .Whej>  tbositu? 
ation  of  the  country  was  taken  into  viewri  when  it  was  cant 
tidered' that  the  income  tax  was  raisod  to.  ten  per  *aent, 
that  .several  persons  of  a  certain  rank  in  life  paid  Yi\  per 
cent,  and  that,  indeed,  most  people  paid  no  less  in  publift 
contributiohs  than  fifty  p«r  cent,  of  their  whole  revenue, 
the  country  must  be  amazed  to  hear  of  this  bill.  For  the 
ilbistrious  personages  who  were  the  objects  of  tbis  bill, ,  he 
professed  the  utmost  respect,  and  he  would  be  very  ready  la 
pdy  his  oifcn  proportion  of  any  contribution  that  might  h£ 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  their  splendour  ana  hap* 
phiess.  If  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  alone  called  upon 
for  a  contribution  of  this  nature,  he  would  most  cheerfully 
assent  to  it ;  but,  feeling  for  the  people,  who  were  already 
%6  bdrncxldAvn,  he  could  not  consent  to*incrcasfc  their  bur- 
thens, 
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thens,  particularly  upon  such  grounds 'as  were  stated  by 
the  noble  mover  of  this  bill.    That  noble  lord: dwelt  upon 
the  depreciation  of  money,  and  the  enhancement1  of  pro- 
visions, •which  so  ihucli  affected  other  people,  te  ft  reason 
for  this  bill,  but  he  took  ho  notice  of  this  fiict,  that  the 
royal  persons  to  whom  fhis  bill  referred  were  quite  exempt 
from  the  taxes  which  so  materihlly  operated  'ujkm "others, 
and  that  the  ftmount  of  such:  exemption  formed'  a  cdosftler* 
able  virtual  addition  to  their  salaries ;   and  afeoj  thiit  £ach 
of  them  possessed  either  a.civil  or  military  office,  or  both, 
yielding,  in  general;  not  less  than  four  or  five  thousand 
pounds  a  year.     If,  therefore,  the  situation  of  these  distin-' 
gursbed  persons  were  compared  to  that  of  flic' nobility  of 
the  country,  who  paid  taxes,  how  much  would  the  revenue, 
of  the  former  pTOve  to  be  superior  ;  and  yet  to  this  revenue 
the  noble  lora  proposed  to  add  one-third,  which,  by  the 
bi",  upon  further  explanation,  appeared  to  be  one-half. 
The  honpurablc  ofTicer  expressed  his  regret  that  the  nobl£* 
I&rd  to  whdm  lie  alluded  should  not  have  been  present,  to 
Itear  those  observations  which  a  sense  of  duty  urged  him  to 
offer,  and  which  he  did  not  mean  to  address  with  arfy  feet* 
in*  of  opposition  to  the  right  bon.  secre/ary,  to  whom  he 
did  not  mean  to  impute  the  slightest  blame..  For  that  right' 
honourable  secretary  was  dbirig  riothing  more  than  bis  duty.- 
But.  upon  the  first  occasiou  that  should  occur  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  noble  lord  who  mov  d  this  bill,  he  would  Niter 
further- into  Hie  subject,  and  fatly  state  his  protest  against 
jufch  improvident  waste  of  the  public  money. 

Lord  Temple  had  no  doubt  that  the  honourable  gentle*  • 
man  acted  from  fci»  conception  of  public  duty ;  but* he  » 
could  Wish  that  at  least  the  honourable  gentleman  could" 
IrtTO  reconciled  with  that  conception  of  duty,   to  postpone* 
his  observations  until  his  noble  friend,  to  whom  they  were 
more  particularly  addressed  J  shpnld  be  present  to  hear  then*. 
Had  the  honourable  gehtlrondt/f  been  iu  the  House  to  hear ' 
the  arguments  of  his  noble  friend  on  a  former  evening, ' 
most  probably  th£  Objections  which  he  urged  on  that  eVen% 
jng  wdtild  hetfer  have  been  Marled,     If,  in  addition,  the' 
honouVabTe 'gentleman  had  been  a  Ware  of  that  which  was1 
jmenfioned  only,  the  preceding  njght,  lmiHcly,' that  the  cs4»   - 
tJtbllsblticnts' of  tables,  coals,  candles,  &c.  heretofore  allow-* 
ed  to  the  princes,  was  to  be  withdrawn,  and  which ;esta(>-* 
Jishment  was  nearly  eqtiivileiitio  the  proposed  ■augmenta-! 
^ion,  tlie  honourable  niember  would  have  been,-  perhaps,  * 
•       '       •'•  ■-  '    '  3  still 
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fit  ill  less  disposed  1o  resist  this  bill.  The  noble  lord  waa 
persuaded,  that  evenr  just  reflecting  man  roust  feel  that  ait 
adequate  increase  of  allowance  should  be  granted  to  the 
members  of  the  royal  family,  at  a  time  when  the  salaries  of 
even  the  subordinate  clerks  in  the  public  offices  were  gene- 
Tally  augmented  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  money 
and  the  enhancement  of  provisions,  which  formed  the 
grounds  upon  which  this  bill  professed  to  rest. 

Colonel  Wood  rose  to  reply,  but  the  Speaker  said  he  was 
not  possessed  of  such  a  right. 

Sir  William  El  ford  supported  the  bill.  But  he  disclaim* 
ed  doing  so  from  any  wish  to  couft  the  illustrious  persons  to 
whom  it  referred ;  not  one  of  whom  had  he  the  nonour  of 
knowing  or  being  known  to.  From  a  sense,  alone,  of  pub- 
lic duty,  and  a  wish  to  sustain  the  honour  of  the  monarchy, 
was  he  induced  to  vote  for  this  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
lead  a  second  time  the  next  day.  , 

The  quarantine  bill,  the  oil  of  vitriol  bounty  bill,  and 
the  insolvent  debtors'  bill  were  reported.  The  two  former 
wiere  ordered  to  he  read  a  third  time  the  next  day* 

Sir  M'illiam  Elford  said,  that  understanding  the  insol- 
vent* debtors'  bill  was  to  be  re-committed,  he  wished  to  have 
it  rc-coramittcd  to  a  committee  above  stairs,  in  order  to 
save  time,  the  honourable  baronet  adding  that  he  had  some 
new  clauses  to  propose. 

The  Speaker  suggesting  that  such  was  usual  in  bills  of 
this  description,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee  above 
stairs. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple,  that  the  House  should 
the  next  day  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider  of 
the  penalties  imposed  by  certain  acts  upon engrossing  and 
forestall  ins:  bark  and  hides, 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fellowes,  the  consideration 
of  certain  other  penalties,  relative  to  the  same  habits,  was 
ordered  in  the  said  committee^ 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  tlie  message  from  the 
Lords  respecting  Lord  Teign mouth,  was'farther  consider* 
ed,  agreed  1o,  and  an  answer  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Lords 
conformable  therefo. 

The  lottery  bill  was  read  a  vsreond  time,  and  committed 
for  Friday.  i 

The  Newfoundland  bourtty  bill,  and  the  sugar  drawback 
and  bounty  bill,  severally  went  thrpugh  a  committor^  and 
the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

L'pon 
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Upon  the  teport  of  flic  committee  relative  to  the  woollen 
manufactures  being"  takt*n  into  farther  consideration,  and 
agreed  to, 

•  Lord  Temple  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  this 
subject ;  but  stated  that,  from  the  way  in  which  the  com- 
mittee had  taken  it  up,  it  was  impossible  to  do  any  tiling 
further  in  the  business  Until  next  session,  and,  in  the  in- 
terim, all  parties  interested  would  have  ample  opportunity 
of  considering  the  subject.  He  wished,  however,  that  the 
intention  of  the  House  should  be  intimated  to  these  parties, 
by  having  leave  given  to  bring  in  the  bill .  Leave  was  given 
accordingly. 

The  House  resolved  into  a  committed  upon  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot's  debts  bill. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  proposed  clauses  to  empower  the  coni- 
fttLftioners  under1  this  bill  to  apprehend  persons  reftishig  to 
attend,  and  to  commit  persons  refusing  to  answer  questions ; 
also  to  order  the  commissioners  to  make  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings to  Parliament  at  least  twenty-one  days  after  the 
meeting  of  the  session,  and  from  time  to  time  afterwards', 
such  reports  to  comprehend  lists  of  the  claims  preferred^ 
and  of  the  decisions' provisionally  or  absolutely  made  there- 
on, together  with  a-  statement  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
such  decisions  were  made. 

-  After  some  conversation  between  Mv.  Perceval,  Mr. 
Windham,  Lortl  Horny  Petty,  Mr.  Pauil,  Mr.  Grant, 
and  Mr.  W.  Keene,  these  amendments  were  agreed  to.  Tlifc 
House  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  btdught 
up  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Moore  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Hioiise  to  th6  subject  of  the  calico-printers.  Th'i 
evidence  to  which  his  motion  would  refer' had  now  lain4  be- 
fore the  House  tor' a  considerable  time,  withoutWy  report 
being  made  upon  it,  and  this  could  not  be  considered  by 
any  means  lair  towards,  any  .of  the  parties  concerned,  l/nt 
particularly  towards  the  petitioners,  who  hitd  toeeYilor  rfi&ny 
years'xipplying  to  Parliament  for  redress.  Tlt'ir  c\$e  wis 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  call  for  a  satisfactory  decision,  arid 
be  felt  encouraged  to  persevere  in  his  exertions  to  obtain  it, 
from  the  result  of  the  investigation  respecting  the  wootkn 
manufactures  which  the  House  hoc}' heard  that  d&y,  attd 
which  he  had  never  relaxed  his  endea lours  "to 'product. 
While  the  parties  in  that  case  were  left  i/»  sifcj>ense,  the  de- 
termination of  their  business  being  long  postponed,  great 
distress  prevailed  among  them  ;  and  such  must  naturally  be 
Vol.  III.  ISOj-6.  3  Y  expected 
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f  xpec*ed  to  arise  among  the  parties  in  this  instance  also,  if 
the  House  declined  ir.uch  longer  to  decide  upon  the  object 
of  their  application.  He  did  not  mean  to  propose  that  the 
House  should  come  to  a  final  decision  upon  the  subject  in 
the  course  of  the  present  session,  but  merely  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee,  who  would  not,  he  ventured  to  state,  require 
more  than  one  honrVdeltberntion  to  determine  upon  it,  in 
such  a  way  a*  should  satisfy  the  parties,  and  form  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  arrangement,  which  he  pledged  himself  to 
bring  forward  early  in  the  next  te*ion. 

Colonel  Stanley  was  glad  to  understand  that  it  was  not 
the  honourable  gentleman's  intention  to  propose  any  legist 
lathe  provision  in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  as  the 
attendance  wns  so  thin  from  the  northern  part  of  the  country, 
to  vhich  this  business  was  so  particularly  interesting. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
sit  the  next  day. 

General  Fitzpatrick  laid  on  the  table  the  estimates  for  ao% 
ditional  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  to  move  resolutions  grounded  upon  those  esti- 
mates, in  the  committee  of  supply,  on  Friday.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  thought  it  proper  toinform  the  House 
that  it  was  not  proposed  to  extend  the  increased  pay  to  a 
certain  rank  or  officers  in  the  militia,  who,  for  obvious 
reasons,  stood  in  need  of  no  such  addition,  it  was  there- 
fore meant,  as  there  was  a  clause  in  the  militia  act,  extend- 
ing the  same  pay  to  that  body  as  was  received  by  the  regu- 
lar army,  to  prepare  a  short  bill,  which  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Windham)  would  move  for  the  next  day,  and 
the  object  of  which  would  be  to  amend  that  clause  so  as  that 
it  should  not  interfere  with  the  resolutions  which  he  should 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  committee  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Windham  gave  notice  of  bis  intention  to  make  the 
next  day  the  motion  referred  to  by  his  right  honourable 
friend. 

Mr.  Huskisjson  asked  to  what  degree  the  proposed  augt 
nientation  was  to  be  carried,  and  to  what  class  of  officers 
extended  ? 

General  Fitzpatrick  replied  that  the  augmentation  was  to 
extend  to  all  ranks  in  the  regular  army,  but  to  none  above 
subalterns  in  the  militia.  He  felt  that  it  would  be  incon- 
yenient  to  go  into  eacfi  article  of  augmentation  at  present. 

fheSpeaker  observed,  that  there  being  no  question  before 

tha 
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the  House,  such  statement  could  not  be  regularly  gone  into, 
at  least  without  creating  a  debate. 

Mr.  Huskissongavg  notice  of  his  intention  to  move,  on 
Friday,  certain  resolutions  respecting  the  revenue  and  ex* 
penditure  of  the'  country.  These  resolutions,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  added/would  not  be  of  the  same  nature  with 
those  which  had  been  annually  submitted  to  the  House  for 
some  years  back,  but  would  relate  rather  to  the  mode  of 
making  up  the  public  accounts. 

The  accountant-general's  bill  was  committed.  Report 
tic  next  day. 

The  Irish  post  road  bill  was  read  a  first  and  ordered  to  be 
lead  a  second  time  the  next  day* 

The  bankrupt  laws  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed* 

The  papers  presented  by  the  secretary  at  war  were  or* 
dered  to  be  printed. 

SUPPLIES. 

jLord  ittnry  PtUy  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into 
a  committee  of  supply,  and  that  there  should  be  instruc- 
tions to  the  committee  to  make  compensation  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  naval  inquiry,  and  to  make  some  allowance  to  the 
commissioners  of  military  inquiry,-  and  that  the  Veterinary 
College  petition,  and  Bell  Rock  report,  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee. s  Ordered. 

In  the  committee  Lord  Henry  tctfy  stated,  that  the  first 
resolution  which  he  should  have  to  propose  was  one  respect- 
ing an  increased  allowance  to  the  Princess  Sophia  of  Glou- 
cester, founded  on  the  particular  circumstances  of  her  case* 
The  other  Princesses  had  not  lost  their  parents,  and  had  the 
benefit  of  survivorships,  which  was  not  the  case  with  her* 
Instead  therefore  of  4,000/.  annually,  which  had  bail 
voted  before,  he  would  now  move  that  an  allowance  of 
5*000/.  a  year  should  be  made  to  the  Princess  Sophia  of 
Gloucester,  in  lieu  of  4,000/.  which  had  been  charged  on 
the  aggregate  fund  ;  and  also  an  additional  allowance  of 
£,000/.  to  commence  from  the  death  of  her  mother  the 
Duchess  of  Gloucester.    Agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  which  he  had  to  pfdpose  was  a  com* 
pensation  to  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  who  h  id 
drawn  near  to  the  close  of  their  labours.  '1  his,  no  doubt* 
-would  be  granted  with  pleasure  by  every  member  of  the 
House.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  sum  of  26,50i;/. 
should  be  granted  to  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry. 
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as  a  recompence  for  the  diligence  and  ability  with  which 
they  had  uischarged  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  this  sum  shouldbe  paid  without  any  fee  or 
deduction  whatever.     Ordered. 

lie  next  moved  that  10,500/.  should  be  granted  on  ac- 
count to  the  commissioners  of  military  inquiry  ;  and  that 
this  should  be  paid  without  ajiy  fee  or  deduction. 

Mr.  Pautt  agreed  most  cordially  in  the  grant  that  had 
been  made  to  the  naval  commissioner- ;  but  as  to  the  pre- 
sent resolution,  he  thought  that  we  ought  to  see  a  little  more 
of  the  labours  of  the  military  commissioners  before  such  a 
sum  was  voted  foi  them.  As  yet  they  had  done  nothing  to 
deserve  it.  But  he  would  not  insist  on  the  objection  if  the 
noble  lorcl  was  resolved  to  carry  his  motion. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said  that  t)ie  sum  was  different  froin^ 
that  granted  to  the  naval  commissioners,  and  the  sum  .was 
only  granted  oh  account.  He  agreed  that  we  had  not  equal 
experience  of  J  heir  services,  nor  could  we  as  yet ;  but  as 
nobody  could  say  that  they  had  not  done  their  duty  satis- 
factorily, it  was  reasonable  to  grant  this  sum  on  account.  " 
Besides,  the  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgot 
that  they  had  already  presented  a  laborious  report  to  the  *• 
House,  stating  a  particular  abuse,  and  he  was  happy  to* 
have  it  to  state  to  the  House  and  the  public,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  discovery  which  tljiey  had  made,  and  the* 
steps  taken  upon  it,  governmeni  vrte  in  possession  of  security 
for  the  balance  due  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Windham  said  that  the  principle  upon  which  the 
honourable  gentleman's  argunjent  seemed  \o  proceed  was,  ' 
<6Cno  abuse,  no  pay."  Were  the  commissioners  to  be  paid 
only  in  case  they  discovered  abuses  ?  It  was  rather  to  be  * 
wished  that  they  should  have  nothing todiscover  in  this  way. 
.  Mr.  Huskisson  stated,  that  commissioners  had  applied 
to  the  late  government,  and  that  it  had  been  deemed  expe- 
dient to  make  them  some  allowance  on  account.  In  com- 
missions  of  long  continuance  this  would  be,  in  general,  abn 
solutely  necessary. 

Mr.  S.  Lc  Fevre  supported  the  resolution  from  the  know- 
leOge  that  he  himself  had  of  some  of  the  commissioners, 
and  his  observation  of  the  diligence  with  which  they  did 
tteir  duty.  He' suggested  to  the  noble  lord  whether  some 
allowance  should  not  be  made  to  a  meritorious  set  of  com- 
missioners, he  meant  those  for  investigating  the  claims  on 
tlie  New  Forest  ?  '  ' 

5  Lord 
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Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  that  this  had  not  as  yet  particu-. 
lnciy  engaged  the  .attention  of  government,  but  that  the 
suggestion  would  be  attended  to. 

'  Mr.  Tt/r&hilt  Jones  considered  tliis  was  rather  an  un- 
precedented mode  of  granting  compensation,  lie  thought 
thixt  it  ought  not  to  be  established  as  a  precedent  .that  al- 
lowances should  be  given  on  account,  otherwise  account 
would  go  on  on  account ;  and  this  was  the  mode  in  which 
the  450  millions  of  unauditcdjaccounts  had  been  raised* 
.  Mr.  Paull  stated,  that  no  compensation  had  beeri  made 
by  the  late  government  to  the  commissioners  of  naval  in- 
quiry, and  he  thought  no  allowance  ought  to  be  rade  to 
the  present  commissioners  till  their  labours  drew  to  a  period. 
Mr.  J  Vindhum  .observed,  that  it  might  be  a  com  mission 
that  could  not  go  on  without  some  allowance  in  the  mean 
time  ;  aud  if,  in  every  case,  we  were  to  wait  till  the  close 
of  their  labours,  we  could  not  know  what  bad  cfleets  this 
might  have  on  such  labours. 

Mr.  Burton  observed,  that  after  the  two  first  years  of  the 
labours  of  that  deserving  set  of  commissioners  which  had 
been  appointed  some  time  ago  to  investigate  the  public  ac- 
counts, compensation  had  been  annually  allowed  them  for 
the  services  of  the  preceding  year.  This  was  a  precedent 
for  money  on  account,  though  the  other  mode  was  the 
more  common. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Windham -proposed  that  1,500/.  should  be  granted 
to  the  Veterinary  College.     Ordered. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  stated,  that  the  commissioners  of  tha 
Northern  light-houses  had  a  fund  of  30,000/.  which  they 
could  not  immediately  use,  but  which  they  would  pledge 
to  the  public  as  security  for  the  sum  necessary  to  erect  a 
light-house  on  the  Bell  rock.  He  therefore  moved  that 
25,000/.  be  granted  to  these  commissioners  for  the  above 
purpose,  and  on  the  above  security.  Ordered.  Report 
the  next  day. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  Brll  rock 
report,  where  the  same  sum  of  96,000/.  was  votcd^  Re- 
port the  next  day. 

'  Mr.  Windham  moved  the  second  readinsr  of  tha  volun- 
teef  officers  bill. 

:  Alderman  Combe  wished  to  be  informed  by  the  right 

hopojirablc  secretary  whether  this  bill  was  to  affect  the  rank- 

nbwheld  by<ttl0:*dbaiid  lieut^rtaut-coloncls,  ox  only  such 

v    *  whose 
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whose  services  may  be  accepted  from  this  time  t  On  being 
answered  that  its  operation  would  be  upon  present  com- 
mandants, he  said  he  objected  to  it,  because  it  went  to  de» 
grade  officers,  without  any  reason  being  given  for  it.  Had 
it  at  first  been  proposed  that  majors  in  the  line,  or  in  the 
militia,  were  to  take  the  command  of  lieutenant^colonels 
and  colonels  in  volunteers,  he  did  not  think  that  any  objec- 
tion would  have  been  made,  because  he  really  believed  that 
those  who  accepted  such  commissions  did  it  from  public 
spirit ;  that  it  was  not  from  a  desire  to  obtain  military  rank, 
but  from  a  disposition  to  do  suit  and  service  in  any 
way  that  might  be  useful  to  their  country  ;  but  as  the  Le- 
gislature at  that  time  thought  it  proper  to  give  them  equal, 
though  junior  rank,  with  the  other  forces,  he  thought  that 
then  to  deprive  them  of  what  they  held  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, without  any  just  cause  being  assigned  for  it,  would 
disgust  as  well  as  degrade  them,  and,  therefore,  he  should 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Perceval  asked,  whether  the  regulation  was  to  extend 
to  the  militia,  so  that  no  militia  officer  should  command  a 
major  in  the  regulars  ? 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  it  did  not  extend  to  the  militia. 
They  were  a  more  regular  body,  and  were  often  command" 
ed  by  old  officers. 

Mr.  Perceval  contended;  that  there  was  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  regular  officers  in  the  volunteers  than  in  the  militia. 

Mr.  Holt  Lee  asked,  whether  this  regulation  was  to  take 
place  immediately  or  on  all  occasion^,  or  only  when  the 
volunteers  joined  (he  regular  army  ? 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  it  was  only  when  they  joined 
the  regular  army. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  quit  rent  bill  was  committed.  Report  the  next 
day. 

AUDITORS9  BILL. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved,  that  the  auditors9  bill  should 
be  committed. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt  Jones  protested  against  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  which  he  conceived  to  have  for  its  basis  the  passing  of 
the  accounts  of  the  enormous  sum  of  450  millions,  without 
insisting  upou  the  production  of  the  vouchers. 

Mr,  Hose  then  entered  upon  a  detailed  statement  of  Urt 

accounts, 
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accounts,  and  contended  that  instead  of  the  450  millions 
mentioned  so  pompously  by  the  noble  lord,  only  about 
twenty-one  millions  remained  to  be  really  and  bona  fid* 
audited,  The  others  only  required  a*  formal  auditing.  He 
had  been -informed  by  a  noble  friend  of  his,  that  to  the 
utmost  parts  of  the  north  people  had  been  astonished  at 
the  neglect  of  the  late  government,  owing  to  the  noble 
lord's  speech.  He  contended  J  hat  it  .would  be  much  bet- 
ter not  to  pass  this  bill  this  session,  but  to  try  what  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  inspectors  could  do  on  the  old  plan.  He 
contended  that  the  business  might  thus  be  carried  on  much 
more  speedily,  and  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  this  ad- 
ditional expence  to  the  public.  He  took  occasion  to  com- 
pliment his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  for  (he 
mode  in  which  he  had  caused  the  accounts  to  be  managed 
while  our  army  was  on  the  continent  at  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war  with  France. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  defended  the  present  bill,  as  it  laid 
the  duty  on  the  commissioners,  instead  of  upon  the  inspect- 
ors, on  whom  the  greater  part  fell  by  the  late  plan.  He 
also  adverted  to  the  advantages  of  the  new  provision  for  di« 
,  viding  the  commission  into  branches,  and  classifying  the 
accounts.  He  read  a  letter  from  the  auditors  of  public  ac- 
counts themselves,  written  to  the  treasury  in  1800,  point- 
ing out  the  necessity  of  auditing,  at  their  office,  the  bank 
and  navy  accounts,  and  such  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman contended  wanted  only  a  formal  auditing.  He  also 
read  a  letter  from  them,  written  in  June,  stating  the  neces- 
sity of  assistance,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  auditing  of  the 
accounts.  He  therefore  contended,  that,  in  every  point  of 
view,  such  a  measure  as  this  was  highly  desirable,  and  even 
pecessary. 

Mr.  Rose  and  Lord  Henry  Petty  mutually  explained. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Huskis"on,  the  House  went 
info  a  committee,  when  Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  that  the 
blank,  as  to  the  number  of  commissioners,  should  be  filled 
.up  with  the  word  ten. 

Mr.  Perceval  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  word 
six  be  substituted  in  its  place. 

On  this  a  long  conversation  took  place,  when  Mr.  Ffer- 
eeval's  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on  the  other  clauses,  iii 
which  the  blanks  were  filled  up.  The  House  then  resumed, 
and  tl^e  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The 
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.  The  Scots  forfeited  estates,  the  Scots  escbeqfier chamber* . 
anil  the  Bell  rock  light-house  bills,  weio  read  a  second 
time?  »«d  the  committee  fixed  for  the  next  day* 

SovckiI  other  bills  were  forwarded  through  their  respec- 
tive stages. 

The  committee  on  the  land  tax  redemption  biU  was  put  - 
off  till  Friday. 

The  other  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JULY    10. 

The  Irish  roads  bill,  the  Irish  peerage  bill,  the  Irish  re«. 
venue  bill,  the  land  tax  commissioner^'  mistake  hill,  and 
the  postage  bill,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  the  next  cb*T, 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  took  the  oaf  lis  and  his  seat. 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  bill  for  allowing  the  conwr- ' 
mice  of  a  certain  quantity  of  coals  to  London  by  the  Pad*^ 
dbigton  canal, 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said  a  few  words  in  favour  of  tins 
mode  of  supplying  the  metropolis  with  coals,  which  lit 
thought  did  not  go  far  enough.  If  an  unlimited  supply  ?>y 
the  Paddihgton  canal  were  allowed,  it  would  tend  ma- 
terially to  decrease  the  price  of  coals  in  the  ix>ndm 
market.  *  ♦ 

Lord  Eldon  observed  that  there  beiug  no  duty  on  the' 
coals  by  the  Paddington  canal,  and  a  very -heavy  duty  onr< 
the  Newcastle  coals,  if  the  former  were  allowed  to  be  . 
brought  liere  without  limitation,  they  would,  drive  the  lat<*' 
tor  out  of  the  market,  and  thereby  destroy  the  nursery  oft 
those  seamen  to  whom  we  were  indebted. for  so  many' 
victories.  j 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the; 
next  day. 

In  the  case  of c<  Lucina  v.  Crawford,"  Lord  Eldon,  Lord  * 
EUenborongh,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  concurred  in  the* 
opinion  that  a  venire  facias  de  novo  ought  to  issue,  in  order* 
that  the  cause  might  be  again  tried  in  the  Court  of  King *i , 
Bench.  The  further  consideration  of  the  cause  was  post- 
poned till  the  next  day. 

-  On  the  second  reading  of  the  slave-ship  restriction:  biH, 
Mr.  Pluraer  and  Mr.  Scarlet  were  heard  iu  behalf  of  the 

ibland 
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Island  of  Jamaica,  and  also  of  certain  merchants  and 
planters  who  had  petitioned  against  the  bill.  They  objected 
toil  on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  attempt  to  abolish  tb£ 
slave  trade  by  a  side  wind.  They  also  urged  several  object 
tions  against  the  clauses  of  the  bill,  and  submitted, 
that  if  it  was  determined  to  pass  the  bill,  k  would  be 
more  expedient  that  it'  should  continue  for  one  thap  foe 
two  years.  •--•"* 

Mr.  Planner  expressed  a  wish  to  be  allowed  tocatl.evi* 
dence  in  support  of  the  allegations  of  the  petitions.  This 
■was  objected  to  by  Lord  Grcnville  and  the^  Bishop  of  St* 
Asaph r  and  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  ft 
^ras  over-ruled  by  the  House. 

Counsel  having  finally  withdrawn,  Lord  Grenvill? 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Tpes* 
day. 

The  American  intercourse  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
•econd  time  the  next  day. 

The  militia  ballot  bill,  and  the  training  bill,  were  read  a 
tecond  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

Adjourned. 
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Mr.  Daley,  for<2alwayj  and  Mr.  8 jmes  for  €arIow,  tobK 
me  oaths  and  their  seats.  '    ^ 

Lord  W.  Russell  brought  up  *  bill  for  ornamenting 
lite  centre*  of  Bloorasbury  square.  Read  a  first  time,  afta 
ottiered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Aldetraan  Combe  brought  up  the  report  of  the  London 
dock  compensation  bill,  which  "was  received. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  -chief  secretary  in  Ire- 
land, presented  an  account  of  the  sums  expendea  for  the 
Improvement  of  the  port  of  Dublin,  and  on  the  Irish:  ill* 
land  navigation.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

The  committees  ott  Lord  Nelson's  annuity  biff,  an* 
the  woods  and  forest*  bill,  were  postponed  till  the  next 
day. 

The  Irish  quit  rents  bill  was  reported;  and  ordered  to  "be 
read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 
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The  accountant-general's  bill  was  reported,  andre-conv- 
ffifttld.     Report  tWnext  dniy. 

0  Tbfc  Irish  revenue  continuation  bill,  the  sugar  bounty 
IWl^'tto  warehousing  bill,  the  French  wine  bill,  and  the 
tfttlfcronty  bill,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
fee  ^otnmitted  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  militia  service  bill  was  committed.  Report 
tfte'helt  dny .   * 

The  masters  in  chancery  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 
;    The*innkepers'  allowance  bill  was  committed.     Report 
the  next  day. 

-  *  The  militia  trade  and  excise  laws  amendment  bills  were 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  nert 
Bay. 

MIUttA  PA*. 

Mr.  Windham  moved,  that  the  act  of  the  S2d  of  the 
Ktu£,.  placing  the  regular  army  and  the  militia  on  the  same 
footing  as  to  pay,  shoutd  be  entered  as  read,  which  being 
done,  lie  niovqd  for  .leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  one  independaut  of  the 
other  in  certain  cases.  It  was  intended  here  that  the  in- 
crease of  pay  should  extend  only  to  the  subalterns  of 
militia.  r' 

Sir  fV.Efford  expressed  his  astonishment  at  thettiotion. 
.When  notice  was  given  of  the  intention  to  increase  the  pay 
~4>f  the  army  In  the  same  manner  as  that  of  the  navy,  he  Bad 
not  heard  a  word  of  excluding  any  part  of  the  militia> 
He  always. understood  that  both,  as  to  pay,  were  to. stand 
on  the  same  footing,  and  that  the  same  proportions  were 
to  exist  between  the  allowances  of  the  different  officers, 

J 'his  was  the  most  unfounded  measure  that  he  had  ever 
eard  of.     The  principle  on  which  it  rested  was  a  moS| 
9  trance  one.     It  was,  that  because  militia  officers  above  a 
certain  rank  had  private  fortunes,  they  were  not,  therefore 
Jto.  be  paid  for  their  services.    How  would  This  apply  to 
.other  cases  ?    Those  who  held  the  great  offices  of '  stat* 
might  be  deprived  of  their  salaries  on  the  same  principle* 
-  tTup  Duke  of  Bedford  had  certainty  a  large  private  fortune, 
hut  was  h6  therefore  deprived  of  his  salary  as  Loitf  Lieute* 
,'nant  of  Ireland  ?  Besides,  many  of  the  captains  in  the  mili- 
'  (Ja  were  men^of  very  moderate,  fortunes.    In  hi$  own  case, 
'•'  his  contribution  to  the  mes>s  aijd  the  rent  of  his  house  swal* 
'\ "  -      :  loiied 
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lowed  up  his  whole  pay.  But  by  his  services,  he  wis  Jiw 
aMed  from  paying  the  proper  attention  to  bia  private 
affairs,  and  this  was  the  case  .with  many  .others,.'  Wat 
they  to  receive  no  compensation  for  all  this  i  He  ib^oumt 
the  exclusion  most .  unfounded  and  most  uncoasUtu* 
tional. 

Colonel  Wood  observed,  that  officers  above  the  raukpf 
subaltern*  had  property  which  officers  in  the  arwy.jp^ght 
not  have,  and  therefore  they  certainly  had  not  the  same 
rlaim  of  necessity  ;  of  course  the  observations  now.  made 
wre  not  altogether  in  point.  : 

Mr.  Perceval  could  not  agree  in  the  principle  of  the 
bili>  a3  far  as  it  could  He  understood  at  present,  for  it  ap* 
peared  to  him  that  it  would  go  the  length  of  depriving  the 
militia  officers  above  the  rank  of  subalterns  of  their  pay 
altogether.     Leave  was  then  given.  >, 

Tne  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  bill,  which  Was 

read  a  first  time.     On   the  motion  for  the  second  Teiif- 

,ing,  '  ~    V'V 

.    Sir  William  Elf  >rd  protested  against  the  principle  of  t!jb 

bill,  which  would  give  a  death-blow  to  the  militia. 

.  The  Secretary  di  War  said,  that  the  notice  which  fife 

had  given  was,  that  an  increase  of  pay  should  be  givek 

only  to  officers  of  a  particular  rank,  and  in  certain  cases, 

as  it  was  expressed  in  the  bill.    This  was  not  exactly  jl 

measure   for  a  general   increase  of  pay,    therefore   the 

honourable  Baronet  might  as  well  complain  that  it  was  not 

extended  to  colonels.  ' 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that,  from  what  he  how  understock 

the  bill  to  be,  it  gave  much  greater  powers  to  ministers 

.than  what  were  necessary  for  the  object  which  they  had  in 

.  view.     The  law  at  present  was,  that  the  militia,  as  to  pay, 

^  should  be  exactly  on  the  same  footing  with  the  infantry 

"  )jx  the  regulars-    But .  now  it  appeared  that,  in  certain 

cases,  an  increase  was  to  be  allowed  to  the  one  and  not  to 

the  other.  But  the  particular  object  was  to  give  the  increase 

of  pay  to  the  militia  subalterns,  and  to  withhold  it  fVpm 

the  other  officers.    There  was  no  such  particular  distiric* 

.  tion,  however,  in  the  bill.     Besides,  the  principle  would 

certainly  go  this  length,  that  no  pay  should  be  allowed  to 

the  superior  militia  officers  at  all,  and  the  measure  could 

!  not  tie  defended  on  any  other  grouna.     This  mi^ht  be*  a 

good  principle,  but  it  certainly  was  on*  which  deserved 

SZ2    -  tome 
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f  ome  consideration  before  it  was  established,  and  therefore 
to  propose  it  ^t  this  late  period  of  the  session  was  not  wy 
fitting. 

'  jl/r.  JFiW/t  ai»stated,  that  this  would  not  affect  the  offi- 
cers tiqw  serving  in  the  militia,  as  they  were  not  put  on  a 
worse  footing  than  when  they  entered,  and  this  went  onljr 
•so  fax  as  to  say,  that  they  had  no  claim  to  a  participation 
in  the  proposed  increase.  But  the  learned  gentleman  ob- 
jected to  the  principle.  The  principle,  however,  was  not 
what  he  had  stated  it  to  be.  It  was  not  that  the  militia 
officers  ought  to  have  no  pay  at  all,  but  upon  the  plain 
and  obvious  one,  that  different  kinds  of  service  ought  to  be 
differently  rewarded.  The  pay,  it  was  true,  had  been  the 
fame  hitherto,  but  was  that  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
Varied  if  there  should  appear  good  cause  for  it  ?  A  certain 
proportion  had  been  established  between  the  pay  of  officers 
*  6f  different  ranks.  But  that,  too,  might  be  varied,  if  there 
was  reason  for  it.  As  to  the  militia  officers  above  a  certain 
rank,  they  must  have  private  fortunes ;  and  could  it  be  con* 
tended,  that,  because  you  gave  an  increase  of  pay  to  officers 
in  the  army  whose  services  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  of 
a  superior  nature,  who  might  have  no  priyate  fortune,  and 
might  be  obliged  to  depend  solely  on  their  pay  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  their  future  lives,  you  ought',  therefore,  to  al- 
low the  same  increase  to  persons  in  circumstances  altogether 
.different  ?  The  thing  was  preposterous  on  the  face  of  it* 
He  then  adverted  to  the  additional  expence  which  an  allow- 
ance of  additional  pay  to  the  superior  militia  officers 
would  ofoisibn,  and  contended  that  this'  ought ,  to  be 
avoided,  since  there  was  no  necessity  for  it. 

Lord  Costlereogh  said  that  a  badge  of  inferiority  would 
thus  be  fixed  upon  the  militia  officers  much  more  hurtful 
to  their  feelings  than  the  want  of  the  pay,  and  they  would 
.Consider  this  as  a  precursor  of  some  future  measure  still  fur- 
ther to  degrade  them.  The  right  honourable  secretary  him- 
self had  recognised  the  principle  of  an  equal  pay,  by  giving 
it  (<q  the  subalterns.  The  militia  captains  might  be  equally 
jn  want  of  the  pay,  because  the  qualification  required  wo* 
only  200/.  a  year.  The  saving  altogether  would  not  be 
more  than  17,000/.  But,  suppose  the  increase  of  pay  to  the 
should  be  allowed  to  the  captains,  the  savings  then  would 
be  quite  trifling.  The  sum  for  the  increase  of  pay  to  the 
regular  field  officers  was  only  16a000/.    The  militia  were 
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in  numbers  about  one-third  of  the  regulars,  and  the  saving  '• 
would  only  be  (lie  third  of  16,000/.    He  called  upon  tb*  I 
noble  lord  opposite  (Temple)  to  support' the  cause  of  th<  : 
militia  on  the  pjes^at  occasion,  as  tie  had  done  at  forraev 
periods.  ^ 

Mr.  Alexander  stated  the  influence  which  their  situa- 
tion  gave  to    militia  colonels,    who    possessed    advan*  ' 
tages  which  could  not  be  possessed  by  the  regular  co-» 
Jonels. 

-  Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  if  the  honourable  gen* 
tleraan  had  looked  at  the  estimate,  he  would  have  found 
that  the  additional  pay  did  not  extend  to  the  colonels  in 
either  case. 

Lord  Temple  pressed  his  wish  that  his  honourable; 
friend  would  reconsider  his  measure.  Upon  the  principle 
which  he  had  stated,  different  parts  of  the  army  itself  might 
have  different  claims.  As  to  the  colonels  of  militia,  they 
had  no  claim  whatever.  The  field  officers  had  not  much ; 
but  as  to  (he  captains  he  must  really  insist  upon  the  pay 
being  extended  to  them,  because  if  officers  could  not  be 
found  with  the  proper  qualifications,'  power  had  lately 
been  given  to  accept  of  them  without,  and  many  bad 
been  therefore  admitted  without  the  qualification. 

Mr.  Windham  explained. 

-  Lard  De  Blaqukre  hoped  that  there  oould  be  no  differ* 
ence  of  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  extending  the  addi- 
tional allowance  to  the  captains  of  militia.  But  he  thought 
the  distinction  extremely  invidious,  even  as  applied  to  the 
field  officers.  He  was  surprised  that  this  period  of  the  ses-v 
sion  should  be  chosen  for  the  introduction  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, when  the  tniKtia  officers  had  left  their  duty  in  this 
House,  to  go  and  discharge  more  pressing  duties,  and  hfc 
hoped,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  reconsidered. 

Colonel  Oauford  could  not  see  why  tlie  measure  should 
be  objected  to,  except  it  was  with  a  view  to  render  his  right 
honourable  friend  unpopular  with  the  militia  and  volun- 
teers, a  purpose  which  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  laboured  with  great  perseverance,  but  he* 
believed  with  little  success.    The  cavalry  were  excluded 
from  this  increase  of  pav,  and  so  were  the  guards,  upon  the' 
principle  that  they  could  go  on  very  well  without  any  ad-: 
d  it  ion,  while,  in  the  cases  where  it  was  allowed,  there  wai^ 
*  necessity  Sot  it.    It  was  to  prey  rot  mcrttrorious  ofifcra1 

froas 
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from  being  put  in  prison,  or  being  forced1  to  quit  these** 
vide  from  the  absolute  inability  of  ettisting  upon  their  pay* 
If  there *was  no  complaint  on  account  of  the  cavalry  and 
tibe  guards,  where  was  the  ground  for  complaint  in  Um 
6ase  of  the  militia? 

-  General  Tar  (Hon  knew,  from  his  oxn  observation,  thai 
the  militia  were  brought  to  a  very  high  state  of  discipline, 
and  this  was  owing  to  the  officers.  They  wore  fit  to  com- 
bat with  any  regular  troops  against  any  enemy  whatever; 
and  when,  there  was  so  much  merit  on  the  part  of  ihe  offi- 
cers, it  was  hard  to  make  this  invidious  distinction. 
.  After  a  few  observations  from  Colonel  Wood,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day*  * 

Sir  C.  Pole,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  for  leaVe  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  extend  the  advantages  of  the  35th  of  the  Kiog 
to  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  navy,  hy 
enabling  them  to  allot  part  of  their  wages  to  the  support  of 
their  wives  and  families.    Leave  given. 

The  bill  was  then  brought  up,  rend  a  first,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  seco  d  time  the  next  day. 
-.  The  nabob  of  Arcot's  debts  bill  was  reported,  and  or> 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  the  House  resolved  it- 
self into  a  committee  on  the  volunteer  officers  bill. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 

Alderman  Combe,  following  up  the  principle  for  whicl| 
he  had  formerly  contended,  that  rank  should  not  be  takqn 
from  those  who  already  enjoyed  it,  moved  that  the  words 
"  shall  have  been  "  should  be  left  out,  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  the  words  "  shall  .hereafter  be."  The  effect  of 
this  would  be,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  would  extern} 
only  to  those,  who  might  hereafter  become  colonels  p(  volun* 
teer  corps.  •       " 

Mr.  Addington  said  that  he  had  no  unpleasant  feelings 
whatever  at  the  idea  of  being  commanded,  in  case  of  his 
corps  being  called  out  for  service,  by  any  regular  field 
officer.  On  tlie  contrary,  he  was  glad  that  he  was  relieved 
from  Ihe  responsibility  that  might  attach  to  him,  in  case 
it  should  have  been  his  fortune  to  have  commanded  a  field 
officer  of  the  regulars.  This  was  the  feeling:  of  eterj 
yolunteer  colonel  with  whom  he  had  convened  on  the 
subject, 

Mr. 
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jtfk  Si  urges  Bourne  *aid,  that  it  was  a  very  different 
thing  to  consider  whether  this  rank  ought  to  nave  beepir 
.given  originally,  and  to  take  it  away  when  given.  This 
was  not  a  new  thing.  It  existed  when  the  right  honour-* 
able  gentleman  was  secretary  at  war.  The  highest  rank  at 

J  ^resent  was  lieutenant-colonel,  but  then  there  were  full  ca- 
onels  of  volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  regular  colonels  iu 
the  army.  But  suppose  there  should  be  a  regular  major  ia 
a  volunteer  corps,  it  might  turn  out,  that,  incase  of  actual 
service,  the  major  might  command  his, own  colonel.  Old 
officers  in  the  volunteers  might  also  be  commanded  by  iu« 
ferior  officers  in  the  army. 

Lord  Temple  explained,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a 
major  commanding  his  own  colonel,  as  bis  rank  was  like 
brevet  rank  in  the  army,  and  not  in  the  particular  regi- 
ment. 

General  Tarleton  contended  that  no  evil  whatever  could 
result  from  allowing  the  volunteer  officers  to  retain  their, 
rank.  The  guards  enjoyed  a  different  rank  from  the  otlier 
|>arts  of  the  array,  yet  though  they  had  served  in  America, 
in  Flanders,  and  in  other  places,  no  inconvenience  had 
Ijcen  felt — they  had  been  brigade^  by  themselves.  Thp 
militia,  the  volunteers,  and  the  army,  might  go  on  in  the 
same  manner  without  jealousy.  He  would  mix  them  aU 
without  any  apprehension,  lie  would  have  no  apprehen- 
sion that,  tjje  volunteers  would  turn  their  backs,  but  they 
might  TieJGo  rash.  How  was  this  to  be  corrected? — By 
^discipline/  The  country  would  have  to  regret  the  retard- 
ing of  the  discipline  of  the  volunteers  by  the  measures  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.  If  they  had  been  per* 
imtted  to  have  gone  on  they  would  have  been  fit  for  any 
Jfluty. 

Sir  Charles  Price  said,  that  in  every  step  taken  with 
fegard  to  the  volunteers,  something  was  done  to  degrade 
Ihero.  -  He  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  volutin 
teers  had  at  first  come  forward,  and  thought  that  they  de-' 
fterved  to  be  complimented  instead  of  being  degraded. 

Ijord  De  Hlaauiere  approved  of  the  bill,  and  thought 
that  serious  mischief  would  arise  in  the  moment  of  service^ 
iintessits  provisions  were  adopted.  It  would  not  then  be 
Jjroper  that  the  volunteers  should  be  commanded  by  thos* 

£iio  had  never  seep  service.      An   honourable   general 
ad  talked  of  the  guards,  but  they  had  commanded  up 
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to  their  rank  in  the  army,  and  no  inconvenience  arose 
from  this  circumstance. 

Mr.  Windham  could  not  imagine  it  to  be  serious!/ 
meant,  that  officers  ranking  as  colonel*  of  volunteers  could 
take  any  offence  at  being,  in  case  of  actual  service,  obliged 
to  act  under  the  command  of  officers  in  the  line  of  inferior 
tank.  Field  officers  of  volunteers  might  be  very  respect- 
able men,  and  very  worthy  characters,  but  then  they  -were 
not  military  men  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  word,  and  of 
course  could  not  be  competent  to  take  a  superior  command 
of  troops  in  actual  service,  over  the  heads  of  men  who  had 
devoted  their  whole  lives  to  the  military  profession,  and 
trere  radically  and  experimentally  instructed  in  the  pro- 
fession of  arms.  Would  any  gentleman  who  happened 
to  be  on  board  a  man  of  war,  or  who  held  an  employment 
of  high  rank  in  the  civil  department  of  the  navy,  take  of- 
fence because  he  was  not  thought  competent  to  take  the 
command  of  a  ship  or  a  squadron,  in  preference  to  a  sailor 
regularly  bred  to  (he  profession?  Would  any  gentleman 
ct  the  highest  academic  attainments  and  political  experi- 
ence, take  offence  at  being  thought  incompetent  to  assume 
the  post  of  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown  ?  in  a  word,  could 
any  man  not  bred  to  a  particular  profession  feel  himself 
trflended  at  being  thought  less  competent  to  take  a  lead  in 
that  profession,  than  a  man  who  had  been  regularly  bred 
to  it  ?  And  yet  this  was  the  kind  of  ctrcuitastance,  at 
which,  in  every  other  case,  it  would  be  absutirttnd  ridi- 
culous to  conceive  offence,  which  was  now  termed  an  in- 
sult to  the  officers  of  volunteers,  without  cdnsidering  thai 
fcuch  an  arrangement  as  that  contended  for,  in  case  of  actual 
danger,  might  l>e  attended  with  the  very  worst  conse- 
quences, even  under  the  command  of  the  most  valiant  field- 
officer  of  volunteers,  that  that  branch  of  the  service  could 
possibly  afford.  Courage  and  zeal  formed  only  one  part 
of  the  qualification  fpr  command :  experience  and  techni- 
cal knowledge  were  to  the  full  as  necessary*  The  worthy 
alderman  was  ready  to  admit  it  was  very  right  that  the 

Srinciple  should  be  adopted  with  volunteer  field-officers  to 
t  hereafter  appointed ;  but  that  the  alteration  might  toot 
take  place  in  respect  to  those  already  appointed.  Why 
then,  if  it  was  right  it  should  never  be  done  hereafter  mnS 
!y  it  would  have  been  equally  right  if  the  thing  had  never 
been  done.  In  admitting  the  former  principle,  gentlemen 
ttknewledged  tbfc  latter ;  and  therefore  U  waa  belter  even 

kte 
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late  to  correct  an  error,  which  was  admitted  to  be  one,  be* 
fore  any  mischief  accrued  from  it.  An  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Pefceval)  had  as-* 
sumed  a  good  deal  of  merriment  upon  a  former  occasion, 
on  the  circumstance  of  his  (Mr.  Windham's)  havingpro-* 
cured  himself  a  colonel's  command  of  volunteers  in  a  corps, 
without  any  other  officers;  but  this,  like  inahy  other  of 
that  gentleman's  merry  or  serious  arguments,  was  founded 
in  gross  misconception.  It  was  true,  he  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  the  office  of  a  volunteer  colonel  in  some  corps  in  his 
neighbourhood,  but  it  was  an  appointment  not  of  his  choice 
or  seeking;  besides,  he  never  knew  that  the  corps  alluded 
to,  the  Felbrig  volunteers,  had  not  the  same  proportion  o£ 
subaltern  officers  as  other  corps  of  the  like  description. 

Mr.  Perceval  had  only  argued  from  the  fadt  as  it  ap- 
peared by  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  if  there  was  a  mis- 
take, it  was  owing  to  his  friends  in  office*  The  corps*' 
however,  Was  as  good  a  corps  as  one  without  officers  could 
be  expected  to  be.  He  believed  it  had  not  even  a  con-* 
stable,  but  it  appeared  that  at  the  lime  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  knew  so  little  about  his  own  corps,  that  it  was 
not  till  now  he  was  enabled  to  correct  the  mistake*  But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  adopt  his  own  prin«* 
ciple  to  its  full  extent,  other  wise  it  would  apply  to  the  mill-* 
tia.  He  onght  rather  to  have  recalled  the  commissions  of 
thef  volunteer  colonels.  He  was  now  reducing  them  to  the  * 
very  thing  which  lie  described  them  to  be.  They. were' 
no\*  really  "  the  painted  cherries,"  Nothing  could  lowei* 
thc"officers  more  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  than  allowing 
thefnthe  title  of  colonels  without  the  effective  rank. 

Mr.  Lotig  said  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
favoured  the  Volunteers,  they  were  very  ungrateful  for  they 
did"  not  give  him  credit  for  it*  He  asked  whether  there 
weib  any  regulations  for  doing  away  the  allowances  of  pay  " 
and  clothing,  as  it  was  understood  to  be  the  intention  to 
suffer  the  volunteers  to  moulder  away  ? 

feeneral  Tarlatan  thought  that  if  the  volunteer  officer*    ■ 
hatFengerly  put  themselves  forward,  there  mi<*ht  be  some 
KrofifittobT  the  measure;  but  a  Lieutenant   B.iylry,  who 
hicf  served  at  the  Havannih  with  great  applause,  and  who     * 
no^contm'Ttmled  a  corps  of  4000  volunteer*,  had  modestly    • 
sto^Uaiddewhcfrthcf  were -inspected.  *  Oftftis  eotp*Cop*  -  • 
taiif*6foir,  whose  services  in  America  would  be  well  re- 

Vo.  III.  1805-6.  4  A  incmbered, 
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membered,  was  the  major,  and  yet  these  men  were  to  be 
degraded. 

.  Mr.  Charles  Wynne  admitted  that  these  were  officers  of 
experience,  but  they  were  particular  exceptions.  It  would 
be  unpleasant  in  time  of  service  for  inexperienced  volun- 
teer officers  to  command  regular  field  officers,  and  this 
feeling  had  been  expressed  by  the  colonel  of  the  light  hone 
volunteers,  in  whose  favour  an  exception  might  be  made  if 
in  any  case* 

Mr.  Ruder  wished  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  condescended  to  answer  his  honourable  friend's  ques- 
tion as  to  the  pay  and  clothing,  as  it  might  be  necessary 
to  have  a  clear  understanding  on  this  point,  with  a  view  to 
the  subject  which  was  to  come  on  the  next  day . 
.  Mr.  Windham  said,  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  his 
answering  what  he  had  stated  over  arid  over  again,  espe- 
cially as  the  question  was  asked  with  a  view  to  the  motion  of 
the  next  day,  the  nature  of  which  had  not  been  communi- 
cated to  him  nor  to  the  House.  This  might  be  a  stratagem 
of  war  against  his  Majesty's  ministers,  but  it  was  not  very 
candid  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Long  considered  it  hard  that  he  should  suffer  for  the 
fault  of  another. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  he  certainly  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  answer  merely  on  account  of  the  motion  for  the 
next  day  ;  htiVhe  had  before  distinctly  stated,  that  the  pay 
and  clothing  was  not  to  be  allowed  &uch  volunteers  as 
should  enter  in  future. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived.  Report  theuext 
dav. 

The  report  of  the  grain  bill  was  brought  up  and  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
day.     As  was  also  the  auditors'  bill. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  postponed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  augmenting  the  allowances  to  the  younger  branche* 
•f  the  royal  family  till  the  next  day. 

INDIA  BUDGET. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Morpeth,  the  East  India  annual 
accounts  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whele  House. 
.    The  House  having  gone  into  a  committee  on  this  sob* 

Jcct» 

Lord  Morpeth  rose.     The  present  was  a  subject  which, 

he  conceived,  must  til  ail  times  involve  considerations  of 

Jl  the 
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the  highest  importance,  and  at  no  time -more  so  than  at  the 
present  moment,  when  every  thing  connected  with  India 
'was,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  more  than  commonly 
interesting.  The  financial  system,  as  the  vital  principle 
n?hich  animated  the  whole,  was  therefore  at  present  entitled 
to  particular  attention.  He  should  endeavour  to  make  the 
House  as  fully  acquainted  on  this  subject  as  he  could,  by 
submitting  to  them  the  leading  features  of  the  accounts  on 
the  table,  by  w)iich  the  situation  of  the  company's  affairs, 
both  home  and  foreign,  the  revenue  and  expenditure, 
debts  and  assets  for  the  last  three  years,  might  be  compared 
Tvith  the  three  years  preceding,  and  the  general  result 
might  be  easily  drawn,  and  the  debt  of  the  company,  at 
the  latest  period  to  which  it  could  be  made  up,  and  the 
rates  of  interest  payable  on  it,  both  at  home  and  in  India, 
would  at  dnce  be  seen.  His  lordship  then  went  over  the 
results  of  the  different  accounts. 

'bengal, 

Revenues,  No.  1. — Excluding  the  revenues  of 
the  ceded  provinces  in  Oude  on  account  of 
their  intermixture  with  the  arrears  of  subsi- 
dy in  some  of  the  years,  and  the  variation  in 
the  mode  of  statement  in  the  last  year ;  and, 
taking  the  company's  fixed  ancient  revenues 
alone,  the  average  in  the  three  years  in  this 
statement  amounts  to         -       -  jc?.6,16C,581 

which  exceeds  the  average  on  the  three 

years  one  year  back  -  -  337,692 

No.  3.     Estimated  for  1803-4  -  8,064,981 

Actual  amount  :  -  8,060,993 

Less  than  estimate         3,988 

Changes,  No.  3.— Estimated  for  1803-4  5,066,940 

Actual  amount  -         .       -  5,434,991 

More  than  estimate      367,351 

.  Add  deficiency  of  revenue  to  excess  of  charge, 

the  net  revenue  is  less  than  estimated  by  37 1 ,339 

And  the  net  revenue  for  1803-4  is  -       8,626,702 

4  A  2  ESTIMATES 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  1804-5. 

Revenues,  No.  1.                -                -  8,167,792 

Charges,  No.  2.                 -                 -  5,956,208 

Net  revenue  2,21 1 ,5&4 


Revenues  estimated  more  than  actual,  1803-4         106,799 
Charges  estimated  more  than  ditto  -  521,917 

Net  revenue,  estimated  for  1804-5,  less  than 

preceding  year  -  -  415,118 

MADRAS. 

Revenues. — Excluding  the  revenues  of  Arcot 
and  of  the  provinces  ceded  by  the  Nizam  on 
account  of  the  early  years  being  in  part  sub- 
sidy and  in  pari  revenue  collections,  the 
average  receipt  on  the  years  1801-2  to 
1803-4,  as  by  No.  4,  is  -  2,965,199 

Being  less  than  the  average  of  the  three  years 

1800-1  to  1802-3  in  the  sum  of  -  49,102 

•— — ■  ' 

Revenues,  No.  6.— Estimated  for  1803-4  4,888,895 

Actual  amount  -        •  4,653,401 

Less  than  estimate    235,494 

Charges,  No.  6.— Estimated  for  1803-4  5,018,157 

Actual  amount  -  6,136,845 

More  than  estimate    1 , 1 18,688 

Add  deficiency  of  revenue  io  excess  of  charge, 
the  net  charge  is  more  than  estimated  by      1,354,182 

And  the  net  charge  for  1803-4  is  -  1,483,444 

ESTIMATES  1804-5.     * 

Rt-venues,  No.  4  4,659,326 

harges,  No.  5  .  -  5,420,029 

Net  charge      760,703 

Revenues 
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.  Revenues  estimated  more  than  actual  of  1803-4  5  925 

Charges  estimated  less  than  ditto  -  71 6^816 

Net  charge  estimated  for  1804-5  less 

than  preceding  year  .  722,741 

BOMBAY. 

Revenues,  No.  7.— An  adjustment  of  these  re- 
venues, as  of  those  of  the  other  presiden- 
cies, should  have  been  made  on  account  of 
the  addition  to  the  two  last  years,  by  treaty 
and  conquest.  As  the  amount  is  not  speci- 
fied, the  average  must  be  stated  on  the  gross 
receipts  on  the  years  1801-2  to  1803-4,  it 
amounted  to  -  .  408,082 

which  exceeds  the  average  1800-1  to  1802-3, 
excluding  a  small  receipt  from  the  ceded 
countries  -  .  .  gg^ 

Revenues,  No.  9.— Estimated  for  1803-4  518,575 

$      Actual  amount  -  558^650 

More  than  estimate        40,075 

Charges,  No,  9.— Estimated  for  1803-4  1,478,881 

Actual  amount  .  1,642,078 

— ■  « 

More  than  estimate      104,087 

Deduct  excess  of  revenue  frojm  excess  of  charge, 
the  net  charge  is  riiore  than  estimated  by  124,022 

and  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1803-4  is  1,084,328 


•*>m 


ESTIMATES  1804-5. 

Revenues,  No.  J                 .                 m  731  391 

Charges,  No.  8               -         ■  •     »      -  1,87^933 

Net  charge  1,142,542 

Revenues  estimated  more  than  actual,  1803-4  172,741 

Charges  estimated  more  than  ditto             -  250,955 

tiet  charge  estimated  for  1804-5  more  than  pre- 
ceding year               -               -               ,  58,214 
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BENCOOLEN  AND  OTHER  SETTLEMENTS. 

No.  10,  A  .—Revenues  of  Fort  Marlbro',  in  the 

1802-3  -  -  -         13,985 

Charges  of  ditto  -  -       122,132 

Net  chaige  n      108,147 

•  — — ^— — ■— ■ 

Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Fort  Marlbro',  Pe- 

nang,  Sec.  estimated  for  1803-4  -  212,628 

No.  18.— Actual  amount  -  -  304,056 

More  than  estimated        91,428 
No.  11  .—Supplies  estimated  for  1804-5  287,680 

GENERAL   VIEW. 

Result  of  the  year  1803-4  collectively. 
Revenues— Bengal  by  No.  3  8,060,993 

Madras,  6  4,653,401 

Bombay  9  558,650 

Total  revenues        13,273,044 
Charge*    Bengal,  by  No.  3  5,434,291 

Madras,  6  6,136,845 

Bombay.  9  1,642,978 

Total  charges         13,214,114 

Jiet  revenue  of  the  three  presidencies  58,930 

Deducted  from  supplies  to  Bencoolen,  &c.  No.  18  304,056 

Leaves  a  net  charge  of  .        .         245,126 

Add  interest,  &c.  paid  on  the  debts  • 

at  Bengal,  by  No.  18            -  957,727 

Madras              19            -  334,179 

Bombay            20           -  »242,852 

Total  interest  1,534,758 

;'■  „  ;  -  -  The  total  amounting  to      1 ,779,884 

*  This  sum  includes  140,436/.  paid  the  commissioners 

•of  the  sinking  fund  for ,  interest  on  the  securities  in  their 

hands. 

Brought 
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Brought  forward,     1,779,884 
is  the  sura  in  which  the  charges  and  interest 
exceeded  the  produce  of  the  territorial  re* 
venues. 
From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  the  sales  of 

imports,  by  No.  15  655,481 

M 

The  remainder  1 ,  124,403 

Shews  the  amount  in  which,  in  the  year 
1803-4,  the  resources  from  revenue  and  sales 
of  imports  were  insufficient  to  defray  the 
charges,  and  the  interest  on  the  debts. 
Amount  advanced  for  the  purchase  of  invest- 
ments, payment  of  commercial  charges,  and 
in  aid  of  China — 
At  Bengal,  by  No.  18  ,1,380,855 

Madras  19  706,771 

Bombay  20  193,844 

FortMarlbro'     22  39,014 

Total  advances  for  investments  2,320,484 

Cargoes  consigned  to  Europe,  in  1803-4,  with 
charges  by  No.  22  -  -     -  1,674,645 

GENERAL   VIEW. 

•  Result  of  the  estimates  for  the  year  1804-5  collectively. 
•Revenues— Bengal  by  No.  1.  8,167,792 

Madras  4  4,659,326 

.  Bombay  7  731,391 

Tot^l  revenues  • 13,558,509 

Charges— Bengal  by  No.  2  5,956,208 

Madras  5  5,420,029 

Bombay  8  1,873,933 

Total  charges 1 3,250, 170 

*  • 

Net  Revenue  of  the  three  presidencies  308,339 

Deduct  supplies  to  Bencoolen,  &c.  by  No.  11        287,680 

Remainder         20,659 
Deduct  from  interest  on  debts  by  No.  16  *1X754,84S 

.  ■  '     ^— «■»— — 

The  sum  then  remaining      1,734,184 

*  Includes  166,454/.  payable  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund. 

in 
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Brought  forward,     1,734,134 
.  is  the  amount  in  which  the  charges  and  inte- ' 

rest  are  estimated  to  exceed  the  revenues. 
Deduct  amount  estimated  to  be  received  on  the 
sales  of  imports  by  No.  15  *  602,993 

The  remainder  1,131,191 
is  the  amount  in  which  the  charges  of  govern- 
ment and  interest  on  the  debts  are  estimated 
to  exceed  the  resources  expected  to  he  deriv- 
ed from  the  territorial  revenues,  and  from  the 
sales  of  imports  in  the  year  1804-5* 

DEBTS    IN    INDIA. 

Amount  stated,  to  April,  1803,       21,831,571  '* 
Deduct  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  t  he  sinking  fund         .    2,0 12,348 

Net  amount  of  debts  on  the  30th  of 

April,  1803  -  -  -  19,869,223 

Amount  on  tbc  30th  April,  1804, 

by  No.  16  of  present  account      25,336,263 
Deduct  sinking  fund  as  above  2,800,056 

Net  amount  of  debts  on  30th  April,  1804  22,536,207 

Increase  -  2,666,9^4 

0 

DEBTS    BEARING    INTEREST. 

Amount  in  April,  1803  *        18,712,933 

Deduct  -in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund        1 ,686,917 

Net  amount  of  debts  bearing  inte- 
rest, on  the  30th  April,  1804  -  19,03 1  i)34 

Increase  of  debt  bearing  interest  «  -  2,005,^18 

Amount  of  interest  payable  on  debt 

owinsr  in  A  pril,  1803  -  1 ,574,01 1 

Deduct  interest  on  securities  in  the 
humls  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund  -  126,500 

v.  ■    '      '' 

Jiet  amount  of  the  interest  payable 

to  debt  owing  30th  April,  1803  -      ,    1,447,651 


*  V » 
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Amount  payable  ok  debt,  in  April, 

1804,  by  No.  10        _      -  1,754,813 

Deduct  sinking  fund  as  above  166,454 

Net  amount  of  interest  payable  on 

debt,  owing  30th  April,  1804  -  1,588,33? 

Increase  of  interest  pay  able  -  »  140,738 


mm 


ASSETS    IX   INDIA. 

Consisting  of  cash,  goods,  stores, 
.  &c.  jn  April,  1803  -  14,630,971 

Deduct  balance  anil  securities  in  ' 

hands  of  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund  -  2,013,348 

Net  amount  of  assets  on  the  30th 

April,  1803        -  -  -  12,919,688 

Consisting  as  above,  oft 30th  April, 

1804,  by  No.  £1  .  17,252,3^9 

Deduct  sinking  fund,  as  above  2,800,056 

Net  amount  of  assfcts,  on  30th  April,  1804  14,452,343 

Increase  of  assets  -  -         '  —  1,XS3,720 

Deducting  increase  of  assets  from  increase  of 
dt?bts,  the  state  of  the  Company'*  affairs  in 
this  view,  is  worse  in  April,  1804,  than  in 
April,  1803,  in  Ae  silm  of  -  833,26* 

.    HOME   ACCOUNTS.. 

No.  25 — Aggregate  amount  of  sales  in  1804-5    8,044,399 
Less  than  the  year  preceding        -       380,876 
TJie  sales  of  the  Company's 

goods  were  less'by  609,991 

The   sales   of  the    private   • 

trade  goods  were  more  by  229,115 

Making  the  net  difference  as 

above  -  -        380,876 

The  sales  of  the  Company's  goods  were  estimat*  , 

edat  -  ..  ,         -  -»  6,868,700 

The  actual  amount  was  -  »  •  5,267,578 


ii  ■  mi 


Being  less  than  estimated  •  1 ,60 1, 1 22 
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The  receipts  on  the  sales  of  the  Company's 

goods  were  estimated  at            -            -  6,598,490 

They  actually  amounted  to            -        -  5,730)133 

Being  less  than  estimated            •  868,363 

The  charges  and  profit  on  private  trade  were 

estimated  to  amount  to            -             <»  150,000 

The  actual  amount  was               -                -  90,536 


Being  less  than  estimated  -  59,464 

GENERAL   RESULT, 

From  the  disappointment  in  the  produce  of 
the  sales,  with  a  large  payment  in  bonds  by 
the  purchasers,  and  from  a  greater  ex pcndt-  * 
lure  on  account  of  India  and  China  than  first 
intended,  the  deficit  would  have  appeared  in 
the  cash  balance  of  this  year  to  a  considera- 
ble amount ;  but  the  sum  borrowed  from 
Government,  a  loan  from  the  Bank,  and  an 
issue  of  Company's  bonds,  have  so  operated, 
that  the  balance  of  cash  estimated  to  remain 
in  favour  of  the  Company,  on  the.  1st  March, 
-    1805,  to  the  amount  of  -  157,634 

was  found  by  the  actual  accounts -of  the  year 
to  be  .        ,  i  12,080 


which  was  less  than  estimated  by  the  sum  of  145,611: 

HOME      ACCOUNTS. 

> 

ESTIMATE    1805t6. 

No.  S3 — Sale  of  the  Company's  goods  estimate 
ed  to  amount  to  «*  6,301,414 

GENERAL   RESULT, 

Notwithstanding  the  receipts  from  the  sales  are 
estimated  much  higher  than  the  actual  of 
the  last  year,  and  the  expectation  is  stated  of* 
a  payment  by  government  of  a  million,  the 
various  demands  upon  the  treasury  ate  so 
great  for  freight  and  demorage,  the  repay-. 
ment  to  government  of  500,000/.  borrowed 
in  the  1  ast  year,  and  09  other  accounts,  that 
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the  balance  on  the  1st  March,  1806,  is  esti- 
mated to  be  against  the  Company  in  the 
sum  of  -  -  62,836 

DEBTS.  AT  HOME. 

Chi  the  1st  March,  1804  -  -  4,788,865 

No.  83,  on  the  1st  Marcb,  1805  -  6,012,196 

Increase  -  -  -  1,223,331 

ASSETS  AT  HOME. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1804  -  -        19, 168,736 

No,  S3,  on  the  1st  March,  1805  -  20,442,659 

Increase  *  1,273,923 

Deducting  the  increase  of  debt  from  the  in- 
crease of  assets,  the  home  concern  exhibits, 
in  this  view,  an  improvement  in  the  year 
amounting  to  *  *  '        *        ,      50,592 


-k/ 


CHINA  AND  8T.  HELENA. 

Balance  at  China)  on  31st  January > 

1803,  against        -  .  260,900 
Balance  at  China,  on  29th  January, 

1804,  in  favour,  No.  24         *  182,390 

Increase  at  China        -         443,290 
Balance  at  St.  Helena  on 

30th  September,  1802, 

in  favour  -  105,194 

Balance  at  St.  Helena  dn 

30th  September,  1803, 

in  favour,  No.  24      -    1O5;S80 

Increase  at  St.  Helena       -         188 


Total  increase  at  China  and  St  Helena  443,478 


m*m 


GBNEEAL  COMPARISON  09  DEBTS  AND  ASSETS. 

Increase  of  debts  in  India  -  »  2,666,984 

Increase  of  debts  at  home  •  -  1,223,331 


■*.#■ 


/ . 


Total  increase  of  debt*    3,890,315 
4  B  3  Increase 


J 
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Increase  of  assets  in  India        -  j  ,H.4J2,720 

Increase  of  assets  at  home        -  1  ,273/)23 

3,107,643 
Add. — Net  increase  of  balance  at 
China  and  St.  Helena  -  143,478 

Total  increase  of  assets        3,551,121 

» 

•  ■     ■'  ■ 

Deducted  from  the  increase  of  debt,  will  shew 
a  deterioration  to  have  taltQp  place  on  the 
whole  concern  in  this  view,  during  the  years 
1803-4  abroad,  and  1804-5  at  home,  to  the 
amount  of  ...  .      330,104 

Add — Amount  received  in  India, 
and  included  in  the  quick  stock 
there,  dated 'April  30,  1804>, 
\yhich  formed  part  of  the  car- 
goes afloat  outwards,  in  the  as- 
sets at  home  -  -  583,200, 

Goods  in  the  export  warehouses  in 
India  on  the  30th  April,  1604, 
arrived  in  England  and  incluudteA 
in  assets  at  home  ~  -        43,619 

—       696,91* 


The  amount  of  the  deterioration  will  then  be  966,1 12, 
The  assets  at  hprue  exhibited  an  iricreasq  ia  va- 
lue during  the  year  in  the  sum  of  442,1 9£(« 
from  the  insertion  of  the  amount  of  the 
claims  of  the  Company  on  the  public,  it 
having  been  calculated  before  it  was  under 
the  consideration  of  Parliament,  Ap  this 
branch  of  the  conqern  is  qn4er  examination 
upon  principles  recommended  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Coqunpnsj  .^icb  will 
lessen  its  amount,  a  farther  considerable 
allotment  will  hereafter  be  r£qftP$Ue? 

ABSTRACT   OF    ADDITIONAL  ACCOUNTS. — BUDGET,    1805* 

(^H^y^woffisdiaal^l^ftS^   ..    .. 
Revenues  of  Bengal        8.763,220 

Madras        4?74,29(j    ' 

Bombay         742,017  ~        '  ' 

Total  ieyeim&      '  "  *  "  "14,279,8533 
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Revenues  brought  forward,   14,279,533 
Cliarges  of  Bengal  7,415,370 

Madras  5,650,182 

Bombay  1,580,292 

Total  charges  14,645,844 

Net  charge  of  (he  three  presidencies         366,311 
Add  supplies  to  Bencoolen,  Prince  of  Wales' 
island,  &c.  -  -  -.  266,800 

Total  surplus  charge  633,1 1 1 

Add  further — Interest  on  the  debts    1,823,040 
Interest  payable  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  sinking  fund,  on  secu- 
rities redeemed  •  195,788 

Total  interest  2,018,828 

Total  excess  of  charge  beyond  the  produce 
of  the  revenues,  as  estimated  for  the  year 
1805-&  -  .  2,651,939. 

exclusive  of  commercial  charges  not  added 
to  the  invoices,  amounting  to  199,806/. 

DEBTS    IS   INDIA. 

Amount  of  debt  30th  April,  1804, 

by  No.  16  -  -  25,336,263 

Deduct  ia  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mission^'of  the  sinking  fund         2,800,050 

Net  amount  of  debt  on  30th  April,  1804  22,536,207 

Anwnat  as  i<>  Bengal  January  28,. 
IhDfr,  awl  Madras  aad  Bombay, 
33ih,  April,.  18Q5    .       -  $8,10T,499 

tadftefcttukiug  I und  aft  above  3,151 ,065 , 

Netc«ig«nix)f  debts  ia  1805  25,046,434 


•-MM 


Increase  2,510,227 

•  •     *  IMftNt  BEARING  INTEREST. 

Amount  in  April  1804,  by  No.  16*21,276)460 
Deduct  in  lh#.  hands  of  the  com* 
mUsioners  of,  the  sinking  fund        2,244 ,532; 
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I^»»mouptbf<J«bub«»rin«  inferot  on  tbe3Qtb 
4i>ril,  1804  -  -        -  .     '    19,031,934 
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Brought  forward  19,031,934 
Amount  on  30th  of  April,  1805;  ge- 
nerally -  •  24,221,700 
Deduct  sinking  fund  as  above  2,616,739 


J—m 


Net  amount  of  debts  bearing 
interest  on  30th  April,  1805  21,604,967 

Increase  2,573,033 


4\  ■*■ 


Amount  of  interest  parable  on  the 
debt  owing  on  30  April,  1804, 
bv  No.  16         -  -       ,     1,754,843 

Deduct  interest  on  securities  in  the 
bands  of  the  commissioners  .of 
the  sinking  fund        -  -  166,454 

Net  amount  of  interest  pay- 
able on  debt  owing  on  #0th 
April,  1804  1,588,380 

Amount  payable  on  debt  in  April, 

1805  '-  -  -        2,017,358 

Deduct  sinking  fund  as  above  195,788 

■  * 

Net  amount  of  interest  pay- 
able on  debt  owing  on  30th 
April,  1805  1,821,570 


payable   .    233,182 

His  Lordship,  on  the  whole,-dld  not  think  fee  went  too 
far,  when  he  said,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  deficieneyor 
excess  charge  could  not  be  taken  at  less  than  3,000,000/. 
The  debts  bearing  interest  id  India,  he  was  aware  the** 
might  be*  danger  of  having  called  in,  though  the  directory 
baa  the  power  of  protracting  the  payment  Ayr  tfome  time* 
Should  this  be  the  case,  some  extraordinary  means  might 
be  necessary  to  be  resorted  to  ;  but  of  this  there  was 
no  immediate  appearance.  It  might  be  expected  that  be 
should  be  able  to  give  some  account  of  the  measures  pr^ 
posed  to  be  adopted  for  reducing  the  expenditure  in  India. 
It  was  well  knbwn  that  government  had  lately  been  prtftty 
much  employed  in  devising  measures  of  reform  in  the  public 
expenditure,  but  it  was  deemed  more  expedient  to  waif  tfflit 

wfaa 
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was  seen  how  far  dny  schemes  of  the  kind  were  practicable, 
before  they  should  be, gone  into  as  to  India.  It  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  to  call  the 
attention  of  Parliament  to  this  subject,  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  trouble  the  commit- 
tee on  the  subject  of  the  treaties  with  Scindia  or  Holkar, 
nor  did  he  think  himself  even  called  on  to  give  any  opinion  , 
on  that  subject.  He  knew  it  was  the  opinion  of  others, 
that  these  treaties  were  honourable  to  the  British  character, 
and  calculated  to  preserve  pacific  dispositions  in  India, 
On  the  whole,  though  he  admitted  that  the  financial  de-. 
partment  in  India,  did  not  wear  the  most  cheerful  aspect, . 
and  although  he  would  be  the  last  person  in  the  world  to 
raise  sanguine  hopes  which  were  not  lively  to  be  realised, 
still  he  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  give  any  sanction  to 
unmanly  despondency.  Our  resources  in  the  East  were 
great,  and  by  proper  management  and  economy,  might 
ptill  be  brought  to  answer  our  highest  expectations.  He. 
did  not  speak  of  that  economy  which  would  teach  us  to 
withhold  a  reward  from  merit,  or  to  retrench  in  the  becom- . 
ing  grandeur  of  thejexecutive government— economy  which 
only  tended  to  defeat  the  objects  which  it  had  in  view — but 
that  economy  which  would  teach  us  to  act  on  principles 
of  moderation,  justice  and  equity.  His  Lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  his  first  resolution,  shewing  the  revenue 
pf  the  Company  for  the  yeara  1802-3-4. 

On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr*  Johnstone  expressed  the  high  satisfaction  which  he 
felt  at  the  fair  and  candid  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord 
had  made  his  statejnentt  He  heartily  concurred  with,  the 
noble  lord  in  the  importance  of  the  subject,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  House  had  uniformly  treated  with,  so 
imtph  indifference,  the  attendance  that  night  furnished  an 
additional  proof.  He  could  not,  however,  help  thinking 
that  the  noble  lord  was  himself  somewhat  to  blame,  in 
having  so  long  delayed  bringing  forward  the  subject,  the 
papers  necessary  to  make  the  statements  having  been  in 
this  country  for  nearly  twelve  months,  and  it  having  been ' 
promised,  in.  the  mouth  of  February  last,  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  should  be  speedily  called  to  them.  In 
looking,  at  the  accounts,  which  were  as  full  and  distinct  as 
£ould  well  be  expected,  lie  could  not  help  reiuariping, 
that  though  the  period  to  which  ihey  applied  was  a.  period 
pf  war,  a  great  part  of  the  increase  was  for  civil  charges. 

5  In 
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lii  the  first  yekr  there  was  an  increase  of  63,000/.  in  thfe 
civil  department  above  the  year  preceding.  In  the  second 
year  ah  increase  of  96,000/. ;  arid,  in  the  3d  year,  an  in- 
cretteg  of  123,000/.  and  he  thought,  without  withholding 
any  du«J  reward  from  meritorious  services  to  the  Company, 
the  exporters  in  the  civil  establish meut  might  be  greatly 
vedtoced.  He  hoped,  with  the  noble  lord,  that  we  should 
always  observe  moderation  and  good  faith  in  our  con- 
duct v*  ifh  the  neighbouring  states,  but  what  concern  that 
oouM  have  in  diminishing  our  cxpences,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive, and  as  to  splendour  in  the  representation  of  the 
executive  government  being  necessary  in  India,  that  he  de- 
nied. It  might  be  necessary  in  Europe,  but  in  India,  so 
far  from  contributing  to  the  stability  of  our  government,  it 
wortM  rather  tend  to  degrade  it  into  a  copy  of  the  native 
gbvern'ments  of  the  country.  As  to  the  treaties  being  sub- 
ject to'  be  differently  regarded  by  different  persons,  surely 
fte'nohlc  lotd  did  not  mean  this  as  a  censure.  He,  for  one, 
ait  least,  and  he  knew  the  East  India  Company,  regarded 
them  in  a  vefy  different  light.  If  fliey  renounced  territory 
Which  We  held,  they  renounced  what  it  was  not  proper  w© 
should  possess.  The  honourable  person  who  concluded 
those  treaties  was,  tin  questionably,  the  most  proper  hand 
to  have  carried  his  own  plans  into  execution.  Under  that 
fueling,  the  honourable  member  could  not  help  remark- 
ing on  the  drcurashmees  undfcr  which  he  had  been  re- 
called, to  which  he  brgged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  and  of  the  country.  Immediately 
after  the  news  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  death  reached  this 
eountry,  on  the  2(j(h  of  February,  minis' ers  recommended 
to  the  court  of  directors  to  confirm  Sir  G.  Barlow  as  'go- 
vernor-general of  India.  In  12  days  thereafter,  however, 
riamely  on  the  8lh  of  March,  thev  tell  them,  that  it  is  ne* 
cessary  lie  should  be  recalled,  the  directors  arc  then  de- 
sired fo  appoint  a  certain  nobleman  in  his  room,  which  on 
the  24th  of  May,  they  refuse  to  do  by  a  majority  of  twelve 
#>-four;  and  on  the  28th  ministers  proceed  to  vacate  the 
office  by  the  intervention  of  the  sign  manual.  What  had 
since  occur/ed  it  was  not  necessary  fi>r  him  to  state ;  but  it 
had  been  seen  that  yesterday  another  lord  had  been  sworn 
into  the  office.  He  admitted  that  by  the  letter  of  the  law, 
ministers  were  warranted  In  recommending  to  his  Majesty 
mich  an  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  but  contended  it  wat 
ft  discretion  which  was  meant  to  be  exercised  only  in  ex- 
treme 
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tremc  cases,  and  could  be  only  compared  to  that  extraor- 
dinary prerogative  by  which  his  Majesty  might  dismiss  a 
military  officer.  Asa  proof  of  this,  it  had  never  been  ex* 
ercised,  except  on  the  present  occasion,  for  ihe  24  years  it 
had  existed.  He  contended  there  never  was  an  exercise  of 
a  prerogative  more  unjust  and  more  wanton.  He  proceeded 
to  consider  the  different  reasons  which  had  been  assigned 
for  this  s'ep,  for  which  he  argued  that  not  only  no  neces- 
sity had  been  shewn,  but  that  it  was  unwise  and  impo- 
litic. Holkar  had  territories  to  be  restored  to  him  at  the. 
distance  of  eighteen  months,  aud  it  must  have  been  infi- 
nitely more  satisfactory  to  the  other  contracting  party,  if 
the  same  person  who  concluded  the  treaty  with  him  had 
been  allowed  to  carry  it  into  complete  effect. 

Lord  Henri/  Pettj/  replied  to  the  observatioas  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  not,  he  presumed  to  say, 
read  the  act  of  1784  with  attention,  or  he  would  have  seen 
that  the  interpretation  which  be  and  ot tiers  attempted  to 
put  upon  it  was  unfounded.  Fo#  in  the  same  clause  in 
which  the  power  of  recalling  a  governoj  was  vested  in  the 
directors,  it  was  also  vested  in  his  Majesty  and  council; 
but  this  seemed  to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  honourable 
member,  who  condemned  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
was  necessary,  to  maintain  the  pre-eminence  of  the  pre- 
sent state.  That  honourable  member  would  have  a  de- 
pendant state  governed  without  being  subject  to  controul, 
and  yet  his  Iflrain  was  unwilling  to  admit  paradoxes.  It 
was  asserted  by  the  honourable  member  that  this  power 
of  recall  was  quite  new  and  extraordinary,  and  that  it  ne- 
ver had  been  exercised  before,  since  1784:  but  it  seemed 
tb  be  forgotten,  that  the  same  power  had  been  before  exer- 
cised by  the  directors.  Yet  it  excited  no  complaint.  But 
when  his  Majesty  ventured  to  use  his  undoubted  prerogative, 
some  gentlemen  appeared  to  be  anxious  to  raise  a  clamour 
against  it,  and  truly  because  ministers  thought  proper  to 
appoint  a  man  of  their  own  choice.  But  was  any  thing 
more  natural  than  that  the  administration  of  the  Sovereign's 

Sovefnment  should  choose  a  governor  fyr  any  of  the  depen- 
ancies  in  whom  they  could  confide  } ,  Were  they  not  by 
the  statute  of  1784  armed*  u  it  h  that  power?  and  did  not 
their  duty  call  upon  them  for  the  exercise  of  it  ?  They 
were  as  responsible  for  the  government  of  India,  as 
for  that  of  Ireland ;  and  it  would  be  u>  just  to  interfere 
YqL,  III.  1805»G?  4C  with 
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-with  their  appointment  of  a  vifcerov  for  the  one  as»witli 
that  of  a  governor  for  the  other.  The  governor  whose  ap- 
pointment had  just  taken  place  for  India  would,  he  was 
persuaded,  afford  general  satisfaction,  and  this  persuasion* 
rested  upon  the  belief  that  that  noble  lord  would  carry  oat 
with  him  to  India  those  principles  of  moderation,  economy, 
and  a  strict  adherence  to  treaties,  which  the  House  had 
heard  so  distinctly  laid  down  by  his  noble  friend  who 
opened  the  debate,  and  which  formed  the  firmest  basis  of 
every  good  government.  Under  the  administration  of 
such  principles,  the  noble  lord,  no  doubt,  however  Ian 
mentable  the  deficiency  at  present  might  be ;  however 
much  the  hopes  of  the  country,  excited  by  the  promises 
of  the  noble  lord  on  the  opposite  bench  (Castlereagh),  had 
been  disappointed  ;  might  still  be  able  to  restore  the  re-, 
sources  of  India,  and  place  its  affairs  on  a  regular,  solid, 
and  durable  footing. 

Lord  Castlereagh  maintained,  that  the  tendency  of  tha 
revenues  of  India  was  td  augment  in  the  manner  and  pro* 
portion  which  he  had  described  to  the  House,  and  that  his 
predictions  were  falsified  by  events  upon  which  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  mari  to  calculate,  namely,  by  wars  which 
he  had  not  in  his  contemplation  when  he  made  the  state* 
ment  to  which  the  noble  lord  on  the  treasury -bench  re- 
ferred.    The  noble  lord  vindicated  the  grounds   upon 
which  the  late  war  in  India  was  commenced,  the  man-. 
ner  in  which  it  was  conducted  by  Marquis  Wellesley,  and 
also  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  concluded  by  Sir  G. 
Barlow,     The  removal  of  this  deserving  individual  from 
the  government  of  India,  the  noble  lord  condemned  in  the 
most  unqualified  terms.    That  Sir  G.  Barlow's  character 
was  the  subject  of  universal  praise,  was  quite  notorious, 
but  he  could  adduce  a  testimony  to  his  merits  of  the 
very  highest  order  ;  for  he  could  state  that  it  was  the  ex- 
press wish  of  Lord  Corn wal lis,  before  he  went  to  India, 
that  when  be  should  have  completed  the  object  of  bis 
mission,  Sir  G.  Barlow  should  be  appointed  to  succeed 
him  in  the  governmept.     What   could  be  the  object  of 
ministers  in  discharging  Sir  G.  Barlow,  so  soon  after  hi* 
appointment,  he  felt  it  impossible,   upon  any  rational 
ground  to  estimate.     As  to  the  debt  of  the  India^  company 
in  India,  his  wish  was  that  it  should^ravel  home,  and  he 
was  sure  that  their  circumstances  and  credit  here  would  be 
quite  sufficient  soon  to  discharge  it  m  Air* 
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Mr*  Francis  considered  the  India  debt  as  hot  less  than 
thirty*one  millions  sterling,  and  the  annual  deficiency 
to  be  2,055,957/.  although  there  was  a  territorial  reye* 
nue  of  fourteen  millions.  Even  on  the  sales  in  England 
from  which  the  dividends  were  discharged,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  loss  of  4 18,540/.  Then  what  was  called 
the  stock  account  exhibited  at  one  view  the  true  state 
of  the  aflairs  of  the  company  ;  and  what  was  the '  true 
state  of  this  account  ?  All  they  took  credit  for  was 
6,181,000/.  and  yet  even  this  was  fallacious;  for  out  of 
this  amount  was  not  deducted  the  capital,  which  in 
every  mercantile  statement  must  be  considered,  and  wheu 
thai  was  subtracted,  there  was,  in  truth,  a  balance  against 
them  of  from  three  to  four  millions.  -  Again,  they  claimed 
upon  government  4,460,000/.  which  was  a  manifest  ex- 
cess on  the  just  demand  of  2,000,Q00/.  In  a  very  short 
time  there  would  be  become  due  from  the  company  in 
England  17,500,000/.  and  what  were  the  measures  to  he 
taken  to  meet  this  exigency  he  was  totally  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture.  Such  was  the  melancholy  view  be  was  obliged 
to  take  of  these  concerns ;  but  while  he  lamented  the 
situation  of  aflairs,  he  highly  .  approved  of  the  nomi* 
nation  of  a  noble  lord  (Lord  Minto)  to  the  high  office 
of  governor-geueral,  and  he  trusted  that,  under  his  ma- 
nagement* some  alleviation  of  these  serious  calamities 
might  be  obtained. 

Lord  Castlereagh  explained . 

Sir'Arthur  Wtlledeg  said,  Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  financial  state  of  India,  which  is  more  properly 
the  subject  for  discussion  this  night,  I  shall  adyext  to  the 
political  subjects  which  have  been  referred  tft  by  other  gen* 
tkmenw 

„  The  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Francis)  has 
asked,  what  right  ScindearTbad  to  the  fortress  of  Gwalior, 
and  the  territory  of  Gohud,  which  have  been  ceded  to  him 
by  thfe  late  treaty  concluded  by  Sir  George  Barlow  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  recollect  that,  subsequently  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  by  Mr.  Hastings  with 
Mahdajee  Scindeah  (the  predecessor  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
deab)>  that  chieftain  attacked  the  Ran  ah  of  Gohud,  and 
deprived  him  of  all  his  territories.  ri  he  family  of  Scin* 
deah  hail  remained  in  possession  of  tho&e  territories,  and  of. 
the  fortiess  of  G  walior,  from  that  time,  until  the  war  which  * 

4  C  2  commenced 
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commenced  in  1803  :  when  the  fort  of  Gwalior  was  taken, 
and  the  country  of  Golmd  fell  into  the  possession  of  one  of 
the  detachments  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief; 
Lord  Lake. 

Under  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  which  1 
*-as  the  instrument  of  concluding  with  Dowlut  Kao  Scin- 
deah,  at  the  end  of  the  rear  180tf,  the  territory  of  Golmd 
and  the  fortress  of  Gwalior  were  to  remain  in  the  posses- 
sion, and  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  government.  This 
will  be  obvious  to  any  man  who  reads  that  article,  or  the 
Confidences  in  the  negociations  of  the  treaty,  which  arc 
published  ;  and  indeed  the  operation  of  the  ninth  article 
upon  this  territory  was  acknowledged  by  Scindcah's  mini- 
sters. The  governor-general,  Lord  Wellesley,  however, 
having  adverted  to  the  situation  in  which  Scindeah  was 
placed  by  the  treaty  of  peace  in  relation  to  other  powers  in 
India,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  his  rival  Hoikar, 
had  deemed  it  proper  to  take  into  consideration  theexpedi* 
ency  of  restoring  to  Scindeah  the  territory  of  Gohnd  and 
the  fort  of  Gwalior.  1  was  of  opinion,  that  Gohnd  and 
Gwalior  ought  to  be  restored  to  that  chief;  and  I  believe 
that  the  instructions  to  the  resident  with  Scindeah  upon  this 
subject  have  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  reason  for  which  the  cession  was  not  made  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  late  treaty  by  Sir  George  Barlow,  is  re- 
ferable to  the  state  of  Scindcah's  councils  from  the  middle 
of  the  year  1804  until  a  late  period  in  1805. 

The  cession  was  a  mailer  of  favour  from  the  British  go- 
vernment to  Scindeah,  and  was  to  be  so  considered.  The 
committee  will  observe,  that  it  if  so  considered  by  Sir 
George  Barlow. '  But  Scindcah's  councils  were  so  badly 
composed,  and  their  conduct  was  so  suspicious,  from  the 
period  before  mentioned,  that  no  concession  could  be  mad* 
to  Scindeah,  without  incurring  the  risk  of  having  it  attri- 
buted to  motives,  which  never  ought  to  influence  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  government  in  India. '  For  this  reason 
the  cession  was  not  made  by  -Lord  Wellesley. 

The  honourable  gentleman  seems  to  think  the  fortress  of 
Gwalior  important,  as  a  defence  of  the  company's  territories 
in  that  quarter.  The  fortress  of  Gwalior  would  defend  and 
cover  nothing,  excepting  itself:  the  company's  territories 
are  rtot  to  be  defended  by  fortresses,  but  by  armies  in  the 
field.    Fortresses  are  useful  as  points  of  support,  and  as 

magazines 
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magazines  to  these  armies ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  Gwa- 
lior  would  be  useful,  if  the  object  of  the  company  was,  or 
was  likely  to  be,  the  invasion  of  Scindeah's  territories  in 
Malwah  •  But  it  is  of  no  use  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of 
the  company 's  territories,  unless  garrisoned  by  a  large  body 
of  troops,  which  body  of  troops  would  be  more  profitably 
employed  in  the  field. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  will  observe,  that  I  con- 
sider Sir  George  Barlow's  treaty  with  Scindeah  to  have  been 
consistent  with  the  spirit  of  that  which  I  was  the  instrument 
of  concluding  at  the  close  of  the  year  1803 ;  and  that  the 
late  governor-general,  Lord  Wellcsley,  intended  to  have 
carried  into  execution  that  part  of  its  stipulations  which  re- 
fers to  G  walior  and  Gohud. 

Upon  a  former  night  I  explained  to  the  House,  that  I 
did  not  consider  it  to  be  a  treaty  of  peace,  as,  in  point  of 
fact,  &e  had  never  been  at  war  with  Scindeah  since  1803* 
It  is  a  treaty  to  amend  and  explain  some  articles  of.  the  for- 
mer treaty  of  ^peacc ;  and  I  conceive,  that  every  article  of 
it  deserves  approbation: 

.  In  respect  to  the  treaty  with  Holkar,  I  do  not  conceive 
that  there  can  beany  objection  to  it.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Francis)  has  asked,  whether  Sir  George  Bar- 
low was  not  obliged  to  conclude  that  treaty  by  the  financial 
distresses  of  the  government.  Approving,  generally,  of  the 
treaty,  and  not  .knowing  the  instructions  from  home  under 
which  Sir  George  Barlow  acted,  I  do  not  conceive  it  ne- 
cessary to  look  for  the  cause  of  his  concluding  that  treaty, 
in  any  necessity  arising  from  the  state  of  the  finances.  The 
honourable  gentleman  Knows  well,  that  when  war  has  been 
carried  on  ibr  three  years  in  India,  it  is  not  very  easy  to 
procure  money  on  loan  :  and  I  certainly  do  not  mean  to 
extenuate  the  financial  difficulties  and  distresses  which  ex- 
isted in  the  year  1805,  as  represented  by  the  noble  lord 
(Lord  Morpeth)  and  by  the  papers  on  the  table.  These  diffi- 
culties certainly  existed  ;  but  in  possessiou  of  such  a  reve- 
nue as  is  enjoyed  by  the  British  government  in  India  at  the 
F resent  moment,  and  in  command  of  such  large  resources, 
do  not  conceive  that  any  temporary  embarrassment,  or  dif- 
ficulties of  a  pecuniary  nature,  could  exist  to  such  a  de- 
gree, as  to  induce  Sir  George  Barlow  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  which  he  himself  did  not  approve,-  and  of  which  he 
should  not  think  his  superiors  in  England  would  approve. 
1  have  already  said,  that  I  was  not  disposed  to  dis- 
pute the  financial  statements  made  by  the  noble  lord  (Mor- 
peth) 
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j*:tb}  as  exhibited  in  the  papers  upon  the  table ;  but  ii 
miibt  be  recollected,  that  these  statements  refer  to  a  period 
of  tf wst  eMensrce  warfare,  which  was  carried  on  m  aU parts 
tf  India  at  the  same  time,  and  for  which  the  preparations 
atd  exertions  made  were  on  a  scale  superior  to  any  ever 
made  upon  any  former  occasion.  There  was  not  an  officer 
in  cdttimand  of  any  detachment,  who  could  prove,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  government,  thai  any  addition  to  the  means 
already  in  his  power  would  increase  his  capability  of  per* 
forming  service,  who  did  not  immediately  receive  orders  to 
make  the  increase  which  he  required ;  and  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  service  performed  was  proportionate  to  the  expence 
incurred.  With  this  recollection  in  our  minds,  it  will  not 
appear  that  a  surplus  charge,  amounting,  upon  an  average,. 
to  about  two  millions  sterling,  is  very  large  for  such  a  pe* 
liod,  and  for  such  exertions. 

The  subjects  which  require  explanation  in  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  India,  arc — the  deficiency  of  the  revenues,  in 
comparison  with  the  charges  (including  the  interest  of  the 
debts),  and  the  great  magnitude  of  the  debts.  My  wish, 
is,  to  shew,  1st,  the  real  situation  in  which  the  finances  of 
India  will  be  in  time  of  peace ;  2d,  the  real  state  of  the 
Indian  debi  in  April  I  SOS  (at  the  close  of  Lord  Wellesley's 
government),  and  in  April  1806;  and,  Sdly,  to  compare 
-  the  debt  with  the»assets,  and  shew  in  what  manner  it  has 
been  incurred. 

It  appears  by  the  account,  No.  2,  presented  on  the 
3d  of  June,  1806,  page  94,  that  the  revenues  of  India,  for 
the  year  1805-6,  were  estimated  at  -  -  j€ J4,*79,533 
The  charges  at    -    .       -  -  -        14,645,844 

The  interest  of  the  debt  at    -         -  -        1,823,040 

The  commercial  charges  not  added  to  the  in* 

voices,  at    -  .      -  -  -  199,806 

The  supplies  to  Prince  of  Wales's  island, 

Bencoolen,  and  St.  Helena  -  -  n  -  236,800 
Making  a  total.of  charge  of  -  -  '-  16,935,4900 
And  leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  for 

by  loan,  of    -     "-  -  •  8,653,957 

It  must  be  observed,,  however,  of  this  estimate,  first) 
that  the  revenues  are  not  stated  to  be  so  high  as  they  really 
arc ;  and  secondly,  that  the  charges  are  for  a  period  efvtnr% 
in  which  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  they  would  be 
higher  than  in  a  period  of  peace/  If  this  be  the  feet,  it 

cannot 
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cannot  be  supposed  to  be  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  at 
fairs,  that  the  charges  of  a  great  empire,  such  as  the  British 
empire  in  India  undoubtedly  is,  should  exceed  the  reypnyc* 
ana  resources  by  two  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  in  one  year,  in  a  period  of  ver?/  extensive 
tear/are.  This  will  be  observed  more  forcibly,  if  th« 
financial  state  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  other  country  vol 
Europe,  is  .adverted  to.    , 

But  the  duration  of  war  ought  not  to  be  calculated  upon  ; 
intelligence  of  peace  has  already  been  received,  and  the' 
finances  in  India  must  be  viewed  in  reference  to  the  stale  of 
affairs  which  must  exist  in  consequence  of  the  restoration  of 
tranquillity. 

In  endeavouring  to. form  an  opinion  of  the  financial  state 
of  India,  in  a  period pf  peace,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
what  will  be  the  revenues  in  peace,  and  what  the  charges. 

In  the  year  1806-3,  the  company  were  in  possession  of  alt 
the  territories  which  they  possess  at  present,  excepting 
the  territories  acquired  by  the  trcatie?  with  the  Guickwar, 
and  by  the  treaties  of  Bassein,  and  of  peace  concluded 
with  the  Mahrattas  in  December  1303.  The  produce  of 
that  year  will  form  the  fairest  datum  from  which  an  esti- 
mate may  be  formed  of  the  probable  future  resource.  An 
average  of  any  number  of  years  cannot  be  taken ;  because, 
in  1801,  the  provinces  in  Oude  were  not  in  the  company's 
possession  ;  because,  in  1803-4,  there  existed  a  drought  in 
all  parts  of  India,  which  affected  particularly  the  produce 
and  revenues  of  the  ceded  provinces  in  Oude,  and  in  some 
degree  those  of  the  provinces  ceded  by  the  Nizam  on  the 
ToQrnbudra  and  Kistna  rivers,  and  those  in  theCaVnatic  ; 
and  because,  in  l$04-5,  the  revenues  of  the  ceded  provinces ' 
in  Oude  must  have  been  affected  by  the  incursion  of  Hoi- 
kar's  armies. 

The  amount  of  the  revenues  in  1802-3  will  afford  an  esti- 
mate of  what  they  will  be  in  future  in  time  of  peace  ; 
akhaugh  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  they  will  consider- 
ably exceed  that  amount. 
The  revenues  in  India  in  the  year  1S02-3,  as 
appears  by  the  accounts  before  parliament, 
were        -  -        -        -        -        *£  13,464,^37 

To  tbissuiu,  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  future  pro- 
bable resource  of  the  government  in  India,  mu?t  be  added 
the  new  subsidies,  and  the  revenues  of  the  territories  gained 
by  the  company  since  the  year  1802-S,  of  which  I  will  read 
an  estimate : 

ESTIMATE 
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ESTIMATE  of  the  late  ACQUISITIONS  in  taking 
*  the  REVENUES. 


REVENUE. 

IN   THE    DOAB. 

Etava  r 

Furruckabad       - 
Sehariuipore        -        -       -        * 
Ditto  under  Moradabad  -    - 
Pitto  under  the  Resident  at  Delhi 


Gross  Re- 
venue. 


Net  Reve-|  In  Sonat 
nue.     I  Rupees, 


Deduct  Tasseeldary,  and  other  allow-  i 
ances,  pensions,  mofussil  charges,^ 
and  balances  irrecoverable,  esti-( 
mated  altogether  at  20  per  cent.  -   ) 

gumroo  BegunVs  Jagheer     -       * 


13,91,818 
6,30,084 
3,42,351 
5,99,015 
5,50,273 


35,13,541 
7,02,708 


j. 


} 


WEST  OF  THE  JUMNA. 

Agra,  exclusive  of  the  Pergunnahs} 
Dholepore,  Sec.  at  first  reserved  to  f 
Scindeah,  and  now  ceded  to  the  t 
Company     -       -       -       -       -) 

Districts  settled  by  the  Resident  at 
Delhi 

Syer  of  Delhi,  &c.     - 

District!  unsettled,  suppose    -     - 

^Deduct  20  per  cent,  as  aboye 

In  Hindustan  rupees  of  sorts 

CuTTACR    - 

Deduct  20  per  cent,  as  above      -. 

Arcot  rupees 

Broach     - 

Deduct  20  per  cent,  as  above 


28,10,833 
,00,000 


10 


10,64,255 


4,25.594 

1 ,83,689 
4,25,000 


20,98,538 
4,19,707 


13,51,405 
2,70,28 1 

10,00,000 
2,00,000 


Estimated  equal  to  sonat  rupees 

Total  of  revenue  of  rupees  of  sorts 

Ditto  in  sonat  rupees 


1 6,70,831 


8,00,000 


73,70,788 


54,89,66452,70,076 


10,80,124  10,37,879 


8,00,000 


Sicca  rupees 
Or,  pounds  sterling    - 


71,07,955 

-    66,81,478 
-    835,184 
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INDIA  from  CONQUEST  and  SUBSIDY,   at  the 

lowest  Scale  possible. 


SUBSIDIES. 

FROM   THE   GUICKWAR. 

Free  Gift 

Subsidy       - 

Syer  Kevenue  in  the  Attaveesy    - 
■    in  Guzerat 


Gross  Re- 
venue. 


60,000 
66,000 


FROM  THE    PEI9HWAH. 

Bundlecund  Gross  Revenue    -     - 
Deduct  20  per  cent,  as 

above    -      -  3,14,595 

Stipend   to   Shumsheer 

Bahadur       -        -        -        4,00,000 


In  rupees  of  sorts 

In  sonat  rupees    - 
Subsidy  in  the  Attaveesy 
Ditto  in  Guzerat        - 
Syer  Revenue  in  the  Attaveesy     - 
Ditto  Guzerat     - 
In  rupees  supposed  equal  to  sonats    - 

ADDITIONAL   SUBSIDY. 

From  the  Rajah  of  Traveneore     - 
Total  subsidies  sonat  rupees     «    - 


Net  Reve-r  In   Sonat 
nue.        Rupees. 


2,00,300 
6,97,275 

1,26,009 


15,72,974 


7,14,595 


8,58,379 

6,50,300 

1,72,300 

1,10,000 

8,000 


8,24,047 


9.40,000 


10,23,275 


17,64,047 


3,48,000 


Or  Sicca  Rupees 
Or,  pounds  sterling     - 

Total  revenues  pounds  sterling 


31,35,392 

29,47,203. 
368,400 

1,203,584 


ACQUISITION!. 


In  revenue 
In  subsidies 


ABSTRACT. 


Sonat  Ru- 
pees. 

71,07,955 
31,35,32* 


Sicca  Ru- 
pees. 

^6,84,478 
29,47,293 


Pounds 

Sterling 

835,184? 
368,400  5 


Total. 
iC'Ster. 

1,203,58* 


Vol.  III.  1805-6. 
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Tliis  will  make  the  future  revenue  of  British  India 
amount  to  14,608,119/. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  1802-3,  a  revisioir 
"was  made  of  all  the  establishments  under  the  governments 
of  India,  with  reference  to  a  state  of  peace. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  establishments  of 
European  troops  in  particular  were  reduced  to  a  lower 
scale  than  that  on  which  they  ought  to  be  left  at  all  times, 
and  on  which  they  exist  at  present.  Neither  dot's  it  appear 
to  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  European  troops, 
beyond  the  number  which  were  in  India  in  the  year  1802-3, 
in  Cbnsequcnce  of  the  additional  territory  acquired  since 
that  year. 

The  native  milifary  establishments  were  fixed  upon  a 
scale,  in  the  year  1802-3,  calculated  for  the  existence  of 
peace  in  India ;  and  the  continuance  of  war  in  Europe, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  the  enemy  stands  in  re* 
spect  to  his  marine,  docs  not  appear  to  render  necessary 
any  addition  to  these  establishments. 

The  actual  charges  of  the  year  1802-3  were  higher  than 
the  amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  and  fixed,  with 
a  view  to  peace.  In  October  1802,  Holkar  gained  the 
victory  at  Poonah  over  the  troops  of  the  Peishwah  and 
Scindeah,  in  consequence  of  which  the  government  of 
Fort  St.  George  immediately  thought  it  necessary  to  as* 
scmble  the  troops  acting  under  that  presidency,  which 
afterwards  marched  to  Poonah  early  in  1803.  The  army 
at  Bombay  was  likewise  placed  on  the  war  establish- 
ment ;  part  of  it  in  the  field  ;  and  both  armies  were  con- 
siderably augmented. 

My  noble  friend  (Lord  Castlereagh)  has  calculated  the 
extraordinary  expences,  in  the  last  six  months  of  1802-3, 
at  500,000/.  above  the  charges  of  the  peace  establishment ; 
and  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  future  charges  of  India, 
in  a  period  of  peace,  upon  the  actual  charges  of  the  year 
1802-3,  it  is  proper  to  strike  off  500,000/.  of  that  amount. 
With  this  sum  subtracted  from  them,  the  actual  charges 
of  the  year  1802-3,  together  with  those  rendered  necessary 
on  account  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and  subsidy,  and  by  the 
acquisitions  gained  since  that  period,  may  be  deemed  fair 
data  on  which  an  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  probable 
future  charges  of  British  India  in  time  of  peace. 


Tbe 
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The  actual  civil  charges  in  1802-3  were  *G.  4,599,372 

The  actual  military  charges  were  -  6,360,614 

From  which  subtract  -  -  500,000 

Remains        -  -  -  5,860,614 

•  * 

Supplies  for  Bencoolen,  &c.  -  *196,848 

Making  a  total  of  charge  in  1802-3  *€.  10,656,*34 

To  this  must  be  added  the  additional  civil  charges  to  be 
incurred  in  consequence  of  l he  late  acquisitions,  of  which- 
I  shall  also  read  an  estimate. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  increased  civil  and  military  charges 
incurred  in  India  since  the  year  1802-3. 

PENSIONS  AND  JAGHEEHS. 

It  tips,  of  Sorts.      Sonat  Rups. 
Scindeah  and  his  family  -        7,00,000 

Royal  family  at  Delhi,  including 

the  ex  pence  ef  irregular  corps     17,00,000 
Begum  Sumroo  -         -        10,00,000 

Total  in  rupees  of  sorts  34,00,000  or  32,G±,000 

;■  _ 

CIVIL   ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Salary  and  establishments  of  seven 

judges  and  magistrates        -        3,92,000 

Ditto  of  six  collectors  -         2,23,200 

Residency  at  Delhi  -  1 ,44,000 

-Civil  charges  at  Bombay         -  40,800 

8,00,000 

Total  of  civil  charges,  &c.  in  St.  rupees  40,64,000 

Ditto  in  sicca  rupees  -  -  38,20,(60 

Total  of  ditto  in  pounds  sterling  -  ^.477,520 

MILITARY    CHARGE*,    IN  BENGAL. 

Two  regiments  of  native  cavalrj,     . 
*  at  20^000  rupees  per  month    -     40,000 

*  These  charges  arc  greater  by  19,662/.  than  those 
stated  by  Lord  Castlercagh,  in  his  speech  of  the  1 9th  of 
Julv,  1804. 
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Seven  ditto  of  native  infantry,  at 

30,000  each  per  month        -       2, 10,000 


[com- 


florae  artillery 

Extra  cattle  to  the  increase 

Off-reckonings 

1Y ear  and  tear  of  two  regiments  of 

cavalry 
"Military   stores,    contingencies, 

buildings,  Sec.  not  fixed  in  the 

amount 


2,900 
10,000 
17,000 

5,000 


25,000 


Per  month     3,09,000 
Per  ann. 

FORT   ST.    GEORGE. 

One  regiment  of  native  cavalry, 

including  off-repko-ungs        -        22,100 
Four  regiments  of  native  infentry, 

at  29,000  each  r        -        l,16,f00 

Off- reckonings        -  -  6,400 

Military  stores,  and  other  charges       15,  '00 
"Wear  and  tear  of  horses  for  one  regt.  2,500 

Per  month      1,62,000 
Per  ann. 

BOMBAY. 

One  regiment  of  infantry  -         29,000 

Off-reckonings,  &c.  •  1 ,600 


37,08,000 


19,44/XN! 


3,67*200 


Per  month         30,600 
Per  ann. 
Tofal  increase  of  the  military  charges,  in  so- 

nat  rupees  -  -  -  60,19,900 

Ditto  in  sicca  rupees  -  -  56,40,000 


Ditto  in  pounds  sterling 

ABSTRACT. 


£.  705,000 


Civil  Charges, 
Pensions  &c. 

Military  ditto 


I   ,<  4,  00 


38,20,H5 


.),1 9,200  56,40,000 


477,520 
705,000 


} 


Total. 
/.  Sterling. 


1,182,580 
The 
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The  increase  of  the  military  establishments  required  in 
India,  and  which  I  have  now  estimated  beyond  those  of 
1802-3,  are  two  regiments  of  native  cavalry,  and  seven  re* 
giments  of  native  infantry,  in  Bengal ;  one  regiment  of 
native  cavalry,  and  four  regiments  of  native  infantry,  oa 
the  establishment  ot  Fort  St.  George  ;  and  one  regiment 
of  native  infantry  on  the  establishment  of  Bombay. . 

In  the  general  distribution  of  the  armies  in  India,  which 
iras  made  subsequently  to  the  treaties  of  peace,  concluded 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1803,  it  was  settled,  that  the  army  of 
Bengal  should  supply  the  troops  required  for  the  subsi- 
diary force  to  serve  with  Scindeah,  (being  six  battalions) 
and  the  subsidiary  force  to  serve  with  the  Ranah  of  Gohud, 
{being  three  battalions)  as  well  as  troops  for  the  Compa  ty's 
territories  under  the  presidency  of  Bengal,  including  the 
acquisitions  in  Bundlecund,  those  made  from  Scindeah  in 
the  Doab  and  in  Hindustan,  aiid  the  province  of  Cut- 
tack. 

By  the  same  distribution,  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George  was  to  supply,  as  it  had  formerly  done,  the  troops 
to  serve  with  the  Nizam;  and  all  those  required  for  the 
southern  parts  of  the  Peninsula,  including  the  garrisons 
and  provinces  on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  Goa)  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry  for  the  Peishwah ; 
^-and  the  government  of  Bombay  was  to  supply  six  bat- 
talions for  the  subsidiary  force  to  serve  with  the  Peishwah, 
three  battalions  to  serve  with  Guickwar,  a  garrison  for 
jBombay,  a  garrison  for  Goa,  and  troops  to  occupy  the  ter* 
ritorics  ceded  by  the  Peishwah  and  the  Guickwar  in  Guze- 
xat,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surat- 

The  establishments  in  the  year  fo02-3  having  been- form- 
ed on  the  lowest  scale,  compatible  with  tranquillity  and  se- 
curity, and  with  a  view  to  external  peace,  it  stands  to  rea- 
son, that  they  could  not  supply  the  additional  troops  re- 
quired from  them,  without  some  additions.  The  establish- 
ment of  Bengal  required  an  addition  of  six  battalions  to 
serve  with  Sciudeah,  and  three  to  serve  with  the  Ranah  of 
Gohud.  The  smallest  number  that  could  be  required  for 
the  protection  to  be  ^ivcri  to  the  cities  of  Delhi  and  Agra, 
to  the  person  of  the  king,  and  to  i  he  territories  in  the  Don d, 
in  Hindustan,  and  in  Cuttack,  Ihtzco  regiments  of  native 
cavalry,  and  five  battalions  of  native  infantry;  which 
numbers  complete  the  augmentation  (viz.  fourteen  bat- 
talions) made  to  the  Bengal  arnny  since  1802-3. 

By 
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By  the  late  arrangements  made  in  India  with  Scindeab, 
it  appears  that  the  subsidiary  troops  for  that  chieftain,  and 
for  the  Kanah  of  Gohud,  will  not  be  required  for  those 
services ;  and  if  it  had  been  intended  to  make  a  more  favour- 
able statement  of  the  finances  in  India,  than  their  situa- 
tion warrants,  it  would  have  been  possible  to  strike  off  from 
the  estimate  of  increased  military  charges,  (amounting,  as 
I  have  already  shewn,  to  upwards  of  GO  lacks  of  rupees,) 
the  expence  of  four  regiments  of  native  infantry,  at  least  s 
but  it  is  apprehended,  that  the  service  of  a  portion  of  these 
troops  will  be  required  in  Bundlecund  for  some  time ;  and, 
at  all  events,  that  the  number  of  two  regiments  of  native  ca- 
valry, andjire  battalions  of  native  infantry,  is  scarcely  suf- 
ficient to  perform  the  additional  services  which  will  be  re- 
quired  from  the  Bengal  army,  in  consequence  of  the  addi- 
tions made  to  the  territories  under  the  Bengal  government, 
by  the  treaties  of  peace  concluded  at  the  end  of  the  year 
J803. 

In  consequence  of  the .  distribution  made  m  the  year 
1804,  the  dut:es  of  the  provinces,  on  the  coast  of  Malabar, 
which,  in  1802-3,  had  been  performed  by  the  army  of 
Bombay,  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  army  of  Fort  St.  George- 
These  duties  had  always  required  eight  battalions ;  and 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  distribution  which  I  have  al- 
ready noticed,  it  had  become  necessary  to  remove  the 
Bombay  troops  from  those  provinces  to  the  northward,  aa 
augmentation  of  the  army  otFort  St,  George,  to  the  amount 
of /birr  regiments,  became  necessary.  The  regiment  of  ca* 
▼airy  to  be  supplied  to  the  Peishwah,  also  required  that  a 
regiment  should  be  added  to  the  establishment  of  Fort  Su 
George,  ' 

The  duties  which  fell  upon  the  Bombay  army  by  the 
distribution  of  1P04,  required  for  the  subsidiary  force  with 
the  Peishwah  >ix  battalions,  for  the  subsidiary  force  with 
the  Guickwar  three  battalions,  and  garrisons  for  Bombay, 
Goa,  Broach,  Surat,  and  troops  to  occupy  the  territories 
rfGoeerat  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surat,  ceded  by 
the  Peishwah,  and  the  Guickwar,  and  conquered  from 
Scindeab;  the  detailed  number  for  each  of  which  services 
it  is  not  necessary  to  mention. 

It  Will  be  observed  from  this  statement,  that  the  addi- 
tional services  required  from  the  armies  of  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay,  in  llie  year  1804,  and  at  the  presfcnt  moment, 
beyond  those  required  in  (he  year  1802-3,  exclusive  of  the 
garri&on  for  Goa,  are  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  six  bat- 

4  talions 


JULY  10.]  INDIA  BUDGET.  $73 

talions  for  the  Pcishwah,  three  battalions  for  the  Guick- 
war,  and  troops  for  the  conquered  and  ceded  territories 
in  theGuzerat.  Accordingly,  the  addition  made  to  the 
military  establishments,  the  expencrs  of  which  ate  in* 
eluded  in  the  estimate  of  60  lacks,  are  one  regiment  of 
cavalry  and  four  regiments  of  native  infantry  for  Fort 
St.  George,  and  one  regiment  for  Bombay ;  making,  in 
the  whole,  ten  battalions. 

No  reductions  of  these  establishments  can,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  made  with  safety. 

The  total  of  charges,  therefore,  for  the  future  peace  estab** 
lUhment,  including  the  charges  of  1802-3,  and  adding 
the  civil  and  military  charges  occasioned  by  treaties  of 
subsidy,  and  by  the  consequences  of  the  Mahratta  war, 
will  stand  thus : 

Charges  of  1802-3  -  -  ,£10,656,831 

Additional  civil  charges,  rendered  necessary 

by  treaties  of  subsidy,  peace,  &c.  -  47f5590 

Additional  military  charges  -  -  705,000 

Total  future  charges  -  -  11,889,354 

The  revenues,  as  before  stated,  will  be        -       14,668, 1 19 

-  -  -- 
Leaving  a  surplus  revenue  of  j£  2,828,765 

From  this  sum  must  be  deducted  the  interest  of  the  debt| 
as  itated  in  the  account,  No.  2,  page  93,  1,823,040/.  ;  to 
which  sum  must  be  added  the  interest  on  the  sum  to  be  bor- 
rowed to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  year  1805-6,  viz* 
2,655,957/.,  being  at  10  per  cent,  265,595/.  ;  making  the 
total  interest  of  the  debt,  in  1806,  2,083,635/;  and  the 
actual  surplus,  after  providing  for  every  dimiand,  will  be 
740,130.  In  calculating  this  surplus,  no  credit  is  taken 
for  any  augmentation  of  revenue  beyond  1802*3 ;  although 
it  is  certain  that  some  branches,  such  as  salt  and  opium, 
must  be,  and  have  been  already  augmented;  the  revenues 
of  the  provinces  gained  by  the  peace,  will  also  produce 
more  thai^  they  have  been  estimated  at. 

The  actual  debt  in  India,  in  April  1805,  was,  accord- 
ing to  account  No,  1,  page  90,  28,197,498,  including  ar* 
rears  of  establishments,  debts  not  bearing  interest,  and 
demands  upon  the  company  of  every  description. 

To  this  debt  must  be  added  the  deficiency  of  resource, 
as  stated  in  page  93,  for  the  year  1805-6,  being  2,655,957; 
and  the  total  gross  d*bt,  on  the  30th  of  April,  will  be 

S0,«7S,455/. 
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30,875,455/.  From  this  sum  ought  to  be  subtracted 
3,  id  1,064/.  (being  the  amount  in  possession  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  redemption  of  the  debt,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1805,)  and  the  balance  will  give  27,722,591/.  for 
the  net  debt  of  India,  on  the  30th  of  April  1806;  of  which 
sum,  the  amount  bearing  interest, appears  to  be  24,250 ,824/. 

When  this  debt,  however  large,  is  compared  with  the 
assets  in  India,  and  with  the  value  of  the  forts,  houses, 
warehouses,  &c.  in  India,  (valued  in  No.  23,  page  78, 
at  9,994,208/.  all  necessary  for  carrying  on  government, 
which  have  cost  money,  and  would  cost  money  to  the 
company's  successors,  whoever  they  might  be,  supposing 
the  transfer  of  the  territory  ever  to  take  place),  and  when 
to  tliese  sums  are  added  the  amount  of  thecompany's  claims 
upon  government  for  money  expended  in  India,  on  account 
of  the  public,  it  may  fairly  be  stated,  that  the  actual  value 
of  the  property  of  the  East  India  company  in  India  exceeds 
the  amount  of  their  debts. 

I  am  aware  of  an  error  in  this  statement,  as  in  this  view 
of  the  debts  and  assets,  the  amount  in  the  possession  of  the 
coram issoner.s  of  the  sinking  fund  ought  to  be  subtracted 
from  the  amount  of  the  quick  stock,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1804.  But  there  is-an  error  also  in  the  assets.  The  quick 
stock  is  estimated  only  to  April,  1804,  and  is  rtated  in 
page  72,  to  amount  to  17,252,399/.  But  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  these  assets,  there  is  an  omission  of  12,48,600  pa* 
godas  in  the  cash  at  Fort  St.  George.  It  appears  by  the 
paper,  No.  19,  page  63,  that  the  balance  remaining  in 
the  different  departments  at  Fort  St.  George,  on  the  30th 
of  April,  1804,  was  57,19,605  pagodas;  whereas  credit  is 
given  in  the  Account  of  the  assets  to  the  same  period,  for 
only  44,71,005  pagodas.  The  difference  between  these 
9 urns  ought  to  be  credited  to  the  assets  in  April,  1S04,  viz. 
12,48,600,  or  500,000/.* 

The  additional  sum  in  the  hands  af  the  commissioners  of 
the  sulking  fund,  on  the  30th  April,  1805,  ought  like- 
wise to  be  added  to  the  assets  calculated  to  that  period* 
Tie  sum  stated  in  page  48  to  be  in  the  hands  o£  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  debt  on  the  30th  Aprils 
J8  4,  is  -  -     -  •       Cl.  R*.  2,80,00,563 

On  t  le  30th  April,  1805,  it  is  Ct.  Rs.  3,15,10,64* 

*  There  is  also  a  small  sum  of  money  omittod  in  the 
cash  at  Bombay,  but  this  is  not  taken  into  the  account. 

Difference 
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Difference  to  be  added  to  the  assets  cal- 
culated up  to  April,  1805  -  rf.S5,10,085 
In  estimating  the  assets  to  April,  1806,  it  is  proper  to 

add  to  them  the  sum  which  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 

commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  in  April,  1806,  viz. 

Interest  upon  the  sum  of  3, 15,10648  current 
rupeesy  for  one  year,  from  April,  1805,  to 
April,  1806,  at  eight  per  cent,  is  about     .£.25,00,000 

To  the  assets  then,  as  they  stood  in  April, 


1804,  viz. 

must  be  addrfd  the  sum  at  Madras  omitted 
the  additional  sum  stated  to  be  in  the  hands 

of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
*  in  April;  1805, 

the  interest  upon  31,510,648  rupees,    or 
'  3,151,064/.  for  one  year,  to  April,  .1806 


j£.  17,252,399 

500,000 

357,008 
250,000 


And  the  total  of  the  asset*  in  April,  1806, 

wijtbe      •     .      -  -  ^.18,253,407 

This  view  of  the  debt  and  assets  of  different  descrip- 
tions, however,  is  taken  only  as  a  general  one,  and  not  by 
any  means  to  be  relied  upon.  Measures  undoubtedly 
Ought  to  be  taken  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  debt ;  but 
if>  from  circumstances,  those  means  should  be  impracti- 
cable, this  general  statement  will  serve  to  shew,  that  in 
case  of  the  transfer  of  the  territory,  upon  the  conclusion 
of  the  charter,  there  is  value  in  India  to  the  amount  of 
the  debt. 

But  it  may  be  contended,  that  this  statement  is  no  justi- 
fication of  the  amount  of  the  debt,  which,  from  1793, 
-when  it  was  7,362,190/.  has  increased  to-be,  in  April 
1806,  27,722,391/. ;  of  which  sum  16,669,745/.  have  l>cen 
incurred  since  1798,  under  the  administration  of  the  late 
Governor-General,  Marquis  Wellesley. 

In  order  to  understand  the  mode  m  which  this  debt  has 
b^en'  inenrred,  itiis  necessary  to  advert  to  the  state  of  the 
cohipany s  affairs  in  1798 . 
The  revenues  hi  that  time  were 
The  charges,  including  supplies  to  Bencoo* 

ten,  ;&c.  *  •  • 

The  interest  of  the  debt  was 
Leaving  a  deficiency  of  resource,  or  a  sur- 
plus net  charge,  of  *  -  194,700 
Vol.  III.  1805-6.            4  £  The 


.£8,059,880 

765,654 
603,926 
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The  debt  in  1798  was  -  .        jg.  1 1 ,032,645- 

The  assets  in  India  were   ,  -  -  9,922,903 : 

This  state  of  the  resourced  in  India  had  been  occasioned 
by  a  laudable  desire  to  increase  the  investment  as  much  as 
•was  possible,  which  will  be  seen  by  a  review  of  what  had*- 

J  Massed  between  the  years  1793  and  1798.* 
n  April  1793  the  revenues  of  India  were       •  j£.8,294,399* 
The  charges,  including  Bencqolen,  &c.  were       6,155,968 
"the  interest  of  the  debt  was  -  526,905 

The  debt  was  ^  *  7,302,190- 

The  assets  were  -  -  8,834,538- 

The  surplus  revenue,  after  providing  for  all* 

charges,  exclusive  of  receipts  tor  sales,  &c. 

was  *•  -  -  ly6]2,92G 

In  the  course  of  the  five  years  between  1793  and  1798,- 
1lie  following  events  occurred  to  increase  the  charges  iir 
India :  there  was  war  in  Europe;  an  expedition  .was  fitted 
out  against  Mauritius ;  and  another  against  Manilla  -r 
Pondichcrry  and  Cochin  were  taken;  ana  maritime  expo--, 
djtions  were  sent  against  Ceylon,  Malacca,  and  the  eastern* 
isPahds.      . 

It  was  neccssafy  to  teop  up  large*  establishments  in  the 
conquests  made ;  and  salaries  were  paid  to  the  civil  and* 
military  servants  of  our  enemies  who  became  our  prisoners. 

During  the  same  period  of  time,  the  company's  mili-* 
tary  establishments  in  India  were  new-modelled,  and  this 
occasioned  an  increase  of  oxpencc.  The  civil  and  judicial' 
establishments  in  Bengal1  were  fixed  en  the  just  scale  on 
which  they  exist  at  this  day;  which  at  that  time  Occasioned 
ah  increase  of  annual  expencc  to  a  very  considerable  amount* 
Accordingly  it  appears,  that  the  actual  charges  of  the 
civil  and  military  establishments  in  1798,  exceeded  the 
actual  charges  of  the  civil  and  military  establishment  in 
the  year  1793,  in  the  amount  of  1,372,209/.  and  the  sup- 
plies to  Bencoolen,  &c.  of  1798,  exceeded  those  of  1793 
in  the  amount  of  102,477/.  But  the  efficient  cause  of  the 
state  in  which  the '  finances  were  found,  in  the  year  1798, 
was  the  continuance  to  send  home  investment  at  the  high 
rate  at  which  it  had  been  fixed  in  the  year  1793,  notwith- 
standing that  the  charges  .of  India  had  necessarily  in*' 
creased,  and  the  revenues  had  decreased  to  the  amount  of 
234,519/.  \ 

By  reference  to  the  accounts,  U  will  be  found,  that  far  - 
the  fixe  years  between  1793  and  1798,  the  cost  and  charges 
8  .  ofi 
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-of  in  vestments -sent  home  to  Europe,  was       ,j£.0,892j794 
Supplies  to  China  -  .  .  339,444 

.Amount  advanced  in  India  to  the  King's 
and  Company's  ships  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, was  -  ,  -  551,952 
;Making  a  total  disbursed  on  account  of  Lon- 
don, of               -             -            -              i0,784,190 
'The  amount  of  supplies  received. from  Eu- 
rope, in  (he  same  period,  for  bills  drawn, 
stores,  merchandize,  export  sales,  and  bul- 
lion, was               ^            -            j-               3,744,425 
leaving  a  balance  of               ^             ..             ,7,039,765 
against  London* 

It  appears  by  what  is  above  stated,  that  the  charges  in 
3fidia,  between  1793  and  1798,  had  increased  consider- 
ably ;  but  there  was  upon  the  five  years.a  surplus  of  re- 
.ccipt  of  revenue  beyond  the  charges,  amounting  to 
<4, 181 ,559/.  which  being  deducted  from  the  balance  before 
stated,  against  London,  leaves  th£  sum  of  2,858,&06/. 
.which  must  have  been'  borrowed  in  India  at  4iigh  interest, 
dor  the  purchase  of  investment. 

It  will  be  found,  that  the  debt  incurred  in  the'fiveyear^ 
Jrom  1793  to  1798,  was  -  <£.3,665,455 

The  increase  of  -the  assets  in  those  five  years 

was  -  ^  >  1,088,365 

Those  in  1793  being  -  -  8,834,538 

-Those  in  1798  being  -  -  -8,922,903 

And  the  actual  increase. of  the  debt  in  con> 

parison  with  the  assets,  was  .-  j£.2,557,090 

In  a  minute  which  Lord  Wellesley  recorded  in  June, 
1798,  he  reviewed  the  state  of  the  finances  in  India,  and 
-pointed  out  the  real. cause  of  the  increase  of  debt  in  the 
following  words: 

"  From  that  paper  it  appears,  that,  allowing  for  a  sup- 
"  ply  in  the  course  of  the  year  1708-9  to  Fort  St.  George, 
"  of  75,00,000  sicca  rupees,  or  937,500/.  and  to  Bora- 
M  bay  of  25,00,000,  or  312,500/.  the  deficiency  for  which 
**  provision  must  be  made,  in  order  to  meet  the  expjected 
"  demands  at  the  three  presidencies  respectively,  will  be 
"in  ^  ,.  Bengal,    -     1,28,68,360 

"  Madras,    -       43,45,351 

"  Bombay,  -       4|,76^fl 

*4<  The  total  deficiency  therefore  at  the  three  presidencies 

4E2  "  together, 
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"  together,  will  amount  to  sicca  rupees  2,13,81,321,  or 
44  2,672,655/. 

44  The  immediate  causes  of  the  estimated  deficiency 
<(  will  appear  obvious  from  the  annexed  accounts. 

44  By  account  (No.  2)  the  sums  appropriated  in  India 
44  to  the  purposes  of  investments  and  commercial  charges, 
44  in  the  years  1796-7  and  1797-8,  amounted  to  4,96, 15, 165 
"  current  rupees ;  having  been,  in  1796-7  2,30,70,150 
44  and  in  1797-8  -  -  2,65,45,040 

"  and  exceeding  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  upon  the  court 
44  of  directors  from  India,  within  the  same  period,  by  the 
"  sum  of  3,83,39,263  current  rupees;  the  bills  drawn  an 
44  the  court  of  directors  haying  been, 
"  in  1796-7,  -  -  79,88,699 

« and  in  1797-8,         ^       -  -  32,87,203 

44  And  !>y  account  (No.  3)  it  appears,  that  the  proposed 
"  investment,  for  1798,  from  all  our  India  possessions, 
44  including1  the  supply  promised  to  Canton,  amounts  to 
"  2,40,88,000  current  rupees. 

44  But  the  accounts  Nos.  4, 5,  and  6,  shew,  that  the  total 
€i  sum  applicable  to  <he  purchase  of  investment  from  the 
44  revenues  in  India,  apd  produce  of  sales  of  imports  from 
44  EurojH-,  was,  in  1796-7,  *  81,43,858 

44  in  1797-8,  -  *  .         -  96,44,550 

"  and  is  estimated  to  be  in  1798-9,  -  78,2*),  133 

44  This  annual  demand  for  the  purpose  of  investment, 
44  upon  a  scale  so  far  exceeding  the  annual  means  of  the 
44  three  presidencies,  is  the  principal  tause  of  the  present 
44  deficiency. 

4<  The  comparative  view  which  I  have  taken  of  our  etf- 
(C  peaces  and  receipts,  in  examining  the  causes  of  our  actual 
44  distress,  sufficiently  proves,  that  ninny  of  those  causes 
"  arc  of  an  absolute  permanent  nature,  and  that  most  of 
44  them  must  be  expected  to  continue  for  a  considerable 
44  time :  that  the  investment,  at  once  the  most  powerful 
€(  cause  of  our  temporary  distress,  tire  main  spring  of  the 
<4  industry  anf!  opulence  of  the  people  committed  to  our 
u  charge,  and  the  active  principle  of  the  commercial  in- 
<4  teresls  of  the  company,  is  more  likely  to  be  increased 
44  than  to  be  diminished  in  any  future  year  ;  and,  conse- 
*4  quently,  that  thcembarrasssmoutsofour  finances  must  be 
*'  progressive ,  if  fcome  means  be  not  devised  for  aiding 
*4  the  resources  of  this  presidency,  which  must  now  be 
*4  considered  as  the  general  treasury  and  bank  of  our  Indian 

44  empircj 
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"  empire,  furnishing  supplies  for  the  services  of  all  our 
"  other  possessions  in  India,  as  well  as  a  large  and  increasing 
44  proportion  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  trade  to  Eu- 
il  ropeftnd  to  China. 

"  The  mode  of  supplying  the  assistance  which  I  would 
"  recommend,  has  already  been  suggested  by  the  account* 
<c  ant-general,  and  seems  to  unite  several  advantages  with 
"  relation  to  the  interests  both  of  India  and  Great  Britain : 
"  it  is  comprised,  in  the  following  propositions. 

"  That  it  be  respectfully  recommended  to  the  honourable 
"  the  court  of  directors,  to  take  the  earliest  occasion  of 
"  sending  out  supplies  to  India  to  the  amount  of  eighty* 
*'  five  lacs  of  rupees,  or  1,062,500/.  in  addition  to  their 
"  usual  consignments,  by  an  increase  of  their  artnual  ex- 
"  port  of  British  manufactures  and  produce,  to  Bengal  and 
"  Bombay,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  indents  from  Bengal 
i€  and  Bombay  respectively ;  and  by  an  annual  supply  of 
"  silver  bullion  to  Bengal,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  lacs,  or 
<k  625,000/.  The  supply  of  bullion  to  be  provided  in  part, 
"  by  a  proportionate  reduction  in  their  usual  consignment 
«  to  China. 

"  The  increase  of  the  export  of  British  manufacture  and 
"  produce  to  Bengal  and  Bombay,  will,  probably,  afford 
"  considerable  relief  to  the  finances  of  this  government; 
"  as,  by  reference  to  the  account  of  sales  of  imports  from 
14  Engluvd,  it  appears,  that  the  average  profit  upon  the 
"  imports  from  England,  sold  in  Bengal  in  1796-7,  has 
iC  been  above  twenty  per  cent,  and  at  Bombay  thirty-five 
"  per  cent,  and  that  demand  is  increasing.  This  measure 
*4  would,  at  the  same  time,  obviously  become  highly  be- 
*c  neficial  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain. 

€i  The  export  of.  silver  to  Bengal  would  be  more  ad  van- 
€i  tageous  to  the  company  than  the  payment  of  bills,  at  the 
u  present  high  ratcot  exchange;  a  rate  which  will  proba- 
"  bly  continue  for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  Such  a 
*4  stock  of  silver  would  be  a  relief  both  to  public  and  pri- 
<c  vate  credit,  and  would  invigorate  all  the  financial  ope- 
**  rations  of  this  government.  From  this  resource  supplies 
"  might  easil  ♦  be  furnished  to  Canton,  through  the  medium 
"  of  the  trade  in  opium. 

"  If  the  sale  of  British  manufactures  in  Tengal  and  at 
*c  Bombay  should  equal  the  general  expectation,  an  addi- 
"  tioml  supply  of  near  a  crorc  of  rupees  (1,250,000/.) 
"  would  accrue  to  this  presidency  from  the  combined  re- 

"  suit 
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**  soft  of  the  two  proposed  measures.  This  supply  would 
**  be  Dearly  equal  to  1  lie  probable  amount  of  the  perma* 
***  Bent  deficiency  of  our  resources. 

"-  Nothing  woukl  be  more  just  (ban  to  appropriate  a 
**>  proportion  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  amount  of 
•*  the  investment  in  Europe,  to  the  augmentation  of  the 
"  ftifids  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  investment  in  India. 
Unless  some  such  plan  be  adopted,  or  some  other  meant 
devised  of  furnishing  aid  to  the  resources  pf  Kengal  from 
England,  it  is  evident,  that  a  reduction  in  the  amount 
"  of  the  Indian  investment  will  soon  become  inevitable; 
4C  for  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  a  very  targe  proportion  of 
*'  the  capital,  which  has  passed  into  Europe,  through  the 
"  medium  of  Indian  commerce,  for  these  last  two  years, 
**  and  is  about  to  pass  in  the  present  year,  has  been,  and 
*  muet  be,  created  by  loans  of  money, ^raised  in  India,  uft* 
**•  der  every  circumstance  of  disadvantage.     The  increase 
**•  of  the  investment,  therefore,  during  the  period  described, 
**  mijst  be  viewed  as  representing,  not  the  surplus  rrcenut, 
•*  but  the  increased  debt  of  India.     The  circulating  capi- 
*^  tat  of  India,  which  is  known  to  be  very  inconsiderably 
"  in  proportion  to  the  productive  and  commercial  powers 
**■  of  the  country,  cannot  supply  so  large  a  drain  ror  anj- 
u  long  period  of  time,  even  in  the  event  of  peace ;  but  if 
#*the   t>ar  in?  Europe  should  continue^  the  difficulty  of 
**' raising  money  for  the  public  service,  by  loans  to  bencgo* 
***■  Hated m  India,  must  become  nearly  insurmountable." 

At  that  early  period  of  time^  flie  governor-general  «u> 
tiestly  urged  the  company  to  provide  for  the  provision  of 
investment,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  supplies  seat 
•from  Europe. 

They  were  still  continued,,  however,  upon  a  scale  mock 
''too  low  for  the  amount  of  the  investment,  notwithstanding 
4hc  efforts  which  were  undoubtedly  made  by  the  noble  lord 
who,  at  that  time,  presided  at  the  board  of  contronl,  and  by 
my  noble  friend,  (Lord  Castlereagh)  and  by  the  court  of 
directors,  to  send  out  larger  sums. 

By  a  reference  to  the  papers  before  the  House  of  Com* 
:tnons,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  total  amount  of  the  sums 
•laid  out  ia  investment  from  April,  1798,  to  April,  180*, 

was                -                 -                 -  £9fi9£* 

Supplies  to  China  ,  -  -  .  1,761,263 
•Of 'advances  to  the  King's  and  to  the  Com- 

.  pany's  chartered  ships  in  tbe  same  period  .    448™! 

,                         Jr^  Halting 
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Making  a  total  advanced  in  India,  up  to 

1804,  r  -  j&  11,829,51* 

In  making  up  the  account  of  the  sums  ad- 
vanced in  India,  on  account  of  the  home 
concern,  the  following  must  be  added  : 
Advances  for  Ceylon,  -  -        .  1,-132,47* 

Making  a  total  advanced  for  the  home 
•concern,  up  to  April,  1804  -  j6  1 3^012,0 It 


•       i 


•  m.  —f  p 


.  The  total  actual  amount  of  the  supplies  received  in  India, 
iy  the  sale  of  goods,  in  bullion  and  stores,  and  fyr  ty&h 
drawn  on  the  directors  in  the  same  period,  appears  lobe 

'     .  ,£9,864,086 

The  WaAce  is  «.  -  3,147,02* 

for  which  London  is  indebted  to  India. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  company  had  a- right  to, expect 
aid  front  the  territorial  resources  of  India ;  that  the  Teremics 
have  increased  since  April,  1798_;  and  that  the  financial 
distresses  whiph  existed  at  that  period  -were  wry  soon  fe-_ 
moved. 

The  events  which  have  Occurred  since  Aptil,  1798,  must 
be  recollected.  The  first  of  these,  in  point  of  tiftie,  wqfr 
the  war  against  Tippoo  Sultaun. ;  at  the  same  time  that  at, 
luge  aritiy  was  put  into  the  field  on  the  frontiers  of  Chide, 
to. oppose  Yemaun  Shah*  The  army  of  Fort  St-  Gc&rgfr 
did  not  return  to  its  quarters  till  the  month  of  December, 
1799;  and  in  the  month  of  May,  1800,.  ther  army  of 
Fort  St.  George  was  assembled  again,  and  put  down  the 
rebellion  of  Doondeah  Wang.  Before  this  service  wa# 
completed,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  against  Egypt  ? 
and,  in  a  very  few  months  after  the  troops  had  returned, 
from  Egypt,  the  armies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bdmbay 
were  assembled  and  increased,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
iurbancofrin  the  Mahratta  empire* 

Besides  all  this,  the  pay  of  the  King's  and  the  compa- 
ny's troops*  serving  under  Fort  St.  George,  was  increased  ; 
and  the  civil  and  judicial  establishments,  under  that  go- 
vernment, were  placed  on  a  more  just  scale  than  they  had 

been  before. 

I  During  these  great  and  extensive  military  operations,  m, 
variety  of  others  were  necessarily  carried  ph  in  different 
parts  of  the  peninsula,  each  of  which  had  a  tendency  t<* 
increase  the  military  charges. 

According 
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According  to  this  statement,  it  appears,  that  axer&to** 
siderable  proportion*/  the  debt  in  India  had  bfe»  incurred 
at  different  times  by  the  purchase  of  investment.  If  the 
account  between  the  revenue  of  India  and  the  company 
hiyi  been  kept  in  the  foftn  of  a  merchant's  account,  or  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  East  India  Company  keep  their 
account  against  the  public,  the  interest  upo»  eaCn  aura, 
borrowed  lor  the  commerce  of  the  company  *  would  hare 
been  carried  to  account  against  them  from  the*  moment  af 
which  such  sum  was  borrowed* 

In  this  tiew  'of  the  case,  the  interest*  at  10  per  cent* 
upon  2,858,206/.,  being  the  amount  laid  out  in  India  us** 
yond  supplies  from  England,  and  surplus  revenue  previous 
to  1798,  would  he  annually  *  -         j£.  885,800 

And  for  eight  years, to  1806,        -  -  »,  126^0 

The  interest  upon  the  sums  borrowed  since      < 

1798,* each  wr  their  respective  number  of 

yeai*<to  1806,  .  .      .    .  .  .   .       933  $05 

Making  a  total  of  >-  -  &.2,159>565 

It  is  evident  that  all  these  sums  have  been  charge*  upon 
the  revenues,  and  of  course  have  contributed  to  $w*U  tkt^ 
amount  of  the  existing  debt.  .  .?>  ...  -i.- 

'  There  is  also  iu  the  amount  of  the  debts-  incurred  dufUJg' 
Lord  Wellesley's  government*  as- before  staled,  a*um,4| 
1,900,000/.  on  the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic,  with  interest} 
which  debt  was  incurred  previously  to  Lord  -Wettefrtey'* 
arrival.  The  mode  in  which  this  debt  was  incurred tem> 
follows:  The  registered  creditors,  under  the  act  of  J7SNW< 
hadya  right  to  certain  portions  of  the  annual  payiaatff 
made  to  the  company  by  the  Nabob,  under  the  treaty  am* 
eluded  with  that  prince  by  Sir  Archibald  Campbell. 

-  In  the  year  1791,  Lord  Cornwaliis  assumed,  the  Na- 
bob's countries,  and  applied  all  the  revenue*  to  defray  the* 
civil  and  military  charges  of  the  Company.  The  creditors 
applied  to  the  Company,  and  the  decision  was  not  passed 
upon  the  subject,  till  after  the  year  1798 ;  when  the  prim** 
pal  which  had  been  due  in  1791,  with  interest  calculated 
to  that  period,  was  added  to  the  Company's  bonded  debt 
of  Fort  St.  George. 

But  there  is  another  view  which  may  be  taken  of  the 
debt  of  27,722,391/.,  which  is  supposed  to  be  due  in  In- 
dia, on  the  30th  of  r April,  1806;  16,669,745/.  of  whfcb 
have  been  incurred  since  the  30th  of  April,  1798. 

The 
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The  assets  in  India,  in  April,  1798,  ^vere        *£.  9,922,903 
In  April  1806,  supposing  them  the  same  as  in 

April  !SU,  they  were  -  •  17,252,903 

Increase  of  assets  in  that  period  is  -  7)229,399 

Subtract  the  increase  of  assets  from  the  amount 
of  the  increased  debt  since  1798,  and  the  re- 
mainder will  be  -  -  9,440,252 
(which  is  the  net  increase  of  debt) 
Set  off  against  the  net  increase  of  debt,  the  * 
sum  of               -                           '     -              3,147,725 
being  the  sum  applied  to  investment,  to  supplies  to  China, 
aud  to  his  Majesty's  and  to  the  Company's  chartered  ships, 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  exports  and  supplies  from  Eu- 
rope, and  the  result  will  be,  that  the  debt  incurred  in  Imka$ 
on  account  of  civil  and  military  establishments  and  services 
of  all  descriptions,  including  the  Egyptian  expedition,  is 
6,292,527/.*  in  eight  years,  from  April,  1798,  to  April,  1806. 
This  view  is  liable  to  the  same  exception  as  the  former, 
on  account  of  the  errors  in  the  accounts  of  the  assets ;  but 
the  error  is  not  of  very  great  magnitude.    In  this  account 
of  debt,  supposed  to  have  been  incurred  on  account  of 

Elkjcal  expences,  is  included  the  amount  pf  supplies1  to. 
ncoolen  and  St.  Helena,  which,  in  the  six  years,  from 
1798  to  1804  only,  amount  to  jBA  ,096,736. 

1  Upon  a  review  of  the  accounts  which  have  been  laid 
before  Parliament,  at  different  times,  it  appears,  that 
large  sums  have  been  expended  in  India,  ■  for  services 
chargeable  to  his  Majesty's  government ;  the  Egyptian  ex- 
pedition was  carried  on  at  the  expence  6f  the  .Company ; 
and  expences  have  been  incurred  in  India  on  account  of 
expeditions  against  the  Danish  settlements,  and  of  their 
capture ;  for  all  of  which  expences  the  Company  have  a 
claim  upon  the  public. 

But  as  these  expences  have  been  incurred  in  India,  and 
jtafe  been  a  charge  upon '  its  revenues,  the  amount  allowed 

&  Sterling* 
*  Increase  of  debt  as  above,  for  service  in  India  -  .  -  6,292,527 
Deduct  Egyptian  expedition      -  «f.(X)2,86l  , 

Carnatic  debt,  with  interest,  as  stated  in  Lord 
Castlereagh's  printed  Budget         -       -         1,800,000 

«    8,703/861 


iUunatna  for  the  net  debt  incurred  oa  account  of  ^    ' 

Indian  Expeuces,  during  eight  years    .       .£.3,589,666 

Vol.  III.  180546.  4F  for 


566  THE  PARLIAmENTAn^  BB6I8TER.  [COM* 

for  them,  and  paid,  or  to  be  pairf,  to  the  Company,  ought 
fairly  to  be  set  off  against  the  amount  of  the  debt,  as  well 
a&  the  sums  advanced  to  bis  Majesty's  skips,  and  for  the 
government  of  Ceylon  already  noticed. 

There  are  other  sums  also  whitfh  now  constitute  a  pari  of 
the  debt  in  India,  the  value  of  which  the  Company  haro 
received  in  England. 

The  total  charge  of  the  Molucca  Islands,  during*  the  time 
they  were  in  the  possession  of  the  British  government, 
pught  to  he  carried  against  the  home  concern  in  the 
analysis  of  the  debt  in  India  ;  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
produce  of  the  Moluccas  was  sent  home,  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  East  India  Company. 

After  this  view  of  the  debt,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  its 
amount,  considering  all  the  circumstances  which  have 
contributed  to  raise  it,  will  not  prove  that  the  Compa- 
ny's affairs  haye  been  managed  in  an  improvident  manner; 
and  that  the  public  will  see,  in  the  general  situation,  of  the 
Company's  finances,  ample  means  of  reducing  this  debt  to 
any  amount  that  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

If  the  mode  proposed  of  drawing  a  proportion  of  the 
debt  to  England  be  adopted,  and  the  saving  of  interest, 
which  will  be  the  result  of  this  operation,  be  added  to  the 
annpal  interest,  calculated  to  amount  to  350,000/.  upon  the 
principal  now  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  for  the  re* 
demption  of  the  debt,  this  revenue  alone  will  make  an  im- 
pression upon  the  debt,  which  must  soon  reduoe  it  to  the 
Jevel  to  whfch  every  body  wishes  to  see  it  reduced. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  the  debt,  and  'he 
embarrassments  occasioned  in  India,  at  different  times,  by 
the  great  demands  for  the  various  services  which  were  lit 
progress,  the  Company's  credit  was  improving  from  the  mot 
inent  of  Lord  Weilesley's  arrival  in  India,  tq  the  moment  of 
Jris  departure. 

On  the  first  of  June,  1798,  the  19  per  cent,  paper  in 
Bengal  bore  a  discount  of  J  to  J  per  cent.  ;  on  the  29th  of 
,July,  1805,  the  12  per  cents,  were  all  paid  off,  and  the  10 
per  cent,  paper  bore  a  premium  of  4  per  cent.  In  June, 
1798,  the  8  per  cont.  paper  was  at  a  discount  of  from  12| 
to  15{  per  cent. ;  in  the  beginning  of  1805,  the  S  per  £ents 
were  at  par,  and  would  have  continued  so,  if  it  had  been 
possible  to  send  out  specie  from  England  at  an  early  pe- 
riod in  the  season,  In  July,  1805,  they  were  at  a  discount 
of  from  3i  to  3|  per  cent. ;  in  June,  1798,  the  6  per  cent. 
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paper  was, at  9l  per  edit,  disoount:  in  1805,  the  6  pet 
cents  bore  a  discount  of  only  8J  per  cent. 
•  This  improving  jstat&bf  the  credit  is  to  be  attribute  to 
the  public  confidence  gained  by  the  regularity  Midpmbb- 
tity  of  all  the  financial  operations  of  the  government ;  by 
the  measure  of  establishing  funds  at  Fort  St.  George  and 
in  Bengal,  for  the  redemption  of  debt ;  and  by  the  judiJ 
ekms  measures  adopted'  for  the  improvement  of  the  re* 
•Venue. 

The  amount  in  possession  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
redemption  of  the  debt,  on  the  30th  of  April  1805,  as 
appears  in  page  90  of  the  printed  accounts*  is  3, 15 1,004/. 
which  sum,  at  8 per  cent,  interest,  will  gWte  nearly  250,000f. 
per  annum  for  the' reduction  of  the.  debt'. 

The  improvements  effected  in  the  reVentie  during  Lord 
Wellesley  s  government  also  deserve  notice.  Exclusive  of4 
the  increase  of  revenue,  by  territorial  acquisitions,  and  by 
subsidies,  it  appears,  that  every  branch  of  the  revenuerf 
1798,  under  the  Bengal  government,  which,  in  the  five 
preceding  years,  had  decreased  to  the  amount  of  234,519/. 
was  improved,  .under  Lord  Wellesley *s  government,  as 
follows : 

1798         1803*4     Increase. 


Mint  duties        * 
'  iPost-offire 
Stamp  duties 
{Licences  for  sale  of  spi- 
rituous liquors 
Fees  and  fines    - 
Provincial  police 
Land  revenue 
8alt  • 

Opium        *  * 

Customs 


S.  Rupees 

.  S.  Rupees. 

S.Rup. 
3502 

■   64540 

68042 

■  140308 

248127 

147729 

'92416 

547137 

454721 

47591 

138209 

90678 

'  6606 

96049 

89443 

■  427928 

456217. 

29289 

20825983 

31805421 

1976438 

10302783 

15S74223 

5071440 

2084184 

39H920G 

1905016 

1251469 

3228865 

2023396 

Increase  of  the  old  revenues  of 
Bengal  during  Lord  Welles- 
ley's  government     -     -    - 


Sicca  Rups.  10794652 
jff.  Sterl.  1,349,331 


The  total  increase  *>/  revenues  during  Lord  VV  dies- 
ley's  administration,    in    different    parts   of   India,    is 

rf.6,GQ8,239 
•  4F8  Th 
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^he  frveriure  having  been,  In  178B     -     -     -    8}059*88O 
And  those  estimated  by  me  for  the  fin  tare    j01^668,t)0 

Th*  general  commerce  of  the  country  is  improved 
Equally  with  the  revenue.  It  appears  by  the  public  docc- 
ments  before  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  commerce  of 
India  is  now  able  to  supply  the  China  market  so  effectually 
as  nearly  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  sending  bullion  to 
China ;  and  large  sums  in  specie  are  now  imported  into 
India  from  that  country. 

After  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  genesfel  situa- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  in  India,  I 
hope  that  it  will  be  found,  that  their  debt,  although  large, 
and  certainly  pressing  in  a  very  great  degree  upon  their 
prosperity,  and  upon  the  attention  of  those  who  have  the 
management  of  their  affairs,  is  not  of  a  magnitude  to 

*  ate  any  danger;  that  it  appears,  that  there  are  means  of 
during  it,  at  r\(f  very  great  distance  of  time,  to  a  moderate 
amount ;  and  that  under  the  auspices  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Morpeth),  by  a  just  attention  to  the  system  of  eeonowjr 
which  be  has  recommended,  and  by  reverting  to  the  sys- 
tem and  scale  of  establishments  fixed  in  180£*S,  with  such 
augmentations  as  the  change  of  affairs  has  rendered  neces- 
sary, and  as  I  have  already  described,  the  revenues  of  that 
great  empire  will  be  found  to  afford  ample  means  of  *efetor- 
ingthe  finances. 

Mr.  W.  Keene  observed,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  pre- 
caution of  the  noble  Marquis,  Bonaparte'  might  possibly 
before  now  have'  had  such  a  footing  in  the  East  as  would 

•  shake  the  interest  in  India.       •  \  - 

Mr.  Grant  had  a  statement  in  his  hand  which  he  had 
reason  to  believe  to  be  correct ;  the  .only  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing wherethe  error  lay,  was  by  comparison,  it  was  impos- 
sible then  to  enter  into  the  detail ;  it  might  be  done  upon 
the  report. 

Mr.  Primep  rose,  and  declared,  that  he  could  not  allow 
fhe  committee  to  rise  without  first  delivering  his  opinion, 
at  great  length,  on  the  alarming  aspect  of  the  company's 
aiiairs,  whom  he  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  absolute  in- 
solvency. Rather  than  again  forego  his  privilege,  of  which 
he  had  been  more  than  once  deprived  in  the  way  now  at- 
tempted, h*  would  count  the  House.  He  was  ready  at 
that  late  hour  to  enter  into  this  investigation,  or  to  adjourn 
the  debate. 
» Mr*  Jloohovse  (the  chairman  of  the  committee)  stated 

that 
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that  the  honourable  member  might ,  perhaps,  have  an 
opportunity  of  the  comparison  previous  to  the  bring- 
ing up  of  the  report :  it  would  then  be  equally  com- 
petent to  him  to  urge  his  objections,  as  it  was  at  the 
present  moment. 

Mr.  Paull  was  confident,  that,  upon  the  resolutions  be- 
ing taken  into  further  consideration,  he  would  be  able  to  * 
disprove  every  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  declared,  that  he  was  extremely  willing 
to  shew  his  statement  to  the  honourable  director,  or  any 
other  member  who  might  be  desirous  of  making  a  compa- 
nion with  any  statement  of  his  own. 

Mr.  G.  Smith  denied  that  the  company  was  in  a  state  of  in- 
solvency, and  observed,  that  such  an  assertion  as  that 
which  the  honourable  alderman  had  made,  required  soma 
further  explanation. 

Mr.  Prinsep  was  then  proceeding  to  account  for  the  opi- 
nion which  he  had  advanced,  when 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that,  from  the  honourable 
member's  course  of  reasoning,  it  was  evident  that  his  expla- 
nation would  occupy  more  time  than  was  desirable  at  the 
then  late  hour. 

<  On  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Morpeth,  the  chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  TUesday 
next. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  an  account  of  the  expence 
of  printing  papers  relative  to  the  affairs  of  India,  front 
March  last  to  tne  latest  possible  period,  was  ordered  to  bo 
laid  before  the  House. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  aud 
the  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning* 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  JVLY  11. 

In  the  appeal  "  Rennie  r.  Tod  and  others,"  Mr.  Horner 
was  heard  for  the  respondent,  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland  in  reply.  The  further  consideration  of  the  appeal 
was  deferred  till  Monday. 

Mr i  Bankes,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Cotnmons,  brought  up  a  message,  desiring  a  conference  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  last  conference. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsiagham,  the  Lords  meed 
•       10  ^    to 
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to  a  conference  on  Monday,  at  five  o'clock,  in  the  Painted 
Chamber,  of  which  the  messengers  were  called  in  and  in- 
formed. 

Sir  J,  Sinclair,  and  several  other  members  of  (he  Home 
ef  Commons,  brought  up  Sir  John  Gordon's  divorce  bill, 
jet  tinted,  and  agreed  to  \  the  vote  bf  credit  bill,  the  New- 
foundland fishery  bill,  the  bankrupt  laws  bill,  and  sooto 
Jrivnte  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time.  The  bankrupt 
tws  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  Greenwich  chest  bill,  and  the  Greenwich  hospital 
Ml,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next 
day. 
On  the  second  reading  of  the  Irish  school  commissioner 

Bill, 

Lord  Rcdesdalc  made  a  few  observations  on  the  clauses  of 
the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  necessity  of  amend- 
ing them  in  the  committee. 

T  he  bill  was  committed  for  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Hobhowe,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
«tf  Commons,  brought  up  a  message,  stating  that  Sir  John 
Gordon's  divorce  bill  had  been  sent  up  by  mistake,  and  re- 
questing to  have  it  returned. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsingham,  the  bill  was  or* 
de*pd  to  be  returned,  and  the  messengers  being  called  in, 
the  bill  wae  delivered  by  the  clerk  to  Mr.  Hobhouse. 

.Sir  John  Newport,  and  several  other  members  of  tfie 

House  of  Commons,  Iwought  up  the  grain  interchange  bill, 

,lhe  Iribh  quit-rents  bill  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed^ 

md  the  oil  of  vitriol  bounty  bill,  which  were  read  a  first 

time. 

TRAINING  BILL. 

Earl  Spenser  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Honsf 
resolving  itielf  into  a  committee  on  the  training  bill.  His 
lordship  observed  that  this  bill  was  one  to  which  he  could 
ftcnrcely  anticipate  any  objection.  It  was  founded  on  the 
**errtse  of  his  Majesty's  undoubted  prerogative,  a  prcro- 
g:\ii . c  which  had  never  been  disputed,  that  of  calling  out 
ail  those  who  were  able  to  bear  arms  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  against  an  invading  enemy.  The  only  question 
that  could  arise  was  as  to  the  means  of  exercising  that  pre- 
rogative. Under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
and  looking  as  we  must  do  lo  ihe  enormously  increased 
power  of  France,  it  was  evident  that  it  was  absolutely  nc* 
teftsiiry  that  a  lurge  efficient  force  should  be  kept  up  ready 
:  for 
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for  the  exigency  of  the  moment.  The  object  of  tlie  pwt 
sent  bill  was.  to  tram  to  the  use  or  arms  two  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  might,  in  case  of  necessity,  oorpe  i* 
ai4  of  the  other  force  of  the  country.  It  was  not  to  be  said 
that  became  we  had  already  a  large  force,  thattkercftofit 
i£.  was  unnecessary  to  resort  to  other  measufcs  ;  it  should  b* 
remembered  that,  on  our  yast  extent  of  coast,  it  was  impost 
«ible  strictly  to  guard  every  point;  it  was  therefore  the  more 
necessary  that  there  should  be  an  efficient  force  ready  to  iralr 
down  upon  any  point  where  their  services  might  be  most 
wanted.  Provision  was  made  in  this  bill,  that  it  should  in- 
terfere as  little  as  possible  with  the  varied  pursuits  of  the 
people,  or  break  in  much  upon  their  convenience ;  -and  at 
the  same  time  «q  option  was  given  to  those  who  might  not 
wish,  for  various  "reasons,  to  be  trained  with  the  persons  oa 
whom  this  bill  would  jgenerally  operate,  or  who  could  not 
go  out  to  be  trained  without  great  injury  to  their  business^ 
to  pay  instead  a  pecuniary  fine.  It  was  also  provided  that 
the  number  to  be  called  out  should  he  balloted  for,  which 
was  thought,  and  justly  in  his  opinion,  the  fairest  mode  of 
choosing  the  persons  to  be  trained,  thereby  avoidtifg  all 
partiality.  He  was  convinced  that  when  the  bQJ  >was 
thoroughly  understood  in  the  country,  the  voluntary  aeal 
and  ardour  of  the  people  would  render  it  unndcensArr  to 
carry  the  compulsory  provisions  into  execution*.  -The  bill 
might  not  be  immediately  operative,  but  he  looked  forward 
to  the  most  beneficial  permanent  effects  from  such  a  system* 
It  was  not  merely  at  the  exigency  of  the  mometriihfttift 
looked  to  the  bill  for  aid  to  the  country,  but  lie  considered 
it  as  a  means  of  inspiring  a  military  character  into  a  large 
mass  of  the  population  of  the  country,  and  thus,  in  the 
midst  of  our  commerce  and  our  wealth,  giving  us  also  mi- 
litary strength,  and  enabling  us  to  enter,  fully  prepared, 
into  any  future  war,  with  the  means  of  sending  out  of  the 
country  a  large' disposable  force.  He  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the 
bilL      •  ■ 

Lord  Viscount  Melville  said  it  was, not  his  wish  to  op- 
pose any  measure  which  his  Majesty's  ministers  considered 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  but  he  must  beg 
leave  to  express-  bis  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  or  utility  of 
the  present  bill.  In  considering  this  measure,  he  naturally 
looked  to  the  present  state  of  the  military  force  of  the 
country,  and  when  he  found  that  we  had  at  present  a  vo- 
lunteer foree  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  thousand  men, 

in 
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in  addition  to  the  regular  army  and  militia,  be  was  induced 
to  ask  where  was  the  necessity  of  this  measure  ?  We  had 
already  a  large  force  of  a  much  superior  description  to  any 
that  this  bill  could  give ;  a  force  which  had  arisen  out  of 
the  voluntary  spirit,  the  seal  and  the  ardour  of  the  country  ; 
a  force,  in  contemplating  which,  every  man  might  sleep 
aound  in  his  bed,  and  consider  the  country  secure.  '  W  hy 
then  resort  to  compulsory  means,  when  we  had  already  * 
sufficient  force,  and  when  the  country  was  ahteady  secure  J 
To  resort  now  to  such  a  bill  as  the  present,  would  tend  16 
dishearten  anil  discourage  ihftt  voluntary  force,  to  whom 
the  country  were  so  much  indebted,  by  telling1  them  that 
they  were  of  little  use ;  that  notwithstanding  all  their  zeal 
and  ardour,  it  was  still  necessary  to  resort  to  compulsory 
means  to  ensure  the  security  of  the  country.    He  did  not 
mean  to  insinuate  that  noble  lords  on  the  other  side  had  any 
wish  or  intention  to  discourage  the  volunteers ;  but  decla- 
rations bad  been  made,  which  had  gone  forth  to  the  coon- 
try,  and  which  certainly  tended  to  damp  the  ardour  and  the 
spirit  of  those  who  had  so  loyally  and  so  patriotically  step- 
ped forward  in  the  hour  of  danger  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
defence  of  the  country.    How  was  such  a  force  as  the  pre*    . 
seat  to  be  properly  disciplined  ?  how  was  it  to  be  officered  f* 
fio  means  were  pointed  out  by  which  such  a  force  was  tote'" 
tendered  really  efficient.    A  great  expence  would  be  IncttN"  ' 
led  in  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  bill  into  execution  ;    1 
an  expence  for  which  he  bad  not  the  least  doubt  that  ' 
four  hundred  thousand  volunteers  might  be  provided,*  pns-   -\ 
perlv  armed,  accoutred,  clothed!  and  officered ;  a  forte  '' j 
which,  it  was  needless  to  say,  would  be  ofa  much  superior 
description  to  that  which  would  arise  out  of  the  present  bilL 
There  was,  besides,  another  objection  to  the  present  raea-    ■ 
sure,  arising  oat  of  a  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  orotigbt  for* 
ward  at  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  in  which  it  was '  - 
provided,  that  if  a  number  of  volunteers  came  forward, 
equal,  to  six  times  the  number  of  the  militia,  the  compul-  '*•' 
sory  provision  of  training  should  not  be  resorted  to.     Con- 
siderably more  than  that  number  of  volunteers  did  come 
forward,  and  now,  notwithstanding  that,  a  new  bill  Was 
brought  in,  to  carry  ihto  execution  a  compulsory  mode  of 
training,   and  thus  to  substitute  a  force  which  was  not 
known,  nor  never  had  existed  in  the  country,  for  ot»' 
winch  had  been  already  tried  and  found  efficient.    He  was 
thoroughly  convinced  that  nothing  had  tended  in  a  greater    ' 
degree  to  silence  the  boastings  of  the  enemy,  and  shew  feinf 

-tb* 


the  futility  qf  his^clwmes  gainst  this  country,  ihm  thai  * 
Zealand  patrio^m.  which  hafl  bei^  so. eminently  evinced  hjr . 
the  volunteers ;  and.  Ji£  appealed  upon  this  subject  to  a ' 
noble  lord,  (Mpira)  on  the  other  side  of  the  H,ouse,  who*  ; . 
when  commanding  in  Scotland,,  spoke  in  the  highest  term* 
of  the  quality  and  efficiency  of  that  description  of  force*  !£,    . 
thqa,  99  he  contended,  the:voluntecrs  were  an  efficient  force,    : 
vrt^ercwas  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  a  measure  for  tr&ia* . 
ing  a  large  portion  of  the  population  cf  the  country  to   - 
arms  ?  The  volunteer  were,  in  fact,  the  trained  population 
of  tjie  country,  and  trained  in  a  manner  greatly  superior, 
to  thetraining  which  wtmld  be  carried  into  effect  ilnder  this  ? , 
bill,    Ue(:agTfced  in  the  policy  of  training  young  mqn  to 
arm*,  and  making  it,  a  part  of  their  education,  but  JiQu 
though/  it  would  he  much  better  to  give  up. the  present  bill, , 
-which  could  not,  at  any  rate,be  carried  into  effect  1W  some- 
time to  come,  and  next  session  a  bill  might  be  brought  m *  ■ 
with  .provisions  more  adequate  to  the.  intended. object ♦   < 

TMe  Earl  of  Moira  sait},  the  noble  viscountagretd  in  the 
necessity,  of  having  a  lai^e  efficient  force  u;kier  theputsent . 
circiimstances  of  the  country  ;  the  oajy  diifarencc;o£jO»i** 
nion.  between  them  was  as  to thfcijijaKty  of  that  force;  He* 
bfid  fcea appealed, to^by  die  noble  y iscount  wilh.rtspact  to., 
whfti  -was  wfo^ply.  uttered  Ijy  Mm,  as  to  tbeefficienby  of  the  * 
volunteer  force  Art  Sootlaad,  .and  to  that  opinion  he  still  ad*    . 
heced*     At.  the. lime,  he  oeianianded  in  Scotland,  he  aot . 
on\p  fuufertook  the; defence  of  that  country,  but  also  of  the 
noRttern  part* of  England  ;  and  had  so  high  an  opinion  of • 
thti.. Volunteer  force,  thaX  he  would  have  led  them -on  with  . 
tbeutn^t  confidence  against  an  invading  .enemy. ,  It  was 
in  thM  confidence  in  the  volunteers  that  he  parted,  with   - 
the  reguto*  troops  under  his  command,  who  were  thereby. 
FQRdercd  disposable  (or  the  service  of  the  country  in  other    • 
quarters^    Tim  waa  not  an  overweening  confidence,  but  a 
confidence  founded  jupon  an  experience  of  the  efficiency  of . 
the.Y/ohmtcpr  force,  ^confidence  which  lie  still  maintained ; 
nor  < would  ,hp.  hesitate  io  lead. on  such  a  force  against  any  ~ 
veteran  army  .of  France  *¥hich.  could  effect  a  lauding  here. 
Th&  RofrljB  .viscount  hhd.. contended  that  our  present  force  . 
iva^u^fficAerU  for  our  defence ;  this  argument  might  be  good, . 
if  y$  could  know  at  what  point  an  enemy  ujight  attempt. to . 
effect  a  la^u'  iug,  or  that  JiQ  would  only  make  the  attempt , at    - 
on^flpinV>  but  with  .our  vast  extent  of  coast,  this  wa&abso* 
Jutely  impossible,    and  therefore  it  became  flecesdary.  to,- 
have  d  J^jge  efficient  force  in  the  country,,  realty  for  the  , 

.  Xfh  ■!"•  1805-6.  4  0  exigency 


\ 


504- '         Tyr  PiitLiJLMENTAfty  register*        [.lord*} 

exigency  of  the  moment.  He  admitted  that  the  volunteers 
were  oi%  arouah  superior  description  of  force  to  the  focce 
\uLich  coiild  be  procured  under  the  present  bill,  but  it  wa* 
npt  yjti  ndtd,  as  the  ix)ble  viscount  had.  said,  to  substitute 
this  rcrce  fur  the  volunteers,  but  to  bring  it  in  aid  of  them. 
rl,he  i.ohle  viscount  had  talked  of  e xpressiohs  ^hich  had 
bren  u*ed,  tending  to  discourage  and/lishearten  the  volun- 
tas, but  he  disclaimed  any  such  in'eitfion  in  any  of  his 
cduaguos  in  office,  and  maintained  that  what  had  been 
ailuded  tp  had  been  iuvi  Ho  \Ay  represented*  Our  pre* 
sent  force,  it.  was  said,  was  sufticient  for  the  defence  or  the 
coutttry :  but  were  they  to  look  only  td  the  defence  of  our 
coast,  without  considering  themo^es  adopted  by  tbeencrny^ 
of  attacking  the  resources  of  our  commerce  and  but  pros- 
perity in  other  quarts  rs  ?  No :  he  looked  forward  to  a  period 
when,  if  the  w«ir  continued,  we  might,  by  means  of  our 
volunteer  force,  andtl  e fore* raised  under  this  bill  at  home, 
be  enabled  to  send  cv»  ry  battalion  of  rcjrtslar  troops  out  of 
the  country,  'to'.contl  at  the  ene<i\yjn  those  quarters  where 
they  were»al!ackin$  our  resourc  s  and  our  interests.  Were 
*n  ^nemjrtheu  to  land  in  this  country,  hie  would  lead  or*  a  • 
voluiiteertarmy  ugnitist'tbfcm  with  the  utmost  confidence. 
It  wftuid.be  wise  policy,  in  such  a  situation,  not  to  risk  a 
battle  without  absolute  iieceu*ty,  but  in. the  mean  inte  the 
|  ea&ant  ry  trained  under  this  bill  might -be  most  ad  Vantage- 
oUksIj  employed  in  firing  from  behind  hedges  and  basks 
upon  the  columns  of  the  anemy  ;  'who,'  unable  to  send  got 
detachments,  and  perpetually  harassed  by  this  mqde  of  it- 
tack,  would  ultimately  be  overwhelmed  and  completely 
defeated.  He  could  not  conceive  by  what -mode  of  calcu* 
lation  the  noble  viscount  had  disc avered  that  two  hundred 
thousand  volunteers  could  be  raided  for  the  same  expencd 
as  would  be  incurred  under  the  present  bill.  How  those 
two  hundred  thousand  volunteers  were  to  be  raised,  it  wto 
beyond  his  comprehension  .to  discover.  As  to  the  objec- 
tion, that  there  was  no  provision  for  officering  the  men  train- 
ed m:i<or  this  bill,  it  was  not  intended  to  officer  them  until* 
the  exigency  of  the  moment  might  require  it,  but  rnevely<to 
train  them  to  the  u&e  of  arms,  that,  in  the  case  of  emergency  > 
they  might  be  employed  with  effect  against  an  enemy,  and 
in  aid  of  the  volunteers.  He  considered  the  bill  to  be  well 
calculated  for  the  purposes  which  lie  had  mentioned,  arxj 
its  provisions  to  be  well  adapted  to  secure  the  objects  intend* 
*d  to  be  effected. 

The  Earl  of  II  estmorland  contended  that'  the  bill  im- 
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posed  a  heavy  burden  upon  the'couutry  without  Ate  pr<> 
Hba'bility  of  'deriving  from1  it  any.  adequate  advantage.  . 
Tiieri  were,  he  believed,  15,000  parishes,  and  bow  were 
the  "men  iit  these  different  parishes  to  be  trained  ? — how 
*na^y  serjebnts  and  constables  must  there  be  ? — how  many 
drums  and  fifes  ?  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  arms  ?— 
were  the  serjeants  to  travel  in  post-chaises  or  balloons  ? 
There  appeared  to  him  to  be  no  adequate  provision  for  cap* 
tying  the  object  of  the  bill  into  effect.  The  bill,  besides, 
threw  a  slur  u|)on  the  volunteers,  by  declaring  that  their 
services  were  inadequate,  it  had  been  said  that  opinions 
given  respecting  the  volunteers  had  been  misrepresented  5 
btk  was  it  meant  to  be  stated  that  all  the  newspapers  and 
all  the  shorthand  writers  had  been  bribed,  to  circulate  a 
misrepresentation  through  the  country?  Were  not  other 
measures,  not  favourable  to  the  volunteers,  suggested  by 
his  Majesty's  servants  through  the  mouth  of  his  Majesty  ? 

Lord  Gfrenville  spoke  to  order.  Th<;  noble  lord  was,  he 
conceived,  irregular  in  discussing  opinions  uttered  in  ano* 
ther  place,  and  certainly  in  mentioning  his  Majesty  in  the 
Way  he  had  just  done. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  said,  if  the  expression  he  had 
tised  was  improper,  he  would  say  measures  that  had  been 
announced  by  his  Majesty  through  the  mouths  of  his 
servants. 

LordGrenville  again  spoke  to  order,  declaringat  disori 
derly  for  any  noble  person  to  say  that  his  Majesty  spote 
through  the  mouth  of  any  member  df  parliament. ' 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  apologised  for  having  used 
the  name  of  his  Majesty  in  any  way  that  was  conceived  im? 
prdper,  but  contended  that  in  discussing  the  opinions  usetj 
in  another  place  he  had  only  done  what  had  been  done 
before  in.  the  course  of  the  debate.  His  lordship  resumed 
his  arguments  against  the  bill,  which  he  contended  was  not 
calculated  to  produce  any  advantage  to  the  country. 
.  Lord  Viscount  Sidmotzth  defended  the  bill,  which  he 
rohtended  was  not  near  so  rigorous  in  its  provisions  as  the 
bill  of  a  similar  description  brought  forward  when  the 
Aoble  lord  (Westmorland)  and  himself  were  in  admini- 
stration. The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  raise  a  force  which 
Aright  be  rendered  essentially  useful,  either  by  beinjf  incor* 
porated  with  the  regulars  or  the  militia,  or  in  other  modes* 
in  the  event  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  It 
'had  been  truly  said,  by  a  great  and  eminent  character,  that 
fie  Height  have  in  this  country  what  an  eneniy  could  not 
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taring  vlth  hirh^an  armed  people',  whom  no  enemy  could 
conquer.  It  tas  ki  this  view  tint  the  bill: was  essentially 
important,  as  contributing  materially  to  tb&t  great  object. 
It  <had  hem  insinuated  'bythe  noble  viscount  (Melville) 
that  this  measure  was  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  peo» 
pie,  in  as  much  as,  by  the  last  training  bill,  compulsory 
measures  were  not  to  be  adopted,  if  the  volunteers  to  a 
-Certain  extent  came. forward.  That  bill,  however,  only 
authorised  his  Majesty  to  suspend,  in  ihat  event,  the 
operation  of  the  compulsory  clauses;  but  did  not,  aor 
could,  affect  his  Majesty's  prerogative  *to  call  out  the 
people  whenever  necessary.  The  present  measure  was  ren- 
dered neccssarv,  in  order  to  raise  a  force  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  wanted,  and  which  would  come 
in  aid  of  the  volunteers. 

Lord  Efdon  declared,  that  no  man  more  highly  approv- 
ed than  he  had  done,  and  that  none  could  at  this  me- 
.  snent  be  more  firmly  convinced  than  he  was,  of  the  pro- 
priety and  merits  of  the  military  measures  brought  for- 
ward by  the  noble  viscount  who  spoke  last.  The  mea- 
sures of  the  ministry  who  succeeded  the  noble  viscount, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  that  great  man  vhose  toss 
was  now  so  justly  deplored,  he  was  also  con vinced  were 
the  best  which  could  be  resorted  to  in  the  situation  in 
which  the  country  was  placed.  These  measures  had  also 
been  approved  of  by  the  noble  viscount,  and  he  (Lord 
Eldon)  was  only  afraid  the  noble  viscount  was  not  en- 
tirely aware  of  the  nature  of  the  present  measures,  intro- 
duced by  those  with  whom  he  now  acted,  who  had  so 
loudly  .decried  the  measures  of  the  noble  viscount  and 
of  his -successor,  as  being  totally  weak  and  inefficient.  The 
opinions  of  the  present  government,  as  to  the  volunteer  force 
of  the  country ,  it  was  not  his  wish  to  judge  of  from  any 
(representations  which  had  taken  place  out  of  the  House. 
He  .must  therefore  collect  it  from  what  he  should  hear 
their  lordships  say  in  their  places  that  night,  lie  must, 
however,  declare,  that,  in  his  opinion,  to  them  litis 
country  was  not  indebted  alone  for  safety  from  a*  foreign  foe, 
but  that  from  their  being  collected  together  at  the  pe- 
riod when  they  Mere  first  embodied,  was  owing  to  the 
existence  at  this  moment  of  the  constitution,  The  present 
bill  or  any  other  which  could  have  any  tendency  to  de- 
grade them,  or  to  render  their  services  less  beneficial,  ha 
could  never  approve  of.  He  alluded  to  the  promises  of 
^minister*  to  bring  forward  a  complete  military  system,  not 

-  apiece 


a  piece  here  and  a  piece  there— but  contended  flmtriifihis 
they  had  completely  broken  their  word,  and  that  after  an 
interval  of  some  months,  first  one.  part  of  their  system,  and 
now  at  the  distance. of  another  month  another  part  of 
their  system,  had  been- introduced.  • 
'  ZordGrenvMle,  after  the  able  statements  in  support  of 
the  measure  made  by  his  noble  friends  near  him,  should 
net  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  oh  the  sub- 
ject, had  it  riot  lieen  for  the  observations  of  the  learned 
lord  who  spoke  last.  For  the  right  honourable  ge*:Ue- 
maa  now  no  more,  to  whom  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
k?d  alluded,  no  person  could  feel  more  strongly  than  he 
did.  He  had  been  his  dearest  friend,  and  when  he  bad 
differed  from  him  it  was  with  sincere  regret ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  could  not  sacrifice  to  him  bis  judgment  and 
every  idea  of  propriety.  With  respect  to  the  opinions  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers  as  to  the  volunteers,  every  indivi- 
dual member  of  administration  in  this  House  knew  that 
there  was  but  one  opinion  among  them.  This  opinion, 
he  desired,  might  be  collected,  not  from  their  words,  but 
from  their  conduct.  Had  they  not  been  among  the  first 
not  merely  to  countenance  and  encourage,  but  themselves 
to  take  a  part  in  that  service;  and  could  it  be  supposed 
that  they  wished  to  do  any  thing  which  should  go  to  de- 
grade and*  insult  themselves  and  their  comrades  and  com- 
panions in  arms  ?  For  the  government  collectively,  too,  he 
could 'declare,  that  so  far  from  degrading,  it  was  their  wish 
to  honour  and  protect  the  volunteers ; — to  protect  them 
mare  particularly  against  that  foul  insinuation  which  had 
been  thrown  out  against  them,  that  they  had  so  little  pa-* 
triotisrn  as  to  be  deterred,  by  misrepresentations  and  mis- 
conceptions, from  performing  t  heir  duty  to  their  country.  If, 
however,  by  saving  the  country,  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
meant  that  there  was  anydread  that  but  for  their  existence 
our  country  was  at  present  in  danger  from  its  internal 
enemies,  he  could  by  no  mean3  follow  him  that  length.  He 
was  convinced,  if  there  were  among  ourselves  any  enemies 
to  the  constitution  of  this  country,  the  occurrences  of  the 
three  last  years  must' have  been  more  than  sufficient  to  bring 
them  back  into  the  path  of  loyalty.  His  lordtbjp  then 
proeoedetLto  shew  that  the  present  was  not  a  separateniea- 
sure,  but  a  part  of  the  general  military  system  which  the 
present  government  had  resolved  to  adopt,  and  which  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  could  bar  »\y  have  expected  to  see 
comprehended  in  one  bill.    First  ihey  had  got  rid  of  one 
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mbame  Whibh'was  universally  acknowledged  to  be  bar- 
densome  and  unjust  in  itself,  which  had  been  unproduo 
the,  and  at  ~the  same  lime  operated  as  a  drawback  on  the 
ordinary  recruiting.  They  then  proceeded  to  introduce 
a  Untiled  endurance  of.  service,  with  the  double  view  of 
increasing  tfce  nuiqbct,  and  of  introducing  into  the  army 
*  new  order  superior  in  zeal  and  energy,  as  superior  itt 
knowledge. '  The  volunteer  force  still  existed,  arid  mow  the 
present  bill  was  brought  in,  for  thfe  purpose  of  forming  ^ 
force  in  addition  to  it,  by  which,  in  time,  the  whole  coun- 
try should  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  arms.  He  informed* 
the  noMeearl  (Westmorland)  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  present  government  to  disperse  200,000  stand  fcf  arms 
among  the  people  of  the  country ;  so  far  Were  they  afraid 
of  this,  f  hat  they  even  intended  to  instruct  them  how  to  use 
them.  Neither  should  they  think  rt  necessary  1o  hare' 
them  deposited  in  some  castle  or  fortress ;  but  should 
think,  that  in  enabling  every  man  to  become  habituated  .te* 
the  t*se  of  arms,  and  the  people  th\is  to  become  an  arm* 
ed  people,  while  they  in  no  wise  endangered  the  peace  of 
the coun try  at  home,  they  rendered  it  invulnerable  against 
erery  foreign  attack. 

Jjord  IhrjolesbHry  entered  into  an  investigation  of  the 
different  measures  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lordj  -and  par- 
ticularly of  the  great  advantages  of  voluntary  services,** 
which  he  was  convinced  would  be  gteatly  affected  by  the 
present  measuwv— a  measure  which,  in  Oils  opinion,  would" 
be  equally  expensive,  nrnl  by  no  means  so  efficient  as  tb6 : 
voluntary  force.    He  should  not,  however,  press  the  matter 
to  a  q action,  ..... 

Earl  Westmorland  and  Lord  Grenville  mutually  tex* 
plaiiwd, 

Enrlllossh/n  shewed  that  the  volunteer  service  could  not 
at  all  be  affected  by  the  present  measure,  which  .was  net  a 
substitute  for,  but  an  addition  to,  the  volunteer  system. 
Hi  took  a  View  of  the  different  immunities,  such  as  exempt 
tionftom  ballot  for  the  militia,  army  of  reserve,  &c.  Hvliicfc 
had  been  formerly  held  out  to  them,  and  maintained,  that 
instead  of  being  degraded,  as  it  had  been  termed  by  tbis 
bilI,itako  went  to  encourage  tlrf  entering  into  the  voliyw-' 
Uet  rtfrps,  by  exempting  all  such  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Mil.  He  asked,  too,  if  it  could1  be  contended,  that  the 
same  number  of  volunteers  would  continue  baring  nothing 
but  the  August  establishment,  while  the  contributions  tverc 
diteconlicueJ  ?  He  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  tbo 
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learned  lord  (EWon>a$  to  the.  volunteers  being  the  saviour* 
of  the  constitution,  and  trusted  it  could  not  evea  be  insi- 
nuated that  such  an  idea  >was  at  all.  well-founded  in  tb* 
present  state  of  the  country.  ,- 

\Lord  Eldon^  in,  explanation/  declared,  that  he  ha<V 
never  either  insinuated  or  dreamt  of  such,  a  th  ing.  He  had 
simply,  alluded  to  the  volunteers  at  the  timeof  their  founcK 
tion,  and  had  attributed  to  them,  he  was  convinced  cor-v 
rectly,  that  this  country  had  escaped  those  destructive  and 
desolating  principles  by  which  the  liberties  of  the  rest  o£ 
Europe  had  been  overturned. 

The  question* was  then  put,  the  House  went  into  a  com* 
mittee,  in  which  riot  a>- single  amendment  was  made,  and 
the  bill  was  reported  i    •  «  " 

The  militia,  ballot  suspension  bill  also* went  through 
a  committee,  and  was  reported  without  any  amendment. 

The  West  India  intercourse  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
«nd  ordered  to  be  committed.  , 

The  other  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded.  Adjourned. 
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'  FMDAY,,  JULY    11. 

The'  London  dock  compensation  bill  was  read  a  third, 
time  ami  parsed. 

4  The  Malta  trade  bill,  the  sugar  bounty  bill,  the  ware- 
housing bill,,  the.  French  wine  bill,  and  the  silk  bounty 
bill,  were  committed.     Report  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  insolvent  debtors'  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  fiiftlier  considered  on  Monday.  < 

Lord  Primrose  moved  that  "the  Committee  on  the  joint 
account  between  England  and  Ireland  should  be  allowed 
to  report  from  tkhe  to  time..    Ordered. 

His  lordship  then  brought  up  a  report  from  the  Com* 
mittee*  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed.  He 
then  move,  for  an  account  of  several  payments  made, 
between  the  years  1801  and  1806,  on  the  joint  account. 
Ordered.  , 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  Malta, 
bill  should  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

Mr.,  Baker  and  M^^Tyjwhitt  Jones  adverted  to  the- 
detriment  which  tjic  maltsters  had  suffered  by  the 'law,, 
and  hoped  that  the  bill  \yould  be  carried  forward  as  soon 
as  possible. 

'  *  'Mr. 
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Mr.  Vaamttrat .  saidr  that  the.  ;imatet*m  enld  aet  hme 
•  sttfijgied  much  hicoareniojice^ns  tiie^.*m<paed>t)ieiidniA- 
fejgcs  .proposed  lo  be  given  them  hytthts  oilLtuMkr  an4H>  , 
der  of  the  treasury.  /♦«•••-, 

<Hr.  York*  asked  <m  what  principle  such  an  cmlar  had 
bfen  issued  contrary  to  law  *  , 

,44r»  Vamittart  defended  it  on  the  ground  of  .it*  being  <r- 
common  praetioe.   "  , 

..If  jr.  Piomer  begged  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  cm*  : 
sider  that  general  warrants  hid  once  been,  issued,  and  thai  / 
the  plea  for  them  was,  that  it  hdd  been  a  common  practice. . 
It  was  a  practice,  however,  which  was-found  to  be.fflS 

Stl*  and    therefore   put  an  end   to,  and  he  hoped*iha£q 
is  practice  too  would  not  much  longer  be  sanctioned. 

lAfter  a  few  words  from  Sir  Charles  Price, <  the  motitii 
was  agreed  to.  #  i 

The  Grenada  loan  bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a  first 
time.     On  the  motion  for  the  second  Heading,  •  *        .  ? 

.  Mr.  Baker  stated  some  doubts  as.  to  the  propriety  of  such  ' 
abill.  *      .. 

<  Mr.  Macdowal  said,  that  its  object  was  to  enable  him  to 
dispose  of  some  property,  in  order  to  pay  the  debt  to  the; 
crown.   This  he  would  hare  done  five  years  ago  if  he  had; 
juji  been  impeded  in  UiscxertLoni  by,thelateIawo(Jlcert  of » 
the  crown.     He  liad  for  some  time  180*000/.  of  capital  j 
floating  in  Scotland  with  this  view.   ;He  trusted  that  wlira, 
the  documents  and  the  w^iole  case  were  before  the  Hopae*? 
his  hotiour.  would  be  found,  to  be.  unstained.     It  wouid.be . 
found  th(it  f)e  had  been  very  hardly  dealt  by;  but  1*. 
was  already  acquitted  by  his  own  feelings  of  .any  infcptpn; 
per  conduct*  •  •     •     . 

;Mr.  R.  Dundas  difl  npt  wish  to  oppose  the  bill ;  but  said. 
that  the  late  law  officers  of  the  crown  ,*u  .England  <and  Sopt*. 
l^ndoug}itnottobp,a^cusedtUl  the  jrhole case.wap  be%e> 
the  (louse.  •    :  ■•  ,.  .   ; ..  .  •  {.  t 

A  fter  a  Jew.  words  frojn  Mr,  JBaker,  $c  Attorney  General*. 
and  Mr.  Johnstone,  thq  bill  jva*  ordered;  to  be  read  &££*> 
cond  time  the  next  day. 

\  Mr.  Bankes  btated  from  the  bar,  <ha(  in  answer  to  a  re- 
quest of  the  Commons,  the  Lords  had  agreed  to  a  confer* 
^nce  on  Tuesday,  next  at  five  o'clock.  \t     , 

Mr,  Ilubhouse  reported  that  |ieh?u  carried  to  the~Lo*4* 
the  tiiess^ge  respecting  Sir  John  Gorcjpn  s  divorce  bill  ;vand 
Bail  received  llie  saitf  bill  from  the  Lords*  * 

1  On 


tint  11..]    -    -  Attn  exim&ta.       \  ** 

OnthetnW^  for  thcthird  readhiffofftcgTHifibtl],    ' 
-Mr;  FVritefr  oppoaai 'the  bitt  on  tW  ground*  that  as  It' 
stead?  at  pfceaedt, -he  4*w  no  advantage  that  could  arise 
from  it,  and  it  might  be  the  cause  of  much'  harm.        ■ ' -*<" 

8U  John  Newport  stated,  that  It  warf  a  tneaftiute  of  the 
same  nature  with  that  which  hard  tiken  effect  with  tegard 
to  North  Britain,  and  no  mean veriience  had  arisen  from 
that  measure.  This  was  the  beginning  of  those  measuYet 
for  extendi***  the  benefits  of  the  union  which  had  not  ft 
yet  been  done.  u' 

The  MS  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

^The  Irish  quit  rents  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


'AftCb?  CREDWOftS.   . 

Mr.  Hobhouse  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
leading  of  the  Ateot  creditors*  bill. 

Jjftv  Ryder  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  1h4t  tfie 
words  "  appointing  the  commissioners  to  report  to  the 
House  th^  grounds  of  their  decision  on  every  claim  that 
was  brought  before  them/*  be  erased.  He  contended,  that 
tWfi  etaitse  made  the  House  a  court  of  appeal,  and  wbft&l 
prerertt' the  decision  of  the  commissioners  from  being'  final. 
Besides,  they  might  sometimes  find  themselves  obliged  to 
dfeckje  iii  opposition  to  the  evidence  that  wat  hid  Wore 
tlem^and  wneri  this  evident  wte  submitted  to  tfye  Housed 
it  MkHild  not  famish  them  "With  the  ground*  tit  the  com- 
mia*iOner»*  decision.  He  conceived  the  'commissioners  to 
be'tlfo  uttfmate  resort  in  this  cade,  since  they  we're  a  sort  of 
arifittntotft'bttwtien  the  Ea&t-Fndia  Company  and  the  cretfl- 

tof**f  tfceiiabob. /  '• 

Lord'H.  Petty  stated  the  origin  of  the  clause  liow  ob- 
jected to,  which  had  Men  proposed  as  an  addition  to  ano- 
ther tvjlfcji  he  had  mttodticed,-for  the  purpose  of  </bligWg 
cttffifarissiMiers  to  TepoW  theft  decisions  to  the  House  from 
tluie  to  jime.  However,  he  saw  no  material  objection  to  the 
ameirtflttiAit'hoW  proposed  ;  but,he  should  wish  to  hear  die 
opmtottt  of  his  legal  friend*  on  the  subject.' 
'    '  Mr.  Wfndhaki  supported  the  clause  as' it  Ytow  stood; 
afid  Observed  that  if  dWYitffWftdth*  Houf&fo  tnvestijafeflbe 
:  grotiildsr^rtnrwMeh*  1he-  aomiinissioners  deet^  In  stay  tfls- 
tance,  b\jt  nfcrely  went  to  enable  pariianleirfto  review  their 
*   moceednv^s  wheneyefr  it'migMjudgfe.pTrtper.    '  - 

uMr : '  Phftbodl  sutfttbited  the  amettflment,  and  contended, 
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that  the  clause  introduced  by  the  noble  l*ord  was  quite  suf- 
,fBqieiit9i08  itwoukl.  bl^cw  .(jbfit  ^^/cwwittbsiooers  dkl  mil 
£{Wcp  overrtheirrdMty,c.aud»ga*e  a.  proper  degree  of  publi- 
city <a  tl|e>  ttwaaiops.  ^      :  fl      .    ,     f 

:  Mr.  1  rands  cqn<e,n$led,  that  the*  public  vere  the  party 
jr)oat  jntere$t«d  ia  ttie  *h<io  Ijusijiessj  since  so.targe*  a  part 
pf  iJ^.reyei\uV^  of, India,  jto  which  thq  cc^vurtry  must  bak 
for  Overpayment  of  its  just  demands  on  the  East  India  Cora- 
|jmiy,,  would  be  consumed  in  liquidatiijg  thp  debt*.     He 
therefore  objected  to  the  whole  measure  ir;>n*  first  U»  .last, 
*nd  main  jaLued,' that  the  disposal  of. so  large  a  smn  as  thfc 
fdebts  ;were  said  to  amount  to,  should  have  been  given-  to 
parliamentary  and  not  to  private  commissioners.  Hetffthcd 
to  press  on  the  House,  how  dangerous  it  was  to  devolve  a 
jbjupiagHs  sq  important  on  private  individuals* 
/  .  The  Attorney  Oeneralhaiidj  that  were  he  one  of  the  coOV» 
.mission,  he  should  wish  that  the  grounds  of  their  .deci- 
sion should  also  be  laid  before  the  House.     The  debts  were 
a  public  subject ;  they  were  to  be  paid  put  of  revenues  in 
\  which  the  country  had  an  immediate  interest.     If  any  sus- 
picion of  fraudulent  dealing  should  arise,  it,  was  prapnr 
*thut  r^arlinmeut  should  not  only  know  the  decisions,  but 
.the  grounds  also  on  which,  they  were  founded.  « 
/  jMr*  Rpse  supported  the  amendment,  >   .    ^M  ...  ,».   , 
i*    Jklr.  Shridon  said,jthat  every  word  bo  bad  heard  cqi*- 
cyThced  him  that  it  was  an  unfit  coramissam.  .  It  was  in  re- 
"  altty  the  puplic money ,l>y  which  tke  debts  were  to  rjeliqui- 
J  dated;  for  how  «was  tlje  public  to*  be  paid  by.  tli&  JEast 
Jndia,.CoiTipanv,  if. their  revenue*  were  swallowed  up  by 
'the  pay  merit  eft  these  debts  ?     Who  were- the  fit  persons  for 
clecidjng  qn  Vu&a  debts  ?    \Vere/  they  not  oomnuasionersso 
(constituted  <\s  tfcat  tbejr  decision  should  be  final  J     Was  it 
not  monstrous  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed 
whose  decisions  shpuld  be^ufrject  to  appeal  ?    This  House 
'was  the  most  fit  place  for  revising  tliem,    and  ,why,  not 
at  once  appoint  parliamentary  commissioners,  whose.  decU 
,  sions  should  be  final  ?    .What  was  known  abroody  wilh  re- 
gard to  India  debts  in  I10i\  justified  .him  rirv  making  a 
^  supposition*  that  some  colleen  might  take, pjace  between 
the  cfeditoraand.tke  Company,  by  whie^  the  public  ought 
fc 'defrauded.  ..,;..     j 

Ldrd  Costierffogh.  was  glad  to  sbe  the  right  ionouraWe 

I  gentleman  in  Tiis  place,  but  as  he  had  not  aflttentjed  Wore, 

r  he  had  misconceived  the  object  of  the  noble  Inrfd  (Petty) 

\~*  1  "'  '  ^  "vT.  in 


.  -  »  -    • 
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in  thts  case,  wbichr  was  hot  the  ptodutftifln  ofHthc  Trlletfc 
fcvMerifcc  *  hutniettly  Ihe  gtfiieral  gro^ncls  ofth^c&MiMfci 
not  with  a  view  to  revise  them,  but  td'tevthftt  the  tfoiW 
mintioners  dftl  tHrif duty.       r  '-•■^    ">    *       - 

*  -MrrSheridart  replied,  lUaf the  noble  fidrttftiVrrfste^'A 
tyrodf,  that  though  h  j>erk>n  at  fended  to  unv  bnsinfcKJ/Mft 
^cll<l  not  therefore  necessarily  understand!*  '{a'l&ugNf.  ^41 
was  ithbofestole  that  the  gtouhcjs  could  to  laid'  befdr*  life 
^Honsc  for.  any  pilrposebiit  revision,  if  necessary.  "6  j  ^^ 
/  Lotfd'tf^rtTy  Fqttyand  Mr.  (rfant,  ntodecaclLa ffcftf^jp. 
scrvation^,  after  Vrhieli  the  bill  tois  read  a'third  time/   •    n 

*  -Mr.  Johnstone  proposed*  cJlaudpto  prevent  uiiy'bftffe 
'Commissioners,  iiotat  pre>cntfmfcmberfc  oYlWlfatfVfn?,  frfiffe 
becoming  so.     After  a  firiv  observation* 'froHi'Iiord1  ffdtoty- 

"Petty,  the  clause  wa^witfitTrawn!  r:.flW^:!»HlcwaSitfic& 

•passed.  .-••!•  •>■•    .  *>«foiH.  ..u 

4     ■  ■    •»■■  .  -  ••  :»-.  ^  i  <;ii».      )  ;ii4  *i      :•-;:■  jJf  »cut 

(   Mr,  WhHbreti&'Xo&t  fmn«m»t  (otlR'4^tk^V»*^i'hdh^ 
give*  on^  a -former  6dca»iohy  abt  WtHWfioW^'ta  the  p*$- 
•  went *t&te  of  the •  Hoifte,  imd  at  1  his  Ytlkr ptffe&bf  tin?  Vi- 
sion, to  move  for  leave  to  ferlif^in  a  bHMwtticlirttor  reglf- 

latioq  of  the  trcadurership  of  the  naW;  %fltVir  the  ptffpo* 
-of  Moving-  that,  iearlyih  thene*t  fce&ion, die  Hfcuse&horfUl 
tnhc  into  consideration 'tbe  abtof lh?99th*of'the(Khi&  ed- 
4itted,  «  An  Act  for  the  better  regnlatlbn  of  the  Office 'of 
treasurer  of  the*  Navy;"  Bverv  memrber-who  aoW'hoaVli 
rflim,  he  apprehended,  'had « reacf  with  attention  the  tepoft 
made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Journals 
'Of'fcbeHoosc  of  Lords,  relative  to  the  late  impeachment'; 
•and  If  they  h^d  read  it,  he  trusted  that  they  'had  taken  ft 
irito  their  most  serious  consideration,  as,' 'according  to  ivtat 
*ap)tea*ed  in  those  Journals,  eliwen  of  theJudgci  ofEngi. 
•land  had  given  it  »as  their  opinion  that  the  law  g»ve*io 
4iold  to  the  poWic  on  its  officers ;  thrit,  without  viohuionof 
•the  fciw,  such  officers  might  make  use  of  (he  public  money 
•for  their  awn  private  purposes,  if  they  pleased:1  and  on 
•pro«f  <  being  had  of  such  application,  that  the  officers  were 
-  not'pwftfehablfc  bV  information  or  ihdictnleat.  r  If  that  opi- 
nion was  caHed  for,'  and  if  the  majority  of  thtfPec rsUijum 
the opiniorisofthe Judged  delivered  totheabove^ffeof^had 
pnVnadncod  Ike'  acquittal  in  the  kite  impeachment,  ihanrnt 
^as'liilfktimsJthatvthis  should  be  declared  to  l»ti.hrivjVif 
it  was  law  ;  or  that  if  it  was  not  law,  it  should  be  declarer}, 

that 
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ihat  it  should  become  so  in  future*  He  regretted  thai  at 
lhi&  late  period  of  the  session  he  could  not  propose,  villi 
propriety,  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  that  subject,  but  he  hoped 
that  early  next  session  this  would  he  done.  As  to  the  act 
of  the  ,25th  of  the  King,  it  did  now  appear,  from  the  opi- 
nions of  the  eleven  Judges,  that  the  public  had,  from  the 
moment  it  was  passed,  up  to  the  present  time,  been'  under 
a  most  gross  delusion  with  respect  tp  its  provisions,  and  that 
large  sums  of  public  raoneyy.as  had  lately  happened,  up  the 
&d&t  of  ,150,000/.  might  be  drawn  from  the  Bank*  and 
deposited  in  any  place  whatever,  by  the  treasurer :  and 
.that  not  only  UeT.  but  pne  deputed  hy  him  might  thus  dis- 
pose of  money,  $#d  l°dg5  ll  in  any  place,  even  beyond 
the  Cf Qtrqul*pf  the  treasurer ;  he  found  not  only  that  tbe 
assigned  balance?  (might  be  disposed  of  in  this  manner,  but 
also  when  another  object  was  in  view,  and  when  it  appeared 
that  the  motive  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  or  his*  deputy, 
wnstt  maketiste  of  the  public  money  for  their  own  profit 
jand  advantage,  we  *till  ivvn^d v  from  these  decisions,  that 
jsnch  practices n wer^r|ot  cojgnuable  by  law,  and  that  the 
.parties  W$rfe<{HHHshable  on.  information  or  indictment.  He 
.wished  that  lie  coidd,  even  in  this  qession,  have  brought 
forward  a  bill  (foj?  the  regulation  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of 
*he  navy,  artd  the  greater  security  qf  tbe  public.  As  that, 
.however,  could  nfytrcouvenieuily  be  done,  he  trusted  that 
"jearly  next  session  his  right  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  would  introduce  such  a. bill,  or  if  he  did  not,  he 
h  rriself  would  do.  it ;  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  his  rigjit 
hoiumruW^  friend,  would  succeed  better  in"a  measure  for  the 
regulation  of  his  awn  office  than  his  noble  predecessor  had 
done*  The  great  difficulty  he. should  (eel,  be  protested, 
would  be  to  find  wdrds  more  strong  than  those  which  had 
been  employed  in  the  act  of  the  23th .  He  Jioped  *  however, 
.that. his  right  honourable  friend  would  make  the  word*  so 
•strong  and  clear,  the  sense  so  conspipuou?  and  defined,  and 
the  enactment  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible that  the  provisions  of  his  bill  could  be  mfecon* 
peived,  or  mistaken.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  this 
House  do,  early  in  the  next  session,  take  into  enreriderattou 
tha  act  of  the  £5th  of  George  III.  ,«hap.  SI ,  relative  to  the 
regulation  of  the  offico  of  treasurer  or  the  mtvy.  On  the 
suggestion  of  the  Speaker,'  he  also  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to , inspect  the  Lords'  Journals 
should  be  entered  aa  read. 

Mr. 
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-  jtfik  Ztftatfer  rope,  not  wjthanv  initio*  tQ  qbjcct,^ 
ibe.  motion,  of  the  honourably  geutfeai^i,  but  bccau^  bo^ 
tbipg»  which  h^  said  appeared  tp  him^o  extraoriiuiary-* 
that  he  could  not  pas*  them  oyer  without  obseryatipju.  ,  IJ9 
seamed  to  have  supposed  thajt  t  Jie  learned  Judges  had  4etej^: 
mined  that^mbewling  the  public  moaey  was  no  of/cne^  cQgf 
jpisaMe  by  law* ,  Tlxe  Judges  had  determined  no  $119^  ^hiuy 
—[Here  Mr*  Whitbread,  by  permission  of  the  House,  rose, 
#ftd  lead  th^  following  extract  from  the  Journals  o(  the 
Xiorcja:  -,-..: 

•    "  Whetf***  it  ^as  lawful  fop  the.  treasurer  of  the  narfo 
before  the  passing  of  the  act  of  25  Geo.  II J.  c.  ,3ljranp 
Snore  especially  wJv?n,  .by  warrant  from  hi*  Majesty,  Jii&saty" 
jy  as  such  treasurer  as  aforesaid  was  augmented,  .injfull,*^- 
tLjfaptipn  far  all  wages,  fee*,  au<J  other  profits  and  emolu- 
jneajts,  to  Apply  any  sum  of  jnoncy  ^prestedfto^fiwjqriip- 
;f  jr(  services^  to  any  other  use  \vh;itsoevqr?  public  or  pri^y, 
without,, express  authority  for  so  .doing;    avid  \kWlxdr 
aflch  application  by  such  treasurex;  would  $bu,vc  ■  .ljiepn  ji 
misdemeanor,,  oj  punishable  by  information  or  indict- 
4tten}i"  "         .'.  .  .",         .'."., 

The.  Jyord  Chief  Justice  of  thfc  Court,  of  Common  Pleivs 
delivered  the  uupuimpus  opinion  #f  the  fudges  upon  tpp 

said  questions  .  ;...»".'; 

"  (Xhztf  it  was. not  lawful  for  thevtieasurcx  of  the.  navjr» 
before  the  25  Ceo.,  UK  c.  yi*  although  after  tha.wattfuit 
^tfited  in  tfi*  question,  to  apply  any  sum  of  inau,ey  inv- 
prqsted  to  him  for.  navy  .services,  or  other  uses  public  or  (,ri- 
.  vate,  without  express  authority  for  so  doing,  so.as  to  consti- 
tute a  misdemeanor,. punishable  by  information. or. indict- 
ment;" and  gave  hU  reasons.]  . , 
,  .   JVfr;.  Leicester,  in  continuation^  observed,  that  he  was 
perfectly  aware  of  that ;  but  then  that  was  no  cir.lx.44e- 
mCj.t  (    The  opinion  only  went  so  fur  as  to  sav,  .that  a  ten*- 
jior^ry  usp  of  the  ptibtyc  money   by  individuals  in  office, 
,was  not  an  ofienee  cognizable  by  lavy ;    and  every  one 
.  JklttrHS  who*asat  all  acquainted  with  tlic  course  of  6^- 
siness  for  these. last  Jhirty    years,   ihat  this  had  nevur 
.been< ,  considered  as  a   public  oflence.     Where  was  J  he 
diiference  between  the  case  of  the  bite  l*ord  lioliantj  mid 
such  individuals  ;  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said^  that 
the  judges  had  given  it,  as  their  ppjnion,,  that  money  might 
by  law  be  drawj)  from  the  Bunk,  and  deppsitcd  elsevvnere, 
for  private  purposes.  They  had  said  no  such  iuing.{l3H>ey 

>ad 
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had  only  said,  that  it  was  not  illegal  to  dtatar  mrniey  from 
the  Bank  bona  fide  fortiaval  service.  Whether  afterwards 
the  trust  should  be  abused,  was  a  quite  different  thing*,  and 
one  .which  they  considered  themselves  as  having  nothing  to 
do  with.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  therefor*, 
seemed  to  have  miscqneeived  them,  and  to  blend  the  liber- 
ty of  takingiout  the  money  with  the  emoluments  made  by 
Trotter. 

Mr.  Whkbread  hoped  that  he  would  be  indulged  with 
the  liberty  of  saying  a  few  words  in  reply.  .  He  had  never 
.mentioned  the  word  embfzzlcmcnt  at  all.  The  learned 
gentleman  meant,  he  supposed,  by  embezzling,  the  tasking 
\ue  pf  the  public  money  and  not  bringing'  it  forward  at  the 
making  up  of  the  accounts.  He  did  not  say  any  thing 
'about  that,  nor  had  he  any  such  thing  in  contemplation. 
What  he  meant  was  the  applying  of  the  public  money  to 

Srivate  purposes  for  a  time,  and  this  be  and  bis  ftfertds 
ad  contended  was  an  offence  punishable  at  common  i*W. 
As  to  the  construction  of  (he  act  of  the  25th  of  the  Kiti£, 
if  the  treasurer  or  his  deputy  might  -take  out  the  morn* 
fypm  the  Bajqtk  /or  naval  purposes,  and  afterwards  apply  n 
to  purposes  of  private  emolument,  then  he  repeated,  that 
the  public  had,  up  to  this*time,beeri  labouring  under  amodt 

Sots  delusion,  for  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  suppose 
at  the  legislature  had  any  other  intention  than  that  the 
money  drawn  from  the  Bank  should  be  immediately  ap* 
plied  tp  naval  purposes,  and  to  no  other  whatever.    He 
again  repeated  that  his  great  difficulty  would  bfc  to  find 
words  more  binding  upon  the  treasurer  not  to  draw  out  w 
money  for  any  other  than  naval  purposes,  and  not  foappty 
it  to  any  Gther  purpose  when  drawn.     It  was,  that  ite 
blended   the  liberty  allowed,  with  the  use    made  of  tfcc 
money  by  Trotter.     Wedid  no  *uch  thing  ;  but  itwafr  ibc 
iearned  gentleman  who  blended  the  taking  out  of  the'irffr" 
ney  with  the  emoluments  made  by  Trotter:    €ould  bis 
right  honourable  friend  near  him,  then,  allow  M r.  Scxtft  to 
takeout  the  money,  to  deposit  it  at  Couts's  and  makewhat 
use  of  it  he  pleased  ?    If  such  a  thing  was  done,  he  ooaw 
tended  that  it  would  be  still  impossible  to  permit  euth  a 
thing  io  pass  without,  at  least,  an    attempt  to  'punUb 
it,  .   He  was  not,    at   present,  -enquiring  what  "was  ** 
law,  in  opposition  to  the  Judges  ?  but  still  they  weW  fal* 
lible  men,  and  liable  to  error/even  in  construing  the  tow* 
This  House,  and  the  other,  might  act  in  opposition  to  tbehr 

opinions, 
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Opinions,  as  they  -were  not  bound  by  them,  unless  they 
appeared  well  founded  ;  and  it  was  no  longer  ago  than  the 
preceding  day,  that  the  House  of  Lords  decided  in  direct 
opposition  to  the.  opinions  of  the  Judges,  after  they  had 
been  solemnly  called  upon  to  deliver  them.  As  the  Judges, 
then,  were  not  infallible,  it  .became  the  legislature  to 
consider,  .whether  what  they  had  delivered  on  this 
point  was  law  or  not.  If  it  was  law,  then  the  law 
ought  to  be  declared — if  it  was  not  law,  then  it  was  high 
time  to  have  a  new  law,  to  render  the  point  clear  and 
certain, 

M%\  K.  Dundas  admitted,  that,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  most  persons,  some  new  regulations  were  necessary  with  re- 
gard to  the  law  upon  this  subject.    But  that  the  purpose  for 
}iphich  he  now  rose,  was  to  advert  to  something  which  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  mover.     That  honourable  gen- 
tleman professed  to  think  that  the  House  of  Lords  ground- 
ed its  judgment  upon  that  opinion  of  tlie  Judges  to  which ' 
hue  appeared  to.  object.     Bat  he  could  not  allow  that  that 
honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other  person,  was  compe- 
tent to  say  upon  what,  the  Lords  were  induced  to  decide 
in  the  case  alluded  to ;  neither  was  the  honourable  geti- 
tieman  correct  in  statins  that  that  House  should  infer,  from 
the  admissions  of  Lord  Melville,  that  the  noble  Lord;  con- 
nived at  Mr-Trotter's  application  of  the  public  money  to 
his  own  profit*  •  •  * 

..,  Mr*  Sheridan  thought,  that,  after  the  opinion  of  the 
Jpdges,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  law  upon  this 
subject  should  be  satisfactorily  settled.  But,  notwithstand- 
*  fag  these  opinions,  he  should  tajce  care  that,  while  he  re- 
_  j&ained  in  his  present  office,  the  affoirs  ot  it  should  not  hp 
jnanaged  in  any  respect  contrary  to  what  the  law  pre-, 
seribeu ;  and  his  conception  of  that  law  was  this,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  neither  pay-master,  nor  any  other  person. 
.  should  take  naval  money  from  ,flje  bank,  unless  it  should 
be  at  the  moment  wanted  for  bonajide  naval  purposes.    In- 
deed, according  to  the  present  arrangement,  his  pay-mas- 
ter had  no  concern  with  a  single  guinea  of  the  public  mo- 
ney ;  and  it  was  somewhat  curious  that  this  was  the  ar- 
.  jrangeipeat  which  Trotter  suggested.    Accounts  arc  now 
opesed  at.  the  bank  in  the  name  of  each  of  the  s]i6-ac- 
countaats,  to  which  money  was  occasionally  transferred 
by  order  of  the  pay-roaster.    Such  was  his.  impression' at. 
to  the  nature  of  this  plan,  that  he  had  recommended  it  tq 

•     *  •         his 
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li is  honourable  friend  and  others  fo  introduce  a  bill  at  once  - 
to  render  it  the  law  in  future  ;  but  they,  not  conceiving  se*  . 
Yeral  other  provisions  necessary  to  the  safe  custody  of  the 
public  money,  thovght  proper  rather  to  postpone  bringing 
forward  any  bill  until  next  session.  The  pay-master,  fiow- 
Wer,  had  now  no  connection  with  any  of  the  public  mo- 
•hey ;  a.nd  he  would  hold  him  inimical  if  he  should  attempt 
to  draw  a  guinea  from  the  bank  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
JSuch  was  the  practice  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
'man  declared  his  intention  to  maintain,  while  be  had  the 
honour  to  bold  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  at  least 
•'until  it  was  otherwise  enacted  by  law. 

Mr.  Perceval  threw  out  for  the  consideration  of  gentle-    . 
men  who  proposed  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  this  subject, 
-whether,  if  the  arrangement  were  enacted,  such  as  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  just  described,  the  sub- 

~accpunlants  might  not  be  open  to  the  same  objections 
which  were  applied  to  the  pay-master :  that  is,  whether 
those  sub-accountants  might  not  be  open  to  a  similar  abusB 
of  the  public  money. 

Mr\  nTiithreaH  thought  such  a  consequence  improbable. 
It  was  to  be  recollected  that  die  sub-accountants  on  the 
trial  refused  to  withdraw  the  public  money  from  the  bank 

'  at  the  particular  instance  of  Trotter,  and  by  no  means  in 

'  consequence  of  their  own  wish,  for  it  appeared  that  incon- 
veniences resulted  to  tbem  from  the  transfer. 

Mr.  Sheridan  could  not  admit  that  the  case,  vriQi  rjfr- 
gard  to  the  sub-accountants  could  ever  br  subject  to  the 

**ame  objections  as  those  which  applied  to  the  pay-master. 
It  was  obvious  that  they  could' not  be  so  to  the  same  extent. 
Indeed,  he  thought  it  quite  practicably 'so  to  watcbthe  sub* 
accountants — so  to  establish  a  check  btet  ween  the  bank  di- 
rectors and  the  navy  pay-6ffice,  as  to  detect  any  drtiVnng 

*  of  mouey  not  necessary  tor,  and  immediately  applied  to,  a 
naval  purpose;  and,  should  such  a  thing  appear  on  tbe 

*  part  of  rny  sub-accountant,  he  had  no  hesitation  iA  say- 
'  in*?  that  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  On  the  instant  to  dismiss 

•Mm:   '  '  *     '  '"     .  *    "  \  ' 

Mr.  Perceval  explained: 

*  Mr.  Fuller  adverting  io  a  noficb  of  ft  'motion  vhich  be 
had  j$ven  some  timd'since,''  relative  to  the  e\ptfaces  hicur- 

*  red  by  Lord  Metvittc  during  his  fate  trial, 'stated,  that  in 
'  consequence  of  the  declaration'of  the  nabje  lord's  son,  that 
4  no  detiy  had  ociuvrat  in  preparing  for  the  trial,  orin*  its 

subsequent 
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subsequent  conduct  no  more  expcnce  had  occurred  to  the 
noble  lord  than  if  the  trial  had  taken  place  in  the  chamber 
of  Parliament,  he  was  induced  to  wave  his  intended  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
noble  lord  on  the  treasury  bench  to  bring  forward  the  pro- 
position  respecting  the  northern  fisheries,  which  he  had 
mentioned  in  *  he  early  part  of  the  session  ? 

Xorfl  Temple  answered,  that  the  measure  referred  to  re* 
quired  more  consideration  than  hchfcd  l>een  yet  able  to  give 
it,  and  therefore  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  it  forward  in  (tire 
.Course  of  the  present  session . 

Mr.  Huskisson  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  important 
business,  which  stood  for  the  present  evening,  postponed 
iil!  Monday,  his  proposed  resolutions  upon  the  subject  of 
finance. 

Lord  H.  Petty  postponed  till  next  session  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  for  a  certain  com pensation  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  land  tax.  From  the  nature  of 
that  commission  he  thought  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  Parliament,  the  country,  and  the  noble  lord  concerned, 
to  have  the  motion  he  meant  to  "submit,  preceded  by  a 
committee  to  inquire  into,  and  report,  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  proposed  compensation  should  rest. 

THE  ttOVAL  FAMILY* 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  second  .reading  of  the  junior 
.princes'  provision  bill,  &c. 

Colonel  Wood  repeated  his  objections  4o  this  measure^ 
the  subject-of  whicn  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  been 
previously  submitted  to  the- consideration  of  a  committee, 
consisting  of  independent  members,  free  from  party  feel- 
ings, to  report  their  judgment  thereon  to  the  llou.-e.  Be- 
fore such  a  committee  the  means  of  each  of  the  illustrious 
persons  alluded  to  in  this  bill  might  be  inquired  into,  4nd 
the  sntary  rnight  be  distributed  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each.  There  were  some  of  them  to  whom,  in 
fad)  no  increase  was  at  all  neccpsnry,  for  they  were  une- 
qually provided  ;  each  of  them  having  a  snug  civil  or  mili- 
tary appointment,  with  the  exception  of  the- Dukes  of 
Clarence  and  Sussex.  The  honourable  gentleman  exhorted 
ministers  to  attend  to  economy,  \*hich  for  the  last  twenty 
years  rhey  professed  so  much  to  esteem,  and  took  occasion 
to  deprecate  the  idea  of  patching  up  any  peace  Which 
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should  not  be  productive  of  complete  security ;  for  with- 
out such  security  it  Mere  better  to  have  eternal  war, 

J/r.  iV.  Smith  thought  the  statement  of  the  efficient  re« 
venues  of  the  different  princes  ought  to  have  Ixen  laid  on 
the  table,  as  he  recommended  on  i»  former  evening.  Had 
that  been  done,  the  House  would  have  seen  which  had  the 
greater  occasion  for  an  increased  allowance,  and  might 
distribute  accordingly,  and  t do  public  would  have  bum 
better  satisfied  with  ihc  proceeding.  The  Duke  of  York 
having  '!ec lined  to  put  in  any  demand  upon  this  occasion, 
did,  the  right  honourable  member  was  ready  to  say,  re- 
flect great  honour  upon  that  royal  person.  But  then  it 
ivas  to  be  considered,  that  his  royal  highness'*  revenue 
was  very  much  indeed  beyond  that  of  any  of  the  other 
princes.  For  his  royal  highness  had  an  allowance  since 
his  manage  of  26,000/.  a -year,  independently  of  the  re- 
venue and  emoluments  arising  from  his  regiment,  and  his 
office  of  commander  in  chief. 

Colonel  fVoodin  explanation  disclaimed  the  intention  of 
ccn*  urin£  in  the  slighesf  degree  the  conduct  of  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  whose  character  and  gentlemanlike  deportment  he 
highly  esteemed. 

Mr.  Rose  supported  the  bill. 

Lord  xlenrt/  PeUy,  observed  that  the  simple  question 
for  consideration  was  this,  whether  they  would  rigidly  ap* 
,  pi v  that  principle  of  economy  to  the  royal  persons  to 
whom  this  bill  referred,  while  they  had  relaxed  in  favour 
of  the  minor  clerks  in  office,  ami  upon  nearly  the  same 
grounds  as  those  which  prompted  the  introduction  of  this 
bill?  That  the  salaries  of  the  one  were  not  proposed  to  be 
augmented  in  the  same  proportion  as  those  of  the  former, 
he  was  prepared  to  stale.  Nothing  more  was  offered  to  the 
House  than  to  make  an  adequate  provision  for  those  illus* 
trions  pefhons,  and  he  could  hardly  think 'here  was  a  man 
in  that  House,  or  the  country,  who  would  hesitate  t8  as- 
sent to. that  proposition,  when  assured  that  their  present 
allowance  was  quite  inadequate. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  after  a  few  words 
from  Lord  H.  Petty,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Rose,  or«i 
dered  to  becommittcd  the  next  day. 

THANKS  TO  THE  VOLUNTEERS. 

Sir  Hear?/  Mildmat/  rose  and  said,  that  he  should  have 
been  much  better  satisfied,  if  the  resolution  of  vbich  fa 
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had  given  notice  hat!  originated  with  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
because  «uch  a  proceeding  would  Inve  been  ftiore  con- 
formable to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  country  at  largQ; 
and  he  thought  more  appropriate  to  the  merits  of  those  who 
were  the  objects  of  it,  if  it  had  come  forward  with  all  the 
weight  and  authority  of  th<»  executive  government.     It 
would  have  become  ministers  to  hive  been  the  foremost  to 
shew  every  mark  of  public  gratitude -to  tint  numerous  and 
respectable  body,  who  had  not  only  exhibited  so  much  zeal 
and  alacrity  in  coming  forward,  but,  during  more  than 
three  years,  had  continued  with  unexampled  assiduity  and 
perseverance  to  contribute  their  services  to  the  defence  of 
the  country.;  and  the  more  did  he  think  it  the/luty  of  go- 
vernment to  liave  done  so,  from  the  general  opinion  which 
prevailed^  that  ministers  were  unfavourable  to  the  volun- 
teer system.     But  the  regulations  which  they  had  adopted 
were  calculated  to  check  their  zeal  and  impair  their  discip- 
line, if  they  did  not  mean  that* the  whole  of  that  force 
should  moulder  away;  but  as  no  such  step  had  been 
adopted  by  government,  for  satisfying  the  feelings  of  the 
Tpluntcers,  by  those  whose  language  and  conduct  had  given 
them  so  much  cause  of  complaint,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  call  on  Parliament  to  express  what  were  their  sentiments 
on  the  subject,  to  avow  their  acknowledgments  for  the 
past,  and  their  anxious  wish  for  a  continuance  of  those 
exertions  to  which  the  country  had  already  been  indebted 
for  having  preserved  it  from  all  miseries  and  calamities  of 
invasion  ;  he  would  not  suffer  the  present  session  to  pass 
without  doing  so,  lest,  »;i  another,  we  might  have  no  vo- 
lunteers left  to  thank.     In  laying  the  grounds  of  his  reso- 
lution, it  would  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  state  of  the 
country  when  the  volunteers  were  incorporated,  and- their 
condupt  since  that  period.     They  were  established  at  1  lift 
commencement  of  the  war,  at  a  period  of  immediate  and 
imminent  danger,  when  our  military' establishments  b;td 
been  reduced  to  a  low  scale,  and  we  had  to  contend  with 
,  an  enemy  who  had  a  numerous  army  on  foot,  that  threat- 
ened us  with  immediate  invasion.     The  government  then 
thought  it  necessary,  very  wisely,  to  call  on  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the /population  to  arm    in  defence  of  their 
country.     The  zeal  and  alacri'y  with  which  persons  of  all 
ranks,  ages  and  descriptions  obeyed  that  summons  could 
not  too  often  be  repeated,  or  too  loudly  applauded  ;  that 
seal;  so  far  from  abating,  had  euqreased  as  the  volunteers 

4  I  2    .  improved 
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improved  in  discipline.     Though  no  hostile  army  had  ac~ 
tuallj-  reached  our  coasts,  several  alarms  had  taken  place 
%in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  promptitude 
with  which  the  volunteers  had  flocked  to  the  spot  where 
it  aro:-e,  was  a  proof  of  what  would  have  been  their  con^ 
duct  if  those  alarms  had  been  real.    A  false  alarm  had 
been  given  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield,  and  it  ap^ 
pcarcd  by  the  return  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  vo-* 
luntecrs  there,  that  notonly  every  individual  who  actually 
belonged  to  the  corps,  but  every  man  who  had  at  any 
time  been  a  member  of  it  and  had  retired,  flocked  to  the* 
volunteer  standard,    and  they  actually  marehed  many 
miles  in  the  expectation  of  meeting  an  enemy.     Circunw 
stances  of  a  similar  nature  had  occurred  in  Scotland,  and 
the  same  zeal  and  intrepidity  had  been  exhibited  by  the. 
Scotch   volunteers  ;  they  had,  in  one  instance,  marched 
three  hundred  miles  in  the  depth  of  winter,  in  frost  and 
snow  i  and  such  >vas  the  opinion  which  a  noble  and  gallant 
ford,  who  commanded  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
tftfertajned  of  their  spirit  and  of  their  discipline,  that  be 
had  declared,  in  his  phicc  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  her 
wOuTJ  willingly  encounter  any  number  of  the  enemy  who 
might  land  without  the  assistance  of  a  single  regnkr  bat* 
talion.    With  such  instances  before  their  eyes,  no  one  could 
doubt  that  the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  volunteers  had  in 
no  degree  abated ;  what  they  wanted  in  experience  they 
had  made  up  in  diligence,  assiduity,  and  perseverance; 
aud  there  are  many  corps  of  them  as  forward  in  discipline,, 
and  a9  ready  and  accurate  in  military  evolutions  as  regi- 
ments of  the  militia,  or  even  some  of  the  new  raised  regi-, 
ments  of  regular**     The  evidence  of  the  perfection  which 
they  had  ptt  aincd  would  be  seen  in  the  report  of  the  in- 
specting ficld-ofticm,  which  had  been  laid  before  Parlta~ 
ment ;  the  persons  who  had  made  these  reports,  were  men 
of  fhe  highest  character  and  military  science,  and  wher 
would  not  for  a  moment  be  supposed  to  have  falsified  the 
truth,  to  (latter  the  volunteers,  or  condescended  to  deceive 
government  on  so  in  porta  nt   a  point.     Did  they  agree' 
with  those  who  represented  the  volunteers  as  scarecrows, 
who  stigmatized  «tv*m  as" the  depositories  of  panic,  who 
stated  them  as  calruhied  only  to  curry  dismay  and  confu-- 
sion  among  regular  troops,  and  formidable  only  to  their 
friends  ? .  No  such  thing;  the  report  of  these  officers  indi- 
rectly the  reverse ;  they  describe  many  corps  of  volunteers- 

as 


■ 
■ 


*ULV  1 1 .1   THANKS  tO  THB  YdtBNTE£H9.   -       6fS 

as  fit  to  act  with  any  regiments  of  the  line,  many  more  at 
fit  for  actual  service,  and  the  remainder  as  gradually  im- 
proving in  discipline.  Among  the  number  of  morethaa 
300,000  men,  there  must  be  some,  either  from  accident* 
from  want  of  opportunity  (from  any  tiling  but  want  of 
seal),  who  have  not  made  sogreat  a  proficiency  as  others  ; 
but  in  all  the  mass  of  zeal,  spirit,  and  perseverance,  which 
is  Contained  in  these  reports,  there  are  few,  indeed,  like 
those  under  the  conrtmand  of  the  right  honourable  secretary 
who  are  too  bad  to  be  reported  on  at. all.  if  government 
had  abolished  these  inspecting  field  officers  from  mo!ivc* 
of  public  economy,  he  certainly  applauded  the  principle,  • 
but  he  lamented  the  application  of  it.  The  number  might 
perhaps  be  reduced  with  advantage,  but  he  was  confident, 
that  days  of  inspection  contributed  very  essentially  to  ex- 
cite tiie  emulation  and  continue  the  aseal  of  the  volunteers* 
They  did  not  consider  them,  as  had  been  said,  asa  hardship, 
but  always,  as  far  as  he  had  seen,  looked  forward  with  groat 
anxiety  and  eagerness  to  the  reports  of  those  ojiiccrs  t& 
whose  inspection  they  were  subjected ;  and  as  to  their 
having  become  remiss  in  their  attendance  on  such  occa- 
sions, he  must  beg  to  doubt  the  fact;  he  had  never  found 
it ;  those  under  his  own  command  had  invariably  mus- 
tered four-fifths  of  the  effective,  on  days  of  inspection, 
ever  since  the  volunteers  had  been  formed;  and  he  knew 
the  same  of  others.  ,  He  understood  that  the  present  plan 
went  to  place  the  volunteers  under  the  command  of  the 
general  of  the  district,  who  was  to  inspect  them  three 
times  a-year.  For  this  he  thought  a  fresh  act  of  Parlia- 
ment necessary,  as  the  volunteers  were  at  present  subject 
only  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  inspecting  field  officer,  and 
it  would  place  a  vast  additional  trouble  and  responsibility 
on  general  officers,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  was  possible 
for  men  to  accomplish  it,  at  least  to  any  good  purpose. 
If  the  generals  of  districts  who  were  cavalry  officers  wen? 
to  inspect  the  infantry,  and  infantry  officers  the  cavalry, 
lie  very  much  doubled  whether  great  confidence  could  be 
placed  in  such  reports.  There  was  also  another  part  of 
the  new  system  to  which  he  had  even  stronger  objections^, 
namely,  the  abolition  of  permanent  duty.  Permanent 
duty  was  the  vital  essence  of  the  volunteers,  the  main- 
spring of  their  discipline ;  it  would  be  invariably  found,, 
that  those  who  had  been  most  out  on  permanent  duty  weru 
in  the  highestietate  of  discipline,  and  those  who  had  been 

least 
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feast    out  Were.the  most  deficient.     To  bring  the  Volun- 
teers to  that  state  of  perfection  of  which  they  were  capa- 
ble, and  to  which  they  were  fast  approAchin^,  permanent 
duty  should  be  rigidly  enforced.     He  could  hardly  help' 
thinking  that  destroying  permanent  duty  was  one  of  Uid 
»    indirect  means  by  which  it  was  intended  to  disband  the* 
volunteers*     The  effect  of  many  of  the  late  regulations 
went  to  damp  their  zeal,  to  destroy  fheir emulation,  and  to 
impair  their  discipline ',  and,  coupled  with  the  language  of 
disapprobation  and  the  expressions  of  derision  which  had 
been  used  towards,  them,  could  not  fail  to  excite  di  ap«» 
pointment  and  disgust  amongst  them,  and  become  fatal  to 
the  system.     If  ministers  disapproved  of  the  volunteers, 
and  thought  that  they  could  direct  the  physical  strength  of 
the  country  into  a  channel  more  conducive  to  the  public 
interests,  they  were  quite  in  the  right  to  abolish  tha'  sys- 
tem.    It  would  be  more  fair  and  manly,  if  such  be  their 
sentiments,  to  say  at  once  to  the  volunteers,  "  We  thank 
you  'for  your  zeal  and  perseverance ;  you  -have  <|one  the 
state  some  service,  and  they  know  it,  but  we  have  no  far- 
ther occasion  to  make  utc  of  you."    But  if  they  really 
mean,  as  they  sometinvs  state,  to  continue  the  volunteers, 
they  are  singularly  unfortunate  in  ihc  means  they  resort  to* 
It  is  not  to  be  effected  by  weakening  thoir  emulation  and 
impairing  their  discipline ;  let  the  field  officers  and  drill 
serjeanrs  be  continued  ;  enforce  permanent  duty  ;  retract 
some  of  the  late  steps  which  have  been  taken  to.  make  some 
few  alterations  in  the  former  system,  and  the  country  will, 
in  a  very  short  time,  have  a  force  on  which  it  may  depend 
JbijMl  purposes  of  internal  defence,  which  would  let  loose 
the  regular  army  for  any  foreign  service,  which  would  be 
♦ready  at  a  moment's  warning  if  required  ;  and,  full  of  zeal, 
spirit,  and  discipline,  would  be  sufficient  to' repel  the  at- 
tack of  an  enemy,  or  any  other  home  service  which  the 
immediate  exigence  might  call  for,  and  of  far  more  value 
to  'he  country  than  all  the  reluctant  conscripts  which  were 
to  be  raised  under  the  late  bill.     The  resolution  which  he 
meant  to  submit  was  not  unprecedented,  an  example  had 
been  afforded  on  the  same  subject  vh*\i  first  the  volunteers 
were  raised.     A  motion  was  then  made,  and  passed  onani~ 
ynously^to  thank  them  for  the  promptitude  and  zeal  with 
1  which  they  had  come  forward  *  I(  was  brought  forward 
by  a  gentleman,  now  a  member  of  bis  Majesty's  govern- 
meat,  and  accompanied  by  a  speech  which  hfcwcll  .rcco)* 

lected 
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lected,  to  have  done  much  towards  animating  (he  spirit  of 
the  volunteers.  That  vote  was  grounded  on  the  alacrity 
and  zeal  with  fthich  the  volunteers  had  embodied  them- 
selves, as  affording  a  pledge  that  they  would  not  relax  their 
exertions  till  they  had  rendered  themselves  fully  equal  to 
the  defence  of  the  country.  They  had  now  redeemed  every 
pledge,  they  had  fulfilled  every  promise;  they  had  conti- 
nued for  more  than  three  years  struggling  with  all  the  awk- 
ward difficulties  which  tbey  had  to  overcome  before  they 
could  attain  the  state  in  which  they  are.  Thev  had  n»t 
only  given  up  time  and  trouble  to  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try, but  had  cheerfully  incurred  great  expenccs ;  they  had 
shewn  aseal,  alacrity,  and  perseverance,  beyond  all  exam- 

£le,  and  they  had  the  satisfaction  to  think,  that  they  bad 
pen  the  means  of  saving  the  country  from  invasion. 
What  had  they  received  for  all  this  exertion  but  sarcasms 
and  reproaches  from  the  present  government;  but  it  was  to 
Parliament,  and  not  to  the  right  honourable  secretary,  that 
men  asked  for  approbation  as  the  reward  of  their  services, 
and  to  them  for  their  opinion,  whether  the  continuance  of 
their  services  would  be  advantageous  and  desirable  to  the. 
country.  He  therefrom  moved  to  resolve,  "  That  the  House 
doth  thankfully  acknowledge  and  highly  approve  of  the 
services  of  the  different  corps  of  yeomanry  and  volunteers 
of  the  united  kingdom,  and  doth  think  it  necessary  to  re-' 
cord  Ls  decided  opinion,  that  the  due  encouragement  of 
the  zeal  and  patriotism  which  the  yeomanry  and  volunteers 
have  so  eminently  displayed  in  the  maintenance  of  their  es- 
tablishment, and  the  preservation  of  their  discipline,  would 
contribute,  in  an  essential  degree,  to  the  defence  and  internal 
security  of 'the  country." 

Mr.  Dent  seconded  the  motion.  After  a  general  pane- 
gyric of  the  volunteers,  he  took  notice  of  several  expres- 
sion? which  were  made  m  contempt  and  derision  of  them. 
He  particularly  dwelt  on  what  had  been  advanced  by  an 
lion,  member  (Colonel  Oaufurd),  respecting  the  trade  of 
Colonel  Birch,  as  if,  because  he  made  pies  and  jellies,  he 
was  on  that  account  to  be  excluded  from  the  service  of  his 
country.  After  repeating  many  of  the  expressions  which 
had  at  different  times  been  imputed  to  Mr.  Windham,  he 
concluded  by  stating  his  opinion,  that  ministers  dare  Hot 
move  the  previous  question  upon  this  motion  of  thanks  to 
the  volunteers ;  for  that,  although  minorities  in  that  House 

must 
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must  yield  to  majorities,  yet  it  was  not  always  to  be  expect- 
ed that  the  public  should  remain  quiet. 

Sir  R.  NWianke  Vktts  anxious  to  l>ear  testimony  to  the 
•pint  and  zeal  he  hacl  always  found  among  the  volunteers, 
particularly  in  the  alarm  that  prevailed  in  Yorkshire,  if 
it  had  been  a  simple  vote  of  thanks  he  should  have  agreed 
to.it;  but  in  the  manner  in  which  the  resolution  was 
•worded,  he  saw  many  things  that  he  could  not  agree  to. 

General  Phipps  said  that  he  was  one  of  those  officers 
winy  had  reported  the  volunteers  as  fit  to  serve  with  regular 
froops,  alt  hough  he  would  not  say  altogether  equal  toro 
.gular  troops.     As  to  the  London  volunteers,  many  of  them 
w/»rc  fully  cqiml  to  several  regiments  of  the  militia.    He 
-still  considered,  that  the  London  volunteers  were,  in  ge» 
neral,  fit  to  serve  with  troops  of  the  line,  and  be  had  a  very 
high  opinion  of  them.     As  to  the  country  volunteers,  he 
was  not  so  well  acquainted  with  them,  and  could  not  speak 
so  much  from  his  own  knowledge.     When  he  was  com- 
mander of  the  garrison  of  Hull,  he  very  much  approved  of 
the  slate  of  the  Hull  volunteers,  and  the  pains  which  their 
commander  ((he  mayor)  had  taken.     From  his  general  ex- 
Tmence  with  rSjX'ct  to  volunteer  corps,  he  must  say,  tHat 
lie  considered,   that  depriving  them  of  their    inspecting 
field-officers  and  drill  serjednts  would  be  a  very  material 
injury  to  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  stated,  that  the  drill  Serjeants 
were  not  to  be  taken  from  the  volunteers,  but  that  the  al- 
lowance to -hem,  which  was  now  considered  extravagant, 
would  be  reduced  to  what  was  reasonable.     Although  the 
volunteers  might  be  equal  to  some  of  the  militia  regiments 
in  expert  nessand  precision,  yet  he  was  still  of  opinion  that 
lite  regular  regiments  had  a  vast  advantage  over  both,  in 
that  mechanical  sort  of  courage  that  proceeded  from  the 
tl^cipline  of  martial  law,  and  the  traditional  character  of 
the  regiment.     As  to  those  expressions  that  were  so  often 
imputed  to  him  as  hostile  to  the  volunteers,  he  really  won- 
dered that  gentlemen  were  not  ashamed  of  repeating  tbem  - 
$o  often.     "What  fairness  was  there  in  taking  detached  sen- 
tences and  words  without  the  con'e\t?  It  was  coroething 
like  Lord  Peter,  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  ;  he  could  pick  out 
wh  \\  meaning  he  pleased  from  the  will,  if  not  in  sentences, 
ia  wards,  or  at  least  in  letters.     As  to  the  permanent  dnty 
among*  he  volunteers,  gentlemen  did  not  appear  aware  of 
the  expi  ncc  of  it :  it  cost  near  half  a  miUiou  annually ; 
8  aad 
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and  if  a  smaller  sum  would  produce  greater  effect*, supplied 
in  another  manner,  it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  discon* 
tinue  it.  The  resolution  which  was  proposed  to  the  House 
ivas  drawn  up  with  so  much  ambiguity ;  and  that,  which 
every  body  must  allow,  was  so  blended  with  what  he  must 
deny,  that  he  could  not  agree  to  its  adoption.  As  to  the 
first  part,  he  should  readily  agree  that  he  highly  approved 
pf  the  services  of  the  volunteers  s  he  also  highly  approved 
of  the  services  of  the  army,  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  mili- 
tia; and  yet,  if  any  one  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  any 
of  those  branches  of  public  service,  it  would  be  at  least  in* 
cumbent  on  the  mover  to  shew  some  reasons  for  the 
motion;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  absurd 
for  the  House  now  to  pass  a  resolution  in  favour  of  permanent 
duty  among  the  volunteers,  when  they  had  already  reject* 
ed  that  principle.  As  the  hon.  gentleman  had,  however, 
said  it  would  be  so  daring  a  thing  to  move  the  previoua 
question,  he  should  leave  that  task  to  somebody  else.  • 

Mr.  Fuller  recommended  it  to  the  right  hon.  secretary- 
to  make  up  his  breach  with  the  volunteers  by  assenting  to 
this  motion. 

Mr.  Windham  explained. 
.  Lord  Ossulstone  moved  the  previous  question. 
.  Mr.  J^ankcs  approved  of  the  first  part  of  the  motion* 
but  rather  disapproved  of  the  other,  as  it  seemed,  by  impli* 
cation,  to  conVey  a  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  the  ma- 
jority of  that  House  who  had  voted  for  certain  measures  re* 
lative  to  the  volunteers  in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 
?hc  honourable  member,  therefore,  recommended  that  » 
more  acceptable  motion  should  be  proposed. 

Sir  Robert  Williams  was  surprised  that  any  opposition 
was  given  to  a  motion,  the  design  of  which  was  to  tends? 
thanks  to  a  body  of  men  so  meritorious. 
.  Mr.  Wilber  force  thought  that  the  only  wiy  in  which 
any  return  could  be  made  to  the  volunteers,  was  by  such  a 
mark  of  Parliamentary  approbation.  If  any  particular 
expressions  were  exceptionable,  he  should  wish  that  the 
honourable  mover  would  accede  to  some  alteration,  but 
none  which  would  diminish  the  force  of  any  language  in* 
dicative  of  the  favourable  sentiments  that  House  entertained 
Of  the  conduct  of  the  volunteers. 

•    General  Tarleton  contemplated  the  volunteers  with  re- 
spect.   Twenty-five  thousand  were  ready  to  defend  the 
metropolis  of  the  empire,  and  he  thought,  with  no  troops 
. .  Vol.  111.  Ib05-(i.  1 K  wlictfcet 
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whether  of  the  militia  or  the  regulars,  would  the  capital 
be  im  a  better  state  of  security  than  when  defended  by  her 
own  Citizens*  Three  thousand  volunteers  were  attached  to 
the  district  he  commanded ;  on  a  sudden,  without  previous 
notice,  he  ordered  them  from  Bristol  to  Bath,  and  from 
Bath  to  Bristol ;  every  obstruction  was  gi  en  them  pur- 
posely ;  near  Bath  they  were  four  hours  on  die  ground, 
and  when  they  had  performed  this  journey  of  32  miles  in 
one  day,  not  a  man  was  missing  on  their  return.  A  more 
■arrow  inspection  would  shew  the  volunteers  deserved  the 
character  they  had  acquired.  To  th~*  body  of  Which  he 
alluded,  belonged  officers  of  distinction,  who  had  served 
trith  honour  in  various  parts  of  the  world  (Colonels  Mo- 
lyneux,  Cooke,  and  Gore).  It  was  said  the  Scotch  volun- 
teers were  preferable  to  the  English  :  he  knew  such  a  repre- 
sentation proceeded  from  the  great  gun  of  the  cabinet,  but 
he  believed  it  was  incorrect.  The  hon.  Genial  entered 
into  a  florid  description  of  the  state  of  the  arroy^  militia* 
mud  volunteers,  expressing  at  the  same  time  his  intention 
to  support  the  motion,  and  his  concern  that  such  a  period  - 
was  chosen  for  change  and  innovation.  He  concluded  with 
reciting  the  dying  exclamatioirof  thejate  minister,  u  Omy: 
country  '."which  he  attributed  to  his  concern  that  the  go- 
vernment* should  fall  into  the  hands  into  which  it  had  de- 
volved. 

-  Mr.  Sheridan — Although  I  could  not  have  remitted 
wholly  silent  during  this  debate,  yet  I  wished  to  have 
beard  the  sentiments  of  others  before  I  delivered  my  opi- 
nion; but  what  has  fallen  from  two  hon.  gentlemen  who 
have  recently  spoken,  has  induced  me  to  abandon  my  ori*  ' 

Einal  design,  and  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  so- 
cit  the  attention  of  the  House.    I  am  desirous  to  abstain 
from  all  party  allusions,  and  never  wish  to  censure  thorn 
who,  from  early  attachment,  and  long  habit,  fee}  a  pecu- 
liar ardour  of  affection  for  the  late  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt) ;  but  whether  the  right  hon.  general  belongs  to 
that  number,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  I  think  thai 
gallant  officer  was  not  perfectly  correct,  when  he  ascribed . 
tlve  impassioned  exclamation  of  the  late  minister  to  his  to* 
gust  that  the  affairs  of  the  empire  should  be  consigned  to 
the  present  servants  of  the  Crown :  that  eminent  person,  m» 
doubt,  ftitty  expected  that,  his  own  companions  in  office 
'  would  remain  in  power,  and  under  th  is  painful  reflection,  his 
g&riety  for  hi*  country  is  fully  explained ;  for  what  ffould 
\-  hava 
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have  become  of  it  in  such  bands  is  sufficiently  obvious*  t 
have  not  yet  expressed  my  views  of  this  military  subject*; 
but  it  may  easily  be  expected  of  me  to  declare,  that  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  exclusively 
to  a  regular  army^  and  history  has  instructed  us  that  tfeerfe 
never  was  a  country  which  preserved  its  liberties  that  e»- 
posed  itself  to  this  danger ;  nor,  Sir,  would  I,  on  ant 
occasion,  give  my  vote  to  deduct  one  man  flora  the  great 
constitutional  force — the  militia.  Acting  under  the  jnflut 
ence  of  similar  principles,  I  have  always  resisted  the  com- 

Eulsory  bills,  stating  it  to  be  the  undoubted  prerogative  df 
is  Majesty  to  select  any  indi  iduals  from  the  great  bddj- 
of  the  community,  to  place  them  in  the  ranks  of  thereguf 
lar  army,  and  to  send  them  to  any  part  of  the  feiitgdoA» 
It  is  true  the  Judges  and  some  putriic  officers  were  except* 
ed,  but  the  whole  of  such  a  bill  should  become  a  dead  let- 
ter.   It  is  not  necessary  that  1  sbokild  now  state  my  opt* 
nton  on  that  subject ;  but  I  wish  distinctly  .to  be  understood  $ 
thai  with  regard  to  the  volunteers  I  never  shall  Vary  my 
sentiments.     1  did  before  move  the  thanks  of  the  House  to 
that  meritorious  body,  and  in  so  doing,  I  gave  them  *ft 
pledge  of  the  spirit  in  which;!  would  support  their  inte* 
rest,  character,  and  dignity:     If,  Sir,  they  deserved  this 
nark  of  public  feeling,  merely  for  the  promptitude  witK 
which   they  stept  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  state* 
how  much  higher  are  their  claims  to  merit,  when  they 
have  done  that  service  Which  thoy  then  only  ifttimated d 
a  disposition  to  perform  t  With  respect  to  the  drill  ser- 
vants, and  some  other  minor  matters  of  regulation,  ft  may 
be  eligible  to  leave  these  in  the  care  to  which  Such  subjects 
are  officially  committed.    But  I  think  that  the  reports  of 
the  military  inspectors  have  been  treated  with  a  degree  of 
levity  *htch  is  neither  candid  or  decent.     Are  we  to  say,: ' 
that  the  general  officers  are  chargeable  with  misrepresent 
taiion,  in  order  to  deceive  government,  to  ItrTl  minister* 
into  a  consciousness  of  security  which  is  fallacious ;  ot 
aft  we  to  presume  tliat,  as  honourable  men,  as  genfte* 
men*  and  officers,  they  do  render  the  accounts  now  upoti 
your  table?  If  these   be  accurate,  ought  the  volunteers1 
to  be  undervalued  ?  Sir,  it  is  a  fact  most  notorious,  thatf 
nothing  made  so  strong  an  impression  on  the  French  go* 
vernmenfc  during  their  hostile  designs  upon  this  country, 
as*  the  energy  manifested  by  the  volunteers :  the  effect  was 
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they  saw  with  mortification,  that  the  nation  would  be  in- 
debted for  its  independence  to  its  own  valour.  The  peo- 
.ple  of  England  did  not  prostrate  themselves  and  petition 
the  sovereign,  *  O  King,  hire  us  an  army,  and  we  shall  be 
protected ;'  butthey  took  the  weapon  into  their  own  hands, 
to  wield  it  in  their  own  cause.  I  fairly  say,  that  as  the 
motion  is  now  worded,  I  cannot  vote  for  it.  I  shall  there* 
fore,  before  I  sit  down,  submit  to  the  house  a  middle  pro* 
^position,  not  liable  to  the  same  objections  with  the  origi- 
nal proposition.  What^were  the  motives  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  the  form  in  which  they  have  shaped  this  motion, 
I  would  not  prejudge ;  but  thev  may  very  correctly  be  as- 
certained by  the  spirit  in  which  they  receive  the  variation 
J  shall  suggest.  The  passage  to  Whieh  I  object  is  retro* 
•pective ;  the  language  is, '  it  is  necessary  now  to  declare.9 
Why  is  it  c  necessary  now,9  unless  something  has  been 
done  indicative  of  a  different  temper  to  that  which  the 
motion  is  intended  to  exhibit  ?  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides, 
that  if  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham),  have 
intimated  any  thing  at  all  injurious  to  the  volunteers,  it  is 
confined  to  mere  expressions.  In  his  acts  (A  cry  ofheary 
hear!  occasioned  some  pause)  :  in  his  acts,  I  repeat,  it  is 
admitted  on  all  sides  by  those  who  have  spoken  (and  those 
who  only  tell  me  their  sentiments  by  this  sort  of  clamour  it 
is  not  possible  I  should  understand),  he  has  done  nothing 
which  can  justly  be  deemed  prejudicial.  But  has  no  dex- 
terity been  employed  to  pervert  his  meaning?  Have  no  ar- 
tifices been  resorted  to,  to  proclaim  what  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  would  effect  to  suppress  and  to  conceal  ?  Sir,  I 
will  frankly  confess,  that  formerly  I  have  had  differences 
with  my  right  hon.  friend  on  this  subject.  He,  perhaps, 
in  the  heat  of  debate,  and  in  the  ebulition  of  wit,  used 
stronger  terms  than  his  deliberate  judgment  would  have 
employed;  and  possibly,  having  altered  his  situation  he 
is  not  disposed  to  shew,  that  this  change  has  governed 
his  opinions.  I  have  these  before  me  in  review,  when 
I  observe  that  no  enmity  has  been  excited  between  the 
regulars  artd  the  volunteers,  by  the  rank  the  latter  have 
acquired;  as  far  as  my  experience  extends,  they  have 
treated  each  other  with  decorum  and  respect:  if  any  su- 
periority may  be  claimed  by  the  officers  of  the  line, 
the  same  sort  of  precedence  may  be  demanded  by  the 
privates  of  the,  volunteers,  so  that  there  is  a  kind  of  ba- 
lance which  precludes  discontent.    The  motion  I  should 

wish 
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wish  now  to  substitute,  would  be  similar  to  another  to 
/which  I  hare  already  referred  :  '  That  the  thanks  of  thik 
House  be  given  to  the  several  corps  of  yeomanry  and  vo- 
lunteers, from  the  prompitude  and  zeal  with  which  they 
have  6tood  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in  the 
moment  of  public  danger.'  This  motion  was  acceded  %> 
"without  a  dissentient  voice;  and  I  am  not  aware  how 
those  who  concurred  in  that  proposition,  can '  consist- 
ently, resist  that  which  I  shall  presently  recommend* 
It  has  been  said,  that  rumours  are  abroad  that  the  go- 
vernment designs  to  discourage  the  volunteers.  These 
Tague  reports  are,  however,  met  by  a  distinct  avowal  by 
my  right  hou.  friend,  that  the  measure  to  which  he  has  re- 
sorted will  increase  and  cannot  diminish  their  numbers. 
Whether  the  training  bill  is  calculated  to  have  this  bene* 
iicial  effect,  it  is  not  my  present  business  to  inquire.  But* 
be  they  just  or  incorrect,  rumours  Jiave  prevailed,  and 
an  idea  has  gone  forth,  that  administration  is  unfriendly 
to  the  volunteer  system ;  and  no  more  successful  means 
can  be  employed  to  prevent  any  misconstruction  with 
regard  to  the  intentions  of  ministers  and  Parliament, 
than  a  vote  of  thanks,  couched  in  terms  expressive  of 
the  sense  entertained  of  the  important  services  of  -the 
volunteers.  Again  they  say,  why  do  you  not  thank  the 
navy  and  army  as  well  as  the  volunteers?  Sir,  the 
army  and  navy  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  estimation  in 
which  the  are  held  by  this  House,  and  by  the  country 
in  general;  and  they  are  sufficiently  and  properly  con- 
vinced of  their  own  importance:  they  know  we  cannot 
dispense  with  the  protection  they  afford.  The  volun- 
teers are  not  so  firmly  persuaded,  that  they  receive  the 
applause  they  deserve,  and  perhaps  they  feel  too  diffi- 
dent an  Opinion  of  their  own  utility.  Besides,  the  army 
and  navy  cannot  disband  themselves  at  pleasure ;  the 
volunteers  may,  from  some  real  or  supposed  provoca- 
tion, and  this  is  the  serious  evil  I  am  most  solicitous  to 
avoid ;  by  the  Vote  I  have  proposed,  all  misunderstand- 
ing will  be  prevented.  From  these  considerations  I  am 
very  desirous  that  the  hon.  member  should  withdraw iiis 
motion.  I  think  he  must  see  that  the  effect  of  it*,  in 
its  present  shape,  must  be  to  attach  a  stigma  on  ministers  ; 
and,  what  is -yet.  more  objectionable,  on  the  House  itself, 
for  the  legislative  regulations  it  has  already  adopted, 
applicable  to  the  military  system.     If  the  intention  be 

purely, 
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purely,  simply,  and  honestly  to  impart  to  the  Tohintca» 
a  conviction  of  the  favourable  sentiments  of  this  House 
towards  them,  let  tbem  present   the  motion   in  a  point 
of  view  which  will  induce  this  side  of  the  House  to  con* 
enr  with  them  ;  if  under  this  ostensible  design  they  have 
othe;  concealed  motives,  it  wilt  be  in  vain  to  expect  ttta 
uniformity.    So  little  do  I  disapprove  of  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  motion,  that  I  should  have  been  happy  la 
Baveseen  it  introduced  as  a  preamble  to  one  of  the  bilk 
of  military  regulation,  brought  in  by  my  honoitraWe-friejHl 
(Mr.  Windham),    Perhaps  the  style  adopted  when  the 
thanks  of  the  House  were  voted  to  Sir  Charles  Gray  and 
Sir  John  Jervis,  on  the  20th  May,  1791,  would  not  oe  ob- 
jectionable, "  This  House  continues  to  retain  a  cordial 
sense  of  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  the  yeomanry  and  volunteer?*" 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  proceeding  of  this  nighty 
1  will  confidently  as*?rt,  that  in  any  former  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  there  nev<*r  was  a  body  of  men  who 
deserved  more  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  who  merited 
more  highly  its  love,  respect,  and  veneration,  and  notbing 
can  be/nore  becoming  the  House  of  Commons,  than  bj  a 
solemn  act  to  record  this  effusion  of  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  Perceval  objected  to  the  form  recommended  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  because  the  motion,  as  he  worded  it^ 
was  not  prospective.     He  said,  he  wished  to  preserve  the 
volunteers  undiminished,  and  yet  there  was  no, reference  to 
the  rumours  by  which  it  was  apprehended  their  numbers 
would  be  reduced.  The  hon.  gentleman  ventured  to  declare,  . 
that  he  disapproved  of  the  measures  of  ministers  on  this 
subject,  and  yet  it  was  well  known  that  he  had  not  opposed 
them  in  the  whole  progress  of  the  business.     If  he  could 
thus  compromise  his  public  dnty,  he  should  not  be  sur- 
prised, if,  on  that  side  the  Howe,  his  motion  was  listened 
to  with  some  jealousy,  as  calculated  to  screen  his  friends* 
without  conducing  to  any  beneficial  purpose.  In  support- 
ing the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend,  he  had  no  parti- 
cular attachment  to  the  phraseology  of  that  motion,  nor 
any  objection  to  an  amendment  in  any  other  form  of  words 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  think  fit  to 
propose,  provided  they  expressed  the  spirit  of  the  original 
motion,  and  had  a  view  to  declare  the  wish  of  the  House, 
not  only  to  thank  the  volunteers'  for  their  past  services,  but 
that  those  important  services  might  be  continued  in  future; 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  should 'rathev 
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bave  caned  loir  the  concurrence  of  his  friends  around  him 
k>  the  amendment  he  wished  to  propose,  than  to  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House,  who  proposed  the  very  motion 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  approved  upon 
every  other  ground,  except  that  it  was  now  necessary 
to  express  thanks  to  the  volunteers.    The  right  honourable 

Sentleraan  had  been  pleased  to  say,  that  his  right 
onourable  friend  had  never  used  any  expression  intention- 
ally injurious  or  degrading  to  the  volunteers,  but  that  his 
words  had  been  misrepresented  or  exaggerated,  with  a  view 
to  prejudice  him  in  the  public  opinion.  He  himself,  how- 
ever, recollected  that  right  honourable  gentleman's  expres- 
sion, when  a  former  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  to  the 
volunteers ;  and  when  he  warned  the  Houseagainst  prema- 
ture approbation  to  that  body,  whom  they  had  not  yet  seen 
acting  in  a  time  of  general  election  or  general  scarcity  : 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  know  if  such  language  was  not 

-  calculated  to  create  a  degrading  diffidence  in  their  loyalty, 
and  to  excite  their  disgust.  With  respect  to  their  disci- 
pline,- which  it  was  an  obiect  of  so  much  importance  stilt 
further  to  improve,  what  had  the  right  houourable  gentlc- 
mau  done  upon  that  head,  to  evince  his  wish  of  continu- 
ing and  encouraging  the  volunteers?  Why,  be  had 
brought  in  a  bill,  m  which  he  had  abolished  their  perma- 
nent duty,  the  best  source  of  their  discipline;  taken  away 
their  inspecting  officers,  and  in  effect  deprived  them  of  their 
dfUl-serjeants,  by  reducing  their  pay  from  Is.  Grf.  to  &£. 

-  per  day,  for  which  sum  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  the  serv* 
▼ices  of  these  Serjeants  could  be  continued :  but  in  fact,  in 
this  instance,  a  great  injury  and  injustice  was  offered  to 
these  seijeants,  who  had  entered  under  a  compact  of  per- 
manent pay,  and  subject  to  all  the  severities  of  martial 
law  :  that  compact  was  suddenly  broken,  while  they  were 
still  liable  to  martial  law.  He  must,  however,  suppose  this 
eould  not  be  the  intention  of  the  right  honourable  secretary, 
but  that  he  must  necessarily  have  in  view  to  give  these  Ser- 
jeants the  option  of  discontinuing  their  services  if  they 
chose,  after  naving  violated  the  stipulated  terms  of  their 
engagements.  Mr.  Perceval  made  several  other  observations 
tib  different  parts  of  the  new  modification  of  the  volunteer 
system,  and  concluded  by  supporting  the  original  motion, 
although  he  was  desirous  of  agreeing  with  any  amendment 
proposed  from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  should  bo 
adapted  go  as  to  effect  .unanimity. 

ii  Mr. 
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Mr*  Sheridan  rose  to  explain  ;  and  complained  that 
Bad  been  misrepresented  and  very  unfairly  treated  by  the: 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  thought  proper  to 
charge  him  with  having  neglected  his  duty,  in  not  attend* 
ing  that  House  during  thediscussions  which  had  taken  place 
upon  flie  various  parts  of  his  right  honourable  friend's  mi-* 
litary  plans,  to  join  with  those  who  opposed  them  i  and 
with  compromising  that  duty,  now,  by  moving  an  amend- 
ment of  a  suspicious  nature.    He  begged  to  remind  the 
House,  that  he  had  fairly  avowed  his  reasons  for  absenting 
himself  from  the  discussions  which  took  place  upon  the  se- 
veral plans  of  his  right  honourable  friend ;  and  would  tell 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  he  was  not  to  be 
schooled  by  him,  as  to  what  times  he  should  think  proper 
to  attend)  or  to  be  absent  from  that  House.     He  had  fairly 
acknowledged  that  he  was  at  variance  with  the  opinions  of 
his  right  honourable  friend  upon  the  whole  of  his  military 
arrangements,  but  he  begged  at  the  same  time  to.  observe, 
that  he  did  not  consider  those  plans  merely  as  belonging  Co 
his  right  honourable  friend  but  as  adopted  by  the  whole  of 
his  Majesty's  cabinet ;  and  whatever  might  be  the  expec- 
tation of  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  that 
he  should  come  down  to  the  House,  and  join  him  and  his 
coadjutors,  in  opposition  to  bis  own  friends  and  colleagues, 
he  had  only  to  say,  that  though  he  should  ever  maintain 
the  rightand  independence  of  nis  own  opinions,  he  would 
not  have  the  arrogance  to  come  down  to  the  House  and  op- 
pose those  opinions  against  the  whole  cabinet  of  those  mi- 
nisters with  whom  upon  most  other  topics  he  coincided ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  that  cabinet  would  never  look  to  him 
for  the  subserviency  of  sacrificing  that  independence  of 
opinion  to  any  consideration  of  office,  at  least  if  ever  they 
should  so  expect,  they  would  be  disappointed. 

Lord  Homck  said,  that  though  his  original  intention 
was  to  support  the  previous  question,  yet,  in  consequence 
of  the  speech  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  he  was  in 
some  suspence  whether  he  should  not  change  bis  first  opu 
nion,  and  vote  for  the  amendment  he  suggested,  with  a 
view,  if  possible,  to  conciliate  the  unanimity  of  the  House, 
so  desirable  on  the  present  occasion :  rjut  from  the  temper 
and  dis|X)sition  displayed  in  the  speech  of  the  right  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman,  and  the  determination  evinced 
by  him,  notwithstanding  his  specious  professions,  to  resist 
all  amendments  of  a  conciliatory  nature,  and  to  persist  in 

tfa* 


JTTLY  11.]  THANKS  TO  THE  VOLUNTEERS.  62$, 

the  original  motion,  he  was  now  decided  in  his  first  opinioa 
for  the  previous  question ;  not  from  any  opinion  whatever 
that  the  volunteers  were  not  entitled  to  the  highest  appro- 
bation and  gratitude  of  Parliament,  and  of  their  country, 
but  that  no  occasion  whatever  had  occurred  since  the  thanks* 
*f  Parliament  were  last  voted  to  them,  to  render  any  re- 
newal of  that  vote  at  present  necessary  ;  and  if  any  mem* 
ber  was  to  propose  a  similar  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army  ot 
the  navy,  (the  merits  and  importance  of  whose  services . 
could  not  be  denied)  without  the  occurrence  of  some  parti* 
cular  occasion,  he  should  conceive  it  a  violation  of  his 
duty  not  to  oppose  such  a  motion  by  the  previous  question-.* 
He  hoped,  however,  that  his  right  honourable  friend,  who 
proposed  ta  mediate  in  the  present  case  by  a  conciliatory 
motion,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  unanimity,  jrould 
take  a  lesson  for  the  future  from  the  speech  of  the  learned 
gentleman,  that  would  teach  him  how  little  was  to  be  ex* 
pected  from  conciliation  or  compromise  in  that  quarter. 
lie  vindicated  the  conduct  of  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Windham)  relative  to  the  volunteers,  as  well  as  his 

Elans  for  the  new  modification  of  the  services  of  this  corps ; 
ut  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  example  of  gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  by  going  into  a  general  de- 
bate upon  all  the  other  military  topics  which  kiyd  been  so 
repeatedly,  and  he  had  almost  said  vcxatiously,  discussed 
in  the  course  of  the  session.  He  would  just  advert,  how* 
ever,  to  the  speech  of  an  honourable  General  (TurletouJ, 
who  had  made  such  a  brilliant  display  of  military  know- 
ledge, and  his  surprising  detail  of  tne  memorable  march  of 
eight  hundred  men  from  Bath  to  Bristol,  and  the  astonish* 
ing  spirit  they  had  displayed  under  his  command,  consU 
dering  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in  the  dangers 
of  Bristol  market,  and  the  conduct  of  their  baggage 
through  defiles  of  booths,  waggons,  and  carts,  their  labours 
in  the  manoeuvres  of  the  day,  and  the  course  of  their  long 
inarch,  unbroken*  by  fatigue,  and  undiminished  in  iheir 
numbers.  He  was  willing  to  acknowledge  the  prowess  and 
skill  displayed  by  the  honourable  general  in  the  feats  of  that 
signal  day,  and  he  believed  it  had  no  parallel  in  the  mili- 
tary annals  of  this  country,  save  in  that  of  the  celebrated 
march  from  Brentford  to  Hounslow,  and  from  Hounslow 
to  Finchley,  under  the  famous  Major  Sturgeon,  when, 
u  with  drums  beating  in  the  front,  dogs  barking  in  the 
rear,  (he  gallant  commander  marched  with  bis  troops  i?t  tho 
Yoju  HI."  1S05.6,  4L  «losest 
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dosest  order,  unfit  an  unlucky  drove  of  oxen  from  Smith* 
Held  threw  his  whole  corps  into  confusion"  ( laud  laughter). 
His  lordship  concluded  by  again  professing  the  hicrhest re- 
spect for  the  volunteers,  the  most  grateful  sense  of  their  ser- 
vices  to*  their  country,  a  sense  which'  must  be  retained  by 
that  country  and  Parliament  to  the  remotest  posterity ;  but 
as  no  new  occasion  called  for  a  repetition  of  tne  thanks  for- 
merly voted  to  them,  as  the  whole  value  of  that  honour 
uhiefly  consisted  in  its  unfrcquency,  as  it  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  vote  their  thanks 
on  every  trivial  occasion,  he  should  vote  for  the  previous 
question.  But  if  the  happy  hour  of  peace  was  come,  when 
the  services  of  those  corps  would  cease  to  be  necessary,  no 
man  would  be  more  prompt  than  himself  to  propose,  se- 
cond, or  support  a  vote  of  thanks  to  them. 

iVr.  Cdnmng  supported  the  original  motion,  and  agreed 
with  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Perceval)  in  objecting 
to  the  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  because  it  was 
merely 'retrospective,  and  had  no  view  to  future  services; 
it  was  not  a  preface  but  a  postscript,  not  an  exhortation 
but  an  epitaph.  He  went  over  much  of  the  ground  upon 
which  the  previous  question  had  been  previously  opposed, 
and  contended,  that  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did,  and 
supported  by  the  same  right  honourable  gentleman  whose 
sentiments,  frequently  expressed  in  that  House,  were 
known  to  be  inimical  to  the  volunteers,  he  must  consider  it 
as  coming  indirectly  from  him  ;  for  though  it  was  the  voice 
of  Jacob,  still  the  stroke  came  from  the  hand  of  Esau,  and 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  most  hostile  govern- 
ment, determined  to  express  the  most  hostile  opinion  to  the 
continuance  of  the  volunteer  system,  to  do  so  in  more  di* 
reel  and  unequivocal  terms  than  by  a  previous  question,  on 
an  occasion  like  this.  It  was  impossible  to  construe  it  in 
any  other  way  ;  and  he  thanked  his  Majesty's  ministers  for 
thus  candidly  expressing  their  sentiments,  and  setting  all 
doubt  at  rc*t,  as  to  their  intentions  respecting  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  volunteers, 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  and  positively  denied  any  such 
■wish  or  intention  as  the  discontinuance  of  the  volunteers ; 
his  wishes  and  intentions  were  the  direct  contrary  way ; 
notwithstanding  the  artful  attempts  of  his  opponents  to  af- 
fix such  designs  on  him.  In  answer  to  what  had  been  said 
relative  to  drUl-serjeants,  he  observed,  that  the  very  clause 
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•which  reduced  their  pay. gave  them  the  option  of  retiring 
if  they. chose*  /:  '    .  .     •      v 

.   IJord  DeRlaquiere supported  the  original  motion.    . 

Mr.  Whitbread  adverted  to  an  honourable  gentleman?* 
(Mr.  Canning)  observation,  that  we  ought  to  thank  the  vo- 
lunteers now,  because  we  had  further  noed  of  theis,  services, 
tut  that  the  reason  of  other  military  bodies  jiot  paving  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  Parliament  last  war  was  because  we 
had  done  with  them.  This  was  a  sort  of  gratitude  which 
he  hoped  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  should  never  be  induced  to 
told  out  to  those  who,  in  the  most  spirited  and  most  pa- 
triptic  manner,  stood  forward  in  defence  of  their  country. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  made  some  allusion  to  an 
epitaph,  but  the  House  would  perceive  that  it  was,  when 
a  man  was  dead  that  we  generally  thought  the  nttest  time 
fo  write  epitaphs  and  praise  him.  He  would  be  most  will- 
ing to  return  thanks  to  the  volunteers,  if  there  was*  an  end 
of  their  services.    * 

Lord  Castlereagh  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
original  rhotion  ;  and  upon  a  division  the  numbers  were 
For  the  previous  question     -        *        *        75,  . 
Against  it  -        -  *        -,-        41 

The  original  motion  was  then  withdrawn* 
'  On  our  return  to  the  gallery,  we  found  Mr.  Sheridan  ob* 
serving,  that  suspicion  and  jealousy  had,  from  whatever 
cause,  whether  from  misconception  or  misrepresentation,  of 
late  appeared  among  the  volunteers,  with  regard  to  the 
measures  and  intentions,  of  government.  In  order  to  re* 
move  this  suspicion,  he  would  beg  leave  to  propose  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  nearly  similar  to  what  he  had 
before  moved,  namely, 

<€  That  the  House  continued  to  retain  its  cordial  sense  of 
the  zealous  exertions  of  the  volunteers  and  yeomanry  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  highly  approved  of  theperseverance 
and  patriotism  which  they  had  so  eminently  displayed  in 
the  defence  of  the  country." 

Mr.  yansittart  seconded  the  motion. 
*  Ziordlfowickthen  said,  that  however  painftil  if  might 
be*  to  his  feelings,  thinking  so  highly  as  he  did  of  the  zeal 
affld  patriotism  of  the  volunteers,  yetr  when  h$  considered 
the  nature  of  the  debate  that  had  taken  place'that  night, 
and  the  diversity  of  opinion*  thai  had  been  manifested,  he 
felt  fiimself  called  upon  to  move  the  previous  question. 

4L2  Mr. 
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'  Mr.  (tanning  observed,  that  though  the  present  motion 
fell  short  of  what  he  had  wished ;  yet  having  failed  in  his 
first  object,  this  motion  shook)  have  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Aldington  said,  that  no  iftan  "was  a  'warmer  friend 
to  the  volunteers- than  he  was ;  but  he  could  not  see  any  pre* 
sent  call  for  such  a  measure.  It  was  a  possible  event  that 
peace  was  nt  no  great  distance,  when  it  would  be  much 
better  to  pass  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  volunteers  when  their 
services  were  finished,  than  it  would  be  to  anticipate  such 
a  vote  at  present. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  supported  the  amendment,  and  con- 
cluded with  observing,  that  he  trusted  a  time  would  come, 
when  a  motion  for  thanks  would  be  proposed  that  was  not 
dictated  by  party  motives,  or  the  fancy  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Percetat  expressed  his  astonishment  that  the  noble 
lord  should  ascribe  a  motion  to  party  motives,  that  was 
proposed  by  a  distinguished  member  of  the  administration 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  that  had  been  seconded  by  an 
honourable  secretary.  He  would  therefore  leave  it  to  these 
gentlemen  to  determine  which  were  influenced  by  party 
motives*  These  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  supported  a 
vote  of  thanks  were  equally  bound  to  do  so  now. 

Mr.  Vanttttart  said,  that  having  formerly  concurred  in  a 
vote  of  this  nature,  he  felt  it  impossible  to  refuse  concur* 
ring  with  it  now. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Alexander,  a  division  took 
place,  and' there  appeared, 

For  the  previous  question,  69 

Against  it    -  •      -  -  -        39 

Majority    -  •  -  SO 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn* 
Ing. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  19. 

*  The  royal  Assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  assessed 

taxes  allowance  bill,  the  Irish  spirits  .duty  collection  bill, 

.  the  Irish  revenue  bill,  the  customs  fees  bill,  the  pott  office 

regulation  bill,  the  thread  lace  bill,  the  East  India  ahip* 

guig-bill,  aqd  twenty-six  private  bills. 

The 
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The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl 
pf  Avlesford,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

The  training-bill  and  the  milijtia  ballot  bill  were  n$d  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic's  creditors  bill,  and  some 
private  bills,  were  brought  up  frpmthe  House  of  Commons, 
by  Mr.  Hoh&ouse  and  others,  and  read  a  first  time.  . 

The  Greenwich  chest  bill  and  the  Greenwich  hospital 
bill  passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported. 

The  other  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  re* 
spectivc  stages*    Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  12. 

1 

Agreeably  to  a  message  from  the  Lords  by  the  deputy 
gentleman  usher  of  the  black  rod,    the  Speaker,  attended 
by  several  members,  proceeded  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and 
on  his  return  he  stated  that  the  royal  assent  had  been  givfen. 
by  commission  to  several  public  and  private  bills. 

The  consolidation  fund  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  Wednesday. 

The  seamen's  allotment  bill,  Lord  Rodney's  annuity  bill, 
the  Irish  revenue  continuance  bill,  the  ordnance  lands  bill, 
and  the  Bell  Rock  lighthouse  bill,  severally  went  through 
a  committee,  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
on  Monday. 

The  sugar  bounty  bill,  the  Irish  militiaservices  bill,  the 
British  silk  bounty  bill,  the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  trade  bill, 
the  innkeepers9  allowance  bill,  the  stamp  laws. amendment 
bill,  the  London  legal  quays  sale  bill,  the  ship-timber  im* 
portation  bill,  the  lrisl\  gunpowder  and  ammunition  im» 
pprtation  bill,  the  currant  and  raisin  exportation  bill,  th*~ 
Irish  French  wines  bill,  the  Scotch  exchequer  chamber  bill, 
and  the  Scotch  forfeited  estates  bill,  were  reported,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday, 
'  The  warehouse  goods  bill  vas  xeported,and  ordered  to fat  j 
re*committed  on  Monday 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  was  brought  up . 
and  agreed  to. 

The  volunteer  officers  rank  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed* 

,  A  message  from  the  Lords  stated  their  Lordships'  absent 
ty  the  militia  balloting  lists  bill,  the  training  bill,  the  Irish 
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roads  bill,  the  Irish  butlerage  bill,  ttie  Irish  customs  regu- 
lation bill,  the  Scotch  distillery  bill,  the  commissioners  of 
assessed  taxes  name  mistake  bill,  the  postage  of  letters  regu- 
lation bill,  the  Westminster  Hall  and  Parliament  House 
new  frvenues  bill,  and  the  London  and  Westminster  coal 
inland  navigation  bill. 

Ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Perceval,  that  the  militia 
officers  bill  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hobson  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move,  on 
Wedwsday,  next,  that  the  House  should  take  into  con- 
sideration the  papers  on  the  table  relative  to  the  barrack 
department. 

Sir  C.  Pole  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Monday  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  erection  of  any 
embankment  in  a  public  harbour  without  permission  from 
the  Admiralty. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
House  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JULY  14. 

.  In  an  appeal  from  the  Conrt  of  Chancery  in  Ireland, 
•I  Ghamley  t.  Lord  Dunsany  and  others,"  the  solicitor-ge- 
neral was  heard  for  the  appellant.  Further  hearing  the 
nqxt  day. 

Mr.  Parnell,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  insolvent  debtors'  bill ;  returned 
and  agreed  to ;  also  the  Irish  nlilitfct  service  bill,  the  tfolun* 
Iter  officers'  rank  bill,  and  some  private  bills,  which  were 
read  a  first  time* 

*  The  Greenwich  chest  bill,  and  tlic  Greenwich  hospital 
bill,  were  rend  a  third  time  and  passed. 

.The -nabob  of  the  Carnatic's  creditors' bill  was  read  a 
second  time  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  Lonl  Advocate  of  Scotland,  and  several  other  mem- 
bers of  (he'  House  of  Commons,  brought  up  the  Scots 
forfeited  estates  bill,  the  Scots  treasury  chambers  bill, 
tins' Gibraltar  and  Malta  trade  bill,  the  silk  bounty  bill, 
the  sugar  bill,  and  the  French  wines  bill,  whiqh  were  read 
a' first  time. 

The  vote  of  credit  bill,  the  grain  interchange  bill,  the 
Newfoundland  fishery  bill,  the  otJ  of  vitriol  bounty  bill,  and 

the 
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the  quarantine  bill,  passpd  thjougji  committees  *  and  we*9 
imported.  \ 

'  A  message  wasordcred^  on  tile  motion  o£  Lord  Waking* 
ham,  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons,  requesting  a 
copy  of  the  report  relative  to  fhe  Scois  forfeited  estates. 

On  thfc  second  reading  of  (lie  bill  for  more  effeqtuully' p#r» 
titioning  lands  in  Ireland  subject  to  ascertained  .rights  of 
common,  *•  »    .  ,.   ,w 

'  Lord  Rcdcsdale  made  several  observations,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  proving,  from  the  nature  and  provisions  of  (ho 
bill,  that  it  "ought  not  to  be  farther  euWfained  by.. the 
House,  and  concluded  by. moving  that  the;  bill' be  rejected. 

The  motion  was  supported'by  Lord  Eldon  pud  the  Lojfj. 
Chancellor,  and  agreed  to.  .     $!..    •      •  . 

The  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  having  appeared  at  the  Iiaf| 
and  informed  the  House  that  the  Commons  were  ready  for  a 
conference  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  a  committee  of  confer-; 
ence  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Earl  of  Westn(eaiBj 


On  their  return,  the  Earl  of  West meath  reported  to  the 
House,  that  they  had  received  from  Mr.  Bankes,  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  of  Commons,  a  paper  which  his  Lordship 
read,  containing,  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  (rer 
lative  to  a  former,  resolution  of  their  Lordships,  communi- 
cated to  the  House  of  Commons,  respecting  the  examina- 
tion of  Lord  Teignmouth)  referring  to  the  precedent  of  the 
examination  of  the  Earl  of  Balcarras  before  the  House,  -who, 
not  being  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  was  ordered  to  attend  the 
House,  whilst  on  the  same  occasion  Earl  Cornwallis,  being 
a  Peer  of  Parliament,  was  requested  to  attend  by  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Lords;  also  stating,  thaf  Lord  leignmouih, 
not  being  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  or  having  a  place  or  seat 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  was  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Earl 
of  Balcarras,  ordered  to  attend  the  House  ofCommonsto.be 
examined  ;  and,  finally,  declaring  that  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  conceived  it  to  be  their  undoubted  right  to  order  the 
attendance  before  that  House,  to  be  examined  touching  any 
matter  before  the  House,  of  any  Peer,  not  being  a  Peer 
of  Parliament,  or  having  a  place  or  seat  in  the  House  of 
Lords. 

The  Earl  of  Limeric.k  observed,  that  this  resolution  con- 
tained matter  of  the  highest  importance  tp  the  peerage 
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of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  be.  therefore  trusted  thetr 
Lordships ,  would  take  it  into  their  consideration  on  the 
earliest  possible  day. 

'  Oh  Ins  Lordship's  motion,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
betaken  into  consideration  on  Thursday,  for  which  day  the 
Lords  were  ordered  to  lx»  summoned. 

The  Attorney  General,  and  several  other  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up  the  Masters  in  Chancery 

E revision  bill,  the  masts  bill,   the  raisin  bill,  the  excise 
ws  bill,  and  the  innkeepers9  allowance  bill,  which  were 
lead  a  first  time. 

The  first  reading  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery  bill  was 
moved  by  Lord  Eldon. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  his  warm  approbation  of 
the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  make  an  adequate  pro- 
Vision  for  several  person*  of  eminent  ability  and  enlightened 
minds,  to  whom  the  country  were  every  day  essentially  inT 
debted,  for  the  able  and  upright  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  offices.The  country  were  also  indebted  to  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  (Lord  Eldon),  for  the  excellent  choice  hehad 
made  of  many  of  those  who  now  filled  the  offices  of  Mas- 
ters in  Chancery ;  a  choice  the  more  pleasing  to  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  as  thorc  whom  he  appointed,  while  they  pos- 
sessed in  an  eminent  degree  every  qualification  that  could  £t 
them  tor  their  offices,  were,  at  the  same  time,  his  private 
friends.  He  rejoiced  that  such  a  bill  had  come  up  to  that 
House,  with  respect  to  which  it  was  important  also  to  ob-  ^ 
serve,  that  it  would  not  be  a  taxation  upon  the  public,  and % 
that  not  one  individual  in  the  country  would  have  any  ad* 
ditional  burden  thrown  upon  him  in  consequence  of  the  ■ 
passing  of  this  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  JULY  14. 

The  report  of  the  insolvent  debtors'  bill  was  taken  into 
further  consideration.  The  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Lords* 

Sir  John  Gordon's  divorce  bill,  the  sugar  bounty  bill,  the 
Irish  militia  services  bill,  the  silk  bounty  bill,  the  Irish  - 
French. wines  importation  bill,  the  Edinburgh  exchequer 
chamber  bill,  the  Scotch  forfeited  estates  bill,  4he  Gibraltar 
and  Malta  trade  bill,  the  excise  laws  amendment  bill,  the 
legal  quays  bill,  the  American  masts  importation  bill,  the 
'    '      ~  Irish 
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Irish  gunpowder  nonimportation  repeal  bill,  the  raisin, 
currant,  and  fig  exportation  bill,  the  innkeeper*'  aUoiw* 
anoe  bill,  and  the  bill  for  making  better  provision  for  the 
Masters  <in  Chancery,  were  all  read  a  third  thpe,  $iy£ 
passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hawthorn*  the  accounts  laid  be- 
fore the  House  relative  to  the  shipping  of  Ireland  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed; 

Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  oil 
the  Bell  Rock  bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  also  brought  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Scotch  forfeited  estates  balance  appropri- 
ation bill.  Ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Sun- 
day. 

The  members  appointed  to  manage  the  conference  witk 
the  Lords,  relative  to  the  application  for  the  examination, 
of  Lord  Teignmouth,  consisting  of  all  those  in  the  House 
at  the  time,  then  proceeded  to  the  conference.  '  On  their 
return,  Mr.  Bankes  informed  the  House,  that  the  members 
appointed  to  manage  the  conference  on  the  part  Qf  the 
Commons  had  attended,  and  had  met  Lord  Westmeath  oa 
the  part  of  the  Lords,  to  whom  they  had  imparted  the  an* 
swer  of  the  House  to  the  Lords9  message,  and  had  left  with 
him  a  copy  of  it. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Lords,  stating  that  their 
Lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Greenwich  Hospital  and 
Greenwich  chest  bill. 

Mr.  Meheux,  from  the  India  House,  presented  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  Surat  charge,  agreeably  to  orders  of 
the  House  of  the  17th  March,  Slst  April,  and  other  dates. 

In  moving  that  these  papers  be  printed,  Mr.  Paull  took 
occasion  to  ask  a  noble  Lord  under  him  (Lord  Morpeth) 
if  government  had  any  information  on  a  subject,  evidence 
of  which  he  held  inhis  hand,  namely,  of  two  loans  to  4 
considerable  extent  transacted  in  India,  one  of  then} 
opened  in  March,  and  for  particular  reasons  closet}  h) 
June ;  and  another  opened  in  October,  and  also,  for  part 
ttcular  reasons,  closed  in  February  ? 

Lord  Mqrpeth  replied,  but  in  so  low  a  tone  as  re&deif$ 
H  impossible  to  collect  his  exact  meaning,  though  we  tufe 
Acrstand  it  amounted  to  a  negative* 

The  motion  for  printing  the  paper?  ym  tt^en  agreed  to* 

.  •» 
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PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  HusJcisson  rose,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given 
on  a  former  day,  to  bring  forward  his  promised  resolu- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  plan  for  simplifying 
and  rendering  more  definite  the  annual  accounts  laid  be- 
fore Parliament  of  the  receipts  and  issues  of  the  treasury 
lor  public  purposes  within  the  year.  After  expatiating 
upon  the  want  of  regularity,  clearness,  and  precision,  in 
the  accounts  annually  laid  before  the  House,  in  conse- 

anence  of  each  not  being  brought  up  to  one  general  date, 
ic  object  of  his  proposition  was,  that  the  accounts  should 
all  be  made  out  up  to  the  5th  of  January  in  each  succeed- 
ing year,  not  of  the  receipts  and  issues  for  the  year,  but 
zcithin  the  year,  ar  d  (hat  all  surplus,  if  any  then  remain- 
ing in  the  treasury,  should  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
the  next  year ;  and  that  all  floating  debts  due  for  the  year, 
and  not  then  brought  forward,  should  be  transferred  in 
like  manner  to  the  next  year's  account;  while  the  lords  of 
the  treasury  should  l>e  enabled  to  issue  out  of  the  next  year's 
revenue,  payment  for  any  bills  so'  furnished  after  the  5th  of 
January,  for  purposes  ordered  for  the  preceding  year. 
There  was  also  another  proposition  which  he  had  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House,  which  would  not  only  tend  still  further 
to  simplify  the  public  accounts,  but  to  effect  a  considerable 
saving  to  the  public  annually,  by  enabling  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  to  pay  off  quarterly  "a  certain  portion  of  outstand- 
ing exchequer  bills,  and  thereby  saving  to  the  public  the 
interest  that  must  grow  thereon  by  longer  outstanding,  as 
is  usual,  while  considerable  balances  were  remaining  in  the 
treasury.  This  proposition  was  to  perpetuate  the  taxes  on 
malt,  land,  sugar,  and  pensions,  which  at  present  were 
voted  annually,  and  estimated  each  year  to  produce  about 
2,750,000/. ;  the  produce  of  these,  instead  of  standing  on 
a  distinct  account,  he  proposed  should  be  carried  to  the 
consolidated  fund  ;  and  in  lieu,  thereof,  he  should  propose, 
that  three  millions  a  year  should  be  granted  out  of  the  con- 
solidated fund  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  purposes  to  which 
those  taxes  were  appropriated .  He  apologised  to  the  House 
for  bringing  forward  these  propositions  himself,  as  want- 
ing that  weight  and  consideration  which  could  give  them- 
authority  ;  but  he  had  previously  submitted  them  to  the 
noble  lord  opposite  to  him  (the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer), and  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  his  approbation ; 
5  besides. 
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"besides,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  every  member  of  that 
House  to  suggest  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  and  to  Parlia- 
ment, everyproject  which  be  conceived  to  be  for  the  pub- 
lic advantage,  and  of  utility  to  the  state.  Mr.  Huskisson 
then  moved,  as  his  first  resolution,  "  That  an  account  of 
the  total  receipts  of  his  Majesty's  exchequer,  whether  aris- 
ing from  ordinary  or  extraordinary  resources,  together 
with  the  issues  therefrom,  be  made  up  in  each  year,  to  the 
5th  day  of  January  ;  and  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the 
House  within  thirty  days  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
in  each  year." 

Lord  Henry  Petty  acknowledged  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  submitted  to  him  the  several  resolutions  con- 
tained in  his  plan,  previously  to  his  proposing  them  to  thft 
House;  and  they  certainly  had  his  approbation,  because 
lie  conceived  that  a  plan  having  for  its  object  to  make  the 
accounts  as  clear  and  as  intelligible  to  the  House,  and  to 
the  country  at  large,  as  possible,  was  extremely  desirable; 
for  which,  the  mode  proposed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man seemed*  to  him  well  calculated ;  and  he  should  be  glad 
to  avail  himself  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  suggestions 
for  carrying  it  into  effect.  Seeing'  no  manner  of  objection 
at  present  to  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  it  should  cer- 
tainly have  his  concurrence. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Huskisson  then  moved  several  other  resolutions,  ne- 
cessarily Explanatory  of  the  remainder  of  the  proposed 
plan,  which  ^ere  also  put  and  carried ;  but  on  moving 
the  resolution,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  perpetuate  the 
land,  malt,  sugar,  and  pension  taxes, 

Mr.  Baker  rose  to  oppose  the  proposition,  which  he 
considered  as  a  striking  innovation,  introduced  at  lie  close 
of  a  session  of  Parliament,  without  any  of  the  formality 
or  mature  consideration  that  should  have  accompanied  a 
proposal,  which,  if  he  understood  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, must  go  to  trench  very  materially  upon  a  constitu- 
tional privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  materially 
abridge  that  wholesome  check  which  it  held  upon  the 
crown,  namely,  the  privilege  of  voting  or  withholding 
the  supplies  annually.  We  had  been,  he  said,  heretofore 
frightened  at  the  apprehension  of  a  standing  army  ;  but 
now  we  had  got  that  standing  army.  That  it  might  be 
rendered  necessary  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  he 
would  not  now  dispute*    But  here  was  a  proposal  in-  which 
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the  Home  was  called  upon,  at  a  rjiotaent'g  warning,  to 
vote  those  taxes*  in  perpetuity,  which  hitherto  bad  ben 
voted  only  annually.  To  sttch  a  proposition  he  shoqM 
decidedly  say  nay,  unless  it  was  much  more  fully  and  fa* 
*  tisfactonly  explained  to  him. 

Lord  If.  Petty  did  not  consider  that  the  proposition  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  really  any  such  tendency. 
He  foresaw,  however,  that  it  might  be  liable  to  the  objec- 
tion just  made  by  another  honourable  gentleman  near 
him;  He  would  recommend,  therefore,  tnat  the  honour* 
able  member  would  not  press  his  motion  just  now,  bat  that 
the  further  consideration  of  his  resolutions  should  be  ad- 
journed to  a  future  day ;  they  might  in  the  mean  time  he 
printed,  and  the  House  would  have  a  further  opportunity 
of  considering  them  before  it  should  be  called  upon  to  give 
a  final  decision. 

Mr.  Huskisson  disclaimed  any  idek  of  taking  the  House 
by  surprise. 

Mr.  Yorke,  Colonel  Bastard,  Mr;  Perceral,  and  Mr* 
Hose,  were  of  opinion  that  this  resolution  ought  to  be 
withdrawn,  upon  the  ground  of  the  objection  made  by  Mr* 
Baker,  but  thought  it  desirable  U>  retain  the  other  reaolu* 
lions. 

Mr.  Huskisson  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  resolution) 
upon  the  understanding  that  he  was  not  again  to  propose  it 
in  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Johnstone  submitted  certain  resolutions  to  the  Hoosej 
respecting  the  amount  of  the  national  debt,  &c.  on  which 
the  debate  was  postponed  to  a  future  day. 

ADDITIONAL  PAY  TO  THE  ARMT. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  H.  Petty,  the  House  resolved 
Itself  into  a  committee  of  supply,  to  which  the  estimate* 
inspecting  the  addition  of  pay  to  the  army  Were  referred. 
^  The  Secretary  at  War  then  frose  to  move  certain  resolu- 
tions on  this  head,  Which  he  trusted  would  meet  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  House.  The  low  rate  of 
pay  of  officers  of  infiuitry  Was  a  subject  on  which  all  must 
be  agreed,  that  it  was  a  wonder  how  they  had  been  hitherto 
able  to  subsist.  The  patience  with  which  they  bad  waited 
for  borne  addition  to  their  pay  was  so  exemplary,  as  to  call 
for  the  approbation  of  the  House  and  of  the  country* 
Even  the  increase  which  was  now  proposed  was  not,  bow* 
ever,  to  be  considered  as  an  adequate,  rewaxd  for  their  ecr« 

vice*. 
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Vice*.  Thfe  would  require  a  much  larger  addition  •  biit 
the  present  situation  of  the  country,  which  called  for  the 
utmost  economy,  adnfritted  that  such  increase  only  should 
tftkfe  place  as  was  required  by  absolute  necessity ;  ahd  he 
traa  convinced  that  it  would  be  rather  a  subject  of  regtet, 
than  of  satisfaction,  that  the  proposed  addition  rtas  so 
itnall.  The  increase,  besides,  was  to  be  partial  only,  and 
feet  general,  and  was  only  to  extend  to  those  whose  pay  was 
inadequate  to  their  situation.  Notwithstanding  the  nobler 
6kifns  which  officers  had  to  respect,  arising  from  tb£  na- 
ture of  their  profession  and  their  honourable  services,  yet 
all  tntist  know,  that  Unless  enabled  to  support  a  certain 
tank  in  society,  they  would  not  meet  with  general  respect 
thorn  the  world)  and  thus  the  strongest  discouragement 
Would  beheld  out  to  a  profession  which  deserved  so  well  tff 
the  countly.  His  first  resolution  related  tb  an  increase  of 
the  pay  of  officers  of  infantry.  The  second  proposed  an 
addition  to  the  pension  of  officers*  widows ;  and  the  third 
Mated  to  the  increased  pay  of  serjeants,  corporals,  and 
privates,  and  the  addition  to  the  Chelsea  pension.  Thfr 
grounds  on  which  these  last  were  adopted,  had  already 
Seen  stated  ill  the  Course  of  the  discussions  on  the  mutiny 
bill.  It  was  also  proposed,  that  every  field  officer,  com* 
tnaridjftg  a  regiment  for  the  time,  should  have  during  that 
Jjeriod  an  addition  to  his  pay  of  three  shillings  a  day.  This 
was  founded  on  the  obvious  principle  of  his  being  enabled 
to  support  ht  such  a  time  a  certain  higher  degree  of  ratik. 
It  waa  besides  thought  proper,  that  some  addition  should 
be  made  to  the  pay  of  captains  of  a  certain  standing  in  thb 
tinny.  After  ten  years  service,  it  was  desirable  that  some 
increase  of  pay  should  take  place.  At  present,  such  officers 
were  entitlrtl  to  the  rank  of  brevet-major,  and  it  was  now 

{imposed  that  they  should  receive  an  addition  of  two  shiU 
ings  per  day.  It  Was  atsd  proposed  to  grant  an  additional 
allowance  to  lieutenants  of  scvcfi  years  standing.  During 
war,  pttoiftofion  advanced  with  so  much  rapidity,  that 
there  were  seldom  arty  instances  of  this  sort,  out  iki  peacd 
the  6ase  was  different,  and  promotion  became  more  slow  j 
hence  there  was  an  evident  propriety  in  tnaking  some  ad*, 
dition.  He  then  concluded  with  moving  that  the  sum  of 
161,700/.  9s.  lid.  bfc  granted  for  defraying  the  ex  pence  of, 
thfese  additional  allowances  for  183  days,  front  the  251& 
June  to  9i  Defcember. 

Sir  Arthur  Wctlcslcg  made  several  observations  on  f  lie 
g*y  <>f  subalterns  ia  the  guards,  which  he  contended  was 

too 


438  THE  PAALIAMENTAHY  REGISTER.  {<?QH* 

too  small.     He  thought  also  that  the  lowest  sum  on  which 
an  ensign  could  subsist  was  bs.  8d.  per  day. 
.    Air,  Windham  thought  the  common  opinion  incorrect, 
which  went  to  regulate  the  pay  of  officers  exactly  by  sub- 
sistence, and  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  lower  orders  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  them  nearer  the  higher.     AH  this 
seemed  founded  on  a  false  assumption.     The  consequence 
of  the  present  system  was,  that  none  could  enter  the  army 
as  officers  who  had  not  something  else  besides  their  mere 
pay.     This  was  important  in  a  constitutional  view,  since 
it  prevented  them  from  becoming  mere  mercenaries,  and 
g^vc  them  an  interest  in  the  country  which  they  defend- 
ed.    Besides,  there  had  been  no  difficulty  of  late  in  pro- 
curing oHicers,  even  when  the  pay  was  confessedly  more 
inadequate  than  it  was  now  proposed  to  be  made.  But  it  was 
also  an  object  of  importance  that  subalterns  should  look  for* 
ward  <o  something  higher,  when  their  emoluments  might  be 
letter  proportioned  to  their  expenditure.  The  ground  of 
the  whole  system  was,  that  the  pay  of  officers,  though  not 
generally  adequate,  might  yet  be  so  in  particular  instances, 
by  means  of  extraordinary  economy.   Thus,  in  addition  to 
those  who  entered  the  army  with  some  property  of  their 
own,  ihere  might    be  others,    impelled,  perhaps,    by  a 
strong  military  inclination,  though  destitute  of  all  other 
resources,  who  might  go  on  for  a  time,  by  dint  of  rigid 
'economy,  and  struggle  through  the  situation  of  subalterns, 
till  they  arrived  a  a  higher  rank.     It  was  not  t  ho  tight  ne- 
cessary that  an  easier  species  of  admission  should  be  grant* 
ed  *o  the  lower  ranks  of  society.     Young  men,  also,  who 
entered  the  army,  generally  received  that  assistance  from 
their  relations,  which  at  a  more  advanced  period  was  not 
to  be  expected,  and  were  then  better  able  to  submit  to  pri* 
vati'ws   of  every  kind,  while  the  increase  of  thei'r  pay 
would  advance  in  proportion  to  their  rise  in  their  profes- 
sion.    He  had  no  doubt  that  a  sufficient  ntimber  ot  indi- 
viduals would  always  be  found  possessed  of  magnanimity 
enough  to  bear  all  these  inconveniences,  with  the  prospect 
of  improving  their  situation   in  the  army.     These  were 
the  grounds  on  which  the  present  scale  of  additions  was 
calculated. 

Lord De  Blaquiere  observed,  that  having  spent  the  best 
part  of  his  life  in  the  army,  he  had  a  fellow-feeling  for  all 
those  who  belonged  to  it,  and  could  not  but  admire  the 
wonderful  addition  of  Is.  id.  per  day  to  field  officers. 
This  pittance  would  not  enable  tfcenj  to  pay  the  tax  on 

property, 
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property,  which   had  been   imposed  during  the  present' 
session,  since  every  officer  who  received  2001,  a  year  would 
have  to  pay  20/.  out  of  it.     He  could  have  wished  that  a 
still  larger  addition  had  been  made  to  the  pny  of  captains.  ' 
The  Secretary  at  War  replied, that,  besides  this  increase-' 
of  pay,  every  field  officer  was  to  receive  forage  for  one 
horse.     In  answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable 
general  with  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  guards,  he  ob-  " 
served,  that,  as  they  had  universally  private  fortunes  of 
their  own,  they  did  not  need  the  present  addition,  and  he 
could  speak  from,  his  own  knowledge  of  that  body-,  ac- 
quired from  long  service  in  it,  that  they  would  disdain 
the  idea  of  serving  for  money  alone.     But  the  allowance  of 
forage  for  one  liorse  was  also  to  be  extended  to  them. 
«  llord  Temple  wished  to  know  what  addition  was  to  be 
made  to  the  pay  of  militia  officers  ? 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied,* that  the  increase  was  only 
to  extend  to  subalterns,  on  the  principle  that  the  field  offi- 
cers must  by  law  be  men  of  fortune. 

Sir  A.  Wellesley  repeated  his  former  observations  with 
regard  to  officers  of  the  guards  ;  which  again  palled  up 

Mr.  Windham,  who  observed,  that  if  people  could 
be  found  to  fill  the  rank  of  officers  without  pay,  and  actu- 
ated by  the  love  of  honour  and  distinction  alone,  it  would 
be  so  much  the  better..  But  since  this  was  not  to  be  gene- 
rally expected,  they  must  be  influenced  by  the  mixed  con- 
sideration of  yay  and  honorary  distinction.  Now  the 
higher  rank  of  officers  in  the  guards  was  really  one  of  these 
considerations,  by  which  men  are  apt  to  be  influenced. 

Mr,  Francis  vt'i^cd  to  know,  whether  it  was  meant  to* 
reimburse  officers  for  the  ex  pence  of  the  property  tax?  If 
this  were  not  done,  what  the  House  gave  with  the  one 
hand,  it  took  away  with  the  other. 

'  Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  this  was  a  subject  which 
could  only  have  come  before  the  House  with  propriety 
when  that  tax  was  discussed. 

Lord  Temple  expressed  his  regret,  that  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  had  not  found  it  possible  to  extend  the  ad- 
dition to  captains  in  the  militia.  Of  late  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  them  had  been  so  great,  that  colonels  of  tho 
militia  had  been  empowered  by  act  of  Parliament  to  take 
captains  from  half-pny  of  the  line,  and  many  subalterns 
had  also  been  promoted  to  that  rank,  who  had  not  the  usual 
qualification  in  land.  But  as  no  alteration  could  be  made 
in  the  present  resolutions,  there  was  only  one  remedy 
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which  eouk\  be  applied)  and  that  was  by  addressing  the 
cro^n,  that  *  similar  addition  roi^ht  also  be  extended  la 
t^em.  Unless  suck  aa  augmentation  should  take  place, 
be  pledged  himself  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  on  the 
subject,  io  the  next  session  of  parliament* 

Afiv  Windham  acknowledged ,  that  there  was  a  certain 
number  of  the  militia  officers  of  the  description  that  had 
bee*  mentioned.  But  besides  that  they  had  not  pasted 
through  any  subordinate  situations,  it  was  improper  that 
the  intents  of  a  few  should  prevent  any  general  regula- 
tions with  regard  to  that  body. 

Colonel  Craufurd  observed,  that  this  difficulty  in  pro- 
Curing  officers  with  the  legal  qualification  arose  from  the 
late  great  extension  of  the  militia,  and  when  they  were 
diminished  the  difficulty  would  cease.  The  resolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

A  second  resolution,  granting  a  sum  of  3829/,  19s.  3d. 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  increased  pensions  to  officers* 
widows  ;  and  a  third,  granting  a  sum  of  50,000/.  to  co- 
ver the  increased  charge  of  the  out-pensioners  of  Chelsea 
hospital,  were  also  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Charles  Pole,  leave  was  granted  to. 
bring  in  a  bill  for  preventing  nuisances  and  impediment* 
in  public  harbours. 

MILITIA  OFFICEB8'  PAY  BILL. 

Mr.  Windham  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for- 
the  House  going  into  a  committee  on  the  rnilitid  officers* 
pay  bill. 

Sir  TV.  El  ford  said,  he  rose  to  object  to  any  fujrther  pro* 
press  of  this  bill  now,  as  he  had  done,  and  should  do  in  all 
its  stages,  from  considerations  of  its  ipost  dangerous  an4 
mischievous  tendency ,  with  all  the  circumstances  of  which 
he  should  not  trouble  the  House,  although  he  should  aa 
shortly  as  possible  point  out  a  few  of  the  most  prominent 
ones.  It  was  objectionable,  first,  as  being  founded  on  the 
assumption  of  a  principle  which  had  never  before  been 
acted  upon ;  and  secondly,  on  the  abandonment  of  another 
principle  which  bad  never  before  been  departed  from ; 
added  to  which  objections  to  its  principles,  he  felt  another 
not  leu  strong;  tpat  this  great  and  very  important  state 
question 5  of  altering  the  relations  between  the  army  and  the 
U&iUtia  now,  for  the  first  time  since  its  establishment,  had 
ham  brought  forward  at  the  close  of  a  session,  when  that 

'  lord 
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lord   lieutenants  of  counties  and  the  militia  officers  had 
mostly  left  town,  and  without  the  slightest  intimation 
having  been  given,  when  an  increase  of  the  army  pay 
had  been  proposed,  that  any  such  exclusion  of  the  militia 
ytas  in  contemplation.    The  assuming  as  a  principle  that, 
because  men  bad  private  fortunes,  they  were  therefore 
not  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  the  situations  they  held, 
.  and  which  the  country  adjudged  to  be  the  fair  remunera- 
tion for  their  services,  was  one  which  was  perfectly  "novel, 
and  had  no  analogy  or  parallel  in  any  department  of  the 
state,  civil  or  military,  that  he  had  ever  heard,  of,  and 
was  in  itself  a  most  unreasonable  and  unjust  proposition  : 
tie  had  on  a  former  occasion  so  stated  it,  and  he  would 
again  put  a  case  of  another  kind.     Suppose  any  very  re- 
spectable country  gentleman,  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  for 
instance,  should,  in  the  course  of  events,  be  appointed  by 
his  Majesty  one  of  his  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  on 
his  coming  into  office  it  was  to  be  proposed  to  him,  that  he, 
having  a  very  fine  private  fortune,  should  forego  all  or  any 
part  of  those  emoluments  which  were  fairly  attached  to  the 
execution  of  his  high  office ;  he  would  doubtless  treat  such 
a  proposition  as  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  absurd ;  and 
yet  such  was  the  proposition  now  made  to  the   House 
respecting  the  officers  of  the  militia :  but  however  consi- 
derations of  this  kind  weighed  on  his  mind,  they  were 
trifling  and  contemptible  in  competition  with  the  second 
objection,  that  of  departing  in  this  case,  for  the  first  time, 
from  that  radical  pnnciple  on  which  the  militia  system 
had  been  founded,  namely,  of  placing  them,  when  called 
out  for  actual  service,  on  the  same  footing  as  the  infantry 
of  the  army  in  every  respect  whatever  except  that  of  rank, 
That  the  militia  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  a  fine 
body  of  men,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  himself,  more 
than  once,  lately  confessed  ;  and,  indeed,  he  might,without 
partiality,  be  allowed  to  state,  that  for  discipline,  for  know- 
ledge in  tne  use  of  arms,  for  orderly  deportment,  for  phy- 
sical strength,  and  every  other  requisite  of  a  soldier,  except 
experience  in  .actual  warfare,  they  were  as  fine  troops  as 
any  upon  the  earth  ;  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  a  shame 
if  they  were  not  fine  troops,  as  they  were  generally  com- 
posed of  the  hardiest  and  most  orderly  part  of  the  commu- 
nity— the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  and  had  longbcentrain- 
ed  to  arms — such  was  the  militia.    The  means  which  our  . 
ancestors  had  adopted,  and  which  had  hitherto  been  inva- 
Vol.  III.  1805-6.  4N  riabV 
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riably  pursued,  to  acquire  and  keep  up  this  force,  had  by 
the  effect  been  proved  completely  adequate  to  their  end. 
The  relations  between  the  two  services  had  been  sp  wisely 
and  admirably  adjusted,  that  no  jealousies  or  discontents 
had  arisen.  The  army  had  the  superior  rank,  as  in  com- 
mon 6ense  they  ought  to  have  ;  this  su])eru7rity  Has  cheer- 
fully acquiesced  in  by  the  militia,  and  was  all  that  the  amy 
chimed  ;  in  every  other  respect  while  acting  together 
they  ivere  precisely  on  the  same  tooting,  and  harmony  had 
always  prevailed.  Was  it  wise  then,  he  would  ask,  to 
make  a  grout  and  important  alteration  in  the  relations  be* 
tween  these  two  services,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  disturbing 
that  harmony  by  an  innovation  which  most  probably  would 
be  found  to  contain  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  discord  ?  He 
had  heard  this  matter,  since  it  was  first  agitated,  variously 
represented  :  some  had  stated,  that  the  increasing  the  pay 
-of  the  army  officers  without  including  those  of  the  militia, 
would  argue  an  inferiority  in  the  latter  which  they  had 
never  before  felt ;  others  Merc  of  opinion,  that  the  innova- 
tion would  place  the  officers  of  the  militia  on  higher 
ground  than  they  had  been,  by  demonstrating  that  emolu- 
ment was  beneath  their  consideration.  It  was  indifferent 
to  bim"which  of  those  two  sentiments  was  to  be  the  pre- 
valent one ;  it  was  sufficient  for  his  argument  that  both 
or  either  of  them  was  excited,  as  it  formed  the  very  source 
of  that  danger  which  he  predicted  from  the  adoption  of 
the  present  measure.  If  the  right  lion,  gentleman's  argu- 
ment was  good,  that  officers  of  the  militia,  being  men  of  for- 
tune, should  not  have  a  corresponding  increase  of  pay 
with  those  of  the  infantry  of  the  army,  it  was  good  when 
the  militia  was  first  established,  when  certainly  there  were 
at  least  as  many,  and  he  believed  a  great  many  more,  men 
of  fortune  in  that  service  than  at  present;  but  our  ances- 
tors judged  otherwise  ;  that  they  judged  well  the  event  had 
proved,  and  he  therefore  deprecated  an  infringement  of 
those  principles  which  appeared  by  the  result  to  have 
been  so  judiciously  and  wisely  adopted.  With  respect  to 
the  late  period  of  the  session  at  which  this  important 
state  question  was  brought  forward,  and  that  too  without 
any  other  previous'  intimation  than  a  single  day*s  notice, 
he  put  it  to  (he  House,  whether,  judging  most  favourably 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  motives,  he  had  no*  a 
right  to  infer,  from  thence,  that  he  had  not  duly  weighed 
ihe  magnitude  of  the  measure,  and  that  it  had  not  under- 
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gone  that  previous  discussion  elsewhere,  which  its  import- 
ance demanded :  he  had  a  right  to  draw  this    inference 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  right  .honourable  gentleman 
bad  brought  in  his  bill,  which,  he  was  sure,  the  House 
could  not  but  have  noticed*     He  merely  stated,  that  a 
bill  was  before  the  House,  to  give  additional  pay  to  the 
army  ;  and  as  it  was  not  inlcuded  to  extend  it  beyond  the 
subalterns  of  the  militia,  it  was  necessary  a  legislative 
measure   should  be  adopted  so  to  limit  it.     lie  merely 
stated  it  as  a  matter  of  little  moment,  and  seemed  to  think 
it  required  no  more  comment,  than  if  he  had  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  common  turnpike  bill.     He  meant  not 
to  attribute  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  any  sinister 
motives.     He  meant  not  to  accuse  him  of  intending  to 
effect  any  unavowed  purpose,  or  to  deceive  the  House  by 
representing  that  as  trivial,,  which  he  thought  of  import- 
ance ;  and  the  necessary  result  of  thus  fairly  judging  his 
conduct  was,  that  he  had  not  looked  on  the  proceeding 
as  of  thai  importance  which  really  belonged  to  it ;  he  was, 
therefore,  inclined  to  hope,  and,  indeed,  to  entertain  a  con- 
fident expectation,  that  when  he  more  maturely  weighed 
all  the  bearings  and  probable  consequences  of  this  measure^ 
be  would  not  persist  in  pressing  it  any  further.     He  then 
declared  that  it  was  against  the  principle. of  this  measure 
that  his  opposition  was  chiefly  directed  :  that  hc^ltsclaimed 
the  meanness  which  had  been  attributed  to  him,  of  looking  „ 
to  mere  emolument,  although  that,  trifling  as  it  was,  might 
in  many  cases  be  acceptable  to  many  officers  of  the  mili* 
tia  as  well  as  the  army ;  but  that  feeling  all  the  possible, 
all  the  probable,  and  all  the  certain  evils  attendant  upon 
tbe  adoption  of  this  measure,  lie  should  find  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  it  in  every  part  of  its  progress. 

Mr.  Yorke  contended,  that  this  bill  might  have  been 
brought  in  weeks  and  months  ago,  when  there  was  a  full 
attendance  of  the  members,  and  particularly  of  those  who 
were  connected  with  the  militia  service.  On  this  ground 
alone  he  would  oppose  the  Speaker's  leaving  the -chair. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  already  struck  a 
blow  at  the  volunteers,  as  much,  perhaps,  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  introduced  his  measures,  as  by  the  ob- 
jects which  they  had  in  view,  and  now  he  made  a  similar 
attack  on  the  militia  service,  while,  from  the  thinucss  of 
the  House,  he  thought  himself  exempted  from  the  nece*- 
sity  of  defending  the  measure.     Fie  then  took  a  view  of 
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the  arguments  against  the  bill,  and  concluded  with  ob- 
serving, that  the  invidious  distinction  now  proposed  to  be 
established,  would  not  save  more  than  5600/.  to  the  conn* 

try. 

,  Colonel  Bastar d  contended,  that  the  present  measure  was 
a  breach  of  the  faith  of  Parliament,  which  was  pledged 
when  the  militia  were  first  raised,  that  they  should  be  on 
the?  same  footing  in  all  respects  with  the  army.  Their 
services  were  kept,  while  they  were  deprived  of  those  pri- 
vileges to  which  they  were  entitled.  The  distinction  now 
proposed  was  odious,  and  for  a  pitiful  saving,  the  whole 
militia  service  was  to  be  disgusted. 

Lord  Temple  totally  differed  from  the  opinions  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  disclaimed- his  assistance  on  the  terms 
he  had  mentioned  ;  he  could  not  approve  that  wandering 
manner  with  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seemed  de* 
termined,  whatever  was  the  question,  to  inveigh  against 
expressions  said  to  have  been  used  by  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Windham)  respecting  the  volunteers.     Those 
topics  were  now  introduced  into  every  debate.     He  would, 
however,  leave  it  to  the  House,  from  what  side  the  expres- 
sions now  came,  which  had  an  obvious  tendency  to  irri- 
tate the  volunteers,  and  to  disgust  them  ?  Who  were  the 
men  who  now  avoided  all  conciliating  language,  and  who 
appeared  to  wish  to  diminish  both  the  numbers  and  the 
spirit  of  the  volunteers  ?  There  was  an  objection,  however, 
which  he  had  to  the  bill,  and  that  was,  that  it  gave  to  vo- 
lunteer officers,  when  called  into  action,  supenor  ad  van-! 
tages  to  what  the  officers  of  the  militia  would  have. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  he  should  himself  make  no  obser- 
vation, but  he  would  leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge  on  the 
manner  and  tone  with  which  the  noble  lord  (Temple)  upon 
this,  and  indeed  almost  upon  every  occasion,  reprehended 
those  who  differed  with  him  in  opinion.  The  House  would 
discover  on  what  ground  his  title  to  give  such  lectures  rest- 
ed, whether  it  wad  on  his  superior  ability,  or  his  great  exr 
perience.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  it  was  too  late  in  the 
session  (when  the  extraordinary  pressure  of  business  was 
considered)  to  bring  forward  a  measure  which  might  dis- 
gust such  a  considerable  body  of  men,  who  formed  the  con- 
stitutional army  of  the  country.  As  to  the  economical 
saving,  he  considered  that  it  was  a  mere  trifle  when  com-, 
pared  to  the  serious  mischief  of  disgusting  the  militia.  He 
{bought  that  9  measure  of  such  moment  should  not  have 

been 
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been  brought  forward  at  such  an  advanced  period  of  theses* 
won  that  a  regular  and  decent  attendance  of  members 
could  not  be  expected. 

Mr,  Windham  took  a  review  of  the  objections  that  had 
been  urged  by  different  gentlemen,  from  the  temperate 
and  argumentative  speech  of  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir 
W»  Elford),  to  the  intemperate,  unreasonable,  uninterest- 
ing, and  (as  lie  conceived)  most  unargumentativc  speech 
of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke).  He  di£- 
fered  from  the  lion,  baronet  in  the  whole  view  of  the  case. 
Instead  of  considering  it  an  innovation  on  any  fundamen- 
tal principle,  it  appeared  to  be  one  of  those  mere  mat- 
ters of  discretionary  regulation,  which  was  always  suppos- 
ed to  be  completely  open  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament.  It 
had  been  laid  down  as  the  general  rule,  that  the  militia  were 
to  have  the  same  pay  as  the  army.  It  should,  however, 
be  recollected,  that  this  rule  was  not  founded  upon  anj 
'  constitutional  principle,  but  merely  on  the  words  of  the  act 
of  Parliament.  It  was  therefore  to  be -considered,  what  were 
the  words  of  the  act,  and  what  the  meaning  of  it.  The 
militia  were  called  out  according  to  law,  but  as  there  be- 
fore existed  no  law  to  determine  what  provision  should  be 
assigned  for  them,  the  act  of  the  42d  of  the  king  stated, 
that  that  should  be  the  same  as  was  allowed  to  the  army. 
The  meaning  of  the  act  was  clearly,  that  as  it  was  neces- 
sary to  assign  them  some  provision,  the  legislature  thought 
that  what  the  army  then  received  was  not  too  much.  In 
assigning  them  that  for  their  provision,  the  legislature 
never  meant  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  f  be  sovereign,  or  pre- 
vent his  increasing  the  pay  of  any  other  description  of  his 
force.  If  it  was  contended,  that  on  account  of  the  words 
of  this  act,  the  King  could  not  now  make  any  provision  for 
any  other  description  of  force  which  should  not  extend  to 
the  militia,  the  conclusion  appeared  to  him  a  non  sequitur* 
That  his  majesty  might,  from  time  to  time,  make  altera- 
tions with  respect  to  one  part  of  his  force,  which  should 
not  extend  to  the  other,  was  a  thing  agreeable  to  reason, 
and  to  the  fact.  In  reason,  it  could  not  be  contended,  that 
regular  troops,  who  were  liable  to  be  called  at  a  moment's 
notice,  to  serve  their  country  abroad  in  unwholesome  cli- 
mates, and  exposed  to  danger,  were  not  in  a  situation  very 
different  from  the  militia,  who  could  not  be  ordered  out  of 
the  country  ;  if  then  their  situation  was  different,  it  would 
not  be  unreasonable  if  there  should  be  some  difference  in 

their 
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their  allowances.  •  In  point  of  fact,  too,  a  difference  bad 
always  existed*  The  officers  of  the  regular  army  were  ^en- 
titled to  half-pay  when  militia  officers  were  not*  The  field* 
officers  of  the  militia,  however,  made  no  complaint.  It 
was  not  aomuch  a  difference  between  regulars  aid  militia, 
as  between  one  part  of  the  army  and  another.  As  jo  the 
lion,  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke),  he  mast  say,  that  with  what- 
ever gravity  of  manners,  or  authority  of  toae,  he  chose  to 
lecture  him  upon  what  was  bis  duty  as  a  minister  and  a 
member  of  Parliament,  the  whole  weight  and  importance 
of  his  lee  u res  depended  upon  the  strength  of  the  argu- 
ments he  adduced,  and  if  bis  arguments  were  altogether 
feeble,  it  was  in  vain  for  him  to  take  the  tone  or  manner  of 
authority.  The  mode  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
Ibad  adopted  might  serve  as  an  useful  example,  not  to  fol- 
low, but  to  avoid.  The  (hing,  however,which  seemed  most 
to  have  offended  the  lion,  gentleman  was,  that  he  seemed 
to  think  that  lie  (Mr.  Windham)  had  not  received  his  ar- 
guments with  all  that  attention,  deference,  and  respect, 
which  he,  no  doubt,  thought  was  due  to  them.  Jt  was 
impossible  for  ministers,  or  any  other  men,  to  direct  their 
whole  attention,  in  the  course  of  a  long  debate,  to  every 
word  that  came  from  those  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
benches.  Sometimes  the  very  business  of  the  debate  itself 
would  oblige  them  to  converse  a  little  with  those  who  sat 
near  them.  He  believed  that  it  was  really  some  observa- 
tion arising  out  of  the  debate,  which  might  have  caused  for 
a  moment  that  apparent  inattention  of  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke)  so  loudly  complained, 

Mr.  Yorke,  in  explanation,  said  he.  was  ready  to  apolo« 
gizeto  the  House,  if  he  had  made  use  of  any  unparlia- 
mentary expression  :  he  certainly  had  felt  a  considerable 
indignation  at  a  business  of  such  importance  being  brought 
forward  so  late  in  the  session.  This  indignation  he  meant 
to  express  with  t  he  freedom  which  became  a  member  of  Par* 
Kamcnt,  and  he  hoped  he  had  not  transgressed  the  proper 
bounds.  He  had  also  conceived,  that  he  saw  a  marked  in* 
attention  from  the  right  hon.  secretary,  with  which  he  con* 
fessed,  that  he  felt  himself  very  much  hurt.  Since  the 
jr'^ht  lion,  secretary  had,  however,  declaimed  what  he  con* 
reived  to  have  been  a  marked  inattention,  he  was  ready  to 
apologize  to  the  House  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  irre* 
gularity. 

Mr.  Perceval  thought  the  arguments  of  his  right  hon. 

friend 
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friend  had  been  mis-stated.  The  great  objection  to  the 
bill  which  was  now  presented  to  the  House  was,  that  it  wa* 
upon  a  subject  of  so  much  importance,  that  it  was  net  fair 
to  bring  it  forward  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  when 
there  could  be  but  a  very  thin  attendance  of  members.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  it  would  be  very  wrong  in  point  of 
policy  that  such  a  measure  should  be  brought  forward,  at 
a  time  that  the  militia  were  in  arms  and  embodied.  It  wa* 
then  uo  time  to  disgust  men,  when  we  looked  to  them  foe 
services.  He  might  be  told,  as  he  was  the  other  nisfht, 
about  the  volunteer  drill  Serjeants,  that  they  might  resign* 
He  doubted,  however,  even  whether  those  who  asserted 
that  proposition  could  venture  te  say  that  the  militia 
might  resign.  If  then  it  was  allowed  that  they  could 
not  resign,  and  that  the  terms  under  which  they  entered 
were,  that  they  should  be  on  the  same  footing  with  tha 
army,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  faith  with  them  to  placer 
them  now  upon  a  worse  condition  than  the  army.  Cer- 
tainly no  little  saving,  in  point  of  economy,  could  compen- 
sate  for  the  impolicy  of  disgusting  such  a  body  as  the  mi- 
litia, at  a  time  when  their  services  were  so  necessary. 

Mr.  Giles  considered  that  all  the  objections  which  were 
made  to  every  measure  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the 
session,  amounted  only  to  this  question,  why  did  not  the 
present  ministers  bring  forward  all  at  once  all  the  measures 
which  they  meant  tojntroduce  in  the  course  of  the  session  ? 
As  to  the  breach  of  public  faith  that  was  so  much  spoken 
of,  he  begged  leave  to  remind  gentlemen,  that  the  militia 
was  not  a  voluntary,  but  a  compulsory  service,  and  that  if 
no  particular  faith  was  pledged  to  the  ballotted  men,  cer- 
tainly their  substitutes  stood  in  no  better  situation  than 
they  did.  Of  a  man  that  voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  regu- 
lar army,  it. would  be  right  to  consider  strictly  the  terms 
under  which  he  entered  ;  but  the  militiaman,  whether  lie 
is  the  balloted  man  or  the  substitute,  enters  into  the  service 
from  the  compulsion  of  the  law,  and  can  claim  no  other 
terms  but  what  the  legislature  chooses  to  <nvc. 

Lord  De  Blaqmere  rose,  and  spoke  on  many  topics.  While 
be  was  discussing  the  vote  of  thanks  proposed  on  a  former 
night  to  the  volunteers, 

Colonel  Craufurd  rose  to  speak  to  order.     He  felt  un- 
willing to  interrupt  the  noble  lord  ;  but  still,  at  such  an  ad* 
varce.1  period  of  rhe  session,  ami  at  so  late  an  hour  at 
night,  he  thought  the 'House  ought  &ot  to  listen  to  argu- 
ments 
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ments  which,  although  they  might  have  been  very  proper 
on  former  debates,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question 
then  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  noble  lord  was  not  in  or- 
der. 

Lord  DcBlaquiere  then  said,  that  as  he  was  not  made  of 
brass,  be  must  bow  to  the  authority  of  the  chair.  After  a 
variety  of  observations,  he  concluded  by  opposing  tha 
bill. 

.  Mr.  O'lfara  was  for  the  bill.  He  was  sure  that  both 
the  field  officers  of  the  militia  and  of  the  volunteers  would 
cheerfully  yield  to  any  deductions,  that  could  tend  to  give 
the  country  a  greater  disposable  force  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

Sir  William  Lemon  considered  that  it  might  be  the  cause 
of  much  discontent,  .that  when  the  officers  of  the  regulars 
and  militia  messed  together,  the  one  should  say,  "  We 
are  superior  to  you ;,  our  pay  is  higher !" 

Mr.  Ellison  agreed  in  the  sentiment  of  the  honourable 
baronet  who  spoke  last,  and  thought  that  it  would  be  a 
subject  of  heart-burning,  and  might  create,  if  not  discord, 
at  least  a  considerable  degree  of  dissatisfaction. 

Colonel  Craufurd  could  not  at  all  agree  with  the  opinion 
of  the  honourable  baronet.  So  far  from  the  regular  officers 
being  entitled  to  claim  any  superiority  on  account  of  this 
distinction,  he  thought  the  superiority  (as  far  as  income 
went)  was  on  the  other  side  ;  and.that  the  militia  field  offi- 
cers who  did  not  receive  the  increased  pay  merely  upon 
the  ground  tiiat  they  were  men  of  somewhat  superior  for- 
tune, and  who,  therefore,  did  not  require  it,  ought,  on  that 
ground,  neither  to  claim  a  suj)eriority  over  the  regular  of- 
ficers who  were,  in  general,  inferior  fo  them  in  point  of 
fortune.  He  knew  that  it  was  unparliamentary  to  impute 
any  improper  motives  to  members  of  that  House ;  but  he 
must  say,  thqt  if,  in  any  other  assembly,  men  had  acted 
the  same  part  as  had  been  pursued  by  those  of  opposition ; 
if,  on  every  question  that  could  be  brought  forward,  so 
much  was  said  in  praise  of  the  volunteers,  and  so  much  had 
been  said  of  certain  expressions  of  bis  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Windham};  he  should  think  that  their  object 
was  merely  to  catch  at  popularity,  to  win  to  their  side  that 
numerous  and  respectable  body  of  men,  and  to  make  his 
right  honourable  friend  as  unpopular  and  as  odious  as  they 
could  to  that  body.    This  would  have  been  his  opinion,  if 

a  similar 
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a  similar  conduct  had  been  adopted  by  any  set  of  gentle* 
men  out  of  that  House,  but  in  that  House  he  knew  that  it 
was  most  unparliamentary  to  suppose  that  any  member 
could  be  actuated  by  such  motives,  and  therefore  he  ditf 
not  impute  such  tp<  them.  As  to  the  distinctions  of  pay* 
Mich  distinctions  already  existed  in  the  regular  army,  and 
Irene  not  complained  of. 

Colonel  Mitford  was  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  (after  some  convef&ation  witfc 
liord  Temple),  begged  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
"  that  the  Speaker  do  quit  the  chair,"  and  to'  substitute  in 
the  place  of  it,  u  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committed 
to  empower  them  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  ta  the 
yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps. 

After  a  few  wolds  from  Mr.  Bastard,  the  motion  w&s 
agreed  to ;  as  was  also  that  of  the  House  resolving  itself  ' 
into  a  committee.     In  the  committee,  Sir  William  Elforot 
proposed  a  clause  for  leaving  out  the  word  "  officers," 
Which  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  38  to  17: 

The  bill  was  then  passed  through  the  committee,  and  the 
Teport  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Sir  C.  Pole  moved  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  for  prevqnt- 
Ing  embankments  in  harbours,  or  rivers  communicating 
therewith,  without  notice  previously  given  to  the  admiralty -• 
Along  conversation  then  took  place,  in  which  the  object  of 
the  bill  was  universally  approved  of,  which  was  to  prevent 
the  injury  which  individuals  might  do  to  the  great  harbours 
and  the  country.  The  words  of  the  bill  were,  however 
conceived  by  many  members  as  too  general.  * 

Sir  C.  Pole  said,  that  in  the  progress  of  the  bill  he  would 
be  very  ready  to  listen  to  any  suggestions  that  were  made. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the 
next  day. 

UNEN   DRAWBACK   BILL. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poster  this  bill  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.-  Vansittart  moved  a  clause,  for  continuing  the  pre* 
dent  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  German  and  Russian 
linen  to  the  West  Indies  to  the  26th  of  March  1807,  and 

for  the  usual  lime  that  drawbacks  were  usually  granted  after 
that  time. 

Mr.  Foster  opposed  thij  olauM  as  striking  directly  at  the1 
Vox.  Ill,  18G5-«.<  4  0  Jtapltf 
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staple  manufacture  of  Ireland,  .and  being  contrary  to  the 
bargain  made  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr*  Vansittart  proposed  adjpuraing  the  discussion  of 
thp  clause. 

Mr.  Foster  said  that  lie  had  been  so  often  persuaded  bj 
ministers  to  postpone  the  bill,  that  be  could  not,  injustice 
to  Ireland,  postpone  it  any  longer,  unless  there  was  a  posi- 
tive engagement  that  it  should  be  the  first  business  discuss- 
ed the  next  day. 

Mr.  Dawson  and  Lord  Achcson  contended,  that  as  it  was 
a  subject  which  every  Irish  member  was  agreed  on,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansittart)  ought  not  to 
press  his  clause. 

Mr.  Vansittart  consented  to  withdraw  it. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of;  and 
at  half  past  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS- 

MONDAY,  JULY    15. 

.  In  the  appeal  ''Chamlcy  v.  Lord  Dunsany  and  others," 
Mr.  Agar  was  heard  for  the  appellant.  Further  hearing 
the  next  day. 

The  masters  in  chancery  bill,  the  Scots  forfeited  estates 
bill,  the  Irish  militia  service  bill,  the  volunteer  officers  rank 
bill,  the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  trade  bill,  the  silk  bounty 
bill,  the  sugar  bill,  the  French  wines  bill,  the  gunpowder 
importation  bill,  the  masts  bill,  the  raisins  bill,  the  excise 
laws  bill,  and  lire  innkeepers'  allowances  bill,  were  read 
a  second  time,  ami  committed  for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  linen  drawback  bill,  and 
pome  private  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

The  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic's  creditors  bill  passed 
through  a  committee,  and  was  reported. 

The  Attorney  General,  and  several  other  members  of  (lie 
House  of*Commons,  brought  up  the  chancery  clerks'  bill, 
the  ordnance  lands  bill,  the  seamen's  wages  bill,  and  the 
Irish  revenues  bill,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

The  American  intercourse  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  I/ord 
Granville,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Thursday.  . 

The 
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The  Irish  quit  rents  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  after  a 
short  conversation  bctwech  Lord  Redesdale,  Lord  Grcn- 
villcj  Lord'Eldon,  and  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  bill,  and  committed  for  the  next  day.  ' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish 
school  commissioners'  bill.  Some  conversation  arose  upoh 
the  clauses,  between  Lord  Redesdale,  Lord  Grenville,  and 
the  Bishop  of  Ossory.  Lord  Redesdale  moved  an  amend- 
ment, to  render  the  bill  temporary  instead  of  permanent'; 
which  was  opposed  by  Lord  Grenville, and  negatived.  The 
Bishop  of  Ossory  proposed  a  clause,  to  save  the  privileges 
of  Trinity  College,  in  Dublin,  but  it  was  thought  by 
Lord  Grenville  unnecessary,  as  the  bill  would  not  affect  the 
privileges  of  the  college.  After  some  further  conversation 
the  bill  passed  through  the  committee,  and  was  reported 
without  amendment.  i 

SLAVE   TBiDE. 

On  the  order  of  the  diiy  being  read  for  the  House  re- 
solving itself  into  a  committee  on  the  slave-ship  restriction 
bill, 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  went  over  several  of  the  ar- 
guments before  urged  Against  the  bill,  which,  he  contended, 
would  be  highly  unjust  in  its  operation,  and  that  by  en- 
acting that  the  ships  now  employed  in  the  slave  trade 
should  be  traded  by  the  same  owners,  groat  loss  of  pro- 
perty would  frequently  ensue  to  the  remaining  owners  of  a 
vessel,  where  a  part-owner  died,  or  became  a  bankrupt,  as 
in  that  case,  from  the  change  of  the  property,  the  ship 
could  not  be  continued  in  the  trade, 

fjord  Grenville  contended  that  it  having  been  determin- 
ed by  both  Houses  that  the  slave  trade  ought  to  be  abolish- 
ed as  soon  as  possible,  it  was  a  necessary  consequence  of 
that  measure  to  bring  in  the  present  bill,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent that  superabundant  supply  of  slaves,  which  would 
otherwise  be  attempted  in  the  interval  to  be  poured  into  the 
West  India  islands,  whilst  it  was  at  the  same  time  an  act 
of  justice  to  the  subjects  of  the  country  to  prevent  them 
from  engaging  in  a  trade  to  their  certain  loss.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  any  injustice  io  individual  would  result  from 
<  he  present  bill,  although,  in  all  great  measures  of  policy, 
it  was.  impossible  to  prevent  some  individual  hardships  aris- 
ing from  their  operation. 

fsord  Eldon  argued  that  in  the  present  case  individuals 

40  2  might 
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might  be  exempted  from  loss  of  property  without  endan- 
gering the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  was  of  opinion  that, 
from  the  words  of  the  bill,  if  any  part-owner  of  a  ship 
employed  in  the  slave  trade  died  or  became  bankrupt,  the 
'  jpoperty  being  changed,  the  remaining  owners  could  not 
continue  to  trade  with  the  vessel,  the  property  in  which 
"would  therefore  become  of  little  or  no  value,  the  remaining 
owners  sustain  a  heavy  loss,  and  the  estate  of  the  testator 
or  the  bankrupt  be  seriously  injured,  and  thus  creditors  he 
unable  to  obtain  their  demands* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  defended  the  bill,  and  main- 
tained, that  the  persons  engaged  in  the  trade  had  had  am- 
ply sufficient  notice  of  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to 
.abolish  it,  and  therefore  ought  not  now  to  complain  of  in- 
justice. He  thought  that  me  words  of  the  bill,  which  had 
'been  objected  to,  ought  to  remain,  as  to  allow  other  owners 
to  trade  with  the  present  vessels  would  only  tend  to  increase 
the  number  of  claimants  for  compensation  when  Ae  legis- 
lature finally  abolished  the  trade. 

Lord  Viscount  Sidmouth  declared  himself  friendly  to  the 
abolition  of  the  trade,  provided  it  was  done  cautiously, 
with  full  information  upon  the  subject,  and  with  as  tittle 
injury  and  oppression  as  possible  to  individuals. 

Lord  Rtdesdalc  also  expressed  himself  friendly  to  the 
abolition,  but  thought  it  had  been  retarded  by  the  harsh- 
ness used  towards  those  who  carried  on  the  trade*  In  or- 
der to  preyenf  this  bill  from  being  a  harsh  measure  upoa  in- 
dividuals, he  suggested  that  those  words  should  be  left  out 
which  restricted  the  employment  of  the  vessels  now  ip  the 
trade  to  the  present  owners. 

Lord  Ellenborough  was  of  opinion  that  the  vwwds  ob- 
jected to  did  not  legally  bear  the  interpretation  which  ha4 
been  put  upon  them.  He  contended  that  notwithstanding 
the  death  or  bankruptcy  of  any  of  the  part-owners,  the 
yessels  might  still  be  navigated  under  the  old  register. 

The  House  then  resolved  info  a  committee,  where  some 
conversation  arose  upon  the  different  clauses,  in  the  course 
of  which  Lord  Ellenborough  warmly  replied  to  an  expres- 
sion used  by  the  Earl  of  Westmorland,  f  he  latter  noble  lord 
luoved  to  leave  out  the  words  ^  any  owner  or  owners,"  with 
p.  view  to  preventthe  trade  from  bemgrestrictedtoibepftsent 
owners  of  the  vessels  employed  in  it.  This  was  opposed  by 
Lord  Ellenborough  and  Lord  Granville,  on  the  grounds 
before  stated,  and  supported  by  Lord  Eldon.    The  pwP°: 
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sition  was  negatived.  Lord  Eldon  moved  to  extend  the 
time  United  for  taking  out  licences  for  navigating  vessels  in 
the  trade  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  1st  of  September. 
•This  amendment  was  also  negatived;  as  was  likewise  an 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  Westmorland,  to  li- 
mit the  duration  of  the  bill  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  instead  of  two  years.  The  bill  then  passed 
through  the  committee,  and  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bankru  pt  laws  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  com* 
quitted  for  itye  next  day.  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

MONDAY,   JULY    15.  ' 

A  message  from  the  Lords  declared  their  assent  to  the 
/quarantine  bill  and  others  ;  and  also  requested  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  examining  the  accounts  of 
the  exchequer  of  Scotland,  relating  to  the  grants  from  the 
forfeited  estates,  with  abstracts  of  the  proceedings.  To 
this  part  of  the  message  the  Commons  resolved  to  send  an 
answer  by  messengers  of  their  own. 

Simpson's  divorce  bill  was  committed,  and  after  theexr 
^initiation  of  witnesses  passed  through  the  committee. 

The  ordnance  lands  bill,  the  seamen's  allotment  bill,  the 
JJell  liock  bill,  the  Scotch  forfeited  estates  bill,  and  Lord 
Rodney's  annuity  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr,  Williairfs  Wynne  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  commis- 
sion or  commissions,  granted  to  provide  for  the  proper  ar- 
rangement and  preservation  of  the  public  records  of  the 
kingdom,  on  the  11th  of  July  1S03,  pursuant  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Hou:*e,  stating  what  had  been  done  under  the 
commission,  and  what  were  the  present  proceedings.  Or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Wynne  then  presented  an  account  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  deputy  lieutenants  and  militia  officers,  from  the 
flate  of  the  last  return.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  stage  coach  act  amendment  bill,  the  general  ware- 
housing bill,  the  woods  and  forests  regulation  bill,  the 
Windsor  forest  inquiry  bill,  the  Irish  hops,  glass,  &c.  bill, 
and  the  lottery  bill,  were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fhird  time  the  next  day. 

£lje  militia  officers  pay  bill  was  reported, . 

'        *  Mr, 
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Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  he  would  not  say  any  thin?? 
Against  the  bill  at  present,  but  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the 
next  day.  ' 

The  London  additional  force  repeal  bill  vyas  committed. 
Report  ihe  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  was  brought  up, 
relating  to  the  additional  pay  to  the  army. 

General  Tarleton  was  of  opinion  that  the  cavalry  officers 
ought  to  be  included  in  this. .  It  was  thought,  it  appeared, 
that  cavalry  officers  were  generally  persons  o£  some  fortune* 
But  this  was  by  no  means  the  case  ;  and  it  was  to  be  consi- 
dered that  the  dress  and  accoutrements  of  a  cavalry  officer 
were  so  expensive,  that  he  must -spend  a  year  and  a  half* 
jay  before  he  could  mount  guard. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  the  situation  of  the  ca- 
valry officers  was  much  better  than  officers  of  the  same 
rank  in  the  infantry.  He,  however,  observed,  that  it 
would  be  considered  whether  an  additional  two  shillings  a 
day  should  be  given  to  any  cavalry  officer  commanding  a 
regiment. 
General  Tarleto;i  explained. 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  moved  an  amendment  in  the 
estimate  of  the  officers'  widows,  by  which  100/.  was  de- 
ducted. 

Colonel  Wood  did  not  know  why  such  a  grant  to  the 
officers  of  the  army  was  made  at  all  at  the  present  time. 
It  was  so  small  that  it  would  afford  but  little  satisfaction  to 
the  army,  and  still  was  a  great  addition  to  the  burdens  of 
the  country.  It  would  not,  therefore,  answer  the  object 
which  government  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  if  we  were  to  consider  the  dis- 
content on  the  one  side,  and  the  satisfaction  on  the  other, 
the  result  would  be  that  we  could  do  nothing.  As  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  it  was  not  done 
with  a  view  to  give  them  satisfaction.  The  object  was  the 
good  of  the  service,  as  by  this  grant  you  might  get  many 
meritorious  men  who  could  not  otherwise  be  got. 
Colonel  Wood  explained. 

•  General  Tarleton  said  that  his  honourable  friend  (Colo- 
nel Wood)  had  objected  to  this  increase  at  this  particular 
time,  when  the  army  was  so  large,  and  when  we  were  en- 
gaged in  such  a  war.    When  peace  came,  and  he  hoped  it 

•  11  wouid 
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would  be  a  glorious  one,  then  the  addition  would  be  made. 
But  if  the  pay  was  granted,  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  the 
cavalry.  •♦ 

The  Secretary  at  War  explained,  after  which  the  amend- 
ment and  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hansard,  printer  to  the  House,  presented  an  account 
of  thecxpence  of  printing  the  Indian  papers  from  the  1st 
of  April  to  the  30th  of  June.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  audi- 
tors'bill. 

Mr.  Huskisson  proposed  a  clause  for  remedying  the  de- 
fects of  vouchers,  which  was  adopted  and  added  to  the  bill 
by  way  of  rider.  He  then  proposed  another  clause,  which 
was  rejected  as  interfering  with  the  exercise  of  a  proper 
discretion  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Rose  then  proposed  a  clause,  limiting  the  power. of 
the  treasury  as  to  the  charges  on  accomptauts. 
.   Lord  Henry  Petty  opposed  this,  on  the  grounds  above- 
mentioned,  aud  it  was  rejected.     The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Sir  C.  Pole  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  public  liar* 
bour  bill. 

.  Colonel  Wood  said,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  pri- 
yate  property  connected  with  this  bill,  if  it  was  to' extend 
to  all  the  navigable  rivers,  and  care  ought  to  be  taken  that 
no  injustice  should  be  done.  But  he  would  not  oppose  the 
bill  till  he  saw  what  could  be  made  of  it  in  a  committe.  la 
the  mean  time  be  asked,  whether  it  was  to  be  confined  to 
the- harbours  of  Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  and  Sheerness,  or 
to  extend  as  far  as  he  had  before  stated  ? 

Sir  C.  Pole  said,  that  it  certainly  was  not  to  be  confined 
to  the  King's  harbours  alone,  but  to  extend  also  to  all  har- 
bours for  commercial  purposes  ;  but  it  would  not  interfere 
in  the  least  with  private  property,  as  the  object  was  only 
to  keep  the  anchorage  at  what  it  was,  and  this  had  been 
judged  necessary  from  what  had  been  observed  of  the  em- 
bankments at  Catwater.  • 

Colonel  Verekcr  wished  that  his  honourable  friend  had 
not  only  proposed  to  prevent  nuisances  but  also  to  remove 
them.  He  hoped  he  would  introduce  a  clause  to  remove 
ihe  two  rocks  that  occasioned  so  much  inconvenience  at 
Limerick  harbour,  which  might  be  done  at  thq  expence  of 
2000/. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  ffuskisson  «a(M  that  this  cMld  only  he  den*  bjr  tf 
petition  totheHonsew 

Lord  Henry  Petty  was  well  convinced  rf  the  import^ 
mce  of  giving  facility  to  the  eotiiroeroe-of  «uch'  a  pert  as 
that  of  Limerick.  But  the  thing?  proposed  by  the  honour* 
able  coftmel  could  not  be  done  without  af  grant  o*  money 
in  the  committee  of  supply,  and  to  introduce  it  hew  wa* 
altogether  o  «t  of  the  question . 

Mr.  Foster  said  that  as  the  honourable  colonel  had  no* 
learned  what  was  the  most  proper  way  to  proceed  in  th» 
business,  lie  hoped  he  would  not  forget  it  the  next  ses- 
sion. The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  timey  amtordemt 
to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

^Thei'rish  post  roads  bill  was  committed.  Several  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  adopted.  Report  the  next 
day. 

Isord  Temple  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  h  bill  fo  regu- 
late the  business  of  pilots  navigating  the  British;  stas. 
The  necessity  of  such  a  bill,  be  said,  was  become  as  olM 
vjoys  as  its  utility  must  be  important  fb  the  commercial 
interests  of  these  countries,  inasmuch  as  thfe  losses  sus- 
tained every  year  both  of  property  and  lives,  in  coop** 
3iience  of  (he  business  of  pilotage  being  frequently  un- 
ertakeri  by  persons  unlicensed,  ignorant,  ana  unskilful^ 
loudly  called  for  some  such  regulations  as  he  intended  in 1 
the  bill.  He  did  not  mean  to  press  it  through  the  House 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  but  tnefely*  that  it 
should %be  read  thfe  first  and  secoud  time,  and  go' into  a 
committee,  for  such  amendments  as  should  ifftmefrtfrtdy- 
appear  necessary,  and  then  to  be  printed  for  the  infbraa* 
ticn  of  the  parties  interested,  in  order  to  such  further  sag* 
gestions  as  might  be  made,  and  to  bring  the  measure  for* 
ward  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  in  as  perfect  a  form 
as  possible. 

Mr*  Alderman  Prinsep  seconded  the  motion,  and  only 
regretted  the  absence  of  several  members  interested  in  com* 
mercial  concerns,  who  he  was  sure,  if  they  we*e  present* 
would  heartily  approve  the  measure,  and  cheerfully  join: 
with  him  in  returning  thanks  to  the  noble  Lord  for  bring* 
ing  it  forward.  It  was  not  merely  from  the  ignorance  or 
unskilfulness  of  such  pilots  that  the  extensive  losses  in  pro- 
perty and  life,  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord,  annually  oo' 
curred,  but  from  their  combinations,  their  obstinacy,  and 
their  desire  oi  extortion,  in  refusing  to  go  out  for  the  assist-; 
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once  of  vowels  in  rough  weather,  or  apparent  dangefj  until 
the j  had  made  the  most  exorbitant  stipulations  with  the 
rnercaotile  interests  in  the  different  ports,  -for  the  reward  of 
their  services,  by  which  means  their  assistance  was  often 
delayed  so  Ion?  as  to  come  too  late  for  the  salvation  of 
ship  or  crew.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  include 
some  measure  of  effectual  regulation . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and"  Lord  Temple  presented 
the  bill,  wjiich  was  read  the  first  time*  and  ordered  for  the 
second  reading  the  next  day. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  j  that  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  act  of  the  2.~>th  of  the  King,  re* 
s  peeling  tjie  salaries  and  fees  of  officers  and  clerks  in  the  dif* 
ferent  public  offices,  together  with  the  appendix  thereto,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  (he  members.    Ordered. 

LORD  NELSON'S  FAIltLY  ANNUITY  BILL. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  order  of  the  day*  for  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  on  the  bill  for 
granting  annuities  to  the  family  of  Lord  Nelson ;  and* 
upon  the  question  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair, 

Colonel  Wood  rose*  he  said*  with  considerable  reluc- 
tance, to  oppose  a  measure  so  congenial  to  the  sense  which 
the  country  entertained  of  the  eminent  services  of  that 
noble  Lord,  in  remuneration  of  which  these  annuities  were 
now  proposed.  But  participating,  as  he  did,  most  sincerely 
in  those  feelings,  he  could  not,,  consistently  with,  the  princi- 
ples he  entertained,  and  his  sense  of  duty  as  an  individual 
member  of  Parliament,  assent  to  so  large  an  appropriation 
of  the  public  money,  in  the  present  arduous  circumstances* 
When  he  considered,  that  8  or  400,000?.  had  been  recently 
added  to  the  public  burthens,  for  an  increa>e  of  pay  to  the 
army  and  navy*  and  that  every  ctass  of  society  was  loaded 
-with  imposts  to  support  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  ho 
could  not  consent  to  thejrrant  of  the  public  money  in  any 
way  not  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary:  a  r.rf  fifelingj 
ttshedid,  that  an  allowance  of  5000/.  a  year  had  already 
been  voted  to  the  representative  of  the  noble  Lord  who  suc- 
ceeded to  his  title,  he  thought  it  amply  sufficient,  without 
any  farther  allowance  to  his  relations.  liad  the  noble  Lord 
himself  been  living  to,  enjoy  the  public  remuneration  of 
his  splendid  services,  he  should  not  be  the  person  to  oppose 
a  grant  even  to  a  much  greater  extent :  but  as  the  grant 
.  Vol.  HI.  1805-6.  ^4P  r  now 
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now  proposal  was  not  for  the  noble  jLord,  nor  any  otitis 
lineal  descendants,  but,  for  his  relations,  certainly  very 
nearly  allied  to  him,  he  could  not  think  of  increasing  the 
grant  already  made,  until  at  least  some  considerable  reduc- 
tion was  made  in  the  public  debt  of  the  nation,  until  it  was 
brought  down  to'  200,000,000/.  from  the  500,000,000/.  at 
which  it  now  stood.  It  would  possibly  be  right  for  the 
House  to  have  in  view  what  Parliament  had  done  in  simi- 
lar circumstances  upon  a  former  occasion ;  and  the  most 
apposite  precedent  which  occurred  to  him  was  the  case  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
when  in  consequence  of  a  message  from  her  Majesty,  oa 
the  10th  of  June  1702,  recommending  to  the  House  a  pro- 
vision of  5000/.  a  year  for  that  nobleman,  that  provision 
was  made.  He  then  moved,  that  the  proceedings  oa  that 
occasion  be  now  read  from  the  Journals. 

[The  proceedings  on  the  10th  of  June  1702  were  accord- 
ingly read,  being  the  message  received  from  her  Majeaty* 
recommending  the  important  public  services  of  the  noble, 
Dtikcj  as  well  by  his  negociations,  as  by  his  splendid  ?io 
tories,  fo  the  liberality  of  Parliament ;  and  also  the  subse- 
quent proceedings  of  the  18tb  of  the  same  month,  in  which 
the  House  voted  an  address  in  compliance  with  her  Majes- 
ty's request.]  ' 

Colonel  Wood  was  ready  to  allow  that  the  services  of 
Lord  Nelson  to  his  country  were  as  splendid  and  import- 
ant as  those  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  that  5000/. 
a  year  at  that  day  was  a  much  greater  sum  in  eflect.tikan 
the' like  sum  at  this;  but  then  the  comparative  circum- 
stances of  the  country  in  both  periods  were  also  totally 
different.  In  the  former,  we  owed  scarcely  any  national 
debt ;  now  we  had  one  of  500,000,000/.  awl  until  all  thai 
Can  be  reduced,  considering  all  the  other  circumstances  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  was  not  Lord  Nelson  who  was  to 
enjoy  the  reward  of  his  services,  he  thought  dOOM,  a  year 
amply  sufficient ;  and  when  the  reduction  he  mentioned 
should  have  taken  place,  he  would  have  no  objectwa  to 
vole  a  much  larger  grant. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  honourable  gentl&nn1** 
object  could  only  be  properly  attained  in  the  cotnnuttee. 
He  then  left  the  chair. 

Upon  the  House  resolving  into  the  committee, 

3fr.  Ifose  in  reply  to  the  statements  of  the.honoaiahlc- 
colonel  (Wood)  ot>scrved?  that  the  grant. now  proposed, 
1  '*"  bore 
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bore  no  proportion  to  the  allowances  inside  to  the  Du%e  oft 
Marlborongii.     For,  independently  of  the  5000/-  a  year^ 
settlefl.upM  that HliistfiofcS: person,  no  less  than  seven  na- . 
noes  Her*-  granted  to  him  by  the  Crown.     The  piilace  of/ 
Blenheim  was  also  built  for  him  at  the  public  essence.  \ 
Queen  Anne  had  this'buikUng  commenced,  but. .the  torjr* 
sakntBtstrntion,  towards  the  close  of  her  reign,  thought  ppqw; 
per*  most  unworthily,  to  prevent  its  proceeding.     Upoui 
the  accession,  however,  'of  George  .the  First,  42,GtK)fr* 
which  were  found  remaining  due  to  the-  workmen  earn 
ployed  during  the  formef  reign,  were  paid,  pursuant  to>* 
an  act  of  Parliament,  and,  the  building  was  proceeded 
upon  to  its  completion.    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
added,  tlibt  he  understood'  from  the  executors  of  Sarah,  * 
Uucliettt  of  Marlborough,-  thai  j&o  less  than  300,000/.  were 
laid  out  from  the  public  parse,  for  the  buildings  at  Blehi-  * 
heim.     Bufe  was  the  honourable  colonel,  when  he  made  the 
comparison:  «dUidod  .to,  afw&re  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
possessed  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  at  the  time  iho  I 
pension  *  was  granted  hwu  ?    His'  Grace  then  had  froip  the 
salaiids!  and  -perquisites  of  various  offices,   no  less  than 
40,WW<  a  year.     Could  it  then  be  pretended,  that  there 
wa»  any  parallel  between  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  that  of  Lord  Nelson  ?   the  one  had  an  im- 
jntuse  fortune  which  devolved  upon  his  family;  while,  un*  .' 
fartuiuitely,  the  Other  was  in  very  different  circumstances.  . 
The  splendid  services  of  Lord  Nelson  were  nut  productive 
to  him  in  pecuniary  profits — No;  for  prize-money  his  re-  . 
ceipts  were  insignificant.     His  proportion  of  prize-money 
cwn  at  the  splendid  battle  of  the  Nile,  Mas  not  more  than  " 
30S0K  and  this.,  from  particular  circumstances,  was  less 
than  the  sum  which  fell  to  the  lot  -of  many  of  his  captains, 
Indeed  the  fortune  of  this  distinguished  hero  was  much 
less  than  could  at  all  be  supposed  by  any  one  unacquaint~  ' 
ed  with  the  foct.     For  lie  could  say,  and  it  was  now  no 
breach  of  eonfidence  to  state  it — that  in  the  course  of  some 
communication  which  he  had  with  Lord  Nelson  the  Yery 
day  before  he  last  sailed  from  Kngland,  the  noble  Lord  told  ♦ 
liim  that  all  the  property  he  had  in  the  world  did  not  ex-  . 
cced  at  the  utmost  15,000/.  and  that   his  debt*  nearly  « 
amounted  to  that  sum*     When  one  then  considered  the 
nature  of  the  noble  Lord's  services  to  this  country,  which, 
without  meaning  to  depreciate  ihe  merit  of  any  officer,  lie  ' 
feud  no  hesitation  in  saying  were  far  greater  than  those  j\°  * 


~  arty  other  office  the  country  Had  ever  khown ,-  great  ewerf  as 
tli©  serried  of* he  Duke  rif  Mari&oroagh  wece^  having  that 

.    jmprcssion  upon  bis  mind,  ajr  impression  indeed  wteeh 

■  tw*,  a*  it  plight  to  be,  uiiiversally  prevalent^  the  right  ho- 

nourable  gentleman  Mas  surprised  at  the«yppositid*  made 

1  to  a  meafemte<wbich  proposed  to  grant  merely  sufficient  to 
ttffjpoit  the  rank)  dignity,  and  name,  of  this  Wastrious 

'   man*    The  •  right k  honourable  gentleman  repeated,  'thai  if 

-  the'fcomimttee  tvould  compare  thef  sxims  allowed  to  the 
Date  of  Marlborough  with  that  under  consideration*  be 

*  Sims  #ttfc  that  all  objections  must  disappear; 

f'jtf r i  Ftancis  repeated  his  objection  to -his  proposition, 
and  maintained  that  there  was  ITus  material  difference  be- 
tween the' case  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  andthe  prer 
1  tent)  namely,  that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  Wasalivc,  and 
had 'Children  to  inherit  the  public  grant  j  while  in  this 
case,  the  proposition  was  to  grant  1$&,000/.  of -the  pub- 
lic money  to  the  collateral  branches  of  the  noble  Lad's 

{amity.  '*  "  '  . 

Cnioncl  Wood  and  Mr.  Rose  mutually  explained. 

Mr.  Hitey  Addington  thought  it  uiinecessaryto^ay 
any  thing  as  to  the  merits  of  Lord  Nelson,  whose  cfcarac- 

•  ter  it  would  be  as  difficult  to  exalt  by  panegyric  as  to/ de- 
preciate by  calumny.     But,  with  respect  to  the  meamtte 
fceforcthe  committee,  he  observed,  that  it  conveyed  a-  pro- 
portion of  reward  for  services  of  an  unparalleled  natureyfor ' 
6hbrt  indeed  of  that  wttich  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of 

'   Marlborough. 

Mr.  Wither  force  remarked  that  if  5,000/,  a  year  wasj  in 
the  days  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  deemed  necessary  to 
support  the  dignity  of  a  Duke,  that  sum  now,  from -the 
Comparative  value  of  money,  was  scarcely  adequate  te  up- 
hold the  rank  of  an  Earl.  But  be  viewed  this  grant,  ah  • 
tether,  not  so  much  as  a  provision  for  the  family  of  l^ord 
Nelson,  as  a  pledge  of  national  liberality,  held  out  to* our 
navy  to  encourage  an  imitation  of  that  hero's  example* 

hotf,  Ilcnry~Pelty  conceived  that  if  any  reference  ttcre 
Ifcid  to  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  -in  pidcr  taap- 
'  ply  that  case  to  the  measure  before  the  committee,  such 
application  could  only  serve  to  suggest  a  considerable  aug- 
mentation of  the  proposed  grant.  The  expence  of  build- 
ing Blenheim  alone,  it  appeared,  exceeded  the  amount  of 
the  provision  contained  in  this  bill.  But  independantly  of 
this  fj*jfppea  and  the  other  sums  alluded  to  by  the  rfcht 

-  honourable 
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hmwxmrWe  pwitfeman  dn  th«  other  sidefMr.  Kow^  tewai 
to  be  redoliectrd  that  Ufeftftiily  of  theDnke  of  Martbo. 
rough  «tiU*ajbyed<a  revenue ;of  6000/.  from  the  Fo*U>fiicey 
whtGh  wis  originally  gtuutod  in  consideraikw  4f  thetervp 
ces  of  that  distinguished  officer;  Of  thp  sum  whioh  4hte 
Wll'  proposed  to  allow,  *  the  •  noble*  Lord  observed  <*h*% 
£0,000/.  were  to  be  divided  between  the  twosistereof.&wl 
Nelson,  wheweroj  he  wasr 'sorry  to;  say,  rather  in  limited 
circuntetanees,'  but  who  were  the  peculiar  objects  of  >  that 
koto's  care  and  affection,  $nd  both  of  tvboitt  be  bequeathed 
to  his  country  for  that  provision  Which  it  wns-iioiiiK-hia 
own  power  to  leave  thein.  Coald  that  country,  then,*' 
which-  he  so  highlyserved,  hesitate  to  ratcolc  his  wisbe&fr 
f»  cry  of  hear!  /tear!)  After- the  deduction  of  Ihe 
2O,00W.  it  was  intended  to  apply  the  remainder  <tf  (he  sms 
mentioned  in  the  bill  to  erect  a  splendid  monument,  which 
should  transmit  to  posterity  the  fume  of  Nelson?,  and-  thcr 
services  which  he  rendered  to»his  country.  <•  With  regard 
to  the  allusions  which  had  been  made  to  economy^he' 
thought  them  inapplicable  in  this  instances-economy^  ge> 
*  rurally  speaking,  should  rfieet  with  his  warrriest  support ; 
-but  the  economy  of  reward  for-  great  public  service*,;  he 
should  ever  deprecate,  particularly  at  a  period  like  the 
present,  when  it  was  'necessary  to  keep  up  the  tone  of  the 
public  force  to  a  level  with  the  dangers  or  the  country  *;  to 
-excifo  men  to  emulate  by  the  influence  of  this  examples 
An'to  th&  remarks  of  the  honovMible  gentleman  (Mr.  Fran- 
ces) upon  the  propriety  of  granting  the  proposed  sum  to 
the  collateral  bmnchesof Lord  Nelson'*?  family,  bethought* 
the  argument  had  not  the  weight  that  honourable  gentle* 
man  attached  to  it.  For  those  objects  being  the  objects  of' 
the  noble  Lord's  solicitude,  belonging  to  his  family  and 
bearing  his  name,  were,  from  all  those  motives  which  sug- 
gest a  reward  of  this  nature,  fully  entitled  to  the  consider* 
ation  of  Parliament.,  There  was,  perhaps,  no  desire  that 
operated  more  powerfully  upon  the  minds  of  many  men* 
than  the  desire  of  founding  a  family ;  and  perhaps  there 
was  no  class  of  men  among  whom  this  det>yre  formed  a 
greater<stimulant  to  action,  or  a  higher  object  of  ambition, 
than  those  who  composed  the  officers  of  the  navy.  For 
what-  dangers  did  they  encounter,  what  privation* -did 
they  submit  to^  in  order  to  communicate  to  oth+ft  thjose 
jutaiis,  those  comforts  and  en jcyrments,  which  thejr  have 


«*i  opportunity  of  enjoying  ,the*»«d vet i  This^fcettug, 
tthich  Jormed  such  4  promiaent  feature  £■  Hie  cha»ct*t  «€ 
a,  seaman^  it  was  the  duty  and  interest- of  Parliament  to 
cherish  and  encourage — and  wW  could  serve,  as^  greater 
encouragement  to  it  than  the.  ejmjnple  which  this  bill  p»- 
pmd*  *£  l^ord  Nelson's  mertts  laying  the fofcadulion  of  ar 
JtHUnguished  family'  ? 

:•  New,  clauses  were  introduced,  to  vest  the  money  in  trus* 
fees  for  the  purchase  of  an*  estate,  and  that  aach  money  < 
should i bear  interest  until  such,  purchase wa&  made;  also 
to,  enable  Lord  Nelson  to  charge  such  money  or  estate  for* 
^.daughters ;  also  jto  empower  the  trustees  ae  lay  out  the 
jttonfey.iuexchoquer  bdteorotbergoyertimea*  securities.  • 

.  The  House  resumed^  andlhe  report^vas  ordered  to  be 
mieivffl  Ibenextday.  <  • 

'.  JLted  Temple  brought  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pilots  and, 
pilotage  of  vessels  navigating  the  British  seas.    Read  a 
fat*  and  ordered  to  be  read  a.  seebnd  lime  the-  next  day ► 
«<  Tjw  oak  bark  bill  was  vead  a  seeond  timeuand  committed 
fer  the  next  day*  *     .    , 

,  The  royal  family  anriuity  bill  went  through  a,  commit- 
tee, and  the  report  was^ordered  to  be  brought  up  theinoxt* 
oay«  ■ 

'i  Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Sir.  A.  Wcllesley,  that  an  ac* 
cduut  should  be  laid  before  thci  House-  of  the  ex  pence  of 
printing  all  papers*  with  respect  to  India,  excepting  those  i 
which  related  ti  the  budget,  distinguishing  the  time  the 
sevecal  orders,  wepre  made,  and  the  nature  of  each  order* 
exclusive  of  those  presented  to  the  House  that  day, 

INDIA  BUDGET. 

The  House  resolved  into  a  committee  upon  the  India 
budget,  and  the  debate  respecting  it  was  resumed. 
<  Mr*  C.  Grant  went  into  a  long  and  minute  detail  on  the 
state  of  the  East  India  company;  he  contrasted  the  re- 
ceipt and  expenditure  of  the  company,  and  observed, 
that  from  the  deficiency  of  500,000/.  of  the  last  year,  a: 
very  considerable  sum  was  to  be  deducted  for  political  and 
military  services.  He  concluded  by  drawing  a  very  flat* 
tering  picture  of  the  company  *s  resources,  and  that  the  ba* 
knee,  taking  all  its  stock  of 'every  description,  was  much 
superior  to  every  demand  on  the  company. 

After  a  few  observations  £roua  Mr-  ixaaciey  with  respect  : 
M>  Sir  George  Barlow, 
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Jlfr.  Alderman  Prinsep  tos©  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gnmf,  arid 
cteerved,  that  he  knew  not  bow  for  the  speech  and  stfcte* 
ments  of  the  honourable  ex-chairman  of  the  India  Compafi t 
hod  tended  to  dispel  the  gldomv  apprehension*  wnifcn 
must  have  arisen  from  the  result  or  the  candid  and  petrol 
euous  detail  of  the  noble  lord  (Morpeth)  on  a  former  nighty 
He  knew  not  how  far  he  might  venture'  to  calculate  upon 
the  impression  he  should  endeavour  to  make  on  the  com- 
mittee, by  the  totally  different  view  he  should  take  of  tti6 
magnitude  and  the  causes  of  the  company's  present  distress!. 
But  he  felt  it  bis  duty  first  to  apprize  the  committee  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  responsibility  iraposfcd  upon  the 
House  and  the  country,  by  theact  of  the  33d  of  his  present 
Majesty.  No  man  after  reading  that  act  could  entertain 
any  other  idea  than  that  of  direct  partnership.  By  the 
111th  clause  of  that  act,  disposing  of  the  profits  of  the  com* 
pany,  it  appeared — "  that  during  the  continuance  of  thfe 
exclusive  trade,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  company's  sales  of 
goods  at  home,  with  the  duties  and  allowances  arising  from 
the  private  trade,  and  all  other  profits  of  the  said  company 
in  Great  Britain,  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of  (after 
other  .preferences)  in  the  payment  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
500,000/.  per  year,  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's  exche- 
quer, to  be  applied  a§  Parliament  shall  direct." 

Here,  after  quoting  these  words  of  the  act,  tiie  honourable 
member  proceeded  to  observe,  that  however  equal  this  pa**^ 
fiership  might  be  in  responsibility,  the  profits  had  been  by 
no  means  equally  divided :  whilst  the  proprietors  had  been 
receiving  I0|  percent,  per  annum  on  their  nominal  capital, 
the  country  had  been  disappointed  of  every  half-yearly 
payment,  but  two,  of  its  stipulated  proportion;  and  at 
the  same  time  an  enormous  debt  had  been  accumulating. by 
the  company,  and  an  enorfnous  expence  constantly  incur- 
red by  the  state,  in  the  protection*  of  their  commerce  and 
dominions. 

It  had  been  admitted  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  that  a  responsibility  for  the  India  company  of 
seventeen  millions  hung  over  England,  at*a  time  the  most 
critical  in  her  own  financial  affairs — a  demand  infinitely 
beyond  the  company's  faculty  of  answering  ;  the  Houses 
and  the  country  tvould  therefore  soon  be  called  upon  t<* 
make  it  good.  A  fresh  and  minute  investigation  was  there* 
fore  now  become  necessary,and  this  at  ^  time  when  the  cq- 
1rernme::t  ought  to  be  wholly  occupied  in  its  olvn  more  im- 
mediate defence  and  support.     The  noble  lord,  it  wan  true, 

had 


684  '  TUB  fAftLIAMEaTAET  ftttfSTBR;  [cOMJ 

had  declared  H  to  be  the  duty  and  intention  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  India  affairs,  to  call  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  thia  subject  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  honourable  member  conceived  he  was  doing 
his  duty  to  his  country,  however  irksome  and  ungracious 
the  task  might  prove,  to  dissect  this  cumbrous  and  anoma- 
lous mixture  of  imperial  commerce  and  commercial  domi- 
nion ;  to  separate  the  capital  actually  absorbed  by  this 
commerce,  from  the  mass  of  debts,  payments,  and  assets, 
comprehended  in  the  budget-statements  annually  laid  be* 
fore  the  House.  For,  if  it  should  aopear  that  any  thing1 
like  his  estimate  of  its  amount  was  drawn  from  a  capital 
wholly  borrowed  at  interest,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  reject  Ihe  conclusion  he  had  so  frequently  pressed  npon 
the  House,  that  the  trade  had  been  a  losing  one  to  an  im- 
mense amount,  and  was  the  principal  cause  of  creating  the 
India  debt ;  and  this  fact  would  do  away  all  the  arguments 
of  the  honourable  ex-chairman,  which  he  had  again  ad- 
duced from  an  irrelevant  statement  of  the  interchange  of 
property  between  India  and  Europe.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  prove  by  it,  taking  three  dif- 
ferent views  of  the  subject,  that  the  company's  trade  was 
not  indebted  to  the  territories,  or  to  the  India  debt.  He 
should,  however,  now  beg  leave  to  distinguish  what  they 
had  always  studiously  endeavoured  to  confound  :  to  se- 
parate the  trading  capital  from  the  resources  of  dominion; 
and,  as  far  as  the  documents  before  the  House  would  allow 
him,  the  capital  required  by  the  India  trade,  from  that  of 
China.  He  then  proceeded  to  read  an  extract  from  the 
budgets  of  1804  and  1805,  reciting,  as  he  proceeded,  the 
points  of  reference.  The  advances  for  trade  in  the  three 
presidencies,  and  Fort  Marlborough,  in  1802-3,  were,  heob- 
served,  upwards  of  two  millions  :  while  these  cargoes  were 
coming  home,  others  were  collecting  at  the  presidencies, 
which  employed  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  more. 

Cash  balances  abroad  on  the  30th  of  April  1804^  were 
nearly  600,000/.  so  that  the  India  imports  employed  an 
active  capital  of  live  millions.  At  this  period  tlicrewcre 
jat  home  goods  sold  and  not  paid  for,  1 ,  150,000/. 

Goods  in  England  unsold  (partly  China  and  partly 
India  produce)  (>,4 10,000/.  of  which  he  should  charge 
the  India  trade  with  one-half.     This  made  India  com* 
Wircc  amount  to  nine  millions.    With  regard  to  the  ex- 
ports, 
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ports,  the  pnountof  the  cargoes $^,EjiglTn£jiai  arrived  > 
at  their  destination  at  the  date  of  the  xpiicks-tock  accounts 
was  .      -    *  -     .  -  .-,  -     t       '-   '.£.  3.SS0,00fo ' 

Exports  paid  lor  cxctusivc  of  bullion        -  1/200,000 

-Silver  exported  and  remaining        -  -  820,000* 

Impress  and  war  allowances  on  ships  out        -        4AJn.<V'flJ ' 

which  gave  according  to  stock  by  compu-  1    „  h  (HO  000 
.    tation  in  the  whole      *      -        .    -         )"*',' 
lialf  of  which  belonged  to  India,  so  that  the  whole  India, 
concern  absorbed  twelve  millions. 

T&c  Chinacargoeshomcward*bound,  he  should  estimate 
at  tlwree  millions ;  those  providing  abroad,  were  no  where 
stated;  but  pn  an  estimate  of  180#  and  1804,  he  should 
assume  three  millions,  making,  together,  six  millions.  If 
to  this  lie  added  the  moiety  above  of  three  millions,  de- 
ducted from  the  India  account,  the  China  capital  would  be 
nine  millions  ;  and  the  whole  would  form  a  mass  of  (wen* 
ty-one  millions  sterling  of  active  capital,  absolutely  em* 
ployed  in  the  joint  commerce  of  India  and  China. 

1'he  honourable  ex-chairman  had  next  stated,  as  part  of 
the  dormant  capital,  the  value  of  East  India  House,  ware- 
houses, &c.  -  -  -  *£.  992,000, 
Dead  stock  purchased  one  hundred  years  } 

since,  and  still  remaining  in  the  Compa-  >  400,000 

pauy's  accounts  j 

The  total  of  ihcse  items,  which,  however,  were  not  by 
any  means  all  that  might  be  charged  to  (he  trade,  the  com- 
mittee would  perceive,  was  upwards  of  twenty-two  mil-, 
lions*  He  was  aware  that  probably  some  of  the  items 
might  be  subject  to  dispute  ;  he  would,  nevertheless,  take 
what  had  been  acknowledged  ;  and  he  rather  thought  by 
the  noble  Lord  near  him  (Lord  Castlcreagh,)  that  the 
commerce  of  the  East  India  Company  required  four  #u 
pit  a  Is,  or  about  twenty-four  millions  sterling. 

Although  India  goods  were  paid  for  before  mauufnc*. 
turctj,  he  believed  many  of  the  English  goods  exported 
were  bought  upon  credit  ;  and  the  bills  drawn  fram  India 
and  CJhina,'  the  latter  particularly,  supplied  this  capital 
to  an very  considerable  extent;  but  these  deductions  no* 
thing  Invalidated  his  assertion,  that  the  trade  was  carried 
on  *ith  a  borrowed  capital  :  for,  where  could  it  be  shewn, , 
that  twenty-four,  twenty-two,  or  even  ten  millions  of. real 3 
/undo  of  the  Company,  were,  or  hud  bocn  exist  iug  for  many 
y«';»r$  bac;k »:     The  trade  wi\s  carried  on  with  bofn-WQduuH . 

Yo&f  JJJ<  ISjCj-b,        .        4  Q  .  :.      .  Wr. 
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ncy,  and  the  interest  upon  the  loan  made  it  a  ruinous 
trade,  and  had  occasioned'  most  of  (he  existing  erabar* 
rassment.  The  honourable  member  'then  proceeded  to 
complain  of  the  very  small  portion  of  the  manufactures 
of  this  country  which  (his  immense  capital  enabled  the 
Company  to  export  to  India,  and  the  inconsiderable  Bri- 
tish tonnage  employed  in  this  trade;  the  number  of 
tons  he  stated  to  be  not  more  than  twenty  thousand 
out,  and  the  same  home ;  and  the  merchandize  for 
the  last  eleven  years,  by  referring  to'  the  papers  on 
the  table,  five  millions,  or,  on  an  average,  below  500,000/, 
per  annum.  Was  this  small  and  contemptible  proportion 
of  the  national  exports  its  natural  share  of  the  trade  to 
British  India; — to  acquire  and  defend  which,  the  mother 
country  had  made  such  sacrifices,  and  was  in  danger  of 
being  soon  called  on  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  17  millions 
more  ?  Was  this  a  consideration  sufficient  to  justify  the 
exclusion  of  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  from  a  ftee 
intercourse  with  the  immense  and  populous  regions  within 
the  limits  of  the  Company's  charter,  extending  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Cape  Horn,  while  neutral  flags 
could  range  at  large  throughout  the  Pacific  and  Indian 
oceans,  and  derive  encouragement  and  support  to  their 
rising  and  rival  commerce  and  navigation  from  frea 
and  unlimited  access  to  every  one  of  the  Company's  estab- 
lishments, whither  they  carried  and  sold  unmolested,  not 
only  the  produce  of  their  own,  but  the  manufactures  of  this 
Country,  and  brought  away  in  return  the  productions  of 
India  to  meet  us  in  every  market  of  Europe  and  America  ? 
Not  that  he  disapproved  of  their  admission  into  the  ports 
of  India  ;  the  silver  they  carried  had  afforded  considerable 
relief  to  the  circulation  :  all  he  had  ever  claimed,  was  aright 
\n  British  subjects  to  a  fair  competition  with  foreigners,  ii* 
that  part  of  the  trade  which  the  Company  had  neither  fa* 
culty  nor  inclination  to  carry  on. 

It  next  became  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  fact  he  had 
asserted  on  the  former  night,  with  regard  to  the  means 
which  the  company  possessed  of  carrying  on  this  limited 
commerce  from  funds  of  their  own :  a  commerce  which 
must  from  its  very  nature  be  ruinous,  from  the  expensive 
manner  in  which  the  merchandize  was  conveyed,  in  ships 
larger  than  necessary,  expensively  fitted  up,  and  construct* 
ed  on  principles  which  diminished  their  capacity  for  stow- 
age of  merchandize,  on  the  plea  of  enabling  them  the  bet- 
ter to  act  as  ships  of  war.    Four-and*twenty-  millions  he 

assumed 
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assumed  as  the  capital  required  to  carry  on  thiscommerce :" 
this  capital  he  looked  for  in  vain  in  the  account  of  stock:  by 
computation  j  where*  instead  of  finding  any  capital,  ho  re- 
peated with  regret,  the  balance,  if  taken  fairly,  was  coaai-. 
deroMy  against  the  company.  In  this  account,  excluding 
tbe  Company's  capital,  a  balance  was  as-  > 

sumtdof    -  *  •*  -    jff,  6,181,967. 

TheCompany's  capital  actually  cost         -  7,780,000 

.  So  -that  the  balance         -        --  -     1,598,733 

was  the  amount  which,  upon  their  own  statement,  the 
Company  were  minus. 

.  The   honourable  ex-chairman   had    argued  at   con* 
siderable  length  against  this  mode  of  stating  the  account*, 
and  wished  to  compare  the  joint  stock  of  a  great  public 
and  chartered  company  with  the  capital  of  a  private 
partnership  or  individual  trader :  but  was  there  any  ana- 
logy between  them  ?    Tbe  one  was  a  public  and  joint  - 
stock,    in  which   the.  subjects   at   large   held  transfer-, 
able  shares,  always  at  market,  and  fluctuating  in  value 
according  to  the  price  of  money,   and  the   estimation 
or  credit  of  tbe  company.  In  the  instance  before  the  com- 
mittee, this  company  enjoyed  privileges  guaranteed  by  . 
Parliament ;  and  possessed  territories  producing  a  princely 
revenue.     Their  stock,  therefore,  partook  of  the  nature  of 
tbe  public  securities  of  this  country,  pledged  for  the  11a* 
tional  debt ;  and  was  as  much  a  public. claim,  as  the  India 
debt,  or  the  bond  debt  of  upwards/of  two  millions  at  home  1  , 
it  came  by  no  means  under  the  description  of  the  capital  of 
tradesmen,  which  must  always  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  debts  before  they  could  be  deemed  insolvent,  and  is' 
therefore  properly  excluded  when  a  statement  of  their  af- 
fairs is  laid  before  their  creditors.     In  this  view  of  the  sub* 
ject,  he  would  therefore  ask,  where-  he  tfas  to  find  the 
twenty-four  millions  required  for  trade  ?  where  else,  but  in 
the  general  assets  of  the  stock  account,  in  which  a  debt  of 
thirty  millions,  mostly  at  India  interest,  made  so  prominent 
a  figure*    The  interest  ef  that  debt  was  a  charge  upon  the, 
whole  concern  of  revenue  and  commerce;  and  to  exclude  a 
proportion  of  that  interest  from  the  charges  on  the  trade, 
wq*t  he  contended,  contrary  to  the  common  sense  and  rea- 
son of  mankind,  whilst  the  admission  of  it  totally  abolished 
aU  the  pcofit  so  vauutingly  assumed  upon  the  commerce 
aft  large. 

\  tlem  he  would  ask  the  honourable  ex-deputy  ohairrtian 
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behind  him(Mr.  G.  Stnitb)who  was,  besides,  a  banker  of  the 
first  eminence,  his  candid  opiiifem  of  the  stock  by  compu- 
tation, taken  without  the  capital,  according  to  tfcehonour- 
able  ex-chairman's  statement,  as  the  balance  sheet  of  pri- 
vate traders,  amd  which  might  therefore  be  considered  -as  a& 
exposition  of  the  affairs  of  one  of  bis  customers  in-emhar- 
fassod  circumstances,  and  callingon  the  banker  oft  heir  firm 
for  assistance.  ft  was  only  considering*  millions  as  thousands, 
and  the  analogy  v.ouhl  be  complete.  Before  the  honour- 
able banker  advanced  any  considerable  svm,  streh  astern* 
teen  millions,  ho  meant  seventeen  thousands,  he  was  per- 
fectly sure  the  honourable  banker  would  sit  down  and 
minutely  scrntirttecthe  items  on  the  credit  side  of  this  ac- 
count. All  the  debts  he  would  know  must  be  answered, 
am!  probably  to  an  amount  beyond  the  statement,  but  he 
vtould  naturally  enquire  what  was  the  nature  of  the  assets  to 
artawer  tlteui.  Here  the  honourable  member  discas;»ed  seve- 
ral of  the  items  of  the  stock«accbun%  up  to  March  1805. 
The  first  was  a  sum  of      -  -  J, 207,560/. 

alleged  to  be  due  from  government  to  the  company.  This 
lie  contended  was  not  the  case  r  it  was  a  part  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  consisting  of  consols,  and  standing  in  the  name 
of  the  company,  for  which  they  had  taken  credit  at  par, 
valaing  them  at  sixty  :  this  item  was  overcharged  in  the 
saw  of       -  -  -  -  488,024/. 

Another  debt  of  government,  for  stores  and  supplies,  which 
stood  at  4,460,192/.  had  been,  by  a  special  commission, 
curtailed  in  the  sum  of     -  -  -        2,089,392/. 

Another  item  which  must  come  against  the  general  assets, 
was  a  charge  upon  the  Carnatic  estate  of  5,630,838/.  under 
investigation,  it  was  true,  but  substantiated  abroad,  under 
the  register  of  the  late  nabob's  creditors,  and,  as  he  believ- 
ed, still  running  at  interest. 

To  avoid  mifch  cavil  on  this  item,  lie  would  strike  off 
whatever  should  appear  reasonable  to  any  member  of  the 
committee;  he  would  therefore  call  it  only  4,000,000/. 
Here  he  must  thank  the  noble  lord  (Morpeth)  for  his  can- 
dour in  producing  n  prospective  estimate  of  the  revenues 
rthd  charges  in  India  for  180.5  and  1806,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  debts  abroad  on  the  Ut  of  March  last, 
would  be  increased  in  the  sum  of  2,655,957/.  (and  this 
without  any  provisu  J  tor  investment). 

The  next  article  w*  it  was  true,  a  matter  of  estimate 
and  opinion ;  it  rc^irded  thQ  actual  value  of  an  item  which 
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appeared  in  the  quick-stock  abroad,  under  the  "tide  of 
debts  outstanding  ;  andincluded/advances  for  investtaentj 
arrears  of  revenue,  loans  to  Rajahs  and  Zemindars  (the 
Guicuwah  Rajah  among  the  rest)  j  to  no  less  an  amount  than 
9,168,034/. ;  but  would  any  man  of  business  in  the  House/ 
either  financial  or  commercial,  deny  the  honourable  bank-* 
er's  claim  to  a  considerable  allowance  for  bad  debts  under 
tiiis  article  ? 

•  Would  tvo  millions  be  too  much  to  deduct  from  this 
item  ?  (he  here  recapitulated  the  deductions)  <£2,000,000 

..  -483,034 

2/«0,399 
<»,G0OyO00 

8,65®,057 
-The  total  therefore  to  be  deducted  — 


'»'  ■    » 


amounted  to  the  sum  of  -  ,£11,228,373 

Which,  when  set  against  the  balance  in  fan        * 
vour  on  the  account  before  him,        -        -       0,181,367 


-r- 


Left  a  balance  against  of  -  'j£5,647,106 


*•*-»- 


There  was  indeed,  as  the  last  speaker  had  stated,  a  me- 
morandum at  the  foot  of  the  stock  account,  by  which  a 
sum  of  no  less  than  9,994,308/.  was  stated  as  the  cost  of 
bnildings  and  fortifications,  of  plate,  furniture,  vessels, 
and  plantations,  since  the  year  1703  ;  which  the  honour- 
able ex-chairman  had  considered  as  an  available  asset  against 
the  alleged  deficiency  :  -he  was  very  much  surprised  in- 
deed to  find  this  item  adduced  in  the  manner  it  had  been ; 
were  it  even  valid,  this  sum,  though  nearly  ten  millions, 
would  not  square  the  account,  when  the  company's  capi- 
tal, and  the  deficiency  he  had  just  proved,  should  be  set 
against  it.  But  really  a  single  glance  at  the  title  of  this  ac- 
count would  remove  every  idea  of  considering  it  as  a  claim 
upon  government,  when  the  lease  of  the  territory  should 
expire.  One  column,  amounting  to  nearly  two  millions; 
consisted  of  household  furniture,  farming-stock,  and  plea- 
sore-boats,  plate,  and  table-linen,  of  which  articles  the  wear 
of  a  hundred  years  had  not  much  increased  the  value. 
Of  what  nature  were  the  buildings  ?  Some  of  them  forts, 
upon  the  great  rivers,  dismantled,  or  swept  away  by  (he 
change  of  current;  others  either  levelled  with  the  ground 
and  rebuilt,  or  repaired  at  an  enormous  expence?  othej* 
o/tfye  buildings  had  given  place  to  the  new,  and  if  they 
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pleased,  splendid  pahme^  lately  erected  for  the  accomm?** 
cbbtion  of  the  governor-general ;  an  ezpence  which,  hew» 
ever  it  bad  been  reprobated >  the  honourable  member  thought 
highly  necessary  and  becoming1.  Would  such  items  as 
these  be  admitted  in  a  final  adjustment  between  the  coinp»* 
»y  and  the  state ;  that  state  which  had  expended  so  manyt 
wMions  in  effecting  the  acquisition  of  the  territories,  and 
protecting  by  its  marine  these  commercial  dominions? 
Was  k  nothing  that  the  country  was  now  actually  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  25  of  its  own  regiments ;  thai 
two  squadrons  were  maintained  in  the  Indian  seas ;  thai 
Gey  Ion  office,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  twice,  had  been 
Conquered)  and  retained,  at  an  enormous  ezpence ;  that  a 
sum  of  three  millions  and  a  half  had  been  paid  to  the  com-' 
pany  on  this  account  sinde  1804*  and  n  further  sum  of  twp 
millions  was  now  under  liquidation  ?  If  there  must  exist 
an  itnperium  in  impcrioy  while  it  existed,  the  subordinate 
empire  ought  at  least  to  bear  its  own  cxpences,  of  which 
these  ought  to  form  a  part.  The  hon.  member  therefore  to- 
tally sejected  this  item  of  ten  millions.  Would  an  exposi* 
torn,  such  as  this  now  appeared,  if  made  by  an  individual, 
induce  any  banker  to  enable  him  to  continue  the  concern  f 
The  honourable  member  for  his  part  declared  that  he  could 
tiot  see  how  it  was  possible  to  continue  this  system,  cum- 
brous and  unprofitable  as  it  was.  Time  would  perhaps 
shew  what  was  to  be  done ;  or  he  might  learn  from  the 
noble  lord  who  had  lately-presided  at  the  India  board,  how 
the  company  were  to  goon  without  having  recourse,  as  on 
former  occasions,  to  the  aid  of  Parliament ;  to  its  partner 
in  this  concern.  For  himself  he  could  see  no-  other  justi- 
fiable mode  of  affording  that  relief,  than  a  previous  exami* 
nation  into  their  affairs,  and  a  resolution,  to  separate  there* 
venues  from  the  trade.  As  to  the  hope  expressed  by  the 
honourable  ex-chairman,  that  their  affairs  would  recover 
during  a  long  period  of  peace  in  India;  it  was  with  regret 
he  stated,  that  the  best-informed  men  on  the  spot  were  by 
no  means  sanguine  in  this  particular,  neither  would  the 
peace  continue,  nor  could  the  savuigs  be  made.*  By  an 
honourable  general's  calculation  of  the  immediate  savings 
on  a  peace  establishment,  740,000/.  were  expected  to  be 
Saved  in  the  first  year;  but  would  that  keep  down  even 
the  interest  of  their  enormousdebt  ?  would  it  afford  any  re* 
Jpurcc  for  investment  ?  might  not  that  balance  be  absorbed 
\  by 
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by  unforeseen  contingencies,  or  arrested  to  pay  off  urw . 
stated  claims  in   the   -winding-up  of  the  last  mar  sot 
counts  ? 

The  noble  lord  bijd  the  committee  must  see,  by  this  state*  > 
ment  of  facts,  deduced  from  documents  on  the  table,  and 
authenticated  by  the  company  themselves,  how  utterly  in** 
possible  it  was  any  longer  to  support  this  anomalous  mtst 
tore  of  trade  and  dominion,  unprecedented,  except  in*  a* 
solitary  and  calamitous  instance,  that  of  the  Dutch  East, 
India  company,  whose  fate  he  need  not  call  to  their  recolt 
lection. - 

The  honourable  member  observed,  that  he  was  utterly  at* 
a  loss  to  suggest  any  remedy  to  the  distress  already  existing, 
much  less  to  point  out  the  means  of  continuing  the  com** 
pany's  trade,  even  on  its  present  contracted  scale.  For  he 
Would  state  to  the  noble  lord  an  important  fact,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  convince  him  it  was  high  time  to  check 
the  present  system.  The  faculty  of  borrow  ing  abroad  was 
at  an  end ;  and  the  ships  of  the  company  were  actually 
loading  home  with  private  goods  at  29/.  per  ton,  for  want 
of  the  regular  investment,  while  the  company  for  this  very 
tonnage  were  paying  60/.  making  this  prodigious  and  un- 
necessary sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  prosecuting  their  favou- 
rite  plan  of  excluding  the  ships  of  individuals,  who  could 
gain  by  navigating  on  still  lower  terms  than  what  is  ex* 
Acted  upon  private  trade.  In  this  way  neutrals  were  suf* 
tared  to  encroach  upon  our  natural  intercourse  with  India, 
and  to  nourish,  at  our  expencc,  their  maritime  power  and 
.commercial  importance.  How  long  was  the  merchandize 
of  the  private  trader  to  be  reluctantly  brought  home  at  this 
immense  loss,  and  a  fair  com]>ctitioii  between  imperial 
commerce  and  the  exertions  of  British  merchants  with- 
held ? 

So  confined  was  the  trade  of  the  company,  that  it  visited 
no  shores  but  their  own,  while  the  neutral  flag,  as  be  had 
already  remarked, rangcdunmolestcd, and  even  encouraged, 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Indian  ocean,  and  thence  to  evejy 
pther  part  of  the  globe. 

But  what  pressed  immediately  on  the  committee,  was  the 
present  distress  of  the  company,  and  the  inevitable  call  on 
Parliament  for  relief;  how  far  the  country  was  bound  to 
answer  that  call,  would  appear  tVom  Mr.  Dundns's  tetter 
to  the  directors,  at  the  discussion  respecting  the  renewal  of 
$eir  charter,  wherein  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  debts 

of 
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of  the  company  must  accompany  the  territory  ju to  whoso* 
ever  hands  it  might  fall. 

Whether  the  "debt  had  accrned  from  losse*  in  trade, 
or  from  territorial  expences,  the  Committee  woold  now 
judge ;  for  his  part  he  agreed  perfectly  'with  the  honour- 
able general  (Sir  A.  Wellesley),  in  his  statement  of  the 
subject,  and  that  investment,  not  war,  had  swelled  the 
debt  to  its  present  magnitude.  His  own  great  object  in 
this  long  detail  was  to  warn  the  noble  lord  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  country.  At  present  he  would  make  ho 
motion,  but  would  content  himself  with  the  promise  of 
the  noble  lord,  that  an  investigation  would  sbon  take  place. 
Certainly  such  was  the  situation  of  thirfgs,  that  strong  and 
decisive  measures  were  become  necessary  ;  when  the  disor- 
der was  violent,  strong  remedies  must  be  administered. 

With  regard  to  the  right  and  extent  of  interference  on 
the  part  of  government,  he  should  merely  quote  the  au- 
thority of  a  great  statesman  just  leaving  the  world,  distin- 
guished for  having  asserted  the  rights  of  the  British  flag, 
and  who  now,  after  a  long  and  illustrious  career^  and  already 
sinking  into  his  grave,  had  vet  vigour  enough  to  compose 
by  his  expiring  lamp  an  address  to  his  Sovereign  on  the  in- 
tricate subject  of  coinage,  which  work  would  add  to 
his  already  acquired  fame  as  a  political  economist.  The 
voids  were  to  be  found  ip  a  pamphlet  on  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  to  neutral  nations  : — 

u  The  lights  of  mankind  admit  of  different  degrees, 
and  whenever  two  of  these  come  into  competition,  the 
lowest  in  the  scale  must  give  place  to  the  higher. 

"  Each  man  hath  a  right  to  perform  certain  actions, 
but  if  the  destruction  of  anotlier  should  follow  from 
ihero,  would  not  this  be  a  just  cause  of  restraint?" 

How  far  this  high   authority   applied   in  the  present 
case,  he  must  leave   to    the  noble  lohl  ty   determine ; 
certain  lie  was,  it  would  have  its  due  weight  in  the  con- „ 
sideration  of  this  important  subject. 

He  felt  grateful   to  the  Committee  for  this  indnlygent  t 
hearing,  and  would  no  longer  trespass  on  their  atten- 
tion. 

Lord  Ca$tlcrea)*h  was  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  un*  * 
der  which  the  East  India  company  at  present  laboured, ' 
He  nevertheless  was  very  far  from  entertaining  in  his  mind 
that  gloomy  view  of  the  company's  aflfairs  which  had  been 
draivu  by  Ihe  worthy  al  Jcrujan  who  had  just  sat  down.  On 

the 
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tie  contrary,  lie  tfas  well  convinced  tliat  if  lh£  company's  . 
affairs  vere  vigorously  conducted,  it  would  not  be  long 
until  they  would  reach  as  great  a  state  of  prosperity  as  the'  - 
most  sanguine  wishes  of  any  friend  to  the  interests  of  the  - 
company  could  reasonably  en/title  them  to  expect.  For 
the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object  he  would  reconv? 
mend  that  the  general  state  of  the  company's  affairs  should 
undergo  the  most  ample  investigation  before  a  committee. 
The  result,  he  was  confident,  would  be  highly  favourable, 
to  the  company.  But  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  con- 
vinced, from  his  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  company, 
that  a  committee  which  had  it  in  view  to  obtain  a  correct 
statement  of  the  debts,  assets,  and  revenue  of  the  com- 
pany, must  necessarily  draw  inferences  favourable  to  the 
company,  as  he  had  before  stated;  still  he  most  clearly 
saw  that  something  was  wanting  for  the  present  to  be  done 
for  the  assistance  of  the  company.  To  attain  this  great 
and  most  desirable  object,  he  would  recommend  that  a  loan 
should  be  raised  under  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  not  that 
he  could  by  any  means  supi  ose  that  there  could  be  any  he- 
sitation or  doubt  of  the  solvency  of  the  company,  but 
that  he  saw  how  much  more  advantageously  a  loan  would 
be  raised  under  such  circumstances,  than  if  the  company 
itself  was  to  go  into  the  market  for  that  purpose.  Before 
Ireland  was  united  tothis  country,  it  was  the  uniform  prac- 
tice with  the  English  Parliament  to  include  the  loin  for 
Ireland  in  one  general  vote  along  with  that  which  was  given 
for  this  country.  By  the  adoption  of  such. a  system,  the 
company  would  gain  v  what  they  most  particularly  wanted, 
an  extension  of  their  capital,  and  the  public  would  have 
considerably  better  security  than  th«»y  coul.d  now  possibly 
have,  as,  from  the  profits  to  accrue  from  such  an  extension 
of  capital,  there  would  be  a  sinking  fund  for  the  total  and 
speedy  extinction  of  (he  whole  debt. 

Dr.  Laurence  then  caught  the  chairman's  rye,  and  was 
cnteringtntoa  consideration  of  the  subject,  when 

Mr/Robion  rose  to  order,  and  moved  that  the  House  be 
counted. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  :  when  only  31  members 
being  preheat,  an  adjournment  took  place.  -    , 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JOf.V    16. 

In  (he  aprx»al  "  Ohamley  v.  Lord  Dunsany  and  other*." 
Vol.  III.  1835.6.  4  £  Mr. 
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Mr.  Perceval  Mas  heard  for  the  resppofents.     Farther 
hearing  the  next  day. 

.The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  Scots 
Artillery  bill,  the  vote  of  credit  bill,  the  Irish  Customs 
bill)  the  Irish  prizage  bill,  the  Greenwich  chest  biM,  the 
Greenwich  hospital  bill,  the  Portsmouth  and  Dover  wrote' 
bill,  the  training  bill,  the  militia  ballot  biH,  the  of!  of  vi- 
triol tjouaty  bill,  the  Westminster  buildings  biH,  the  poet* 
age  bill,  the  Irish  poor  bill,  the  Newfoundland  fishery  bill, 
the  grain  interchange  bill,  the  quarantine  bill,  the  lana 
Jax  commissioners  mistake  bill,  thePaddington  canal  coal 
Dill,  the  Irish  road  bill,  and  seven  private  bilk. 
., . ,  The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  Spen* 
tier,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

.  The  slave  ship  restriction  bill,  the  Irish  school  coromfe- 
tioners  bill,  and  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic  creditors  bfll 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

.The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 

insolvent  debtors  bill  were  taken  into  consideration  and 

ffgreedto.  -^ 

Mr.  Hobhousc,  and  several  other. members  of  the  House 

of  Commons,  brought  up  the  woods  and  forests  regulatida 

bill,  the  Windsor  forest  bill,  the  auditors9  bill,  Lord  Rod- 

.pey's  annuity  bill,  the  stage  coach  bill,  (ordered  to  be 

:  minted)  the  (and  tax  exemption'  bill,  the  warehousing*  MM, 

the  Irish  revenues  bill,  the  Irish  hops  bill,  and  someptfU 

-  vate  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

The  orders  for  committing  this  day  the  Scots  forfeited  es« 
v  -  fates  bill,  and  the  Scots  treasury  chambers  bill,  were,  on  the 
.  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  discharged,  arjd  die 
:  bills  ordered  to  be  printed. 

. .  :  The  linen  drawback  bill,  the  ordnance  lands  bill,  the 

.-  chancery  clerks*  bill,  and  the  seamans'  families  bill,  wfcre 

iread  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day*  • 

The  masters*  in  chancery  bill,  the  Irish  militia  service 

,   bill,  the  volunteer  officers   rank  bill,  the  Gibraltar  Mid 

r :  Malta*  trade  bill,  the  silk  bounty  bill,  the  sugar  biH,  the 

jfreuch  wines  bill,  the  gunpowder  importation  IrfU,  the 

masts  bill,  the  raisins  bill,"  the  excise  laws  bill,  the  I itior 

^rjwweiv  Allowances,  bill,  the  Irish  guit  rents  bill,  tad'^he 

,   ba^kruot  laus  bill,  passed  through  committed,  ftod  were 

rtpprtea,  -  '*..»..'  .,•«!.■•* 

r:;    Adjourned; r  "         ?-■*:!  c-;:w    A_ 

POUSE 
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'phe  House  having,  in  pursuance  of  a  mess&gfe  bySe 
deputy  usher  of  Uie  black  rod  proceeded  to  the  Fl6use  oft 
Ptiqrgy  the  Speaker  on  its  return  announced  tliat  the  foyiV 
assent  bad  been  given  by.  commission  to  sereral  public  *ati& 
private  bills.    "     ,      ' 

j  The  pilots'  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  committed 
for  flu?  next  day. 

v  ■  Ih£  bill  to  protect  the  public  harbours,  &c.  and  the  6$& 
bark  bill,  severally  went  through  a  committee,  and  the  re? 
ports  were  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day.  " 

The  London  additional  force  bill,  the  Irish  postage  bill, 
theJNeJson  annuity  bill,  the  royal  family  annuity  bill,  life 
laaty  duty  bill,  and  the  receiver  general  of  the  customs  re- 
gulation bill,  were  reported,  and  (hose  bills  Were  ordered 
jU>  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 
.  The  land  tax  redemption  amendment  bill,  the  ware- 
housing goods  bill,  the  woods  and  forests  surveyors  bill,  - 
the  Windsor  forest  bill,  the  Irish  hops  importation  WH, 
;  the  Grenada  loan  bill,  the  lottery  bill,  and  the  stage  coach 

-  frill,  wer?  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

:.r,  Upon  the  latter,  Sir  John  Sinclair  took  occasion  to  ob- 
Attve,  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  did  not  appear  to  go 

„  jfiur  enough  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  public.  But  yelfit 
formed  an  additional  arrangement  to  those  already  exist- 

-  injfc  which  he  hoped  would  operate  to  diminish  the  evils 
••  complained  of,  as  to  the  number  of  passengers,  particu* 
oilnrly.  outside,  upon  stage  coaches,  and  the  general  conduct 

of  the  drivers  and  guards  of  such  vehicles.  The  honour* 
*ble  baronet  added,  that  this  bill  was  only  meant  to  be 

« .  temporary,  and  that  he  would,  very  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion, call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject'*  in 

n  orfler  that  endeavours  should  be  made  to  establish  a  more 

brfdigibW*jnrtem. 

j  :•  tMr.  Caley  presented,  pursuant  to  order,  a  return  from 

*  :  tlie /commissioners  appointed  lo  examine  the  public  records 

^.ot  the  country.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  t6ba 

•5  f^fi^feed.    .*  ~ ., 

v.  M*r  Glover,  from  the  commissioner?  of  customs,  pie* 
tented  ah  account,  of  the  number  of  ships,  and  thdr  ton- 
nage, which  have,  within  a  certain  time, ,  cleared  0it'  for 

'  4RS  v  Urn 


t 

,     '         t 
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the  coast  of  Africa,  from  the  several  ports  of  this  country. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  Hie  table,  and  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  brought  up  the  third  report  of  the  com* 
misMoners  appointed  to  examine  the  civil  affairs  of  the 
navy.     Ordered  to  lie  on4  the  table. 

The  House  h  nving  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  upon 
the  consolidated  fun  I  bill, 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  a  clause  of  appropriation. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed  upon  tliat  part  of  the  account 
in  which  if  apj.eired  that  41,010/.  6a.  had  been  paid  for- 
the  discharge  of  Mr.  Pitt's  debts,  although  the  words  of 
the  address  voted  by  the  House  upon  this  subject  contained 
thche  precise  words,  u  a  sura  not  exceeding  M),900/." 

Mr.  Vansittart  remarked  upon  the  insignificant  amount 
of  the  difference  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  and  stateA, 
th-it  this  difference  might  be  considered  the  resuk-of  Ihe 
order,  thn,t  no  deduction  for  fees  should  be  made  upon  the 
sum  originally  granted. 

Lord  Polyene  said,  that  to  overlook  such  a  difference 
would  be  to  establish  a  precedent,  tending  to  justify  the 
minister  in  exceeding  the  grant  of  that  Hou&e,  in  apply* 
inga  sura  of  the  public  money  beyond  that  which  Parlia* 
ment  Qr  that  House  might  authorize.  The  noble  lord  also- 
noticed  some  yi correctness  in  casting  up  the  accounts, 
upon  which  this  bill  was  founded. 

Mr.  Vansittart  referred  the  noble  lord  to  the  journals,  in 

which  he  would  find  a  similar  difference  to  that  of  which 

.  he  now  complained,  and  that  in  the  case  of  the  illustrious 

Chatham,  which  difference  was  afterwards  sanctioned  by 

the  House  of  Commons.    . 

After  a  few  other  remarks  from  Lord  Folkstone  and  Mr. 
Vfinsittart,  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  alid  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  that  the  accounts 
which  were  ordered  on  the  22d  and  24th  of  April,  and  the 
12th  of  May  last,. relative  to  India,  should  be  laid  before 
(he  House  forth wi|h. 

Mr.  Paull  ol>served,  that  the  papers,  the  expence  of 
printing  which  was  the  preceding  day  moved  for,,  were, 
ho  jLfcought,  included,  in  his  motion  upon  the  same  $ub* 
j(-ct.  /However,  he  was  glad  that  the  honourable  general 
hid,,  in  his  absence,  taken  occasion  to  supply  the  omission.' 

Sir  A.  \V*clksley  stated  bis  reasons  for  the  motion  refer* 

-  red 
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red  to,  to  beslmply  that  fhe  total  expeace  of  the  printing 
should  be  at  ouce  before  the  House. 

4  I 

% 

fcA&AAC&S. 

• 

Mr.  Rohson  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the  reten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  accounts  on  the  tabte,  with  re* 
spect  to  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in  the  bar- 
rack department.  In  times  like  the  present,  -when  the  ha- 
tional  expenditure  was  no  less  than  one  million  and  a  half' 
weekly,  when  the  national  burthens  were  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  likely  to  increase  still  farther,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  make  any  apology  to  the  House  for  attempting' 
to  occupy  its  attention  upon  the  subject  of  the  flagrant 
abuses,  which  lie  had  no  doubt  of  bein£  able  to  shew  existed 
in,  the  department  to  which  his  motion  would  refer.  It  was 
now  nearly  two  months  since  he  bad  felt  it  his  duty  to 
mention^  this  subject  in  the  House,  but  at  that  time  he 
was  by  no  means  so  well  acquainted  with  the  nial-prActice* 
which  bad  prevailed  for  these  ten  years  past,  as  he  had 
since  become.  He  was  now  fully  satisfied  that  the  state- 
ment he  before  made  was  even  below  the  fact.  The  House 
would  recollect,  that,*  when  he  brought  the  business  for* 
ward*  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
his-  information  ;  and  that  in  conscquwice  of  such  doubt, 
he  received  a  check  that  was  calculated  to  discourage  tho 
prosecution  of  his  object ;  but  no  such  check  should  ever 
avail  to  restrain  him  from  the  performance  of  his  duty,  or 
to  damp  his  feelings  in  the  pursuit  of  the  public  good*' 
However,  notwithstanding  this  check,  it  turned  out  irn« 
mediately  afterwards  that  the  rectitude  of  his  pursuit  *wa* 
recognised  even  by  those  from  whom  the  check  proceeded, 
—For  the?  noble  lord  (H.  Petty),  whom  he  now  saw  in  hi* 
place,  but  a  few  days  afterwards,  brought  forward  pre- 
cisely the  same  motion  which,  when  proposed  by  him,  wa* 
rejected.  But  at  the  time  of  that  rejection,  he  was  fully 
persuaded  that  the  noble  lord  was  not  at  all  aware  of  the 
enormous  abuses  that  were  going  on,  and  it  was  but  justice 
to  thai  noble  lord  to  say,  that  he  immediately  afterwards 
applied  himself  to  a  diligent  investigation  of  the  subject, 
and  the  remit  of  that  investigation*  was,  that  the  noble 
lord  found  the  case  much  worse  than  it  had  been  described 
by  him  ?  in  consequence  of  which  discovery,  the  noble  lord 
took  the  course  already  alluded  to,  and  did  him  the  ho* 
aour  of  copyiog  his  motions.    Now  it  turaod  out  that  tho 
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rent  of  the  barns  which  he  before,  referted  (b,  an  cf  Which 
were  bird  for  the  use  of  the  soldiery  in  the  Jste  6f  [Wight* 
were  some  time  since  reduced  to  one  Tialif  of  4tKai  fbr 
which  ihry  were  originally  let ;  yet  such  was  their  iraltie> 
thai  hv could  assure  the  House,  that  were  a  farther  reduc- 
tion of  one-half  their  present  rcot  to  take  place*  as  it  must, 
ILyew  would  still  be  paid  for  them  eyen  double  more  than, 
they  were  worth.  But  he  had  to  state  that  a  great  many 
inure  buildings  of  a  similar  description,  let  on  supllai 
terms,  had  undergone  no  reduction  whatever.  ff  .the 
House  would  turn  their  attention  to  this  matter^  they 
would  meet  in  every  step  of  their  enquiry,  circumstances 
equally  calculated  to  excite  their  surprize  and  indignation. 
Gentlemen  would  hardly  believe  that  200/.  a  year  had  been 
paid  for  shells  of  barns  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  In  referring 
to  this  part,  he  took  merely  a  single  speck  of  the  barrack 
accounts;  for,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion,  he  did  not  mean 
at  pretest  to  extend  his  investigation  to  the  whole  of  the 
tarrock  accounts,  which  were  confessedly  the  most  con,* 
fitted  in  Europe  (a  laugh).  Therefore  he  should  cohfiue 
himself,  in  illustration  of  the  cause  of  his  motion,  to 
Sandown  Bay  barracks,  respecting  which  fie  was  possessed 
of  the  most  satisfactory  information.  But  yet  the  cbmtom- 
jucations  he  received  were  such. as  impressed  him  with  the 
propriety  of  extending  his  motion  to  all  temporary  bat- 
racks,  and  it  would  appear  astonishing  to  the  public,  that 
many  of  these  barracks,  although  hired  and  paid  fofhy 
the  week,  were  often  actually  unoccupied  for  a  consiBq;- 
able  part  of  the  year.  To  expose  sucn  improvident  con- 
duct, such  scandalous  waste  ot  the  public  money,  and  to 
prevent  its '  continuance,  was  the  object  of  the ,  motion 
which  he  should  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to' tfftr 
House.  The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  with  inov  * 
-r—"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a  return  of 
the  buildings  of  every  description  rented  or  hired  by  ^  m 
YernmeQt,  .and  used  as  barracks  or  places  for  lodging,  or 
containing  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  or  of  persons 
and  horses  attached  to  the  army ;  that  the  said  xetucn  do 
embrace  every  building  which  bas  so  been  rented*  or  h,ired, 
audso.used,  in  the  whole. of  Great  Britain,  between  Ine 
1st  day  of  January,  1793,  and  the  84tli  of  June,  1806 : 
That  to?  said  return  be  exhibited  in  fifteen  columns,  placed 
in  the  order  and  containing  the  several  heads  here  follow- 
ing, vit. ;  1st.  The  date  of  the  year  and  of  the  month  and 

day 
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day  when  each  building  respectively  was  taken ;  2d,  The 
county  and  parish  in  which  such  building  ift  situate ;  3d, 
The  name  or  phrase  describing  the  building;  4th,  The 
number  of  officers  that  are,  or  have  been,  generally  quar- 
tered or  lodged  in  the  building ;  5th,  The  h  umber  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men,  and  of  horses,  that  are  or 
have  beep  generally  quartered  or  lodged  in  the  building ; 
6th,  The  name  of  the  proprietor  of  the  building ;  7fli, 
The  name  and  rank  of  the  officer  pr  person  by  whom  the 
building  was  take  on  the  part  of  government ;  8th,  The  , 
^eekly  rent  or  hiren  or  of  the  buildiug ;  9th,  The 
Sleekly  rent  or  hire  of  the  building ;  10th,'  The  name  ftnd 
rank  of  the  officer  or  person,  or  officers  or  persons, 
through  whose  hands  the  rent,  or  hire,  has  been  paid 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  building;  11th,  The  time 
when  any  alteration  (if  any)  in  the  rent  or  hire  of  the 
building  was  made ;  12th,  The  weekly  rent  or  hire  of  the 
building,  subsequent  to  such  alteration ;  ISth,  The  yearly 
rent  or  aire  of  the  building,  subsequent  to  such  alteration^ 
14th,  The  time  when  the  building  was  given  up,  if  not 
now  occupied  by  government ;  15th,  The  account  of  the 
whole  of  the  sums  which  have  been  expended  in  repairs 
upon  the  building ;  and  the  said  returns  do  exhibit  all  the 
jiames  and  descriptions  of  the  said  buildings,  following 
que  another  in  due  chronological  order,  the  building  first 
jt&ken  by  government  standing  first,  and  the  building  la* 
taken,  standing  last. 

Lord  Henry  Petti/  did  not  mean  to  object  to  this  motion, 

the  object  of  which  was* to  communicate  information  to  the 

House.     On  a  former  occasion  he  stated  his  opinion,  that 

various  abuses  prevailed  in  the  barrack  department,  and 

we  only  question  in  his  mind  was,  whetner  the  Honie 

j&ould  take  up  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  or  leave  it 

'tnose  commissioners  to  whom,  for  its  own  convenience,  -it 

^Jiad  thought  proper  to  delegate  the  power  of  inquiring  into 

CjMbjects  connected  with  the  military  expenditure  ?    Art- 

i  PQrt  was  expected  from  this  commission  the  next  day ;  and 

*  for  hijnself  he  must  say,  that  were  he  in  the  circumstances 

'!ojf!(he  honourable  mover,  he  should  certainly  wait  the ie- 

;  suit  of  ffiat  report  before  he  brought  forward  any  motion 

^  rf this  riature.  But  jef,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  of 

,  opinion  that  no  report  from  thecommisston  alluded  to,  could 

be  at  ajl  calculated  to  remove  his  inducement  for  sflbntfttrtig 

"*tois  niotion^  he  had  no  objection  to  second  it  j  being  an*. 

"jtoip  to*  fymitfh  the  Haiisp  with  every  information  ffiat 
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could  be  desired,  as  to  any  branch  of  the  public  expenditure. 
The  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  as  his  noble  friend  had 
thought  proper  to  support  this  motion,  he  should  not  ob- 
ject to  it.-    At  the  same  time  he  roust  observe,  that,  he  saw 
no  parliamentary  grounds  for  it,  while  the  effect  of  it  would 
be  to  subject  to  great  trouble  an  office  \thich  was  already 
very  much  pressed  by  business.    The  honourable  mover 
was  of  late  in  the  habit  of  bringing  forward,  from  time  to 
time,  motions  of  this  description   without  stating  any 
specific  object  that  he  had  in  view.     He  did  not  state  that 
he  meant  to  ground  any  proceeding  upon  such  documents ; 
nor  did  be  seem  disposed  even  to  acknowledge  that  such  do- 
cuments, when  produced,  did  not  bear  out  the  censures 
which  generally  accompanied  the  introduction  of  his  mo- 
tions.    Such  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the  abuses  com- 
plained of  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  For  although  the  papers 
on  that  subject  had  been  some  time  before  the  House,  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  indicated  no  intention  of  taking 
any  further  proceeding  upon  them.  It  np  doubt  appeared 
from  those  papers,  that  considerable  abuses  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  district  alluded  to.     Barns  were  hired  for  the 
use  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  originally  at  a  very  extrava- 
gant rate,  but  that  was  owing  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  taken.    It  was  at  the  time  when  a  descent 
of  the  enemy  upon  our  coast  was  generally  apprehended  ; 
*nd  some  general  officers  pointing  out  the  spot  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  mover,  a  place  material  to  be  promptly 
chosen  for  the  lodgment  of  troops,  the  officers  were  at  the 
mercy  of  the  owners  of  those  barns,  or  buildings,  wbfy 
of  course,  exacted  their  own  terms.    But  the  earliest  op* 
portunity  was  taken  for  the  reduction  of  tliese  terra;. 
This  reduction  was,  he  understood,  asserted  to  occurjfi 
consequence  of  the  suggestion  of  a  barrack-master,   for 
having  dismissed  whom,  no  had  fallen  under  the  displeasure 
of  some  petsons.    But  the  fact  was  not  so  ;  for  the  reduc- 
tion was  recommended  by  Major  Davis ;  and,  on  account 
of  that  recommendation,  took  place  previous  to  the  dis- 
missal of  the  officer  referred  to.      There  were,  the  right 
honourable  secretary  observed,  several  insinuations  thrown 
out  by  the  honourable  mover,  against  respectable  gentle- 
men ;  and  (hou^h  such  insinuations  did  not  appear  to  pro- 
ceed from  much  deliberation,  they  might  do  mischief  to  the 
characters  of  men  who  were  not  present  todefend  tbcmselvrs. 
Such  conduct  upon  the  part  qt  the.  honourable  gentleman 
was,  he  must  say,  by  no  means  becoming.    It  was  inenm- 

&  benl 
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bent  upon  hini,  either  with  a  view  to  justice  or  liberality, 
to  \*irn  both  sides  of  the  case  before  he  attempted  so  pub- 
licly to  implicate  the  reputation  of  men.     Imputations  of 
.*»  serious  nature  should  not  be  cast  upon  light  or  mere  c$ 
parte  statements.    But  to  return  to  the  barrack-master  so 
much  talked  of  (Atkins),  it  was  said  he  was  guilly  of  no 
malpractices. — That,  however,  upon  the  communications 
made  to  him,   he  could   venture  to  contradict,  for  the 
Representation  upon  which  he  was  induced  to  order  his  dis- 
imssal,  charged  him  with  various  peculations  and  exac- 
tions practised  upon  the  owners  of  the  barns  and  barracks 
under  his  snperintendance.     Indeed,  he  was  charged f  or 
rather  convicted^  according  to  the  report  laid  before  him,  of 
the  meanest  exactions,  such  as  taking  poultry,  pigs,  and 
feucb  things,  from  those  people;.    This  report," the  right 
honourable  secretary  observed,  that  lie  received  from  the 
barrack-master  general,  whose  duty  it  was  to  investigate 
such  a  case,  ami  upon  whose  report  it  was,  he  understood, 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  at  Wa^  to  act,  unless  where  a  sus- 
picion of  partiality  or  injustice  should  induce  that  secre- 
tary to  order  a  further  hearing.     But  in  this  instance  he 
felt  no  suspicion,  nor  did  be  ever  hear  of  any  thing  in  the 
Conduct  of  the  present  barrack-master-general  that  would 
warrant  such  a  suspicion-     The  right  honourable  secretary 
repeated  his  question,  as  to  what  was  the  ulterior  object  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  proposing  motions  of  this  na- 
ture.    He  rather  thought  that  matters  of  this  kind  had  bet- 
ter beeh  referred  to  the  commission  of  inquiry.    Indeed; 
there  was 'one  paper  moved  for  by  the  honourable  gentlor 
.man  which  wns  specially  referred  to  that  commission,  and 
which  commission  was,   of  course,  deemed  even  by  thtf 
party  complaining,  the  fittest  tribunal  for  the  investigation 
of  the  case  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  Robson  vindicated  his  conduct  from  the  charge  of 
Improperly  introducing  this  business  to  the  con.* idem t ion 
of  ftintantcnt.  It  was  absurd,  in  his  Opinion,  to  wait  for 
the  decision  of  a  commission  to  which  the  right  honourable 
secretary  seemed  so  anxious  to  refer.  For  that  commission 
had,  in  the  course  of  thirteen  months,  brought  forward 
onty  one  report,  which  might  be  prepared  in  a  week.  Kivs 
officers  were  referred  to  in  these  inquiries ;  and  the  barrack 
department,  according  to  theevidenoeof  Mr.  Wad  man,  was 
alone  saeh  thut  its  accounts  could  iiQt  be  investigated  in  less 
than  three  years.  Why  then  talk  so  much  of  tuch  a  eom- 
♦    Vol*  III*  |S05*6*  4  S  lesion, 
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mission,  which  must,  according  to  the  act  appointingthem, 
cease  to  exist  in  about  a  year  and  a  quarter  ?  But  the  con- 
duct of  those  commissioners  was  such  as,  independantly  of 
the  period  of  (heir  existence,  must  destroy  any  hope  of  ce- 
lerity in  their  proceedings.  For  the  fact  was,  that  although 
«o  liberally  paid,  they  delegated  nil  the  trouble  to  another 
art  of  commissioners.  The  honourable  gentleman  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  clause  in  the  act  which  for- 
bade those  commissioners  from  making  any  retrospective 
inquiry,  unless  u  they  thought  proper ;"  and  he  mentioned 
a  case  where  a  man  who  was  proceeding  to  tell  them  of 
some  former  abuses,  was  stopped,  and  told  that  they  did 
not  mean  to  carry  their  inquiries  beyond  the  present  year. 
But  recollecting  thediscovcricsmadebythecommissionersof 
naval  inquiry,  his  great  object  was  to  go  back,  and  to  trace 
the  abuses  in  the  military  department  higher  than  those 
commissioners  were  willing  to  go.  His  desire  was  to  fish 
*>ut  the  source  of  abuse,  and  if  possible  to  remove  it. 

Mr.  James  Martin  was  glad  to  see  this  business  taken 
lip  by  his  honourable  friend.  The  public  had  too  long  sub- 
mitted to  be  pillaged,  and  they  had  borne  it  more  than 
they  ought.  But  like  the  eel  in  the  joke,  it  appeared  as  if 
they  were  so  often  skinned  that  they  did  not  feel  it. 

Mr.  PaulldwcU  upon  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  dismissal  of  Atkins,  and  stated  that  he  was  an  officer  of 
distinguished  merit,  who  was  recommended  to  his  late  ap- 
pointment by  Mr.  Windham.  But  Atkins  discovered 
-abuses,  and  one  of  those  men  uf  the  name  of  Ward,  whose 
Tent  for  a  barn  was  reduced  from  200/.  to  ISO/,  a  year,  made 
an  affidavit  against  Atkins,  which  affidavit  led  to  his  dis- 
missal. Atkins  was  indeed  always  pronounced  an  honest 
man,  until  he  exposed  frauds  upon  the  public,  and  then  he 
was  discovered  truly  to  be  a  dishtwest  man,  and  dismissed 
without  any  opportunity  beinj;  allowed  him  of  defending 
himself  against  the  charges  alleged  against  him. 

Mr.  Qanning  asked  whether  the  tact  staled  by  the  hoa. 
jmember  was  the  cause  of  the  dismissal  of  Atkins  ? 

The  Secretary  at  War  answered  in  the  ncgamv,  and  re- 
ferred the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  the  affidavit  on 
the  ti»ble,  which  would  explain  the  cause  to  be  as  he  had 
stated  it. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  he  only  recommended  Atkins 

because  he  found  him  distressed. 

"    Mr,  Bastard  vt  ished  the  honourable  member  to  extend  h« 

I  ...    inquiry 


»   K' 


inquiry  to  permanent  barracks,  in  the  erection  and  repairs 
of  which,  the  grossest  abuses  were  committed,  and  which 
still  were  in  general  incapable  of  affording  any  thing  like 
comfortable  accommodation. 

The  Secretary  at  War  stated,  that  Atkins  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  defending  himself  before  the  barrack- muster-ge- 
neral. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr,  Paull,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  and 
Mr.  Bastard,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robson  did  not  suppose  the  Secretary  at  Wfar  ca- 
pable of  dismissing  the  barrack-master  alluded  to,  or  any 
other  man,  without  reasons  sufficient  in  his  own  mind  to 
justify  the  act.  He  had  no  disposition  whatever  of  imput* 
ing  any  thin^  culpable  to  the  right  honourable  secretary* 
The  honourable  member  proceeded  to  state  the  object  of 
liis  motion,  which  was  to  save  the  public  money  ;  and  \\e 
was  satisfied  that  he  could  suggest  a  mode  of  preventing 
the  expenditure  in  this  department  of  no  lets  than 
,500,000/.  a  year.  After  a  few  other  preliminary  observa- 
tions, the  honourable  member  proposed  the  following 
motion :  # 

"  That  {here  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return  of  fjte 
canteens,  or  houses  for  vending  beer  and  liquors,  which 
liave  been  set  up  at  the  several  buildings  rented  or  hired 
by  government,  and  used  as  barracks,  or  places  for  lodging, 
or  containing  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  array,  or  oi' per- 
sons attached  to  the  army  :  That  the  said  return  do  include 
evnry  such  canteen  in*the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  cxistiug 
between  the  1st  of  January  1793,  and  the  24th  of  June 
1806.     That  the  said  return  be  exhibited  in  eight  column*, 
placed  in  the  order,  and  containing  the  several  heads,  here 
following:  viz.  J,  The  county,  parish,  place,  or  station, 
in  alphabetical  order,  in  which  the  canteen  is,  or  was  situ- 
ate: 2d,  The  date  of  the  year,  month,  and  day  of  letting 
each  canteen  respectively  ;  od,  The  name  and  rank  of  the 
r>erson,  or  persons,  who  let  the  <hntec:i  :   1th,  The  iruttejft" 
t^e  person  or  persons  who  rent,  or  rented  the  canteen  : 
&th,  The  weekly,  or  annual  rent  of  the  canteen  :  6th,  The 
jiame  and  rank  of  the  person  or  persons,  through  whose 
hands  the  rent,  has  been  received  on  thep^rf  of  govern  meat: 
7th,  The  name,  or  phrase,  descriptive  of  the  building  so 
let  as  a  canteen  ;  8th,  The  number  of  non-commissioned 
parpens  and  mcu  generally  quartered  or  lodged  in  the  sere- 


684  WHE  PAWMAHEN'tAllT  REGISTER.  [COX. 

ral  buildings,  used  uas  barracks,  to  which  the  canteen  is, 
or  has  been  attached."** 

Mr.  Pa  nil,  who  wished  to  go  into  an  explanation  of 
what  he  stated  upon  the  former  motion,  but  was  preveated 
by  the  Speaker,  seconded  the  motion. 

AtVr  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Rose, 
and  General  Fitzpatrick, 

Mr.  Robson,  in  roply,  stated  that  the  barracks  at  San? 
down  formed  a  nest  for  smugglers,  in  which  beer  and  spi? 
rits  were  sold  without  payment  of. duty,  and  asserted  that 
the  rents  for  canteens,  of  which  Tery  little  rpached  the  go- 
vernment, would  pay  the  whole  rent  of  the  temporary  bar? 
racks. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ltcbson  their  rose  and  said,  that  there  was  now  np 
occasion  for  him  to  say  any  thing  to  preface  the  motion 
which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House.  He  was 
however  tempted  to  re-ul  some  extracts  from  the  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  (the  memorial  of  Mr.  John 
Pritchard),  but  they  were  so  scandalous  that  he  thought  it 
rni&ht  be  as  well  to  forbear.  There  was  one,  however, 
iihich  was  deserving  of  the  particular  attention  of  the 
House.,  Mrs.  Parker,  it  appeared,  a  favoured  frjend  of  Major 
Lewis,  took  a  house,  the  property  of  Mr.  Barton^  of 
Newport,  for  a  family,  from  London,  as  she  said,  at  the 
rer.t  of  £0/.  a  year.  By  the  advice  of  Major  Lewis  she  let 
this  house  as  a  re*ss-room,  and  lodgings  for  officers,  at7(M. 
a  yeaT,  though  it  was  of  no  use  for  one-third  part  of  the 
time  for  which  it  was  taken.  The  owner  remonstrated 
with  her  for  the  trick  which  she  had  played  him,  but  she 
replied,  tlint  every  body  was  robbing  government,  and  she 

*  was  resolved  to  have  a  little  in  the  scramble.     The  motion 
"  jvhich  he  was  about  to  make  was,  for  an  account  of  the 

rnanner  in  which  the  manure  of  the  cavalry  'barracks  was 
^  disposed  of.     The  money  derived  from  this  might  pay  the 

*  rent  of  the  barracks.     He  concluded  by  moving, 

**  That  there  be  liiid  before  this  House,  an  account  of  all 
the  money  received,  on  the  part  of  government,  for  dan?, 

'  Ashes,  dust,  ?traw,  sweepings,  or -other  things,  being  V- 
jicles/of  manure,  and  arising  from  the  several  buildings 

'  rented  or  hired  by  government,  and  used  as  barracks,  or 
places  for  quartering,  or  lodging  of  officers,  soldiers^  or 
horses  of  the  urmy  * — That  the«aid  account  do  embrace  all 
the  sums  tin  such  score  received,  in  the  whole  of  Great  Bri- 
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lain,  between  the  1st  of  January  1793,  and  the  24th  of 
June  1806 : — And  that  the  said  account  be  exhibited  in 
seven  columns,  placed  in  the  order,  and  containing  the 
Several  heads  here  following,  viz. — 1st.  The  parish,  place, 
or  station,  in  alphabetical  orders  2d,  The  date  of  the  year, 
month,  aud  day,  when  such  article  or  articles  were  begun  to 
be  sold  as  aforesaid ;  3d,  The  name  or  names  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  sold  ;  4th,  The  sum,  or  sums  received  ;  5tb,' 
The  name  or  names  of  the  persons  through  whose  hands  the 
said  sums  have  been  received  on  the  part  of  the  public ; 
Cth,  The  time  when  such  sale  ceased  (if  so),  stating  the 
cause  of  cessation ;  7th,  The  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men,  and  the  number  of  horses  generally 
'quartered,  or  lodged  at  each  station  respectively." 

This  motion  was  rejected.  .      ^ 

Mr.  Windham  said  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  be- 
hind him  (Mr.  Paull)  wished  now  to  state  the  misrepre- 
sentation to  which  he  alluded,  he  believed  that,  though  not 
strictly  regular,  he  might  be  allowed  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Paull  said  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  the  House  any  further  on  the  subject  at  present. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  stated  their  lordships9  assent 
to.  the  Bloomsbury-square  improvement  bill,  .the  insolvent 
debtors9  bill,  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic's  debts  bill,  the 
Jrish  schools  bill,  and  slave  trade  shipping  bill. 

MILITIA  OFFICERS9  FAY  BILL. 

Mr.  Windham  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  militia- 
officers' pay  bill. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed ,  that  the  reason  why  he  had  given 
-notice,  the  preceding  (by,  of  his  intention  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Mouse  on  the  third  reading  that  day,  was  witli 
a  view  to  have  a  fuller  attendance  ;  the  material  objection 
to  the  bill,  which  he  had  before  stated,  was  the  lateness  of 
.  the  period  at  which  it  was  brought  forward.  Considering  that 
the  militia  had  till  now  been  on  the  same  footing,  as  to  pay, 
with  the  army ;  that  most  of  the  militia  officers  were  now 
absent  on  other  duties  ;  that  not  one  of  those  who  remained 
had  voted  with  ministers  on  this  question,  while  several 
yoted  against  them  ;  and  that  two  servant*  of  the  public, 
the  one  paymaster  of  the  forces  (Temple)  and  fhe  other  a 

S  ergon  belonging  to  the  ordnance,  both  officers  of  the  militia, 
ad  opposed  the  bill,  he  thnMjjht  the  House  ought  to  pause 
fcefou*  it  assented  to1  it.     He  was  sorry  that  he  did  not  see 

those 
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those  persons  now  present*  But  still  hennnst  give  as  much 
opposition  to  this  impolitic  measure  as  he  could.  He  had 
already  stated  the  inexpediency  of  bringing  forward  such 
a  measure  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The  only  ar- 
gument which  was  urged  for  departing  from  the  established 
systeta  was  the  point  of  economy,  which,  in  this  instance, 
was  quite  paltry,  and  setting  the  lateness  of  the  period  out 
of  the  question,  it  was  not  such  as  to  make  it  worth  while, 
on  this  account,  to  run  the  risk  of  giving  dissatisfaction  to 
the  militia  officers.  But  when  we  are  at  war,  and  in  pos- 
session of  the. services  of  these  men,  it  was  impolitic  to  give 
them  dissatisfaction  ;  and  we  had  it  from  (he  militia  officers 
themselves,  that  this  increase  would  do  so,  not  on  account 
of  being  refused  the  additional  pay,  but  on  account  of  the 
invidious  distinction  made  between  them  and  the  line.  He 
thought  the  objection  of  an  honourable  colonel  (Bastard) 
very  strong,  when  he  stated  that  injustice  was  done  to  the 
militia,  for  when  they  entered  they  might,  as  the  law  stood, 
take  it  for  granted  that  they  should  always  be  kept  on  a 
footing  with  the  line,  and  might  in  justice  now  claim  their 
discharge.  When  the  prize-money  was  taken  from  the 
seamen,  it  was  said  they  had  no  right  upon  this  to  claim 

.  their  discharge,  ag  they  had  been  pressed.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  engagements  even  witn  them  should  be  vio- 
lated on  that  account,  but  this  however  (Jid  not  apply  to 
the  present  case.  He  then  went  on  to  state  that  he  saw  nq» 
reason  why  the  seven  pence  a  day  given  to  the  soldiers  in 
thp  line  w'ho  had  served  seven  years,  should  not  be  extend* 
eu  to  the  militia.  At  all  events,  it  ought  to  ix?  extended  to 
the  nAn-Commissioned  officers,  who  were  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  those  in  the  line.  lie  also  objected  to.  the  bill, 
because  it  gave  ministers  the  power  of  doing,  as  ihey  pleased 
on  this  subject,  either  to  give  or  withhold  pay  at  their 

'  option,  and  this  was  the  reason  why  an  honourable  colonel 
had  said  that  it  put  the  militia  more  in  the  power  oS  the 
Crown.  This  measure  totally  altered  the  nature  of  the 
militia  system,  and  was  jx  breach  of  parliamentary  faith. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  seemed  indeed  to  admit 

.  this  to  a  certain  degree.     It  was  a  breach  of  fai:h,  but  a 

.  little  one.  FIc  was  somewhat  like  thr  lady  wlm  owned  that 
she  had  "had  a  natural  child,  but  then  it  was  a  very  little 
one.  Tills  measure  ought  at  least  to*  have  been  proposed  in 
time  of  peace.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  word 
c*  now"  be  left  out,  and  that  the  wards  ^  this  day  thitp 
months"  be  substituted . 
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-    Lord  Folkestone 9  though  he  supposed  it  would  be  a  ma- 
terial objection  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  he 
was  not  a  militia  officer,  must  still  assert  his  opinion  oh  the 
'subject.   lie  maintained  that' there  was  no  reason  whatever 
;  for  any  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  militia  officer*,  for 
'they  suffered  no  injustice.     The  field  officers  and  captaiib 
were,  by  law,   required  to  have  certain  qualification*, 
"which  rendered  this  additional  pay  unnecessary.     Beside*, 
"they  could  not  reasonably  expect  to  be  put  exactly  on  a 
footing  with  officers,  of  the  line,  who  gained  rank  through 
"toils  and  dangers,  while  they  immediately  attained  their 
rank  on  account  of  their  property.    The  old  mistaken 
principle  had  been  departed  from  already,  and,  besides,  it 
was  a  quite  different  service     He  would,  therefore,  sup~ 
port  the  bill.  .  • 

Sir  W.  Elford  put  the  noble  lord  right  as  to  the  pointaf 
rising  gradually  to  the  higher  ranks.  This  wastbeoase  m 
•many  regiments  of  militia  as  well  as  the  line.  He  himself, 
♦and  several  others  of  the  higher  officers  in  his  regiment,  haft 
♦been  subalterns.  It  was  dangerous  to  innovate  on  the  il- 
lations between  the  different  kinds  of  force  when  there*  was 
no  ground  for  it  but  this  paltry  economy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep  was  sorry  to  oppose  any  measure 
of  government  relative  to  the  national  defence,  but  when  a 
measure  was  proposed  affecting  the  constitutional  rights -of 
any  body,  and  with  such  clauses  a9  these,  leaving  so  much 
to  the  discretion  of  ministers,  he  could  not  give  bis  assent 
to  it.  The  period- at  which  it  was  brought  forward  was 
also  an  objection,  and  to  this  was  added  the  dissatisfaction 
which  would  be  felt  by  the  militia  officers  at  a  distinction 
of  this  sort.     This  was  very  impolitic  in  time  of  war  % 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said,  he  was  not  sorry  that  tht 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  taken  an  opportunity  of 
renewing  this  discussion,  as  he  felt  convinced,  that  th« 
more  the  subject  was  dihcussed,  the  more  it  would  be  ge« 
nerally  approved  of.  The  lateness  of  the  session  was,  to  be 
sure,  an  argument  that  told- well  in  so  thin  a  House;  but 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  this  was  not  a  substantive  ar* 
gument,  and  there  ought  to  be  some  other  reason  assigned 
for  opposing  any  mcusure.  If  it  were  contended, -that  there 
was  any  great  constitutional  principle,  which  required  thai 
the  two  services  should  be  exactly  placed  on  the  sane  foot* 
ing,  he  mnst  deny  that  doctrine.  There  were  already 
distinctions  between  the  fiervicetsufitoiftntly  marked)  'Lbs 
regular  officers  had  half-pay,  when  the  militia  luKtaoi. % 
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and.  the  militia  officers  were  required  to  ha?e  qualification, 
which  the  regulars  had,  not.    The  militia  officers  might 
perhaps  have  some  reason  to  complain,  if  any  regulation 
ex  cooing  benefits  to  every  other  branch  of  the,  service  were 
to  be  withheld  fromthetri.    That  was  not,  however,  the 
case  in  the  present  instance.    A  distinction  was  ako  ma<te 
between  the  infantry  and  the. cavalry,  and  the  distinction 
WW  founded  on  the-same  reason,  merely  that  the  latter  de- 
scription of  officers  did  not  stand  so  much  in  need  of  the  a4r 
*  dition,  and  that  if  an  addition  was  to  be  made  to  the  pa/ 
of  those  who  were  not  in  need  of  it,  there  must  be  a  dimi- 
nution to  the  allowances  which  the  liberality  of  the  House 
was  called  upon  to  give  to  those  officers  who  were  in  need 
-  of  the  addition.    This  was  the  principal  reason  for  making 
exceptions,  and  the  exceptions  did  not  extend  merely  to 
militia  field-officers,  but  to  those  of  the  cavalry  and  tlfc 
Guards,  who  certainly  could  not  consider  this  distinction 
meant  as  9  slight  to  them.     As  to  the  alleged  breach  of 
faith,  it  was  the  strangest  thing  he  had  ever4  heard  asserted, 
that  the  legislature  was  so  bound  by  any  of  its  own  acts, 
that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  even  to  alter  it.  Would  any 
person  consider  ita  breach  of  faith  to  make  an  alteration  in 
the  mutiny  law,  even  to  make  it  more  severe  if  necessary J 
Would  any  body  suppose,  that  it  would  be  a  breach  ojf 
faith  to  the  army  to  alter  the  discipline  of  one  part  of  it  and 
not  of  another  ?  As  the  militia  was  always  to  subsist  in 
pome  shape  or  another,  therefore,  on  those  grounds*  it 
might  be  argued  to  the  end  of  time,  that  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  faith   for  the  legislature  to  make  any  objec- 
tions.   It  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  to  do  it  in  time  of 
£ace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war;  and  yet  the  hon.  a«4 
irned  member  (Mr.  Perceval)  was  himself  the  person  to 
propose  its  being  done  in  time  of  peace,  and  not  in  time  of 
war-     If,  then,  he  considered  that  it  was  a  great  breach  of 
faith  in  time  of  war,  and  only  a  little  one  in-line  of  peace, 
the  story  of  the  lady  and  her  "  little  natural  child"  was^ 
only  applicable  to  the  argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman;  and  he  might  nave  done  better  to  have  kept  it 
to  himself.    The  exceptions  were  not  so  much  made  upon 
the  ground  of  economy,  as  on  the  ground  of  justice.    It 
was  out  justice  to  the  regular  officers  to  give  what  was  ah* 
solutely  necessary  for  them.     If  this  increase  was  not  con- 
sidered so  necessary  to  the  militia,  they  should  rather 
consider  it  as  an  honourable  distinction,  than  any  sort  of 
tl  treatment. 
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'  Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  supported  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
'Windham,  and  observed,  that  the  principal  argument  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  thai  the  militia  officers  were 
injured  by  the  arrangement  prescribed  in  this  bill,  wasalofctf 
'mistatement,  and  a  complete  inversion  of  the  fact:  for 
bow  coulil  the  militia  officers,  who  suffered  no  diminution 
of  pay,  be  injured  by  a  small  increase  of  pay  to  the  oflioers 
of  the  line  ?  They  in  fact  would  sustain  no  injury  whatever* 
and  he  was  confident,  would  feel  none,  notwithstanding 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  assumed  to  advocate  their 
cause ;  but  whose  arguments  reminded  him  of  a  petition 
of  the  celebrated  Lord  Chesterfield  to  his  majesty  for  a  pen* 
feioq,  professing,  "  that  it  was  purely  for.  the  honour  of  it, 
and  not  for  any  pecuniary  consideration."  -  w 

*  The  question  being  now  loudly  called  for  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  the  House  divided, 

Ayes        •         &  "   .         •         .35 

Noes 24 

.Majority  for  the  bill    .       •       .       — 11 

•  '  Colonel  M  it  ford  then  proposed  an  amendment  purport* 
log  to  recognize  the  principle  of  equal  pay  to  the  militia  ami 
file  line,  as  an  established  and  general  rule,  but  enabling 
bis  Majesty,  in  certain  cases,  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
line ;  which  amendment  was,  in  effect,  rejected  upon  the 
diicstton,  without  a  division. 

r  On  the  question  being  put,  that  the  bill  do  pass,  an- 
other discussion  arose. 

[Colonel  Bastard  utterly  disclaimed,  on  the  part  of  the 
militia  field-officers,  any  pecuniary  consideration,  and  way 
convinced  that,  if  necessary,  they  would  cheerfully  volun- 
teer their  services  without  pay.     It  was  the  degrading  dis* 
tlnction  drawn  by  this  bill  which  they  felt  severe.    So  far 
were  t  hey -frdln  being  actuated  by  mercenary   motives,  or 
any  jealousy  towards  their  own  subalterns,  any  more  than 
towards  officers  of  the  line,  that,  with  respect  to  the  former,, 
they  even  relinquished  a  very  considerable  portion  of  their' 
pay  in  the  cxpcnccs  of  the  regimental  messes,  in  order  to 
render  the  'situation  of  the  subalterns  equally  comfortable 
With  iheir  superior  officers,  often  at  less  than  half  lhc>  ex* 
pencil  and  with  respect  to 'the  latter,  be  was  confident 
tfiey  would  be  glad  of  a  much  greater  increase  of  pay,  if 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  could  afford  it. 

:  Mr.  Cami'ng  rose  once  more  to  re?bt  the  pasting  of  thli 
Vol.  III.  1805-6,  4  T  fcUl, 
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bill,  and  to  say,  that  if  hta  Majesty  V  ministers  persisted,  at 
this  late  period  of.  tUe  sessional*  so,  tfoifi  .£  $*$  of  tbe 
House,  in'  the  absence  of  almost  *he  whole  of  the  country 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  militia,  wd  wit o  the  vojes;'af 
every  militia  officer  in  the  House,  decidedly  against ;  tnea^ 
with  a  majority  of  only  eleven  votes,  to  force  down  a  meif 
jsure  subversive  of  a  principle  coeval  \yith  the  militia. instir 
lotion  from  its  very  just  establishment,  he  trusted  (he  cir- 
cumstance would  go  forth  strongly  .marked  to  tbe  notice  ojf 
the  country.    He  then  adverted  to  the  comparative  allut- 
ftioa  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke,  to 
the  petition  or  Lord  Chesterfield :  he  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  charged  the  volunteer  field-officers,  who 
resisted  this  measure  on  behalf  of  their  establishment,  to 
have  honour  in  their  mouths  but  money  in  their  hearts. 
ITe  was  glad  however,  that  the  honourable  colonel  near  kiof 
(Colonef  Bastard)  had,  as  it  behoved  him,  vindicated  the 
honour  of  the  militia  field-officers  from  such  an  imputation : 
and  although,  supposing  the  majority  of  eleven  to  be  still  in 
the  House,  it  would  be  useless  to  call  for  a  second  division, 
lie  should  give  to  I  he  last  his  decided  resistance  to  the  bill, 
Mr.  Wymtexmz  to  explain  that  part  of  his  speech  to 
which  so  unfair  an  allusion  had  just  been  made,  and  to 
observe,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  possessed  4. 
most  happy  facility  at  misconception,  wliencvcr  it  answer- 
ed his  purpose*     In  the  allusion  he  had  made,  he  had  not 
the  most  distant  intent  to  throw  any  such  imputation  upon, 
the  liberality  and  honourable  feelings  of  the  militia  field- 
officers  ;  he  merely  meant  to  refute  the  absurdity  of  th^ 
'  arguments  of  those  who  affected  to  advocate  their  cautff 
and  who  assumed  to  do  so  by  implicating  their  liberality. 
Mr.  Canning  rose  to  explain,  but  jvas  called  to  order 
from  the  chair  ;  and  after  a  few  observations  from  Colonel 
Mitford,  the  Question  that  the  birl  do  pass  was  put,  a*id 
the  House  again  divided  : — 

Aves    ---*•••        43 
Noes    - 21 


Majority 


29 


The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords, 


♦ 


INDIA    BUDGET. 


Lord  Morpeth  rose  and  moved  to  postpone  till  ifrujay 
the  further  consideration  of  the  liidia  pudget.      -    ' 

Mr. 


JtTt.*  16.]  :*«- %   llfttIA-  BUDGET »  (J5t 

-1  Jtfh  JZoJ^n  felt  it  fci$  duty  to  call  tlie  Mention  of  the 
House  to  this  most  important  subject,  and  to  express  hh 
astonishment  thnt  affairs  of  so  much  vital  importance  to 
this  country,  as  those  of  India,  Were  to  be  discussed  in  such 
thin  houses  as  this  business  had  hitherto  b(*en.  Whether 
the  India  Company  hereto  be  continued  by  a  renewal  df 
-their  charter  or  not,  their  affairs  ought  not  to  be  treated 
tritlrso  much  levity,  with  so  thin  an  attendance  of  menv 
bete,  and  more  especially  without  the  attendance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers.  Their  affairs,  as  he  was  taught  to  under- 
stand, were  in  a  most  embarrassed -and  deplorable  situation, 
ttlmoal,  indeed,  upon  the  brink  of  ruin.  It  was  declared 
<ftr  that  House,  that  a  loan  to  an  inconceivable  amount 
would  be  requisite  to  support  them  ;  but  whether  this  was 
1ci  be  a  loan  of  seven  millions  or  seventeen  millions,  or  what 
not,  he  thought  the  subject  was  one  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  be  discussed  in  that  bouse,  without  a  fyll  attend- 
ance of  members ;  and,  by  th«  blessing  of  God,  as  he 
never  would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  his  Majesty's  minis-, 
ters  to  say  he  did  not  attend,  he  would  make  it  a  point  of 
taking  any  measure  to  stop  the  proceedings  in  evi*ry  stage, 
unless  there  was  a  fuller  attendance,  and  more  especially  of 
hi*  Majesty's  ministers. 

Lord  Morpeth  wished  to  know,  upon  what  authority  the 
hon.  gentleman  stated  that  a -loan  would  be  wanted  for  the 
India  Company?  He  certainly  had  made  no  such  statement 
in  bringing  forward* the  company's  affairs;  nor  did  .he 
bear  any.  such  thing  mentioned  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  in  that  Mouse. 

->M  GVrtwf  also  disclaimed,  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
the  representation  of  their  affairs  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  which  he  could  not  sutler  to  pass  uncon- 
tradicted. He  knew  nothing  of  any  loan  proposed  or  de* 
sired  by  the  company  :  they  stood  not  in  need  of  such  as- 
tfcfitnce ;  nor  did  he  hear  any  thine  of  any  such  pro|M)sitioii 
with  Which  their  authority  or  wishes  were  connected :  a 
noble  tordj  indeed,  near  him  (Castlereogh),  in  his  speech 
the  preceding  night,  had  thrown  out  a  sujfgrriioit,  that  a 
loan  pf  fivfc  millions  might  Ik?  desirably  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  ft  he  company,  buttles  was.  a  mere  suggest  ion  iu  the 
course  af  speech,  wholly  ftnauMwiied  by  lh«  company. 
-  Mr.  JPaltll  defended  the*,  conduct,  and  approved  the  de- 
termination expressed  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Rob- 

4  T  %        m  ■  bon), 
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ton),  and  hoped  he  would  pertifet  is  liis  endeavonrs  to  ob- 
tain a  full  attendance  of  member*,  upon 'every  discussion  on 
Indian  affairs :  for  notwithstanding  the  declaration  just 
made  by  the  hon.  ex-director,  it  certainly  had  gone  forth 
that  the  company 'a  affaire  were  in  a  desperate  situation-. 
It  had  been  said,  not  by  himself,  but  by  a  worthy  alder- 
man opposite  to  htm,  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  and  although  the  noble  lord's  suggestion  of  a  loan 
in  his  speeeh  the  preceding  night,  might  net  be  admitted 
by  the  hon,  ex-director  as  an  official  authority  upon  the 
point,  yet  his  hon.  friend  had  a  right  to  consider  such  a  de- 
claration, coming  from  the  noble  lord,  as  good  authority 
upon  a  subject,  namely,  the  situation  of  the  company^  afc 
fairs,  in  which  the  noble  lord's  own  character  and  safely 
were  so  deeply  interested ;  for  it  was  no  secret  that  the 
noble  lord's  conduct  in  those  affairs  was  likely  to  become 
the  ground  of  very  serious  charges  from  an  -honourable 
member  of  that  House,  who  now  filled  an  extensive  spate 
in  the  public  eye. 

The  question  being  put,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  flame 
adjourned. 
<  ■»"' ■»»    '  ■■ 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    JULY    17. 

Lord  loftm  (Marquis  of  Ely)  took  the  oaths  and  Iris  scat. 
♦  In  th^  upped  u  t/1»mnley  r.  Lord  Dunsanyand  others," 
Mr.  Perceval  and  7vlr.  Richards  were  heard  far  the  respond- 
ents.    Fnrt hi. r  hf -ft ring  the  next  day. 

Mr.  f  iobhbif<e  and  several  other  members  of  the  Hoiift 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  royal  family  nnnurtic  sbljl, 
i lie  Irish  piistiige  bill,  Earl  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  the  Lon- 
don additional  force  repeal  bill,  the  lottery  bill,  andsfcme 
ether  bills,  which  were  read  a  first  time. 

The  militia  service  bill,  the  volunteer  officers  Tank  bill, 
the  sugar  hill,  the  silk  bounty  bill,  the  masts  bill,  the  rai- 
sin* bill,  the  *rnnpvwder  importation  bill,  <he  iitnkfceptfs' 
allowances  bill,  the  Gibraltar -and  Malta  trade  bill,  alfd 
the  Masters  in  Chancery  bill;  were  read  a  third  time  alnd 
passed 

The  Earl  of  Umerick  moved  the  order  of  thetlay  ftf 
taking  <n!o  consideration  the  resolutions  irt  the  House  nf 
Commons,  relative  tg  the  examination  of  Pters  before  fbo 

House, 
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Houses  not  bripg  Peon  of.  Parliament,  which  being  a  Biat- 
.test  of  privilege)  strangers  were  excluded* 

.AMERICAN  INTERCOURSE  BILL, 

/    «     i  ...  <  » 

The  discussion  lasted  for  upwards  of  two  honjs.  Wien 
are  were  fterodmittod,  we  found  •  •   ■ 

.  Lnrd Havkesbury  speaking  on  the  3d  reading  of  jthe 
^American  Intercourse  bill,  Hb  Lordship  deprecated  any 
depturttue  from  those  principles  on  which  our  navigation 
*]few$  were  founded,  and  to  which  we  were  indebted  tor  our 
maritime  superiority,  and  our  greatness  as  a  nation,  •  He 
did  not jnean  to  contend  that  there  might  not  be  cases  in 
-Which,  from  necessity,  the  general  principle  of  our.  naviga- 
tion laws  must  be  departed  from,  but  the  present  was  not 
sweh  a  case;  and  if  an  investigation  was  allowed  to  take 
place,  be  pledged  himself  to  bring  forward  merchants  of 
the  highest  respectability,  who  would  declare  that  such  a 
ineasure  as  the  present  was  wholly  unnecessary.  He  ob- 
jected that  this  bill  was  brought  forward,  and  all  invests 
.gation  refused. .  He  thought  also,  that  the  measure  was 
rendered  worst;  by  enacting  it  for  an  indefinite  period  ;  it 
would  be,  iu  his  mind,  much  bolter  to  limit  the  period  of  it* 
duration  to  the  1st  of  July  1807,  as  in  the  mean  time  an 
investigation  of  this  important  subject  might  take  place, 
find  Parliament  become  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of  the 
question* 

.Lord  Holland  contended  that  nothing  more  was.  meant 
by  this  bill  tjiun  to  vest  that  power  in  the  privy-council 
which  had  heretofore  been  exercised,  contrary  to  law,  by 
the,  governors  of  our  West  India  islands. %  That  the,  power 
of  allowing  our  West  India  islands  tq  be  supplied  from 
America,  should  be  lodged  somewhere,  was  demonstrable 
.fr.op  the  fatal  effects  which  a  contrary  policy,  that  of  re- 
stneting  our  colonies  to  a  supply  from  this  country  had 
produced  |n  those  islands,  when-  resorted  to  soon  after  the 
fermiijatiopof  the  American  war.  This  power,  he  contend* 
eg,  could  no  where  be  better  lodged  than  in  the  hands  of  his 
(^fajeity's  privy-council,  who  were  responsible  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  it,  and  who  were  more  likely  to  be  influenced  here 
by  British  interests,  than  the  governors  in  the  West  Indies, 
who,  from  their  jutuatiou,  we^e  necessarily  subject  to  be  Ope- 
rated upon  by  local  influence.  He  was  astonished  at  the  op- 
J>  sition  this  measure  met  with  in  all  its  stages,  particularly 
roni  those  who  hud  sanctioned  the 'governors  in  the  WesJ. 

Indies, 
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Indies*  iri  con ti Dually  violating  the  hw  from  necessity,  fdr 
the  purpose  of  admitting  a  supply  into  tbe  Wtest  Indies 
from  America,  and  who  thought  this  of  so  little  oonse* 
quencej  that  they  neglected  for  three  or  four  years  to  pass 
-a*rp  bill  of  indemnity . 

Lord  Eldon  maintained  that  there  was  a  material  dlflfP* 
jence  between  indemnifying  the  governors  in  the  W<Mf  la- 
dies for  those  acts,  and  passing  an  act  of  Parliament  to  le* 
Slize  the  principle.  The  great  object  of  onr  navigation 
n%  was  to  preserve  our  maritime  superiority,  and  they 
should  not  lightly  be  departed  from,  as  it  should  b*itf~ 
iherabcred  that  when  our  shipping  and  mariners  were  d*. 
creased,  those  of  other  nations  would  be  increased-;  and 
that  if,  in  the  event  of  a  peace,  there  was  not  employment 
in  our  mercantile  shipping  for  the  numerons  seamen  who 
would  b$  discharged,  many  of  them  might  enter  into  fo- 
reign service. 

Earl  Spencer  defended  the  bill,  which,  he  contended, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  general  principles  urged  on  the 
other  side,  it  being  only  to  give  a  power  tothe  privj*-c*rori« 
cil,  to  allow  tbe  importation  of  certain  articles  from  Ame- 
rica into  our  West  India  islands,  in  case  of  necessity,  art! 
in  order  to  prevent  any  ill  effects  arising  from  the  preca- 
rious nature  of  a  supply  restricted  wholly  to  tins  country. 
It  did  not,  however,  prevent  supplies  from  being  sent 
from  hence  in  British  shipping.  -     "  ? 

Lord  Hawk'eubnry  moved  an  amendment  to  limit  the 
duration  of  the  bill  to  tbe  1st  of  July,  1S07. 

Tht  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  the  amendment  eas 
tremely  inconsistent  with  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  t 
side,  as  it  went  to  acknowledge  a  principle  of  sftpplyfag 
the  West  Indies  from  America,  whether  hi  war  or  in  p&ce*  ' 
whilst  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  only  went  to  the  no 
cessily  of  doing  so  in  time  of  war. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Lord  Eldon  arid" 
Lord  Holland,  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  bill 
lead  a  third  time  and  passed. 

*  The*  remaining  bills  on  the  table  were  forwtiwfed  inthout 
fespectiro  stages^  and  the  House  adjourned.  -     • 

•  house  of  commons:";;;;;  ; 

THtfftRDAY,  JULY   17.  "*  "     '    ;  *" 

]'  The  right  honourable  T.  Grenville  took  t^e  oaths  and  hi* 
aeat  for  the  borough  of  Bucking Iihjii. 


JVLT  17.]  MISCELLANEOUS         i  •       -  <#& 

Mr.  Woolford,  from  the  treasury,  presented  an«acfcount 
of  i  the  addition  i».  the  public  ianded  debt,  subsequent 
to  .the  act  of  4he  25th  of  the  King.  Ordered  to  lie  oil 
the  table*    .,  .         .    .     :  * 

T{ie.  London,  additional  force  repeal  bill,  the  malt  duty 
amendment  bill,  the  royal  family  annuity  bill,  the  Irian 
petf  **ad»  bill,  and  Lord  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  were  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

.  The  printer  to  the  House  of  Commons  presented  an  ac- 
count ,of  the  expences  of  printing  all  the  papers  relative  to 
Jfriian  affiurt,.  with  the  exception  of  those  relative  to  tb? 
nabob  of  Arcot's  debts  and  the  budget,  during  the  present 
session,  with  the  dates  of  the  orders  and  the  time  they 
mere  delivered..  Ordered  to:  lie  on;  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed.   . 

Mr.  Meheux,  from  the  Jndia  Board,  presented  paperj 
relative  to  the  charges  against  Marqujs  Wellesley,  pursu- 
ant to  order  of  the  House.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

The  consolidated  fund  surplus  bill,  the  public  harbours 
bill,. the  customs  regulation  bill,  and  Macdowal*s estate  bill, 
were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
day. 

The  oak  bark  penalty  suspension  bin  was  reported. 

Lord  Folkestone^  notwithstanding  the  lateness  qf  the  pe-1 
riod  at  which  this  bill  was  brought  forward,  wished  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  it.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  certainpenal  provisions  respecting  the 
management  of  oak  bark.  The  interests  of  many  person^ 
were  concerned  in  this,  and  they  had  been  allowed  no  op- 
portnnity  to  examine  it,  and  state  their  objections,  on  Re- 
count of  the  suddenness  with  which. this  bill  had  ban 
brought  in  and  carried  forward,  dad  it  not  been  for  this, 
the  table  would  hjivp  been  crowded  with  petitions  against 
it.  There  had  been  no  prosecution  under  this  penal  statute 
for  40  years,  and  the  origin  of  the  bill  wis  this  : — A  person 
in  the  county  of  Hants  who  dealt  largely  in  this  article,  had 
managed  the  concern  in  a  manner  that  cave  offence,  ami. 
occasioned  inconvenience  to  certain  rivals  in  trade.  They 
commenced  a  prosecution  against  him  for  those  penalties, 
so  that  the  bill  might  be  called  a  bill  to  protect  nim  from 
this  prosecution,  lor  this  appeared  the  real  reason  of  its 
being  brought  before  the  House.  Now,  he  thought  that 
•  the 
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the  Hods?  should  pause  before  it  passed  a  bill  ttpon  such  a 
•light  ground  as  this,  for  supendihg  a  penal  statute.  He 
•hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill  would  be  delayed,  as  the  per- 
sons who  brought  it  in  were  not  present,  or  that  some 
member  *ould  teel  himself  authorised  to  put  it  off  tot  the 
Session. 

Mr.  Bj/tig  said)  that  the  noble  lord  who  brought  in  the 
bill  being  absent,  a  satisfactory  answer  could  not  at  pre- 
sent  be  given  ;  but  if  the  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  would 
state  his  objections  on  the  third  reading,  he  would,  no 
doubt,  have  such  an  answer,  as  the  nature. of  the  case  re* 
quired.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
the  next  day. 

The  pilots'  regulation  bill  was  committed  and  reported. 
The  report  ordered  to  be  further  considered  that  day  sc'n* 
night,  (put  off  till  next  session.) 

The  crown  lands  lease  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  the  next  day. 

An  account  was  presented,  pursuant  to  order,  of  the  of- 
fices and  salaries  annexed  thereto,  which  are  held  by  certain 
members  of  the  royal  family ;  of  which  account,  as  fara$ 
we  could  collect,  the  following  is  a  copy : 
The  Prince  of  Wales,  as  colonel  of  the  10th 
dragoons       -  -  r  -     j£.l,065  17   6 

The  Duke  of  York,  as  ranger  of  Windsor 
Forest,  rated  at 

Allowance  for  fire-wood,  Arc. 

For  New  Lodge,  &c.  -  x- 

As  Commander  in  Chief  -    • 

For  first  regiment  of  Guards,  rated         * 

As  Colonel  of  the  60th  regiment 

The  Duke  of  Clarence,  for  half-pay 

For  Bushy  Park 

The  Duke  of  Kent,  first  regiment  of  foot 

As  Governor  of  Gibraltar 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  as  colonel  of  the 
15th  regiment  - 

As  Lieutenant-general  on  the  staff,  &c. 

The  Duke  of  Cambridge,  as  colonel  of  the 

'    Coldstream  regiment  of  guards 

The  Duke  of  Sussex,  as  lioutenant-general 

on  the  staff 

The  Duke  of  G  loucester,  dit  to 

1  The 


40   0   0 

11    0   0 

30   0   0 

3,371     1    S 

668    0   0 

238    0   0 

730   0   0 

1S8    9  8 

775  1*   6 

3,643    0   0 

1,085  17   6 
1,348    8   6 

668   S  7 

1,348   8  0 
1.348   8  »        i 
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The  account  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  f 

t  Mr.  Moore  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Commit  tec  ap- 
pointeU  to  examine  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  in 
1804,  upon  t]ic  subject  of  a  petition  from  the  journeymen  ' 
calico-printers  ;  and  the  following  resolution  of  this  Com- 
mittee was,  according  to  motion,  read  by  tne  clerk  at 
Use  table;    •     .  .  * 

'.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
matters  in  dispute  between  the  masters  and  journey  men. 
iu,  the  calico-printing  trade  might  be  amicably  adjusted, 
.  inasmuch  as  they  possess  the  means  amongst  themselves^ 
As  will  be  found  amply  aud  circumstantially-  detailed  in  the 
jpport,  and  that  time  be  allowed  to  effect  the  same,  with  a 
view  to  preclude  those  legislative  provisions,  for.  which, 
otherwise,  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  apply  in  the 
next  session  of  Parliament/' 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table,  and  to  be 
printed.     Adjourned.  .  . 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,'  J<7LY    18. 

In  the  appeal  Charnlcy  v>  Lord  Dunsany  and  others,. 
Mr.  Richards  was  heard  for  the  respondents.  Further 
hearing  on  Monday. 

Strangers  were,  for  a  short  time,  excluded,  whilst  the 
House  again  discussed  the  matter  of  privilege,  which  was" 
under  discussion  the  preceding  daj\ 

On  our  readiuissitm  we  found 

The  liishop  of  Winchester  spending  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  philanthropic  society  bill.  His  lord- 
ship objected  principally  to  the  enactment  in  the  bilj  rela- 
tive to  the  appointment  of  a  chaplain  to  officiate  in  the 
chapel  of  the  institution  without  tne  consent  of  the  rector 
of  the  parish.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  postpone  ttie 
third  reading  of  the  bill  for  two  months. 

A  conversation  of  some  length  ensued,. 

Lord  Eldon  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  supported  the  ob- 
jections urged  bythe  Bishop  of  Winchester,  aud  maintained 
that  the  rights  of  the  rector  as  established  in  a  geiicral  prin- 
ciple of  law  ou^ht  not  to  be  invaded. 

Karl  Spencer  entered  into  a  description  of  the  nature  nnd 
objects  of  the  institution,  which  he  contended  v.as  an  es- 
tablishment calculated  to  produce  the  nlcst  beneficial  eflccts 

?ol.  HI.  ISQj-ti.  '4'  U  to 
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ti  the  community.  He  thought  the  appointment  of  the 
chaplain  sufficiently  guarded  tor  every  purpose  that  could 
tys  wished  for  the  sake  of  the  interest  of  the  church. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asnph  supported  the  arguments  of 
£arl  Spencer ;  and  the  Bishop  of  Ossory  supported  the 
ipotion. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Eldon,  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Lord  Eldon  then  moved  an  amendment  for  the  purpose 
of  rendering  the  consent  of  the  Tector  necessary  to  the  ap-* 
pointment  of  the  chaplain  to  the  institution.     This  was 
supported  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  and  Lord  Redes- 
dale,  and  opposed  by  Larl  Spencer. 

After  sonic  further  conversation  the  House  divided. 
Contents      -.       -        -        -         9 
Not-Contents  9 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  amendment  was  negatived, 
And  the  bill  passed. 

The  bankrupt  laws  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
with, an  amendment,  proposed  by  Lord  Rcdcsdale,  for  the 
purpose  of  more  effectually  preventing  frauds. 

The  ordnance  lands  bill,  the  chancery  clerks  bill,  the 
tftien  drawback  bill,  'the  seamen's  families  bill,  and  the 
Ji'cU-rock  light-house  bill,  were  also  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Alexander,  and  several  othor  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  charitable  institution  bill, 
rtie  consolidated  fund  bill,  the  public  harbours  bill,  the  cus- 
toms regulation  bill,  and  the  oak  bark  bill,  which  were  read 
a  first  time. 

The  Toyal  family  annuities  bill,  the  lot fery  bill,  the  mi- 
litia officers  pay  bill,  Karl  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  the  Irish 
postage  bill,  and  the  London  additional  force  repeal  bill, 
were  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 
.   The  wood  and  forests  regulation  bill,  the  auditors'  bill, 
the  Windsor  forest  bill,  Lord  llodney's  annuity  bill,  theV 
stage-coach  bill,  the  warehousing  bill,  and  the  Irish  hops 
Vill,  passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported. . 
.    Colonel  Drinkwater,  from t  the  commissioners  of  military 
inquiry,  presented  the  second  report  of  that  board,  whick 
was  ordered  to  lie  ou  tbe  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Adjourn*), 

JfOU-SE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    .ItfLY    18; 

Mr.  Closs,  from  the  commissioners  of  -military  inquiry, 
presented  the  second  report  of  that  board.  Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  gentleman  from  the  commissioners  for  Westminster- 
bridge  presented  their  annual  account.  Ordered  to  lie  ou 
the  table. 

Mr.  R.  Mifford,  fro:n  the  commissioners  of  northern 
light-houses,  presented  an  abstract  of  their  accounts. 

The  receiver-general  of  the  customs  bill,  •the  crown-lands 
lease  bill,  and  the  oak-bark  bill,  were  severally  n*ad  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  Monday,  rela- 
tive to  the  estates  belonging  to  the  Crown  in  Westminster, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  capital. 

A  person  from  the  tax-office  presented  an  account  of  the 
salaries  to  the  commissioners  for  the  redemption  of  the  land- 
lax, 

PUBLIC  HARBOURS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  public  har- 
bours bill, 

Sir  William  Elford  admitted  that  it  was  a  bill  of  great 
public  concern,  and  one,  to  the  principle  of  which  no  man 
could  object ;.  but,  when  he  looked  into  the  body  of  the 
bill,  it  was  impossible- not  to  perceive,  tljat  every  person 
who  had  property  on  almost  every  river  and  stream  in  the 
country,  must,  by  its  operation,  be  subjected  to  great  incon- 
venience, in  so  far  as  it  went  to  prohibit  thecrection  of  any 
embankment,  jetty,  or  any  work  whatever,  in  any  harbour, 
or  on  any  river,  rivulet,  or  stream,  connected  with  the 
same,  without  giving  notice  to  the  admiralty.  This,  ho 
was  afraid,  would  be  found  a  great  hardship,  as  there  was. 
Jiardly  any  running  water  which  was  not,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  connected  with  the  sea,  and  of  course  with  some  one 
harbour  or  other. 

Sir  C.  Pole  stated,  that  all  that  was  required  was  notice 
'of  any  intended  erection.  If  not  interdicted,  the  party 
giving  the  notice  would  then  have  power  to  proceed  with- 
out farther  delay.  This,  he  submitted,  was  not  too  great 
a  sacrifice  to  be  made  for  the  sake  of  averting  what  might 

4U?  b« 
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be  detrimental  to  the  anchorage,   and  of  course,  to  the 
commerce,  of  the  dountry.  ,    '  '        •       ' 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question 
that  the  bill  do  pass,  some  farther  conversation  took  pl^u*, 
and  . 

Mr.  Foster  moved  that  the  bill  be  confined  to  Great 
Britain, 

This,  hoy/ever,  was  passed  from,  and  words  were  intro- 
duced limiting  the  restriction  to  all  public  harbours,  and 
"  every  river  communicating  therewith,  so  far  as  the  tide 
flows  up  the  ;*.mc.V 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to 

the  Lords.  4  ••••.. 

>         » 

BARRACKS. 

The  Secretary  at  J  Far  rose  to  move  for  some  papers  ia 
the  barrack  department,  in  order  to  disprove  the  assettiorifc 
made  by  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Robson)  the  evening- 
before  last.  He  accordingly  moved  for  an  account  of  the 
disposal  of  the  sums  received  by  the  barrack-master-gene* 
xal  for  rent  of  canteens,  at  the  several  temporary  barrack?, 
and  also  for  manure  sold  tliQrefirom  since  1798. 

Mr.  Robson  thought  it  most  extraordinary,  that  it  hap- 
pened of  late,  that  the  very  papers  which  his  Majesty's 
ministers  opposed,  and  refused,  when  called  for  by  nis 
inotions,  should,  in  an  evening  or  two  after,  be  moverf 
for  by  themselves.  This  was  the  case  some  time  since*, 
Hvith  regard  to  a  mo! ion  made  by  him  for  papers  in  the' bar- 
rack department,  which  was  resisted  by  the  noble  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Uxcliequer,  and  yet  he  himself,  two  nights  at 
tcrwards,  moved  for  Mie  very  same  papers.  Two  evenings 
ago,  he  had  rrfov^d  for  the  very  papers  now  called  for  by 
the  right  lion.  St  cretAry  at  War,  and  in  the  very  same 
Hvordfc,  -and  his  mo' ion  was  refused.  If  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters persisted  in  this  kind  of  conduct,  it  would  have 
>vith  the  public  a  very  odd  appearance. 
-  The  Secretary  at  War  said  it  was  not  his  wish  to  have 
opposed  any  of  the  motions  for  papers  made  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  on  the  ni^ht  he  alluded  to,  and  he  had  so 
avowed  himself.  Tire  motion  he  made  the  House  h^l 
thought  proper  to  negative;  and  if  the  honourable  mom* 
ber  had  thought  fit  to  divide  the  House  upon  the  question, 
he-should  have  had  the  honour  lo  have  divided  along  with 
him.    • 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Robson  said,  he  had  another*  motion  to  bring 
forward  o>i  this  subject  on  Monday  evening  preparatory  to 
which  it  was  his  wish,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  military  enquiry,  laid 
that  night  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  might 
be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table  for  another, da)',  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  perusing  it.  If  not,  he  must 
bring  forward  his  motion  in  the  best  way  he  could  without 
it.  If  the  report  was  sent  to  the  printer's,  it  was  of  sucn 
voluminous  extent,  that  it  could  not  be  finished  before  the 
House  would  break  up,  and  would  not,  of  course,  be  seen 
by  the  members  until  next  session.  But  his  object  was  to 
put  as  speedy  a  stop  as  possible  to  tho  system  of  peculation 
still  going  on,  instead  of  suffering  it  to  proceed,  and  turn- 
ing to  retrospective  considerations  in  the  first  instance. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  honourable  gentleman,  tht 
report  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  it  was  not  cus^ 
tomary  When  such  an  order  was  made,  to  interpose  any  de- 
lay, without  the  specht .order  of  the  House. 

Ij6rd  Henri/  Petti/  hoped  the  honourable  member  Yonld 
have  no  objection  to  signify  the  nature  and  object  of  his    . 
motion  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Jiobson  answered,  that  as  he  never  wished  to  bring 
forward  any  matter  of  this  nature,  without  being  ground* 
-ed  on  statements  made  to  him  upon  affidavits,  he  was  not 
yet  prepared  to  explain  particulars.  His  object,  however, 
was  to  detect  and  expose  a  system  of  the  most  flagitious 


conduct  of  Mr.  A&ins,  late  barrack-master  of  Sandown, 
Isle  of  Wight,  pursuant  to  an  order  made  on  Mr.  llob- 
son's  motion  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Paull  hoped  those  papers  would  be  printed  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members,  in  order  to  vindicate  the  conduct 
and  the  honour  of  a  much-injured  gentleman,  of  whom, 
though  lie  knew  nothing  personally, yet  he  knew  hischarao 
ter ;  that  he  was  a  galhint  officer,  ami  had  served  with  high 
distinction  in  the  West  Indies  last  war ;  that  he  had  received 
his  appointment  as  barrack-master  at  the  Jsle  of  Wight,  in 
consequence pf  a  very  high  recommendation  of  his  character 
£nd  services  to  his  right  honourable  frigid,  the  secretary 
for  the  colonial  department  •  that  he  had  conducted  him- 
kif  without  the  slightest  bjcjnish  to  his  conduct  or  charac-% 
*  • '   '•  *     •  ter 
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ler  in  ijiat  department,  until  he  had  disclosed  to  the  head 
(4  it  the  peculations  he  had  discovered,  and  solicited  to  be 
temoved  from  Sandown  to  some  other  place,  when  he  would 
wake  still  more  ample  disclosures  of  delinquencies  which 
came  to  his  knowledge;  then,  and  not  before,  charges 
verc  made  against  him  by  the  party  who  had  been  injured 
Jn  consequence  of  the  discovery  he  had  made  ;  and  he  was 
dismissed  without  any  opportunity  being  allowed  him  for 
4 is  vindication,  without  'being  heard  in  his  defence,  or 
confronted  with  his  accusers,  as  he  had  intreatcd.  ([Here 
$lr-  Paul!  read  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Atkins  to  the 
Secretary  at  War,  acknov.  iedging  the  receipt  of  his  letter  of 
ilLsnissal,  ex  pressing*  his  astonishment,  and  requesting  to 
be  confronted  with  his  accusers;  and  the  secretary '&  an- 
swer, declining  that  proceeding,  and  alleging  it  not  to 
he  the  usage  of  the  office.]  Mr.  Paul!  added,  if  this  gen- 
tleman was  to  be  dismissed  for. only  making  a  disclosure 
'vhich  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  ;  if  others  were  not  also 
tiLsmisscd  upon  the  same  ground,  it  must  be  considered  a 
ievcre  hardship  and  injustice  inflicted. upon  an  unfortunate 
grofleman  with  a  family  of  six  children %  and  to  w^iom  he 
thought  some  reparation  ought  to  be  made. 

Tie  Secretary  at  If  ar  answered^  that  it  was  to  tli3  bar- 
sack-master  general,  and  not  to  him,  that  Mr.  Atkins 
ought  to  have  appealed  ;  and  that  the  papers  produced 
u«mld  contradict  almost  every  word  which  had  been 
ftllcgcu  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Jiobson  thought  it  extremely  severe  arid  unjust  to 
Live  punished  Mr.  Atkins  upon  the  affidavit  which  was 
jtttegeU  as  the  ground  of  his  dismissal,  without  hearing 
jkim  in  his  defence,  and  when  there  were  three  other  affida- 
vits in  direct  contradiction  to  that  upon  which  he  was  dis* 
mis  ed. 

Tkc  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 

A  message  from  the  Lords  intimated  their  lordships? 
pwicnrrence  in  the  West  India  American  intercourse  bill, 
the  fri^h  militia  bill,  the  Irish  quit  rents  bill,  the  masters 
pi  chancery  further  allowance  bill,  the  sugar  ami  silk  ex- 
port bounty  bills,  the  excise  law  amendment  bill,  the  Iri^h 
gunpowder  bill,  the  Irish  bottled  French  wine  import  6ill, 
tfre  American  mast  bill,  the  Gibraltar  and  Malta  American 
l»*debiU,  the  ii\*: -keeper*'  military  subsistence  bill,  and 
atnerul  private,  bills. 

*,    £*i*  Arthur  WellesTey  meved  for  tye  production  of  some 
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further  India  papers,  in  defence  of  Marquis  Wcliesiat, 
which  were  ordered.  • 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  usual  allowances,  at  the 
end  of  every  session,  to  the  chairman  of  the  ways  ntikf 
means,  the  principal  and  assistant  clerks,  the  scrjeant  at 
arms,  and  clerk  of  the  journals,  which  were  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  Johnstone  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  resuming 
the  debate  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  which  or- 
der being  read, 

Mr.  Johnston*  observed,  that  the  resolutions  which  he 
had  to  move  upon  this  subject  differed  so  little  from -the 
state  of  the  public  debt,  as  laid  down  by  the  noble  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  agreed  so  closely  with  hit 
statenicn's  in  all  the  general  results,  that  it  was  hardly 
worth  troubling  the  House  by  going  into  a  minute  detail 
upon  the  subject.  There  were,  however,  cr.eor  two  points 
which  called  for  ob-ervation.  On  the  commencement  of 
'  the  present  war*  a  hope  had  been  pretty  strongly  stated  oa 
the  other  side  of  the  Houj-e,  by  an  honourable  gentleman, 
that  the  war  might  be  carried  on  without  any  new  increase 
of  the  public  debt ;  and  yet  it  now  appeared,  that  not- 
withstanding the  ample  increase  of  revenue  which  had  been 
voted  as  war-taxes,  ami  the  new  heavy  burthens  imposed 
Upon  the  country,  the  public  debt  had  been  increased 
seventy  millions  within  the  Inst  four  years,  although  the 
product  of  the  war-taxes  within  that  time  had  exceeded 
their  estimates  by  two  millions.  He  did  not  wish  to  expa- 
tiate  farther  upon  this  subject  now,  in  the  absence 'of  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansittart)  who  had  hdd  vntL 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country  this  flattering  hope,  wbicfc 
he  {Mr.  Johnstone)  foresaw  at  the  time  was  not  likely  to  be 
verified.'  Another  subject  for  observation  was,  that^  not- 
withstanding the  productive  success  of  the  war-taxes,  and 
the  very  advantageous  Itoms  that  had  been  made  since  tlie 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  yet  comparing  the  four 
years  of  the  present  war  with  the  four  last  years  of  the  pre- 
ceding, it  would  appear,  that  the  loans  made  in  both  were 
very  nearly  equal ;  for  in  the  former  the  sums  borrowed  in 
fonrjears  was  sixty-nine  millions,  and  in  the  hitter  sixty* 
•even  millions,  while  the  quantify  of  stock  at  market  re- 
mained still  pretty  much  the  same.  Mr,  Johnstone  thai 
proceeded  to  move  his  resolutions  ;  the  first  of  which'  was, 
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that  the  public  debt  of  the  nation,  on  the  1st  of  March* 
flOSy  was  667,008,917/. 

Ldtd  Henry  Petty  felt  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing*, 
on  the  subject  of  the  general  resolutions  of  the  honourable 
g&Uleman,  as  they  so  nearly  accorded  with  the  statement  he 
nad  himself  made ;.  and  with  respect  to  the  accumulation 
of  the  public  debt,  in  consequence  of  (he  exceeding  of  the 
war  ex  pences  beyond  what  wasoriginally  conjecturea,  he  had 
only  to  say  7- that  it  must  have  been  impossible  to  state  more 
than  mere  conjecture  as  tor  what  might  be  the  probable  ex* 
pences  of  a  war,  in  the  outset  of  which  the  possible 
chances  and  events,  and  consequently  the  true  cxpence  of 
which,  it  must  be  impossible  for  human  foresight  to  calcu- 
late upon  any  scale  of  accuracy-!  added  to  this,  however 
accurate  such  calculations  might  be,  they  must  be  founded 
upon  the  rate  of  things  as  they  stood  at  the  time  ;  but  every 
one  must  know,  that  by  the  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
rise  upon  every  necessary  of  life,  and  abriost  every  article 
of  supply  since  that  time,  and  the  total  change  of  charac- 
ter the  war  had  assumed,  especially  in  the  kite  unfortunate 
campaign  upon  the  continent,  ex  pences  had  accrued  to  an 
extent  which  it  was  equally  impossible,  in  the  outset,  for 
human  wisdom  to  foresee  or  to  avoid. 

Dr.  Laurence,  made  a  few  observations  to  the  same  ef- 
fect, and  said  (he  objections  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  best  answered  by  the  reply  quoted  v\  a  classic 
ahxthor  upon  a  similar  occasion,  u  that  war  was  a  devour-' 
ins?  animal,  and  Mould  be. restrained  by  no  prescribed  re- 
gimen." 

Lord  Henry  Petty  then  moved  to  postpone  till  Monday' 
tfce  further  consideration  of  the  remaining  resolutions. 

INDIA    AFFAIRS. 

The  House  having  gone  into  the  committee  for  the  fur- 
ther examination  of  the  Indian  accounts, 

Mr.  Tynohit  Jones  put  a  question  to  Lord  Morpeth, 
about  a  balance  of  (i00,000/.  due  to  the  company  on  the 
part  of  go\ernm«ttt. 

Lord  Morpeth  referred  to  his  former  statements. 

Mr.  Johnstone  stated,  that  by  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  the  company  on 
government,  it  appeared  that  two  millions  and  a  half  were 
then  due  to  the  company.  Two  millions  had  since  beei* 
paid  by  government,  but  the  remaining  half-million  ap- 
peared still  unaccounted  for. 

11  Mr. 
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Mr.  Jonei  said,  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  statement 
of  the  noble  lord  (Morpeth),  which  he  regretted  much,  as 
he  understood  it  was  very  clear  and  perspicuous,  but  he 
wished  toknowwhether  the  company's  accounts  were  settled 
or  not  ?  Hie  then  put  several  questions  to  the  loble  lord, 
respecting  various  points  of  his  statements. 

Mr.  Laurence  spoke  to  order.  He  thought  it  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  the  House,  that,  when  the  question  for  their 
determination  was  only  respecting  a  single  year,<iny  mem- 
ber should  think  himself  at  liberty  to  ask  all  manner  of 
questions*  When  the  debate  was  disposed  of,  he  certainly 
might  find  opportunities  enough  of  asking  the  noble  lord 
any  questions  he  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  Hobhousc  (the  chairman  of  the  committee),  consi- 
dered that  it  was  the  custom  upon  India  budgets,  for  the 
member  who  brought  them  forward,  to  take  a  very  wide 
range  into  the  general  situation  of  the  affairs  of  India,  pre- 
paratory to  moving  his  first  resolution,  and  that  therefore 
it  was  allowed  to  other  members,  to  take  a  considerable  la- 
titude in  speaking  upon  that  question.  As  to  the  right  of 
asking  questions,  he  belie  veil  the  rule  Was  this :  every  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  put  questions,  but  the  person  to  whom 
they  were  put,  might  answer  them  or  not  as  he  thought  pro- 
per. 

Mr.  Jones  said,  that  if  the  learned  doctor  wished  to 
make  a  speech  upon  tjic  subject  himself,  he  should  sit  down 
with  pleasure.  He  was  prepared  to  meet  him  on  every 
point  which  he  had  stated,  and  as  the  learned  doctor  was  so 
fall  of  brevity,  the  House  would  no  d  mbt  be  very  much 
delighted  with  hearing  him.  If  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  to  put  his  questions,  he  should  take  another  oppor- 
tunity. 

Dr.  Laurence  said,  he  might  take  whatever  opportunity 
he  pleased,  and  he  need  not  expect  that  he  would  rn^et  him 
on  any  of  his  points. 

Air.  Panll  considered  that  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord  (Morpeth)  was  the  only  full  and  honest  state- 
ment the  country  had  had  of  the  affairs  of  India  from  any 
minister  for  the  last  twenty-two  years.  He  contended,  that 
the  deficits  of  the  years  1804  and  1805,  amounting  to  six 
millions,  together  with  a  loan  of  four  millions,  would  make 
it  necessary  to  raise  ten  millions  in  the  course  of  1807,  to 
defray  them.  He  wished  that  an  honourable  gentleman, 
(Mr-  Johnstone)  had,  instead  of  directing  his  mind  to  the 
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general  finances  of  the  country,  rather  confined  his  atten- 
tion to  the  affairs  of  India,  wiih  which  he  was  so  well  ao 
quainted.  lie  would  have  done  the  country  more  service 
in  giving  his  information  on  the  financial  situation  of  the 
company,  than  in  bringing  violent  charges  against  his 
Maj  sty's  ministers  for  having  (most  properly,  as  he 
thought)  recalled  Sir  George  Barlow  from  India.  He  was 
sure  that  it  was  never  before  considered,  either  in  Europe  or 
in  India,  that  Sir  George  Barlow  was  fit  for  any  thing 
more  than  the  temporary  government  of  India.  He 
thought  the  governor-general  ought  to  be  a  man  of  rank 
and  character  in  this  country,  and  not  a  servant  of  the 
company,  a-ul  til  t  his  Majesty's*  ministers  acted  perfectly 
right  in  recalling  him,  A  f  ef  paying  hi^h  compliments  to 
administration  and  the  noble  lord  (Lor;!  Morpeth)  for  lay* 
ing  the  first  honest  account  of  the  finances  of  India  be- 
fore Paili.iment,  he  pointed  out  some  particulars  in  which 
he  thought  tlie  statements  were  erroneous. 

Lord  Cast/neap:/;  ex  pressed  some  surprise  at  the  patience 
with  which  the  lion,  and  learned  gentleman  (Dr.  Lau- 
rence) listened  to  this  discussion  about  Sir  George  Barlow, 
and  to  the  compliments  pi  id  to  ministers,  without  think* 
ing  it  necessary  tov  speak  to  order,  especially  as  he  had 
i/.  u!e  a  speech  of  two  hours  and  a  half  in  length,  on  a  for- 
mer night,  in  which,  no  doubt,  he  never  wandered  in  the 
smallest  degree  IV  »m  the.  point  then  before  the  House. 

j\[r.  T.  Jones  hoped  that  he  would  not  be  thought  per- 
tinacious, but  he  wished  to  lie  allowed  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations, as  he  stood  pledged  in  some  degree  to  the 
Ifjnse  on  (his  subject.  He  had,  in  1801,  stated  that  the 
debt  of  the  company  was  20  millions.  This  had  now 
clculv  turned  out  to  be  the  fact.  He  had  then  met  with 
a  great  deal  of  opprobrium,  and  was  asked  to  have  pa- 
tience. He  had  h.'id  patience,  and  the  result  was,  that  the 
com;  any,  as  had  been  stated  by  an  honourable  nldermau 
(Prinsep),  was  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  and  that  their 
debt  was  nearer  40  millions  than  30.  He  was  therefore 
fully  justified  in  v. hat  he  had  said,  and  the  persons  at  the 
India,  board,  whether  they  were  called  comptrollers,  or 
any  thing  else,  wo.  Id  soon,  it  appeared,  be  only  the  as- 
signees of  bankrupts. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  bank- 
ruptcy. He  would  not  enter  upon  the  particulars  of  he 
accounts,  however,  as  it  was  painful  to  him  to  look  at  the 

$  situation 


JVJjY  18.]  INDIA  AtfFAIJttS;  707 

situation  of  the  company.  But  thai  situation  was  still  not 
so  gloomy  us  it  hail  been  represented  by  the  honourable 
gendernnn.  As  to  the  loans,  he  hoped  the  persons  who 
held  them  would  renew  their  engagements,  But  he  depre- 
cated  the  transferring  them  to  this  country  ^  and  warned 
the  directors  not  to  ask  such  a  thing  of  Parliament,  for 
the  minister  of  the  day  would  1x5  strongly  tempted  to  grasp 
at  a  share  of  the  patronage,  which  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  |hLs  country.  lie  begged  (lie  House  to 
consider  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  a ,  patronage 
over  3,000,000/.  sterling,  in  addition  to  what  was  already 
possessed  by  the  government.  Any  inconvenience  of  trade 
was  better  than  that  tbe  minister  should  acquire  such  an 
extraordinary  power.  He  meant  this  as  no  particular  re- 
flection, but  mentioned  it  as.  applying  to  any  minister. 
As  to  the  case  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  his  opinion  was  un- 
altered. Even  though  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Paull)  had  said  should  be  correct,  still  his  observations 
wore  proper.  Ministers  had  gratuitously  appointed  him 
on  the  Sb'th  of  February,  and  removed  him  14  ilays  after. 
Now,  why  was  he  appointed  at  all,  if  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  remove  him  so  soon  ?  All  .the  powers  of  governor- 
general  would  have  remained  with  him  by  devolution  till 
the  appointment  of  a  successor,  except  the  power  of  ex- 
ercising the  highest  functions  of  the  office  without  the 
consent  of  tho  council — a  power  so  extraordinary,  that  it 
had  never  been  exercised.  The  charge  therefore  remained 
in  full  force. 

Sir  Arthur  TVelleslet/  observed,  that  the  loans  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Paull)  stated  would  be- 
come due  in  1807,  would,  in  fact,  not  be  due  till  1809-10. 
In  the  Mahralta  war,  the  expeuces  had  been  great,  but 
the  services  had  also  been  great,  and  in  no  instance  was 
there  so  much  service  at  less  expencc.  The  sinking  fund 
in  India  had  had  <rrcat  etiicacy  in  keeping  down  the  dis- 
count on  the  government  securities,  ami  in  enabling  the 
company  to  obtain  loans  at  Jo»v  interest,  and  in  fact  they 
had  of  Ujte  obtained  them  at  8  per  cent.' 

il/r.  Paull  observed,  that  they  had  not  obtained  tbem  at 
less  than  14  per  cent,  and  accounted  for  the  honourable 
general's  mistake,  by  stating  that  more  than  two- thirds  of 
the  loans  were  made  at  Luckuow  and  Benares,  and  the  se- 
curity given  on  the  Calcutta  rupees,  which  were  of  a 
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higher  value.  He  adverted  to  the  charter  of  the  com- 
pany, and  contended  that  they  were  indebted  to  govern* 
ment  in  the  sum  of  5  or  6  .millions,  and  that  government 
had  a  right  to  seize  upon  their  buildings,  plate,  &c.  &c. 
for  the  debt.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed,  that  they  were  to 
have  their  charter  for  nothing. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  explained* 

Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep  agreed  with  the  honourable  gc- 
neral,  that  the  sinking  fund  lowered  the  rate  of  interest  in 
India,  but  could  go  with  him  no  further. 

Mr.  Grant  observed,  that  as  to  the  claim  of  the  500,000/. 
a  year  from  the  company,  it.  was  only  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  company  at  home ;  and  the  late 
minister,  who  was  sufficiently  desirous  of  finding  out  any 
resource  that  could  assist  the  supplies,  was  convinced  that, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  claim  could  not 
lie  substantiated.  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of  the  com- 
pany had  been  improved  in  India,  and  that  loans  were 
made  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  But  the  reason  was,  that 
better  security  was  given.  Instead  of  bonds  in  India, 
payable  at  a  very  late  period,  Marquis  Wellesley  had 
given  security  in  England.  He  thought  this,  however,  a 
very  improper  mode  of  proceeding,  as  it  subjected  the 
company  to  sudden  and  large  demands,  and  besides,  it 
was  too  great  a  power  to  entrust  to  any  Governor,  who 
might  use  it  as  a  resource,  when  he  had  large  views,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  company*  The  government  at  home 
ought,  indeed,  to  restrict  the  governor-general  on  this 
point.  As  to  saying  that  the  directors  had  approved  of 
this  because  they  were  silent,  he  would  not  enter  upon 
this.  The  fact  was,  they  had  long  endured  many  things 
of  which  they  did  not  approve.  But  he  certainly  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  giving  this  sort  of  security  ought  not  to 
be  formed  into  a  system.  With  regard  to  the  exchange 
between  Lucknow  and  Calcutta,  he  was  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  Paull). 
The  exchange  between  Madras,  the  several  pitsidencies,and 
Calcutta,  was  very  expensive ;  and  what  with  that  and 
the  bonuses,  he  would  venture  to  sav,  that  those  loans 
were  the  most  expensive  ever  made.  With  regard  to  the 
sinking  fund,  it  was  not  of  the  nature  of  the  sinking  fund 
in  England,  for  instead  of  being  composed  of  the  produce 
of  the  taxes  raised  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  it,  it  was 

taken 
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taken  from  the  mass  of  the  money  which  would  have  gone 
in  some  other  shape  to  the  discharge  or  diminution  of  tho 
debt,  and  therefore  he  did  not  think  it  of  much  use. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt  Jones,  Mr.  Paull,  and  Mr.  Grant,  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  Martin  commented  on  the  construction  of  the  act 
by  which  the  company  held  their  charter,  and  said  that  it 
Clearly  appeared  from  it,  that  when  the  company  were  in 
straitened  circumstances  the  payment  was  only  suspended, 
and  they  now  were  debtors  to  the  public  for  six  millions. 
The  only  excuse  must  be  their  inability  to  pay,  and  he 
hardly  thought  that  this  excuse  would  be  resorted  to,  as  it 
would  amount  to  a  confession  that  they  had  been  insolvent 
ever  since  the  year  1793. 

Lord  Castlercagh  ascribed  the  debts  of  the  company  ta 
the  wars  in  Europe  and  India,  into  the  policy  of  whith 
that  was  not  the  proper  time  to  enter.  European  war 
alone  had  that  effect,  by  increasing  the  cxpencc  of  freight, 
and  still  more  when  Indian  war  was  added.  The  only 
limit  to  their  commerce  was  that  of  the  limit  of  the  Indian 
market,  and  their  general  trade  to  India  and  China 
amounted  fo  two  millions  a  year,  while  they  extended  the 
trade  in  British  woollens,  even  to  their  own  injury.  As  to 
1he  credit  of  the  company,  that  appeared,  from  the  state  of 
their  funds,  as  high  as  that  of  the  country,  and  he  saw  no 
reasons  for  those  gloomy  speculations  in  which  some  gen- 
tlemen indulged.  It  seemed  therefore  unjustifiable  to  at- 
tempt to  injure  their  credit,  by  assertions  that  they  were  in 
a  state  of  insolvency,  lie' defended  his  former  observer 
tionswith  regard  to  a  loan  from  this  country,  though  he 
did  not  think  that  their  financial  situation  immediately 
required  it,  or  that  they  themselves  had  expressed  any 
wish  for  it.  On  the  whole,  he  did  not  cnterlain  more 
gloomy  prospects  with  regard  to  the  company  than 
he  did  with  respect  to  the  country  in  general.  He  never 
Could  look  on  their  debt  as  entirely  commercial,  but  as 
contracted  for  fhe'hipport  of  onr  empire  in  India ;  and  if 
by  any  operation  it  could  be  transferred  io  this  country 
'from  India,  and  the  interest  reduced  from  nine  to  five  pjr 
cent,  it  might  be  advantageous  to  the  company,  and 
'  would  not  expose  the  country  to  any  pecuniary  risk.  Such  a 
loan  could  be  much  better  negociated  under  the  guaranfeeof 
the  public,  than  by  the  company  itself.  ;  He  concluded 
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with  recommending  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  take  the 
affairs  of  the  company  into  their  particular  attention  dur- 
ing the  recess,  and  bring  forward  the  India  budget  at  as 
early  a^period  as  possible  of  the  next  session. 

Dr.  Laurence  observed,  that  it  had  been  said,  by  a 
predecessor  of  the  noble  lord  at  the  board  of  controul, 
that  the  country  were  much  more  likely  to  derive  pecu- . 
niary  assistance  from  the  company,  than  the  company 
from  it ;  and  yet  now  it  was  proposed  to  aid  them,  by 
guaranteeing  their  loans. 

Mr.,  T.  Jones  contended,  that  had  the  administration  of 
India  been  properly  conducted,  India  would  doubtless,  by 
this  time,  have  contributed  considerably  to  the  assistance 
of  this  country,  instead  of  being  in  the  state  in  which  it 
now  was.  He  contended,  that  the  company  was  in  a 
state  of  insolvency,  and  maintained  his  opinion  by  a  va- 
riety of  illustrations,  which  excited  considerable  merri- 
ment in  the  House. 

Mr.  IFudleston  excused  the  non-attendance  of  some  of 
the  directors,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  that  day 
engaged  for  nearly  eight  hours  in  very  important  business. 
But  they  knew  that  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the 
way  (Mr*  Grant),  was  to  be  present,  and  o-i  the  accuracy 
of  his  statements  the  House  and  the  country  might  confi- 
dently rely.  He  then  cmercd  upon  a  statement  of  the  ad- 
vantages derived  by  the  country,  from  tin*  commerce  of  the 
East  India  company,  in  opposition  to  wh  it  had  been  said 
on  a  former  night  by  an  honourable  alderman  (Prinsep), 
opposite  to  him.  They  exported  woollen  to  the  amount 
of  1,300,000/.  at  a  heavy  loss  \o  themselves,  because  it 
Was  a  staple  commodity,  and  thus  afforded  employment  to 
40,000  men  in  this  country.  They  were  even  subject  to  a 
penalty  for  this  extensive  benefit  to  the  country- ;  for 
though  this  was  a  losing  trade  before,  a  duty  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds  had  been  imposed  upon  it,  and  yet  it 
was  si  ill  continued.  This  they  could  not  have  done  un- 
less they  had  had  the  interests  of  the  country  more  at  heart 
than  their  own.  In  the  exportation  of  .his  single  article, 
then,  they  afforded  employment  to  10,0';j  men,  particu- 
larly in  the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Devon,  the  Duchy 
of  Cornwall,  and  the  city  of  Norwich  ;  they  paid  50,000/, 
annually  of  duty  upon  it.  In  addition  to  this,  the  company 
paid  three  millions  of  duties  for  various,  articles  into  the 
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Exchequer,   and  maintained  10,000  seamen ;  .  and  thus 
encouraged  that  force  on  which  the  country  so  much  de- 
pended for  its  support.    The  company  had  besides  assisted 
in  defend  ins:  and  enlarging  our  dominions  in  India.   Their 
ships  had  defeated  those  of  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Gn nges.     They,  had  defeated  them  in  1778,  and  at  a  later 
period,  it  was  well  known   what  they  had  done  in  the 
China  seas.     The  use  of  the  company  was  not,  therefore, 
to  be  judged  of  merely  by  the  profit  and  loss,  as  far  as  re- 
garded themselves  particularly.     The  honourable  alder- 
man had  said,  that  the  Thames  ought  be  made  the  grand 
depot  of  Indian  commerce ;  to  which  he  had  hut  two  ob-s 
jections,  namely,  that  it  was  impracticable,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  wise  if  it  had  been  practicable.     It  was  the 
opinion  of  a  late  illustrious  person  (Marquis  Cornwall  is), 
that  we  ought  not  to  encourage  the  colonization  of  India 
from  this  country.     If  the  trade,  however,  was  thrown 
open  to  all,  it  would  accelerate  this  event  by  at  least  half 
a  century.     The  commerce  of  the  company,  then,  he 
looked  upon  as  a  vast  edifice,  which  had  withstood  the 
rage  of  the  elements,  and  sheltered  and  nourished  a  great 
number  of  the  most  deserving  objects,  and  was  at  once 
the  friend  and  child  of  the  state.     But  he"  by  no  means 
agreed  with  the  noble  lord  (Casttereugh)  in  the  answer 
which  he  had  given  to  the  honourable  alderman.     He  de- 
nied that  the  deranged  state  of  the  company's  finances 
was  owing  to  the  wars  in  India,  for  out  of  the  thirteen 
years  of  war  mentioned  by  the  noble  lord,  six  had  been 
years  of  peace  in  India,  and  during  part  of  that  time,  the 
debt,  instead  of  increasing,  had  actually  diminished.  The 
deranged  state  of  the  finances  he  attributed  to  the  late 
dreadful  wars,  and  a  neglect  of  due  economy,  and  the 
fruitful  source  of  these  was  the  system  pursued  by  the  late 
governor-general,  u  .;'.  intentionally,  but  from  an  error  in 
judgment — a  sj.vt/m  of  subsidiary  alliances,  that  is,  bring- 
ing the  native  princes  under  subjection  to  our  Indian  go- 
vernment, and  making   the  company's  revenues  appear 
greater  tha.i  they  really  were,  and  increasing  the  expendi- 
ture upon   the  strength   of  that  fallacious  appearance. 
But  the  delusion  was  now  over,  and  if  the  system  of  the 
Marquis  Cornwall  is  was  again  acted  upon — if  we  re  r  c:d 
our  steps,  he  had  no  doubt  i he  finances  of  the  company 
might  be  brought  to  a  state  of  prosperity. 

J\I)\  Alderman  Prinsep  rose  to  reply.     He  began  with 
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observing,  that  after  the  lone  indulgence  with  which  he 
trad  been  honoured  in  a  former  part  of  the  debate)  be  felt 
it  his  duty  to  abridge,  as  much  as  possible,  what  be  had 
to  say  further  on  the  subject,  and  here  he  must  acknow- 
ledge his  -obligations  to  two  bonowRtbie  members,  (Mr. 
Paull  and  Mr.  Rebeon)  and  to  another  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Francis)  who  had  volunteered  in  his  support.  For 
himself,  he  had  long  fought  this  battle  sin^te-handed,  and 
had  thrown  himself  alone  into  the  "  imminent  and  deadly 
breach/1  with  truth  for  his  standard,  fact9  for  his  buckler, 
and  the  powerful  and  never-failing  auxiliaries  of  cause  and 
effect.  What,  bat  a  reliance  on  such  auxiliaries,  would 
have  sustained  him  against  the  influence  and  resentment  of 
the  most  powerful  public  body  upon  earth,  or  induced  him 
.  to  sacrifice  personal  case,  and,  perhaps,  the  interest  of  a 
large  family,  to  the  prosecution  of  a  great  public  object — 
the  assertion  of  national  right  to  a  natural  share  of  the 
trade  of  Britain  with  its  India  dependencies  ?  The  causes 
of  the  company's  present  situation,  which  he  had  so  long 
and  so  often  exposed,-  had  now  produced  the  fatal  conscv 
qurnces  lie  had  predicted,  and  aire  distress  and  necessity 
were  irresistibly  forcing  a  change  of  system,  and  a  call  for 
relief. 

It  had  given  him  ihuj^li  satisfaction  to  hear  of  the  he*- 
nourable  director,  who  had  just  sat  down,  admitting,  with- 
out reserve,  all  the  facts  he  had  stated  on  a  former  night, 
nit  hough  the  honourable  director  had 'differed  as  much, 
with  regard  to  the  conclusion  drawn  from  them,  as  be  had 
misunderstood  the  views  and  objects  of  their  exposure. 
The  honourable  director  had  represented  him  to  have  con- 
trasted the  present  system  with  the  probable  consequences 
of  .separating  trade  and  nnenue,  with  no  other  view,  thaa 
that,  of  obtaining  the  abolition  of  the  company's  charter 
from  selfish  and  personal  motives  :  when,  in  fact,  he  had 
merely  stated,  the  four  active  capitals  requisite  for  con- 
ducting, even  on  its  present  scale,  the  company's  trade, 
and  the  total  want  of  any  such  commercial  resource:  in 
order,  first  to  prove  that  Indian  interest  attached  to  every 
operation  ;  and,  secondly,  if  it  did  attach,  as  the  bon. 
dire*  tor  well  knew,  that  all  alleged  profit  on  the  trade 
was  done  away. 

H  is  next  object  was  to  shew  the  necessity  of  allowing 
British  subjects  to  carry  on  that  trade,  which  the  company 
had  no  faculty  of  embracing ;  not  to  confine  it  to  a  few  old 

commercial 
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commercial  booses  on  each  side  of  the  water,  but  to  en- 
able all  the  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  ship-owners, 
at  home  and  in  India,  to  compete  tviih  foreigners  in  carry* 
in*  it  on.  Not  in  tin*  wild  and  extravagant  idea  of  render- 
in?  jGrcat  Brilain  ihe  emporium  of  all  the  product  ,  c.en 
of  lirimh  Asia,  but  in  the  sober  contemplation  of  securing 
to  (he  mother  country  that  natural  proportion  <>1  1hr»  trai* 
fie,  of  which  she  was  deprived  by  the  impolitic  restrictions 
under  which  the  private  trader,  to  and  from  Iudia,  had  la- 
boured, and  continued  to  labour. 

The  alderman  next  observed,  that  he  hid  been  charged 
with  expatiating  widely  on  the  little  value  of  an  it*  in  of 
ten  mill  ions,  stated  by  the  company  themselves  as  com- 
posed of  bad  debts,  old  buildings,  old  furniture,  and  other 
articles,  which  sum,  even  their  own  accountant  had  struck 
out  of  the  balance  sheet,  and  estimated  at  only  4(M),OC0/. 
Was  it  unju.it,  as  he  had  observed  on  a  former  night,  to 
scrutinize  such  an  asset,  when  adduced  as  a  probable 
future  claim  on  government,  and  as  a  part  of  those  re- 
sources, on  the  security  of  \*hich,  a  noble  lord  had  pro- 
posed, that  the  House  should  advance  seventeen  millions  of 
money  ?  Was  it  invidious  to  suppose  a  case  possible,  in 
which  government  mhjht  be  obliged  to  resume  its  lease  of 
the  territories,  and  dissolve  a  partnership  ruinously  unprofi- 
table io  both  parties  of  the  firm?  Would  Jus  Majesty's 
minsters,  or  would  they  not,  be  justified  in  opposing  to 
such  claims  the  five  millions  and  a  half  they  had,  and 
were  to  pay,  for  defending  India  since  1804  ;  the  ex  peaces 
of  the  G<ip«*  and  Ceylon  ;  the  ch  »rge  of  two  squad  ron^  iu 
,the  Ea.sk rii  seas :  and  the  pay  of  tweutj  -five  regimci^.s  em- 
ployed ia  acquiring  and  protecting  the  dominions  ia 
question  ? 

But  the  company,  it  was  asserted,  he*  estates  abroad  of 
gxc&\  value,  of  \>huh  diey  could  no!  be  deprived  :  how  for 
it  would  be  politic  to  retain  'hem,  would  appear  by  looking 
<d  the  expenccs  of  these  estates — at  that  of  the  island  of 
Bombay,  v»hcrc  764,5)94'.  had  lx»cn  expended  in  one  year* 
beyond  the  product  of  iarms,  licences,  ixi\d  quit-rent1 — at 
that  of  St.  H.Jena,  where  47,()2b/.  hid  been  expended, 
Us  appeared  by  the  account  of  lft0£-3 — it  the  value  ot  the 
villages  round  Madras  and  Masulipatam — at  their  factory- 
charges  at  Ilcncoolen,  and,  above  all,  at  their  more  recently 
purchased  island,  lVnang,  where  half  a  roili''>*i  wjis  I'keyr 
io.be  squandered  on  the  wild  project  of  making  an  arsenal 
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that  could  never  be  defended,  of  keeping  a  garrison  where 
there  were  no  provisions,  and  erecting  docks  where  there 
was  neither  tide  to  float  the  vessels,  nor  workmen  or  mate- 
rials for  their  construction  or  repair !  As  well  might  the 
company  resume  their  possessions  at  Balambangam  and 
the  Andaman s,  and  call  them  profitable  estates,  as  retain 
any  thing  of  landed  property,  after  they  should  lose  the 
revenues  at  large. 

The  Dutch  and  French  had  retained,  indeed,  their  fac- 
tories in  our  territories;  the  one,  for  the  sakeof  patronage  for 
a  few  favoured  families  of  the  aristocracy ;  the  other,  from  a 
political  motive  of  disturbing  our  influence  ;  neither  were 
profitable  :  on  the  contrary,  the  Dutch  company  had  be- 
come bankrupts,  from  the  expences  they  had  incurred,  and 
the  French  would  never  resume  theirs,  but  from  a  deter- 
tain:d  enmity  to  our  prosperity  in  India.  These  estates 
of  our  company,  then,  were  no  addition  to  the  amount  of 
their  assets  in  the  stock,  by  computation. 

But  this  imperial  company,  it  was  said,  from  patriotic 
motives,  exported  vast  quantities  of  woollens  at  an  enor- 
mous loss. 

The  honourable  director,  who,  as  well  as  the  honourable 
exrehairraan,  carefully  blended  the  India  and  China  trade 
together,  had  vauntingly  boasted  of  this  immense  export  of 
woollens,  and,  stating  the  heavy  loss  thereon,  as  a  sacrifice 
to  the  manufacturers  of  this  country,  had  asked,  what 
would  become  of  the  forty  thousand  British  hands  now 
employed,  were  the  company  to  throw  up  that  trade  ?  In 
the  first  place,  the  honourable  member  said,  no  idea  had 
ever  been  entertained  by  him,  of  invading  the  exclusive 
trade  to  China ;  it  was,  if  any  national  trade  could  be,  the 
.  properest  of  all  subjects  for  monopoly,  though  not  perhaps 
the  most  beneficial  trade  in  a  national  point  of  view.  Tea 
was  the  principal  import  from  thence,  and  the  excise  it  af- 
forded, like  the  gabelle  upon  salt  in  another  country,  and 
the  excise  on  tobacco,  was  a  most  convenient  vehicle  for 
taxing  the  subject.  The  duties  on  this  article  of  luxury, 
were  ninety-five  per  cent,  on  the  selling  price,  and  formed 
the  greater  part  of  the  revenues,  which  the  honourable  di- 
rector had  stated  were  furnished  bv  the  company's  exclusive 
trade.  It  was  certainly  a  most  important  and  convenient 
instrument  of  luxury  for  the  exchequer ;  but  who  paid  the 
tax  ?  "  The  East  India  Company r,  to  be  sure"  in  the  first 
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instance,  and  so  would  any  other  importer.  No ;  not  even 
so :  the  buyer  pays  the  tax  separately,  before  he  receives 
the  tea ;  and  the  country,  not  the  East  India  Company, 
.pays  in  the  labour  of  forty  thousand  men,  and  in  the  wool 
•employed  in  manufacturing  cloths,  to  the  value  of  thchon. 
director's  estimate  of  1,300,000/.  per  annum,  for  the  pri- 
vilege of  drinking  (ea  legally  imported.  It  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  impose  the  duty,  and  for  securing  it,  to  leave  the 
company  a  monopoly  of  the  China  trade  ;  but  they  had  no 
other  merit  to  claim  on  that  account,  than  would  any  other 
importer,  were  it  convenient  to  throw  the  trade  open.  In 
fact,  no  great  amount  of  woollens  were,  or  ever  would  be, 
consumed  in  British  India ;  none  were  exported  thither,  ex- 
cept for  Sepoys'  clothing,  and  the  limited  wear  of  Euro- 
peans. The  argument,  therefore,  in  this  point  of  view,  fell 
to  the  ground. 

The  fact  was,  that  China  was  supersaturated  with  the 
company's  woollens,  and  that  circumstance  alone  had 
kept  down  the  price.  A  reference  to  the  director's  own  re- 
port on  this  branch  of  the  trade  would  set  right  the  noble 
lord  and  his  colleagues  respecting  the  cause  and  extent  of 
loss  on  this  item. v 

But  granting  that  British  subjects  did  interfere,  would 
that  interference  lessen  the  exportation,  if  there  were  any 
.demand  ?    Would  it  not  rather  increase  it,  and  occasion 
a  greater  employ  of  the  manufacturers  of  Devon,  York- 
shire* Gloucestershire  ?    This  threadbare  topic  had  long 
ceased  to  convince  men  of  the  policy  of  shutting  out  Bri- 
tish subjects  from  India,  and  allowing  neutrals  to  rival 
us  in  our  own  natural  colonial  trade ;  to  load  their  ships 
.  under  our  noses  at  every  port  ef  the  united  kingdom;  to 
range  unmolested  from  pole  to  pole,  and  even  to  buy  and 
sell  at  our  Indian  factories  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Com- 
pany's privileged  captains  and    officers   of  the  regular 
.ships. 

Here  the  alderman  desired  the  committee  to  look  at  the 
*  total  export  of  the  Company  to  India,  in  other  manufac- 
tured goods,  for  the  last  eleven  years  ;  he  had  moved  for 
this  important  paper,  separate  from  the  China  exports ;  it 
was  presented  on  the  5tn  of  June,  and  would  be  found  in 
page  94  of  the  budget  accounts.  During  the  eleven  last 
years  the  total  export  of  merchandize  in  the  first  column, 
instead  of  the  immense  sum  the  last  speaker  had  asserted 
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It  to  be,  the  committee  would  be  surprised  to  find,  as  he 
hat!  correcdy  stated  on  a  former  night,  amounted  to  no 
more  than  5,014,900/.,  li!tl?  above  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  per  annum.  In  f  7^4-5,  only  to  133-000/.  The 
Company's  foun  ige  for  their  India  trade  was  only  9$&2 
tons,  (IJ  sb;p>)  and  ircludincr  that  for  private  trade,  last 
year,  was  onl y  fJ5  ship*,  and  170Nt  tons. 

He  compared  this  \vidi  the  tonnage  of  R'.rbadoes,  and 
ih  it  of  a  single  Dutch  colony,  Surin  mi,  which  loader!  hoine 
last  year  )6,lf)>lons.  Wa- th'>,  he  repeated,  the  nit mra I 
*hare  of  il»e.  India  hade  which  the  mother  country  was  en* 
tided  to?  ()b:erv,  said  he,  the  striking  contrast  between 
imperial  and  individual  ene^sy. 

By  the  document  on  the  table  it  appeared,  that  in. 
17i>0,  fy» •',  the  whole  of  the  CompanyN  export  to  India 
was  only  UJ.>V>7S/.  ;u;d  this  ex  reeded  the  average  of  the 
eleven  y-  ars  to  allien  he  had  before  alluded. 

In  ;h.»vi:reyi*:ir,  by  an  authenticated  paper  laid  beforfe 
Mr.  Du.id  '••*,  and  to  l>c  found  in  an  able  publication  of  a 
gentleman  1  %4.v\y  deceased  (Mr.  Henchman),  it  appeared, 
tl;a'  i^vi\  y  la  lia-bnilt  shi; s,  w  isc'y  licensed  by  the  noble 
lord  (Wei  lesVy),  an  act  fully  justified  by  him  in  a  dispatch 
to  \\it  director,  although,  more  than  all  his  splendid  ac- 
quirements of  power  and  dominion,  this  act  had  brought 
upon  h»s  lordship  the  resentment  of  tlie  directors,  these 
ships  had  actu-illy  carried  back  merchandize  from. 
Lond-m.  tj  lb:*  amount  of  (>I5,2I7/.  12v.  6</.'  and  exp<*nd- 
ed  he.\?  in  r  •«> airs  and  disbursements  20£,s77/.,  although 
two  of  the  numbc  r  \uae  laden  back  by  government ;  and 
this  besides  wine  taken  in  at  Madeira  from  British  mer- 
chants there.  Who  then,  he  emphatically  exclaimed,  are 
the  enemies  to  the  manufacturer,  ship-builders*,  and  ship- 
owner*,  to  the  traders  and  merchants  of  these  kingdoms  ? 
Himself,  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  or  the  directors 
of  the  India  Company  ?  Were  the- people  of  Sheiiield  and 
Birmingham  more  Hue!}-  to  starve,  if  a  tree  intercourse  sub- 
sisted \\\  h  the  millions  of  people  in  oirown'tcrritorie*,?*nd 
a  trade  were  opened  with  tjie  myriads  who  inhabite  I  regions 
v  within  the  Company's  limit* ;  regions  which  they  never 
had  it  in  eonfempla;  on  to  visit,  p.uch  le>s  to  supply  with 
their  instant  demands,  and  with  the  growing  wants,  which 
a  k  ow ledge  of  our  mauufac  tr.es  would  create. 

The  Company's   imports  from   their  Indian  territories 
were  principally  of  maiiulactured  goods,  in  >yhich  mann- 

factures) 
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factiird*,  MrcicH&ter  ahd'Glasgow  were  now  their  success* 
fut  rivals  itnd  torn  pet  itors  in  the  markets  of  Europe  and 
America.  Four- fifths  of  these  India  goods  were  exported 
from  hence,  tin!  drew  back  the  greater  part  of  those  duties, 
which  (he  honourable  director  boosted  of  as  a  contribu- 
tion of  the  Company  to  fhf*  ^tate :  whereas  the  trade  of  in- 
dividuals from  India  in  their  own  shipping  would  consist 
chiefly  of  raw  materials,  and  dyeing  drugs  for  the  use  of 
these  home  rivals  of  Asian  manufacturers  ;  and  the  agri- 
culture and  revenue  of  India  would  feel  the  benefits  of  ex- 
tending the  cultivation  it  would  create,  of  drawing  the  tri- 
bute without  exhausting1  the  country.  Was  it  policy  to 
suffer  these  raw  materials  to  find  their  way  into  other  coun- 
tries of  Europ'»,  without  supporting  our  carrying  trade; 
or  to  be  brought  circuitously  into  England,  as  had  been* 
the  case,  in  neulrrtl  vessels?  v 

Mr.  Dnndus,  when  the  charter  was  renewed,  had  long 
hesitated  respecting  the  continuance  of  the  exclusive  trade. 
That  gr^i  statesman  had  decided  wiih  hesitatiort, and  with 
an  intended  but  ineffectual  guard  against  the  too  rigorous 
interpretation  of  the  company's  powers.  The  use  since 
*  made  of  them,  said  the  alderman,  had,  he  believed,  long 
ago  occasioned  severe  regret  in  that  minister,  at  their 
having  been  granted. 

Another  of  the  honourable  director's  arguments  had 
been  the  danger  of  colonization  were  a  freer  sea-inter- 
course permitted.  But  whilst  the  present  rigorous  and 
unconstitutional  power  existed,  of  seizing  British  subjects, 
and  hen  .ling  them  home  without  trial,  or  reason  assigned  ; 
while  such  was  the  power  vested  in  a  governor-general  by 
act  of  Parliament ; — this  was  only  a  bugbear  to  frighten 
the  ignorant ;  the  thing  itself,  if  it  were  dangerous,  was 
utterly  impossible.  The  honourable  director  had  re-echoed 
again  t  him  the  charges  of  personal  motives,  and  attach- 
ment to  a  favourite  p.oject  of  introducing  India  shipping 
to  t'ic  injury  of  the  British  artiz'tns.  But  would  opening 
the  Indh  trade,  tln.t  trade  which  the  company  could  not 
carry  on  ;  would  giving  facilities  to  that  trade,  be  likely  to 
confine  it  to  half  a  dozen  established  English  houses  abroad, 
and  himself  and  four  or  five  India  agency  houses  in  Lon- 
don ?  Certainly  not;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  open  India 
to  the  Brit lii  merchant,  trader,  and  ship-owner,  without 
distinction  or  preference,  whether  at  Liverpool,  Bristol, 
Leith,  and  Glasgow,  or  Dublin,  and  Cork.  It  would  in- 
jure not  the  company  as  was  dreaded,  but  only  the  privi- 
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leged  neutral  rivals,  whose  operations  be* bad  already  in 
part  developed,  and  should  -further  expo**  in  the  next 
sexton.  So  much  with  regard  to  any  selfish  object  on  hi* 
part. 

He  should  next  proceed  to  notice  the  danger  of  removing 
our  artiz?tns  (ship-builders  he  presumed  were  meant)  oat 
of  this  kingdom,  to  our  dominions  in  Asia ;  bnt  did  there, 
he  would  ask,  exist  any  want  of  ship-builders  abroad  ?  It 
was  true,  at  Penang  (i  rince  of  Wales's  island)  there  were 
neither  workmen  nor  materials,  neither  revenues  nor  provi- 
sions; but  was  that  the  case  at  Bombay,  on  the  Ma- 
labar coast,  or  at  Calcutta  ?  Were  no  ships  built  there  by 
British  subjects?  Were  none  built  at  Pegu,  or  Deraaun,  by 
Burmahs  and  Pursers?  Was  it  not  a  notorious  fact,  that 
ship-building  materials  of  every  kind  superabounded  in 
our  own  territories?  That  they  no  less  abounded  in  arti- 
zans,  and  master-builders  of  the  first  eminence  to  put  them 
together  ?  Was  it  not  then  sound  policy  for  this  govern- 
ment to  encourage  the  extraction  of  these  materials,  and 
indeed  of  every  other  resource,  which  dependencies  dearly 
acquired,  and  of  such  precarious  tenure,  could  furnish  to 
the  mother  country?  Would  it  not  be  sound  policy  to 
build  ships  there  for  government,  which  might  partly  pay 
for  their  construction  by  a  freight  home;  and  to  compel 
'  the  company  to  build  there  for  their  own  commerce,  and 
leave  the  oaklings  of  our  home  forests  to  acquire  their  na- 
tural growth?  If,  said  the  alderman,  the.  peninsula  was 
worth  the  winning,  was  it  not  folly  if  we  did  not  enjoy  the 
benefits  which  the  possession  of  it  afforded  ? 

Would  the  ship-builders  of  Blackwall,  or  of  any  other 
yard,  complain  of  such  a  necessary  expedient?  Did  they 
not  candidly  acknowledge,  and  every  ship-owner  feel,  that 
the  expenccs,  and  of  course  the  profit  of  refitting  and  re- 
pair, exceeded  those  of  original  construction ;  that  mate* 
rials  were  grown  so  scarce  and  dear  at  home,  that  no  mer- 
'  chant  vessel  could  be  built  to  sail  against  neutrals,  nor  any 
.  India  man  be  allowed  to  arrest  the  inefficient  and  scanty 
supply  of  our  own  timber  for  the  royal  navy  ?  Was  not 
the  contract  price  of  building- for  the  King's  Beftice  more 
than  doubled  within  these  few  years?  Could  the  commis- 
sioners obtain  contracts  at  all  io  the  extent  required  ?^— 
'JThese  facts  made  most  completely  against  the  honourable 
director's  assertions. 

The  honourable  director  had  next  brought  forward  the 

company's 
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company's  trade  as  a  nursery  for  British  seamen,  and  de- 
precated the  employ  of  Indian  shipping  us  injurious  to 
that  system.  In  the  first  place  he  would  ask,  by  whom 
were  the  company's  ships  now  manned,  and  were  likely  to 
be,  both  in  peace  and  war,  whilst  our  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  rival  us  on  the  seas?  By  foreigners  mastly  when 
outward-bound ;  and  back,  principally  by  Lascars,  natives, 
or  subjects  of  British  India.  Which  of  these  two  descrip- 
tions deserved  most  to  be  encouraged, he  need  not  ask.  Our 
commerce  was  now  become  too  much  the  nursery  for  sea- 
men of  other  countries,  and  unless  care  was  taken  hereaf- 
ter, most  of  our  British  sailors  would  become  Americaus* 
It  was  not  interest  but  necessity  that  ever  induced  the  em- 
ploy of  black  sailors  on  board  merchant  ships.  The  greater 
number  of  them  required,  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage, 
made  it  always  cheaper  to  navigate  with  Europeans,  and 
particularly  with  British  seamen.  But  if  any  preference 
was  due,  the  British  Lascars  ought  in  policy  to  be  preferred 
to  Danish  or  American  sailors. 

The  honourable  director  had  paid  a  just  tribute  to  tiie 
.  skill  and  gallantry  of  the  men  who  navigated  the  company's 
ships,  and  of  those  who  commanded  them ;  no  man,  said 
the  alderman,  had  an  higher  opinion  of  them  than  him- 
self; they  were  the  best  seamen,  and  the  first  navigators, 
in  the  world ;  they  had  distinguished  themselves  against 
Souifrein,underSirEdw.  Hughes,  in  1778,  and  thclastglori- 
ous  instance  of  gallantry,  in  the  China  seas,  under  Captain 
Dance,  would  for  ever  endear  them  to  their  country ;  but 
how  that  establishment  was  supported,  and  merit  or  seni- 
ority regarded,  he  would  not  then  stop  to  enquire.     In  no- 
thing, he  said,  was  there  any  design  to  deprive  tliecora- 
.pany  of  their  shipping,  nor  of  that  trade  which  they 
were  able  to  carry  on,  which  trade  ought,  however,  to 
maintain  its  own  maritime  establishment. 
,    The  noble. lord  had  fairly  stated  the  expansion  of  the 
double  system  of  trade  and  dominion,  to  have  called  for  a 
greater  amount  of  fixed  and  floating  assets  than  had  been 
formerly  requisite;  but  where  among  them  was  to  be  found 
any  capital  applicable  to  trade  ?  In  all  the  budget  speeches 
the  surplus  revenue  and  the  product  of  exports  were  ex* 
pressly  mentioned  as  the  amount  applicable  to  investment: 
the  rest  at  e*ny  rate  was  borrowed  tor  the  purpose,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  himself  confessed,  in  his  last  budget  state* 
ment ;  (page  35,)  his  words  were :  "  The  question  that 
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will  naturally  he  suggested  oa  this  occasion  is,  as  to  the 
prudence  or  propriety  of  investing  so  large  aji  amount  in 
goods,  when  the  surplus  ft\>m  the  reve,  -lie*  Ls  estimated  so 
low  ;  as  the  system  of  providing  fimjs  for  this  pin.ne  by 
new  loans  has  been  often  objected  to.  Mr.  Diiik'^V  \*ords 
in  the  statement  of  lMJl,  at  pigeSP,  Mere  lh.-*se:  fct   i'he 

Suestion  must  naturally  ari*e  from  whence  fun. Is  could  be 
erived  to  meet  demands  to  so  cq  sidcrable  an  amount;  to 
which  I  shall  merely  now  reply,  that  in  whatever  amount 
the  supplies  from  Euroj>e  in  bullion,  an  1  the  cash  received 
for  bills  on  the  court  of  directors,  were  found  deficient,  mo- 
*  ney  was  raised  on  loans,  as  vill  appear  in  the  increase  of 
Indian  debt" 

Here  the  alderman  affirmedj  fh;*t,  notwithstanding  all 
assertion  to  the  contrary,  much  the  greater  part,  if  not  all, 
of  that  debt,  had  been  created  by  the  trade. 

The  exclusive  system,,  according  to  the  honourable  di- 
rector, embraced  great  political  objects,  and  ough«  not 
therefore  to  be  judged  of  on  the  narrow  principles  of  a 
profii  and  loss  trade.  This,  the  alderm  ui  oliserved,  might 
possibly  be  rational  doctrine,  if  the  revenues  were  able  to 
make  good  the  deficiencies  in  trade ;  but  had  that  been  the 
case?  On  the  contrary,  the  Indian  debt  had  encreased  as  the 
commerce  extended  ;  nor. hail  the  ex-chairman,  the  noble 
lord,  the  honourable  general  ( WclkMey),  nor  the  director 
himself,  been  able  to  show  any  solid  capital  on  which  the 
trade  had  been  supporled.  The  fact  was,  a  ;radeon  mo- 
ney borrowed  at-Indian  interest  bad  ruined  the -comply. 
The  company,  as  he  had  repealed ly  asserted,  never  had 
an  active -capital  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  commerce. 
He  Mould  state  their  capital  a')  qro  ; 

The  united  company  were  incorporated  in  the  year  170?, 
by  an  indenture  between  her  Majesty  Queen  Aiine  and  thje 
two  East  India  companies,  which  had  previously  existed 
on  separate  establishments.  In  KM'*,  the  l(»\h  of  King 
William,  there  had  been  raiser!  for  this  purpose,  by  sub- 
scription, and  in  virtue  of  his  letters  patent, 

On  a  capital  of  S/200,f  i00/.  at  rl \  percent.  ^,2,800,000 

Of  which  they  had  lent  to  government  at 
«  per  cent,  interest         -  -        3,000,000 

Thev  had  also  paid  for  dead  stock  under 
Lord  GoJolphin's  award  -  -  -      400,000 

•     Which  Mims  made  a  deduction  of         -      *  2,40^,000 

So  tkat  the  active  capital  amounted  only    « ■ 

jp  :  400,ooo 

To 
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To  which  a  fresh  subscription  was  made 
in  1701,  upon  800,000/.  stock,  at  155  per 
ccat.  of  -  -  JS.  1,940,000 

Which  increased  their  capital  to  -  .1,640,000 

Of  which  they  had  lent  to  government  the  . 

same  yen  r    -  ~  -  1,200,000 

The  capital  remaining,  then,  for  trade,  was    r 

onty    -  -  .  -  .     .       440,000 

At  this  time  the  rate  of  interest  was  reduced 

to  five  p.i  cent. 
In  1729  a  douceur  was  paid  to  government 

of    -  -  -  -.  '.  200,000 

Unless,  therefore,    the  trade  had  increased        

their  stock  beyond  their  dividend,  the  ca- 
pital was  reduced  io    -  -  -  240,000 
In  1741,  tlicy  lent,  however,  to  government, 

without  any  call  on  the  proprietors       -  1,000,000 

which  exceeded  their  funded  subscription        - 

afloat        -  -  -'  -        -  760,000 

At  this  time  the  loan  to  government  amount- 
ed to  4,200,000/. 

In  1750,  the  interest  on  the  loan  was  re- 
duced to  three  per  cent. 

In  1789  a  fresh  su1>scription  of  1,000,000/. 
stock  at  174  added  to  the  company's  re- 
sources -  -  -  1,740,000 

In  1793  the  capital  becoming  more  ineffi- 
cient, 1/XX),000/.  stock  was  added,  though 
not  all  subscribed  till  the  year  after,  and 
this  produced  -  «■  jg.2,027,995  16*. 

Upon  this  capital  and  the  surplus  revenues,  had  the  com- 
pany  conducted  their  complicated  system  01  conquest  arid 
commerce,  with  what  success  the  committee  were  now  the 
judges. 

One  sourfceof  loss,  however,  the  alderman  observed,  he 
ought  to  state,  and  that  was  on  the  sale  of  three  of  the  four 
mill  tons  due  from  government,  which  their  necessities  had 
compelled  the  company  to  dispose;  of,  at  the  market  price, 
afier  the  whole  loan  to  government  had  been  converted  iuto 
consols  at  three  per  cent.  The  remainder,  which  was  of  - 
no  greater  value  than  the  consols  of  the  day,  was  still  a 
resource,  though,  at  the  decreased  value  he  had  l>efore 
stated,  iu  examining  the  stock  by  computation.  Up  m 
Vol.  111.  1805*0.  4  Z  such 
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such  slender  means  had  the  machine  been  conducted,  how 
faradequately  he  would  not  detain  the  committee  to  enquire, 
but  a  reference  to  the  annual  balances  of  their  stock  account 
would  in  a  moment  shew  the  progress  of  t|ieir  affairj.  The 
honvex-chairroan(Mr.Grant)  had  broadly  admitted  thecom- 
pany's  present  distress,  and  indeed  to  have  denied  the  fact 
would  have  been  strangely  inconsistent  with  his  declarations 
in  another  place.    The  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had  also 
made  a  similar  confession,  but  the  prospect  of  a  long  peace 
in  our  provinces,  afforded,  in  their  opinion,  qraple  confi- 
dence in  the  resources  of  the  company  to  surmount  its  pre- 
sent  difficulties.    The  noble  lord  admi'tcd  that  the  Indian 
debt  had  afforded  the  capital  for  its  commerce ;  he  had 
also  corroborated  the  able  statement  of  the  honourable  ge- 
neral ( Wcllesley)  for  a  peace  establishment,  in  which  he 
was  able  ouly  to  exhibit  the  hope  of  a  saving  of  740,000£, 
per  annum,  and  this  without  any  allowance  For  unliquidat- 
ed arrears  of  the  war,  the  increasing  interest  on  the  bond- 
debt,  and  the  funds  constantly  required  for  investment  on 
the  present  footing.     Both,  however,  had  denied  the  insol- 
vency of  the  company,  or  that  India  was  now  more  likely 
to  be  a  burthen  than  a  relief  to  the  mother  country.    The 
noble  lord's  illustration  of  the  grounds  of  this  confidence, 
was  in  unison  with  the  declarations  so  often  officially  ma4e 
by  him,  arid  his  predecessors  in  the  board  of  controul ; 
it   was    only  a   stronger  dose  of   that  sweet .  nepenthe 
annually  distributed  in  their  budget  speeches — "Hope 
travels  on,  nor  quits  us  till  wc  die." .  The  fate,  however,  of 
a  certain  other  great  monopoly,  framed  upon  extravagant 
speculation,  ought  to  be  a  warn  in  £  to  this  country,  as  well 
'as  to  the  India  company.     In  a  large .  building  between 
Leadenhall-street  and  the  Royal  Exchange,  was  there  not  at 
this  very  day  an  evidence  of  the  country's  being  compelled 
to  pay  a  composition  upon  the  capital  as  well  as  the  debts 
of  a  privileged  corporation  ?    The  Mississippi  bubble  had 
,  ruined  French  credit,  and  so  would  the  South  Sea  project 
have  ruined  that  of  England,  had  not  government  steptfbr- 
ward  with  the  public  purse  to  pay  a  part  of  the  connotate 
deficiency.     But  the  company,  says  the  noble  lord,  and 
.  the  ex-chairman,  and  after  them  the  director  who  had  just 
.  sat  down,  bad  ample  resources  to  prevent  ultimate  loss  to  the 
state.     They  had  their  claim  of  ten  millions  for  buildings 
an. 1  fortifications.     This,  the  alderman  said,  he  had  com- 
pletely disposed  of.     The  noble  lord  bad  stated  that  tbey 
irerevit  was  true,   1,598,000/.  deficient  of  their  capital, 

assuming 
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assuming  all  the  items  in  their  stock  by  computation,  to  be 
valid :  but  admitting  this  fallacious  statement,  were  they  not 
still  wfthout  the  capital  for  trade,  or  the  means  of  raising 
one  ?  If,'  however,  the  committee  adopted  his  (the  alder- 
man's) deduction,  this  deficit  would  be  found  nearer  four* 
teen  millions  six  hundred  thousand  pounds.  But  the  relief 
whicb  the  noble  lord  himself  had  suggested,  sufficiently 
proved  what  his  own  real  opinion  was  of  the  company's  • 
s'itirftion. — «  We  are  in  no  danger  of  becoming  burthen- 
Kome  to  the  state,  or  of  calling  for  any  fresh  trading  capital;  ' 
only,' says  the  ndble  lord,  allow  us  to  raise  fottr  or  five  mil*' 
lions  by  the  sale  of  fresh  created  stock,  and  lend  us  seven- 
teen millions  more,  to  be  raised  on  pirliamentarv  security, 
for  our  corporate  use  and  benefit !"  Sweet,  indeed,  and  large 
must -be  the  dose  of  nepenthe^  copious  the  opium  draught; 
that  could  any  longer  lull  the  House  and  the  country  into 
such  dangerous  security.  Better  far  would  it  be,  said  the 
alderman,  to  go  first  into  the  committee,  which  the  noble  % 
lord  now  recommended.  For  himself,  he  was  persuaded  * 
that  the  extent  of  <he  disease  was  not  yet  discovered,  and 
therefore  no  adequate  remedy  could  be  applied  till  a 
fresh  report  was  made  to  the  House  upon  a  full  investigation 
of  all  the  branches  of  the  India  system ;  a  firm  conviction 
upon  Ms  mind  of  the  magnitude  of  those  embarrassments, 
and  of  the  extreme  -difficulty  of  finding  a  remedy,  and  not 
any  of  the  personal  or  party  motives,  which  had  again 
been  ascribed  to  himself;  not  any  resentment  for  disap- 
pointed ambition,  nor  envy  at  the  company's  power  and 
influence,  but  a  just  sense  of  his  c'u'y,  as  a  representative  ' 
of  the  Commons  of  England,  and  as  one  of  the  magistrates 
of  the  first  commercial  cities  in  the  universe*— the  greatest 
that  modern  or  ancient  times  beheld  ;  these  were  tin*  sti- 
muli which  had  prompted  him  to  enter  thus  largely  into 
:  th'6  wide  detail  of  the  company's  afFiirs,  and  which  "would 
coninue  to  support  him  in  the  further  prosecution  of  this 
sdbject  next  session,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  in  the 
Jflotose. 

:"  Lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Iludlestonc,  and  Dr.  Laurence 
explained. 

After  much  farther  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Wlritshed 
Keene,  Mr.  Johnstone,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Lord  Morpeth 
participated, 

Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep  concluded  the  debit-,  1jy 
observing,  that  if  the  expressions  he  had  used,  of  which* 
smh  heavy  complaints  had  just  been  made  by  the  ex-chdir* 

*2*  "  maa, 
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man,  were  felt  to  be  cither  disrespect  ftl  by  the  great  body 
whose  affairs  were  now  again  under  their  amraat  investiga- 
tion, (and  eren  then  they  could  not  justify  the  use  of  in- 
vective where  refutation  was  felt  to  be  impossible),  of- 
fensive to  the  official  feelings  of  directors,  or  stronger 
than  the  occasion  called  for ;  he  trusted  that  in  the  one 
case,  allowance  would  be  made  for  some  degree  of  pro* 
vocation  he  had  met  with  at  the  beginning  ot  the  debate, 
in  a  fresh  attempt  to  preclude  him  from  expressing  his  sen- 
timents at  all  in  the  committee :  and  in  the  other  case,  that 
the  committee  would  thinkwith  him,  that  feeling,  as  he  did, 
the  importance  of  the  facts,  and  of  his  conclusions  from 
them,  it  became  both  his  right  and  his  duty  to  enforce  con- 
viction by  the  strongest  language  that  the  subject  suggested 
to  his  mind. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

The  House  having  been  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  on  Monday. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  declared  their  assent  to-  the 
linen  drawback,  the  Bell  Rock  light-house,  the  London 
port,  and  the  masters  in  chancery  bills  without  any 
amendment,  and  also  their  Lordships9  assent  to  the  Phi- 
lanthropic Society,  and  bankrupt  regulation  bills,  with 
several  amendments,  to  which  they  desired  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Accounts  of  the  salaries  of  several  puWic  officers  were 
presented  at  the  bar. — Ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  lie  on 
the  table.    Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS.. 

SATURDAY, JULY  10* 

The  customs  regulation  bill,  the  consolidated  fond  bill, 
the  charitable  institutions  bill,  the  Dublin  harbour  bill,, 
and  '.he  oak  bark  bill,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

The  royal  family  annuities  bill,,  the  militia  officers  pay 
bill,  Earl  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  the  Iribh  postage  bill,  the 
lottery  bill,  and  the  London  additional  force  repeal  billr 
p:Ksed  th tough  committees,  and  were  reported. 

A  fchort  conversation  took  place  relative  to  the  Scots  for- 
feited estates  bills,  between  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  the 
Ki;l  of  Moin*,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  \falsin^hajnr 
and  tlic  Duke  of  Cumberland,  in  consequence  of  the  House 
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of  Commons  net  bavinf  sent  vtp  the  report  r&po$t\A8(ih*  , 
forfeited  estates  in  Scotland,  *wliick  had  been  requested  by  a 
message  from  the  Lordsr.    It  was  at  length  ag reed  to  tjefer  . 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject  till  Monday,  when 
the  standing  orders  Nus.  26  and  155'  aie  to  be  token  into 
consideration,  'with  the  view  of  suspending  them,  an  or-  * 
dcr.  to  forward  several  bills  two  stages  on  tkut  day. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JULY  21. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  sugar 
bill,  the  silk  bounty  bill,  the  Irish  revenues  bill,  the  Ante* 
rican  intercourse  bill,  thfe  Irish  militia  service  bill,  the  to- 
luntcer  officers  rank  bill,  the  slave  ship  restriction  bill,  the 
Chancery  clerks  bill,  the  inafets  bill,  the  raisins  bill,  the 
London  quay  bill,  the  port  of  London  bill,  the  Bell 
Rock  light-house  bill,  the  insolvent  debtors  bill,  and  seve- 
ral other  public  and  private  bills,  to  the  amount  of 
ninety-eight. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Wafeiinpham,  and  Lord  Eldon, 

The  further  hearing  of  the  appeal  •"  Chamlejr  u.  Lord 
Dunsancy,  and  others,'7  was  pos'poncd  till  next  session. 

In  the  appeal  "  Rcnnic  r.  Tod,  and  others,"  the  Lord 
Chancellor  moved  to  reverse  the  decree  of  the  court  of 
session,  which  motion  was  supported  by  Lord  Ekloa, 
and  agreed  to. 

Sit  William  Scott,  and  several  other  members  of  tho 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up  the  bankrupt  laws  bill, 
and  some  other  bills,  the  amendments  made  in  Which  by 
the  Lords  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Commons* 
*  The  consolidated  fund  bill,  the  royal  family  annuities 
bill,  the  Irish  postage  bill,  the  lottery  bill,  the  mult.ex** 
cise  bill,  the  London  additional  force  repeal  bill,  Karl 
Nelson's  annuity  bill,  and  Lord  Rodney9*  annuity  bill, 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

MIMT1A. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  militii  officers?  pay  bill, 
The  Earl  of  Radnor  protested  against  it  as  a  bill  that 
crffrrcd  an  insult  and  injury  to  the  militia,  whilst  it  was  at 
the  same  time  a  breach  of  taitb  towards  that  valuable  body 
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of  men,  it  having  been  clearly  declared  by  Parliament 
thnt  the  pay  of  the  militia  officers  should  be  equal  to  that 
of  the  officers  of  the  line.  He  lamented  -tb^t  every  party 
who  came  into  power  seemed  inclined  to  give  a  blow  to 
the  militia.  Tire  engagements  that,  had  been  entered  into 
with  the-  militia  had  now  nearly  all  been  broken ;  the  men 
had  bcea  taken  oat  of  the  regiments  to  serve  in  the  line ; 
officers  had  been  appointed  without  the  requisite  landed 

aualifications ;  now  the  pay  of  the  officers  was  to  be  ren- 
ered  less  than  that  of  the  line,  and  he  supposed  their 
rank  would  next  be  affected.  He  wished  to  speak  against 
this  measure  in  the  strongest  terms  which  his  liberty  of 
speech  in  Parliament  would  allow ;  and  viewing  it  in. the 
light  he  did,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move,  that  the  bill  be 
r^ad  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  also  thought  the  bill  a  breach 
of  faith  towards  the  militia,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
on  what  grounds  it  could  be  supported.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion, when  discussing  one  of  the  military  measures  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  it  had  been  said,  do  not  take  a 
measure  singly,  but  look  at  the  whole  plan,  and  with 
this  licence  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  a 
bill  for  regulating  the  rank  of  volunteer  officers,  whk^b, 
either  through  his  mistake,  or  the  mistake  of  others,  had 
passed  through  the  House  without  his  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  any  remark  on  it ;  a  bill  which  he  con- 
ceived calculated  fo  give  offence  to  the  volunteers,  with* 
out  any  benefit  being  likely  to  be  derived  from  it. 

Lord  GrenviUe  declared  himself  a  warm  friend  to  the 
militia,  which  he  considered  a  very  valuable  part  of  our 
military  force,  not  only  as  affording  a  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  but  also  as 
giving  an  opportunity  to  gentlemen  of  landed  property, 
not  choosing  to  enter  into  the  regular  military  profession, 
of  evincing  their  zeal  and  spirit,  and  of  obtaining  that 
degree  of  military  knowledge  which  would  render  them 
essentially  useful  in  a  crisis  of  public  danger.  There  was 
not  the  slightest  intention  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters  to  give  a  blow  or  offer  any  insult  to  the  militia; 
nor  could  lie  conceive  how  this  bill  could  be  *o  construed* 
He  denied  that  then;  was  any  breach  of  faith  ;  all  that  had 
formerly  been  declared  by  Parliament  was,  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  tl\e  of- 
ficers of  the  line,  that  is  to  say,  the  pay  which  the  Litter 

then 
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<fcen  received ;  but  it  never  could  be  contended^  fliat  from 
thence  a  principle  was  to  arise,  that  the  pay  of  the  ofnV 
cers-of  the-  line  was  never  to  be  augmented,  without,  at! 
the  same' time,  augmenting,  to  an  eqtial  amount,  the  pay. 
of  the  officersof  the  rriilitiav  It  should  be  recollected  that 
the  officer*  of  the  line  made  the  military  profession  the  bu- 
siness of  their  lives,  and  were  liable  to  many  duties  of 

.service  to  which  militia  officers  were  not;  the  latter,  be- 
sides, might  pursue  other  avocations,  at  the  sariie  time 
continuing  the  exercise  of  their  duties  as  military  officers. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  conceive  in  what  way  the  bill 
could  operate  as  a  hardship  upon  the  latter. 

Jjord  Eldon  objected  that  the  bill  was  inconsistent,  with 
itself,  inasmuch  as  it  merely  professed  in  its  title  to  be  a 
bill  for  regulating  the  pay  of  militia  officers  in  England, 
and  Scotland,  whilst  in  the  body  of  the  bill  there  wene 
enactments  applying  to  the  yeomanry  and  voluuleers  of 
Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  observed,  that  a  trifling  amendment 
would  obviate  the  inconsistency  of  which  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  complained.     lie  professed  himself  a  warm 

-  friend  to  the- militia,  and,  coinciding  completely  with  the 
arguments  urged  by  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Grenville),  he 
cobld  not  conceive  in  what  way  the  bill  could  be  consi- 
<lered  as  offering  any  insult  to  that  valuable  part  of  our 
military  force.  He  thought  the  lamentation  of  the  nolde 
eafl  (Westmorland),  that  he  had  missed  an  opportunity 
of  debating  the  bill  for  regulating  the  rank  of  volunteer 
officers,  wj»s  needless,  as  every  part  of  the  plans  of  minis* 
fers  as  embodied  in  the  different  measures  brought  up  to 

'  that.  House- h*4  been  most  amply  discussed  by  noble  lords 
on  the  other  side,  who  had  scarcely  omitted  any  oppor- 
tunity of  attacking  them.  With  respect  to  that  bill, 
howevct,  he  would  olwerve, 'thot  not  only  no  offence  was 
intended  to  the  volunteer, *  but  he  *t as  convinced  tbaf  go 
offence  could  be  taken  by  the  volunteer  officers,  as  they 
must  feel  that,  from  wmt  of  experience  in  actual  service, 
they  were  not  competent  to  take  the  command  of.fiel*'  of- 
ficers of  the  line,  and  of  large  bodies  of  troop*,  in  th& 
event  of  their  being  actually  cnllcd  out  for  the  defence  of 
the  country. 

Earl  titzzcilliam  likewise  defended  i he  bill,  on  ground* 
similar  to  those  urged  by  Lord  Grenrilic  and  the-  Eurl  of 
Jdoira.  ■'  •  *       -  , 

.   .The 


'738  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER,  [lOBM, 

The  Ei\A  of  Radnor  repeated  his  former  disapprobation 
of  (he  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Harthcieke  objected  to  the  till,  on  the 
ground  of  the  increase  of  pay  not  being:  extended  to 
captains  in  the  militia,  many  of  whom,  he  said,  from 
having  been  appointed  without  the  qualification  previ- 
ously required,  stood  fts  much  in  need  of  on  increase  as 
any  of  the  others  to  whom  it  bad  been  extended. 

Earl  Spencer  thought  if  the  not  extending  the  in- 
crease to  captains  had  the  effect  of  bringing  back  the 
militia,  in  that  respect,  to  its  forming  principle,  that  of 
only  having  captains  possessed  of  the  landed  qualifica- 
tion before  required,  it  would  produce  a  good  effect. — • 
He  defended  the  bill  on  the  grounds  before  urged,  aijd  as 
to  the  rank  of  volunteer  officers,  he,  as  a  volunteer  field 
officer  himself,  considered  that  bill  as  a  boon,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  be  generally  considered  by  volunteer  of- 
ficers as  a  favour,  as,  with  all  that  zeal  and  spirit  which 
they  would  doubtless  evince  in  the  hofcir  of  danger,  tbey 
could  not,  from  want  of  experience,  feel  themselves  ade^ 
qunte  to  the  command  of  large  bodies  of  troops. 

The  Duke  of  Rutland  expressed  his  entire  disapproba- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  he  conceived  to  be  subversive  of 
the  constitution  of  the  militia. 

The  Ijord  Chancellor  contended  that  the  foriaer  decla- 
ration of  the  legislature,  that  the  pay  of  the  piilitia  ofii* 
cers  should  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  line,  could  only 
apply  to  the  then  pay  of  the  regular  army,  and  not  to 
any  future  augmentation.  Those  noble  lords  who  con* 
ceived  that  this  augmentation  ought  to  be  extended  equally 
to  the  militia  might  nse  that  as  an  argument  against  the 
bill,  but  it  never  could  be  maintained  that  the  not  extend-* 
ing  to  that  force  an  increase  of  pay,  granted  under  special 
circumstances  to  the  regular  army,  was  subversive  of  the 
constitution  of  the  militia. 

Lord  Eldon  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Earl  Camden  opposed  the  bill.  He  thought  the  mea- 
sures brought  forward  by  ministers  were  not  exactly  in 
unison'wit h  their  professions  of  regard  for.  the  militia  and 
volunteers. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  question,  that  the  word 
**  now"  stand  part  of  the  motion  for  reading  the  bill  a 
third  time.       Contents  -        -    J3 

Non-contents  *       8. 

On 
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On  our  re-admission  we  iound 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  on  his  legs,  speaking  on  the. 
question  for  reading  the  same  bill  a  third  time.  Ilis  lord* 
ship  expressed  his  disapprobation  generally  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  brought' forward  by  ministers,  anct 
considered  his  own  honour  and  character,  as  well  as  that 
of  those  with  whom Jie  recently  acted,  involved  in  his  op- 
position to  them. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PUBLIC    HARBOUIIS. 

On  the  question  for  going  into  a  committee  0.1  the  pub- 
lic harbours  bill,  .  • 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  com  plained  that  a  bin  of  this 
importance  had  been  brought  forward  at  so  late  a  period  of 
the  session.  It  appeared  tp  him  likely  to  be  mischievous 
in  its  operation,  as  it  tended  to  prevent  persons  haviug. 
property  on  the  banks  of  navigable  rivers,  as  far  as*  the. 
tide  flowed,  from  making  the  least  improvement  on  their 
estates,  without  giving  notice  to  the  secretary  of  the  admi- 
ralty. The  penalty  for  not  giving  this  notice  was  200/. 
and  many  persons  might  thus  be  entrapped  without  being 
at  all  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  law.  He  thought  it  would 
in  ma  ay  cases  be  useless,  as  to  the  interests  of  the  public, 
and  .instanced  the  river  Shannon,  in  Ireland,  where  the 
tide  flowed  a  mile  higher  than  vessels  of  any  burden  could 
come  up,  yet  this  bill  would  equally  operate  in  that  part 
of  tlie  river  where  it  could  not  be  of  the  least  use. 

Lord  Grenxille  said  the  bill  had  been  brought  forward 
as  soon  as  the  grievance  to  which  it,  applied  was  known ; 
and  it  was  a  measure  which  he  contended  was  highly  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  preserve  our  public  harbours  and  navi- 
gable rivers  frorr*  obstruct  ions.  It  was  merely  required  o£ 
the  person  making  any  embankment  or  other  work  in  the 
situations  mentioned,  to  send  notice  to  the  secretary  of  the 
admiralty,  which  could  be  but  a  very  trivial  hard  hip. 
Many  other  rivers  might  be  in  the  fiituation  of  the  Shan- 
non, .where  the  tide  flowed  higher  than  vessels  of  any  bur- 
den could  navigate,  but  it  was,  notwithstanding,  import- 
ant t<>  prevent  obstructions  in  those  parts  of  such  rivers,,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  navigable  parts  of  those  rivers  from 
bci^s  ultimately  injured. 

Tta  bill  then  passed  through  the  committee,  and  was 
reported. 
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The  Scot*  forfeited  estates  bills  were  read  a  second  time, 
parcel  through  committees,  and  were  reported. 

i  he  customs  regulation  bill,  the  oak  bark' bill,  and  the 
other  bills  on  the  table;  were  ordered  for  committal, passed 
through  committee*)  and  were  reported. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  JULY   21. 

The  House  was  summoned  in  the  usual  form,  to  the 
House  of  Peers.  The  Speaker,  on  his  return,  declared  tlie 
royal  assent  had  been  given  by  commission  10  several 
hills. 

New  writs  were  ordered  to  bo  made  out  for  members  to 
serve  tor  Soaford  in  Sussex,  in  the  room  of  Sir  R.  Sulli- 
van, deceased  ;  for  Buckingham,  i  i  the  room  of  Viscount 
Proby,  who  has  accepted  tlie  stewardship  of  the  Ckiltcrrt 
Hundreds ;  and  for  Enniskillin,  in  the  room  of  Johu  King, 
Ksq.  who  has  accepted  the  Stewardship  of  the  Hundred  of 
Desborough. 

The  Lords'  amendments  to  the  Philanthrophic  society 
anH  bankrupt  laws  bills  were  taken  into  consideration,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  East  India  accounts 
tras  received,  and  the  resolutions  read. 
.  Mr.  Panll  did  not  object  to  any  of  them,  but  wished  to 
remark  this  circumstance,  that  there  was  a  defalcation  in 
the  revenue  of  O  tide  alone  to  the  amount  of  450,000/.  and 
other  (}•  'Mentions,  in  all  about  three  millions  sterling. 

Lord  Morpeth  said  tint  the  proper  time  to  consider  that 
poi'it  would  be  when  the  accounts  came  over. 

Mr.  P  lull  said  a  few  words  in  explanation.  After  which 
the  res- ; I  u  *  i o  ns  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Perccra9  rose,  and  adverted  to  the  notice  which  he 
had  given  some  time  ago,  of  his  intention  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion to  (he  House  relative  to  the  practice  of  thanking  the 
managers  of  impeachments,  before  the  lords  had  given  their 
decision.  The  object  of  his  rising  at  present  was  to  remove 
the  imprsesion,  if  any  such  existed,  of  his  having  abandon- 
ed that  intention.  He  had  by  no  means  abandoned  it ;  but 
from  considerations,  of  which  the  house,  he  hoped,  would 
perceive  the  propriety,  he  had  dropped  any  design  of  bring* 
jug  forward  the  subject  this  session.  He  wished  that  every 
4  fceling 
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'  *- 

feeling  connected  with  any  particular  impeachment  should 
have  no  place  in  the  consideration,  and  was  rather  afraid 
that  if  he  had  brought  it  forward  this  session,  even  the 
shortness  of  the  time  that  must  have  intervened  between 
that  and  the  late  impeachment,  might  have  prevented  the 
matter  from  being  discussed  with  that  impartiality' which 
was  desirable.  Fie  now,  therefore,  gave  notice,  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House  in  the 
next  session. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given 
on  Friday,  and  .reminded  the  House,  that  in  giving  it, 
he  had  distinctly  expressed,  that  it  was  to  be  considered  as 
a  provisional  notice,  circumstances  having  rendered  it  very 
probable,  that  a*  farther  communication  with  those  to 
whose  judgment  he  should  entirely  refer,  might  suggest  a 
better  mode  of  obtaining  the  object  he  had  in  view.  It  was 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction  that  he  felt  himself  intitlcd  to 
state,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  generally  were  well  dis- 
posed to  the  objects,  which  he  confessed  had  long  been  the 
favourite  purposes  of  his  meditation  and  investigation,  and 
more  especially  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  the  right  hon.  secretary,  whose  absence,  from 
indisposition,  was  so  anxiously  deplored,  were  peculiarly 
eager  and  ardent  upon  the  subject*  Under  their  auspices, 
he  trusted  there  would  be  *  speedily  commenced  a  plan 
of  improvement,  redounding  to  their  honour,  including 
the  convenience,  decoration,  and  magnificence  to  which 
the  capital  is  so  well  entitled  ;  a  plan  which  has  been  so 
long  and  unaccountably  neglected,  and  the  greater  part  of* 
which  he  A\as  confident,  might  be  effected  without  any 
call  whatever  on  the  public  purse.  Such  a  plan  no  one 
could  doubt,  would  meet  his  Majesty's  approbation,  who 
had  ever  shewn  the  most  munificent  anxiety  to  promote 
the  liberal  arts  and  improvements  in  his  capital.  Had  he 
made  his  motion,  he  should  have  had  much  to  say  on  the 
subject,  and  with  a  confidence  that  the  unanimous  senti- 
ments of  the  House  would  have  gone  with  him  ;  but,  con- 
vinced that  the  authorities  before  referred  to,  for  attaining 
the  same  object,  were  preferable  to  his  first  suggestion,  he 
had  only  to  say,  that  he  waved  making  the  motion  of 
which  lie  had  given  notice. 

A  person  from  the  excise  office,  presented  an  account  of 
4he  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the  militia  act  for  the  last 
ten  years.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic, 

'      5A2 
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Mr.  Johnson  from  the  office  of  chief  secretary  in  Ireland* 
presented  an  account  of  Irish  linen,  of  a  certain  bread  *b, 
exported  to  the  West  Indies  within  a  given  time.  Order- 
,eil  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  person  from  the  West  India  Dock  company  present- 
ed a  statement  of  the  progress  of  the  works  in  the  Isle  of 
.Dogs,  pursuant  to  act  of  parliament.     Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

BARRACK    ABUSES. 

Mr.  Robson  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  some 
papers  relative  to  the  barracks.     Since  ministers  had  not 

.  cliotrn  to  attend  in  their  places  at  the  discussion  upon  the 
East  India  accounts,  during  which  it  had  been  asserted  by- 
persons  who  were  competent  to  judge,  that  the  company 
was  almost  in  a  state  of  insolvency,  he  was  not  surprised 
that  they  were  not  present  on  this  occasion.    The  subject,, 
however,  to  which  he  was  about  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  was  one  of  the  greatest  public  impor lance.     Some 
pa  per  son  this  subject  had  been  presented  on  Friday  last, 
not  on  his  motion,  but  on  that  of  the  secretary  at  war,  but 
as  ministers  sqemed  to  wish  to  shuffle  off  the  business,  by 

"  not  attending  to-day,  he  would  speak  freely  of  them.  The 
plan  which  he  proposed  for  ascertaining  the  exact  state  of 
the  barrack  expenditure,  was  plain  and  simple,  and  if  his 
motion  had  been  agreed  to,  it  would  have  been  the  means  f 

of  saving  some  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  public  money- 
^Ministers,  however,  had  thought  proper  to  refuse  some  of 
these  when ,  proposed  by  him,  but  afterwards  finding  that 
the  public  must  come  to  the  knowledge  of  these  abuses  one 
way  or  another,  they  had  come  to  the  House,  and  made 
similar  motions  themselves^  and  he  was  told  that  he  ought 
to  have  divided  the  house.  He  had,  however,  made  three 
motions,  which  if  granted,*  would  have  formed  a  key  to  the 
state  of  the  barracks,  and  the  simple  return  of  the  c.ffice 
would  itself  be  a  check  against  the  embezzlement.  He  told 
ministers  that  he  wanted  to  see  the  report  of  the  commit* 
sioners  of  military  inquiry.  v  Although  generally  pretty 
early  in  his  attendance  at  the  House,  he  had  not  come 
down  that  day  till  twenty  minutes  past  four  o'clock,  when, 
he  found  that  the  report  had  been  presented,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  He  met  the  clerk  with  it  in  his  hand,  and 
•followed  It  up  stairs,  in  the  hopes  that  he  might  be  permit- 
ted to  look  at  it  fur  five  minutes.    But  understanding  th  tl 
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the  secretary  at  war  meant  to  move  for  some  papers  relative 
to  the  barracks,  he  immediately  came  down  to  the  House, 
thinking  it  of  more  importance  to  hear  these  motions, 
than  to  look  at  the  report.  He  then  begged  leave  to  have 
the  report  for  some  minuted,  but  find  ins;  it  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  he  had  given  way.  For  want  of  the  in- 
formation, however,  which  he  might  have  procured  frota 
the  report,  his  plan  could  not  be  so  well  arranged  as  he 
could  have  wished.  But  he  pledged  himself  to  the  House 
as  a  member  of  parliament  y  that  if  the  produce  of  the  can- 
teens and  manure  should  be  duly  applied,  it  would  defray 
the  ex  pence  of  all  the  temporary  barracks.  He  would  call 
upon  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  secretary  at 
war,  who  had  just  come  in,  to  say  why  his  motion  had 
been  refused.  The  secretary  at  war,  however,  wishing,  he 
supposed,  af  erwards  to  give  him  the  object  of  his  motion, 
had  moved  for  an  account  of  the  rents  of  the  canteens,  and 
the  produce  of  the  manure.  The  paper  hud  been  present- 
ed, but  it  did  not  state  any  time.  Whether  the  account  was 
from  93  or  the  days  of  Noah,  there  was  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining upon  the  face  of  it-  It  was  besides  a  general  ac- 
count, !>ut  he  wanted  the  particulars,  and  some  specified 
time.  He  wanted  the  produce  in  each  particular  barrack, 
according  to  the  weekly  accounts,  as  sent  to  the  barrae^- 
otlice.  This  was  no  account  at  all.  He  would  make  lib 
motion  again.  ["The  Speaker  asked  whether  this  was  the 
same  motion  he  nad  made  before  ?  and  being  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  said,  that  a  motion  having  been  once 
negatived,  one  exactly  the  same  in  substance  could  not  be 
received  during  that  session .  Mr.  Kobson  then  bagged 
with  submission  to  propose  another  motion,  and  the  Speak* 
cr  having  read  it,  asked  him  to  state  in  v.  hut  the  differ- 
ence consisted  between  that  and  the  motion  which  had 
been  negatived,  j — Mr.  Robson  then  in  continuation,  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  secretary  at  war  had  come  rjown  on 
Friday  last,  and  moved  for  a  paper  on  this  subject  with- 
out giving  any  previous  notice.  He  had  therefore  been 
taken  by  surprise — but  his  account  was  only  in  gross.  He 
wanted  the  particulars.  Ministers  said  that  tbey  wanted 
enquiry— this  was  his  object  too,  and  yet  when  he  did  any 
thin^  ., it h  that  view  he  was  thwarted,  and  asked  i^hy  lie 
should  take  these  things  upon  him  ?  If  the  secretary  at  war 
hid  communicated  his  motion  to  him  he  would  have  cor-* 
jreclcd  it,  but  as  it  was  it  would  answer  no  purpose,  as  there 

was 
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was  no  particular  time  mentioned.  (The  secretary  at  war 
said  across  the  table,  that  there  was.) — Mr.  Robson  said 
be  would  read  the  votes,  and  from  these  it  would  appear 
thai  there  was  not — (here  he  read  the  votes). 

The  Speaker  again  requested  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  state  in  what  respect  his  motion  differed  from  the  for- 
mer. 

Mr.  Robson  stated,  that  there  was  a  difference  of  a  ma- 
terial word. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
chair,  if  the  motion  was  substantially  the  same,  we  were  de- 
bating about  nothing,  because,  however  willing  his  noble 
friend  (Lord  H.  Petty)  was  to  support  the  motion,  it  could 
not  be  granted  in  consistency  with  the  orders  of  the  House 

Mr.  Whitbread  also  said,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  did 
not  pay  the  proper  respect  to  the  Chair  and  to  the  House  iu 
not  precisely  stating  the  difference,  if  there  was  any. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt  Jones  suggested  that^  the  word  "  pcrma- 
"  nent,"  whtch  was  in  this  but  not  in  the  former  motion, 
might  make  a  material  difference. 

Mr.  Robson  then  said,  that  the  former  motion  only  ap- 
plied to  the  temporary  barracks,  whereas  the  present  ap- 
plied to  the  permanent  barracks  also. 

Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Calcraft,  as  they  found  there 
was  a  real  difference,  withdrew  their  objections. 

The  motion  was  then  read,  and,  with  the  above-mention- 
ed difference,  was  the  same  as  that  lately  niajle  by  Mr. 
Robson,  for  an  account  of  dung,  straw,  &c. 

The-  Secretory  at  War  said,  that  no  objection  had  been 
made  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion.  With  re- 
gard to  the  paper  which  he  had  presented  on  Friday,  it 
had  been  put  into  his  hands  by  the  barrack-iuaster-general 
as  a  contradiction  of  the  statement  made  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentlemen,  that  no  account  had  been  given  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  barrack  manure.  The  account  did  specify  a 
certain  number  of  years,  and  the  particular  barracks  and 
suras,  so  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  mistaken  on 
that  point.  With  respect  to  the  present  motion,  he  would 
not  object  to  it  as  the  others  had  been  agreed  to.'  But  at 
the  same  time  the  production  of  these  papers  would  beat- 
tended  with  considerable  ex  pence  and  inconvenience,  as 
a  number  of  additional  clerks  must  be  employed  on  pur- 
pose. Now  whether  the  House  would  think  it  worth  while 
to  go  on  with  this  business  might  be  a  question,  as  the  ho- 
nourable 
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nourablc  gentleman  seemed  to  be  doubtful  whether  he 
would  pursue  it.  He  talked  about  throwing  up  the  affair, 
and  was  now  and  then  moving  for  more  papers,  so  that  he 
would  have  considerable  doubts  whether  the  right  hononr* 
able  gentleman  meant  to  follow  it  up  unless  he  expressly 
said  so.  Had  not  his  noble  friend  permitted  the  other  mo- 
tions to  pass  without  objection,  he  would  not  have  been 
very  willing  to  accede  to  this  motion,  as  the  matter  was 
at  present  before  another  tribunal.  He  thought  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  plan  was  worse  than  the  commission 
which  had  been  already  appointed,  and  of  whose  delay 
and  unfitness  the  honourable  gentleman  had  complained, 
[Here  Mr.  Itolison  made  a  sign  of  dissent.  J  The  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  seem  inclined  to  admit  that  he  had 
made  suck  complaints^  but  he  certainly  had  said  some- 
thing that  appeared  very  like  a  charge  of  this  sort.  Ho 
had,  however,  met  with  no  impediment  from  that  side  of 
the  House.  '  The  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  all 
wished  for  enquiry.  He,  however,  did  not  wish  for  en- 
quiry in  this  way,  because  he  conceived  it  would  answer 
no  good  purpose, — But  though  he  thought  that  the  mili- 
tary commission  was  more  fit.  to  investigate  these  abuses, 
he  hoped  that  none  of  the  ministers  could,  on  that  ac- 
count, be  justly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  attempting  to 
screen  abuses. 

Mr.  Paitll  said  that  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say,  that  ministers  had  resisted  his  motion 
on  a  former  occasion.  They  had  not  done  so,  for  only 
two  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  said  No,  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  did  not  think  fit  to  divide  the  House. 

Mr.  liobson  stated  nothing  but  what  he  believed  on  good 
grounds  to  be  true,  and  the  report  would  bear  him  out  in 
what  he  said.  As  to  the  expence,  the  pnpers  consisted 
only  of  two  sheets  and  a  half,  and  might  be  made  out  in 
two  hours  and  a  half.  As  to  the  charge  of  insincerity,  and 
doubt  whether  he  should  prosecute  this  business,  he  would 
ask  the  noble  lord  over  the  way  (Petty),  whether  he  did 
not  say,  that  he  was  ready  to  proceed  immediately  with# 
the  enquiry?  There  was  a  refinement  in  penetration  in  this 
business,  and  nothing  would  give  him  greater  pleasure, 
than  to  have  the  matter  before  an  honest  jury.  But  .then 
he  had  been"  desirous  to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  conimis- 
pion.  Ha  would  describe  what  the  report  was.  It  gave  a, 
history  of  the  barrack  establishment,  with  the  costs-  at- 
tending 
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lending  them,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 
the  barrack  accounts,  and  there  found  out  General  Delan- 
cy,  with  his  one  per  cent,  a  thing  that  was  notorious  at  all 
the  public  offices  before.     He  did  not  wish  to  speak  disre- 
spectfully of  any  person,  but  public  men  were  in  situa- 
tions where  they  must  submit  to  be  animadverted  ftpon. 
They  had  begun  at  the  wrong  end.     What  was  the  use  of 
all  this  history ;  or  what  did  it  signify  what  happened  a 
century  ago?  The  abuses  were  still  going  on,  and  what 
they  ought  to  have  dona  was  to  have  turned  their  attention 
to  the  present  time.     If  they  had  done  this,  half  a  million 
might  be  saved  to  the  public,  and  a  report  of  this  sort 
would  have  been  of  use.     Was  he  then  to  wait  four  or  five 
years,  till  the  commissioners  made  another  report?    Ho 
would  warn  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  not  to  resist  a 
bona  fide  enquiry.     He  would  have  to  answer  to  him  as  a 
member  of  Parliament,  in  a  future  session,  how  1,700,000/. 
of  the  public  money  had  been  lost.     There  were  a  great 
many  abuses  in  the  other  offices,  and  to  these  he  would 
turn  his  attention  at  a  future  period.     He  had  always  at 
heart  the  good  of  his  country.     He  had  heard  much  of 
the  talents  of  the  present  ministry,  but  the  best  proof  of 
their  talents  would  be  to  save  the  talents  of  gold  am!  sil- 
ver.   Government  had  professed  a  resolution  of  adhering 
to  the  most  rigid  economy,  and  an  honourable  admiral 
had  said  that  the  navy  might  be  kept  up  at  two  thirds  of 
the  present  expence.     He  agreed  with  him  in  this,  and 
he  Ivould  sift  that  quarter.     These  things  were  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  House.     He  proceeded  again  to  express  his 
surprise  at  the  charge  of  insincerity,  and  said  that  govern- 
ment would  not  have  a  leg  to  stand  on,  unless  they  ad- 
hered to  economy.     The  country  did  not  call  for  peace, 
but  for  enquiry  into  public  expenditure.     The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  came  in  with  the  affections  of  the  people, 
who  expected  that  ministers  would  perform  what  they  pro- 
mised as  to  economv.     He  said  that  the  rents  of  the  can- 
teens,  and  'the  produce  of  the  manure,  would  defray  the 
expences  of  the  temporary  barracks.     This  was  a  plain 
assertion  by  which  he  would  stand.     There  were  sales  of 
different  materials  at  the  barracks  when  they  were  left,  and 
he  wanted  to  know  how  these  had  been  accounted  for  ?  and 
his  next  motion  would  refer  to  this.     There  was  a  mode  bv 
which  the  barrack  accounts  might  be  consolidated,  and 

made 
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made  every  three  months,  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should . 
not  be  adopted. 

The  Secretary  at  War  and  Mr.  Robson  then  mutually 
explained.    After  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  announced  thfeir  assent  to  the 
auditors'  bill,  Lord  Rodney's  annuity  bill,  and  others ; 
and  requested  that  the  House  of  Commons  would  sit  some 
time :  which,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robson  then  moved — "  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  of  all  the  sales,  which  have  taken  place 
fet  the  several  temporary  barracks,  or  buildings  rented  dt 
hired  by  government,  and  used  as  barracks,  or  as  barrack, 
store-houses,  in  the  whole  of  Great  Britain.    That  the  said 
meturn  do  embrace  all  such  sales  between  the  iirst  day  of 
January,  1793,  and  the  24th  day  of  June,  1806 ;  and 
that  it  be  exhibited  in  nine  columns,  in  the  order,  and 
with  the  titles,  here  following,  viz. — 1st,  The  name  of  the 
parish  (or  station)  and  the  county,  where  each  sale  re- 
spectively was  made ;  the  said  names  of  the  parishes  (or 
stations)  following  each  other  in  due  alphabetical  order* 
2d,  The  date  of  the  sale.    3d,  The  name  of  the  auctioneer 
or  person  by  whom  the  sale  was  made,  and,  if  the  sale 
was  a  private  one,  stating  that  circumstance*     4th,  The 
names  of  the  purchasers,  if  less  than  six  in  number.    5th, 
A  general  description  of  the  things  sold.    6th,  The  namc^ 
of  the  barrack-master  or  other  person  under  whose  imme- 
diate direction  and  superintendancc  the  sale  took  place. 
7th,  The  gross  amount  of  the  sale  as  credited  to  govern- 
ment.    8th,  The  total  amount  of  all  the  sums  expended 
by  government  in  fitting  up  each  building  respectively. 
'9th,  The  number  of  men  or  horses  quartered  in  each  sta- 
tion respectively. 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  that  ministers  were  placed  in  a 
disagreeable  situation  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tions, since  he  seemed  to  consider  persons  who  might  on 
any  account  object  to  them  as  wishing  to  protect  abuses 
and  peculations.  But  it  must  be  from  the  most  gratuitous 
love  of  abuse,  if  ministers  could  object  to  the  discovery  of 
abuses  which  took  place  under  their  predecessors.  In  this 
observation,  however,  he  could  not  include  himself,  for  the 
present  motion  had  some  reference  to  him  in  an  antecedent 
state.  Here  be  could  not  but  remark  the  inconsistency  of 
the  hon.  gentleman.  He  had  complained  that  all  the  work 
Vox-.  III.  1805-6.  5  B  of 
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of  the  commissioners  of  enquiry  had  been  retrospective,  and 
had  considered  that  as  a  most  absurd  way  of  proceeding, 
while  he  wanted  to  provide  against  present  and  future 
abuses.  He  had  also  dwelt  on  the  ex  pence  of  the  barrack 
department;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  now 
proposed  to  go  into  a  detail  of  all  that  had  happened  for 
the  last  thirteen  years,  which  must  necessarily  be  attended 
with  great  cxpcncc,  and  would  require  the  em  ploy  me  ut  of 
additional  clerks.  Now,  the  proper  question  was,  would 
the  motion,  if  agreed  to,  produce  any  thing  adequate  to 
the  exprnce  and  inconvenience  it  would  occasion  ?  All  the 
ijems  of  an  auctioneer's  paper,  pots,  pans,  kettles,  &c.  were 
to  be  made  up  and  laid  before  the  House,  and  many  other 
things  of  which  it  was  probable  no  record  or  vestige  now 
remained.  The  lion,  gentleman  brought  forth  his  motion* 
as  a  sort  of  nostrum  or  recipe,  which  was  to  cure  existing 
abuses  all  at  once;  and,  indeed,  if  he  could  produce  some 
little  scheme  of  accounts  of  that  kind,  he  would  do  great 
service  to  the  country.  He  had  taken  a  very  wide  com- 
pass, and  laid  a  broad  basis  ;  but  his  objection  to  his  mo- 
tions arose  from  their  probable  inefficiency,  and  he  would 
not  be  terrified  from  opposing  the  present,  by  the  reproach 
of  a  wish  to  screen  peculators.  He  should  not  have  re- 
sisted the  present  motion,  were  it  not  for  the  great  addi- 
tional c*  pence  and  trouble  which  it  would  occasion,  and 
he  trusted  that  its  fate  would  stand  as  a  warning  to  all  such 
motions. 

Mr.  Jones  said,  he  had  no  wish  to  give  any  opposition 
or  annoyance  to  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He  had  every 
wish  to  respect  their  talents,  to  give  them  credit  for  tha 
best  intentions,  and  to  be  convinced  it  was  by  no  meaus 
their  wish  knowingly  to  countenance  or  to  screen  wanto% 
extravagance  or  peculation :  but  really  and  truly,  the 
system  of  peculation  of  late  years  in  the  department  al- 
luded to  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Robso  :)  was  so  glaring, 
so  horrid,  and  abominable,  that  he  must  say  his  honourable 
friend  was  justified  in  pressing  his  motion,  with  a  view  to 
establish  some  effectual  and  permanent  check  upon  this 
glaring  system  of  flagitious  peculation.  His  Majesty's 
present  ministers  had  .succeeded  to  power  with  the  wishes 
and  the  warm  approbation  of  the  people,  and  certainly 
had  shewn  every  disposition  to  follow  up  enquiry  into 
public  abuses,  and  to  render  the  public  force  formidable 
lot  the  defence  >of  the  country  against  a  ferocious  enemy ; 

but 
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but  lie  could  assure  those  ministers,  with  every  deference 
for  their  talents,  that,  without  ecjnomy  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  without  the  most  rigorous  vigilance 
In  the  disbursement  of  every  pound  for  the  public  service, 
it  would  be  in  vain  that  they  possessed  talents ;  it  would  be 
in  vain  that  they  rendered  formidable  their  armies  oriheir 
fleets,  with  a  view  to  our  permanent  safety.     Economy  in, 
public,  and  in  private  Hie,  under  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces to  which  this  country  was  no*v  reduced,  he  considered 
as  the  cardinal  virtue  upon  which  turned  all  our  hopes  of 
ultimately  surmounting  the  dangers  and  embarrassments  in 
which  we  are  involved  :  it  was  to  our  want  of  this,  that  our 
ferocious  enemy  looked  with  eager  hopes  of  his  ultimate 
success  in  subduing  us,  more  than  to  any  opinion  of  our 
want  of  a  formidable  force,  and  a  military  spirit  of  resist- 
ance.    But,  from  the  nature  of  some  expenditures  of  late, 
it  would  seem  as  if  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  believed 
that  a  guinea  was  really  worth  more  than  twenty-one  shil- 
lings :  however,  he  could  assure  them  nothing  but  the  most 
strict  economy  and  vigilance  to  the  public  expenditure 
would  do.     Adverting  to  the  objections  made  by  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham),  to  the  production  of  the 
account  now  moved  for  by  his  hon.  friend,  he  could  not 
but  feel  they  were  rather  extraordinary  :  for,  after  the  very 
large  sums  of  money  which  had  of  Lite  been  appropriated 
to  the  establishment  of  new  boards  of  auditors  for  public 
accounts,  (he  would  not  say  as  a  mere  matter  of  form  and 
useless),  he  thought  it  odd,  that  when  a  proposition  was 
made  with  a  view  to  investigate  defalcations  and  necula* 
tions  in  another  department,  which  was  a  perfect  mine  of 
peculation,  it  should  be  resisted  on  the  Aground  that  it 
'would  cause  an  extra  expence  in  clerks,  pens,  ink,  aw), 
paper. 

Mr.  Robsori)  in  reply  to  Mr.  Windham,  supported  his 
motion,  and  repeated  a  former  observation,  that  when  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  called  upon  him  to  defer  his  enquiry 
until  the  commissioners  of  military  enquiry  should  have 
concluded  their  investigation,  and  made  their  report,  he 
called  upon  him  to  wait  four  years,  and  to  shut  his  eyes 
against  public  abuse ;  but  was  he,  as  a  member  of  parJia* 
ment,  whos6J>usincss  and  whose  duty  was  public  enquiry, 
fo  be  satisfied  with  this  ?  for  it  appeared  upon  oath  that  it 
must  take  four  years  to  get  through  the  accounts.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  talked  to  him  of  nostrums/  all 

5B2  the 
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the  nostrums  he  wanted,  was  to  probe  peculation  to  the 

Siuick,  and  to  apply  to  it  such  a  remedy  as  should  cure  it 
or  the  future. 

Sir  William  E/ford,  with  every  respect  for  the  hon, 
member,  observed,  that  if  he  bad  been  the  first  to  discover 
the  peculation  of  which  he  now  complained,  and  had  come 
down  to  the  House  and  founded  upon  his  discovery  a  mo- 
tion of  enquiry,  undoubtedly  be  would  have  deserved  much 
popularity  for  his  exertion.  But  as  this  was  not  the  case — 
as  the  House  had  already  taken  up  the  subject  under  the 
general  head  of  military  expenditures,  and  as  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  House  had  been  actually  for 
a  year  past  occupied  in  the  investigation,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, in  every  endeavour  to  add  to  his  own  popularity  on 
this  head,  sought  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  of  the  House,  by  whom  they  were  instituted, 
as  well  as  very  considerably  and  unnecessarily  to  increase 
that  expenditure  of  public  money  for  which  he  professed  so 
much  of  vigilant  concern. 

Lord  H.  Petty  had  hitherto  been  extremely  unwilling 
to  resist  any  of  the  motions  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
for  the  papers  he  required  on  this  subject,  or  to  withhold 
any  information  which  the  hon.  gentleman  or  the  House 
should  thtnk  necessary  :  but  really  the  document  for  which 
lie  now  moved  was  of  a  nature  so  very  complicated  and  im- 
practicable, on  a  range  of  thirteen  years,  as  well  as  utterly 
useless  towards  the  professed  and  leading  object  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  that  he  was  inclined  to  oppose  this 
motion,  seeing  it  to  be  of  no  practical  use.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  any  objection  to  the  mode  of  enquiry  by 
commissioners  already  adopted  by  the  House,  and  before 
whom  the  subject  of  barracks  was  laid,  as  well  as  all  other 
branches  of  the  military  expenditure,  he  ought  to  have 
come  down  to  the  House,  and  moved  for  a  repeal  of  the 
bill  under  which  those  commissioners  were  appointed,  in 
order  to  substitute  any  other  plan  of  enquiry  he  should 
think  more  eligible ;  but  until  that  should  be  done,  he  con- 
ceived the  adoption  of  anolher  mode  of  enquiry  to  proceed 
pari  passu  with  that  of  the  commissioners,  and  upon  the 
very  same  topics,  would  be  an  useless  waste  of  time  and 
trouble,  and  a  very  great  and  unnecessary  increase  of 
public  expence,  which  he  was  full  as  desirous  as  the  ho^ 
jjourable  gentleman  to  avoid, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Robson  severally  explained ;  and  th* 
motion  being  at  length  put,  was  rejected. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  resuming  the  debate 
upon  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  it  was  resumed  accords 
ingly ;  and  Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  a  list  of  resolution 
upon  the  subject  of  the  debt,  finance,  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  which  were  carried  without  opposition. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  announced  their  Lordship** 
having  agreed  to  the  Scotch  militia  officers'  bill,  aqd  thp 
Irish  post  road  bill. — Adjourned.  4 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  82. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  conso- 
lidated fund  bill,  the  lottery  bill,  the  royal  family  annui- 
ties bill,  earl  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  lord  Rodney's  annuity 
bill,  the  auditors9  bill,  the  warehousing  bill,  the  Irish 
postage  bill,  the  stage  coach  bill,  the  woods  and  forests  re- 
gulation bill,  the  Windsor  forest  bill,  the  London  addi- 
tional force  repeal  bill,  the  militia  officers9  pav  bill,  the 
Jiublic  harbours  bill,  the  Irish  hops  bill,  the  bankrupt  laws 
ill,  and  some  other  public  and  private  bills,  amounting  in 
all  to  twenty-two. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  Spen- 
cer, and  Lord  Walsingham. 

The  customs  regulation  bill,  the  oak  bark  bill,  the  Scotch 
forfeited  estates  bill,  and  a  few  other  bills  that  remained  for 
a  third  reading,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

In  the  appeal  "  Henderson  v.  Ramsay,"  judgment  was 

Siven,  on  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  affirming  the 
ecree  of  the  court  of  session. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


TUESDAY,  JULY 

According  to  summons,  delivered  by  the  deputy  gentle- 
man usher  of  the  black  rod,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
Tlouse  of  Peers,  and,  on  its  return,  the  Speaker  stated  that 
the  royal  assent  had  been  given  by  commission  to  several 
public  and  private  bills. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hobbouse,  a  new  writ  was  ordered 
Sox  the  borough  of  Bodmin  in  Cornwall,  in  room  of  John 

Serjeantf 
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Serjeant,  Esq.  who  has  accepted  the  office  of  steward  of 
the  Gliiliern  Hundreds. 

The  account  presented  on  the  17th  inst.  by  Mr.  Wood- 
ford, relative  to  the  additions  made  to  the  public  debt,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  announced  their  Lordships* 
1  assent  to  the  crown  leases  bill,  the  receiver  general  of  the 
customs  regulation  bill,  the  Scotch  exchequer  chambers 
bill,  the  Scotch  forfeited  estates  bill,  the  Scotch  canal  bill, 
the  public  harbours  preservation  bill,  the  Grenada  loan 
bill,  and  the  oak  bark  bill. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  23. 

The  House  met  about  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  for  Ire- 
land, presented  the  third  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
inquiry  in  Ireland ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  {able, 
ana  to  be  printed. 

The  House  was  adjourned  during  pleasure,  to  robe. 

About  a  quarter  past  three,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  and  Earl  Spencer,  took  their  seats  in  their 
robes,  as  his  Majesty's  commissioners.  Mr.  Quarme,  the 
deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod,  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  require  their  attendance. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  whole  House,  shortly  came 
to  the  bar ;  when,  his  Majesty's  commission  having  been 
read  at  the  table,  the  royal  assent  was  notified,  in  the  usual 
form,  to  the  Scots  treasury  chambers  bill,  the  Scots  for- 
feited estates  bill,  the  customs  regulation  bill,  the  oak  bark 
bill,  the  public  harbours  bill,  the  ecclesiastical  corporation 
bill,  and  Houston's  estate  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then,  in  his  Majesty's  namc;  deli- 
vered the  following  speech : 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

i  "  His  Majesty  has  commanded  us  to  acquaint  you,  that 

.  the  state  of  the  public  business  enables  his  Majesty  to  close 

this  session  of  Parliament. 

"  We  are,  at  the  same  tiin§>  directed  to  express  to 

you 
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yon  the  great  satisfaction  which  his  Majesty  has  derived 
from  your  unremitting  zeal  and  diligence,  and  from  that 
attention  to  the  most  important  interests  of  his  empire, 
which  has  bees  s6  conspicuously  manifested  in  all  your 
proceedings* 

**  The  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  per- 
manent improvement  of  the  various  branches*  of  our  mili- 
tary system,  your  attention  to  combine  these  arrange- 
ments with  the  great  objects  of  public  economy,  and  the 
regulations  which  you  have  established  for  the  speedy  and 
effectual  audit  of  thfe  public  accounts,  call  for  his  Majesty's 
particular  acknowledgments. 

41  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Common*) 

"  We  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  thank 
you  for  the  provision  which  you  have  made  for  the  various 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  particularly  by  raising 
within  the  year  so  very  large  a  proportion  of  the  necessary- 
supplies;  a  measure  in j  itself  highly  advantageous,  and 
which  must  c*eate,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  most  fa- 
vourable impression  of  our  national  resources,  and  of  the 
spirit  which  animates  the  British  people.  You  may  be 
assured  that  the  utmost  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  fru- 
gal administration  of  those  supplies  which  you  have  so 
liberally  granted. 

"  His  Majesty  is  particularly  sensible  of  the  fresh  proof 
be  has  received  of  your  affectionate  attachment  to  him,  in 
the  provision  which  you  have  made  for  enabling  the  younger* 
branches  of  his  Royal  Family  to  meet  the  necessary  ex- 
pellees of  their  station. 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen^ 
"  His  Majesty,  being  always  anxious  for  the  restoration 

4  of 
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6f  peace  cm  just  and  honourable  terms,  is  engaged  in  dis- 
cussions with  a  yiew  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  most 
desirable  end.  Their  success  must  depend  on  a  cone* 
•ponding  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy ;  and  in 
every  event  his  Majesty  looks  with  the  fullest  confidence 
to  the  continuance  of  that  union  and  public  spirit  among 
all  ranks  of  his  people,  which  can  alone  give  energy  to 
war  and  security  to  peace." 

His  Majesty's  commission  for  proroguing  the  Parliament 
was  read  at  the  table,  the  same  noble  Lords  sitting  as 
commissioners. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  said ; 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

"  By  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  comtniision  under  the 
Great  Seal,  to  us  and  other  Lords  directed,  and  now 
read,  we  do,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  and  in  obedience  to 
his  commmands,  prorogue  this  Parliament  to  Thursday, 
the  28th  day  of  August  next,  to  be  then  here  holden ,  and 
this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thursday  the 
88th  day  of  August  next. 

• 

The  Speaker  and  the  Commons  withdrew  from  the 
bar,  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  retired  from  tht 
House. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   JULY  S3. 

The  Speaker  came  to  the  House  about  three  o'clock 

About  half  past  three,  Mr.  Quarme,  the  deputy  usher  of 
the  black  rod,  entered,  and  summoned  the  House  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  royal  commission  read  for  pass- 
ing bills,  and  proroguing  the  Parliament.  The  Speaker 
went  out,  accompanied  by  all  the  members  present,  about 

forty 
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forty  in  number.  In  about  twenty  miuutes  he  returned, 
and  standing  at  the  table,  with  the  members  around  hira, 
lie  stated  that  to  prevent  mistakes,  he  had  procured  a  copy 
of  his  Majesty's  speech,  which,  with  their  permission,  he 
"would  read.  He  then  read  the  speech,  ana  the  members 
separated.  Thus  ended  the  fourth  session  of  the  second 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.    ' 


■         *• 
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PUBLIC  ACTS. 


The  following  BILLS  received  the  Royal  Assent  in  the  coarse  of 
the  Fourth  Session  of  the  Second  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


Fkbbuary  7,  1906. 

AN  act  to  empower  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer  to  constitute 
a  trustee  for  the  execution  of  the  said  office  in  the  case  there- 
in mentioned. 

February  12. 

An  act  for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Majesty  certain  duties 
upon  malt  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six. 

An  act  for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Majesty  a  duty  on  pen- 
sions, offices,  and  personal  estates  in  Eugland,  and  certain  duties  on 
sugar,  malt,  tobacco,*  and  snuff,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  sen  ice  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

February  28. 

An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  five  millions,  by  loan  or  exchequer 
bills,  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one  thousand* 
eight  hundred  and  six. 

An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  a  certain  annuity  to  Lady 
Viscountess  Nelson,  in  consideration  of  the  eminent  services  per- 
formed by  the  late  Vice-admiral  Lord  Viscount  Nelson  to  liis  Ma- 
jesty and  the  public. 

An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  a  certain  annuity  to  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  Baronet,  in  consideration  of  the  emi- 
nent services  which  he  has  rendered  to  his  Majesty  and  the  public, 

» 

March  22. 

An  act  for  settling  and  securing  certain  annuities  on  Cuthbert 
Lord  ColUngwood,  and  the  several  o^ier  persons  therein  described, 

in 
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4n  consideration  of  the  signal  and  important  service  performed  by 
the  said  Cuthbert  Lord  Collingwood  to  Hs  Majesty  and  the  public. 

An  act  to  continue  several  acts  for  granting  certain  rates  and  da-* 
ties,  and  allowing  certain  drawbacks  and  bounties,  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize,  imported  into,  and  exported  from,  Ireland,  and 
for  granting  a  duty  upon  malt  and  spirits  made  and  distilled  in  Ire* 
land,  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six ;  and  for  granting  certain  inland  duties  of  excise 
and  taxes  in  Ireland,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven. 

An  act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  to  amend,  several  acts  for  " 
regulating  the  drawbacks  and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  sugar 
from  Ireland. 

An  act  for  further  continuing,  u^til  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  an  act,  passed  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  discontinuing  certain 
drawbacks  and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  sugar  from  Great 
Britain  5  and  for  allowing  other  drawbacks  and  bounties  in  lieu 
thereof. 

An  act  for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion  ;  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters,  within  the  United  King- 
dom, and  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Aldemey,  Sark,  and 
Man. 

An  act  for  the  regulation  of  his  Majesty's  royal  marine  forces 
while  on  shore. 

An  act  for  allowing  the  exportation  of  corn  and  other  articles  for 
the  use  of  his  Majesty's  forces  and  garrisons. 

An  act  to  indemnify  such  persons  in  the  United  Kingdom  as 
have  omitted  to  qualify  themselves  tor  offices  and  employments, 
and  for  extending  the  times  limited  for  those  purposes  respectively, 
until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six  5  and  to  permit  such  persons  in  Great  Britain  as  have 
omitted  ta  make  and  file  affidavits  of  the  execution  of  indentures 
of  clerks  to  attorneys  and  solicitors,  to  make  and  file  the  same,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  Michaelmas  term  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six. 

An  act  to  .continue,  until  the  first  day  of  June  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  amend,  an  act,  passed  in  the  thirty- 

v  seventh  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  carrying  into  execution  the 

treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  between  his  Majesty 

^nd  the  United  States  of  America. 

An  act  to  permit,  until  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  March  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine,  the  exportation  to  the  United  King- 
(4om  of  wool  from  the  British  plantations  in  America* 

5C2  An 
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An  act  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the 
jnilitia  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one  -thousand  eight  hundred 
giid  bix. 

'  An  act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,,  and  amend,  so  much  of  an  act, 
made  in  the  thirty-ninth  and  fortieth  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
as  grants  certain  allowances  to  adjutants  and  serjeant-majors  of  the 
migtia  of  England,  disembodied  under  an  act  of  the  same  session 
offtarliament. 

An  act  for  making  allowances  in  certain  cases  to  subaltern  officers 
of  the  militia  in  Great  Britain,  while  disembodied. 

An  act  for  defray  ng,  until  the  twenty-hfth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  militia  of  Ireland,-  for  holding  courts  martial  on 
Serjeant- majors,  serjeants,  corporals,  and  drummers,  for  offences 
committed  during  the  time  such  militia  shall  not  be  embodied ; 
and  for  making  allowances  in  certain  cases  to  subaltern  officers  of 
the  said  m.litia  during  peace. 

An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  in  the.  forty- 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  enabling  sub- 
jects of  foreign  states  to  enlist  as  soldiers  in  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  to  inde.  unify  those  who  have  advised  his  Majesty  to  land  such 
soldiers  in  this  kingdom.' 

An  act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  the  operation  of  an  act,  passed 
In  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  to  suspend  proceedings  in  actions, 
prosecutions,  and  proceedings  under  certain  acts,  rtiating  to  the 
woollen  manufacture j  and  also  under  an  act  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  certain  persons  employed  or  concerned 
in  the  said  manufacture. 

An  act  for  allowing,  until  the  signature  of  preliminary  articles 
pf  peace,  vessels  employed  in  the  Greenland  whale  fishery  to  cowr 
plete  their  hill  number  of  men,  at  certain  ports. 

An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  the  twenty- fifth  day  of 
Match  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  an  act,  made  in  the 
thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  rentler- 
tng  the  payment  of  creditors  more  equal  and  expeditious  in  Scot* 
land. 

An  act  to  enable  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  West  Riding 
of  the  county  oi  York,  to  provide  convenient  court  houses  for 
folding  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  within  the  said 
jlidiiig. 

An  act  for  taking  down  and  re-building  the  body  of  the  parish 
church  of  Chertsey,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  for  repairing  the 

tower 
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rower  thereof,  and  "building  a  vestry  room  near  or  adjoining  to  the 
«aid  church. 

« 

An  act  fof  altering  and  amending  an  act,  passed  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  his" present  Majesty,  intituled,  "  An  act  for  lighting  suph 
part  of  the  town  of  Islington  as  lies  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary, 
Islington,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  for  establishing  a  regu- 
lar nightly  watch  therein  5"  and  for  removing  and  prevemiug^nui- 
sances  within  the  said  town  and  parish.  *«. 

An  act  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  two  acts,  of  the 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  so  far  as  re- 
late to  the  road  from  the  south  end  of  the  town  of  Rotherham,  in 
the  county  of  York,  to  the  present  turnpike  road  near  Pleasley,  in 
the  county  of  Derby. 

An  act  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  two  acts,  of  the 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth  years  ot  his  present  Majesty,  for  amending 
and  widening  the  road  from  Tinsley,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  the 
town  of  Doncaster,  in  the  said  county. 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  th  ^  powers,  of  three 
acts,  passed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  i..te  Majesty,  and  in 
the  fourteenth  and  twentieth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  re- 
pairing the  road  from  Wetherby  to  Grassington,  in  the  county  of 
York,  so  far  as  the  said  acts  relate  to  the  road  troiii  Knaresborough 
to  the  junction  of  the  road  trom  Kipon  to  Pateley  Biidge. 

An  act  for  making  and  maintaining  a  road  from  Great  Bridge- 
water  Street,  in  Manchester,  across  the  river  lrvvell,  through  Sal- 
foxd  to  Eccles,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  and  several 
brandies  of  road  to  communicate  therewith. 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers,  of  two  acts,  of  the  fourth  and  twenty-rifth  years  of  his 
present  Majesty,  for  repairing  the  roads  leading  trom  the  Buck's 
Head  at  Watling  Street,  and  other  roads  therein  mentioned,  in  the 
county  of  Salop  j  and  for  making  a  new  branch  of  road  adjoining 
pr  near  to  the  said  roads. 

March  31. 

fin  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  ten  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  lor  the  berviee  ot  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  tne  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  six. 

An  act  for  raising  the  *uinof  one  million  rive  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  by  loa:;s  or  exchequer  bills,  lor  the  service  ot  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  .. 

An  act  for  continuing,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  so  mucn  of-  i»n  act,  nia«ie  m 
ttyt  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  years  of  his  iate  Majesty,  as  relates  to 

the 
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the  landing  of  mm  or  spirits,  of  the  British  sugar  plantations, 
fore  payment  of  the  duties  of  excise. 

An  act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one* 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  several  laws  relating  to  the 
transportation  of  felons  and  other  olfenders  to  temporary  places  of 
confinement  in  England  and  Scotland. 

« 

An  act  to  enable  the  Huddcrsfield  caaal  company  to  raise  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  money  for  the  discharge  of  their  debts  and  to  finish 
and  complete  theHuddcrsiicld  canal,  and  for  amending  the  several 
sets  passed  for  making  and  maintaining  die  said  canal. 

An  act  for  making  and  maintaining  a  road  from  the  town  of 
Huddersfield,  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  to  a 
place  called  New  Hey,  in  the  parish  of  Rochdale,  in  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancaster,  and  for  making  and  maintaining  certain 
branches  of  road  to  communicate  therewith. 

An  act  to  continue  and  amend  two  acts/  passed  in  the  fifth  and 
twenty-sixth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,*  tor  repairing  several 
roads  leading  from  Lymington,  in  the  county  of  Southampton; 
and  for  amending  and  widening  the  road  to  Wilverlcy  Post,  in  the 
New  Forest. 

An  act  for  Continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  th» 
powers,  of  two  acts,  passed  in  die  fourth  and  twenty- fifth  years  of 
bis  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  and  widening  several  roads  lead- 
ing from  Callington,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall. 

* 

APRIL  2. 

An  act  for  reviving  and  continuing  several  laws  of  customs,-* 
relating  to  the  establishing  courts  of  judicature  in  the  island  of 
Newfoundland ;  and  to  die  prohibiting  the  exportation  from,  and 
permitting  die  importation  to,  Great  Britain,  of  corn,  and  for  al- 
lowing the  importation  of  other  articles  of  provision,  widiout  pay- 
ment of  duty,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand 
ei^ht  hundred  and  nine;  and  for  continuing  several  laws  relating 
to  the  granting  a  bounty  upon  certain  species  of  British  and  Irish 
linens  exported  from  Great  Britain,  aud  taking  off  the  duties  on 
importation  into  Great  Britain  of  foreign  raw  linen  yarns  made  of 
flax  5  to  the  granting  a  bounty  upon  the  importation  into  Great 
.Britain  of  hemp  and  rough  and  undressed  flax  from  his  Majesty's 
colonies  in  America ;  and  to  the  encouragement  of  the  Greenland 
whale  fisheries ;  and  for  reviving  and  continuing  several  laws  re- 
lating to  the  regulating  the  prices  at  which  corn  and  grain  may  be 
exported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  and  from  Ireland  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  to  die  admission  to  entry  in  Great  Britain  of  oil  and 
blubber  or  Newfoundland,  taken  by  his  Majesty's  subjects  carrying 
•u  die  iishory  from,  and  residing  in,  die  said  island  $  and  for  con- 

4  tinuing 
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tinning  an  act  of  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  fop 
the  more  effectual  encouragement  of  the  manufactures  of  flax  and 
cotton  in  Great  Britain  j  and  for  reviving  and  continuing  several 
laws  relating  to  the  permitting  the  importation  into  Great  Britain 
of  hides  and  other  articles  in  foreign  ships 5  and  to  the  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  from  Ireland  of  corn  or  potatoes,  or  other  pro- 
ions,  and  to  the  permitting  the  importation  into  Ireland  of  corn, 
fish,  and  provisions,  without  payment  of  duty,  until  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight ;  and  for 
reviving  and  continuing  an  act,  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  flaxen  and  hempen  manufactures  of  Ireland,  until  die 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  ;  and  for  amending  and  further  continuing  an  act,  made  in 
the  seventh  year  of  his.  present  Majesty,  for  the  free  importation 
into  Great  Britain  of  cochineal  and  indigo,  until  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

An  act  for  enabling  the  trustees  for  executing  "an  act,  passed  ia 
the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  "  An  act 
for  rebuilding  the  workhouse. of  the  parish  of  Saint  Sepulchre,  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of 
the  poor  in  the  said  parish,"  to  raise  a  further  sum  of,  money  for 
completing  the  purposes  of  the  said  act. 

An  act  for  making  and  maintaining  a  road  from  Millbridge  to 
Cleckheaton,  in  the  parish  of  Birstall,  all  in  the  West  Riding  of 
the  county  of  York. 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers,  of  so  much  of  two  acts,  passed  in  the  fifth  and  twenty- 
sixth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,4 for  repairing  the  road  from 
Bawtry  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  to  Hainton,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  and  other  roads  therein  mentioned,  as  relate* 
to  the  first  and  second  districts  of  roads  therein  described. 


April  21. 

An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  twenty  millions  by  way  of  an- 
nuities. 

An  act  to  enable  the  commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  treasury  of 
Ireland  to  issue  treasury  bills,  on  the  credit  of  such  aids  or  supplies 
as  have  been  or  shall  be  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  service  of 
Ireland,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and  for 
making  forth  duplicates  of  treasury  bills  lost  or  destroyed. 

An  act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  an  act,  made  in  the  forty-fourth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  empowering  his  Majesty  to  accept 

the 
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the  services  of  such  parts  of  his  militia  forces  in  Ireland,  as  might 
voluntarily  offer  themselves  to  be  employed  in  Great  Britain. 

An  act  to  authorize  his  Majesty,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March'  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  to  make  regulations 
respecting  the  trade  and  commerce  to  and  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  an  act,  made  in  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  the  more  effectual  en* 
couragement  of  the  British  fisheries.  - 

An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  oyster,  sole,  and  salmon  fisheries, 
within  the  harbour  of  Milford,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  and 
the  rivers  running  into  the  said  harbour.    , 

An  act  for  enabling  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Roch- 
dale canal  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  discharge  of  their 
debts,  and  to  amend  the  several  acts  passed  for  making  and  main* 
taming  the  said  canal. 

Mat  5. 

An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  three  millions  by  bans  or  ex- 
chequer bills,  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  for  die  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

An  act  for  repealing  the  several  duties  of  customs  upon  tea  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain,  and  granting  a  duty  in  lieu  thereof,  and 
for  granting  to  his  Majesty  additional  duties  of  excise  on  tea. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty,  during  the  present  war,  and  "-> 
for  six  months  after  the  expiration  thereof  by  the  ratification  of  df 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  additional  duties  on  certain  goods,  waxes, 
and  merchandize,  imported  into,  exported  from,  or  brought  or  car- 
ried coastwise  within  Great  Britain. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty,  until  ,twelve  months  after  the 
ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  additional  duties  of  excise 
on  tobacco  and  snuff. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  certain  stamp  duties  on  ap- 
praisements, and  on  licences  to  appraisers  in  Great  Britain. 

An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  a  certain  annuity  to  Vice- 
admiral  Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth,  knight  of  the  most  honour- 
able order  of  the  bath,  in  consideration  of  the  eminent  services 
which  he  has  rendered  to  his  Majesty  and  the  public. 

An  act  for  carrying  to  the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain  the 
duties  on  wine,  granted  by  two  acts  of  the  forty-third  and  forty- 
fourth  year  of  his  present  Majesty. 

An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment,  as  charges  a  duty  of  three  shillings  upon  certain  tenements 
or  dwelling  houses  in  Ireland. 

.  An  act  to  revive  and  amend  so  much  of  an  act,  made  in  the  forty- 
third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  granting  certain  stamp  duties 
in  Ireland,  as  provides  for  the  exempting  from  the  said  duties  bank 
notes  and  batik  post  bills  issued  by  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland. 

•  •         • 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the 
ordnance. 

i  An  act  to  declare  the.  law  with  respect  to  vfitnesses  refusing  to 
answer. 

Aii  act  for  better  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
township  of  Colne,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  with 

water.  t 

« 

-  An  act  for  amending,  altering,  and  enlarging,  the  powers  of  se- 
veral acts,  passed  for  paving,  pitching,  cleansing,  and  lighting,  the. 
streets  and  other  places  within  the  city  of  Bristol  and  liberties. 
thereof. 

An  act  to  continue  and  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  the  roads  leading  from 
Lutterworth  Hand,  on  the  Wading  Street  road,  through  Church- 
over,  Brownsover,  Newbojd  upon  Avon,  Rugby,,  and  .Biltori,  in 
the  county  of"  Warwick,  to  the  turnpike  road  between  Dunchurch . 
and  HUftnorton,  in  the  said  county. 

An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  in 
the  thirty-ninth  and  fortieth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  as  relates. 
to  repairing  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  to ; 
other  roads  witliin  the  said  county. 

An  act  to  continue  the  term,  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  two* 
acts,  passed  in  the  fifth  and  twenty-fourth  years  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  repairing  and  widening  the  road  from  Alfofd  to  Bos- 
ton, aad  from  thence  to  Cowbridge,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

May  23. 

An  act  for  raising  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  way  of  annuities 
or  debentures,  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 

An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  by 
treasury  bills,  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six. 

An  act  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  Judge  of  the  court  of 
admiralty  in  Scotland,  and  of  the  judges  of  the  commissary  court 
i*  Edinburgh.  • 

An  act  for  extending  the  anhuity*  granted  to  the  Earl  of  St.  Via- 
Vol.  III.  1805-0.  £  Q  cent 
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cent  to  the  two  next  persons  to  whom  the  tide  of  Viscount  St. 
Vincent  is  limited. 

"  An  act  for  continuing  an  act,  made  in  this  session  of  Parliament, 
intituled,  "  An  act  tor  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  for 
tike  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters,  within  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Aldemeyj 
Sark,  and  Man." 

An  act  to  repeal  several  acts,  passed  in  the  forty-third  and  forry* 
fourth  years,  respectively,  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  for  the 
raising  and  establishing  an  additional  force  for  the  defence  of  the 
realm.  ': 

An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  by  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  into  any  islands,  colonies,  plantations,  or  territories, 
belonging  to  any  foreign  sovereign,  state  or  power ;  and  also  to> 
render  more  effectual  a  certain  order,  made  by  his  Majesty  in 
council  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  (except  in  cer- 
tain cases)  into  any  of  the  settlements,  islands,  colonies,  or  plan-. 
tat  ions  on  the  continent  of  America,  or  in  the  West  Indies,  which 
have  been  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms  during  the  preseat 
war,  and  to  prevent  the  fitting  out  of  foreign  slave  ships  from  Bri- 
tish ports. 

An  act  for  indemnifying  all  persons  who  have  been  concerned 

npc 

India  islands,  and  the  colonies,  settlements,  and  territories  which 
have  \  e.n  conquered  by  his  Majesty's  arms. 

An  act  for  the  more  speedy,  trial  of  offences  committed  in  dis- 
tant parts  upon  the  sea. 

An  act  to  enable  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
York  to  provide  a  convenient  house,  with  suitable  accommoda- 
tions,  for  nis  Majesty's  judges  of  the  assizes  of  the  said  county. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  preventing  frauds  and  abuses  in  the 
admeasurement  and  delivery 'of  coals,  within  the  several  parishes 
lying  between  the  parishes  of  Egham  and  Rptherhithe,  both  in- 
clusive, in  die  county  of  Surrey.  ^ 

An  act  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  several  acts, 
made  in  the  fifth  an^i  twenty  -fifth  years  of  King  George  the  Se- ' 
cond,  and  in  the  third,  eighteenth,  and  forty-fir*!  years  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  for  enlarging  the  pier  and  harbour  of  Scarborough, 
in  the  county  of  York. 

An  act  for  erecting  a  pier  and  other  works,  for  the  improvement 
.of  the  liarbour  of  Porthdiulleyn,  in  Carnarvon  bay,  in  the  county 
ofCaxnarwit  . 

An 
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An  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty-third  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  "  An  act  for  improving  and  ren- 
dering more  commodious  the  port  and  harbour  of  Bristol,"  ani  for 
extending  the  powers  and  provisions  of  the  said  act. 

An  act  tor  amen  l'ng  an  act,  passed  in  the  eleventh  year  of  fcir 
present  Majesty,  intituled,  €C  An  act  for  cleansing  and  lighting  the 
streets  of  the  town  of  South  Leith,  the  territor)  of  St.  Anthony's 
and  Yardheads,  thereunto  adjoining,  and  for  supplying  the  several 
£arts  thereof  with  fresh  water,"  and  for  the  better  regulating  th* 
police  of  the  said  town  and  territory,  and  of  the  town  of  North 
Leith,  Coalhill  and  Citadel,  and  for  other  purposes  there:n  men* 
ttoned  relating  thereto. 

An  act  for  the  more  speedy  and  easy  recovery  cf  small  debts  in 
the  town  and  borough  of  Grimsby,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  and 
in  the  several  parishes  and  places  therein  mentioned,  in  the  count/ 
of  Lincoln. 

An  act  for  building  a  new  gaol  for  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Cork,  and  for  supplying  the  said  gaol  with  water. 

An  act  (or  better  repairing  the  streets,  lanes,  and  passages,  with- 
in the  city  of  Exeter,  and  county  of  the  said  city,  and  for  amend- 
ing an  net,  passed  in  the  first  year°i  his.  present  Majesty,  intituled, 
**  An  act  for  enlightening  the  streets  within  the  city  of  Exetei 
and  suburbs  thereof,"  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  watch 
within  the  said  city  and  county,  and  for  otherwise  improving  the 
same. 

An  act  for  amending,  and  rendering  more  effectual,  an  act,* 
passed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  better 
paving,  cleansing,  and  otherwise  improving,  the  borough  of  Boston, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

An  act  for  amending,  and  rendering  more  effectual,  an  act, 

passed  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  lighting 

and  watching  the  streets,  lanes,  and  other  public  passages  and 

places,  within  die  borough  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 

.  and  for  removing  and  preventing  nuisances  therein. 

An  act  for  paving,  cleansing,  lighting,  watching,  and  regulating 
the  streets,  lanes,  and  other  public  passages  and  places  within  the 
\  city  of  Lichfield,  and  the  suburbs  thereof. 

An  act  for  paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  repairing,  and 
improving,  the  roads,  streets,  lanes,  and  other  public  passages  and 
places,  within  the  borough  of  tewes,'  in  the  county  ot  Sussex, 
and  for  removing  and  preventing  nuisances  and  encroachments 
therein.  / 

An  act  for  the  more  effectual  relief  and  employment  of  the 
poor,  in  the  parishes  of  Buxton,  Hevingham,  Marsi  am,  Strattoa 
strawless,  S wanton  Abbott,  Burgh  next  Aylsham,  Skeyton,  Bramp- 
ton, and  Oxnead.  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 

*B4  An 
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An  act  for  taking  down  find  rebuilding  the  bridge  across  */ie 
river  Severn,  at  Gfoucester,  called  the  Westgate  Bridge,  and  far 
opening  convenient  avenues  thereto. 

An  act  for  repealing  two  acts,  passed  in  the  second  and  twenty- 
fourth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  the  road  fmova 
Cosham,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  to  the  city  of  G-hic&eetcr, 
and  for  more  effectually  repairing  the  said  road. 

An  act  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  an  act,    passed  iia 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  more  effectually  re- 
pairing the  roads  from  Warwick  to  Paddle  Brook,  and  from'  War- 
wick to  Stratford  upon  Avon,  in  0  the  counties  of  Warwick  and 
Worcester,  and  for  repealing  the  laws  then  ia  force  relating  to  the 
said  roads. 

'  •  An  act  for  more  effectually  repairing  and  amending  certain  roads 
in  the  counties  of  Roxburgh  and  Berwick,  and  for  better  regulating 
the  statute  labour,  and  making  and  repairing  the  high  roads  and 
bridges  in  the  said  county  of  Roxburgh.  • 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers,  of  two  acts,  passed  in  the  second  and  seventeenth  years  of 
nis  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  the  road  leading  from  the  turn- 
pike road  on  Farrand's  Common,  through  Holt  and  Melksham,  to 
Roman's  Stile,  in  the  parish  of  Lacock,  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  repairing,  widening,  and  improving, 

the  roads  from  the  city  of  Gloucester  to  the  top  of  Birdlip  Hill,  , 

and  from  the  foot  of  the  said  hill  to  the  top  of  Crickley  Hill,  in  ' 

the  county  of  Gloucester.  ^ 

An  act  to  continue  the  term,,  and  enlarge  the  powers,  of  two 
acts,  passed  in  the  fourth  and  twenty-fifth  years  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  repairing  and  widening  the  roads  from  the  High  Bridge 
in  Spalding  to  a  certain  place  called  Tydd  Goat,  in  the  county  of 
-  Lincoln,  and  from  Suttoa  Saint  Mary's  to  Sutton  Wash,  in  the 
said  county. 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 

Kwers,  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  present 
ajesty,  for  amending  and  widening  several  roads  leading  from 
and  through  the  town  of  Wiveliscombe,  in  the  county  of  Somer- 
set, and  other  roads  therein  mentioned,  and  for  amending  and 
Widening  certain  other  roads  adjoining  thereto.         ^     *  "* 

An  act  for  amending,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  road  leading 
from  the  guide  post  at  the  top  of  Stanwix  Bank,  near  the  city  <* 
Carlisle/  to  Westliriton  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

JUHB  9. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment,  at  the  bank  of  Ireland,  of  thl 
interest  on  certaiS  debentures  now  payable  at  the  exchequer  d 


* * 


n  Inland,  and  also  for  altering  the  davs  of  payment  of  the  interest 

r:  of  dividends  on  tertain  annuities  in  Ireland. 

An  act  for  establishing  certain  regulations  in  the  collection  and 
:~  management  of  his  Majesty's  revenues  of  customs,  excise,  and 

taxes,  in  Ireland. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  last  session  of  Parliamfentj 
4br  the  collection  of  the  malt  duties,  in  Ireland,  and  regulating  tha 

trade  of  a  maltster. 

•  -  »  •  .  * 

An  act  to  amend  ah  act,  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  for 
continuing  and  amending  several  acts:  for  regulating  and  securing 
the  collection  of  the  duties  on  spirituous  liquors  distilled  in  Ireland, 
and  the  warehousing  of  such  spirits  for  exportation. 

An  act  to  t egulate  the  packing  of  butter  in  Ireland  for  sale  or 
exportation. 

An  act  to  authorize  certain  public  officers  to  send  and  receive 
letters  and  packets  by  the  post  tree  from  the  duty  of  postage. 

•  An  acfc  for  amending  an  act,  passed  in  Ireland  in  the  twenty* 
•ninth  year  of  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  "  An  act  tor 
amending  and  making  more  effectual  the  several  laws  relating  to 
the  first  fruits,  payable  out  of  ecclesiastical  benefices  in  this  king- 
dom, and  for  the  better  regulation  and  Management  of  the  chari- 
table bequest  o£  Doctor  Hugh  Boulter,  late  Lord  Archbishop  of 
Armagh,  for  augmenting  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy  in 
this  kingdom/'  so  far  only  as  relates  to  the  said  charitable  bequest. 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  several  acts,  passed  in  the  fortieth, 
4  forty-fourth,  and  forty-fifth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  making 
Vet  docks,  basons,  cuts,  and  other  works,  for  the  greater  acconv» 
mo  jation  and  security  of  shipping,  commerce,  and  revenue,  with** 
in  the  port  of  Jxmdon  -,  and  tor  other  the  purposes  in  tfre  said  acts 
thentioned  j  and  for  enlarging  the  powers  thereby  granted  to  the 
London  dock  company. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  paving,  and  Keeping  in  repair,  th* 
footways  and  crosspaths,  and  lighting  and  cleansing  the  streets, 
lanes,  and  other  public  passages  and  places,  within  the  town  of 
Uxbridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  for  removing  2nd  pre- 
venting nuisances  and  annoyances  therein,  and  for  watching  an4 
Catering  the  said  town. 

.    An  act  for  repairing  the  parish  church  of  Great  Yarmouth,  io* 
.  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  rebuilding  the  tower  thereof. 

An  act  for  maintaining  a  wooden  bridge  over  the  river  Clydr^ 
from  the  city  of  Glasgow  to  Hutdiison  Town,  in  the  county  of 
Lanark. 

An.  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
'  powers,  of  several  acts,  passed  for  repairing  the  roads  from  the 

,  *  tow* 
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town  of  Selby  to  the  town  of  Leeds,  and  other  roads  therein  men* 
tioned,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  roads  leading  from  Leeds 
to  Halifax,  and  the  roads  called  Bowling  Lane  and  Little  Horton 
Xane,  all  in  the  West  Riding  of  die  county  of  York. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  improving  the  roads  from  Manches- 
ter, in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  through  Oldham  to  Aus- 
terlands,  in  the  parish  of  Saddleworth,  in  the  county  of  York, 
and  from  Oldham  to  Ashton  under  Lyne,  and  from  Oldham  to  the 
village  of  Royton,  in  the  said  county  palatine  of  Lancaster. 

June  13. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty,  during  the  present  war,  and 
until  the  sixth  day  of  April  next  alter  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  further  additional  rates  and  duties  in  Great  Britain 
on  the  rates  and  duties  on  profits  arising  from  property,  professions, 
trades,  and  offices  5  and  for  repealing  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty- 
fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repealing  certain  parts  of  an 
act,  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  present  Majtrty,  for  grant- 
ing a  contribution  on  the  profits  arising  from  property,  professions, 
trades,  and  offices ;  and  to  consolidate,  and  render  more  effectual, 
the  provisions  for  collecting  the  said  duties. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty,  until  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  September  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  certain  duties 
on  the  importation,  and  to  allow  certain  drawbacks  and  bounties 
on  the  exportation,  of  certain  sorts  of  iron,  sugar,  and  tea,  into 
and  from  Ireland. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  several  duties  under  the  care  of  the  com- 
missioners for  managing  the  duties  upon  stamped  vellum,  parch- 
ment, and  paper,  in  Ireland,  and  to  grant  new  and  additional 
duties  in  lieu  thereof;  and  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
•tamp  duties  in  Ireland. 

An  act  to  repeal  several  acts,  passed  in  the  forty- third  and  forty- 
fourth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  raising  and  establishing  an 
additional  force  in  Ireland  for  the  defence  of  the  realm. 

An  act;  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts 
within  the  Lie  of  Wight,  in  the  county  of  Southampton. 

An  act  for  better  paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  and 
otherwise  improving,  the  city  of  Norwich. 

•   ■ 

An  act  for  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty- 
third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  rebuilding  the  tower  of  the 
parish  church  of  Saint  Peter,  in  the  borough  and  liberty  of  .Saint  ■ 
Alban,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  together  with  die  chauccl  there- 
of, and  for  more  effectually  repairing  the  said  parish  church. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  repairing  the  road  from  Dunchurch 

t# 
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to  Hiflrnorton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  from  thence  to 

Saint  James's  End,  in  .the  pariah  of  Duston,  in  the  county  of 

Northampton. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  repairing  the  roads  from  the  north' 
west  parts  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  through  Nettlehara  Fields, 
Wragby  Lane,  and  Baumber  Fields,  to  the  northeast  part  of  the. 
said  county,  and  other  roads  therein  described,  in  the  said  county. 

An  act  for  altering,  amending,  and  consolidating  several  acts, 
so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  road  from  Renfrew  to  Greenock^ , 
and  from  Kilbarchan  to  Inchinnan  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Ren- 
frew. 

Junv  20. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  certain  duties  upon  malt  and 
spirits  made  in  Ireland. 

An  act  for  punishing  iputiny  and  desertion,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters. 

An  act  for  making  better  provision  for  soldiers. 

An  act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  amend  an  act,  made  in  the 
fast  session  of  Parliament,  for  appointing  commissioners  to  inquire 
and  examine  into  any  irregularities  and  abuses  which  might  have 
taken  place  in  conducting  and  managing  the  paving,  cleansing,  and 
lighting  the  streets  of  Dublin. 

•  An  act  for  making  and  maintaining  a  navigable  canal  from  die 
harbour  of  Ardrossan*  in  the  county  of  Ayr,,  to  Tradestown,  near 
Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  and  a  collateral  .cut  from  the 
said  canal  to  the  coal  works  at  Hurlet,  in  the  county  of  Renfrew.    . 

An  act  to  alter,  explain,  amend,  and  enlarge  the  powers  of  an 
act,  passed  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  late  Majesty,  to  enable  the  pro-' 
prietors  and  inhabitants  of  the  houses  in  Red  Lion  Square,  in  the 
county  of- Middlesex,  to  make  a  rate  on  themselves  for  raising 
money  sufficient  to  inclose,  pave,  watch,  clean,  and  adorn,  the  said 
square. 

.  An  act  for  more  effectually  maintaining,  regulating,  and  employ- 
ing, the  poor  within  the  parish  of  Saint  George,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  for  cleansing  and  lighting  the  squares^  streets,  and 
other  passages  and  places,  and  for  keeping  and  regulating  a  nightly 
watch  within  such  parts  of  the  said  parish  as  are  not  within  the 
liberty  of  the  tower  of  London.  • 

An  act  for  opening  and  improving  certain  streets  in  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  and  tor  removing  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  said  city  to 
a  more  Convenient  situation. 


July 


Jul*  3. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  an  additional  duty  on  rj& 
•mount  of  the  duties  under  the  management  of  the  cornmbaktaenr 
ftr  eke  affairs  of  Uses  therein  mentioned. 

An  act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  permit  the  importation  and' 
exportation  of  certain  goods  and  commodities  into  and  from  thef 
port  of  Road 'Harbour,  in  the  island  of  Tortola. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  examination  of  account* 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in  the  West  Indies,  and9 
far  the  better  discovery  of  frauds  and  abtfeea  therein. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament/ 
for  regulating  licences  for  tlie  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  wine,  beer, 
ale,  and  cyder,  by  retail,  in  Ireland. 

An  act  to  amend  several  acts  for  the  encouragement  of  finding 
and  working  mines  and  minerals  within  Ireland. 

An  act  for  granting  rates  of  postage  on  the  conveyance  of  letters 
and  packets  to  and  from  Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Malta. 

An  act  for  permitting  Prussian  yam  to  be  imported  in  foreign 
strips  on  payment  of  the  like  duties  as  if  imported  in  British  ships. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  officer  of  receiver  gene- 
ral of  the  duties  of  excise  in  Eugland. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation,  of  the  officer  of  receiver  gene* 
sal  of  the  stamp  duties  in  England. 

.  An  act  for  continuing  the  encouragement  of  pertoa*  making  dis- 
coveries for  finding  the  longitude  at  sea,  or  other  useful  discoveries' 
and  improvements  in  navigation,  and  for  making  experiments  re* 
lating  thereto ;  and  for  discharging  certain  debt*  incurred  by  the* 
.commissioners  of  the  longitude  in  carrying  the  acts  relating  thereto 
into  execution. 

An  act  to  confirm  an  agreement  entered  into  bet  ween  the  com* 
mis&ioncrs.  of  his  Majesty's  treasury  and  the  moat  noble  Augustas 
Henry  Duke  of  Grafton,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  forty-third 
year  of  his  present  Majesty. 

An  act  to  explain,  amend,  and  vender  more  erlectaal,  two  acts, 
passed  in  the  twenty-second  and  thirty -second  years  of  hia  lata 
Majesty,  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  dohfta 
•within  the  town  qnd  borough  of  Southward,  and  the  several  pa- 
rishes and  places  in  the  said  acts  mentioned.  #    , 

An  act  to  explain,  amend,  and  extend  the  powers  and*  provwieoer 
cf  an  act,  passed  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  his  late  Majesty,  fat  Am  . 
jnere4  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts  within  ihe  weatejtt 
division  of  the  hundred  of  Brixton,  in  the  county  of  Surrey* 

An  act  for  the  better  relief,  maintenance,  and  employment  of. . 

.    ;  •  ■  ■  *»* 
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■fne  poor  within  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary  Whitechape],  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex;  for  cleansing  and  lighting  ths  squares  and 
other  passages  and  places,  and  keeping  a  nightly  watch  j  for  raising 
money  for  repairing  the  highways  in  certain  parts  of  the  saSd  parish ; 
and  for  raising  money  to  repair  the  church  of  the  said  parish. 

An  act  for  altering  and  amending  an  act,  made  in  the  thirty- 
•fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  watching,  paving,  cleansing, 
and  lighting,  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary-le-bone,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  for  the  better  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor 
thereof. 

A«  act  to  provide  a  fond  for  repairing  and  improving  the  har- 
bour  of  Dunbar,  and  other  public  works,  within  the  burgh  of 
punbar. 

An  act  for  improving  die  Birmingham  canal  navigations. 

v  An  act  for  better  enabling  the  company  of  proprietors  of  thp 
Croydon,  Merstham,  and  Godstone  iron  railway  to  complete  the 
same. 

An  act  for  better  *aabjjng  the  company  of  proprietors  d£  the 
Surrey  iron  railway  to  complete  the  same.  , 

»  *       * 

An  act  for  rjoore  effectually  draining  and  preserving  certain  feii 
Jands  lying  in  the  south  level,  part  of  the  great  level  of  the  fens 
called  Bedford  Level,  between  Brandon  Biver  and  Sam's  Cut 
brain. 

An  act  for  altering,  amending,  and  rendering  more  effectual, 
two  act*  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  King  George  the  Second 
arid  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  j>o  far  as  relate  to 
draining  and  preserving  certain  fen  lands  and  low  grounds  lying 
in  the  parishes  of  Sutton,  Mepsl,  Witcham,  Chatteris,  and  a  place 
called  Byal  Fen,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge,  and 
for  adding  thereto  certain 'other  fen  lands  in  Sutton  and  Chatteris 
lying  contiguous  to  the  lands  described  in  the  said  acts. 

An  act  to  enable  the  several  persons  therein  named  to  dispose  of 
several  houses  in  Pickett  8treet,  Temple  Bar,  in'  the  parish  ot 
Saint  Clement  Danes,  ip  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  in  Skinner 
Street,  Snow  Hill,  and  on  Snow  Hill,  and  in  Fleet  Market,  in  the 
pariah  of  Saint  Sepulchre,  in  the  city  of  London,  by  lottery. 

An  act  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  an  act,  of  the'  seven- 
teenth year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  the  road  leading1 
fr#oi  the  north  side  of  Cavendish  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
lhaough  the  town  of  Derby,  to  Brassington,  in  the  said  county. 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
'jx>wers,  of  two  acts,  passed  in  the  second  and  twenty-sixth  years 
of  his  present  Majesty,  fur  repairing  the  roads  io>m  a  certain 
fridge,  called  James  Deeping  Stone  fridge,  ^  Peter's  Gate,  in 

You.  11J.  ldQ£-$.  5  £  Stamford 
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Stamford,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  from  thence  to  the  soutl* 
Cod  of  the  town  of  Morcot,  in  the  county  of  Rutland. 

*  An  act  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  two  acts,  of  thfc 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing 
the  road  from  the  end  of  Stanbridge  Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Rom*" 
aey,  to  the  turnpike  road  at  Middle  Wallop,  apd  other  roads  there* 
jn  mentioned,  in  the  county  of  Southampton. 

;.  An  act  for  amending  and  repairing  of  the  road  leading  from 
the  town  of  Kilcullen,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  to  the  town  of 
Cailow. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  repairing  and  improving  the  road 
leading  from  the  west  end  of  the  town  of  BeaconsneJd,  in  tfie 
county  of  Buckingham,  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  rive  Colne, 
pear  Uxbridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

*  jyp  act  far  continuing  and  axpeqding  two  acts,  passed  in  the 
thirty-second  year  of  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  several  roads  there- 
in ^escribed,  so  far  as  the  said  acts  relate  to  the  district  of  road  be- 
tween Pateley  Bridge  and  Grassington,  in  the  county  of  York* 

JutT  13. 

U    * 

An  act  to  grant  certain  allowances  out  of  tfie  duties  under*  the 
management  ot  the  commissioners  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  to  per? 
^aons  in  respect  of  the  number  of  their  children. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  regulating  and  securing  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  spirits  distille4  in  Ireland,  and  the  warehousing  of 
such  spirits  for  exportation. 

An  apt  more  effectually  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties 
<oi)  goods,  ware*,  a^b  merchandize,  imported  or  exported  into  or 
from  Ireland,  and  the  payment  of  bounties,  allowances,  and  draw- 
packs  thereop. 

*  An  act  for  abolishing  fees  received  by  certain  officers  and  otltcr 

Serspns  employed  in  the  service  of  the  customs  in  the  port  of  Loi>~ 
on,  and  for  regulating  the  attendance  of  officers  and  others  so  em? 
-J>lpjfed. 

An  act  for  the  {>etter  regulation  of  the  office  of  receiver  general 
.pf  the  pos^  office  in  England.  --*..* 

An  act  for  better  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  thread  Jace  in 
-Great  Britain.  '  ' 

Ar*  act  for  reviving  and  continuing,  until  the  twenty-fifih  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  an  act,,  made  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  regulating  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  united  company  of  merchants  of  England  trading 

-       '  "  *  tQ 
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•to  the  feast  tndieSj  shall  hire  and  take  dp  ships  for  their  regular 
service.     -.,,.„ 

Aji  act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  grant  the  castle  of  Norwich^ 
with  the  common  gaol,  Castle  Hill,  and  certain  land  adjacent 
thereto,  hi  the  count/  of  TNorfolk,  and  for  vesting  the  same  in  his 
Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  for  the  use 
thereof,  anil  for  other  purposes  relating  thereto. 

An  act  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  act,  made'  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  the  further  improve- 
ment of  the  Port  of  London,  by  making  docks  and  other  works  at 
Black  wall,  for  the*'  accommodation  of  the  East  India  shipping  id 
the  said  port. 

* 

An  aef  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts 
within  the  townships  of  Stockport  and  Brinnington,  and  within  the 
hamlets  of  Edgeley  and  Brinksway,  all  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Chester. 

An  act  for  continuing  and  amending  several  acts  of  Parliament 
for  improving  the  port,  harbour,  and  town  of  Whitehaven,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland.  .  '    * 

Ah  act  for  paving*  lighting,  cleansing,  and  watching  the  burgh 
of  Paisley,  and  suburbs  thereof;  for  improving  and  forming  cer* 
tain  streets,  and  erecting  a  bridewell  or  workhouse  therein  -,  and 
for  regulating  the  police  and  markets. 

<  An  act  for  amending  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  act,  passed 
in  the  twenty-sixth  yepr  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  paving  the  foot* 
ways  and  passages  in  the  tewn  of  Cheltenham,  in  the  county  of 
.Gloucester,  and  for  better  cleansing  and  lighting  the  said  towa, 
Tand  for  removing  and  preventing  nuisances  and  annoyances  therein* 

An  act  for  paving,  cleansing,  lighting,  and  watching  the  town 
ef  Paventry,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  and  for  regulating 
the  market  there ;  and  for  enabling  the  bailiff,  burgesses,  and  coin* 
monaky  of  the  borough  of  Daventry,  to  purchase  the  moot  hail, 
and  to  rebuild  the  same. 

An  act  for  supplying  with  water  the  inhabitants  of  Kensington* 
Hammersmith,  Brentford,  Battersea,  Putney,  Richmond,  an4  se- 
veral other  parishes  and  places  in  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and 
Surrey. 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  passed  for  making 
Wd  maintaining  the  Forth  and  Clyde  navigation. 

An  act  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Kibble,  in  the 
"county  palatine  of  Lancaster. 

An  .act  for  altering,  amending,  and  rendering  more  effectual,  fen 
act,  passed'in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  ¥rtpn?v~ 
Ing  the  navigation  of  the  river  Ouse,  in  the  county  of  Sussex* . "»  * 
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•  An  act  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed? 
in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  die  thirty-thirdyearof  his  present 
Majesty,  for  making  and  constituting  a  new  parish,  by  the  name* of 
the  parish  of  Saint  George,  on  the  ground  adjoining  the  city  of 
Dublin  therein  described,  and  for  erecting  and  building  a  parish? 
church  therein. 

An  act  to  enable  the  vestrymen- of  the  parish  of.  Saint  Mary  le 
Bone,  m  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  provide  an  additional  ceme- 
tery, or  burial  ground  for  the  said  parish,  and  to  erect  a  chapel  there- 
in, and  also  other  buildings  and  conveniences  for  the  residence  of 
a  clergyman,  dark,  aud  sexton,  and  for  other  purposes  relatiog 
thereto* 

An  act  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  two. 
acts,  made  in  the  forty- second  and  forty- fourth  years  of  the  reignv 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  making,  maintaining,  watching,  light- 
ing, rnd  watering,  several  roads,  to  communicate  with  the  West 
India  docks  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  y  and 
also  of  several  acts  for  repairing  the  Cannon  Street  road,  in  the 
naid  county  -,  and  also  for  making,  maintaining,  watching,  lighting, 
ahd  watering,  a  new  branch,  to  communicate  with  the  East  Jadi*. 
clocks. 

-  An  act  to  continue  and  amend  two  acts,  passed  in  the  third  and 
fifteenth  yearn  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  the  road  from 
Newmarket,  over  Newmarket  Heath,  to  the  turnpike  road  leading 
to  Stump  Cross,  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge  and  Suffolk,  and 
other  roads  mentioned  in  the  said  acts. 

*  An  act  for  more  effectually  improving  the  roads  leading  to  and 
from  the  port,,  harbour,  and  town  of  Whitehaven,  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland. 

July  16. 

An  act  for  repealing  the  duties  of  excise  on  stills  used  for  dis- 
tilling or  rectifying  low  wines  or  spirits  for  consumption  in  Scot* 
land,  on  worts  or  wash  made  for  extracting  spirits,  and  on  spirits 
made  for  consumption  in  Scotland  j  and  for  granting  and  securing 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof;  and  lor  better  securing  the  duties  onw 
ibreign  spirits  and  on  malt. 

An  act  to  enable  the  lords  commissioners- of  his  Majesty's  trea- 
sury to  issue  exchequer  bills  on  the  credit  of  such  aids  or  supplies 
as  liave  been,  or  shall  be,  granted  by  parliament  for  the  service  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.; 

r.  An  act  for  allowing,  until  the  first  day  of  August  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  the  impoitation  of  certain  fish  from 
Newfoundland  aud  the  coast  of  Labiador,  and  for  granting  a  bounty 
^hereon. 

1  '  An. 
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■  •  An  act  to  provide  lot  the  better  execution  of  Ae-seve^tf  ads  «*- 
titing  to  the  revenues,  matters,  and  things,  under  the  management 
*f  the  commissioners  of  customs  and  port  duties*  and  of  the  gpOH 
nissipners  of  inland  excise  and  taxes  in. Ireland. 

An  act  to  enable  the  commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
lord  high  treasurer  of  Ireland  to  contract  for  the  -purchase  of  ther 
duties-  of  prizage  and  buterlage  in  Ireland. 

*  An>  act  for  rectifying  mistakes  in  the  names  of  the  comrnfesiorjef  # 
appointed  by  an  act,  made  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  in- 
tituled, "An  act  for  appointing  commissioners  for  putting  into 
execution  an  act  of  this  session  of  parliament,  for  continuing  and 
granting  to  his  Majesty  a  duty  on  pensions,  offices,  and  personal 
estates,  in  Englaud,  and  certain  duties  on  sugar,  malt,  tobacco,  and 
snuff,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five  $  and  an  act,  made  in  the  thirty- eighth  year 
«f  his  present  Majesty,  for  granting  an  aid  to  Jiis  Majesty,  by  a 
land  tax  to  be  raised  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  eight ;"  and  for  appointing 
ether  commissioners,  together  with  those  named  in  the  hrst-men- 
tioned  act,  to  put  in  execution  an  act  of  this  session  of  parliament, 
for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Majesty  a  duty  on  pensions,  of- 
fices, and  personal  estates  in  England,  and  certain  duties  on  sugar, 
malt,  tobacco,. and  snuff,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  also  the  said  act,  triade 
in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  present  Majesty ;  and  for  indemni- 
fying such  persons  as  have  acted  as  cornmissioners  fox  executing 
the  ©aid  acts. 

An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  annually  to  train  and  exercise  a 
proportion  of  his  subjects  in  England,  under  certain  regulations, 
and  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  realm* 

*-  An  act  for  the  return  of  correct  lists  of  persons  liable  to  serve 
in  the. militia  under  an  act,*  passed  in  the  forty-second  year  of  hk 
present  Majesty,  and  to  suspend  the  ballot  for  the  militia  in  Eng- 
land for  two  years. 

An  act  to  permit  the  free  interchange  of  every  species  of  grain 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

'  An  act  for  making  additional  and  further  provisions  for  the  ef- 
fectual performance,  of  quarantine  in  Great  Britain. 

i   An  act  for  allowing  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  oil  of  vitriol 
•jnade  in  Great  Britain. 

An  act  to  amend  three  acts,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth,  forty-first, 
?  and  forty-second  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  relating  to  the  con- 
veyance of  lstten  and  packets  by  the  post. 

An  act  to  vest  certain  messuages,  lands,,  tenements,  and  heredi- 
taments, in  trustees,  for  better  securing  his  Majesty's  docks,  ships, 

an 
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and  stores,  at  fortaiouth,  and  for  extending  the  Knes  and  works  at 
Dover.        '     ♦ 

A|i  ad  for  the  more  effectually  regulating  and  providing  for  thfe 
relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  management  of  innrmaries  and  hospitals 
in  Ireland. 

An  act  to  amend  the  laws  respecting  the  aceountidg  for  money 
presented  in  Ireland,  for  the  making,  repairing,  widening,  or  to* 
cingof  public  roads,  and  the  building  and  repairing  of  bridges,  pipes, 
orgullets. 

An  act  for  improving  the  funds  of  the  chest  at  Greenwich,  aixl 
amending  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, relating  to  the  said  chest. 

An  act  to  empower  the  commissioners  and  governors  of  thet 
royal  hospital  for  seamen  at  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  to 
make  certain  allowances  to  old,  infirtn,  or  wounded  or  disabled 
officers  in  the  royal  navy,  and  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  payment 
of  such  allowances,  and  for  the  increase  of  pensions  to  disabled 
seamen  and  marines. 

An  act  for  consolidating  and  rendering  more*  effectual  the  several 
acts  for  the  purchase  of  buildings,  and  further  improvement  of  the 
streets  and  places  near  to  Westminster  Hall,  and  the  two  bouses  of 
parliament. 

^  An  act  for  continuing,  until  the  nVst  day  of  Augdstode  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  an  act,  of  the  last  session  of  parliament; 
for  allowing,  under  certain  restrictions,  the  bringing  a  limited  quanw 
tity  of  coals,  culm,  or  cinders,  to  London  and  Westminster,  by 
inland  navigation. 

* 

An  act  for  re-building  the  court  house  and  butter  market  of  the 
town  of  Croydon,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  for  providing  an  addi- 
tional burial  ground,  and  for  selling  certain  waste  lands  betong^uig 
to  the  said  parish. 

July  21. 

An  act  for  reducing  the  bounty  payable  on  the  exportation  of 
refined  sugar  from  Great  Britain,  and  for  allowing  the  like  bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  sugar  candy  as  is  payable  on  refined  sugar. 

An  act  for  granting,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  waf# 
and  until  six  months  after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,' an  additional  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  the  sHk  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain. 

%  An  act  to  continue  several  acts  for  granting  certain  rates  an& 
duties,  and  allowing  certain  drawbacks  and  bounties  on  goods* 
Vares,  and  merchandize,  imported  into,  and  exported  from,  Ire- 
land, until  the  fifth  day  of  July  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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seven $  and  several  acts  for  granting  duties  upon  malt  and  spirits 
made  and  distilled  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  better  collection  and  se- 
curity of  the  revenues  of  customs  and  excise  in  Ireland, 'anfl ''for 
preventing  frauds  therein,  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Septera* 
ber  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  to  amend  several 
of  the  said  acttfr  \  .  '       .     « 

An  aot  for  erecting  a  lighthouse  on  the  Ml  or  capo  rock  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  Scotland ;  and  for  enabling  the  commissioners  of 
the  treasury  to  advance  a  certain,  sum  of  money  out  of  the  conso- 
lidated fund  of  Great  Britain  towards  that  purpose. 

An  act  for  authorizing  his  Majesty  in  council  to  allow,  during 
the  present  war,  and  for  six  months  after  the  ratification  of  a  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace,  the  importation  and  exportation  of  certain 
goods  and  commodities  in  neutral  ships  into  and  from  his  Majesty  a 
territories  in  the  West  Indies,  and  continent  of  South  America.     - 

'  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers 
from  the  militia  of  Ireland,  under  certain  restrictions. 

An  act  for  regulating  the  rank  of  officers  in  yeomanry  and  vo- 
lunteer corps. 

%.  An  act  for  making  provision  for^uch  masters  in  ordinary  of  the 
high  court  of  chancery  as  from  age  or  infirmity  shall  be  desirous  of 
resigning  their  offices,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  court,  and" 
lor  augmenting  the  income  of  the  masters  in  ordinary  of  the  said 
court*  •    - 

An  act  to  provide  additional  salaries  to  the  present  clerks  in  tho 
office  of  the  accountant  general  of  the  high  court  of  chancery,  and 
to  provide  additional  clerks  for  the  said  office  with  salaries,  and  to 
make  other  payments  in  respect  of  the  said  office. 

; ,  An,act  to  amend  several  acts  for  the  sale  of  his  Majesty's  quit 
rents,  crown,  and  other  rents,  and  of  certain  lauds  forfeited  and  un- 
disposed of  in  Ireland. 

An  act  to  amend  the  laws  of  excise,  so  far  as  relates  to  prosecu- 
tions fpr  penalties $  to  the  counterfeiting  the  stamps  on  the  wrap- 
pers of  paper ;  and  to  the  punishing  persons  guilty  of  perjury. 

.  An  act  to  permit,  for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war,  French  wines  to  be  imported*  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain^ 
Jxi  bottle's  or  flasks,  under  certain  restrictions. 

. .  .An  act  to. amend  an  act,  passed,  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
for  increasing  the  drawbacks  on  linens  exported  from  Great  Britain 
|o  the  >flfest  Indies., 

An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  made  in  the  first  year  of 
King  James  the  Second,  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  gunpowder, 

arms,  and  utensils  of  war,  from  Ireland.  *  * 

•  •  •   .    ••*"   • .  ■  --:•:.**.  ::h.    >    i 

.  u'Vtaact  to  permit  Msins,  currants,  and  figs  to  be  exported  from 
treat  JJritain,  duty  free. 
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An  act  to  extend*  the  time  for  purchasing  the  legal  quays  and! 
warehouses  in  the  port  of  London,  and  for  authorizing  the  lord* 
commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  treasury  to  purchase  Spmera  and 
Lyons  quays,  in  the  said  port 

An  act  to  allow  certain  articles  to  be  exported  from  Gibraltar 
and  Malta  direct  to  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  North  America,  in 
return  for  British  American  fish. 

An  act  to  permit,  until  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  the  importation  of  masts,  yards,  and  bov- 
Fprits,  or  of  timber  fit 'for  naval  purposes,  from  the  British  colo-i 
nies  in  North  America,  duty  free. 

An  act  to  amend  and  extend  the*  benefits  of  an  act,  made  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  present  JVIajesty,  to  enable  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  serving  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  to  allot 
part  of  their  wages,  or  pay,  tor  the  maintenance  of  their  wive* 
9nd  families. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors. 

.  An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  for  enabling  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  appoint  commissioners 
for  enquiring  into  the  several  funds  and  revenues  granted  for  the, 
purposes  of  education,  and  into  the  state  and  condition  of  all 
schools  in  Ireland. 

An  act;  for  enabling  the  commissioners  acting  in  execution  of  an 
agreement  made  between  the  East  India  company  and  the  private 
creditors  of  the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic,  the  better  to  carry  the  sani* 
into  effect. 

An  act  to  prohibit,  for  two  years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  parliament,  any  ships  to  clear  out  from  any  port  of 
frreat  Britain  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on 
board  negroes,  unless  such  ships  shall  have  been  previously  em- 
ployed in  the  African  trade,  or  contracted  for,  for  that  purpose. 

An  act  for  making  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of  such  lands 
and  hereditaments  as  have  been  purchased  for  better  securing  his 
jifajesty's  docks,  ships,  and  stores  at  Chatham,  and  for  the  use  of 
his  Majesty's  ordnance  at  Wariey  Common  and  Woolwich,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act,  made  in  the  fony-fourth  year  of  his  present 
Majesty. 

An  act  for  increasing  the, rates  of  subsistence  to  be  paid  to  urn- 
keepers,  and  others,  on  quartering  soldiers.  " 

An  act  for  alteiing  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  act,  made  iij 
the  thirty  ninth  year  of  his  preseut  Majesty,  intituled,  *«  An  act 
for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  for  better  regulating,  tht 
port  of  London,"  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  compensations  to> 
be  made  by  certain  couunusioncrs  therein  named. 

r    v  '    ■  An 
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An  act  for  exonerating  the  estates  .of*  Pepcival  Lewjs,  Esquire, 
Ind'  Marianne*  Lewis,  spinster,  iri  the*  parish  of*  Futhey^  in  the 
comity  of  Surrey,  from  the  claims  of  His  Majesty  against  the  estate 
of  Edward  Lewisj  esquire,  deceased.  '/"  J    "  " 

^  An  act  to  alter,  amend;  and  enlarge,  the  powers  of  ajl  gcj^ passed 
in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  the  .mojeweasr 
and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debfsJ  wt&in  the  town  and  Ubertifif 
of  Beverley,  in  the  county  of  York.  !        ♦«    % 

An  act  for  ornamenting  and  embellishing  f£e  centre  far  area"  q( 
,  Bloomsbury  Square,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  G^r|e^Joornshury,' >p 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  for  'preventing  hackhey  cpachej 
standing  or  plying  for  hire  in  and  near  the  said  square. 

An  act  for  supplying  the  city  aitf  'suburbs >  <^. ^f^vv^t^ 
Water.  *         v * 

Ap  ricfc  fdr  continuing  the  term,  and  enlarging,  the  powervof  ad 
act,  passed  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  fqc 
amending  the  roads  from  a  place  called  Piffs  Elm,  In/the  Tewfcjsg* 
bury  turnpike  road,  through  Cheltenham,  to  £lston  churcnf  and 
other  roads  therein  mentioned,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester/ 

An  act  for  assessing  the  proprietors  of  lands  in.the'coiinfy  o£ 
Caithness,  towards  the  ex  pence  of  supporting  such  rqads  an<$ 
bridges  therein  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  commissioners  for* 
making  roads  and  building  bridges  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland-.  * 

An  act  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
bowers  of  two  acts,  passed  in  the  third  and  twenty-fourth  years  of 
his  present  Majesty,  for  repairing  several  roads  leading  from  the 
town  of  Barnstaple,  in  the  county  of  Devon. 

Jutv  22. 

An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  settle  annuities  pa  certain 
branches  of  the  royal  family. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  a  certain  sum  of  money/tut 
ef  the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one  thou* 
•and  eight  hundred  and  six>  and  for  further  appropriating  the -sup* 
plies  granted  in  this  session  of  parliament.  ... 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised 
by  lotteries. 

An  act  for  settling  and  securing  a  certain  annuity  on  tlie  Earl 
Nelson,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body;  and  such -other  persons  to 
whom  the  tide  of  Earl  Nelson  may  descend,  and  for  granting  a 
•um  of  money  to  purchase  an  estate  to  accompany  the  said  title  i 
and  also  for  granting  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  sisters  of 
the  late  Vice  Admiral  Viscount  Nelson,  in  consideration  of  the 
eminent  and  signal  services  performed  by  the  said  late  Viscouut 
Kelson  to  his  Majesty  and  the  public* 
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*  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  continue  a  certain  annuity  t% 
George  now  l^ord  Rodney,  grandson  of  George  Brvdges  Lor<| 
Bodney,  in  consideration  or  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  hi» 
Majesty  and  the  public  by  the  said  George  Brydges  Lord  Rodney. 

An- act  for  altering  and  amending  several  laws  relating,  to  the 
duties  of  excise  upon  malt  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

An  act  to  amend  t^ro  acts,  passed  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his 
credent  Majesty;'  relating  to  (he  militia  of  England  and  Scotland 
respectively,  as  to  the  pay  of  th$  officers  and  men  q{  the  said 
xdilitia:  *    .      •     '  *         ;  *    ^    •      ■ 


t  '    i 


.  An  act  to, provide  for  the^  security  and  expedition  of  the  con- 
veyance ef  letters  by  the  post'  in  Ireland. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his 
^s&lt^ltf  ajpsty,  for  consolidating  the  several  acts  passed  for  the 
redemption  and  sale  of  tl^e  land  tax,  and  to  "make  further  provi- 
ffon  Tor  exonerating' small  livings  4nd  charitable  institutions  from 
Hie  land  taxi   •  ' 

,  An  act  for  making  more  effectual  provision  for  the  more  speedy 
an  j  regular  examination  and  audit  of  the  public  accounts  of  tins 
kingdom. 

Au  ac*  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  office  of  surveyor  gene<« 
ral  of  woods  and  forests. 

•  An  act  for  enquiring  into  the  state  of  Windsor  Forest,  in  the 
county  of  Berks,  and  for  ascertaining  the  boundaries  of  tl^e  sak( 
forest,  and  of  the  lauds  of  the  crown  within  the  same. 

% 

An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act,  made  in  the  forty- 
.third  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  permitting  certain  articles  to 
be  warehoused  in  "Great  Britain  to  other  articles  not  therein  men- 
tioned, and  to  alter  the  condition  of  the  bond  directed  to  be  given 
'  by  an  act  of  the  tweiity*-fourth  year  of  his  present  Majesty  by  the 
masters  and  owners  of  Vessels  and  boats  licensed  by  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty. 

An  act  to  repeal  part  of  the  excise  countervailing  duty  on  Irish 
Jiops  imported;  for  granting  an  excise  countervailing  duty  on  the 
importation  of  Iri$h  window  glass.;  and  to  exempt  tiles  made  for 
fhe  purpose  of  draining  lands  from  the  duties  of  excise. 

An  act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  bankrupts, 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty  "fourth  year  of  his 
present  Majesty,  intituled,  "  An  act  to  alter,  amend,  and  render 
more  effectual,  an  act,  passed  in  the  present  session  of  parliament, 
intituled,  An  act  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a  permanent  ad- 
ditional force  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  to  provide  for  aug- 
menting his  Majesty's  regular  forces,  and  for  the  gradual  reduction 
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nf  the.  militia  of  England,  to  far  as  the  same  'folates  tor  the  oitytif 
London.*-  ' 

An  act  to  altd;  and  arnend  two  acts,  mad?  m  the  twe»ty-eighth 
and  thirtieth  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  limiting  the  number 
of  persons  to  be  parried  Qn  the  putside  of  stage  coaches,  or  otfaef 
carriages,  and  initiating  the  conduct  of  the  drivers  and  guards 
thereof 

An  act  for  establishing  and  well  governing  the  charitable  instij 
tution,  commonly  called  the  Philanthropic  Society,  formed  for  the 
protection  of  poor  children,  the  offspring'  of  convicted  felons  5  and . 
tor  the  reformation  of  children  vvWhave  themselves  been  engaged 
In  criminal  practices 5  and  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  there*  . 
to,  and  .for  .the  better  empowering  and  enabling  them  to  carry  on 
their  charitable  and  useful  designs. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  repairing  and  improving  the  roadf 
leading  from  Maidenhead  Bridge  to  Reading,  and  from  the  s^ifl 
bridge  to  Henley  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Berks. 

July  23, 

1  ■ 

An  act  for  taking  down  the  present  building  in  which  the  treat 
miry  chambers  and  offices  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland 
-were  situated,  and  erecting  new  buildings  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  act  for  applying  certain  balances,  arising  from  the  forfeited 
estates  in  Scotland,  towards  making  canals,  harbours,  and  other 
public  works  there. 

An  act  for  appropriating  certain  balances,  arising  from  the  for* 
feited  estates  in  Scotland,  to  Jthe  use  of  the  British  fisheries,  and 
the  erecting  a  lunatic  asylum  at  Edinnu'r^h,  and  the  payment  of 
(he  officers  of  the  late  board  of  annexed  estates  in  Scotland. 

*  * 

An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  new  leases  on  forme* 
rents  for  the  benefit  of  charitable  institution*,  or  augmentation  of 
ecclesiastical  corporations. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  office  of  receiver  general 
of  the  duties  of  customs  in  Great  Britain. 

An  act  to  stay,  until  forty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  proceedings  in  actions,  prosecutions,  or 
informations,  under  an  act,  made  in  the  second  year  of  King  James 
die  First,  intituled,  "  An  act  concerning  tanners,  curriers,  shoe- 
makers, and  other  artificers  occupying  the  cutiing  of  leather/*  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  buying  of  oak  bark,  and  rough  hides  and  qilve 
skins  in  the  hair. 

An  art  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  harbours  of  the  United 

kingdom. -  _ 

An  act  for  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  the  purpose* 
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of  ah  act,  v*4t  &  the  thjrry*nioth.and  fortieth  ye*r  of  bis  present 
Majesty,  to  give  further  time  for  the  payment,  on  the  Conditio** 
therein  mentioned,  of  instalment?,  6n  certain  loans  advanced  to  the 
house  of  Alexander  Houstoun  and  company*  to  Charles  Ashwell, 
Esquire,  and  to  William  Johnstone,  esquirje,  being  persons  con- 
nected with  and  trading  to  the  islands  of  Gtenada  and  Saiut  Vin- 
cent, so  far  as  relates  to  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  William 
Macdowall,  James. Macdowall,  arid  Robert  Houstoun  Rea,  esquires, 
in  the  West  IndieBj  aud  elsewhere/  except  in  Scotland. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  tarrying  into,  execution  the  purposes 
f)f  .an  actj.raade  in  the  ihirty^ninlh  and  fortieth  year  of  hi*  present 
jtfajesty,  to  give  further  time  for  the  payment,  oh  the  conditipn* 
9  therein  mentioned,  of  instalments,  on  certain  Jeans  advanced  tQ 
the  house  of  Alexander  Housttfun  and  company^  to  Charles  Ash* 
well,  enquire,  and  to  William  Johnstone,  esquire,  being  persons 
connected  with  and  trading  to  the  islands  of  Grenada  and  Saint 
Vincent,  so  far  as  -relates  to  the  real  and  personal  estates  of 
"William  Macdowaily  Jamas  Macdowall,  and  Robert  Houstoup 
Rue,  esquires.,  in  Scotland* 


*nd  op  vol.  in.  tads**;  • 
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